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the CollGge by the er ec t ion 
of a hostel on the t erms speci­
fied under Article III and 
other specified in the Schedule 
of Regulations affecting Hostels 
shall be entitl ed to r ec eive 
froo the Counc il land for the 
said pur pose on t er ms to be de­
t er mined by the Council . 

Ar,y Church proc eeding under this r egul a­

tion would then be entitl ed to representa­

tion as of ri gh t on the Council - Clause 

5 (l)(j ) . The D. R. C. was a t one stage 

prepared to consider e r ecting a hostel . 

(iv) There are particula r r easons f o r repre -

scntation of Natal and Witwatersrand . 

Natal has a non- White Section and a 

Med ical School . Witwatersrnnd r ece ives 

5 oedical scholars from Fort Hare each 

y"ar . (Page 31 of Calendar) . 

(v) The Government has 6 r ep r esent at ives on 

t he Counc il . It has never through these 

meobers criticised any aspe ct of the 

Council ' s po licy or administ r ation or 

warned it of sanctions . 

(vi) There has never b6en any sus t a i ned in-

forDed criticiso of Fort Har e . Ind eed, 

praise/ .....• 
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praise has cooe froo all quarters. 

Thus , Dr . D. F. Malan stated on 

1. 10 . 1924 : 

I an gr eatly interested in the 
work of the College and I 
assure the staff that it will 
have cons i deration and support 
as much as any ot her Colleges 
tha t coce c:nder ny Department . 

"Die Kerkbode" wrote (18 . 5. 1955 . page 

630) : 

As opvoedingsinrigting het dit 
inderdaad In besondere bydrae 
gelewer . 

(vii ) The Council coul d r eadily be recon-

stituted by agreement . 

(vi ii) The Council will now consist of the 

(iii) 

rector and not less than 8 oembers to 

be appointed by the Governor - General, 

at least 4 of whom shall be appointed on 

the ground of their special kno~Jledge of 

or connection with University affairs. 

Why should th i s body be oore distinguish-

ed and coopetent than past Coun0ils? 

COl!lpetence of Staff . The heads of depart-

oents are ac~denicians of the highest calibre 

froo South Africa and overseas; most have 

research/ ..... 
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research degrees . See Fort Hare Papers and 

the research progranme . Staff have come 

from and gone to White universities. 

Advertisehlents for staff are world- wide . 

(iv) Extensions to buildings . Fort Hare start ed 

in 1916 with three bungalows. A hlRster plan 

was drawn up in 1917 by the Department of 

Public Works . The following has been the 

subsequent development: 

1921 

1921- 34 

1926 

1926 
1930 

1936 

1941 
1942 

1947 
1959 

Stewart Hall; opened by 
F . S. Malan. 

Wesleyan and Anglican Hostels; 
Presbyterian Hostel . 

Assembly and Dining Hall; 
foundation stone laid by 
Gen . Hertzog. 

Farm of 1250 acres bought. 
Student Christian Union 

building opened . 
Livingstone Hall (Science 

block); foundation stone 
laid by F . S . Malan . 

Women ' s Hos t el. 
Henderson Hall (F . S. Malan 

Bantu Museum and Howard 
Pim Library) . 

Hostels ex tend ed . 
Coll ege Hostel. 

In addition , the College now has 31 staff 

houses . 

(v) Numbers of students . There has been a steady 

increase: 

1916/ . .• . .. 
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1916 
1920 
1930 
1940 
1950 
1959 

20 (All high school pupils ) . 
50 

130 
190 
380 
500 (36 non- na triculan t s) 

Rel a tions be tween Council memb ers . The r e-

l a tions oe tween Whit e and non- Whit e menb ers 

have a lways been ha r monious . The Council has 

had non- Whit e menbers since i ts founding , and 

ha s n ever, i n its enti r e history , been divid ed 

on any issu e a long r aci a l lines . 

Rel a tions with Gov ernment memb ers of Council . 

The r el a tions with the two pe r s ons each appoint-

ed by the Departoents of Educ a tion and Na tive 

Affa irs have a lways been fri endly . 

(Viii) Rel a tions with Rhodes Unive rsity . The r e ha s 

been the clos es t co- oper a tion with Rhod es. 

Dr . T. Alty, Vic e- Chanc ellor of Rhod es , i s 

Cha iroan of the Council of Fort Har e . 

(ix) Rel a tions with townsp eopl e of Alice . The 

students a re not ed fo r their exeopla ry 

behaviour . This is confi r ned in l e tt ers fro o 

(a ) Munic i pali ty of Alic e , (b) Coop er Bros . 

and (c) th e loca l Ci neoa Mana ger. 

(x) / ..•.•• • 
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(x) Resourc es . 

(a ) The cos t value of buildings a lone is 

£3 42 , 000 , of which th e Governoent has con­

tribut ed £17, 000 . 

(b) Thi s cons titut es a perc ent va l ue of a t 

l eas t a million pounds . 

( c) Thi s does not includ e l and, f a r ms and 

endowment s (the l a tt er worth £16 , 000 pe r 

year) . 

(d) The College owes £6 , 000 (to th e Govern­

ment), and is th e most solvent univer s ity in 

South Africa . 

(xi) Outside vi s itors . The succ es s of t he a tt empt 

to overcome th e s light dis a dvantage of com­

par a tive geogr aphica l isola tion by inviting 

vi s iting l ectur ers is shown a t page 99 of 

th e Ca l enda r . 

(xii) Student activiti es . The scope of stud ent 

activiti es i s shown a t page 102 of the Cal endar. 

(xiii) Discipline . The Council has dealt eff ectively 

with occas iona l cases of drunkenness , i m­

mora lity and i ns ubordina tion, and in 1921 , 

1942, 1946 and 1955 , with ca s es of di sobeying 

r egul a tions/ ••... 
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r egulRtions or a ssault or boycott of lec-

tur es or oee tings . The r o has been no 

viol enc e . Th er e is a strict control of 

student organi sations - s ee Ca l enda r page 

llO. 

Adninistra tion . The following r ef e r enc e wa s 

ma de a t page 27 of the Dwoiny Rep ort : 

"We wer e greatly iopress ed with the 
qua lifica tions and effici ency of 
the a dmini s tra tive sta ff . In f act , 
we have no hesita tion in s aying tha t 
the Coll ege is be tt e r s erved in this 
r espect t han any educ a tiona l institu­
tion of compa r abl e size tha t we know . 
They not only poss ess th e nec es s a ry 
knowl edge a nd enthusia sm for their 
work , but a r e also i mbued with a very 
commendable f eeling for th e student s 
of the coll ege - a f ee ling which we 
have enphasised in previous s ections 
as be ing of par anount i nportanc e and 
which will no doubt be borne in mind 
by Council i n making even the nost 
minor of it s a dn inistra tive appoint ­
Dent s . " 

(xv) Achi ev ements of gra dua t e s . See above . 

All this has been a chi eved without a bnorma l 

Gov er nment a i d . As r ega rds buildings, s ee 

ab ove . As r ega rds cur r ent exp enses, the 

Gov er nment ' s subsidy is 77 . 8%, compar ed with 

th e following: 

O. F . S./ ... .. 
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O. F . S. 
Potchef -

stroom 
England 
St . Andrews : 
Glasgow 

72 . 8'/0 

77 . 4% 
69 . 9% 
79 . 1% 
73 . 9% 

4 . The tra nsfer will s eve r th e consulta tive liaison be 

twe en the Whit e r esidentia l universities and the college . 

(i) The express ed policy of the govcrnncnt is to 

cr eat ~ and maintain equivalent university 

f aciliti es . 

(ii) Equivalence can be maintained only by con-

(iii) 

sultutive lia ison with other universiti es . 

As was stated in the Duminy Rep ort: 

" .•• It is i oportant that Fort 
Ha r e should be linked up in 
every possible way with other 
university institutions . " 

Fort Ha r e has a t pr usent the following 

Deans of lia i son : 

(a) It i s under th e supervision of the 

Department of Education , which ha s 

supervised a ll higher educa tion, 

including the universities, for 50 

years. It ha s a highly qualified 

staff . 

