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REDAKSION EEL 

S OOS die jongman op die drum pel van sy toekoms
loopbaan oorweldig word deur grootse ideale en 
vergesigte, maar tog met weemoed terugdink 

aan die ou bedeling, so staan die Universiteit van 
Suid-Afrika in jeugdige frisheid aan die begin van 
'n nuwe onderneming, maar terselfdertyd dink hy in 
teerheid terug aan die oue wat nou verbygegaan het. 
Sy samestellende kolleges het een vir een mondig 
geword en hom verlaat, elkeen in die wete dat hy 
die seen van sy ou Alma Mater wegdra, maar daarmee 
het hy nog nie tot rus gekom nie; want ingevolge die 
wysigingswetsontwerp word hy nou die enigste uni
versiteit in die land wat uitsluitlik verantwoordelik 
is vir die opleiding en eksamineer van eksterne 
studente. 

In geen ander land het hierdie nuwe en unieke 
ontwikkeling 'n presiese weerga nie, en dis te verstane 
as one in aanmerking neem dat ons heel besondere 
behoeftes bet waarvoor voorsiening moet gemaak 
word. Ons wyd- en ylverspreide bevolking oor ons 
onmeetlike vlaktes maak dit nie vir aile leergieriges 
moontlik om aan die een of die ander van ons agt 
residensiele universiteite te studeer nie, en tog besef 
ons dat universitere opleiding nie die prerogatief van 
die bevoorregte behoort te wees nie; daarom is daar 
nog 'n beskeie plekkie ook vir 'n universiteit uitsluit
lik vir eksterne studente, want dis ons heilige plig om 
aan ons hele bevolking gelyke boer onderwysfasiliteite 
ter beskikking te stel. 

Die resultate van die afgelope vier jaar, sedert 
die instelling van die Afdeling Eksterne Studie van 
die Universiteit, het bo verwagting bevredig, en dit 
het ongetwyfeld die deurslag gegee dat die Universi
teit in sy nuwe gedaante sal voortleef. Hierdie stap 

EDITORIAL 

I T is perhaps sentimental ising to say that the 
young man who steps out eagerly on the bright, 
empty road of his life's work, takes, none the 

less, a fond and half-regretful backward glance at all 
that he is leaving. However urgent the ideals of 
youth, however strong the pull of far horizons and 
the fascination of the strange and new, there is still 
the consciousn!'ss of change and loss, of departure 
from home and from the familiar existence of secure 
and comfortable years. 

N ous n'irons plus aux bois 
Les Zauriers sont coupes. 

But it is difficult, even a little inhuman, not to 
feel a sentimental warmth on such occasions, a 
warmth we are aware of now in the contemplation of 
our University's exchange of one way of life for 
another, the old for the new. Its constituent colleges 
having, one by one, become independent, it seemed 
as though the University of South Africa might have 
no further justification for continuing to exist. But, 
as the result of a recent Act of Parliament, it has 
been given, not just a new lease of life, but an 
entirely new existc:nce, being now the only university 
in South Africa responsible .-xclusively for the 
teaching and examining of external students. 

In no other country has there been any develop
ment of an exactly similar nature, perhaps because in 
no other country arc there to be found the peculiar 
conditions which obtain here and to cope with which 
distinct provision must be made. Great distances and 
a much scattered population make it impossible for 
all those who wish to learn, to study at one of our 
eight residential universities; and yet we are only 
too well aware that a university education should not 
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word met dankbaarheid toegejuig, want daar bestaan 
nou hoegcnaamd geen rcdc waarom nie clkccn univer
sitere opleiding kan genict nie: die deur staan nou 
oop vir alma!, en dit hang slegs van elkeen af of hy 
hierdie guide geleentheid te baat wil neem of nie. 
Die fasiliteite is nou meer toereikend, die studie meer 
doelgerig en enigsins vergemaklik, maar dit beteken 
geensins dat dit makliker word om te slaag nie; 
inteendeel is dit niks meer as billik om nou van die 
eksterne student 'n boer werkpeil te verwag nie, en 
vir die getroue werker behoort daar nie meer so iets 
soos teleurstelling te wees nie. Daar le vir die 
Universiteit egter ook nog die moeilike (maar aan
gename) taak voor om aan die res van ons universi
teite en die buitewereld te toon dat ons sertifikate 
allesins gelykwaardig is aan bulle s'n. Om dit verder 
te verseker bet die ander universiteite die oorwig in 
ons Raad en Senaat, sodat bulle, volgens die Minister 
se verklaring, kan help sorgdra dat hierdie Universi
teit se werk nie van minderwaardige gehalte word 
nie. Maar selfs in die geval bang nog vee! af van 
ons eie studente se steun en reaksie. 

Wat ons universiteitswese betref, staan ons dus 
aan die vooraand van 'n unieke maar grootse ont
wikkeling; ons besef dat daar nog moeilike steiltes 
voorle voordat ons ,anderkant" sal kan sien, maar in 
stilte gaan ons voort in die wete dat ons 'n dankbare 
taak verrig deur te help om die lig en kennis te 
versprei, nie net in Suid-Afrika nie, maar ook in 
Afrika. Die uiteindelike sukses le in die hande van 
die bevolking van hierdie land. Saam kan ons dit 
uitbou tot 'n grootse onderneming waarvan die begin 
altyd in dankbare herinnering gehou sal word, maar 
sonder die daadwerklike steun van elke student en 
die simpatieke belangstelling en hulp van ons publiek 
kan dit ook maklik op 'n fiasko uitloop - iets wat 
seker niemand ons gun of begeer nie. 

Oorspronklik was dit die gedagtc om hierdie 
gedaantewisseling van die Universiteit feestelik te 
vier, en vera! deur die uitgee van 'n pragblad, maar, 
hefaas, mens moet meermale die tering na die nering 
sit, en daarom is hierdie blad uiterlik maar heel 
beskeie. Dis nietemin besluit om die inhoud hoof
saaklik te wy aan die voortdurende ontwikkeling en 
die verskeie metamorfoses wat die Universiteit onder
gaan bet; wat die blad dus mis aan uiterlike vertoon 
sal u besmoontlik vergoed vind in die inhoud. Ek 
wil hiermee dan ook 'n woordjie van hartlike dank 
rig aan alma! wat so vriendelik was om iets in 
hierdie verband by te dra, en in die besonder bulle 
vanuit die buiteland, waardeur ons 'n kykie kon kry 
in soortgelyke toestande aldaar. Ook wil ek my 
waardcring uitspreek teenoor my mede-redakteure vir 
bulle hartlike samewerking, en saam wil ons vertrou 
dat hierdie uitgawe daartoe sal hydra om vir ons 
nuwe Universiteit 'n a!sonderlike plekkie in u harte 
te verower. 

H. J. J. M. v. d. M. 

~- - -
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be the prerogative only of those groups whose good 
fortune it is to be resident in the particular area 
served by a university, but of the entire population. 
There is, therefore, a special need in South Africa 
for a university which will cater for external students 
only. 

The results of the four years since the institution 
of the Division of External Studies have been satis
factory beyond expectations, and there is no doubt 
that the University in its new form will steadily 
improve even upon those. This new step has been 
received with considerable enthusiasm, becaus2 it 
means that there is no longer a reason why anyone 
who wishes may not enjoy a university education. 
The door stands open for all. The facilities are 
greater now than ever before, the courses wider, and 
for that reason, rather less difficult; but, not of 
course, easier in the usual sense of the world. It seems, 
therefore, only fair that a higher standard of work 
should be expected from the external student and 
that there should no longer be any disappointment 
as far as the honest hard-working student is con
cerned. 

There also now lies before the University the 
difficult, if pleasant, task of proving to the rest of 
our universities and to those of the world at large, 
that its degrees are in every way of a like standard 
with their own. In order that this will be the case, 
the representatives of other universities are in the 
majority in the Council and the Senate; but even so, 
much of this recognition must depend on the support 
of our own students. 

It is clear, then, that we are at present on the 
eve of a great and unprecedented development. Aware, 
of course, that there must still lie ahead many diffi
culties, we are none the less convinced that we are 
doing most valuable work in the cause of education, 
not alone for South Africa, but for the whole of 
Africa. The success of the undertaking is in the 
hands of the people of this country. Together we can 
make of it an institution the founding of which will 
be remembered with gratitude. But without the 
sincere and sympathetic support of every student, and 
of the general public, that success will assuredly not 
be attained. 

It was decided, to begin with, to mark the trans
formation of the University by certain festivities, and 
to bring out at the same time a special issue of this 
magazine. Unfortunately, it has been possible to do 
neither; but this issue of The Student has, how
ever, a special significance in that it contains articles 
on the history of the University, and on certain of 
the various changes it has undergone and is under
going. May this present change be the last, one which 
will finally establish and keep before the world a 
fine institution doing the noblest work of all. 

I should like here to thank all those who have 
been kind enough to contribute to the compilation of 
this number of The Student, especially those who 
have sent articles from overseas descriptive of related 
methods and establishments there; and my co-editors 
for their unremitting hard work and friendly co
operation. We hope that this magazine may help in 
a small way to waken in others a little at least of 
the affection and esteem we feel for our new 
University. 

F.D.S. 
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Hierdie bekende Rembrandt-figuur simboliseer dit wat betroubaar en die 

moeite werd is in tabakvervaardiging. Dit staan vir Rembrandt kurk, onge

kurk en Filter de Luxe, en ook Rembrandt VAN RljN, die ideale dineesigaret 

-name opreg beroemd vir die uitstaande kwaliteit wat dit aan rokers bied. 

ELKE REMBRANDT-SIGARET 'N MEESTERSTUK 
Kopierer 
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In the Registrar's View 
LANGHAM MURRAY 

' 'I N the beginning ... " Instinctively one starts 
thus. It is just a hundred years ago that 
South Africa saw the first steps towards the 

University system as we know it today, in the year 
of grace 1951; for in 1850 the Cape Government 
appointed the Auditor-General, the Master of the 
Supreme Court, and the Superintendent-General of 
Education (brave titles for a small colony) as a Board 
of Examiners for candidates for clerkships in the 
Public Departments of the Government. The notice 
constituting the Board is interesting; the language, 
apart from being old fashioned, is just as verbose and 
turgid as any present-day notice in the Gazette. The 
Government did not make high demands on intending 
public servants; they had to have "a competent knowl
edge of the theory and practice of the common rules 
of Arithmetic, including vulgar and decimal fractions, 
and of English grammar and composition." If you 
passed in this test, you had to show "a creditable 
knowledge of Geography and History, and some 
acquaintance with English Literature." Success in 
this allowed you to go on to a test in Classics, Mathe
matics, and the Elements of Physical Science. The 
full Board used to meet at 12 noon and supervise the 
written examination of a group of candidates, and 
adjourn at 3 p.m.; one wonders how they managed 
about lunch. Between 9th February 1850 and 27th 
February 1850 they met ten times; business must 
have been slack in their own offices. The first report 
to the Government says that "before the candidates 
proceeded to the solution of the exercises we were 
careful to explain to them any term that might 
appear ambiguous or of unusual occurrence." Some 
present-day candidates would be much in favour of 
this sort of procedure. The marking scheme they 
followed is given; it is too lengthy to quote. In this 
Board's minute book we find the same old troubles 
that we have today; we hear of one man, who failed, 
writing to the Government to complain, and the Board 
agreeing to "show his papers and those of other 
candidates to him or his friends, as the Board were 
guided by them in their decision and not by the birth 
or descent of the candidates"; and early in 1852 the 
Board asked permission to "reject two candidates, 
whose answers were mere transcripts, the one of the 
other, as having forfeited their claim now, or for the 
future, to be examined by us." The examinations 
were held every half year at Cape Town; but 
arrangements were made for special examinations at 
"Graham's Town", during Innes's visits of Inspection 
as S.G.E.; and at Swellendam, under the supervision 
of the Civil Commissioner. 

