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ABSTRACT
There is presumed dialogue between the book of Proverbs and Shona wisdom poems in
dealing with the subject of home based nurturing towards societal stability. The
underlying principle in both approaches, it seems, is that preparation for life begins in
the home. Its negligence could account for societal breakdown. This study seeks to
explore, on the one hand, the contemporary validity of home based nurturing as
observed in these traditional settings, and on the other, to investigate whether this
dialogue yields a methodological approach of using Africa to interpret the Old

Testament.

The assumption we are taking in this study is that societal stability begins in the home.
A socio-rhetorical reading of Proverbs 1-9 seems to reveal that these texts were written
from the perspective of a parent-teacher, with years of experience and attained
wisdom, which creates a forum to pass on this knowledge to a child-student. The
common approach in both traditional settings is that the speaker employs wisdom
poems, (memorable compositions) and local sayings (observed phenomena) to
illustrate or illumine a given everyday reality as the prescriptive solution for becoming
successful in life.  Thus, wisdom poems, both biblical and Shona, are almost
consistently used to communicate truth and lessons for life. For that reason, the
reading of the book of Proverbs and that of Shona wisdom poems demands a novel

hermeneutical approach.



ALMA
BibBh
BN
BR
BS
BTB
BV
CBQ
HeyJ
HTS
IVP
JBL
JETS
JNSL
JSOT
JSOT Sup
LW
NIV
NRSV

NSBT

ABBREVIATIONS
Africa Leadership and Management Academy
Bible Bhashyam
Biblische Notizen
Biblical Research
Bibliotheca Sacra
Biblical Theology Bulletin
Biblical Viewpoint
Catholic Biblical Quarterly
Heythrope Journal
Hervormde Teologiese Studies
Inter Varsity Press
Journal of Biblical Literature
Journal of the Evangelical Theological Society
Journal of Northwest Semitic Languages

Journal for the Study of the Old Testament

Journal for the Study of the Old Testament Supplementary series

The Living Word

New International Version

New Revised Standard Version
New Studies in Biblical Theology

Xi



OTE Old Testament Essays

PANA Pan-African News Agency

RB Revue Biblique

Res Q Restoration Quarterly

ScrB Scripture Bulletin

VT Vestus Testamentum

VT Sup Vestus Testamentum Supplementary Series
ZAW Zeitschrift fur die alttestamentliche Wissenschaft

All quotations are from the NRSV unless otherwise stated.

xii



CHAPTER ONE
PRELIMINARY ISSUES

1. Purpose of study

Societal stability remains a contemporary challenge. Despite the numerous
technological advancements that have been introduced to aid us, the complexities that
we face have become more worrisome because, it would seem, that these
advancements have only made life better technologically. Quality of life in terms of
morality, which is the sum total of the content of one’s character, has actually
deteriorated. Our news coverage is dominated by reports of fraud, corruption,
misappropriation of donor funds, nepotism, sexual misconduct and ethnic conflicts to
mention but a few examples. The sad reality is that the perpetrators of these
misdemeanors are often discovered to be qualified personalities from whom one
ironically assumes good behaviour. For a long time, our young people have looked up
with admiration and trust to some of these presumed models. Invariably, the damage
done as a result of such lamentable behaviour and practice is immeasurable,
particularly when such deviation is “normalised” by virtue of its frequency. The

question is then who is responsible for nurturing our young people for life?

The purpose of this study is to explore the potentiality of home based nurturing as a
platform to prepare our young people for life as well as a strategy for societal stability.
At the onset, a few concepts deserve our preliminary qualification. Firstly, home based
nurturing in this study refers to the parental responsibility of preparing their children
for life. The concept does not necessarily speak of home schooling or some other
model of formalised education. In our thinking it is a conscientious effort on the part

of the parents, to prepare their children for life and its attendant challenges.

1



"1 is a technical reference to the material found in

Secondly, the concept “Instruction
the first nine chapters of the book of Proverbs. For the sake of consistency, whenever
that technical nuance is in perspective we will capitalise the word as a signal to that

effect.

Thirdly, there are the concepts of family and clan® as represented in Gerstenberger’s
study (2002). When we think about family, perhaps we have in our minds the concept
of Western “nuclear” family, comprising of a parent and children combination. As we
will discover later in this study, the biblical conception suggests much more than this,
as does the Shona traditional culture. The family environment is critical for our

purposes and we shall seek to clarify the applicatory sentiments.

These clarifications arise from the concern that parental authority and the attendant
responsibilities deserve to be revisited. Our assumption is that it is short-sighted to
prepare children merely for their careers when the more compelling task is to prepare
them for life. We seek to argue, in this study, the case for home based nurturing as an
ideal that can serve the dual purpose of, on the one hand, preparing our young people

for life, and to address societal stability on the other hand.

For these reasons, this study intends to explore the primacy of home-based nurturing,
an ideal profoundly valued in traditional practices, and to promote a platform towards
its restoration. A projection of this general phenomenon is strikingly evident in the

biblical culture, as indicated already, and is equally a valued norm within the Shona

1 This concept “Instruction” will be fully explained in the third chapter of our study in the exegetical analysis of the
material contained in the book of Proverbs.

2 The concepts of clan and family will also be fully explained in the second chapter of this study to clarify what we
have in mind when we present this as a central concern to this study.

2



traditional practice. As one closely studies both the book of Proverbs and Shona
wisdom poems, home based nurturing does not come across as a strictly formalised
exercise, but one undertaken within the informal social exchanges between parents

and children. We shall seek to establish this observation a little later on in this study.

2. Projected focus of the study and chapter divisions

This study will commence with an analysis of the Zimbabwean context, which
represents familiar territory for the present writer, to be considered from the prospect
of both an involved and interested party. The idea would be to register the various
factors indicative of societal fragmentation, and to attempt to pinpoint the crux of the
matter. This context is understandably representative of the situation on the ground
elsewhere, and we will seek to bring such comparative scenarios to attention where

possible.