(b) / •••..• 
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(b) The principal of Fort Hare is a member 

of the COQoittee of University Princi ­

pals . 

(c) Fort Hure is indirectly represented on 

the Universities ' Advisory Conoittee . 

(d) Fort Hare is a oember of the Association 

of Comnonwealth Universities . Apart fron 

the honour (and the Chairman of Fort 

Hare ' s Council is the Chairman of the 

Associ,tion), Menbership assists in 

maintenance of standards , policy- making , 

pronotion of goodwill and recruitment of 

staff . Why should a college of 188 

students be accepted if Rona has been 

rejected? 

(iv) Under the Bill all direct consultative liaison 

with the eight I1hite residential universities 

will disappear , save that there may be consul ­

tation between Fort Hare and the University 

of South Africa on questions of syllabuses . 

5. The transfer will ignore the expressed wishes of the 

Council , Senate , Lecturers ' Association, and Students of 

Rhodes University and of the COllege . 
( i) / .... . . 
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(i) The Council, Senat e , l ectur ers a nd students 

of Rhod es University have , sinc e 1957, by 

way of fomal r esolutions , prot es t oa rch es 

and t el egr nns , expres sed their firm and 

una nioous oppos ition to the trans f er of their 

affili a t ed College . (See l e tt e r fro m Dr . 

Alty) • 

(ii) In r egard to Fort Ha r e , the Sena t e passed 

opposing r esolutions on 1 . 3 . 1957, 18 . 3 . 1957 

and 22 . 3 . 1957, th e Council on 1 . 8 . 1956 and 

26 . 3. 1957 . All 22 oemb ers of th e Lectur ers ' 

As socia tion oppose the transfer an d sent 

l e tt ers of prot est to 43 newspap ers in South 

Africa . The students have sent t el egr aos of 

prot es t to t h e Hon. Dr . Verwo erd, t he Hon . 

Mr . Scr fo nt e in, the Hon . Mr . Ma r ee , Sir de 

Villi e r s Graaff, a nd Mrs . Ballinger , and 

particip~t ed in a soleon pro t es t oarch through 

the s treets of Alic e . The S.R . C. have drawn 

up a oeooranduo in opposition . 

6 . The transfer will break the links be tw een foroer meQ­

bers and the College . 

(i) The r e is a strong emotiona l a tta choent of 

form er/ •••.. 
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foro er members to the College . The Duo iny 

Report states a t page 4 : 

The old students, who occupy a 
very distinguished place in non­
European society and do much to 
mould its opinion, are peculiarly 
sensitive to anyth ing which oakes 
Fort Hare appeqr l ess in status than 
a true University ... al l conc erned 
with Fort ~are should be awar e of 
these very i oportant facts . 

(ii) The attachoent is shown , for exanpl e, by: 

(a) The novement for repr esentat ion on the 

Council. Former members sought and now have 

a r ep r esentative as of right (with a Secun-

dus) - Clause 5 (l)(k) of the Schem e . Both 

these attend Council meet ings regularly . 

(b) Thc moveoent for a formal association . 

An associ a tion of former oembers was to be 

formeu in July, 1959 . 

(c) Re- unions . Re - unions have been held 

in 1936 (when the College cane of age) and 

in 1949 (on the r et ir ement of Dr . Kerr -

when 70 attended) . 

(d) heetings. Apart fror'l Re - unions, former 

cembers meet , particul~rly in Natal . 

(e) Contributions to the College . Former 

members/ •.. .. 
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members make dona tions to the Coll ege -

e . g . , specimens to th e Mus eum. 

(f) Att endanc e a t functions. Forner 

nembers r eeula rly a tt end Gra dua tion Days 

nnd int er - Coll ege s ports mee tings . 

(g ) Institution of schola r ships . Former 

menbers have ins titut ed the Dr . Alexand er 

Kerr Schola rsh:p and the Pr of . Davids on 

Don Tengo J abavu Schola rship . 

(h) Fina nci a l assistance . Transvaal gra du-

a t es hav" r a i sed a " fund to help s t ud ents 

froo tha t provinc e . 

Forme r menber s a r e uniformly opposed to the 

Bill. 

(iv) The Bill do es not provid e for r epr es ent a tion 

as of ri ght for forme r members . As a Govern­

ment ins titution , it will l os e consi der abl e 

emotiona l and na t eria l support . 

7. The tra nsfe r will r enove an inc e ntive for the support 

of the cOllege nnd of the other propos ed s epa r a t ed univer ­

sity colleges by the non- Whit e c ODllunity . 

(i) The Government int ends es t ablishing s ep-

qr a t e Unive r s ity Colleges for Xosas , 

Sothos/ .•.•.• 
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Sothos , Zulus, Indians and Coloureds . 

(ii) The success of these colleges depends on 

(iii) 

the support of the co~unities they serve . 

Apart fron sentiocnt, i ndividual Bantu con-

tributed di rectly and substantially to the 

Foundation fund and to the College thereafter. 

The transfer of Fort Hare will reflect upon 

the bona fides of the Government. Professor 

Olivier stated before the de Wet Nel Co~is -

sion (para . 16 of th~ Minority Report): 

• .. If such an institution is to be 
effecti"e in the cowounity l i fe of 
the Bantu, then the Bantu theoselves 
!Just have a oeasure of confidence in 
these ~nstitutions . If there had been 
no other university here in South 
Africa and no other universities to 
which they had free qccess , then it 
would perhaps have been a horse of a 
different colour, Under the con­
Jitions prevailing in South Africa 
itself, with the existence of other 
universities here , with the develop­
Dent in Africa, the eoergence of 
University Colleges in Gh~na, Nigeria 
and Uganda , there are institutions 
which are very ouch younger than the 
Universities in South Africa . They are 
only 6 , 7 or 8 years old , and by 
reason of that developoent we can no 
:onl5er s:w today that , because those 
people stand on a level of developoent 
which coopares unfavourably with that 
of ours, or where we stood hundreds of 
years ago, they should therefore start 
where we started . " 

Question:/ . . . . 



Question: You a r e therefore of the 
opinion tha~ we should start with 
then as near as possible to the point 
where we are? 

Professo r Olivier: With certain 
reservations , yet - certain qualifi ­
cations - but , broadly speaking , you 
will have to n~ke your basis such 
that the new systen is conparable 
with what we know and what they also 
alreFldy know . 

(iv) The B~ntu community is inplacably opposed to 

any suggestion of inferiority of th~ir higher 

education institutions . They are therefore 

opposed to Government control - sce editorials 

in "Golden Ci.ty Post " 17 . 3. 57; "Lvader" 

22 . 3. 57; "The World " 15 . 6 . 57 . Not a single 

Bantu gave evidence in favour of the proposed 

colleges before the de Wet Nel Conmission . 

The only supporter since is Chief Botha Sicqau . 

He is a Pondo, is not a graduate of Fort Hare 

and has not recently visited the college . 

(v) The feelings of the Bantu cOODunity are in 

fact known to the Govcrnoent . Sapa, on 

8 . 4 . 59 . reported Professor Bavinck as saying: 

•.. the Minister of Bantu Adminis ­
tration and Developnent , Mr . de Wet 
Nel , told me in discussions this 
morning that the compulsory ex­
clusion of non- Whites fron all 

White/ •••••• 
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"v/hi te uni vers i ties" was essential , 
otherwise non- Whites would prcfer 
to go to the open universities rather 
than to the new ethnic universities . 

The only Xosa nenbe r of staff is leaving . 

Any a rguncnt based on propaganda ignor es the 

facts : 

(a) that the nain provisions of the Bill 

speak for theoselvesj 

(b) the persons involved a r e university 

graduates . 

8 . The transfe r will forfe it the goodwill of world 

opini on . 