The last report of this Board was presented in 
January 1859, and after this the new Board of Public 
Examiners took over. This Board was presided over 
by Mr. Justice Watermeyer, the other members being 
Innes, Maclear, Dr. White, Langham Dale and Profes-

J\ffi. LANGH AM MURRAY 

sor Childe - a more "academic" body; it had a 
Literary and a Scientific Section; and it started life 
with a Library. It conducted a Preliminary Exami
nation (later the Third Class Certificate); a Public 
Service Examination; First and Second Class Law 
Certificate Examinations; First and Second Class 
Certificate Examinations in Literature and Science; 
and Examinations in Proficiency in Trigonometrical 
Surveying; in Navigation, and in Engineering - no 
candidates, however, ever presented themselves in the 
last two. Candidates were a tougher breed in those 
days than they are today; they "discussed the papers" 
(quaint old phrase) for five days, two sessions a day, 
from 9.30 to 12.30 and from 1 to 4, i.e only half an 
hour's break at midday; and this in January at Cape 
Town. For a start the Board itself, or rather two 
members, invigilated the examination in person; the 
Act had to be amended to make it possible for an 
examination to be held at Port Elizabeth, under a 
Commissioner. Another instance of an evergreen 
difficulty is the Board's formal complaint about bad 
handwriting and bad spelling at the Preliminary 
Examination (nowadays, of course, we agree that 
some cases are psychopathological, and diagnose 
"spelling-blindness"); and its decision that failure in 
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the dictation exercise would debar a candidate from 
proceeding further with his examination. So too the 
Board's regret that in all language teaching grammar 
seems to be universally neglected. The syllabuses 
and question papers make one blink one's eyes; e.g. 
Arithmetic appears in the syllabuses for both the 
Second and the First Class Certificate (later equated 
to B.A. and M.A.) The Board's life came to an end 
in 1873. • 

Act. No. 6 of 1873 was enacted by the Governor 
of the Cape of Good Hope, with the advice and 
consent of the Legislative Council and House of 
Assembly, to establish and incorporate an University 
at the Cape of Good Hope, and thereupon to dispense 
with the services of the existing Board of Public 
Examiners. The University had a chancellor, a vice
chancellor, a Council, and graduates; it did not have 
a Senate or Faculties, nor did it have undergraduate 
students, although, by a slip in drafting, the con
science clause mentions admission as an under
graduate of the University. In other words, it was 
a purely examining body. The original Council of 
20 was appointed by the Governor for 6 years; but 
the Act provided that thereafter half the members 
would be nominated by the Governor and half elected 
by Convocation. For a start it was empowered to 
award the degrees of B.A., M.A., LL.B., LL.D., M.B. 
and M.D.; and to grant certificates of proficiency in 
law and jurisprudence (now the Attorneys' Admission 
Certificates); also, if it felt so disposed, in surveying, 
engineering and navigation. It also took over from 
the board the duty of examining Public Service 
entrants. D.Litt. degrees and degrees in Science and 
Music were added in 1896; but degrees in Divinity 
had to wait until the amending act of 1908; and the 
system of B.A. and M.A. degrees in Science subjects 
was retained until the break-up in 1916. Even by 
then, of course, the idea of degrees in Commerce, 
Administration, and Fine Art had not yet emerged. 
The Act expressly stipulated that no teacher should 
examine his own students; this is of course implicit 
in the idea of an examining university, based on the 
system of the University of London. The Council 
prescribed the syllabuses and appointed outside 
examiners; it could, and usually did, consult the 
teachers on syllabuses, and as time went on convoca
tion gradually took in more and more graduates from 
the institutions of so-called "higher" education and 
tended to elect as its representatives the professors, 
usually of Cape Town or Stellenbosch, thus giving the 
teachers a direct voice in University affairs. But full 
and unqualified recognition and acceptance of the 
right of the teacher of the subject to draw up his own 
syllabus, and to examine his pupils, had to wait for 
over forty years and the noise and tumult that attend
ed the University legislation of 1916. 

Knowing University legislation as one does, it is 
not in the least surprising to find that no sooner was 
the Act passed and the University incorporated than 
an amendment was found necessary; and two years 
later the Extension Act made it clear that the 
University could operate outside the Cape Colony; 
conducting examinations outside its borders, and 
admitting persons resident outside its borders to 
degrees and to bursary awards. This amendment 
arose out of requests from the S.G.E. and the Bishop 
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of Bloemfontein for the holding of University Exami
nations at that centre. After another two years the 
University obtained its Royal Charter. 

Now the University was started on its career, 
and one should pause for a moment to consider in 
what sort of a world it was starting. At the first 
Marticulation Examination there were 49 candidates, 
of whom 32 passed; these 32 came from 10 schools, 
18 coming from 4 schools in Cape Town. The Colony 
had only just received responsible government; and 
in spite of rumblings and mutterings from Grahams
town and Port Elizabeth everything tended to centre 
in Cape Town, and this was also true of the Univer
sity. Communications were still sketchy; the rail
way had barely started its northward progrrss, roads 
were tracks and rivers mostly unbridged, and if you 
wanted to travel to the Eastern Province or Natal 
you took ship. The small population was mainly 
agricultural; the country was soon to experience a 
severe depression; thr discovery and exploitation of 
the diamonds of Kimberley and the gold of the 
Witwatersrand were still to come. There was still 
need to keep a wary eye on the Xhosa tribes on the 
frontier; beyond them the Colony of Natal was 
developing on its own lines, just as the republics were 
doing north of the Orange. In Cape Town itself the 
even tenor of a Civil Servant's life, from 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. if hard pressed, was not disturbed by the 
tapping of typewriters, the ringing of phones, the 
drone of duplicators and the noise of public transport 
in the streets. Analysis of the University's Operation 
from 1874-1890 shows totals of 21 M.A., 285 B.A., 
30 LL.B., 2,384 Matriculation and 373 Intermediate 
candidates; 196 for Law Certificate, 203 for Survey 
and 114 for Civil Service Lower Law; 8,604 for School 
Elementary and 1,300 for School Higher; all this in 
17 years. One or two points strike one forcibly. The 
great majority were candidates for School examina
tions, mostly from departmental schools; to our ideas 
it is strange that the Department acquiesced in 
external examinations. Possibly Langham Dale found 
it a convenience to have an outside body to bear the 
brunt of holding the examinations - particularly a 
body practically controlled by him - he was on the 
Council until1898, for many years as Vice-Chancellor. 
Then, although the record is not precise, many of 
the degree candidates were externals, or, to use the 
old term, "private study", and the reason is not far 
to seek. There were few "colleges" outside Cape 
Town; that undertook postmatriculation teaching, 
and this with a bare handful of "professors." 

So then with the opening up of the country as 
a whole and the general development of education, 
the advance in secondary and higher education led to 
continual increases in the range and extent of the 
University's activities. There were, however, no 
sudden revolutionary changes; it was a case of 
gradual growth and evolution in preparation for the 
inevitable reorientation of 1916. To judge lly the 
Council's Minute Book, wars and rumours of wars 
did not affect the University very much; the usual 
examinations were held at Bloemfontein and Dewets
dorp in 1880 and 1881. In 1896 the University shed 
some of its "peninsularity" when the amending Act 
of that year provided for representation of Natal, 
O.F.S., and the Transvaal on the Council. There are 
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stray references to the 1899--1902 war; an examina
tion centre was constituted at St. Helena, and similar 
arrangements were in train for Ceylon and Bermuda 
until it was found that they would not be needed. 

As stated elsewhere, 1916 is a vital date in 
University affairs in South Africa; the legislation of 
that year entailed an entirely fresh approach. Atten
tion is usually focussed on the great advances in• 
independence to Stellenbosch and Cape Town, and in 
the application of the federal principle to the remain
ing Colleges, now grouped in the University of South 
Africa. But three points are of no less importance. 
(1) It was quite clear and indeed universally agreed 
that the federal system could not in the nature of 
things be permanent; sooner or later these vigorous 
and flourishing institutions would develop to such a 
stage that their claim to become independent Univer
sities could not be gainsaid, and indeed the Act 
specifically allowed for this. In fact, the University 
College, Johannesburg, went out in 1922, and Pretoria 
followed suit in 1930. Natal's efforts were delayed 
by the war, but Prof. Bews's dream of independence 
was realized in 1948, although death claimed him 
before he saw it. The U.C.O.F.S. followed in 1950, 
and Rhodes and Potchefstroom (admitted as a Con
stituent College in 1922) will follow in 1951 - the 
latter, alas, too late for Prof. Postma to see it. 
Also it was hardly probable that many new colleges 
would be founded to take their places.. (2) The seat 
of the new University was Pretoria; and this meant 
a clear-out break with the traditional idea that the 
Western Province was the focus and centre of Univer
sity life in South Africa, particularly with the transfer 
to Pretoria of the Subsidiary activities (Music, Junior 
Certificate, and secretariat of the Matriculation 
Board and Committee for Professional Examinations). 
The Music Examinations are in some cases, even after 
thirty years, referred to as the "Cape University 
exams." (3) The right of the old University to accept 
private students was turned into a compulsion on the 
new University; Section 18 of the Act, the External 
Students' Charter, says that it shall be the duty of 
the University to make provision for examining such 
students. 