The analysis of the Zimbabwean context and its affinity to other contexts will be
followed, in the second chapter, by an introduction to familial issues from which the
core concern of the present study resonates. We will particularise the Gerstenberger’s
(2002) social strata of the family as preparatory ground for our exegetical investigation
of the Wisdom poem found in the first nine chapters of the book of Proverbs. The
book of Proverbs itself will be introduced with specific attention to its setting, subject
matter, structure, and sacredness as it relates to our central focus in this study. We
will also bring into perspective Shona family setting as we anticipate a dialogue

between the two contexts to yield some helpful insights for our purposes.



The study of the family setting will be followed in the third and fourth chapters by the
exegesis of selected texts from the first nine chapters of the book of Proverbs. The
approach would be to investigate the applicability of some guidelines from these texts
in terms of home based nurturing as a biblical and traditional ideal for the
contemporary context. At this juncture, we ought to mention Robbins’ (1996) socio-
rhetorical critique as our preferred exegetical approach to the texts we will analyse.
Our subject matter demands a multi-disciplinary approach. Such a methodology is
necessary in order to comprehensively address our comparative study of the ancient
biblical world and the traditional Shona culture, as well as to attain to proper exegetical
treatise of the select material for our purposes. Our attempt is to draw out principles
undergirding the primacy of the home as the centre of nurturing. With this in mind,
perhaps the most satisfactory approach is Vernon K. Robbins’ socio-rhetorical criticism
as outlined in his book Exploring the texture of Texts: A guide to socio-rhetorical

interpretation (1996).

To turn our attention back to the projected chapter divisions, the fifth chapter will be
an analysis of home based nurturing in the light of Shona wisdom poems. This study
considers Shona wisdom texts as secondary to biblical texts. For that reason, we will
not treat these texts with the same exegetical intensity as our primary biblical texts.
However, a comparison of biblical and Shona wisdom poems is necessary to allow
some observations that can be of some assistance to our study of the Old Testament
(OT), particularly with regard to the reading of the OT using Africa as the lens. The
central focus of this study, home based nurturing, will remain in view throughout this

exercise.



The sixth chapter will conclude the study with a summation of findings as well as
tabling recommendations. We will nhow consider a description of our methodological

approach highlighted above.

3. Proposed methodological approach

Robbins’ socio-rhetorical criticism is “an approach to literature that focuses on values,
convictions and beliefs both in the texts we read and in the world in which we live”
(1996:1). The label “socio-rhetorical” is purposefully adopted to imply a strategy of
reading and rereading texts from various angles, thus incorporating various disciplines,
(namely; literary, socio-scientific, rhetorical, postmodern and theological), under a
single rubric. The presupposition is that each discipline on its own, in spite of how
comprehensively a text may be analysed, is limited, but when used interactively in
dialogue with, and in compliment to, other approaches it yields a rich tapestry® of
belief, action and life in the ancient world as well as in the contemporary. Robbins
(1996:2) says that the goal of socio-rhetorical criticism is to “bring skills we use on a
daily basis into an environment of interpretation that is both intricately sensitive to
detail and perceptively attentive to large fields of meaning in the world in which we

live”,

The conviction pertaining to the reality of multiple textures within a text resonates from
yet another presupposition that “words themselves work in complex ways to

communicate meanings that we only partially understand” (1996:3). For our study, we

3 The concept ‘tapestry’ is employed to indicate what Robbins calls various “textures” within a text. In his scheme
he presents five different kinds of ‘textures’ that will be explored even further below. However, he cautions that
“no interpreter will ever use all the resources of socio-rhetorical criticism in any one interpretation” (1996:2).

5



make use of relevant textures in order to achieve “"meanings and meaning effects that

the words in a given text represent, engage, evoke and ignite” (1996:6).

Firstly, the Inner Texture investigates the transaction of interpreting a text by
analysing features in the language of the text itself as the medium of communication.
This texture engages the reader and the narrator* so as to display the patterns,
structures, devices and modes in the text as communication “tools”. While these
narrational patterns may sound like an obvious texture, in actuality, it can become
complex in determining what the text itself is in contrast to what the reader puts into it.
For that reason, socio-rhetorical criticism suggests “implied author” and “implied

reader” as a necessary distinction (1996:46).

Secondly, the Intertexture investigates the “interaction of the language in the text
with ‘outside’ material and physical objects, historical events, texts and customs,
values, roles, institutions and systems (1996:3). Here we are dealing with phenomena

that lie outside the text, in comparison to the implied world of the text.

Thirdly, the Social and Cultural texture, as the title suggests, delineates
anthropological and sociological issues via a range of topics. The three topics that this
texture employs to support the social reform and withdrawal from the norms are what
Robbins calls specific social topics. These derive the processes, then the common
social and cultural topics direct the practices and also the final cultural categories

deduce priority. Therefore, at the heart of this texture is symbolic action that is socially

4 The voice through which the account unfolds. In first nine chapters of the book of Proverbs, that voice is
prominently featured in the persona of the father with occasional portraits of Wisdom persona.



and culturally determined. Symbolic action can be derived from the dialogue and
actions of the characters in the account as well as the world in the text that the

narrator portrays.

Fourthly, the Ideological texture indicates how what we say and believe connects
with the power structures and power relations of the society in which we live. The
social, cultural, individual location, and perspective of the reader are taken into account
with the text as the guest to the biases, opinions, preferences, and stereotypes that are
consciously or subconsciously brought into play. A concise definition of ideology entails
an integrated system of beliefs, assumptions and values that reflect the needs and

interests of a group or class at a particular time in history (Robbins 1996:96).