(i) The following a r e sone of the proninent 

non- Union Bantu graduates of Fort Hare: 

(a) Basutoland: 

Mr . J . M. Mohapeloa, M. A. , Education 
Officer, Basutoland . 

Mr . T. S. Thelejane , M. Sc ., Lecturer 
in Zoology, Rona, Basutoland . 

Mr . Morojele , B. Sc . (Hons) Matheoatics, 
Governoent Statistician , Basutoland . 

Mr . J . Kotsokoane, B . S~(Hons)(Wits) 
Soil Reclaoation Officer , Experi ­
Den t al Station , Basutoland . 

Mr . A. M. Masilela, M. A. (S . A. ), 
Psychological Research , National 
Institute for Personnel Research, 
Basuto l and . 

Mr . N. Mkele , M. A. (Natal) Psychological 
Research, N. I . P . R. , Basutoland . 

Mr . / •. .• . • 
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Mr. J . T. Mohapeloa , First Head of the 
Basutoland Native Treasury , now Asst . 
Governoent Secretary, Basutoland . 

Mr . B. K. Taona - Asst . District Coo­
oissioner , Ba~utoland . 

Mr . J . T. Mahapelsa - Asst . Government 
S ec~etary , Basutoland . 

(b) Bechuanaland : 

Chief Tshekedi Khama, l eading chief in 
Bechuanal and Protectorate . 

Miss G. Chiepe , B. A. (S . A. ) M. Ed . (Bristol) 
Edication Off icer , Bechuanaland Prot . 

(c) Swaziland: 

Mr . S. M. Sukati , B. A., Asst . Government 
Secretary , Sw~ziland . (Liaison Off ic er 
with Paramount Chief Sobhuza) . 

(d) Ghana: 

Dr . J . A. Mokoena, B. Sc . (S . A. ) , B. Sc . (Hons), 
Ph . D. (Wits), Lecturer in Matheoatics , 
Kuoasi College of Technology, Ghana . 

(e) Rhodesia: 

Mr . H.W . Chitepo, B. A. (S . A. ), LL . B. (Lond . ) , 
Salisbury . 

Mr . E. N. K. Mudenda , Plant Breeder in Dept . 
of Agriculture, North€rn Rhodesia Civil 
Service . 

Mr . Mudenda, Psychological Research, Rhodesia. 
Mr . W. M. Chirwa , B. A., Member of the Federal 

Parliament of the Central African Federa­
tion representing Nyasaland . 

Mr . R. G. Kaolangwa, Magistrate in District 
of Reopa, Nyasaland . 

~r . H. Chilipo B~os li - Rhodesia . 
Mr . Chiswa - ex M. P . Federation . 
Mr . G. Mhlanga - Headmaster Salisbury Govt . 

School, Rhodesia . 
Mr . S . Saokange - Secretary , Nyatsine Coll ­

ege , Rhodesia. 

Mr . / •..•. 
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Mr . G. Kunalo - Teach er , Fle tch er High 
School, Gwelo, S. Rhodesia . 

(f) Uganda : 

Mr . S. J . J . Zake , B. A. (S . A. ) , LL . B. (Lond . ) 
Ugal,da . 

Mr . Y. Lule , B. Sc ., Minist er of Rura l 
Deve lopoent , Uganda . 

Mr s . E. P . Kisosonkol e , B. A. (nee Ngozwa na) , 
formerly of the Transke i, now Denb e r of 
th e Legisla tive Council, Uganda . 

(g ) Kenya : 

Mr . H. Njonjo, B. A. (S . A. ), LL . B. (Lond . ), 
Kenya . 

Mr . Njoroge , B. Sc., Medica l Dep t . of Kenya . 

(h) Ta nganyika : 

Mr . E. KhoDo, B. Sc . Chen ica l Research , 
Govt . Agricultural Res earch Sta tion , 
Da r es a l aan , Tanga nyika . 

Mr . T. Msikinya , B. Sc ., 11 
11 11 11 

(ii) 10% of Fort Har e gradua t es ha ve been non- Union 

(iii) 

na tiona l s . They have strong a ff ection for and 

l oyal ~y to Fort Har e . They a r e extrene ly in­

fluentia l and will be the l eaders of their 

countri es . This Bill will offend then and r e -

duc e their goodwill tow ards South Africa . 

Apa rt fron gr adua t es , Fort Ha r e ha s becoDe a 

showp:a c e . (See the li s t of distinguished 

visitor s t o t he College in 1958 - pago 101 of 

th e Cal enda r ) . 

(iv ) The Bill forf eits this opportunity for 
goodwill! .•.•• . 
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goodwill . In 7 years the College would 

cel ebra t e it s 50th bi r thday ( eas ily the 

~ l d es t institut i on for higher education for 

non- Whit es on th e African continent) and 

would perhaps have becone a full university , 

with a ll the required Depa rtn ents , wi th an 

i nt erna tional nane and consequent int e rna tiona l 

support . It would give the li e to i nt ernal 

and ext erna l allegat ions of governoental 

educa tiona l oppression and r es triction . If 

Union Bantu turn to overseas universities , to 

the Univcrsity College of the Central Afric an 

Federation, and to the Ronan Catholic University 

College of Rona in Basutoland, and they a r e pre­

vented by the Governmen t from proceeding thence , 

the world will know th ~ t Union Bantu a r e be ing 

denied the pos sibility of wider a caden ic ex­

perience . On the oth e r ha nd , if they a r e 

a llowed to l eave the Union , they will carry 

wi th theD the objections to a fully state­

cont r oll ed univer s ity her e set out . 

(v) The Holloway Coooission (1953) stated (para ­

gr aph 39) : 

Anothe r question deDanding ca r eful 

cons i dera tion/ ••.• 
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consider a tion is whether (a ny 
lioita tion of a university ' s 
autonomy) will not have a 
del e torious eff ect upon the 
sta tus which South African 
universiti es a t pr esent enjoy 
in the a cadenic world also 
abroa d . 

And Profes s or J . H. Bavinck stated : 

•.. The whol e world will t ak e 
notic e of enforc ed University 
aparthe id, and .•. it will have a 
s er ious eff ect on world goodwill 
tow ards South Africa . It will 
s erious ly a ff ect also the goodwill 
of othe r countries in Africa - of 
the whole Afro - As i an group tow a rds 
the Union . And in the critica l 
conflicts which exist be tween the 
Wes t ern world a nd the conounist 
world , this is a f a ctor which is 
of i noense significanc e . 

(vi) At the r uc ent Int erna tiona l Students' Con-

f e r enc e he l d i n South Am erica , s e rious doubts 

wer e r a ised by many de l egat es as to wh ethe r 

ove r seas univer s iti es would r ecognis e aca deni -

ca lly the degr ees conferred by South African 

non- Whit e unive r s ity coll eges . 

9 . The trans f 0r will de t er nany highly gu~lifi ed pe rsons 

f ron r eoaining n t or applying for t eaching posts a t th e 

COll ege . 

(i ) It i s undi sput ed tha t nen of the highest 

calibre should t each a t a university . As 
was/ •.••. 
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was sta t ed in the Holloway COQD i ss ion Report 

(par a . 375 ) : 

"W e have els ewhe r e stressed our 
beli ef th~ t t he int e r es t s of the 
country Can bes t be s erved by its 
Univer s ity institutions only if 
these l a tt er C2n a ttract to th eir 
servic e a s t eache r s and as r esearch 
worker s Den of high calibre . " 

(ii) Per s ons will be de t erred froD "sta t e " pos t s 

s inc e a poli t ician will have pow ers of 

appointDent, promotion , transfe r , dis cha rge , 

et c . 

( iii ) Pc; r s ons will a l s o be de t erred fr oG! "council " 

posts , s inc e a Governoent appoint ed body will 

have t he power s of appointnent, proDotion , 

di s cha r ge , a nd the de t e r n ina tion of conditions 

of s crvic e , sal a ry, s ca l es of s a l a ry and l eave 

and other privil eges . Be ing Gov ernoent con-

troll ed , it will s een, even if t h is be no t so , 

tha t t he council Day be und er politicnl pressure . 

