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NATIVE ECONOMIC COMMISSION.

lg-
HARDING, OCTOBER 1930, 10 a.m.

THIRTIETH PUBLIC SITTING.

Dr. J.E. Iﬁllﬂ'l} (Oh.ll'-l,.
Major R.W. Anderson. Dr. A.W. Roberts.

Mr. F.A.W. Iucas, K.C. Senator P.W. le Roux van Nlekerk.

Mr. A.M. Mostert. Dr. H.C.M. Fourle.
Mr. C. ’.,'. (3“!0‘!!)‘).

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE.
MR. HERMAN SANGMEISTER, called and examined:

You are the Magistrate of thie Distriet, and Native Com-
missioner 7= I am the Acting Magistrate of this District.
I have a statement of evidence here, which I should like to
submit. First of all, I deal with the guestion of tribal
and detribalised natives. Detribalization is, I think, to
some extent due to town life being more attractive to the
educated and moderately educated native, and also to the bet-
ter wages paid in tovns on the whole. They are more readily
abl‘o to find employment to their liking in towns. In regard
to the lobolo system, to a great extent it is the cause a&f
over-stockinz of locations. Cattle are still chiefly used in
payment of lobolo, and consequently many more useless animals
are being kept than would be the case if the custom did mot
exist. Money of course may be paid in place of stoeck but this
is seldom done,as cattle :;n emall stock are gemerally requir-
ed by the bride'e people, and the bridegroom can as & rule
purchase a young animal for less than the present legal cash
equivalent. If lobolo had %o be paid in cash only, useless
sorub cattle and small stock would graduslly more or less

disappear. It is fully realised, however, that such a change
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would meet with more or less disapproval by the natives. The

o 3

ey

custom of lobolo gives the native woman a certain status
whieh she wauld otherwise not emjoy. Today some farmers
8%1l1l breed absolutely useless cattle merely for this trade,
which is a deplorable state of affairs and which is detrimen- 1
tal to progress.

MR. LUCAS: When you say some farmers breed useless cat-

tle for this trade, do you mean European farmers 7- Yes.
Lobolo might also be reduced comsiderably to advantage. Ou.th
to the young men only work intermitteatly they take years to
pay off their lobolo, sometimes the balance due being pald out
of the lobolo received for their daughters. In many cases one
might almost say the majority of cases, the bridegroom elect
lives with his future wife as soom as a beast or two have been
paid on account of the lobolo. One or more children are gen-
erally born before the marriage is actually celebrated, and
often the one or other changes his or her affections in the
meantime: with the result that these children are branded
illegitimates, and become the property of the mother's hut.

The parents receive =0 many head of cattle as damages, and

seem to care little about their daughter's honmour. Im fact,

Af the illegitimate issue happens to be a girl, she is looked
upon as a financial asset. With a reasonable cash lobole, |

the men would be able to earm thelr requirements for lobolo
within a year or two, and with the abolition of lobolo claimg,

as well as ¢laims for damages, where a girl has been allowed
to live with her lover before actual marriage, this state
of affairs would, I venture %o hink, disappear.
On the question of the adequaecy of, and the congestion
in locations, the locations in this district should be u:r:.lo!.on'l
|
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for the regquirements of the native population for some time
to come» provided the various areas are put to the best econo-

|
i
mie use, which is certainly not being done at present. Chiefs
and natives, of course, do not agree with the above view, as *
thelir main ory is that they have not emough land. Every en-
deavour should be made to make them realise that the concen-
tratlon of kreal sites and gardens is essential to get the
best use out of their locatioms, but I fear they will be slow
to appreciate this faect.

They will aleo have to realise that they must do away
with the useless stock kept at present, and that by keeping .
less but better animals they will rea.ly make better provision |
for the requirements of their needes at the kraals. At firset
assistanse might be given by providing & mumber of good bulls,
eta. Gardens should be judiciously grouped and of course
better cultivated than at present. Indisoriminate burning
of veld is also harmful for the grazing.

DR. ROBERTS: Is there a great deal of that today 7= Yes,
there is a lot of thats

The native population of the distriet numbers roughly
38,000, of which it is estimated about 25,000 live in the

locations, which are approximately 155,600 scres in extent.
Cattle in the locations number about 37,000, horses 1,500,
sheep 15,000, and goats 23,000.

I now come to the guestion of mative agrioulture, and I
want to sey that the standard of native agriculture is still
very poor, although during the last few years natives in
locations, as well as on farme, have taken to using fertilis-

.. @erse A mative agricultural demomstrator was appointed to
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this distriet two years ago, and is working in the various
locatione in turn. This has already bornesome frult, and as

time goes on will improve the standard of agriculture gemer-

ally.
It is astonishing how slow natives have been in effecting

any improvements to their lande, considering that mahy of them

have worked or ploughed, planted and reaped, for European far-
mers for years, and have seen the results of thorough eulti-
vation; yet they will not go to the trouble of doing the same
for themselves.

It is realised that every native cammot be the possessor
of a plough, sewing machine, ete., and a pan of oxemn, but co-
operation between a number of neighbouring kraals would ﬂ.l-: |

come any diffieculties in this respect.

One also often hears it ssid that they find it difficult
to do any cultivating because when most wanted at home for |
this purpose, they are also required by the Europeans and can-
not get the necessary leave. That, too, could be overcome
by cultivating each other's land in turm, as all the males
are never away from their kraals at the same time. Another

trouble is that when natives do get leave to go home for a few

days to see to their ploughing, ete., they will not attend to
their Jjobs with ox;pcuthln. but take quite an umnecessarily
long tiu' to eultivate their few acres.

I shall now deal with the subject of land, as set out in
your guestionnaire. As I said earlier on, the great majority
of the natives in this distriet live in locations. The remain-
der live on Europemm or native-owned farms, or on crown lands.
About 35 farms are owned by matives. Native tenants on these
farms pay rent, gemerally £2 per hut and the usual ganddne.




































































































































