Fifthly, the Sacred texture analyses the relation of humans to the divine. This
approach enables the exegete to locate ways in which the text speaks about God, or
the realms of religious life. In this category, God may exist either in the background,
or in a direct position of action and speech in a text. Specific attention is given to
individuals who have a special relationship with God or to divine powers. Other
interests in this texture include spirit beings, divine history, human redemption and
commitment, the formation and nurturing of the religious community, as well as the

ethical code by which the community abides.

Robbins” methodology challenges the interpreter to explore a given text in a systematic
and broad manner that leads to a rich environment of interpretation and dialogue. For
this reason, this study will adopt that approach from the perception that the inner

texture, the intertexture, the social and cultural texture, ideological as well as

7



the sacred texture provide a rich environment in which to gain a fuller understanding
of meanings and meaning effects in a systematic and comprehensive mechanism. The
reason for utilising this methodology is that it will allow for close analysis of the text
from various angles. This multifaceted analysis is particularly relevant for the poetic
and proverbial material that we are primarily dealing with in this study. In addition to
this, Robbins’ approach is open to being supplemented by other expert knowledge

which allows for the interaction with relevant contributions along the way.

With that in mind we now turn our attention to the issues that will shed light on the

need for this study, namely the causes for societal collapse.

4. Causes attributed to the fragmentation of the Zimbawean society

It is our perception that the social and moral fibre of the contemporary Shona society is
beginning to fall apart, as the analyses below will reveal. This development is a
relatively new phenomenon within the Shona culture® in Zimbabwe.® Traditionally

renowned for strong relational values and solid communal ties, the Shona society is

5 “The population of Zimbabwe is culturally and linguistically diverse. There are some 12 indigenous languages
spoken throughout the country. These people have, despite their different beliefs, cultures and languages, managed
to live harmoniously while preserving their cultural beliefs and values. However, there are two main local
languages spoken, that is Shona and Ndebele. The official language is English. The ethnic characteristics of
Zimbabweans are diverse. The largest ethnic group are the Shona who are made up of numerous groupings (among
them the Karanga, Zezuru, Manyika, Kore-Kore) totalling 65 per cent of the population. Other groups are the
Ndebele (15%), Kalanga (5%) and the Sotho, Tonga and Venda who constitute about 1% each. In addition, there
are persons of European and Asian origin who constitute about 0.5% and 0.1% of the total population”. ©1996-
2001 Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights Geneva, Switzerland

6 Zimbabwe is situated in south-central Africa between the Limpopo and Zambezi Rivers. It is bound by Zambia in
the north and north-west, by South Africa in the south; by Mozambique in the east and north-east and in the south-
west by Botswana. It covers a total area of 390,245 square kilometres, about three times the size of Britain.
Zimbabwe lies wholly to the north of the Tropic of Capricorn and almost the whole country lies more than 330
metres above sea level. The outstanding feature is the central plateau, also known as the highveld which is about
650 kilometres long and 80 kilometres wide. Bounding it on either side is the middleveld which is between 600 and
1,200 metres above sea level. The total population of Zimbabwe is 12 576 742 of whom about 70% and 30% live
in the rural and urban areas respectively. The growth rate of the population is approximately 3.0% per annum.
©1996-2001 Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights Geneva, Switzerland.



deplorably falling apart. This development deserves our attention because at the root
of the various deviant acts is a lack of respect for another’s person and property. Such
deviation, in actuality, signifies a departure from deep seated Shona custom.
Moreover, there is the observation that the collapse is gaining ground against the
backdrop of technological advancements and innovative developments emblematic of

the postmodernist era, which is incongruously designed to improve life.

This scenario is not an exception to the pollution of other African cultures and even

beyond. The concern here is indeed a global issue.

MOZAMEIGUE

ZAMBIA
Kariba
NAMIBIA Johinhoyi
HARARE
Singa Xe hilungwiza
: Kadoma‘ Inyangani
Hwange SR
Mutare
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——
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=L

Figure 1 : Map of Zimbabwe. Source: CIA Fact book
Predictably, our contention with the notable widespread of delinquency, among other
factors, signals the high levels of the deterioration if not the absence of curbing

measures. Now as juvenile delinquency’ has reached novel and astronomical levels, a

7 A South African that surveyed 10 699 teenagers revealed the following: 9% of those surveyed had carried a
weapon to school including guns, knives, pangas or kerries; 15% had been threatened or injured at school; 50%

9



number of causative factors have been attributed to this.® As we highlight a number of
the causes that have been forwarded, we need to point out that on the one hand, our
concern is not to evaluate these factors as comprehensive, but purely to register our
awareness. On the other hand, these factors serve to further advance what we have

already suggested as the core issue leading to the breakdown of the society.

4.1 The constraints of urbanisation

The whole matter of urbanisation has ushered in the inescapable change from, in the
case of Zimbabwe, Growth Points® to small towns, and predictably into large cities. The
process has given rise to a highly impersonal environment and restrictive
neighbourhoods, ultimately typified by high walls, electric fences and fierce looking
dogs. Whether these measures are justifiable or not, is not our primary concern at this
juncture, suffice to point out the adverse and perhaps regrettable effects. This
development tells us that there are now some known threats. For that reason, people
no longer feel safe. Such security consciousness is a marked departure from what
were safe neighbourhoods. In the past people did not even need to lock their doors
but knew that respect for others’ property was embedded in the community’s values

among many other ideals. Skolnick and Skolnick (1992:13), even though they are

admitted having had alcohol before turning 13; 9% had used dagga; 17% had been offered, sold or given an illegal
drug on school property (Star Dec 10, 2003). The South Africa context represents a close geographical parallel to
Zimbabwe

8 Whitehead and Crow sample a number of factors in North America reflective of the dire levels of deterioration
that contemporary morality has reached. In their book Home Education : Rights and Reasons (1993:34ff), they
reveal the astronomical realities of suicidal cases, cheating in school, dress code degeneration, incidences of school
shooting, substance abuse, teenage pregnancies, the HIVV/Aids pandemic and related STDs. Such pervasions that
continue to rise rather drastically signal that something has gone wrong in our society and particularly in our
educational system. Because of the idea of a global village these trends in the West tend to find their way into the
Third World.