The development between 1916 and the outbreak 
of war has been treated exhaustively by others; but 
one aspect has, very strangely, been neglected, and 
that is the amazing increase in Secondary enrolment. 
To put it concretely: In 1919 there were 2,000 
matriculants, in 1939, 8,000; an increase of 300 per 
cent; while the total European population and the 
total European School population increased by only 
33 per cent. (One possible reason is the introduction of 
Afrikaans both as an A language and as examination 
medium; while the proportion of candidates taking 
English A to those taking Nederlands A in 1919 was 
as 3 to 1, the prooortion of English A to Afrikaans A 
in 1939 was the 9:11 we accept as tre usual propor
tion of English-sp<.>aking to Afrikaans-spl'aking in 
the Europelln population of the UniM.) University 
enrolment also rose from 2.069 in 1919 to 10,505 in 
1939; the 20!:1 Externn's in 1919 incrcas<.>d to 2,003 in 
1939. Then cam<.> th<.> war; and the five-year recon
struction period, which has seen the institution of 
the Division of Ext<.>rnal Studies and the incorpora
tion of four new Universities; and now the University 
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is called upon to advance in a fresh direction. 
A word or two about Registrars. 
It is remarkable that in approximately eighty 

years there have been only four Registrars of the 
University (a hardy breed, Registrars) and it is 
noteworthy, and not merely remarkable, that all four 
have borne Scottish names. Whisky is not the only 
good thing that comes out of Scotland. The Rev. 
James Cameron was the first; he was a Presbyterian 
minister and Professor of Classics at the South 
African College, nominated to the First Council and 
by it appointed Registrar. His salary was £400 p.a., 
but he received honoraria for examining; two years 
later it was put up to £500 "provided that he shall 
have no claim on the Council if not appointed as 
Examiner." Usually there is a story behind such 
reservations, but the record is silent here. At the 
finish he drew £600 p.a. Cameron's portrait is in the 
University portrait gallery; a man, one would say, of 
great gifts of character, not the least of which would 
be humour and kindliness. Early on he acted as 
S.G.E. for 18 months in place of Langham Dale 
(whom, incidentally, he had succeeded as Professor 
of Classics) ; and a little later took a year's leave "on 
full pay for 3 months and half-pay for 9 months." 
Prof. Foot of the S.A.C. acted for him on the first 
occasion and Inspector J. H. Brady of the Department 
on the second. He never required staff; twice his 
daughter gave him temporary clerical assistance for 
a month, and the Education Department's messenger 
received £1 p.m. for occasional services to the Uni
versity. The massive minute and account books of 
the University (19 ins. x 12 ins. x 4 ins. 746 pp., 21 
lb.) are an object lesson as regards neatness and 
tidiness; minutes and accounts all being written up in 
his clear script. 

In 1895 he was succeeded by Professor (later 
Doctor and Sir) William Thomson, the best-known 
of the four. Thomson had come out with a brilliant 
mathemetical reputation to be professor of Mathema
tics at Stellenbosch, and had been a member of 
Council for some years. There were over twenty 
applicants for the post, including a barrister, doctors 
and ministers; of personal interest to me is the fact 
that my father, at the time Secretary of the Education 
Department, obtained on the first count 7 votes ro 
Thomson's 6, 3 going to a third applicant. On the 
second count they tied, each receiving 8 votes; and 
the post went to Thomson on the Vice-Chancellor's 
casting vote. Anyhow, it was a Scot that was 
appointed! He played a leading, if not the leading 
part in the long controversy about the Beit bequest 
and in the Commission that finally arrived at the 
settlement that resulted in the three University Acts 
of 1916. which incorporated the S.A.C. and the Vic
toria College, Stellenbosch, as separate r<.>sidential 
teaching Universities, and th<.> remaining six colleges 
as a f('dcral University, the legal Successor of the 
Old University; and it was only natural that he 
should be as!{ed, even though he had alr<.>ady reached 
the retiring age. to stay at the wheel and st<.>cr the 
new University through the troubled waters of the 
transition period. He did this for four years, retiring 
in 1922 at the age of 64; but his active life was not yet 
over, and he served a term as Principal of the Univer
sity of the Witwatersrand. Thereafter he was 
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REGISTRARS, PAST AND PRESENT 
Left to right: Sir William Thom son; Charles Cameron 

Gnmt; Langham Do.le 1\lurray 

appointed to the University Council, on which he 
served until his death at the age of 90. 

I met him when I joined the staff in 1919 · and 
even with my inexperience of office routine I ~ould 
see that there was something unusual about a head 
of an office who insisted on clearing the Post Office 
Box himself; who opened all incoming correspon
dence him_self; and distributed the mail; and who sat 
at the off1ce phone and took all incoming calls. This 
last was inconvenient for young bachelors like Mr. 
Taljaard and myself; we could of course go to the 
tearoom downstairs when we wanted to do our 
private telephoning, but it was distinctly awkward 
if rung up at the office, to carry on a spirited conver~ 
sation in such close proximity to the chief. We were 
of course too green to realize that the University was 
his very lifeblood, not merely his living or his liveli
hood. He liked keeping his finger on the pulse of 
every little activity in the office; possibly because 
t~at was the way he had started, doing everything 
h1mself; and perhaps his close check on his juniors 
was sometimes only too necessary. In fact, it was 
an office saying that the only time we got any peace 
was at the time of making up parcels of question 
papers for despatch to centres, and the Reg:strar's 
time was fully occupied in sealing them with sealing 
wax and impressing the wax with the University 
stamp. He had views on the right way of doing this, 
and regrets that none of his staff had learned it. He 
had the Cape ideas about office discipline; smoking 
was barred, and our request for permission to smoke 
in office was granted very unwillingly and only 
because Mr. Grant had started the practice. We saw 
a great deal of Lady Thomson in the office; she was 
a Miss Van der Riet. one of the first two women to 
win a school bursary under the University. Thev 
lived at the Countrv Club; and one of our irreveren't 
memories is that of the Chief being turned out of 
his office and champing the bit in the courtyard 
while Lady Thomson plugged a two-way switch into 
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the light socket in his office and did her ironing on 
his table. 

Thomson had an accurate memory; give him a 
name and he could add the School and the place 
taken at each of a series of examinations. As a 
result, he took few notes and kept few records, and 
those on odd scraps of paper, and this made it a 
little difficult to take over after him. 

Charles Cameron Grant, who succeeded him in 
1922 after having been Assistant since 1918, was a 
different type. He had come out to South Africa in 
1901 as Headmaster at Winburg; it does not need 
much imagination to realize that a post like that was 
no bed of roses, and called for a high degree of for
bearance, patience and tact. But he succeeded, and 
Winburg was sad to see him go after 18 months to 
take up administrative work in the Education Depart
ment at Bloemfontein, where he finished up as Secre
tary. He had the tidiest mind I have every known; 
every fact neatly sorted out into its own compartment 
with other related facts; and his desk and his work 
were equally tidy and orderly. Every paper was filed 
in its correct place in its file; every file in its correct 
pigeonhole. It was child's play for any Elisha to 
take on the mantle of such an Elijah. Mr. Grant 
did not come into such close contact with his staff as 
Thomson did; his line was to give you a job to do and 
leave you to do it; and if you did it badly he would 
raise Cain. And that he did well; a natural gift that 
way had been improved by four years in the army. 
He was, however, fair and just to his staff; and 
more, would fight the Council tooth and nail on 
behalf of his staff if he thought it necessary. 

I took over from Mr. Grant in 1934. It was just 
at that juncture that the increased and increasing 
numbers of External Students were beginning to 
focus the attention of the University on the place of 
such students in the system. The Van der Horst 
Commission of 1928 had recommended the abolition 
of the award of degrees to Externals, to be replaced 
by a scheme of diplomas; it was of course obvious 
to anyone with the slightest acquaintance with the 
question that any such scheme would lead to the 
complete disappearance of the External Student from 
the University of South Africa. It could be accepted 
as axiomatic that no employing body (such as the 
Public Service or Education Departments) that recog
nised degrees for grading and salary purposes would 
accept diplomas as a substitute; there would be no 
incentive to take such diplomas. A very probable 
result would be that students desirous of improving 
their educational qualifications would "beat the ban" 
by taking the External degrees of the University of 
London. The University Council, led by its four 
Convocation representatives (one of whom was Dr. 
(later Senator) Brookes, himself an External Student) 
opposed the proposal; and although a Bill to end the 
External System was drafted and published, it was 
withdrawn before being introduced, and nothing 
f':lrther was heard of it. Perhaps the publicity 
g1ven thereby to the system helped to raise enrol
ments. 

It is an interesting fact that the depression of 
the early 30's seemed to have no adverse effect on 

(Conti•1ued on page 13.) 
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Royal Charter 
VICfOWA by tTte Grace of God of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland 

Queen, Defender of the Faith, Empress of India. 
To all to u !tom these presents shall come. 
GRELTI\JG: 

\\'hercas, under and by Pirtue of the prO{IISIOns of two Acts passed by the Legis
lature of tlte Colony of the Cape of Good Hope, the short title~ wlwreof are respectively 
"The Unii'Prsily Incorporation Act, 1873," and "The University ExtPnsion A.ct, 1875," an 
University has been establislted and constituted for that Colony, consisting of a Chancellor, 
a Vice Cltancellor, Council and Graduates, and as such has been incorporated and made 
a body politic witlt perpetual succession under the name of "The University of the Cape 
of Good If ope," with power to grant the several Degrees of Bachelor and Master of Arts 
and Bachelor and Doctor of Laws, and of lviedicine: And wTtereas Our trusty and 
well beloved Sir Ilenry Barkly, Knight Grand Cross of Our Most Distinguished Order of 
St. Michcwl and St. George, Knight Commander oy Our Most I lonourahle Order of the 
Bath, lately Our Governor and Commander-in-Chic in and over Our said Colony, hath 
moved Us to grant Letters Patent requiring all Our subjects to ·recognize the Degrees 
given under the said recited Act in the same manner as i[ the said Degrees had 
been granted by an University of the United Kingdom: Now know ye that We, taking the 
prembes into consideration, and deeming it to be the duty of Our Royal Office /or the 
promotion of sound learning to hold forth to all classes and denominations of Our faithful 
subjects, witltout any distinction whatsoever, throughout Our dominions, encouragements for 
pursuing a regular and liberal course of education, and considering that many persons do 
prosecute or complete their studies in the Colony of the Cape of Good Hope, on whom it is 
just to confer such distinctions and rewards as may induce them to persevere in such their 
laudable pursuits, do by virtue of Our prerogative and of Our special grace, certain knowledge 
and mere motion of these presents for Us, Our heirs and successors, will, grant and declare 
that tlw Degrees of Bachelor and Master of Arts and Bachelor and Doctor of Laws, and of 
Medicine, hereafter to be granted or con/erred by the said University of the Cape of Good 
Hope, slwll be recognized as Academic Distinctions and rewards of merit, and be entitled to 
rank, precedence, and consideration in Our United Kingdom, and in Our colonies and 
possessions throughout the world, as fully as if the said Degrees had been granted by any 
Unillersity of Our said United Kingdom. 

2. And We [urtlter will and ordain that no variation of the constitution of the said 
University whicTt may at any time, or from time to Lime, be made by the Act of the General 
Assembly of the Cape of Good Hope shall, unless the standard of knowledge now established, 
or a like standard in the opinion of our Governor [or the time being duly proclaimed in Our 
said Colony, be not preserved as a necessary condition of obtaining the aforesaid Degrees 
therein, in any manner annul, abrogate, circumscribe or Diminish the privileges conferred on 
the said University by these Our Letters Pattent, nor tlte ranks, rights, privileges, and 
considerations conferred by such Degrees. 

3· And lastly, We do hereby /or Us, Our heirs and successors, grant and declare 
tlwt these Our !.etters Patent, or the enrolment or exemplification thereof, shall he in and by 
all t1tings valid and effectual in the law according to the true intent and meaning of the 
same, and shall be construed and judged in the most favourable and hene[icial sense for the 
best advantage of tfte said University as well as in all Our Courts or elsewhere, notwithstanding 
any non recital, uncertainty or imperfection in these Our Letters Patent. 

In witness wltereof We have caused these Our Letters to he made Patent. 
\Vitness Ourself at Westminster, the eighth clay of August, in the forty-first year of 

Our Reign. 
By \Varrant under the Queen's Sign Manual. 

