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MEMORANDUM CONCERNING STATEMENTS OF THE ANGLICAN CHURCH 
RE THE D.R. CHURCH AND EDUCATION IN SOUTH AFRICA. 

On page 31 in paragraph 3 the D.H. Churches are held re
sponsible for tension due to an alleged alliance of the D.R. 
Churches with . the imperialistic aspirations of a part of 
Africanderdom (presumably in government positions) with respect 
to the education of European children in South Africa. The 
Anglican Church ' goes on to state that the Union Educational 
Advisory Board as proposed in the draft act for legislation is 
the embodiment of the wishes and aims Of the Afrikaans Churches 
and that all educatiOn of Europeans has been put unreservedly 
into the hands of the above-mentioned Board with the purpose of 
procuring for the Africander predominant control over the children 
also of other language- and church groups. 

The wellknown and much discussed Memorandum concerning 
divided control of education issued by the Inter-church Committee . 
for Education is referred to as a confidential report which , 
however, came to light. Then it is alleged that the present 
educational draft act is the direct outcome of the efforts of 
the above-mentioned Inter-church Committee to the great satisfac
tion of the Afrikaans Churches. All this aims at Africander 
"baasskap" and for that reason co-operation with such a church 
has become impossible. 

This paragraph may seem to the uninformed to contain some 
sort of truth. In reality, however, it consists of a number of 
distorted facts and downright untruths, which really call for a 
detailed refutation. We briefly sum up the following facts 
however: 

1. "Imperialistic aspiration" in education is the exact oppo
site of the aims of the Afrikaans Churches. The triangle of 
school, parent and church has been advocated consistently from 
early times up to the present. The right of the parent to 
have a say in the education is brought up every year with the 
authorities. 

Already at the Synod of 20th October 1847 the D.R. Church 
resolved to establish a committee for education which should 
make the autocratic state authority aware of the aims of church 
and parent in educational matters. On 30th October 1857 this 
charge was renewed. In the rules and regulations of the D.R. 
Church (1957) Article 334 says: nIt is 'part of the calling of 
the Church in general and of the Church Council and members in 
particular to have the education of our youth at heart earnestly, 
diligently and in the right Christian spirit." . Could any 
scriptural or dogmatic counter~argunents be raised against this 
attitude and aim? 

As its conduct in the past proves the D.R. Church wa s the 
first to protest against any imperialistic aspirations in edu
cation and is actually by means of tho Intor-church Cowuittee 
for education engaged at present in protesting and pleading 
against the implications of the proposed legislation on education 
in South Africa~ ' " . 

Since 1945 until the most recent session of our Synod mo
tions were regularly placed on the agenda accentuating the right 
of the Church of Christ to taka an active int ~rest in the 
education of her children and outlining clearly the role of 
Christian parents in the education of their children. All these 
motions were unanimously carried. 

This accusation against the D.R. Church that it aids and 
abetts "imperialistic aspirations" in education is definitely 
untrue. 
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2. The memorandum with supplementary explanations drawn up 
by the Inter-church Committee for Education and published in 
the beginning of 1955 surely does not deserve to be called 
IIconfidential". The implication seems to be that consultations 
were held with the Minister concerned, the nature of which wo.s 
held secret. Nothing could be less true! A large edition of 
the memorandum was published and distributed immediately after 
the interview with Minister Viljoen. Copies were for-
warded, among others to all l arge and fairly large ewspapers 
within the Union. There is hardly a paper which did not 
publish extracts and make comments. We can say that on the 
whole the English dailies made fairminded and encouraging com
ments on this memorandun. The matter was judged purely on its 
own nerits without church or political bias and credit was given 
to the committee for advocating a uniform and Union-wide educa
tional policy on the following grounds 09..0. : 

a) The consensus of recoDTIendations made by a number of 
comDissions of investigation (Hofmeyr COITQission 1924, 
Roos CODTIission 1934, Nicol COQDission 1939 and the 
well-known de Villiers Commission of 1948) all accen
tuating the harmful effect of a divided control of edu
cation exercised on the one hand by four autonomous 
provinces, on the other by one strong Union Department 
of Education. . 

b) The exanple of old civilised countries like England 
(Education Act 1944), Australia (Education Act 1945), 
BelgiuD (Education ReforD Act 1947), Sweden (School 
ReforD Act 1950), Netherlands (Act on Secondary Edu
cation 1953). Conpared to these South Africa lags 
sadly behind in educational matters . 

c) The harnful effects of a cons·tant change of syllabus 
on children of civil servants and others who nove fran 
province to province. The p,ercentage of this IInobile ll 

part of our popUlation is quite high. 

d) The crying need of an effective and differentiated se
condary education. This need is felt keenly in the 
entirely inadequate nunber of technicians trained in 
South Africa while the potential with respect to brain
power and talent is nevertheless available in this 
country. 

e) The impossibility and futility of advancing either on 
educational or psychological grounds a single argunent 
in favour of a splintered and decentralised educational 
systeLl such as we have to put up with at present. 