(iv ) I n a ny event, i t s eeDS i nevitab l e tha t a cadeoic 

sal a ri es will a l o os t c erta inly be lower tha n 

in t he whit e un iver s iti es . The Gove rnoent has 

a lready been withhol ding equiv~l ent cons olida­

ti on of cost of living a llowanc es for Fort H~r e 

s t a ff, as cODpar ed with t eache r s a t th e Whit e 

univer s iti es/ ..•. 
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universities . 

(v) Staff fear (i) redundancy in view of a drop 

in the nuober of students and post - graduates, 

(ii) lack cf Government syopathy as shown by 

Parlia~entary debates and (iii) racial discrioi -

nation . 

(vi) (a) There have been the following resignations: 

1953 4 
1954 
1955 2 
1956 9 

~hose all resigned owing to (i) marriage or 

(ii) age or (iii) health or (iv) the Duminy 

Report) • 

First- half 1957 
Second- half 1957 
First - half 1958 
Second- half 1958 
First - half 1959 
6ee6ild half 1959 

6 
1 
2 
1: ,,>-

* (including 
the only Xosa 
member of staff) . 

In two years 14 out of a staff of 50 have re -

signed, none for any of the above reasons . 8 

others havc intimated resigning . 

(b) There are st ill 15 vacancies on the staff . 

(c) Of 47 advertiseoents for posts since 1957, 

9 successful candidates declined , 22 were 

appointed , 14 posts were not filled , 1 

post/ •.... 
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post is still 0pen , and 1 succes sful 

candida t e ha s not y 8t obt ained a pe r-

~it to ent er the Union . 

ArguDents ba s ed on isolation and l a ck of pro-

f essiona l status are invalid . 

10 . The transfer will iDp cril a university ' s priDe func -

tion to t each and s eek th e truth . 

(i) It cannot be disput ed tha t the function of a 

university is to t each and s eek the truth . 

(ii) St a t e Dembers of sta ff will be prohibited 

(iii) 

from criticising the ad~inistration . History, 

politics , econoDics, educa tion, agriculture 

cannot be t aught without a fr ee r a nge . 

If a politician ha s wid e powers of proDotion , 

transfe r , e tc ., the coll ege will necessarily 

be und er a cloud of doubts and f ears, ev en if 

th e pow ers are not unjustly used . 

(iv) But it i s by no ~eans c erta in th 'l t the powers 

will not be unjustly used . The following ex­

pressions of opinion e~ana t e froD the Govern-

De nt: 

(a ) The de Wet Nel Comoiss ion Rep ort: 

The pres ent f acilities for non-
Europ ean s tudents a t the "op en" 

universiti es/ ••.• 
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universities ... cxpose the non­
European students to undesirable 
and irresponsible opinion, ex­
pressed by inoature European 
students, which he Dight rcgard as 
authoritative (para . 43) . 
The State should accept responsi ­
bility for •• t he building up of 
a sound tradition of acadeDic free ­
dOD which will •.• protect the 
d0veloping ethnic groups agninst 
irresponsible political agitation . 
(para . 60) . 

(b) The following have been Parliaoentary 

pronounceDents: 

(Governoent control is needed) 
energetic',lly to cope with sI:loulder-
ing and undesirable ideological develop­
Dents, (Hansard 1957, 6776). 

(The students will) have to develop on 
healthy lines froD the bot too up. (Han­
sard 1957, 6890) . 

(The collegcsDust prevent) a spirit of 
equality arising (Hansard 1957, 6866). 

(The colleges will obstruct thc) dis­
astrous influence of libernliso which 
is using the university as a breeding 
place . (Hansard 1957, 6795) . 

We propose applying this codc of disci­
pline which , with one or two very Diner 
exceptions applies to the Public Service 
today so that we will have the necessary 
control over theD and so that we can 
prevent evil influences infiltrating 
froD the very beginning. (Hansard 1957, 
6998) . 

(c) The Hon . Mr . Swart has stated (Hansard 

1957, 6864- 5): 
II . .. .. 
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I say that t he State , on behalf of 
the taxpayers who provide the noney 
should have authority over who is 
taught and what is taught . • • Is thc 
State t o allow the State funds to be 
used in a uni versity to prop~gate 
Connuniso? I f the Departoent of 
Phi lcsophy p r opagates atheisn , is the 
State to allow it i n South Africa? 
Are Vie to al l ow that acadeoic frcedoo? 

Th i s ignores the following: 

(i) The crioinal laYI exists to sanction 

Comuuni st propaganda . As to the 

l atter , Fort Hare is built on Christ -

ianity . 

(ii) The Council has four Governnent 

noni nees to safcguar d State interests­

( i ii) The argunent is based on extrenes: 

Because COmDunisn and Atheisn ~ bE 

taught , the State should control alJ. 

that is taught . Sir Walter Moberley 

stated i n "The Crisis in the Universi~: 

There is alvlaYs the d'lnger that 
the laynan, eoploying criteria 
whi ch he can unde r stand and 
seeking to satisfy the felt nced 
of the nonent, will inpair or 
destroy the university ' s nost 
p~C~iOU3 b~~ intangibl e assets . 
He will use a razor to sharpen 
a pencil . It is only the insider , 
soaked in a t radi tion of craftna!1' ­
sh i p , who is likely to have the 
trai ned flair and the sense of 

perspectivel 
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perspcctive , which will en­
able him to say, "You Can 't 
do that here," when it is vital 
to say it . 

(v) The cain objection to a "slanted" higher edu-

cation , apart from the fact that it may ignore 

the truty, is that if a political party can 

compel a University to adapt its internal 

policy to that party ' s political attitude, 

then its successors in power cnn do the same 

and the universities would then, theoretically, 

be obliged to alter their academic policies 

with every change of Government . 

11 . The transfer will endanger the goodwill of the non- Whit r 

co=unity . 

(i) As regards the students: 

(a) There will always be an unfavourable 

conparison nade between a State- controlled 

institution and the independent college they 

once knew . 

(b) It is clear that, in the future, as in 

the past , most students at Fort Ha re will 

have to be assisted by bursaries and loans . 

Since the Governnent will control admission, 

they will control the grant of bursaries and 

loans/ •. . • . 
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loans . Conditions of an objectionable 

character may be imposed upon such grants . 

(Thus the Government provides bursaries to 

15 non- European students at the Natal 

Medical School annual ly , but the holders 

must agree (i) to work for the Governnent 

for one year after qualifying for every 

£200 advanced , and (ii) never to administer 

to European patients , except in emergency) . 

A hint of this control of graduates appears 

also in the de Wet Ncl Coonission Report, 

which states that the " open" universities -

and this is c i ted as an objection to them -

"bear no responsibility for subsequent 

development or employment of students ." 

(c) The " s l anted" higher educ2.tion which 

will be available at the university colleges 

will be incompatible with the influence of 

outside opini on . It has been categorically 

stated by the Government that the library at 

Fort Hare will be maintained and improved 

along past lines . But books , journals and 

newspapers may, for example, advoc~te liberal­

ism. There wil l therefore be academiC tension. 

(ii)/ •.. . 
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(ii) As r egards the non- White comnunity apart 

froc students and potential students, the 

following objections to the transfer exist: 

(a) Fort Hare occup i es a special place in 

the affection and loyalty of the non- White 

comnunity , particularly the Bantu . As was 

stated in the Duciny Report at page 3 : 

We wonder whether the sycbolic 
value of Fort Hare to the African 
and other sec tions of the community 
has been adequate ly appreci ated ••. 
Many of then follow i ts fortunes 
with int ense interest • •• All con­
cerned with Fort Ha r e should be aware 
of these very importan t facts . 