9 A Growth Point in Zimbabwe is a semi-urban development centre that the government identifies and directs
resources to make goods and services readily available to the rural population. The name suggests potential for
development and by design will draw what is usually a sparsely populated rural lifestyle under a seemingly urban
approach.
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writing in a first world context, affirm the importance of communal life when they
write:
The home was not set off as a private place, a refuge to make up for
the deprivations in the world of work. There was no world of work
outside the home; family members were fellow workers. Nor did the
world outside one’s front door consist of strangers or half strangers, as
neighbours often are today. Rather, most people lived in a community
of people known since childhood and with whom one would expect to
have dealings for the rest of one’s life. These outsiders could enter the
household freely and were entitled, and even obligated, to intervene if
relations between parents and children and husbands and wives were
not as they should be.
The traditional society, therefore, was conducive to mutual accountability as part of the
socialisation process. Urbanisation has uprooted that virtue, although we must say that

perhaps, this was not intentional but purely incidental.

There is also, on the one hand, the undeniable infrastructural damage caused by the
deteriorating conditions related to human settlement, such as overcrowding,
inadequate water supply and sanitation, inadequate refuse collection, poor drainage,
inadequate road transport systems and high unemployment levels. On the other hand,
the cultural damage is equally noticeable. As many experts in the urbanisation study
will confirm, the constraint is apparent in most Sub-Saharan African cities such as Dar
es Salaam, Harare, Lusaka, Lagos, Gaborone, Nairobi, and Abuja, to mention a few
examples (see www.undp.org). In an article for the Pan African News Agency, Itai
Musengenyi comments on the Zimbabwe situation by making the observation that
urbanisation, industrialisation, economic hardships, adoption of Western values, and
the widening of socio-economic gaps have disrupted family life in a nation which 50
years ago was quite close-knit (PANA October 11 1996). He continues to say that

“urbanisation forces people to adopt different cultures, some of which emphasize on
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individualism resulting in the erosion of values such as sharing and consultation among
relatives” (PANA October 11 1996). His comments are not out of place. Sadly his
concern seems to be falling on deaf ears. Similarly, the Report of Human Development
in Zimbabwe (2003:6) registers that “the downside of [urban] resettlement was that it
further weakened kinship ties as people moved and lived apart from their kin”. The
comment is written with the loss of social censorship institutions in mind, where the

(rural) community served as the conscience of the individual.

Table 1: Projected Urban Populations in Africa. Source: UNCHS
On the Freedom House webpage, Klaus Topfer’s (2003), the Undersecretary and Acting
Director General of UNCHS (Habitat) opening statement seems to negatively depict
urbanisation. He says that “Urban development and planning regulations as applied in
many developing countries of Africa, Asia and Latin America have seemed to fail to
provide orderly and sustainable urban development. The result is that squatter
settlements and informal sector developments have continued to predominate in spite
of officially approved urban development plans”. While these occurrences are
unfortunate, what is worse is the inner-city or sub-culture that emanates from these
slums bears no affinity to traditional or even modern values. In the light of this reality,

urbanisation has introduced, along with these imbalances, delinquents whose reversal
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is not an easy task for any governing authority to redress. As the table below shows,

urbanisation is on the increase in Zimbabwe nonetheless.

| | 19691 | 198211 | 198972 | 1994 | 2000

| Harare | 364,390 | 656,011 | 973,444 | 1,290,444 | 1,831,140

| Bulawayo | 236,320 | 413,814 | 614,052 | 814,016 | 1,155,089

| Gweru | 46,170 | 78,918 | 117,105 | 155,240 l 220,286

| Mutare | 41,970 | 69,621 | 103,309 | 136,952 | 194,335

| Kwekwe | 31,390 | 47,607 | 70,643 | 93,648 | 132,887

| Kadoma | 24,980 | 44,613 | 66,200 | 87,759 l 124,530

| Hwange | 20,190 | 39,202 | 58,171 | 77115 | 109,426

| Chitungwiza | 14,970 | 172,556 | 256,053 | 339,436 | 481,660

| Chinhoyi | 13,360 | 24,322 | 36,091 | 47,844 | 67,891

| Masvingo | 11,380 | 30,642 | 45,469 | 60,276 | 85,532

| Marondera | 10,940 | 20,263 | 30,068 | 39,860 l 56,561

| Chegutu | 8,630 | 19,621 | 29,115 | 38,597 | 54,769

| Shurugwi | 8,390 | 13,351 | 19,811 | 43,306 | 61,451

| Kariba | 3,940 | 12,387 | 18,381 | 26,263 | 37,267

| Redcliff | 8,580 | 22,015 | 32,668 | 38,597 | 54,769

| Victoria Falls | 3,450 | 8,114 | 12,040 | 24,367 l 34,577

[ Total Municipalities | 849 050 | 1673057 | 2482620 | 3291 084 | 4670 060

[ Other Urban Areas | 93750 | 268 553 | 398 561 | 528 273 | 749 620
Total Urban 942 800 1941610 2881121 3819357 5419 680

Table 2: Official Census Data. Source World Bank Mission

The particularisation of urbanisation with all the attending problems that experts in this
area have highlighted and continue to wrestle with, only serves to add to what is an
even greater problem as we will see below. While urbanisation in its purest form is
desirable, it however, has come at heavy cost in non financial terms. When the issue
of Human Development Index'® is brought into perspective, perhaps urbanisation is
found wanting in some respects. Of concern in our study, as we will show below, is the
fragmentation of our society through the urbanisation process. With that we will turn

to the next possibility.

