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The facts and 
theory 

~. z. K. MATTHEWS, deliver-
ing this year's T. B. Davie 

Memorial Lecture at the 
University of Cape Town, spoke 
of the universities performing a 
'task of speculation, experiment, 
investigation and creative think
ing' about contemporary Africa. 
At the same time he recognized 
that nothing was more contrary 
to university tradition and 
practice t han the 'kraal 
menta1ity' that had been forced 
upon this country by its 
legislators. 

The organization of African 
studies in South Africa's uni
versities should be compared 
with that in the United States, 

. where there are more depart
ments for African studies than 
in the . whole of South Africa. 
Comparison is more instructive 
than odious and shows that in 
the United States many uni
versity teachers are constantly 
vacating their chairs for quite 
long periods and working in 
Africa. Wealth makes that 
possible, it Is true, but so does 
a sympathetic State Department; 
what matters, however, is that 

. speculation and creative thinking 
tend to be nebulous indeed 
unless based on considerable 
investigation and practical con
tact with the peoples of Africa. 

South Africa is the special 
interest of its own universities, 
and, owing to the kraal mentality, 
daily contact with the Bantu 
people is ordinarily throUgh 
voluntary associations for wel
fare work, Government depart
ments and superVIsIon in 
industry. In Cape Town Shawco 
admittedly does valuable work 
among the locally urbanized 
Bantu but that touches only the 
fringe of the subiect. 

If arrangements could be 
made for university teachers of 
subjects such as Bantu adminis
tration and Bantu law to vacate 
thllir chairs for, say, three years 
and join the Departnli!nt of 
Bantu Administration and 
~veltmment for work in the 
field, there would be a more 
solid foundation for speculation 
and creative thinking. The 
department dbes work within 
the frame of a strict policy 
requiring self-discipline but to 
exercise self-control and obey 
rules can be a valuable 
experience, especially if the 
acquisition of knowledge is to 
be dispassionate. . 

The universities have a vital 
part to play in South Africa. 

I The Government has kraaled 
them off ·by segregating students 
but this does not mean that the 
staffs should isolate themselves 
in ivory towers. Theorists there 
must be but valid principles can 
be deduced only from knowledge 
of all the facts. What makes 
this difficult to obtain is the 
Goyernment belief that its 
policies cannot be wrong, what-

I 
ever the facts may be. If all the 
facts are not known to those who 
speculate and think creatively, 
the facts themselves are liable 
to take control and aonfound 
those who have based their 

I actions upon them. 
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