C. ROMILLY. 

--- ~ --- - - -----
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Royal Licence for Armorial 
Bearings 
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ED\VARD THE SEVENTH. by the Grace of God of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland and o/ the British Dominions beyond tlte Seas King, Defender o/ the 
Foitft. Emperor o/ India. 

To our Right Trusty and Right Entirely beloved Cousin and Councillor, Henry 
Duke o/ Norfolk, Earl Marshal, and Our Hereditary MarsTwl o/ England, Knight o/ 
Our 1'-lo:;t Noble Order o/ the Garter, and Knight Grand Cross o/ Our Royal 
Victorian Order. 

GREETING: 

W/1ereas Our Most Dear Son and Councillor His Royal IlinTmess George Frederick 
Emest Albert Prince o/ Wales, Knight of Our Most Noble Order o/ the Garter, Knight of Our 
Most Ancient and Most Noble Order of the Thistle, Knight o/ Our Most Illustrious Order of 
Saint Patrick, Knight Grand Cross of Our Most Distinguished Order o/ Saint Michael and 
Saint George, Knight Grand Cross of Our Royal Victorian Order, Vice Admiral of Our 
Fleet, Chancellor o/ Our University of the Cape of Good llope. lwtlt by his Petition humbly 
represented unto Us that by virtue of an Act, called "The UnitJersity Incorporation Act," 
passed by the Legislature of the Colony of the Cape of Good I lope in tfte year One thousand 
eight hundred and seventy-three, an University was establisTted and constituted /or 
that Colony by tTte name o/ "The University of the Cape o/ Good Hope, consisting of 
a Chancellor, a Vice Chancellor, Council and Graduates, as a body politic and corporate with 
perpetual succession and a Common Seal; And it being provided in and by the said Act 
that the said body politic and corporate shall have perpetual succession and have a Common 
Seal to the said University, and Our Most Dear Son, as Chancellor of the said University 
of the Cape o/ Good Hope, humbly prays Our Royal Licence and Authority that the said 
University may bear and use certain Armorial Ensigns on a Common Seal, Shields, Banners, 
or otherwise, according to the Laws of Arms. 

Know ye therefore that We of Our Princely Grace and Special Favour have given 
and granted and by these Presents give and grant unto the said University of the Cape of 
Good Hope Our Royal Licence and Authority to hear on their Common Seal, Shields, Banners 
or otherwise, according to the Laws of Arms, the arms /ollowin(J, viz.: An anchor with cable 
/essewise, surmounted by an open Book inscribed with the words "Spes in arduis," in a base 
a Wall embattled thereon an Amulet, on a Chief a Rose irradiated, being a representation 
of the Rose o/ York, used by King Edward the Fourth, between two Amulets: The Motto, 
"Spes in arcluis," as on the Book in the Arms, the whole to be the drawing hereunto annexed, 
tTte same being /irst duly exemplified and recorded in Our College of Arms, otherwise this 
Our Royal Licence and Permission to be void and of none effect. 

Our will and pleasure therefore is that you Henry, Duke of Norfolk, to whom the 
cognizance of matters of this nature doth properly belong, do require and command that this 
Our Concession and Especial Mark of Our Royal Favour he registered in Ottr College of Arms, 
to the end tlwt Our Officers of Arms and all others upon occasion my take full notice and 
have knowledge thereof; and /or so doing this shall be your \V arrant. 

Given at Our Court at Balmoral this seventh day of October, 1903, in the Third 
Year of Our Reign. 

By His Majesty's Command. 
A. AKERS DOUGLAS. 

Recorded in the College of Arms, London, pursuant to a Warrant /rom the Earl 
Marshal o/ England. 
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I DIE UNIVERSITEIT 
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Die Universiteit van 
Sui d .. Afrika 
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THE UNIVERSITY 
FOR ALL 

The University of 
South Africa 
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P.O . Box 1513, Pretoria. 



EXTERNAL STUDENT Page Eleven 

DIE UNIVERSITEIT VAN SUID--AFRIKA 
AS EKSAMINERENDE LIGGAAM 

P. A. TALJAARD, Assistent-Registrateur 

DIE ontwikkeling van die Universiteit van 
Suid-Afrika as opvolger van die Universiteit 
van die Kaap die Goeie Hoop staan, vir byna 

'n eeu, in noue verband met die ontwikkeling van die 
blanke beskawing vanaf die suidpunt van Suid-Afrika 
tot aan die Limpopo. 

In 1873 het die Universiteit van die Kaap die 
Goeie Hoop tot stand gekom, op sy beurt as opvolger 
van die ,.Public Board of Examiners." 

In 1875 het daar blykbaar 'n behoefte bestaan 
om eksamens buite die grense van die ,.ou Kolonie" 
af te neem, as gevolg waarvan die ,.University 
Extension Act" in daardie jaar aangeneem is. Onder 
andere lees dit: 

,.Whereas it is expedient that persons 
residing beyond the Limits of this Colony should 
be enabled to participate in some of the benefits 
enjoyed under the University Incorporation Act, 
1873, by persons who reside within the Colony, 
and it is doubtful how far, as the law stands, 
they can do so: Be it enacted by the Governor of 
the Cape of Good Hope, with the advice and 
co:o.sent of the Legislative Council and House of 
Assembly thereof, as follows: . . ." 
Op hierdie grondslag bet die Universiteit in 

status verrys om sy invloed te laat geld in gebiede 
so ver as wat die Voortrekker met sy ossewa in die 
vreemde kon deurdring. 

By die totstandkoming van die Universiteit van 
Suid-Afrika in 1918 is dit selfs raadsaam geag om 
die administratiewe kantoor van die universiteit van 
Kaapstad na Pretoria te verskuif weens die geweldig& 
ontwikkeling in die Noorde. Vanaf daardie jaar bet 
die aantal eksterne studente van ongeveer 200 aange
groei tot 4,000 in 1950. Nieteenstaande die selfstan
digwording van agt universiteite wat alma! vr oeer ~f 
later deel van die Universiteit was, is hy nog d1e 
grootste universiteit wat studentetal betref. Daar· 
benewens tel hy onder sy studente persone wat van 
die Rhodesies en gebiede verder noord vir graad
eksamens inskryf, en dit nogal sonder dat •·n dergelike 
wet soos die ,.University Extension Act" weer op 
die Statuteboek geplaas is. 

Vanaf sy bestaan tot nou was die Universiteit 
'n eksaminerende Jiggaam wat ook by magte was 
om die Matrikulasie-eksamen, Wetseksamens vir 
Prokureurs en Landmeterseksamens af te neem. 
Hierdie eienskap en funksies behou die Universiteit 
nog na meer as vyf-en-sewentig jaar en weer bet 
hv 'n bloot eksaminerende liggaam geword net soos 
by aan die begin was. 

Net soo3 die ou Universiteit van die Kaap die 
Goeie Hoop, bet die Univcrsiteit van Suid-Afrika in 
1918 die erfenis van die beheer van sowel die Proku
reurs-, Landmeters- en Matrikulasie-eksamens, as die 
Junior Sertifikaat- en Musiekeksamens oorgeneem toe 

by in 1918 die Universiteit van Suid-Afrika geword' 
bet, behalwe dat eersgenoemde eksamens onder 
beherende liggame, soos die Gemeenskaplike Matri
kulasieraad en die Gemeenskaplike Raad vir Profes
sionele Eksamens, ressorteer met die Registrateur as. 
sekretaris van genoemde rade. 

Deur al die jare heen, d.w.s. vir byna 'n eeu, is 
die verrigtings van die universiteit en die eksamen
rekords van kandidate wat graad- en ander eksamens 
onder die toesig van die universiteit afgele het, in 
die universiteitskantore bewaar. Binne 'n paar minute 
kan die uitslae van kandidate wat veertig of vyftig 
jaar gelede vir eksamens vanaf die Junior Sertifikaat 
tot die Magistersgraad ingeskryf het, verskaf word. 
In 1875 was die aantal gegradueerdes nog minder as 
eenhonderd. Die aantal kandidate wat vir die ver
skillende eksamens ingeskryf het, het stadig toege
neem, maar met geweldige spronge vooruitgegaan 
vanaf 1910. Vir die afgelope dertig jaar aileen 
sal die gemiddelde getal kandidate wat iedere jaar 
onder toesig van die universiteitskantoor eksamens. 
afgele bet, min of meer die volgende wees: 

Graadeksamens 4,000 
Matrikulasie-eksamen 2,500 
Junior Sertifikaat ... 3,500 
Wetseksamens vir Prokureurs en 

vir die Staatsdiens 80(} 
Musiekeksamens (prakties en teo-

reties) 8,000 
'n totaal dus van 17,000 kandidate per jaar of 
nagenoeg 500,000 in 30 jaar. 
Vir die voorafgaande vyftig jaar bestaan daar 

r ekords vir seker nie minder as 100,000 kandidate nie. 
Die ulliversiteit gaan voort soos hy in 1875 begin 

bet en wat die Registrateur en sy personeel betref, 
is daar feitlik geen noemenswaardige verandering te 
bespeur vandat al die universiteite selfstandig geword 
het nie en, soos dit blyk, sal die Junior Sertifikaat- en 
Musiekeksamens nog geruime tyd onder die universi
teit ressorteer. 

Hierdie jaar word sowat 4,300 inskrywings van. 
eksterne studente verwag; vir die Musiekeksamens. 
was daar byna 10,000, en alhoewel die Natalse
Onderwysdepartement sy eie Junior Sertifikaat
eksamen in 1951 instel, sal daar nog sowat 3,000· 
kandidate wees. 

Daarby kom nog die Matrikulasie-eksamen met 
2,500 en die Wets- en Landmeterseksamen met sowat 
'n duisend; altesaam 18,000 vir wie die nodige reelings 
getref moct word. Dit behels onder andere die 
volgende: 

(1) aanstelling van sowat 800 eksaminatore en 
moderatore; 

(2) die opstel, afdruk of tik, van ongeveer 600 
vraestelle; 

(3) reelings vir die afneem van die eksamens op 
meer as 1.200 sentrums binne en buite die 
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ESTATE AND SUCCESSION DUTIES, by W. A. Cooke, K.C. Fourth Edition ... 37/ 6 
(38/ 6 post free) 

THE LAW AND PRACTICE OF ADl\Ul\'ISTRATION OF ESTATES, by Adv. D. 

Meyerowitz ... 65/-
(67/ - post free) 

THE LAW OF WILLS IN S.A., by Hon. Mr. Justice Steyn. Second Edition ... ... 60/ -
(62/ - post free) 

THE LAW OF PARENT AND CIDLD, by Adv. E. Spiro ... 57/ 6 

TilE TAXATION OF PRIVATE COMPANIES, by A. S. Silke 

(59/ - post free) 

... 25/ 
(25/ 9 post free) 

ILLUSTRATIONS TO INCOl\IE TAX, by A. S. Silke. New Fourth Edition. (In the 

Press) ... 57/6 

IIANDBOOK ON TRANSFER DUTY, by Meyerowitz and Jacobson 

(59/- post free) 

25/
(26/- post free) 

THE RENTS ACT IN SOUTH AFRICA, by R. E. G. Rosenoro, K.C. and M. A. 

