
-. 
, 

)( A FElt I N G. 

29th Aprll, 1946. 

To: 

His Exoellenoy, the Hlgh Comm1ssloner tor 
Basutoland. Beohuanaland Proteotorato and SWaziland. 

Parllament street. 

CAPE TOWN. 

Our Fr1end, 

We ha.,e tbe honour to enolose a Memorandum which 

wa earnestly deslre to be sent to the Bri tiah ~erlllllent, 

w1th a request that 1t be plaoed. through the proper 

diplomat1c ohannels, betore the Trusteeship Committee 

ot un1ted Nations Orcanisat10n at its next sitting in 

September. 1946. or whene.,er the Mandate ot South west Atrioa 

oomes up tor oonsideration. 

And we respeottully request that Tour Excellenoy 

be graoiously pleased to transm1t by oable the oontents 

ot suoh Memorandum to the seoretary ot State. 

We haTe the honour to be. 

Your Friends , 

.. ~!~!. ~C:~~~! ............• 
CHIEF vF THJ!: BADENA TRIBB • 

. ¥q~e~~~.~: .. ~~eq!!: ........ ·· 
CHIEF OF THE •• l.IlJ.BTE TRIBE. 

rBheked1 Khama. 
CHI KF . OF· THE . ~·~~Aro • TRiBi: •.. 

~cJ1JI!l~d\. ~~'H'ql}" I ••••••• ••••• 

cruEl' OF TIlE BATLOKIU TRIBl!: . 

)(oremi' III. 
CHIEF· of· THE· uTAwile_A.. TRiBE: .• 

Bathoen II. 
cHiEF 'OF \mE' BillAKE-.riE · TRIBE 
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1. We, the unders1gned, Chiets ot the Bechuanaland. 

Proteotorste, on behalt ot ourselves and our respeotive 

Peoples, having regard to the present world s1tuation 

partioularly as it arteots \his Proteotorate, teel that 

we should be tailing in our duty to our Government, our 

Peoples and our ohildren, as well as to the good name of 

the Brit1sh Empire, unless we immediately made a olear 

stand in oonJunotion with all men and nations who w1sh td 

see peace 1n our time and the euooess ot the Un1ted Nat1o~ 

Organ1sation. 

2. e wish to v01ce our fee11ngs as a People who, 

by virtue of the1r present stage ot progress, are not 18 

able to stand by \hemaelves and therefore whose well-be1 

and development form a s.ored trust of o1v1l1sat10n. 

3. For a long time past we have never failed to r cord 

our protest against any sugs-st10n tor the 1nclus10n of e 

Beohuanaland Proteotorate 1nto the Un10n ot South Afr1ca. 

We cont1nue to rece1ve the assuranoe that 1f and when th 

Government ot the Un10n ot South Afr1ca make any move to 

\hat end, the Nat1ve People of the Beohuansland Proteoto ate 

w111 ba fully oonsulted. Conf1dent 1n the be11ef that e 

Br1t1sh Government would not transter the administretion 

of our Terr1tory to the Government of the union ot South 

A:t'rioa aga1nst our w1Bh, we have held our hands because 

a sense ot loyalty in wish1ng not to embarrass our AdlIin 

1etrat10n under \he 'control ot the Do 1nion Ottice WLOs 

duty it i8 to keep on tho m08t friendly tsrms with those 

neighbouring territorie8 under its aeg1s. As a result, 

the posit10n ot the Beohuansland Protectorate has reache 

a ol1max. 

4. /.......... . •.• 
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4. We are deeply concerned about the ruture of our 

oountry and more part10ularly w1th regard to 1ts Industr1al 

and Agrioultural development. 

It would appear that there is oonsiderable mineral 

wauill in the Territory as yet untapped, and iron and coal 

fields have reoently been discovared and favourably 

reported upon by the Colon1al Office Geological Expert. 

The Union Government has itself explored the v~8t 

irrigation possibilities or the Okavango Swamps whioh 

lie within our Territory, and a member of the Union Cabinet 

has reported to the Union parliament on the great pos­

sib1l1ties that lie 1n such area. 

The Colonial Orfioe in the allooat10n or funds 

available under tbe Colonial Development and Welrare .Act, 

1945, has set aslde two and a huf m1llion pounds for the 

development ot the H1gh Commission Territories or South 

Afrioa. 