As was stated also by Dr . W. F . Nkhomo before 

the de We t Nel Conwission: 

We regard it as our special place 
and would like to see it built up 
into a gr eat university . 

(b) The transfer cannot but make the Bantu 

comnunity feel that the College will be in-

ferior in character and quality . Sabra sub­

citted to the de Wet Ne l Commission (par a . 

13 of the Minority Report): 

.•• Indien sulke inrigtings as ninder ­
waardig beskou sou kon word , verswak 
dit nie alleen die saak vir sodanige 
inrigtings nie , maar sal dit onge­
lukkig en nadelige reperkussies uitlok , 
waarvan die gevolge nie tevoor sien is 

nie/ .. . .. c 
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nie ••• Om te voorkoo dat h i erdie 
kolleges byvoorbaat as o inderwaardige 
inrigtings gebr f'.ndoerk sou wees, 11il 
dit dus vir ons voorkoo dat h i erdie 
kolleges in hul aard , saoestelling, 
organisasie, en funksies in bree 
trekke vergelykbaar noet Vlees • • , 
oet ons bestaande univers iteite .•• 
As hi erdie kolleges, na aard, organisasie, 
en saoes telling, ingryp end van ons be­
staande universiteit inrigtings sou 
verskil, sou hulle onoiddelik as 
oindGnlaar dige inrigtings gebr andmerk 
word . In belnng van die kolleges self 
en van gocie r assc betrekkinge DeBt 
hierdie indruk vcrmy word . 

A sioilar objection was r a i sed by the Unive r sity 

of Potchefstrooo, as reflected in para. 21 of 

the Minority Report: 

Die vrees bestaan dat, t een die 
agt e r grond van die huidige gevoel -
ige rasse in ons l and , uitsluitlike 
peroanente staatsbeheer van hi0~die 
inrigtings (soos die wetsontwerp dit 
tans stell ge intepreteer sal lean .... ord 
as onnodige en gevaarl ike diskriminasie; 
as In wantroue in die essentueele 
bestuur snondigheid van die geoGenskappe 
vir wie d i e inri gt ings bedoel is en dus 
as In e l eoent van o inderwaard i gheid 
sodat die inrigtings wa t ander s hcogs 
begeerlik en aanvaarbaar sou wees vir 
d i e nie - blanlees nou minder aanneeolik 
sal wees . . . derhalwe wil ons daarvoor 
p l ei t dat die uiteindeiike wet uit ­
druklik en duidelik voorsiening sal 
oaak daarvoor on die organisasie en 
be~eer ~an ~ie loorgestelde inrigt~ngs 
soveel as noont lik te baseer op die 
vo~o van die bestaande en bekende 
univers it eite . 

(c) / ..... . 
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(c) The r esult of the loss of Fort Hare 

will be an increase in anti - Whit e sent i oent . 

12 . The trans f er will elioina t e the substantial direct 

and indirect public and priva t e financi a l support presently 

given to the coll e~. 

(i) The Governoent ' s pr esent financi a l support 

is cer t a in . The Ho lloway Co~ission treated 

Fort Hare on the same basis as whit e univer-

sities , and , consequently, under the Univer-

s ity Act , No . 61 of 1955 , Fort Hare r eceives 

an equal subsidy. The financial posit ion will 

now becooe uncertain, since the College will be 

financed out of the Bantu Education Account on 

a special appropriat ion by Parliaoent (Section 

2 (4)) . Financing will therefore depend on: 

(a) The r esourc es of the Bantu Education 

Account . In terms of Section 20 of Act 

23 of 1956 , the Governoent ' s contribution 

to the a ccount i s fix ed and can only be 

ch~nged by legislation; the a ccount can 

be enlar ged only by loans of which the 

repayoent falls back on the Bantu coo-

ounity . 

(b) The will of Parliaoent. Appropriation 
willi . • .. 
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will depend upon the Minister . 

(ii) The College has a lways had substantial private 

support, a nd has r ec e ived : 

(iii) 

(a) SODe £123,000 in outright do nat i ons ; 

(b) Countless gifts - for exanpl e , the 

Howa rd Pim libra ry of 2,000 volu~es , 

and , in 1958 , the United States Informa­

tion Service gave a film projector ; 

(c) Grants from 45 donors for bursaries and 

prizes now worth £15,000 every year . 

This private support cannot f a il to diminish, 

because: 

(a) The donee will be a Government Depart ­

men t or Fund; 

(b) Donors will no longer as of right be 

entitl ed to r epr esentation on the Coun­

cil - Cl ause 5 of the Schene of Govern­

ment provides for fiv e r epr esent at ives 

of donors . 

(iv) The annual s um of donations has a lready 

dropped fron £5 , 884 in 1957 to £4,790 in 

1958 . The Basutol and Government has announc ed 

its withdrawal of its annua l gr ant of £500 . 

A private donor has already enquired whether 

the/ .· .•. • 
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the endowment may be withdrawn . The 

Bantu Welfare Trust and Bantu Sports Club 

Trust r efuse to proceed with their assist -

anc e progra=e . 

(v) The proposed transfer will cost the Govern­

Dent the capital &~ount of the compensation 

payable to th e hostels , wh ich will be oore 

than £120,000 (see the Van der Walt Co=ission 

Report , page 41) , and , if present standards 

are to be oaintained , Day have to furnish an 

add itional annua l subs idy of £20,000 - made 

up of interest on compensation, depreciation 

on buildings , running cost of hostels, and 

loss of inc oDe froo donat i ons . 

(vi) These extra SUDS will therefore have to be 

found either by increased taxation of the 

Bantu peoples , or by r ais ing the fees for 

students . The Bant u peoples can least afford 

increased taxation inasouch as: 

(a) Between 69 and 78% of Bantu faoilies in 

urban areas have incooes below the mini.Duo 

necessary to provide the b~rest essentials 

of healthy living (S . A. I . R. L. 1956- 1957, p . 84) 

(b) The averaBe Bantu faoily in the Reserves 

have an annual cash income of £40 (Toolinson 
Report / ..•. 
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Report) . 

(c) The ave r age month ly wage of Bantu eo­

ployed on white farms is £3 . 8 . 5 . for men 

and £1 . 13 . 7 . for women (S . A. I . R. L. 1954-

1955) . 

Very few studcnts indeed can affo rd unaided 

to pay even the present fee, which is the 

lowest university fee in Africa . There is 

no reason why the Bantu should pay for the ir 

higher education , inasmuch as : 

(i) Non- Europeans have been di r ectly taxed 

fo r White education; 

(ii) Bantu will continue to contribute sub-

stantiallY to the general Exchequer 

through indirect taxation paid on goods 

and services purchased; 

(iii) Until the es t ablishment of the Coloured 

and Indian colleges , the Bantu will be 

subsidising Coloureds and Indians . 

13 . The transfer will i mpede future academic a nd building 

plans for thc College . 

( i ) The following fa~tors r ender the future finan -

cia lly uncertain : 

(a) The insecurity of Government subs idi­
sation/ •.. . • 
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sat ion (only a c onstant subsidy oakes it 

possible to es tioat e incooe and expenditure 

sufficiently in advanc e to enable r at iona l 

planning a nd devel opnent); the forthconing 

subsidy can be exactly calcula t ed since it is 

based primarily on student numbers in the pre­

vious year, 

(b) The e lin ina tion of private and Church 

support; and 

(c) The expense of es t abli s hing two other 

Bantu University Co lleges , with the duplication 

of heavy equ ipoent which th a t involves . If non-­

Xosas a r e excluded and present courses maintained 

the r e will be 19 full Departments and a staff of 

48 for a student body of 200 . (This assuoes that 

t he r e will be oaint enanc e of or rise in the num­

ber of Xo sa students - cf . Dr . Ke rr ' s evi dence) . 

This will also obtain a t the othtr University 

Colleges . The unit cost will rise gr eatly . This 

ous t be borne by the Account . 