10 Human Development Index is derived from the quality of life with regards to health, social and economic factors
and other forums such as civil, political and religious freedom.
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4.2 The challenges of the HIV/AIDS pandemic

The HIV/AIDS Pandemic'! which in Zimbabwe is expressed in the statement "vanhu
vari kuzofa” (Lit. People are dying). This usually occurs after a long illness. It is well
known that HIV/AIDS is a sexually transmitted disease responsible for the majority of
adult mortality in Zimbabwe today as it is in much of sub-Saharan Africa. This disease
is unique in that it is the only one in history to have a dedicated United Nations
organisation, UNAIDS, charged with the single aim of confronting it (see Barnett &
Whiteside 2002:4). According to the Zimbabwe Human Development Report (2003:7),
the first diagnosis of HIV in Zimbabwe was in 1985 and by 2001 some 2.3 million
people were living with AIDS. Since then, Zimbabwe has become the third worst
infected country in the world after South Africa and Botswana, with more than 2000

casualties a week attributed to the disease.

The same report reveals that life expectancy dropped from 61 in 1990 to 43 in 2003
(2003:2). Infection rate, which on its own is a hard-hitting reality, in the Southern
African region has reached unimaginable levels. Reports indicate that the highest risk

rests with the 38% of the population aged 10-24, (Kim et a/2001).** It can be argued

11 The acronym AIDS stands for Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome which basically means that the disease is
not genetically determined, but causes depletion of immune system cells until the body is basically defenceless due
to illness which presents itself in many forms. Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) is the virus that causes
AIDS. The concept “pandemic” should be understood from the technical concepts of firstly, an epidemic being a
disease that reaches unexpected rate of infection in a relatively short time; secondly, endemic — a disease like
malaria that continues to be present in a population but at low or moderate levels; then thirdly pandemic is when an
epidemic has reached world-wide proportions such as influenza in 1918 or HIV/AIDS today (see Barnett &
Whiteside 2002:25).

12 Whitehead and Crow (1993:14) refer to the standards of 1907 which will embarrass a lot of contemporary
educationists. The account is that of an eleven year old Kansas student recalling the questions that qualified here
for her eight grade diploma as she reports, “The ‘orthography’ quiz asked us to spell twenty words including
‘abbreviated’, ‘obscene’, ‘elucidation’, ‘assassination’, and ‘animosity’. In Reading we were required to tell what
we knew of the writings of Thomas Jefferson, and for another of the ten questions to ‘indicated the pronunciation
and give the meaning of the following words: Zenith, deviated, coliseum, misconception, panegyric, Spartan,
talisman, eyrie, triton and crypt’. In grammar’s ten were two directing us to analyse and diagram: ‘There is a tide in
the affairs of men, which taken at the flood, leads on to fortune’. In history we were to give a brief account of the
colleges, printing and religion in the colonies prior to the American Revolution’ to ‘name the principal campaigns
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that the relatively new prospect of early sexual experimentation which is adding to the
high risk of exposure to HIV, points towards the erosion of a traditional structure of sex
education. Kim et a/(2001:11) points out that “Traditionally, aunts, uncles and other
extended family members provided sexuality-related information to young people, but
as urbanization increases the distance between family members, parents are taking
greater responsibility in this area, and many feel uncomfortable in this unaccustomed
role”. In the Shona culture, it is not easy for parents to discuss matters pertaining to
sexuality without sounding vulgar. That is why other family relations were assigned to
address this sensitive subject. In most cases the concept of “family”, within the
traditional setting is understood as broadly as possible. While a lot of scholars place
this responsibility of sex education as a family responsibility, we must understand that

the concept “family” is not that of a western nuclear connotation, but a communal one.

Rivers and Aggleton (1999) correctly observe that in many traditional societies, the
family provided the necessary sex education to young people as part of the formalised
initiation into adulthood. In the same vein, Aulora Stally (2003), an independent media
consultant based in Harare, Zimbabwe, expresses a concern for the high sexually
transmitted disease risks among the country’s youth. On her list of possible causes
which include early sexual experimentation, limited access to information, harmful
cultural practices and economic instability, she points out the loss of traditional support
systems. She writes:
The unravelling of families because of urbanization and

other factors has affected vital support networks for young
people. In some situations, those leaving their villages for

and military leaders of the Civil War’, and to ‘hame the principal political questions which have been advocated
since the Civil War and the party which advocated each”.
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towns and cities include young people who are separating
from grandparents and other relatives who had traditionally
played a key role in their lives. The 1999 study Adolescents
and AIDS Prevention: A School-Based Approach in
Zimbabwe explains that traditional sources of sex education
in Zimbabwe, including the paternal aunt (fefe) and uncle
(sekuru), are being lost in the process of urban migration. In
Zimbabwean society, grandparents and other extended
family members have traditionally passed on sexual and
reproductive health information to their younger relatives
(2003).

16 African countries now have infection rates of
over 1 in 10 for people in their child poducing ages

%o of infected 15-49 year olds
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Table 3: Infection rate in Africa. Source: UNAIDS®

In the above analysis, it is interesting to note the cross-pollination of urbanisation as a
causative factor with the HIV/Aids pandemic. Coupled with that is the rise of sexual
offences. Sadly, both perpetrators and victims are becoming younger each time.'*

The trend is pointing towards an even greater problem within our society that cannot

13 The percentages here of the African countries in contrast to the United States make the African reality look
grimmer, and that is what it is.