It appears to us, therefore, that so rar as our 

Territory is concerned, we are at the dawn of an era of 

1ndustrial development. 

5. But the ruture development or the Protectorate 

depends upon rree and unfettered 1DBana of egress rrom, and 

access to, our Territory. At the present time no such 

rree route exists. The existing railway line through 

the Protectorate is owned and controlled by the Rhodesian 

Railways in oonjunction with Union Government Railways. 

It is neither 1n the 1nterest of the Union Government 

nor ot the Government ot Southern Rhodesia to assi8t 1n 

the development ot our Territory, in taot, the polioy ot 

the Union has been, and ls, the negat10n thereof. 

If / •.•.•....• 
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It. therefore the Government has ln view that 

this Protectorate should stand on lts own feet and he 

polltlcally and economically independent of the Union, 

the securing ot an open route would be a most essential 

and tangible torm ot achievlng this purpose. The 

natural route tram the Territory 11es through South West 

Atrioa to the Atlantic and now that the tuture ot South 

West Afrlca Is under consideratlon~ we move that thls Is 

the opportune oooasion to decide thls problem tor all 

time and any delay at this stage will be tatal to our 

well-being and development. 

6. The Mandate tor South West africa was granted 

to the Union in 1920, subject to the following condition :­

"The MandAte shall promote to ths utmost the 
material and moral well-being and the social 
progress of the inhabitants of the Territory, 
subjeet to the present Mandate." 

Since 1920, the Native Policy of the Union Government 

has steadily and progressively deteriorated against tbe 

Afrlcan, and it ij diffioult to see how the Union ean be 

expected to fulfil the above condition. It South lest 

Afrioa is made an intergral part of ,the Union of South 

~trica this would we submit, amount to a repudiation of 

the purpose of the original Mandate. 

7. It may see. presumptuous that we, Chlefs of the 

Protectorate, should urge that South west Afrlca be not 

transferred to the Union of South Afrloa, but we, as 

AtricanPeoples, are not uninterested. There are 

presently living in our country displaoed persons, Hereros 

and others, who were persecuted and driven out of their 

country by the Germans. In addition to those mentioned, 

a number of South West Africa natives have since taken 

refuge / •••.....•• 
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retuge in the Bechuaneland Proteotorate during the Unlon' a 

Mandate through tear ot the Unlon' a Nathe Pol loy , aDd all 

ot theae would return to thelr native landa in South Weat 

Atrloa it the purpoae ot the l:andate were being duly 

tultilled. 

8. We, theretore, urge that South West Atrioa ahould 

be kept a aeparate entity trom the Union ot South Atr10a 

tor all time ln Yiew ot that GoYernment'a deelared policy 

or raoial dla.r1m1natlon as recorded by thelr Prime 

Miniater durlng the debate a on the rooent ABiatio Aot, 

when he oonteased :-

"We are tollowlng a well-known South Afrloan prlnoiple, 
we are tollowing practloea and prinolplea whioh haye 
been adopted by ua, which haye been apprOTed here ln 
Parll ent, praotloally unan1moualy and which we regard 
aa eaaential to tne atruoture ot our oomplex aociety 
ln South Atrlca. 1undamentallY,the prlnclple ot 
aeparate land tenure and reaidence, and ot aeparate 
politioal reproaentetlon tor Indlana are the aame here 
in thla Bill aa in the caae ot the Nat1Yea, and the 
Native legialatlon whlch ia already 1n toroe ln thla 
oountry.". 

The Beohuanaland Proteotorate i_ yHall,. lntereated 

in the tuture ot South eet Atrioa. A glance at the _p 

will ahow the importance ot thia matter and the tact that 

South .eat Atrica and the Protectorate haye a common 

boundary ot aome tour hundred mile_ and more,and It South 

Weat Atrloa 1_ to beoome part and parcel ot the Unlon ot 

South Atr10a, we, aa a territoq, 1I0uld then be barred in 

not 0017 trom the South, Ea_t and North, but trom the Weat, 

and our only hope tor a tree and open route would be loat 

to ua, and the eoonomio deyelopment ot the Territoq 

atrangled at ita blrth. 

