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THE BUNGA OF SOUTH AFRICA 
A day may como when the word 

Bung&. (" talk") will be as honoured in 
the history of the Bantu race as 
Witnnagemot is in that of the Anglo­
Saxon. Dimly conscious as they may 
be of the gon.l t-o which they a.re being 
Jed, ttle members of the United Trans­
keinn Territories General Council are 
learning .. surely as did the fore. 
runners of Simon de Montfort the first 
principles of democratic government. 

Fq1' such an experiment the Tra.nskei, 
the native reserve in South AIrieSt W&S 

well choscn. l'he countless mushroom 
huts which chng to the aides ';f the 
undulating pasture-lands harbour a 
Dative popu1a.tion of 1,200,000, and 
there is good material bere with 
which to build a. commonwealth. In 
April all roads lead to Umtata. In 
that month thf'! Chief Magistrate sum­
mons to the capital Ule magistrate and 
three elected natn'e councillors from 
each of the twenty·six districts of tho 
reserved tenitory to hold confel'cnce on 
its govctlimcnt. 

Umtata, with its ba<:kgrOlUld of lofty 
mountains, its wide, wooded streets, 
is a. pleasant little town and the Buoga. 
buildings are well planned to suggest 
their aim. The dome above the portico 
is designed like a. native hut, the Hall 
01 SCMionisspaciouB, the lounge of the 
white magistrates and that of the nativa 
counCIllors are exactly alike, and COlD­
mittee-rooms are at. present under 
construc~ion in which the mcmbe-rs will 
learn adininistrative routine. 

The session lasts for three wccks and 
the report of itK proceedin~s, published 
annually, makes interestrug reading. 
The councillors, who have already 
served their apprenticeship in vill~o 
and district councils ns did ours 10 
hundred-moot and shire·moot, debate 
on subjects as varied as the King's 
prerogative and the depredat:ons of tho 
Nomakoko rat, on the Status Dill and 
the founding of people's banks.". on new 
bridges and the effect of I,..;hristian 
marriage laws on native dowries, on the 
combating of soH erosion and the levy­
ing of taxes. This African Hansard 
embodies also the m:nutes of the 
standing committees on education, 
economics, and agriculture, Ilnd 
tabulatcs the findings of the Council 
which, sent to CapetowD, take their 
place latcr on the Statute-book or arc 
sent back to the Dunga. for further 
consideration. 

Not without reason has tho na.me 
Bunga, or .. talk," been chosen. Tho 
Rim of the Native Council is 0.'1 much 
the training of sound jurigmeDt as the 
framing of recommendations to the 
Legislature. It is the , clearin~·station 
where erroneous ideas can bp corrected, 
new ideas introduced, and grievances 
ventilated in an atmosphere at once 
sympathetic and progresllh·e. 

ThA part played by the European 
members of the Coundl i. in strict 
accordance with these a:ms. They may 
speak but they may not vote, and their 
speaking is never obtrusive, if .,ne may 
jud~e from the report. While the 
Afri('an councillors are permitted and 
encouraged to speak with all the expan­
sivenpss of thc:r race ((,lther in English 
or in the vf'rnn('ular. with an intcrpr('tt'r 
at hand). the m~J(i<;tratc!l interv('ne only 
tn corr('ct misunrierl'tandifl't. occasion· 
ally to riivert thA argument to moro 
useful lines, to give information on a. 

point of Jaw, or to support Q, specially 
enlightened opinion. 

At every turn there are curious 
revelations. A motion is made that a 
stop be put to inhumane slaughtering 
of animals. and one of the speakers 
says, .. I wish to explain that native 
people have no intention of cruelty 
when they do this. The reason why a 
beast is slaughtered in that way ill tA 
ma.ke it bellow. The reason 
making it cry out is to obtain a 
response froru tbe_spirits 01 the dead 
to whom the anima.l is being sacrificed. 
When the beast is mad/} to cry out it 
is done at the behesL of the witch 
doctor. I know that the complaint of 
the people is that the Council is stop­
ping practices by which tlle people are 
able to help the sick. Even if it i. 
unpopular with the people ret it is 
jU'lt, and I support the motion." 

An a.mendment thn.t the matter 
should he referred to the district 
councils lLnd to the people for dis· 
Cllssion WIlS Cllrried on the ground 
that, as one speaker doelarcd, .. It 
would not be nice if we asked for 
legislation without having tried to use 
our illftuellce with the pe\lpte. The 
man who practises these primitive 
cusloms see'" no evil in them until he 
becomes enlightened." 

Taxation Wa3 the genet;is of the 
Mother of Parliaments, and the levying 
of taxes and thcir e"xpeDditure are a. 
ma.in topic at tbe Bunga. Laid before 
the councillors and fully diBCussed by 
them are reports on the three a~ricul­
tural schools and two experimental 
farms, all the holding 01 farmen' 
d&ys and shows, 011 the tour of the 
agricultural caravan school, on the 
issue of a .. Farmers' -Weekly," on 
veterinary work, on the provision at 
advantageous terms of fertiliser8, 
stock, and implements, on the eon­
etruction of dams, roads, bridges, nod 
clinics, on afforestation and the intro­
duction of grasses a.nc! food crops. 

As in all human affairs, there is an 
ebb and flow. A beneficial measure 
welcomed by the Bunga. in one year is 
cold-shouldered in the next, attend­
ances at the instructional courses and 
shows fluctuate, tho people grow 
weary in wclldoing wh('n noxious 
weeds and pests ha\·e to b(> destroyed. 
At every meeting of the Council the 
serious menace of overstocking i8 
brought up and remedial me3.Sures 
recommended. But as the holding 01 
stock is the native bllnkin~ syatem and 
the security of eredif. the basis of 
marriage settlements, and the centre 
of their communal aystcrn, it is deeply 
embedded in tbe lile or the people. 

"YOIl, the leaders, must take the 
initiative." proclaims the Chief 
Magistrate. That is thE' keynote on 
which the Bunga begins and end~, and 
which sounds in the ears of the 
councillors as thev wend their wa.y 
back to their kraals to meet the stolid 
indifference or opposition of their 
backward nei~hbours. 

It is all to the good that during the 
scssion the public galleries !\f0 alWaYS 
crowded with "ager li!'lteners and that 
alrE'n.dy the Bunjla is named with 
pride and expectation even bv a smBIl 
section of the, people. A notahle 
\"enturf' in ~ovcrnment and self­
p:o\"(>rnment, the futurf' 01 a. great 
tprritorv is bound up with itl! !I1H'(,CSS 
or raillire. A. M. P. 




