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NATIVE COIIOKIC COIAlllSSIOII. 
8th, 

HARDIlIG, OCTOBER 1930, 10 

THIRTIET.8. PUBLIC SITTING. 

PRESElJT: 

Dr. J.E. Holloway (Chairman), 
KaJor R.W. Anderson. Dr. A. W. Robert •• 
lIr. F. A. 1i. LIlo.s, K. C. Sellator P.W. 18 ROl1x nn .hlterlt. 
lIr . A.X. Jlostert . Dr. a . C. K. FOl1rh . 

Mr. C. Faye (Seoretary) . 

KIIW!ES OF :&VIDElilCE. 

JIll. KlRJalf SAlIGKIHSTD, oalled and e:uaal.ned: 

TOil are the Vagistrate ot thia Distriot, alld Jative 

T- I am the Aoting Vagiatrate ot this Distriot . 

I have a ot evidenoe here, whioh I shol11d like to 

B\1bmit. First ot all, I deal wlth the questioll ot tribsl 

and detribalised nativee. Detrlbslization ie, I thillk, to 

Bome extent dl1e to town lite belng more s ttraotive to the 

eduoated and moderately eduoated natiYs, and aleo to the bet-

ter wages paid in t J wn. 011 the whole. They are more readily 

able to find employment to their 111t1n& in town. . In regard 

to the lobolo syste_, to a great extent it 1a the oal1se If 

a ver- stocJCill,3 at looation.. Cattle are still ohhtly I1sed in 

payment at lobolo , and oonsequently -.D.7 more l1aele •• animals 

are being kept than would be the oaee it the did not 

eXist. JIoney of oOl1ree may be paid 1n plaoe of stoolt bl1t this 
or 

i ll aeldom done ,a8 oattle a:xK small are gellerally reqa1r -

ed by the bride' people, and the bridegroom oan as a rille 

pl1rohase a young animul for less than the preaent legal oash 

eq .. ivlllent. If lobolo be paid in oash only, l1.ele •• 

sorub oattle and small stu ok w0 l11d gradually more or le.e 

disappear . It 1s fully r ealised, ho ever, that sl10h a ohange 
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would meet with more or less disapproval bT the nativea. Th. 

ouetom of lobolo bives the native woman a certain status 

Qioh she ,.auld otherwise nct enJor. Todey Bome farmers 

atill bread uselee8 oattl. merelr for this trade. 

which is a deplorable atate of affair a and which is d.trimeu­

tal to pro&rs", 

lIR • LOCA,,; hen you saT 80" far.era breed uealeaa oat-

tle for this trade. do you .. an European farmsra?- Yes. 

Lobolo aight al.o be reduo.d oonsiderably to advantage . Owing 

to the TOIUIg .. n onlT work interlll1thntlT they take Teazs to 

payoff their lobolo . so.eti ••• the balanoe due being paid out 

of the lobolo reoeiv.d for their da\lPter. . In -XlT oa •••• on. 

might almost AT the maJori ty of oa ••• • the bri48grooll eleot 

lives with his future wife a. BOon as a beast or two have b •• n 

paid on aooount of the lobolo . One or more ohildren are gen­

erally born before the marriage ia aotuallr celebrated. and 

often the one or other ohange. ki. or her aff.otions in the 

lHanti .. ; with the reSult that the .. ohildren are branded 

illegitimate •• and beooae the property of the moth.r's hut. 

The parent. reoeive ao a&I1T head of cattle aa daasg ••• and 

.ee. to oare little about their daughter's honollr. In fact. 

i ! the illegitImate issue to be a girl, she 19 looked 

upon a. a financial a •• et . With a reasonable cash lobolo. 

the aen would be able to eam their requJ.rementa for lobolo 

within a Teer or two. and with the abolition of lobolo claim" 

aa well aa claims for damage •• wh.re a girl haa been allowed 

to live with her lover before actual marriage. thi state 

of affair. wollld. I vantllre to hink. dleappear. 

On the of the adlqllaoy of, and the congestion 

in looations. the locations in this diatrict .houd be suftlc1en° 
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for the of the natlYe populatlon for tl .. 

to 00 .. , proylded the yarlou. areas are put to the be.t eoono­

alo u.e, whloh 18 oertsln17 not belDg dona at pre.ent . Chlef. 

and nathe., ot oourae, do not agree with the above vlew, all 

thelr .. in ory is that they hne not .noDgh land . EYer., sn­

deavour should be made to .ake the. r.ali.e thst conoen­

tr.tlon ot kru.l site. and &ard ... i. ellsentlal to the 

be.t UIiB out ot ,their looationa, but I tear the7 wlll be slow 

to appreoiate thls taot. 

he1 .ill also bave to r.ali.a that the7 aust do a.a1 

lth tha .. la ... took k.pt at PI' ."nt, and b1 ke.p1ne 

leaa bettar ani .. la the1 will rea 17 .. ke better proYialon 

tor the require entl ot their need. at the kraals . ...10 firet 

a .. latallle al&ht be &lyen b1 pro. id1llc a JIIlaber of good bulla • 

• to. Gardena .hollld be Judiololla17 group.d and ot oour.e 

tter oultlvated than at Indleorlalnata burnin« 

ot •• ld 1. al.o haratal tor the graslac. 