(ii) This is bound to affect th e future building and 

a cadcD ic expansion of the coll ege , which ous t 

be planned well i n advanc e . The College ' s r e­

quireoents a r e as follows: 

1 . Building : 

(a) Library ext ension - £20 , 000 r equ ired . 

In 1954 Fort Hare had 25 , 000 books and 
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received 200 periodicals annually, Cape 

Town and Witwatersrand 250 , 000 and 3 , 000 

r espectively . The Holloway Coooission 

(1951) stated (paragraph 221): 

"An adequate libra ry is essent ial 
to the educat ional and r esearch 
function of a university . The 
library can be consider ed as the 
core of the university". 

(b) Hostels ' ex t ension . 

(c) Staff Housing - 2 oore staff houses, 

costing £8 , 000 , required . 

(d) New Biology building . 

(e) Asseobly hall. 

(f) Sanatorium. 

(g) Sports Pavi lion . 

(h) Gyr:mas i uo. 

(i) SWioming Bath . 

The Bantu Education Account will have to 

finance 3 sanatoria , sports pavilions , e tc . 

2 . Acadeoically: 

(a) The following departoents a r e needed: 

Agriculture . 
Coooerce . 
Civil Engineering. 
Geology. 
Architecture . 
Pharoa cy (16 students 
Music and Fine Arts . 
Social Scienc e . 
Physica l Educa tion. 

r eady to start). 

But/ ..•... 
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But: 

(a) In r bgar d to Pharoacy : 

(i) There were 16 students (5 Xosas) 

ready to start Pharoacy in 1959 . 

(ii) Staff and equipoent were avai l abl e ; 

the South African Pharoacy Board was 

enthusiastic ; 51 hospitals had indicated 

willingness to accept apprentices . 

(iii) The scheoe is frustrated by the 

Governnent ' s r efusal . 

(iv) When will a Pharoacy Departoent be 

crea t ed for 5 students? 

(b) In r egard to Agriculture : 

(i) Agriculture has been r egarded as 

one of the oost important courses since 

the College ' s inception . 

(ii) Governoent r ecognition has been r e­

fused on the ground that there is no 

place for B. Sc . (Agric . ) graduates in 

Bantu a r eas . 

(c) In r egard to Law : 

(i) The College for oany years sought 

the estab lishoent of a Law Departoent . 

(ii) Although the Governoent approved , 

it withheld a subsidy until 1959 , the 
Collegej • • .• . 
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College financing the Departuent 

its elf in 1958. 

(iii) Ll . B. Cours es cannot be insti­

tut ed as no suitabl e assistant for the 

Profes s or ca n be obta ined . 

The drive for a ea denic expa nsion will 

l es sen unde r Governnent control . 

(b) If the open Universiti es a r e clos ed to 

non- Whit es, and non- Whit es a r e not pe r n itt ed 

to study overseas , the College oust expa nd 

its f aciliti es for post - gra dua t e work , which 

"ought to be considered a s one of the priDe 

functions of a university" (s ee Holloway 

Coooission Report, pa r a . 232) . This will 

r equir e nor e st aff , a ccoooodation, and equj p­

nen t . 

But: 

On the exclusion of non- Xosas, the nunb er s 

will drop to 180 . For this nunber will new 

cours es and s t a ff be added to 19 full Depart ­

nents a nd a sta ff of 50? On p r es ent incr eas e 

figures ther e will be 500 Xo sas a t Fort Ha r e 

in 2060 . :her e nay even be an initia l de­

crease . Staff will decreas e with a 

cons equent/ . • . .. 
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consequen t loss in specialised t eaching. 

Library and scientific subsidies a r e based 

on student nuobers . Fort Hare's exp ans ion 

will a lso be r etarded by the es t ab lishoent 

of the Bantu colleges - new departoents 

will have to be institut ed siDultaneously 

to avoid discrio ination . A r etardation of 

new cou,ses will af f ect the developoent of 

Bantu areas . Any scheoe by which ~ student 

oust coopl ete different courses at different 

colleges will (i) cause hardship and (ii) 

disrupt hooogeneity . There is al r eady un-

evenness . Fort- Hare has oore post-gradu~te 

students in psychology than Cape Town but has 

had to refuse 3 B. Sc.(Hons . ) students . The 

need for a Comnerce Departoent is shown by 

the facts that in 1951 there was only 1 gradu­

ate and 1958 of 847 Bantu in the universities, 

only 12 were r egister ed in Coooerce . 

As r egards staff recruitoent , university 

teachers should have post - graduate degrees . 

Under the envisaged educational policy post -

graduate students will have to register with 

the University of South Africa and attend a 

White university, since extra- university 
facilities/,.,. 
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f acilities ( e . g . , a t Ond erstepoort or 

dynanite f actories ) cannot be adequate . 

He will there not be pernitted to a tt end 

l octures or." sOLlina rs , and will be lini t ed 

in his us e of l abora tories , libraries , etc . 

He will not be a llowed cont act with othe r 

students . This conta ct will be a llowed 

only a t vacat ion cours es in Pretoria . He 

will th en have to r evert to a n cthnic 

college . The unsa tisfactory nature of ex­

ternal post - graduate study is shown by the 

figures for the University of South Africa: 

there is onc candida t e for a naster ' s degrce 

a nd 2 for a doctor ' s degree . And see sec­

tion 34 of the present Transfer Bill . The 

importa nce of post - graduate work is shown 

by the College ' s granting 4 post- graduate 

scholarships . The first Ph . D will soon be 

awarded . Ther e a r e 45 post - graduate students . 

14. The transfer will destroy the corpora t e connuna l spirit 

and cha r a cter of the COllege . 

(i) Fort Hare has built up over 43 years an innens e 

corpora t e and cOQDuna l spirit , stenning from th e 

following two f a ctors: 

( a )/ .... .. 
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As regards s tudents , there is a great 

pride in the origi n , traditions and pro­

gress of th e College; 

(b) As r egards s t aff , the f act that students 

a r e drawn fron underprivileged groups gives 

service on the staff of the college a 

hULlanitarian appeal , which nttracts ne n a nd 

WO Den of char acter . 

(ii) The spirit is shown by tho r eaction of the 

College to the Bill . There has been every possi­

ble exp r ession of opposition , but no violence , no 

throat thereof , no agi tation . 

(iii) This spirit will now be shattered . No sub-

departnent of State can have the snne spirit as 

that of a voluntary association. It is true , as 

stated by the de Wet Nel Comoission in paragraph 

39 of their Report , that Univers i ty Colleges 

should havo a nission and a character . But 

Fort Hare will be ndninistered by a White 

Minister , a White Secretary for Bantu Affairs, 

White officials with delegated powers , a White 

Council , and a White Senate . Even the Rector 

will be White (Hansard 1959 , 4529) . As was 

stated in the Honourable House (Hansard 1959, 

4513) : 
(Whites)/ ..••.. 
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(Whites) a re r eally going to t ell 
the Xosa people and every other 
Bantu coonunity to whon they give 
a coll ege , exactly how they a r e 
gOing to develop th eir culture . 
The only peop le who a r e not go ing 
to have one word to say about what 
happens to Bantu culture , a r e th e 
Bantu theos elves . The incongruity 
and i op r a cticab ility is shown a l ­
r eady by the building of the "lapas" . 
Any a rguoent based on the advi s ory 
bodles is inva lic . Their powers , 
duties and functions a r e prescribed 
by th ~ Minist er . 

A cha r act er t ending to the good can be famed 

only spontaneously and s elf- creatively , a nd 

cannot be iopos ed froD above by a Government 

Departcent watching over th e destinies of whR~ 

it r egards as thr ee s epar able a nd severable 

cultures . 
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If the proDoter ' s irreve rsible policy is ethnic group­

ing , the present Bill i s unnecessary , inasDuch as : 

(i) ethnic grouping at the University level will 

flow gradually, naturally and sDoothly with the 

developnent of Bantu are::cs , and the estab lishDent of 

other colleges ; 

(ii) even if the proDoter ' s policy is i~~ediate 

conpulsory ethnic grouping , this nay be achieved by 

anyone of the following : 

(a) The aoendoent of Clauses (3) and 26( 1 ) of the 

p r esent ScheDe of GovernDent . 