Diemont, K.C. Second Edition ... ... 30/-
(31/ 6 post free) 

EXECUTOR'S ACCOUNTS AND DEAm DUTIES, by H. J. Kriel. Second Edition 30/
(31/ 6 post free) 

LAW OF INSOLVENCY IN S.A., by W. H. Mars, K.C. and H. E. Hockly. Fourth 

Edition .. . 65/ -

Subscribe to -

Published Monthly. 

THE COmrnRCIAL LAW REPORTER 

(Law for the Business Man) 

(67 /6 post free) 

Annual Subscripti<m., £2/ 17/ 6 post free. 

JUTA & CO. LTD, 
P.O. Box 30. CAPE TOWN and P.O. Box 1010. JOHANNESBURG 
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Unie vir die verskillende eksamens dwars
deur die jaar; 

(4) die verpakking van vraestelle, skryfbehoef
tes, eksamenboeke, ens., wat aan die sen
trums gestuur, terug ontvang en aan die 
eksaminatore gestuur moet word; die pos
en spoorvraggeld hierop bedra ongevecr 
£1,800 per jaar; 

(5) die punte wat iedere kandidaat behaal, moet 
noukeurig saamgestel en gekontrolleer word; 
behalwe in die geval van musiekeksamens 
word aile punte deur ouditeure nagesien teen 
'n vergoeding van oor die £800 per jaar; die 
moontlikheid dus dat 'n fout gemaak word, 
is uiters gering; 

(6) aan alle kandidate word, na afloop van die 
eksamen, kennis gegee van die uitslag van 
bulle eksamens en daarna word sertifikate 
aan aile suksesvolle kandidate gestuur; 

(7) daarna is dit nog nie klaar nie, want vir 
gerieflike naslaandoeleindes word kaarte 
uitgemaak vir alle geslaagde kandidate en 
in alfabetiese volgorde bewaar; hierby kom 
nog ongeveer 5,000 kaarte van persone wat 
jaarliks van die Martikulasie-eksamen vryge
gestel word op grond van departementele of 
ander eksamens.. 

Ten slotte, wat van die toekoms van hierdie 
merkwaardige inrigting? 

Die Universiteit van Suid-Afrika is inderdaad 
'n kanniedood. In sy nuwe gedaante verrys hy weer 
soos 'n reus en al sou al sy ander funksies van hom 
weggeneem word, sal hy in die toekoms, weens die 
geweldige uitbreiding op ekonomiese en onderwys
gebiede in die Unie en in sy buurstate, en omdat daar 
so 'n groot nie-blanke bevolking is aan wie voldoende 
interne hoer onderwys nie binne afsienbare tyd 
verskaf kan word nie, steeds meer en meer eksterne 
studente vir eksamens inskryf. Dit is heel duidelik 
dat binne die volgende tien jaar die aantal eksterne 
studente met 8,000 sal aangroei waarvan die meer
derheid nie-blankes sal wees. 

Die afdeling Eksterne Studie val) die Universiteit 
staan aan die spits van hierdie geweldige uitbreiding 
op die gebied van boer onderwys, in 'n eeu waarin 
die opleiding van volwassenes van die grootste belang 

IN THE REGISTRAR'S VIEW 
(Continued from page 7.) 

University enrolments, either internal or external. 
I gathered that in the first case many parents sent 
children, who couldn't find employment, to a univer
sity or college purely and simply to keep them from 
kicking their heels in idleness at home or on the farm; 
and that in the second, many who could not afford 
full time study consoled themselves by taking a post 
and registering externally. 

The tempo of the rise in the numbers of External 
Students was checked by the outbreak of war. Many 
students volunteered; and the University had to under
take special and sometimes complicated arrangements 
for the holding of examinations in training camps 
for those who wanted them. Not only in training 
camps; examinations were held on the high seas, in 
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vir die gesonde opbou van 'n volk beskou word, veral 
soos die van Suid-Afrika met sy verskillende rasse. 
Die regerende party sal seker 'n ernstige ondiens aan 
die volk bewys deur enigiets te doen wat die uiters 
belangrike taak wat op 'n instelling soos die afdeling 
Eksterne Studie van die Universiteit rus, te strem, 
of in gebreke te bly om die nodige finansiele steun 
te verleen vir die bestaan en voortsetting van 'n 
gesonde stelsel van boer onderwys wat binne die 
bereik van iedereen in die verste hoek van ons land 
behoort te wees, hoe nederig sy stand of wat die kleur 
van sy vel ook mag wees. 

Solank daar 'n hongersnood onder die tiendui
sende vir verder kennis bestaan, sal die Universiteit 
van Suid-Afrika, as die magtigste eksaminerende 
inrigting, met die welwillende ondersteuning van die 
doserende universiteite en die inspanning van die 
Afdeling Eksterne Studie steeds aan die voorpunt 
staan en sal hy in die toekoms net soveel roemryke 
figure onder sy graduandi tel as wat hy in die 
verlede opgelewer bet. 

Om mee af te sluit haal ek die gevalle van twee 
nie-blanke eksterne studente aan om aan te toon 
waartoe eksterne studie in staat is. Die een het in 
die Matrikulasie-eksamen deur middel van private 
studie geslaag, vier jaar daarna sy B.A.-graad ver
werf, toe die LL.B.- en later die M.A.-graad in Engels, 
sonder om 'n enkele keer te druip. Die ander een 
het weer in 1923 met sy B.A.-studie begin en sedert
dien 22 keer ingeskryf; tot datum het hy slegs in vyf 
kursusse geslaag en vanjaar het hy weer vir drie 
kursusse ingeskryf. Dit is 'n paar tipiese voorbeelde 
van die gees van volharding wat onder die meeste 
eksterne studente beers. 

Die grootste groep val wei tussen hierdie twee 
uiterste gevalle van volslae sukses aan die een kant 
en 'n skrale loon vir wonderbaarlike volharding aan 
die ander kant, maar by die oorgrote meerderheid 
beers daardie gees van uithou en aanhou, waartoe die 
Universiteit van Suid-Afrika met sy steunpilaar, die 
Afdeling Eksterne Studie onder Ieiding van sy ywerige 
Direkteur en sy bekwame staf, sy dee! met diensvaar
digheid sal bydra om man·ne en vroue vir bulle 
lewenstaak tot in lengte van dae voor te berei. 

Lank leef die Universiteit van Suid-Afrika wat 
nou inderdaad die Universiteit van Afrika geword bet! 

Egypt, and in Stalags and Oilags. I was disappointed 
that arrangements to hold an examination in a Dakota 
fell through; and still more that no student ever 
asked permission to write in a submarine. We also 
held examinations in internment camps; one such 
was for the M.Div. degree. 

Besides cases in which the toga yielded to arms, 
and military duty interfered with study, the men left 
behind had their own troubles. Some spent two and 
three evenings a week on voluntary guard duties; 
others were working long hours of overtime: and 
enrolments dropped. Another cause, I was told in 
all seriousness at the time, was the confident expec
tation in 1940 and 1941 that Germany would win the 
war and take over the Union, and degree credits 
would be valueless under the New Order. The war 
years brought many problems and difficulties; 

(CO)ttinued on page 17.) 
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UNIVERSITY EXTENSION IN CANADA WITH 
SPECIAL REFERENCE TO ROME STUDY 

KENNETH F. BYRD, 1\I.A., B.Sc. (Econ.), A.C.A., C.A. (S.A.) 
P rofessor of Accounting, McGill University, Montreal 

"l'he Canadian Tradition 

T HE existence of special extension departments 
in most Canadian universities is evidence that 
Canada has been by no means unaware of the 

need for taking the University to the people in these 
days of ever-widening educational requirements. This 
is not surprising, for in Canada the first necessity in 
the pioneering days was earning power, and boys 
and girls, young men and young women, had to obtain 
their education at times which did not interfere with 
their ability to augment the family income. Such 
circumstances account for the comparatively short 
university academic year in Canada, from early 
October to late April or early May. During the 

.-summer and autumn months the majority of university 
students still work hard - in lumber camps or as 
lift attendants, stewards on pleasure boats, etc. - in 
.order to earn the money to pay for their university 
studies. 
Adult Education 

In 1935 the Canadian Association for Adult 
Education was organised, with its headquarters at 
the University of Toronto. Its activities throughout 
the Dominion have progressed very rapidly, being 
given great impetus by World War II. The titles of 
the associated organisations listed on its letter paper 
- Joint Planning Commission, National Farm Radio 
Forum, Food for Thought, Canadian Radio Awards, 
~anadian Film Awards, National Citizens' Forum -
are sufficient evidence of its widespread network of 
communication with the people it seeks to educate. 
'The Association has recently published a book• of 
information on the many-sided development of adult 
-education in Canada. 

Most Canadian universities conduct evening 
tutorial classes for adults.. Sometimes they send 
visiting lecturers to communities other than their 
.own. Thus the University of British Columbia, in 
particular, being the only university in its province, 
-sends its extension staff members out into forty 
-different communities for much of their time. The 
University of Saskatchewan has extended night class 
facilities to rural areas under the title "The Lighted 
School." Over a period of forty years the Department 
of University Extension in Alberta has developed 
until it provides a travelling library and an extensive 
film library which serve the whole province. Regional 
library services are also provided by the University 
of British Columbia, especially in the Fraser Valley. 
At the other end of the Dominion Laval University in 
Quebec city, with a well-developed "Service Exterieur" 
provides film libraries and film circuits, and Macdonald 
College, or McGill University, near Montreal, has a 
most efficient adult information service, a travelling 
library, a handicraft programme and organised 
extension work throughout much of English-speaking 
Quebec. 

In a class by itself is Sir George Williams College 
at Montreal. Over many decades it has developed 
from an early beginning in 1873, under the auspices 
of the Young Men's Christian Association, until in 
1948 it was given university status by the Quebec 
Provincial Legislature. This college has an evening 
division which offers the same programmes and 
courses of study as the day division, with the same 
standard of achievement for each. It represents a 
complete duplication of facilities to enable many a 
full-time day worker to study for a degree as an 
internal student in the evening. The degree of B.A., 
B.Sc. or B.Comm. may be obtained in six years or 
more by the evening students, whose full academic 
year covers eight months. The college claims that 
its inviolable rule is that the evening course must 
not be weaker than the corresponding day course 
- "it must be as much better as the more mature 
student can make it." 

An example of leadership training is Camp 
Laquemac in Quebec Province. This is a joint product 
of Laval University in Quebec city and Macdonald 
College, of McGill University, near Montreal. It is 
a short two weeks summer school, held at Lake 
Chapleau in the Laurentian Mountains, and is a 
conscious effort to deal with Quebec's bilingual 
problem. The school is bilingual (French and 
English) and intended for the training of community 
workers. All participants are regarded as teachers 
as well as students and education is by the discussion 
method. Students and instructors, men and women, 
total about one hundred, mainly Canadians with 
a small sprinkling from the United States and 
overseas. The camp atmosphere achieves a level of 
informality such as is difficult to attain by other 
means. The scheme is financed by a grant from 
the Department of Youth of the Quebec Provincial 
Government . 