14 Research in Zimbabwe done in 1996 revealed the following statistics: 70% of sexually-abused victims (all girls)
were below 13 years of age; 60% of perpetrators were younger than 20 years; 9% of perpetrators were strangers;
29% of perpetrators were family members or relatives; 29% of perpetrators were lodgers; 39% of attacks took
place in the victims' homes; 66% of cases took about one year to reach the courts; 57% of cases had enough
evidence for a conviction (Khan 2003). The concept of youth takes an even younger definition these days in the
light of stark revelations from the article by Angelique Serrao in The Star of August 17, 2004. She reports that
“The face of sexual abusers is becoming younger, with an increase in the number of children under the age of 14
appearing in courts on rape and other sexual abuse charges. Shaheda Omar, therapeutic manager at Teddy Bear
Clinic in Johannesburg, said their statistics showed that 25% of sexual abuse cases are committed by child
offenders. Omar said more than 250 child sexual offenders went through their rehabilitation diversion programme
last year. The youngest was 6 years old”.
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be merely addressed by focusing on the HIV/Aids pandemic or even the disturbing

increase on the sexual offences, as we will seek to argue further in this study.

People with HIV/AIDS at the end of 1999
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Figure 2: People with HIV/AIDS at the end of 1999. Source: UNAIDS™
For example, in the sexual promiscuity and teenage pregnancy dilemma, the ‘safe sex’
campaign, it has been argued, in reality upholds promiscuous behaviour instead of
reversing the predicament.’® Whitehead and Crow (1993:34) remark that “tragically
the condom emphasis is breeding a false sense of security among young people in the
high risk categories”, the high risk in this case is defined as “anyone sexually active
outside a mutually monogamous marriage”. A headline in the Star newspaper of South
Africa sardonically entitled, “Rude Awakening for Parents”, Elize Jacobs (2003:1)

indicated that 41% of the surveyed South African children as young as 14 are having

15 As the figure portrays, there are more people with AIDS in sub Saharan Africa than the rest of the world put
together. These are 2003 figures and the updated 2004 report presents an even grimmer picture.

16 The present writer advocates that the ‘safe sex’ or the call to condomise is a campaign merely precipitating a
lesser evil when abstinence and confining sex within a marital context represent a permanent measure to reverse the
sorrow state we find ourselves in. Condoms, for example, were originally designed as a contraceptive, not as a
disease prevention mechanism. Whitehead and Crow affirm the lack of efficacy in that regard by stating that
“research clearly shows that reliance on condoms for safety from HIV [and other STDs] is trifling with death
(1993:34). The South African Health Minister in her response to the alarming findings on the survey conducted by
the Medical Research Council of a study on youth risk behaviour she reaffirms the need to communicate abstinence
as opposed to condoms (Star Dec 10, 2003).
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sex. The article reveals that these findings “showed that teen behaviour displays a
disturbing mirror image of the social ills afflicting society” particularly with the high
prevalence of HIV/Aids pandemic. The article continues to show that of the sexual
active 70% had one or more sexual partners and only 10% were reported to have been
forced into having sex by other pupils. In her response to this the South African Health
Minister retorted, “What would excite me would be if they didnt engage in sex, and
therefore didnt need condoms. For us to focus on condoms for children aged 13 and
14 is not right” (Star Dec 10, 2003). What we need to point out is our assumption here
that the South African realities are a close representation of the Zimbabwean and other

African nations, although the statistical entries may vary.

Perhaps another voice that we need to hear is that of Sam Kobia (2001:viii) in his
Foreword to Facing AIDS : The Challenge, the Churches’ Response where he writes:

The disease of AIDS is a serious invitation for us to reflect on human

relations at communal and global levels. Part of the problem is

commodification of human relations. Globalisation greatly exacerbates

this problem by promoting a consumer mentality whereby sexuality

itself is reduced to a commodity that can no longer be separated from

a surplus.
This is an important call in that it requires us to consider the restoration of sexual
integrity as well as discouraging the tendency to view it as a commodity, which leads to
the overemphasis on the technical advice — the use of condoms as opposed to social
responsibility. Kobia concludes that a “sufficient and reflective control of AIDS will
depend more on the quality of human relations and of our institutions” (2001:viii), a

suggestion that needs to be heeded as we consider the home. AIDS does not merely

impact an individual, but households and communities.
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Figure 3: Diagrammatic representation of the impact of HIV/AIDS on society

4.3 The current economical hardships

The current economical environment has taken its toll on the Zimbabwean citizenry.
Since 1997 the country was ushered into a harsh economic atmosphere which had
adverse effects on the average person. In particular, food and fuel shortages became
emblematic of the stark conditions, with long queues for these commodities, at one
stage, becoming an everyday experience nationwide. Despite these observable
struggles, there has been an even worse outcome of these hardships which is the
emergence of relatively ‘new’ trends namely; street children, street families, child

labour, and juvenile prostitution.
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A brief look at the economic story of Zimbabwe commences with the first decade after
independence which saw a steady rise of the economy. In 1991, in an effort to further
boost the economy, due to observable stagnation toward the end of the first decade
and at the recommendation of the IMF, the government adopted the Economical
Structural Adjustment Programme (ESAP).!” However, ESAP deepened the economical
woes by sky-rocketing the cost of living which saw inflation rising dramatically, a
decline in wages, job losses, and ultimately a widening of the gap between the rich and

poor.

With the new and unprecedented levels of poverty and desperation came the quest for
home grown economic programs that replaced ESAP. The first of these was Zimbabwe
Program for Economic and Social Transformation (ZIMPREST),'® introduced in 1998.
This program also failed dismally and the Millennium Economic Recovery Program
(MERP)¥ replaced it in 2001. During this time, Zimbabwe became involved in the
Democratic Republic of Congo’s civil war from August 1998. The government estimates
of the war expenditure were set at US$3 million a month while other sources quoted a
much higher figure of US$25 million (see SADC Country Studies 2001:73).%° It also
said that some US$200 million worth of equipment was lost or destroyed during this
engagement. Thus the economical story remained unchanged as the vulnerability

became more and more pronounced.

17 This programme called for the removal of subsidies on social services and basic commaodities, currency
devaluation, price controls, labour and commodity market deregulation among others

18 ZIMPREST intended to promote so called indigenous businesses and small scale enterprises. It was preceded by
a government announcement that ESAP was no more and a home grown program would replace it. However, the
damage done through ESAP and other factors was already a toll order to reverse.