These and other acknowledgenents were nade by the daily 
papers on . the strength of what they found in the nemorandun 
which had been sent to then. 

In the debates of the House of Assenbly we find in Hansard 
Ed. No. 14, that the Hon. P.A. Moore (U.P.) nade the following 
statenent under the heading Education p. 5918 on May 13th 1955: 
"It was an extraordinary coincidence which further denonstrates 
the interest taken in education, that sinultaneously an Inter
church Connittee of the D.R. Churches net to discuss the pro
vision nade for secondary education in South Africa . That 
comnittee was so kind as to send us copies of the panphlets 
published by then. I wish to express ny own thanks t o then ond 
also those of the other nenbers who received copies. They give 
evidence of painstaking inVestigation and provide sound inf or
nation in ths sphere of education .1I 

Nor did the D.R. Church fail to contact the English-
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speaking Teachers Association . In a letter de,ted June 6th 
1955 the secretary of the Cape D. R. Educational Connittee wrote 
to S . A. T. A. : "It is proposed on the personal recormendation of 
the Prine Minister to interview the Minister of education during 
~ugust next and in view thereof, the Educational COTInitteo 
requests ·your Executive Con:-.littee or authorised sub- cormittee, 
kindly to nake available to the undersigned their written 
opinion on the nerits of this nenorandun . We would like to be 
informed of possible objections or practical dangers as seon by 
you " • • • 0 

In a letter dated July 14th the secretary of S . A . T . ~ . r e
plies : "From press reports and fron a hasty glance through the 
nenorandun, it is clear that the natter is one which nerits 
earnest consideration by our 1I.ssociation." 

The TIenorandun is still available to al l who arc interested 
in it . .\nd still it shows no trace of illegitimate power and 
authority claimed for the D. R. Churches . Here the word of the 
apostel Paul in Acts 26 : 26 is applicable : "For I am persuaded 
that none of these things are hidden from Him; for this thing 
was not done in a corner . " Truly "confidential" was an unfor
tunate charactertS 1.tion of the enthusiastic and idealistic 
efforts of the D.~ Churches in matters pertaining to education. 

3 . The allegation in line 25 on page 31 that the draft act 
concerning a Union Educational Advis0~y Board is identical with 
the goal for which the Inter- church Committee have striven with 
unremitting zeal so that the said Committee can be tharu<ful for 
the success it has had , has, to put it mildly, not the slightest 
vestige of truth . 

An unprejudiced person with average intelligence need only 
compare the draft till with the proposals of the D. R. Churches 
to see the essential difference at a glance . 

On the subject of education the D.R . Churches have often 
in the past had reason to differ from the government and pro
vincial authorities and , in fact, to differ qyite seriously . 
They have never yet hesitated to press their demands and views 
for which they could quote scriptural authority upon the govern
ment quite fearlessly and frankly . As against the custom in some 
other churches the D. R. Church is unwilling to broadcast its 
di~ferences with ~ho government, knowing how easily this may be 
exploited by politicians in which case even the best of 
ideals and the most serious considerations could go the way of 
the swine of Gadara and sink into the depths of the sea CSt. Mark 
5 :13) . We prefer to follow the example of the untiring widow 
of the parable (St . Luke 18:3), who "by her continual coming" 
wearied the judge. Although at this stage, as far as the 
churches arc concerned, the matter of this proposed draft bill is 
still sub judice and representations continue to be made to the 
government by letter rod by deputation, never the less it may be 
pointed out that the Inter-church Committee is very dissatisfied 
and disappointed with the draft bill as it is and has said so 
in no uncertain language, giving chapter and verse to the 
government . 

When the Anglican Memorandum declares: "Indeed Afrikaner 
orientated education was specifically asked for", and again "be
cause of a clear alignment of policies" , it brings to light a 
poor understandir.Lg of basic principles . The lack of co- operation 
(p. 32, lines 2 and 3) and the strained relations of line 9 can 
only be ascribed to inability to read aright or unwillingness to 
get acquainted ~ith the real facts . 

i) There/ •••• 
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There should be a clearly defined educational 
policy for the whole country. 

The autonomous provinces should carry out this 
policy within the framework of their own administra
tive machinery and their own local circumstances. 

The Advisory Board should consist of a limited 
number of persons with high professional and acade
mic qualifications and firsthand experience of 
educational matters under the leadership of a chair
man who may not be an ex-officio civil servant. 

• 

The task of this Board should be clearly outlin~A~ 

This ideal differs radically from the proposed legislation 
as regards the constitution and functions of the Union Advisory 
Board. The n.R. Churches fe el convinced that the board of 
the draft bill in no way answers the purpose which the churches 
envisage and consequently the Inter-church Committee will l eO-vo 
no stone unturned to obtain what they sincerely desire for all 
the children of our country. 

The matter of ItAfrikaner to..asskaplt is nowhere even hinted 
at in any writing of an official nature issued by any synod or 
commission of the churches. Somewhere somebody has invented 
a story. The accusations and fears of the Anglican Church 
in this connection are not borne out by the f~cts. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 
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