Foremost among the "uncommon schools" is 
Frontier College, a backwoods college in which the 
"professors" of the evenings wield a pickaxe or 
operate buzz-saws during the day, alongside their 
students. The teachers are themselves students from 
the universities. In 1949 there were some two 
thousand official students enrolled in classes and 
from twelve to fifteen thousand attended informal 
discussions on current events, literature, history, 
etc. The University of British Columbia provides 
educational facilities for fishermen in the province. 
There is really no limit to the measures which are 
being taken to bring some possibility of education 
to those who can profit by it but have no hope of 
ever being able to attain a formal education. 

The Summer School 
The summer school is a development which links 

many universities with extra-mural students who 
would otherwise have no direct contact with the 
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universities. The residential requirements which are 
usually insisted on for extra-mural students, at 
some stage in the university studies, are often 
wholly or partially satisfied by attendance at the 
university during the summer when full-time courses 
are ended. Queen's University, of Kingston, Ontario, 
may here be taken as an outstanding example. Its 
summer school covers seven weeks in July and 
August and forms part of the official extra-mural 
course, together with the correspondence course which 
will be described shortly. A single inclusive extra 
mural and summer school fee is charged covering 
tuition, with use of the laboratory and library, and 
the right to borrow three books on different pieces 
of work at the same time. If the examination is taken 
within two years of the summer school the 
examination fee is also covered. Other privileges are 
health insurance, athletics and membership in the 
summer school association. To have the right to 
postpone their examination for the maximum period 
of two years students must have completed seven
eights of the required exercises and all the required 
essays. A cycle of courses is announced for five 
years in advance and students plan their extra-mural 
and summer school work accordingly. The Universities 
of British Columbia and Toronto both conduct similar 
summer courses in association with correspondence 
courses. 

Sir George Williams College, already mentioned, 
has a summer school covering four months of 
evening lectures only, as part of its regular evening 
facilities. No student may take more than eight 
hours weekly in the summer and the aim is, as far 
as possible, to lighten the load of the heavy winter 
session. 

One summer school of an exceptional nature 
must be mentioned. The Banff School of Fine Arts, 
in the Rocky Mountains, grew out of a Carnegie 
Grant to the University of Alberta in 1933, for the 
training of community leaders and teachers. It has 
developed until its courses in art, music and theatre 
carry regular university academic and teachers' 
credits - in Arts and Science, Education and Fine 
Arts - in most of the leading Canadian and American 
universities. Due to increasing numbers of students 
an extension to Jasper Park has now been made 
and the two schools draw students from all over 
the world. Large chalets have been built, with 
dining accommodation for five hundred and sleeping 
for three hundred. The summer session is six weeks. 
The cost are 80,000 dollara per annum but, apart 
from a university grant of 2,500 dollars, the 
institution is self-supporting. Great hopes are held 
that this may ultimately become a "Canadian 
Salzburg," operating all the year round. It should 
be added that the University of British Columbia 
has also done somewhat similar work in the arts, 
especially the drama. An intensive summer school of 
the theatre gives great assistance to teachers and 
others interested in the community theatre. 
Home or Correspondence Study 

Correspondence courses are offered by several 
Canadian universities - Queen's University at 
Kingston, Ontario, the University of British Columbia, 
Western University at London, Ontario, the University 
of Toronto, the University of Manitoba and Laval 
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University of Quebec. In this field Queen's has the 
lead and was the pioneer, having had correspondence 
students for over seventy years. Its department of 
extension was founded in 1890. The academic year 
is divided into two extra-mural sessions, April
August and September- April, and forty correspond
ence courses are offered, all in the Faculty of Arts 
(which, in Canada, normally includes courses for 
the B.Comm. degree. Extra-mural students are 
allowed to take two courses or three half-courses 
in summer and two courses or four half-courses in 
winter. Regulations allow up to two-thirds of the 
Pass B.A. courses and one-quarter of the B.Comm. 
courses to be taken by correspondence. Three intra
mural sessions are required for completion of the 
B.Comm. degree, while B.A. students must attend 
the university either for two winter sessions, or one 
winter session and three summer schools, or five 
summer schools. In general the residential require
ments for B.A. students are satisfied by attendance 
at the five summer schools, since the students are 
usually teaching during the winter. For completion 
of the degree in five years a grade of at least B 
(65 to 80 per cent.) must be obtained in half the 
courses, but seven or eight years is said to be the 
average time taken. 

In general, in the Queen's course, instruction 
sheets prescribe readings, assign exercises and essays 
to be written, and in some cases, give the substance 
of intra-mural lectures. Exercises have to be 
submitted by specified dates, every two weeks or so, 
or they are returned unmarked and without credit. 
Each submitted assignment is corrected, assessed 
and criticised by an extra-mural tutor who will be 
a member of the university teaching staff or will 
have special qualifications for the particular case. 
Before he is eligible to write the examination the 
student must have satisfactorily completed at least 
seven-eights of the official assignments. The extra
mural student writes the same examination paper 
as the intra-mural student and at the same time. 
There are nearly two hundred examination centres 
available for Queen's University students, educational 
officials or clergymen being usually selected as 
presiding officers. The percentage of correspondence 
students who discontinue their courses before 
completion is said to be very high, from 30 to 50 
per cent. giving up the struggle. But the numbers 
who succeed amply justify the correspondence 
facilities offered and many recognised leaders in 
Canadian education are said to owe their degrees to 
the extra-mural opportunities available. 

The link between the extra-mural and intra-mural 
courses is kept very close. Thus extra-mural students 
may become intra-mural during the winter session, 
in those courses in which they have satisfactorily 
completed the required work up to date of transfer. 
In an average year the extra-mural enrolment at 
Queen's is about 1,300 students. Of these about 
two-thirds are from Ontario, but Quebec and Alberta 
provide nearly one-quarter. A few students may write 
from the United States, one or two from South and 
Central America and occasionally from even further 
afield. It is reported that one current enrolment 
is from Africa. 

The general features of correspondence courses 



Bladsy Sestien EKSTERNE STUDEN T 

SE~ 
bied vir die ambisieuse 

SEUN EN DOGTER 'N BELOWENDE 
EN INTERESSANTE LOOPBAAN AAN 

Om voorwaardes van toe/ating, doen aansoek by enige Takbestuurder 

NEDERLANDSE BANK 
VAN SUID-AFRIKA BEPERK 



EXT E R NA L STUDENT 

provided by other universities are much the same. 
The University of Toronto's correspondence courses 
are mainly preparation for its summ~r school. For 
teachers Toronto offers the alternative of special 
Teachers' Classes during the regular session or 
correspondence tuition followed by the summer school. 
Out of a total of sixty units of credit required for 
a B.A. degree the University of British Columbia 
allows a maximum of fifteen units for correspondence 
work, at a rate of not more than three units per 
annum. The balance of the degree may possibly 
be completed in summer session work at the rate of 
not more than six units per annum, but candidates 
are strongly advised to attend at least one winter 
session. The fees charged for the correspondence 
courses are the same as those for similar courses in 
the winter session. At present the corresponde1;1ce 
courses available for the B.A. degree are mainly at 
the second and third year level, open to those with 
full fisrt year or Senior Matriculation standing .. 
Queen's Univers ity Correspondence Course for 

Chartered Accountant Students 
Special mention may, perhaps, be made of the 

correspondence course provided by Queen's University 
for the Diploma. of the Institute of Chartered 
Accountants of Ontario. At all stages, primary, inter
mediate and final, this course, provided by the School 
of Commerce and Administration at Queen's is the 
only authorised course of instruction. The same 
course is given in British Columbia under the direct 
administration of the Institute of Chartered Account
ants of British Columbia. As in the Union of South 
Africa the provincial Institutcs of Chartered Account
ants all take uniform intermediate and final exam
inations, and a movement has for some time been 
on foot to adopt a uniform correspondence course for 
students throughout the Dominion. The link with 
Queen's University would still probably be maintained. 
The Canadian Univcrsities have, in general, no such 
close control of the intermediate Chartered Account
ants' examination as will exist in South Africa, 
under the new agreement, though in some provinces, 
e.g. Saskatchewan and Quebec, an approved B.Comm. 
degree may gain exemption from the intermediate 
examination. 
University Training fo r the Accountancy 

P rofession in Quebec 
In the Province of Quebec chartered accountant 

s tudents resident in Montreal and Quebec city are 
required by the Institute of Chartered Accountants 
to prepare for their examinations in evening classes 
given in the universities. For those resident outside 
these cities the Institute provides its own corres
pondence courses. McGill University trains the 
English-speaking students resident in Montreal, 
providing five yearly examinations which have to 
be passed before the student is permitted to sit the 
Institute's intermediate and final examinations. There 
is also a unique provision, by Act of the provincial 
legislature, by which B.Comm.. graduates of McGill 
and the two French-speaking universities who have 
obtained the Diploma of Licentiate in Accountancy 
of those universities have the right, without further 
examination, to membership of the Institute of 
Chartered Accountants of Quebec. To obtain the 
diploma these graduates must have taken certain 

Page Seventeen 

prerequisite courses for the B.Comm degree, followed 
by four college examinations before the diploma 
examination itself. This normally involves two years 
of evening study at the university after obtaining 
the degree. The diploma examination is a university 
examination, but, in practice, McGill University adopts 
the Chartered Accountants' final examination for the 
purpose. University professors are members of the 
Quebec Institute's examinations board for the purpose 
of studying and making recommendations regarding 
the examination papers before they are actually set. 
Licentiate students are normally required to have at 
least one year of practical experience in a chartered 
accountant's office before being granted the Diploma. 

From all that has been written it can be seen 
that Canada is doing its part, through its universities, 
to overcome the difficulties inherent in a situation 
where the population is scattered over a vast area, 
with relatively few large urban centres. Such a 
situation is, of course, familiar to South Africans, 
whose problems arc much the same. The University 
of South Africa docs for South Africans, without any 
provincial bounds, what is done in Canada by several 
universities, but more on a provincial basis. When 
the University of South Africa becomes a university 
purely for external students, with representatives of 
all the Union's universities on its Senate and Council, 
it will be initiating an experiment which will be 
keenly watched from other parts of the world, not 
least from the Dominion of Canada. The writer 
congratulates the Director of the External Studies 
Division and others, whose labours, vision and courage 
have made possible this new development. May the 
University of South Africa long continue to make 
university training possible for the large numbers 
who cannot attend at the university centres. 

II\ THE REGISTRAH'S \'lEW 
(Continued from page 13.) 

staffing, transport, supplies of paper and books, 
black-outs in coastal areas, censorship and security 
rules, and soon; and a heavy burden of responsibility 
and overtime was thrown on senior members of the 
Staff. And 1945 brought little relief; fresh problems 
arose with the flood of enrolments of ex-volunteers 
and of civilians now able to resume studies. The 
University found the External System one of the most 
pressing of its urgent reconstruction problems, and 
appointed the present Director as a one-man commis
sion to enquire into it. His report, a masterpiece of 
lucid summing up of the results of thorough pains
taking investigation of all the relevant material, led 
to that further milestone in the University's history, 
the institution of the Division of External Studies. 
The success of the Division in its first three years of 
existence is considerably beyond the expectation at 
the time; and while opinions may differ as to whether 
it can maintain its present unexpectedly rapid rate of 
expansion, and what precise part it will be called 
upon to play in the general scheme of adult education, 
there can be no difference of opinion as to the vital 
necessity for its continued existence in providing 
guidance into the realms of higher education for those 
whose circumstances do not permit of full time 
University attendance. 