19 MERP was introduced when all the benefits of its predecessors were unfruitful and also without much dialogue
between government business and labour. As such it lacked consensus and transparency and its failure was
inevitable (see SAPES TRUST : SADC Country Studies Zimbabwe 2001 Report 2001:73).

20 Martin Meredith (2002:148) cites an estimated amount of US$1 million per day.
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To add to the economic woes was the ill timing of and the widely controversial Land
Reform Program orchestrated by the violent farm invasions that started in 2000.%! The
government moved to take over a large percentage of around 6 000 commercial farms.
As the predominantly white commercial farmers were replaced by the supposedly
landless black farmers, production was largely affected in the mainly agrarian based
economy. With that came yet another unprecedented move by the government to
offer the once off Z$50 000 gratuities to the ex-combatants and a Z$2000 monthly
allowance, all of this not budgeted for. At this stage the economical structure of
Zimbabwe could not sustain such unplanned expenditure. The Gross Domestic
Production fell from US$2 500 in 1990 to US$1 600 in June 2000. According to the
World Development Indicator CD of 2000, the Zimbabwean economic structure was
56% services, 20% Agriculture, and 24% Industry. According to Meredith (2002:111),
commercial farmers prior to their premature exit from the Zimbabwean scenario
accounted for three-quarters of the output of the agricultural industry as they grew
90% of the marketed maize, 90% of cotton, virtually all the tobacco and other export
crops including wheat, tea coffee and sugar, accounting for one-third of the total
exports. Their removal had adverse effects on the economy. All these developments
created economic donor apathy and things worsened further. Presently we have the
newly launched National Economic Development Priority Programme to be followed by

Zimbabwe Economic Development Strategy.

21 The Land Reform Program, dubbed the third Chimurenga (Shona word for uprising which began with 1890
attempt to stop white settlers from occupying their land see Martin and Johnson 1981:vii), widely perceived as a
political manoeuvre, hence the inherent controversies, was initiated through the invasion of some commercial
mainly white commercial farms by so called war veterans which the government did not condemn despite the
violent nature of the land takeover. The rationale was to correct the colonial imbalance whereby the 6 000 large
scale commercial farmers held 39% of the most fertile land while black small scale farmers owned only 4%. The
communal areas where the 4 million lived accounted for 41% of the land where droughts occurred frequently and
rainfall patterns unreliable for crop production, while the national parks and State forests accounted for 16% (see
Meredith 2002:120).
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The rise of street children or children of the street,? street families, prostitution (both
adult and juvenile), are among other unfortunate indicators of the economic hardships
in Zimbabwe. Statistics reveal that some 70% of the people now live below the
poverty line.”® These are highlighted for our purposes as a demonstration of yet
another factor leading to the breakdown of the family and unavoidably the removal of a

nurturing institution.

Another unparalleled development was the large scale departure of professionals in
search of greener pastures. The “brain drain” means that the much needed players for
economic recovery will not be in the country as the frustration level grows even higher.
This development has given rise to further destabilisation of the family as in some
cases, the parents or at least one of them go away in search of a better ecomomic
situation, leaving the children under the care of the extended family members. “Forex
orphans” and widow(er)s are also a new cause for concern as it leads to family

breakdown as members leave to go and work abroad to sustain the rest of the family.

4.4 The concerns raised in our educational standards

Our educational standards have deteriorated considerably. The assumption that has
been taken for granted about schooling since its inception, to borrow from Mark Hinds'
(1998:207) apt description, is that it addressed the necessity of preparing children for
adulthood and its attendant responsibilities. On the contrary, there is a large majority

of families that are disconcerted by the existing quality of education which some allege

22 Street children and Children of the street have become necessary distinctions for, with regard to the former,
children who live on the streets permanently and with regards to the latter, children who come from home to spend
time on the streets to beg according to a UNICEF official Mr D. Dube in an interview we had with him.

23 With the inflation rate sitting above 4000%, and with very little being done to reverse that situation, much more
suffering is bound to be experienced in the next few years.
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leads to mediocrity. A close analysis of the scenario reveals that today’s children,
comparatively speaking, score the lowest grades in comprehension, creativity and

calculation.?*

In Zimbabwe, there are good things to be said about our educational system since the
attainment of independence. During the colonial era, as with most African countries,
the educational system was racially biased where a bottleneck system allowed only
10% to continue with academic education among the blacks. Also, schools were
categorised in A-C where A schools were white, B schools were largely run by councils,
and C schools were a missionary enterprise. At independence, primary schools became
free for all and also adult education was introduced to cater for those whose schooling
had been disrupted by the civil war. With this came an increase in both primary and

secondary schools as the table below shows:

| YEAR | NUMBER OF PRIMARY SCHOOLS | NUMBER OF HIGH SCHOOLS
| 1980 | 3180 | 197
| 1990 | 4540 | 1533
| 1999 | 4723 | 1548

Table 4: Number of Primary and Secondary Schools in Zimbabwe
By 1998, the adult literacy was 87.2%, with 65% having completed Grade 7-Form 4,
and 10% having A level to graduate status. Only 24% accounted for those who had

not completed any specific level (see SADC Country Studies 2001:29-30). The

24 Whitehead and Crow (1993:14) refer to the standards of 1907 which will embarrass a lot of contemporary
educationists. The account is that of an eleven year old Kansas student recalling the questions that qualified here
for her eight grade diploma as she reports, “The ‘orthography’ quiz asked us to spell twenty words including
‘abbreviated’, ‘obscene’, ‘elucidation’, ‘assassination’, and ‘animosity’. In Reading we were required to tell what
we knew of the writings of Thomas Jefferson, and for another of the ten questions to ‘indicated the pronunciation
and give the meaning of the following words: Zenith, deviated, coliseum, misconception, panegyric, Spartan,
talisman, eyrie, triton and crypt’. In grammar’s ten were two directing us to analyse and diagram: ‘There is a tide in
the affairs of men, which taken at the flood, leads on to fortune’. In history we were to give a brief account of the
colleges, printing and religion in the colonies prior to the American Revolution’ to ‘name the principal campaigns
and military leaders of the Civil War’, and to ‘name the principal political questions which have been advocated
since the Civil War and the party which advocated each”.
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University of Zimbabwe had been the only university in the country. However, they
year following Independence saw the introduction of six other institutions of higher

learning.?