DI. ROBERTS: Is there a cre.t de.l ot tod87 1- Y •• , 

thers is a lot ot 

Th. natlve popul.tlon ot tbe distrlot numbers rouch17 

38,000, ot .hioh it is e.U.ted abollt 25,000 liYe In the 

looatlona, whlob are approxi .. te17 100 , 600 aor •• In .xtent. 

Cattle In the looatioDB abollt 3'1 , 000, hor.ea 1 , 600 , 

sheep 10,000, .nd .. ata 23 , 000. 

I now C01lll to tbe question ot natlYe agrlol1.11oure, a nd I 

want to say tbat the .tandard of naU •• agrloultllre is sUll 

yer1 poor, altho h durlng the l.a.t te. 7e.r. natlY.a in 

looatlon , a •• ell a. on t.ra., have taken to ull tertl1la-

e1' •• A nathe agrioultural de natrator ••• appointed to 
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this district two years ago, and is working in the various 

looations in turn. This has already bornssome fruit, Bnd as 

time goes on will improve the standard of agriculture gener­

al17· 

It is astonishlng how slow native. have been In effeotlng 

any to their lande, consldarlng that mabT of them 

have worked or ploUghed, planted and raapad, for Europaan far­

mers for years, and have seen the reeults of thorough oulti­

vation; yet they '.-111 not go to the trouble of doing the BBIIle 

f or the lDSel.,a s . 

It iB realised that every native cannot be the possessor 

of a plough, Bewing machine, eto., and a lIIan of oxen, but oe­

operation between a number of neighbouring kraals would over-

come sny diffioultles in thls respeot. 

One also often hears it Bald that they find it diffloult 

to do any culth ting beoause when most wanted at hOIllB for 

this purpose, they are alno rsquired by the and can­

not gst the necessary leava. That, too, oould be overoome 

by cultivating 8aoh other's land in turn, a8 all the males 

are never away frolll their kraals at the same time. 

trouble is that .. hon natives do get lene to go home for a few 

days to see to their ploughing, eto . , they will not attend to 

their Jobs with expedition, but take quite an unneoesBarily 

long time to oultivate their few scres. 

I Bhall now deal with the subJect of land, as Bet out in 

your qua.tionnaire . As I earlier on, the great majority 

of the natives in this distriot live in locations. Th" relll8in­

der live on Europem or native-owned farms, or on orown lands. 

About 3li farms are owned by natives. Nativa tenants on the.e 

tarms pal' rent, generally £2 par hOot and the usual gu.lne. 
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The a.e rent 19 :pliO. b,. tenants on Crown I.aA4.. !hose 

11.ing on urop.an I'.nder .el'.ioe in li.a of pa7aant of 

rent. As a ••• ach mal. abl.-bodi.d inaat. b •• to I'.nder 

ser.,ioe for montbs year •• t an • .,erag. w.ge ot 

15/- to 1 adults, and 5/- to 10/- b07a. Women h81'. to turn 

out )erlod10al17 to do uob as ••• ding. reaping •• Sc., 

for SGUlll :ps,..ents, often in lc1.Jld . Glrle a,. haYe to work a. 

d0lll8atl0 .. nants for three to 1x monthe • ,. .. r .t 5/- to 10/­

• aOllill . 

JIan7 uop. Il8 tods, inolin. to the "le. that .11owlllS na­

t 1" •• equt oa th.ir t."u i& eoonoaioal17 IlJllolUld. t t it 

p.,.. b.tter to •• pl07 nati ••• trom nat1" •• r •••• Inlt.ad of 

si"lne th •• l.nd plo h .nd arulnc tor staok. !hair 

•• r. the IaGd or •• ttl. and daub wltb ara •• 

root., and are quih .. U.faotoI'7' The _hrial tor •• e 1. 

obtaln.d from tb. looation. or .dJoillinc tara.,for • t •• • bl1-

11ng •• or toBt labou. .. at the ood 1a taken ot the 

fore.t. ln 10o.Uollll. III BOM of th. 1101'. r.lIOt. part. at the 

looation it .ould b!l advantageous. I conald.r, to haY. sull 

.attl. plaatationa to aupp17 tt.ix need •• both for building 

mat.rl.1 .nd flr •• ood. 

Wow I 00 •• to nati ... sigr.iloll. and I o.n..,. that ... r7 

1 1ttl., If 8Il7. t.lte. plaoe tros thi •• rea to vban .r.a •• 

Inter-rur.l a1sr.Uoa,B.nar.l17 d •• to _th •• d •• lrlne to 

Joln r.l.tl ..... or to • dlff.r .... wlth iIl.lr ohl.t, do •• taka 

talt.. 50 natl" ••• r. Intl'odno.d to this dlatriot from .%tra-

all t .rri tor 1 ••• 

Yo. pat th. q ••• tloa ot mortallt7 among adult. and obl1-

ban. It 18 eo .. what 41t!1oult to d.al .1th tbla, aa blr.h8 

and d •• th. ar. IlO 101&&.1' r.sllt.r.4. lant at knowl.4B. ot 












































































