10. We aubmlt that Hia Britannic V&Jeaty ahould be 

g1Yen a dlrect Mandate oyer South .eat Atrica, or at least 

oyer I .......... . 
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over the northern portion thereot trom 25 degree. 

(latitude South) so as to provide the Beohuanaland 

Protectorate, and incidentally Bhodesia. with free aaoess 

to, and a tree port on, the West Coast ot Atrioa and an 

opportunity tor the Displaoed Persons to return to their 

homeland. 

11. 
~ 

In view ~,r~,e, we subm1 t the only oourse open 

to the Trusteeship Committee ot Un1ted Nation. Organisation 

is to revoke this Mandate. and give it directly to Rill 

Britannio MaJesty 80 that South West Afrioa may be dealt 

with 1n terms ot the Br1tish White Paper whose aim 1s 

indentioal with the above quoted purpose ot the Mandate. 

and which purpose i8 being effected in the adjoining 

territory ot the Bechuanaland Protectorate. 

WE RESPECTFULLY REQUEST 

That the British Delegation to Unitad Nations Organisation 

make on our bahalt the following representations to the 

Trusteeship Committee ot United Nations Organisation at 

its next session :-

(a) That South West Africa be not incorporated in the 

Union ot South Africa; 

(b) That the Mandate ot South West Africa be handed 

over directly to Bis BritanniC Majesty. tailing 

that. to the ~nited Nations Organisation; 

(0) That the Beohuanaland Protectorate be granted a 

tree and open route to a tree West Coast port; 

(d) / •••••••••• 
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(d) Tha~ ~ e case ot the Displaced Persona presen~11 

in ~he Becbuanaland Pro~c~ora~e be given 

conal dera ~ ion. 

}(gari 3echele • . . .. . .. . .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 
CRIEF OF '!'HE BADENA TRIBE. 

JIokgosi S. okgosi • .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 
CRIa OF THJI: BAJ4ALET:' TRIB",. 

Tabaked1 Khama. 
clii ~ .. 0i" THE" B~~AWAro" TRiBE: .. 

3edumedi Gaborone. 
cfiiiF .. 0; .. THi .. BAii6i.:A" TRiBE: .... 

l4orem1 III • .. .. .. . . .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. ... .. . 
car":!' OF THE BATA'ilANA TRIBE. 

Bathoen 11. 
CHiii' oy 'THE'BANiAizTSE'TRiBB: 

, 
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AUTHO I T Y. 

e, 

Chiefs of the BechuanaJ and Protectorate, on behlaf of 

ourselves and our respective P oples, ber by e power 

CUI ~ TSBEKEDI KHAMA of the BamangtJato Tribe 

to be duly assisted by 

ADVOCATE D. • BUCHANAI K .C • 

to consult 1n outh Afrioa w1th His ajesty's High 

Commissioner for Basutoland, Beohuanaland Proteotorate . 
and SWaziland, and thereafter to pro eed to Engl d on 

our behalf and consult with His Majesty's Government 1n 

Great Britain and with any other person or p rsons who 

they may deem advisable, and to represent us generally 

and enter into arrangements on our behal. 1n oonnection 

wi th the future of our Terri tory and the economic and 

political development thereof; and generally to do and 

perform all ets, matters and things in oonneotion with 

the atoregolng as fully and effectually to all intents 

and purposes as _ might or oould do if personally 

present and act1ng thorein. 

IN WITNESS WEER OF we have horeunto set 0 h "'ds 

at UAFEKIrG on this the 29th day of APRIL on 

the Year One Tbousand ine Sundred n d Forty-six, in the 

presence of the oubsoriblng w1tne sese 

AS ITNESS: 

1. ¥:I}; o~~~<?1J.! ]tgar1 Seohele. 
011! t °al'rr~ °:BAK ENA TRIBE. 

2. P • • Seb1na. 
•••••••••••• 

ok osl S. okgosi • 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
CHI OF THE SAl AL TE TRIBE. 

Tshekdi Khama. 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

CHI OF THE B. ArmATO 'fRIBE. 
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Sedumed1 Gaborone. ' 
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

oram1 III. 
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
CHIEF 0 TRIB]t • 

Bathoen II • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
CHI F OF THr: BAr AKET.JE TRIBE. 