(b) The anendDent of Section 19 (1) of Act No . 30 

of 1923 by the inser tion of a new sub- paragraph 

( j) to r ead : 

(The Minister r.ay nake r egul ations , 
not (save in r egard to sub- paragraph 
(j)) inconsist ent with this Act, re ­
specting - (j) the r est riction or 
extcns ion of ado i ssion of students 
to the Univers ity College of Fort 
Hare to persons of one or no r e r aces 
or groups as he nay deteroine and the 
gr ant of perDission in any particular 
case to any person of any other r ace 
or group to attend the sai.d coll ego . 

(0) The aoend~en t of tho Extension of Uni versity 

Educ~tion Bill, 1959, by the insertion of a new 

Seotion: 
The Governor-Gen~ral nay, by proclanat ion 
in the Gazette , and as froD a date speci ­
fied in such procl anation , apply a ny or all 
of the provisions of sections ••• of this 
Act to the University College of Fort Hare . 
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1 . The grounds advanced for th e expediency of the 

Governnent ' s assuning control of the Church hostels a r e : 

if the University College is to r ealis e 
the ideal ?f becooing a national coll ege 
for the Xo sas and is to function effi ­
ci ently a3 a state institution it will 
be necessary for the State to assune 
control of thc hostels . It would not be 
wise or r easonabl e to per nit threc churches 
to r etain control of hostels • ..rt is not in 
the intercst of good discipl ine for the con­
trol of hostels to be divided . 

2 . These grounds a r e insubstantial, inasnuch as : 

(i) Any inplied objection that only 3 Churches 

adninist er hostels i gnores the fact that 

(a) the 3 Churches involved have st r ong 

hi storical connections with the College and 

(b) it is open fo r any other Church to 

erec t and na intain a hostel. 

(ii) There is no divis ion of control, inasnuch 

But: 

as the Churches ' relationship i s association, 

not control . The Churches each 

(a) have a representative on a Council 

'>f 22; 

(b) have a representative on the War-

(c) 

(d) 

dens Sub- Connittee of the Senate; 

have a representative on the Senate; 

adoinister a r esident i a l hostel. 

(a)/, .•. . .. 
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(a) This administration is subject to the 

general control of thq Council , inasmuch as 

(i) the r elevant clauses of the leases provide , 

int e r al ia, : 

5 . That such Hostel shall be erected on 
plans approved by the said Council in 
writing ar,d at 2. cost of not less than 
£2,00C sterling , and the said Lessee shall 
not beein ~he prection of s~ch Hostel or 
any outbuildings save and except with the 
written approv~l of the said Council first 
had apd obtained . 
6 . That the said Lessee shall and will a t 
all tiDcS keep and naintain the said Hos ­
tel and outbuildings, fences and ground , 
in a fit and proper state of order , repair 
and cleanliness to the s~tisfaction of the 
said Counc il. 
7 . That the dormitory acconcodation shall 
be of such extent and so arranged ~s to 
satisfy the requirements of the said Coun­
cil. 
8 . That th e Hostel shall be cpen to 
inspection by the Counci lor any deputed 
menber of it at all reasonable hours . 
9. That the Hostel and land shall be used 
only for the purposes of the College . 

13 . That th e said Lessee shall be bound by 
a ll such bye- laVis and regulations as the 
said Council has already framed ~r may in 
futur e frane for th e good and seemly 
gover~ent ef the Hostels. 

(ii) Thc Wardens F'.re appointed by the CounciL 

(b) There are three hostels administered 

directly by the College . Of the 490 students , 

137 do not reside in Church hostels . 

(c) The three Church hostel wardens tutor 
certain/ . • . •. 
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cer t a in students in the Diplona of Theology, but 

the College Departoent of Divinity is independ-

ent of any Church and cooprises: 

Senior Lecturer: Rev. F . W. Sass , 
(Shelton) , B. D. (Montreal), 
(McGill), Ph . D. (Edin) . 

B. A. 
M. Th . 

Lecturer: Rev . F . Hecht , Staats -
exaocn in Theologie (Halle) . 

(d·) The prOi:J')tc:'.· :s reliance upon the Duoiny 

Report is o isplac ed , inasouch as: 

(i) The COLlOission r egarded personali ti es 

and coopulsory services as substantial 

causes . These criticisos have been oet. 

(ii) In suggesting that the Churches re -

linquish adninis trative duties , the Coo-

oission sioultaneouJly r ecoooended res ident 

chaplains . There is no ev i dence that !.f 

resident chaplains were not possible , the 

Churches should still l eave . The contrary 

is indicated in paragr~ph 13: 

It is the int ent ion that the 
Chu"ches will oaintain their 
association with their present 
hostels. 

(iii) In suggesting r el inquishoent , the Coo-

nission rccoooended tr~sition to a fully-

fl edged university institution. 

(iv) No action r ecoooend ed in the Report 

was ever called for by the Departnent of 
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Education . 

(e) An a rgument based on Governnent assumpt ion 

of Church schools is invalid inasnuch as there is 

no reason why princ iples applying to schools must 

apply to universities . Thus , the Governoent has 

never suggeste0. cOIJpulsory single- oed itm language 

White university educat i on . 

(f) The following a rguoents are inva lid : 

(a) An appli cant has no choice of hostel . 

If an appl icant is of one of the three main 

denoninations he will clearly wunt to enter 

the particular hostel . If not, he nay ask 

to enter a College hostel . If he has no 

preference there is no objection to a llocat ion . 

(b) The systeo is too onerous on the Warden . 

But he haJ no oor e to do than an average head 

of a r esidential institution . He is dealing 

with University students who h~ve house coo­

o itt ees . 

(e) Th9re is a restricted choice of W~rdens . 

But the choice is fron all ordained oinisters 

throughout South Africa . In r egard to: 

(i) the Methodist Church: 5 of the 7 

Wardens have been Presidents of the Con­

ference . The l as t three each served for 

mor el . •.•. 
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oore than 10 years each (and each had 

University degrees) . 

(ii) The Anglican Church: The first two 

Warde,ls were Bishops , the last two Arch-

deac0ns . 

(iii) The Fresby t erian Church: The pre-

sent Warden has university degrees froo 

Oxford and Edinbur gh , ~nd studied at 

Heidelberg . 

(d) Disc::'pline is adoinister ed by Wardens. 

But a Warden has little jurisdiction, infre-

quently exercised . Cases are no,oally deal t 

with by the House Coooittees and the College 

Disciplin8ry Coooittee . The fcllowing cases 

were dealt with in 1958: 

Iona 'C' .... . . ... .... ... ot • j 2 
\'/esley -e- s • • • • • • .. • • • • •• -

Be da . . . . . . .. . .. . .. .. . . .. . . . 1 
WoDen ' s Hostel ....... 4 
S . R. C. IO" IO' IO ..... IO . .. .. . IO .. -

Discipline Conuittee . 5 

3 . In any event , the following circuostances render the 

assuopt i on of control of Church hostelr inexpedient: 

1 . The assuoption of control will reduce the 

opportunity and incentive for individual and cor-

porate Christian worshiu . 

(i) The presence of a Minister of Religion in 

residence in ea ch hostel allows the following 

religious/ • ..• 
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religious services : 

Every Sunday norning (Host e l) . 
Every Sunday evening (College) 
Every evening (Host e l prayers) . 

(ii) A considerdble nunber of non- Theological students 

a tt end those services . Witness es have deposed to the 

conpar a tive s tr ength of r eligion . 

(iii) Visiting Chaplains cannot na int a in such services. 

(iv) The parents of students a r e strongly in favour of 

personal r el igious supervision . 

2 . The assunption of control will weaken the Christian 

influenc e and witness of the college . 