B 
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HOME STUDY IN U.S.A. 
KREINE ALEXANDER 

THE earliest organisation in the U.S.A. to offer 
any form of correspondence teaching was a 
body known as the Society to Encourage Study 

at Home, formed in Boston in 1873. The activities of 
the Society extended over a period of 27 years. 

Commencing very soon after this Society, a 
second effort in the same direction was made by a 
group of 32 professors drawn from Johns Hopkins, 
Harvard, Wisconsin and other Colleges, who inaugu
rated a so-called Correspondence University, which, 
however, had neither a charter nor the authority to 
confer degrees. The life of this organisation was 
shorter than that of the Society to Encourage Study 
at Home. 

In 1873, also, the Illinois Wesleyan University 
began a definite scheme of non-resident instruction, 
which seems to have proved very popular until it 
was abandoned at the turn of the century. 

These early ventures in correspondence teaching 
were intended principally to provide students with 
outlines of reading as preparation for examinations 
to be taken at the University. Correspondence courses 
as we know them now, however, were inaugurated by 
Dr. William Rainey Harper and other educators in 
the 1890's, as a result of experience gained in the 
conduct of the Chautauqua Summer Schools. These 
Summer Schools were begun in New York State in 
1870, originally for the purpose of training Sunday 
School workers. A certain amount of correspondence 
teaching followed, however, when individual teachers 
wished to help their students to continue their studies 
at home. By 1883 it bad become apparent that there 
was a real need for this form of tuition, and the 
Chautuaqua College of Liberal Arts was accordingly 
formed and obtained a charter which gave it authority 
to offer collegiate instruction by correspondence, as 
well as to issue diplomas and confer degrees. 

Dr. Harper was the first head of the University 
of Chicago, founded in 1890, and he it was who intro
duced the new conception of University extension, 
which included in its scope the provision of corres
pondence teaching. It is to be noted that from the 
beginning there was a prescribed maximum of work 
which could be taken by correspondence for each 
particular degree. In addition, students had to be 
at least 21 years old, and had to satisfy the Univer
sity of their inability to secure classroom tuition. 

The lead given by the University of Chicago was 
early followed by the University of Wisconsin and 
many other large institutions, and the system soon 
became firmly established. Today correspondence 
teaching is an important part of the extension work 
carried on by a large number of American universities 
and other public educational institutions, over a 
hundred of which now offer tuition by mail. In 
some cases courses are provided on the high school 
as well as on the college level. 

Private correspondence schools have played a 
part in the development of home study, and their 
extensive (and expensive) publicity has helped to 

popularize the method. There are some 200 of these 
schools operating on a commercial basis, with a total 
of about 800,000 students per year. The courses 
supplied offer little competition to those of the public 
institutions. They are mostly of a vocational nature, 
and meet a wide-spread demand. 

But the quality of the instruction furnished by 
the private schools varies greatly. Generally, the 
courses provided are inferior in quality to similar 
courses supplied by the universities and colleges, 
although there arc, of course, exceptions. Much has, 
however, been done by the National Home Study 
Council (which was organised in 1926) to raise the 
level of the private correspondence institutions. The 
Council inspects and approves courses of instruction 
offered; and it publishes a blue book in which are 
recorded the names of those institutions which sub
scribe to a definite code of ethical practice. In this 
manner some headway has been made against abuses 
by certain schools. 

On the whole the private institutions charge 
higher fees than the universities; and whereas the 
universities readily make refunds, it appears that a 
considerable part of the profits earned by the private 
schools is derived from fees paid by students who 
enrol for courses but abandon their studies at an 
early stage. 

In general, the students who take college courses 
by correspondence may be classified as follows: 

(1) Undergraduates who are unable to complete 
their degrees on the campus; 

(2) advanced students filling up undergraduate 
deficiencies; 

(3) adults who were handicapped in obtaining 
an academic education at an earlier stage; 

(4) a small proportion of adults who study for 
cultural purposes only, without reference to 
a degree. 

Active steps are often taken to interest students 
who are in institutions such as hospitals, prisons and 
reformatories; and not only are correspondence cour
ses supplied to them, but study groups, and sometimes 
classes, are formed. 

There is no standard university in the U.S.A. 
which awards a degree solely on correspondence study. 
The extent of the credits which may be earned in this 
way varies from one institution to another, but does 
not, on the whole, exceed fifty per cent of the total 
required for a degree. There are usually restrictions 
on the taking of natural science subjects, unless 
adequate laboratories are available for practical work; 
and certain faculties, such as medicine and law, for 
example, recognise no correspondence work whatever. 
(The reasons for the objection in the case of medicine 
are obvious, but as far as law is concerned, it would 
seem that they are other than academic.) 

Correspondence students usually receive higher 
grades for their work than do students taking the 
same or similar courses in residence. At the same 
time, the total record of studen~ who work partly 
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in residence and partly by correspondence averages 
higher than that of students who complete the whole 
degree in residence. It is asserted that correspondence 
study calls for twice as much actual work on the part 
of the student, while, on the other hand, he receives 
far more individual attention than does the student 
in the classroom. There is every prospect that the 
gradual expansion of home study departments will 
continue. 

Courses are supplied most commonly to individual 
students. There is a second system which is not, 
however, used by many institutions, whereby students 
taking the same courses work in small groups (in 
clubs, shops, offices, etc.) and may, where practicable, 
receive occasional visits from the instructor. They 
work sometimes informally and sometimes under the 
guidance of one of their number, and submit either 
individual papers for grading or a common set. And, 
thirdly, there is the supervised correspondence scheme 
on the secondary school level, used so successfully by 
the University of Nebraska and other institutions, 
which enables small schools to expand their curricula 
by offering subjects for which they are unable to 
employ special teachers. 

Students are encouraged to take one or, at the 
most, two courses at a time. The speed at which 
the student works depends entirely upon himself, but 
he is expected to devote roughly one hour a day to 
his studies for six days a week. As soon as he 
completes a course he may apply for and take his 
final examination. This examination is usually set 
by the teacher of the corresponding course taken by 
resident students, but is not necessarily the same as 
their examination. 

Adult Education 
PHYLLIS 

N 0 one in England need be ignorant, unless he 
has no desire to learn, no curiosity about 
the world, no itch to develop his talents. The 

Education Act of 1944 says: 
It shall be the duty of every local education 
authority to secure the provision for their area 
of adequate facilities for further education, that 
is to say: 
(a) full-time and part-time education for persons 

over compulsory school age; and 
(b) leisure-time occupation, in such organised 

cultural training and recreative activities 
as are suited to their requirements, for any 
persons over compulsory school age who are 
able and willing to profit by the facilities 
provided for that purpose. 

The significant thing about this act is that it did 
little more than impose a legal obligation upon Local 
Education Authorities to provide what in practice, 
already existed. 

Like so many features of the British social scene 
Adult Education had its beginnings in the recognition 
pf a need, wJlich W!lS followed by volutary service, 
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Some progress has been made in the U.S.A. in 
the use of audio-visual methods of education as an 
adjunct to correspondence teaching. Good use has 
been made of phonograph records in teaching foreign 
languages, but the general attitude is that it is almost 
impossible to teach correct pronunciation; and the aim 
of the course is mainly to give the student a good 
reading and writing knowledge of the language. 
Hence the phonograph record is a supplement to the 
correspondence lessons, and not the main part of 
the course. Its scope is limited to some extent by 
practical difficulties (e.g., not all students own phono
graphs) ; but the newest records are of plastic mate
rial, so that the previous problem of packing for 
despatch to students has largely disappeared. 

There are high hopes of extending the use of 
radio instruction in combination with correspondence 
courses, but there are limitations at the moment 
because of the heavy costs and the difficulties of 
organization. The position should improve, however, 
when more universities are able to maintain their own 
broadcasting stations, for education in the U.S.A. 
now has its own place on the air, with twenty channels 
in the frequency modulation (FM) band. The Uni
versity of Louisville has actually inaugurated full 
courses of radio lessons. Where the radio is used as an 
adjunct to the ordinary home study course, the talks 
are given by distinguished speakers who are listened to 
by the public at large, and are therefore advertised 
beforehand by the press and radio. Students are 
asked to listen to the talks and to give a brief resume 
of what they have heard. 

. 
ln Great Britain 
WARNER 

then at a later stage the service was organised by the 
State. 

Late in the eighteenth and early in the nineteenth 
centuries there could be found dotted over Great 
Britain small groups of men and women learning to 
read and write. They learnt to read the Bible. Adult 
Education had begun. 

Towards the end of the eighteenth century a 
number of Mutual Improvement Societies were found
ed. The members of these Societies were working 
men - "artisans" to use the term of the time - and 
they were to be found studying Reading, Writing, 
Arithmetic, Drawing, Geography and History. These 
societies, like the Working Men's Colleges which 
followed them, were financed by the fees of the pupils 
and interested middle class people. In many cases the 
fees, which nowadays would seem to be small, were 
paid only by real sacrifice on the part of the pupil. 

The organisation of Mechanics Institutes was 
another important step taken voluntarily. In some 
populous centres "classes" of 500 or more artisans 
attended the lectures which were mainly on Physics, 
Chemistry, Mathematics and Mechanical Principles. 
The men in the "Workshop of the World", as Britain 
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include the following: 
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Courses. 

Civil Service Law Certificate Course. 
Attorney's Admission Certificate Course. 
Chartered Institute of Secretaries Courses. 

T eacher's Certificate Courses -
F ull-time Courses leading to: 

(a) The National Teacher's Certificate in 
Commerce. 

(b) The National Teacher's Certificate in 
Domestic Science. 

Correspondence Courses -
(a) Junior, Senior and Matriculation 

Exemption Courses leading to the 
National Examinations of the Union 
Department of Education. 

(b) LANGUAGES: Afrikaans for Begin
ners, Taalbond Eksamens, Xhosa 
(Junior and Senior) . 

(c) COMMERCIAL: Bookkeeping, Short
hand, Typewriting. 

NOTE : These courses are conducted by an 
Institution recognised by the Union 
Department of Education. 

Courses are available in English and 
in Afrikaans. Fees are low. 

ENQUIRIES and PROSPECTUSES: 

Apply the REGISTRAR, 

P.O. Box 652, 

CAPE TOWN. 
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had become, were anxious to learn the fundamentals 
of their work in the factories. The working men 
eventually dropped off because of the influx of people 
of slightly better education than the artisans. The 
classic example of this tendency is to be found in the 
Birkbeck Working Men's Institute of London, which 
became Birkbeck College of the University of London. 
To this day Birkbeck College is crowded in the 
evenings by numbers of young men and women who 
work at various "office" jobs during the day and 
prepare for degrees in the evenings. Some Working 
Men's Colleges remain - and these are still attended 
by youngish men who could not be described as 
"artisans." Many of the Lecturers at these Colleges 
still give their services free. In the course of time 

·other colleges became Technical Institutes and were 
taken over by the Local Education Authorities. 