The computer dependency syndrome has really set in,?® and consequently, the principle
of education being inseparable from life is slowly being eroded. That in itself has major
implications on the ills that plague our society. As a result, some parents have opted
for the home-schooling option in an attempt to redress the situation. While home-
schooling is an option for single parents or broken homes, it presents an
insurmountable challenge that we do not have space to delve into without moving

away from our central concern.

Related to the above is not just the increase of private schools but also the preference
by many to send their children to these schools with the hope that there is more on
offer. The crux of the matter is this, despite the good qualifications a student might
attain academically, that process seems to have its shortcomings. In an interview with
Dr Charles Mugaviri, the Dean of Students at the University of Zimbabwe, he revealed
a concern for a majority of students who, upon graduation and securing a good
position in an area of employment, will within the first five years be involved in fraud of

one kind or another. That is precisely our concern. This is an important consideration

25 National University of Science and Technology was established in 1990; Africa University, run by the Methodist
Church was officially opened in 1993; Solusi University, a Seventh Day Adventist institution came in 1994; the
Bindura University was set up in 1997, then after it came the Catholic University and Chinhoyi Technical
University in the new millennium. In 1980 university accounted for 2 240 students and in 1999 the figure rose to

8 789. This excludes the Teachers’ training colleges and other tertiary institutions. There are two ministerial
portfolios designated for the educational system, the Minister of Education, Sport and Culture and then the Minister
of Higher Education.

26 We do realise, on the contrary, the critical and positive role computers play in home schooling, for example,
where they function as a necessary tool. What we are specifically reacting against is the use of computers such that
they replace human contact as much as uncensored hours of television watching can potential do to a family.
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that Erricker & Erricker (2000:81) take up in their account when they realise the
missing dynamic of moral instruction in the British educational system which is
presumably true in our context as they quote the following anonymous letter:

Dear Teacher

I am a survivor of a concentration camp. My eyes saw what no

man should witness: Gas chambers built by learned engineers.

Infants killed by trained nurses. Women and babies shot and

burned by High school and college graduates. So, I am

suspicious of education. My request is: Help your students to

become more human. Your efforts must never produce learned

monsters, skilled psychopaths, educated Eichmanns. Reading,

writing and arithmetic are important only if they serve to make

our children more human.
The question is who is responsible for the moral instruction of our children? Is there a
way in which we can educate our children so as to reduce, if not annihilate, the

likelihood of such negative events ever taking place?

Interestingly, even after the establishment of formal schools in the late nineteenth
century, the presumption that family responsibility and control in Western countries
remained a parental responsibility, including the right to have children excused from a
course or program that parents objected to (Whitehead and Crow 1993:62). Such
objections, notably, were on religious grounds, a trend which captivatingly remains to
date, specifically in situations where parents are adopting the home education option.
A brief analysis of some of the findings on home-based education is worth noting at
this point. The abstract to Meighan’s (1995:275) article on “Home based Education
Effectiveness Research and some of its Implications” asserts the following:

More and more families are taking the option of home-based education in

preference to school attendance. Home based education effectiveness

research demonstrates that children are usually superior to their school-

attending peers in social skills, social maturity, emotional stability,
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academic achievement, personal confidence and communication skills and
other aspects.?’
It seems that home-based education is an alternative paradigm for schooling. Knowles
et al (1994:271) suggest that because of the “intense dissatisfaction with public school
outcomes, philosophies, policies, parent-teacher personality clashes or other perceived
events and attitudes”, parents are taking the necessary measures to ensure that their
children are adequately prepared, not merely academically, but for adulthood. The
concerns being raised are best reflected by two sayings, ‘Charity begins at home’ and
‘Manners makes a man’. The concern being raised so far boils down to the following:
Research on parents who have chosen to home educate their children
indicates that they fall into two main categories: those who object to the
ideology taught or transmitted in the schools (including values) and/or
want to strengthen their relationships with their children, and those who
object to the quality of education; the first group is slightly larger than the
second (Whitehead and Crow 1993:67)
It seems, therefore, that the focal point of concern, to reverse the negative factors
affecting our society, lies beyond what we can safely assign to secondary aspects such
as urbanisation, the HIV/Aids pandemic, and current educational standards. The

problem, it seems, lands squarely on the disintegration of the basic unit of society, the

family, as the primary causative factor.

27 In their argument for the superiority of home education as opposed to school, Knowles et al list the following
among the renowned personalities like William Penn, John Quincy Adams, Abraham Lincoln, Woodrow Wilson,
Franklin D. Roosevelt and Pearl Buck (1995: 239). Meighan offers a similar list with the following names: Yehudi
Menuhin, Patrick Moore, Agatha Christie, Margaret Mead, Thomas Edison, George Bernard Shaw, Noel Coward, C
S Lewis, Pearl Buck, Bertrand Russel and John Stuart Mill (1995:276).

26



4.5 The collapse of the family
Perhaps most precarious of factors leading to the social disintegration is the collapse of
the basic unit of society — the family. High divorce rates, the increase of single parent
homes, the step family scenario, career affected families and even smaller family
preference, are among the many factors that have led to the breakdown of the family.
Whitehead and Crow (1993:64) share their insight into how the family is being
affected:
Traditionally, extended families provided vital assistance to parents in child-
rearing and were an important source in the transmission of values and the
socialisation of children. This lack of contact with families, because of the
relational