(i) The coll ege has a lways had a strong Christian 

cha r act e r . The original constitution provided that the 

College: "shall be a Chri st i an coll ege and a ll nenbers 

of its staff shall be professing Christians and of 

n issionary synpathies ." 

Section 2 of the pr esen t ScheDe of Governnent provides: 

"The College shall be a Christian institution , but no 

special r eli g ious t ests shall be appl i ed . " 

(ii) The Christian charact e ris at i o~ of a university is 

well known anong Western universities . Many universi-

ti es in Europe and in the United States a r e denoninat i on-

a lly founded , supported and orientated - for exanple , 

the Free Calvanist Un iver si ty of Ansterdan, Gottingen, 

Sorbonne, Padua and Has le . This is also the case with 
Potchefstroon/ • . .. 
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Potchefstrooo and Rooa. 

(iii) The de Wet N81 Co=ission noted that a pos it:.ve 

noro now prevails in South Africa (paragraph 89) . The 

Coooission ' s ioplied approval of this cannot be recon-

ciled \~ith any reduction of Christian influence at Fo.'t 

Hare. 

(iv) The Churches nre Bantu- ori0ntated . T~us , there 

are 200,000 African nenbe r G and adherents of the 

Methodist Church in the Eastern Province . 

(v) The r euoval of sooe 50 ~heo logical students from 

Fort Hare will reduce the Christian influence . A~ was 

said, "Religion is caught not taught . " 

3 . The assuoption of control will elioinate the long= 

continued assoc i ation of the Ch~rches with the Colleg~. 

(i) Fort Hare was conce~ved by Dr. Stewart, a Scots 

Missionary, in 1878 . It would never have been started 

but for the pronised support of the three Churches. 

The site and a large initial gr~nt were donated by t:~ 

Church cf Scotland . 

(ii) Secur: ty of tenure was the ve~y basis on which 

the Churches contracted. This is shown by the terns 

~ f the leases thenselves. The Bill now under~i~es 

contractual certainty . 

(iii) Relations between the Churches and the Counci l 

have always been harnoni.ous_ There has never been any 
conflict/ • .. . 
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conflict cf interest . 

(iv) The assuoption conflicts with the statencnt 

of the de Wet Nel Conmission (paragraph 89 of the 

Report) that: 

(The Uni?ersity collLges) should always 
be inbued with a positive r eligious spirit 
and have a r el igious character. 

It conflicts with the South African tradition of Christ-

ian eduCation . 

4 . The assunpt ion of control will render nore difficult 

the fulfilnent of the conditions ~f the donntion of the 

Christian Union Hall . 

(i) The Christian Union Hall was conpleted in 1930 out 

of fund~ given by the Young Men ' s Christian Association 

of the United S~ates of Auerica . 

(ii) The building now: 

(a) accoDDodates the college chapel, and 

college and student ocetings; 

(b) has SOCial and r eading roons; 

(c) is a centre of the social service work 

conducted by the Student Christian Asso -

ciation of the college nL10ng the Bantu 

people around Alice . 

(iii) The building w~s subsequently donated to the 

College subject to the following condi tions: 

Thnt/ ••• . . . 
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That the building should be the hooe 
for the Native section of the student 
ooveoent in South Africa; a centre for 
conferences; a centre for social service 
in this vicinity by the students of the 
neighbouring institutions; and a centre 
where plans for social service oight be 
discussed and inaugurated especially by 
thos8 who go out and becooe Ministers 
and teachers . 

(iv) If the hostels are taken over by the Governoent , 

these conditions , requiring religious as well as social 

work , will be the Dore difficult to fulfil . 

5 . The assuoptton of control will abolish the financial 

assistance ~iven by the churches to the college . 

(i) The Churches oade possible and naintained the 

residential systeo . 

(ii) The capitation fee covers about half the total 

expenses . The Churches presently contribute annually 

to the colleGe the following aoounts: 

(a) Interest on the capital investoent: £5 , 000 

(b) Depreciation on buildings: £5,000 

(c) Costs of repairs . 

(iii) As a result, the student fee fer 1959 was £90 , 

probably the lowest in Africa . 

(iv) The ~2ntu ~du~~+i"a accou~t will therefore, if 

the churches are expelled, have to find at least an 

extra £10,000 annually, and this oust cooe froo the 

Bantu thenselves . The unit cost per student to the 

Bantu Education Account will rise if the 3 hostels are 
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oaintained for less students . 

6 . The assuoption of control wi ll abolish one of 

the first and few exaoples of oecuoenical practice 

in Afr ica . 

( i ) The 3 Ch~rches have been i ntioately associated 

with Fort Hare since its founding . The Anglican and 

Methodist Churches joined the United Free Church of 

Scotland in order to obviate denoninational rivalry . 

( ii ) They have jointly been represented on the Coun-· 

ci l and on the Wardens ' Co=ittee . 

(iii) Theological students now attend joint classes. 

(iv) No applicant for adoission is refused on relig-

ious grounds . The 140 students at Wesley House in 

1959 were thus classified : 

Methodist Theologioal students •..•.. 29 
Other Methodist~ ... . .... • ..•..•..... 80 
Bantu Methodist .. . • . . • .• • .........•• 2 
African Episcopal ....... . ....... . ........ 6 
Dutch Refo.oed, Rooan Catholic, 

Ethiopian, Luther~n, Mosleo , 
Hindu ........... . ...................... .. .. .. .......... c t) 23 

(v) Mi nisters of other denooinations arp invited to 

conduc t Sunday even'ng services" 

(vi) There is cooplete religious freedoo at Fort Hare, 

Methodist 144 
Presbyter ian . 87 

Anglican .•. 81 
Others • . . . • 178 

No religious services are ooopulsory . 

7 . / .. . . . 



..; 11 -

7 . The assun.pt ion ('If control will impai.r the dis ­

cipline nf the colleg£ . 

(i) Theological students have a stabilising influ-

ence in the College. SODe have ac t ed as sub- pastors . 

(ii) Hardens Deet students in a secular way and a re 

so able to influence their everyday lives . 

8 . The assumpt ion of control of the hostels will 

di srupt the training of candidates for the Ministry . 

(i) The Warden of Wesley House is a theological tutor 

preparing students for the Diploma in Theology and for 

the Ministry . This was the basis of the contract in 

terns of which the Church erected a hostel . 

(ii) There are i nDense advantages in having a seni -

nary in a university town - e . g . , lib~~ry fatilities, 

athletics , etc . This is particularly so where the 

university has a strong Christian tradition . 

(iii) This is in line with other universities - Rhodes, 

Stellenbosch . 

(iv) The Dun.iny Co=ission reported "thai; it would be 

a calamity for the c011ege if the Churches were to give 

up their theological courses here ." (Para . 10) . 

("I"" , . I ~c: .. : ~~c:.r: i.::; ~hc orJ.::"~· ~,~~thodist Seoinary. Twelve 

probationary Ministers are passed through each year . 

(vi) A new seminary would have to be i nstituted . There 

would be difficulties as to : 
(a) / ••• •• 
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(a) Location; 

(b) Association with a university ; 

(c) Loss of tine and continuity ; 

(d) Conpensation for the "fair value" of 

the Luildings wi l l hardly conpensate 

for the acquisition of new contractual 

ri~~ts and the erection of new buildings . 

4, If the expediency of transfer is proved, it does not 

necessari l y follow that contro l of Church hostels should 

also be assuned , inasmuch as: 

(i) There has been no consultation between the pro­

Doters and the Churches . It oay well be that the 

latter would be prepared to continue , even under the 

present Bill. 

(i i ) There has been no conflict between the Council 

and the Churches, There is no reason why there should 

be in the future. T:le Churches Day be prepared to 

negotiate different condit i ons of lease. 

(.i..i..i. ) ';'; • .:: Cull" .i.,lua.1\.; e V.l th e Churches would oake the 

transfer sDoother . 