Up to the middle of the nineteenth century most 
Adult Education was informative and informative 
only. But with the advent of University Extension 
came the tendency towards taking to those outside 
College walls the beginnings of a severer mental 
discipline. In many distri~ts. frequently remote from 
the parent university, a handful of people organised 
University Extension Centres. To these centres 
journeyed young university lecturers, and some not so 
young! who were eager to pass on the benefits of 
university education which they themselves had 
enjoyed, with its freedom of discussion and criticism. 
and the contact of teacher and pupil. Oxford, for 
instance, had "centres" as far apart and as far from 
Oxford, as Staffordshire, Kent and North Wales. In 
time all the Universities had quite important "Extra
Mural" departments. A large proportion of the 
centres have had a continuous existence to the present 
day. In many cases courses of study are followed by 
examinations for degrees and diplomas. 

A typically British development quickly followed 
the establishment of University Extension Lectures
the Summer School. To these "schools" go a con
siderable number of men and women who follow up 
during the whole, or a part of their summer holidays, 
studies of the subjects they have been following in 
the winter evenings. 

From some students of the University Extension 
movement there came a demand for a more intensive 
system of education and the Tutorial Class was born. 
The Extension lectures began as lectures and nothing 
more. Soon there developed the system of the lee· 
turer remaining in the room for a time after his dis
course to answer questions put by the more eager 
students; from this grew the custom of having the 
lecture, delivered to perhaps 500-600 people, regu
larly followed by a much smaller "class." From this 
inturn grew the Tutorial Class consisting of no more 
than 32 people. Each class meeting lasted for two 
hours, at least half of which was devoted to discus
sion. During the session of 24 class meetings each 
student was expected to do a fair amount of written 
work. 

Tutorial Classes had no sooner started than the 
Workers' Educational Association was founded by 
Dr. A. Mansbridge. The Association became the 
organisation by which the Universities and the stu
derts were brought into close co-operation. The W.E.A. 
became a part of the Tutorial Classes Committee of 
the Universities and it also organised classes for 
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which it was itself responsible. Here began an entirely 
new system of co-operation, between the University, 
the Board (now Ministry) of Education, the Local 
Education Authority and a Voluntary Association 
which has become the model system in a number of 
countries. To state the system quite briefly the 
Voluntary Association organises the classes and 
represents the interests of the students on the appro
priate University Committee. The University, 
Ministry of Education and Local Education Authority 
share the financial and academic responsibility. This 
organisation sounds complex and clumsy but it means 
that Adult Education in England can never be 
regimented; there is room for eccentricity and 
experiment. 

In the last half century or so there have been 
established in various towns, University Settlements 
- Toynbee Hall in London being the best known of 
these. These deserve a separate article devoted to 
describing the immense range and variety of subjects 
followed by the students, and the services of the lec
turers. Most of the lecturers at such establishments 
reside in the "Hall", follow their various professions 
during the day and devote their evenings to educa
tional work. 

The Quakers were responsible 70 or more years 
ago for founding the Adult School Movement on a 
non-denominational basis. In these "schools" -
which meet in all sorts of places, may be found men 
and women studying social problems from an ethical 
standpoint. 

There are, too, educational settlements in which 
men or women or men and women - reside and 
study for a term, a session, or two sessions. Some 
of them are closely cqnnected with Universities, 
others are self-sustaining. The students in such 
settlement find a part of the cost themselves but 
many are aided by grants from Local Education 
Authorities or Trade Unions. 

Even in this brief sketch reference must be made 
to the Evening Institutes provided by Local Educa
tion Authorities. Throughout Great Britain men and 
women of a wide "scatter" of ages may be found in 
attendance two, or three or even more evenings a 
week. The subjects they study are largely vocational 
but some are cultural. In a class in, say, joinery, 
may be found young men working for a National 
Certificate, but with them will be found much older 
pupils, mainly married men, who are on their way 
to becoming "handymen" in the home or learning how 
to make some of their own furniture. The London 
County Council has developed the evening Institute 
more, perhaps, than any other authority. Here may 
be found Men's Institutes with classes in any subject 
of a "hobbies" character from Boxing to Brass Bands. 
Women's Institutes provide a wide range of subjects 
for women of all ages while there are Literary 
Institutes, for men and women in which studies of a 
cultural nature are followed. 

Associated with University Extension courses or 
Tutorial Classes are various schemes of Adult Scholar
ships by which adult men and women are enabled to 
attend full-time university degree courses. Such 
undergraduates usually do very well - they have 
studied, perhaps for some years, in one or other of 
the courses described above. 

(Continued on page 46.) 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH AFRICA 
IN A NEW FORM 

PROF. DR. A. J, H. VAN DER WALT 

1.- A New Experiment 

THE passing in May 1951 of the University of 
South Africa Amendment Act, 1951, initiated 
an experiment in the field of higher education 

in South Africa, which, except in university circles, 
has not been accorded the attention which it deserves. 
This "novel" experiment is not concerned with the 
long-accepted principle of external university studies 
but with the University's organization controlling 
such studies. It is common knowledge that the 
University of South Africa, which since its inception 
in 1916 had taken over the statutory duties of the old 
Cape of Good Hope University and had accepted the 
responsibility for the organization and control of the 
examinations for external students, had been organ
ised as a federal university. As such it consisted of 
a group of associated University Colleges, each having 
its own Senate and Council with a central admini
strative office in Pretoria. A central senate consisting 
of the heads of approved departments of study from 
all the colleges made recommendations on all acade
mic matters to the Central Council on which the 
colleges were strongly represented. The Division of 
External Studies was established in 1946 to provide 
training for external students, and the heads of its 
departments of the study also became members of 
the Central Senate. The Senate, constituted in this 
way and accountable to the Council, was in charge of 
the classification of degrees, syllabuses, and both 
"internal" and "external" examinations. 

From what has been stated, it is evident that 
the syllabuses and examinations of external students 
were closely correlated to those of internal students. 
This correlation provided the guarantee that there 
would be no disparity between the degrees conferred 
on internal and external students. 

When the last two constituent colleges became 
autonomous in March 1951, the University lost its 
federal character and consequently also its "internal" 
students. Under these circumstances, the Council 
felt that very careful consideration had to be given to 
the future of an establishment with a tradition and 
a prestige of which the country was justly proud. 
The most important questions to be considered were 
the following: 

(a) Should the University continue to exist or 
not? 

(b) If its existence was discontinued, what had 
to become of the facilities accorded to 
"external" students for almost a century and 
considered indispensable under present-day 
social conditions? 

(c) If its existence was maintained solely as a 
university for external students, how should 
it be organized to preserve the relationship 
between external and internal university 
study? 

Various methods of solving these problems have 
been considered. Mention may be made of three 
trends of thought: 

(i) That the University be dissolved and that 
its principal functions, i.e., the examining 
and training of external students devolve 
upon one of the eight teaching Universities. 

(ii) That the University be dissolved and that 
all the other universities be allowed to 
organize examinations for external students 
and, if desired, to provide training facilities. 

(iii) That the University be reorganized to 
exercise its traditional functions in colla
boration with, and under the supervision of, 
the other universities. 

The first possibility was regarded as unpractical 
in our country with its cosmopolitan and polylingual 
population. There was much to be said in favour of 
the second possibility especially because this was the 
trend overseas. It was possible to refer to English 
and a large number of American universities providing 
facilities for external studies or "Home Study" as 
they are called in America. This aspect of study 
had the advantage that examinations and training 
of inlernal and external students could be closely 
correlated. On the other hand, however, the author
ities were faced with the very real danger of consi
derable overlapping of work and the interminable 
increase in expenditure in addition to the subsequent 
possibility of inefficacy. 

The report of the Government Commission on 
the University of South Africa (1947) had con
siderable bearing on the determination of policy in 
this respect. This Commission was appointed in 
December 1946 "to investigate and report on the 
future policy in connection with the University of 
South Africa and its constituent colleges, having 
regard to the decision of the Natal University College 
to promote legislation with a view to its constitution 
as an independent university and the possibility of 
other constituent colleges deciding to take similar 
action, and also as to the future relationship between 
the University of South Africa and the South African 
Native College at Fort Hare." 

Having expressed its agreement with the policy 
of conferring university status in due course on all 
the remaining constituent colleges, the Commission 
proceeded to discuss the future of the system of 
external university study and of the University of 
South Africa as follows: 

"As already indicated, your Commission feels 
that provision for external students is a valuable 
and necessary feature of our university system, 
and that the excellent work which the University 
of South Africa is doing in this direction should 
not be merely tolerated, but encouraged and 
supported. Your Commission does not anticipate 
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that, in practice, the external system, even as 
assisted by the development of the new Division 
of External Studies, will have the effect of draw
ing any considerable number of students away 
from the teaching universities. Most external 
students are external students because they have 
to earn their living and cannot afford to attend 
for the prescribed number of years at a teaching 
university. A very considerable proportion are 
senior students, above the average age of the 
internal students for the same degrees. Many 
of them are teachers or public servants whose 
value to the community is enhanced by the univer
sity studies which they must, in fact, take 
externally or not at all. A not inconsiderable 
proportion are post-graduate students who have 
already had experience of training in a teaching 
university. 

It is also important that the external degree 
examinations should maintain, as far as possible, 
an equal standard with those for internal degrees 
of the teaching universities; and, further, that 
there should be a sufficient amount of correlation 
to enable a student who has done one or two 
years as an external student to complete his 
course at a teaching university on the basis of 
receiving credit for the work which he has 
already done. 

With these ends in view, your Commission feels 
that the future constitution of the University 
of South Africa should make provosion for the 
representation of the teaching universities on 
its Senate and Council." 
After prolonged and careful consideration and 

after consultation with the other universities and the 
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proper authorities, a decision was taken in favour of 
the third possibility, i.e. that the University shall 
continue as an autonomous university and exercise 
its duties in close contact and co-operation with the 
other universities. It is anticipated that such co
operation will be attained and enhanced by the strong 
representation accorded to the other eight universities 
on the Senate and Council of the University of South 
Africa by the amending legislation of 1951. 

And so a course of university extension has been 
entered upon, which constitutes a new departure in 
the field of university organisation, and the future 
of this experiment will be followed with keen interest 
in our own country as well as overseas. 

2.-The Nature and Scope of the New University 
The reconstituted University of South Africa is 

a university for external stude·nts, i.e. for students 
who, for some genuine reason or other, are unable to 
attend the full or part-time classes (afternoon and 
night) at any of the other universities. 

Apart from the important research work and 
the dissemination of significant results incumbent 
on any university as a service to the community and 
the state, it is also the university's particular duty-

(a) to organise syllabuses and examinations for 
the above-mentioned type of student, and 

(b) to provide for the training of students by 
means of correspondence and by other 
possible and practical methods. 

In this discussion I desire to stress the latter 
task in particular. 

By reason of its novelty and also by reason of 
the "commercial character" imputed in the past to 
correspondence training in our country and in other 
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