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Dear Mr . Matthews , 

I have just finished going through your ·ort 
Hare papers and would like to congratulate you once 
again on the results tha t you have managed to produce. 
One has only to compare your papers with those written 
by the external students at the University to r ealise 
what a pit.y it is that the latter cannot also receive 
some tuition at firsthand or at l east something better 
than the particular correspondence college courses that 
they do r e-ceive . I thin .. that I have on the whole mark­
ed down your papers , but the final results will proba­
bly not be affected by this. 

I find to my horror that I have not ye t replied 
to your letter of October 13, but it. ca ne at a time when, 
as usual, we happened to be particularly busy with all 
sorts of other things . I gave your paper on Marriage 
Customs to Dr . Simons to read and have also gone throllP:h 
it mys elf . I am sending it back now with some comments 
pencilled in here and there on pOints s ome of which are 
comparat h'ely insignificant , while others are perhaps 
ra t her more important . As a formal statement of' the 
Rol ong marria ge svs t em your paper seems to be extremely 
good , although I don't t hin\<: that you have always suc ­
c eeded in making quite clear when you are r eferring to 
past condi.tions and when to the present time . I should 
have 1 ikecl al so to see a few more actual exampl s brought 
i n to illt~trate some of the pOints th8t you ~ake and 
particular-l v , if you are going to work up this material 
again more- ful l y , any statistical data tha t you have, for 
instance on the frequency of cousin- marriages , on the 
amounts given as bogadi , and so on , would be extremely 
useful . 1~ere is one po i nt about your paper that rather 
puzzles me and that is t he statement that in no circum­
stances is bogadi re t urnable . You state , for i nstance , 
t hat where: t he wife is bar ren t he remedy of' the hllsband 
is .... 
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is to request her parents for a sUbstitute. What happens 
in case the parents cannot or will not provide a substi­
tute? I ask this merely because, while among the northern 
tribes it is very seldom indeed that bogadi is returned, 
I have found that it can be recovered if a barren wife is 
to blame for the divorce . Apart from this, I like your 
paper very much and hope it will be in print soon enough 
to enable me to make use or it for my own work . 

In regard to the question of three courses in 
anthropnlogy for the B. A. , I think this is highly desir­
able, especially as at present VIe really do demand too 
much from them for a two years' course . I suppose the 
best thin~ for you as a teacher would be to try and get 
into touch with Krige as soon as he takes up his work at 
Grahamstown, and see if you cannot arrange something be­
tween you . Meanwhile I shall discuss the thin~ here with 
Lestrade and see what his views are on the question . 

With kind regards, 

Yours sincerel , 




