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SUMMARY

In 1870 the Synod of the Anglican Church in South
Africa decided to found a see in the Transvaal. The
pioneer of Anglican work there was Bishop T.E. Wilkin-
son of Zululand who during visits of 1873 and 1874
organised the Church. 1In 1875 Wilkinson resigned his
diocese over his involvement in the Transvaal. It was
only after the annexation of the Transvaal by Britain
1877 that a bishop was chosen. This was not Wilkinson
whom the Transvaalers desired but was H.B. Bousfield,
an excellent organiser though an egotistical man.

From the time of his arrival in the diocese of Pretoria
in 1879 Bousfield organised Anglican work at a diocesan
level. Through his tireless travelling he got the
congregations functioning. His episcopacy was plagued
by financial worries. Little mission work was attempted.

With the retrocession of the Transvaal to the Boers
after the War of Independence Bousfield had to rebuild
his diocese.
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PREFACE

Bede is considered to be the Fathe:r of English Church History. 1In the preface to

“his A history of the English Church and people he explained how he had rescarched

his book and ended: '"Should the reader discover any inaccuracies in what I have
written, I humbly beg that he will not impute them to me, because as the laws of
history require, I have laboured honestly to transmit whatevcr I could ascertain
from common report for the instruction of posterity."l This is what each historian

desires after having done his bcéct with the primary sources available.

Why is Bousfield of interest to a Church historian? Bousfield's episcopacy, from
1879 to 1902, covers important events in South African history. He w+s nominated
as bishop of the new dioc2sc in the Transvaal soon after the anncxation of the
Transvaal b} Britain. He lived through the War of Independence (1380 - 1381), the
retrocession of the Transvaal to the Boers, the-discovery of the Witwatersrand
goldfield with the subsequent intlux of foreigners into the Transvaal, the eccnomic
depression caused by the rinderpest, the Jameson Raid and the Boer W2r. He died
in 1902 so he was released from again re-organising a diocese disrupted by war.
Bousfield was forceful and he stamges his ideas on the diocese of Pretoria. In
spite of the difficult times of his episcopacy, which he maguified, -he did not
resign which shows his tenacity of pucpose. In an obituary, Edwin Farmer a

", and I can bear testimony that none bave borne

diocesan missionary, wrote:
the stress and struggle of pioneer life under exceptionally difficult circumstances

with braver front or more dogged perscrverance than Henry Brougham Bousfiald."2

One of the problems in researching the zhosen topic is that there is a great deal

of material but most of it is written by Bousfield himself. Bougfield believed

that he was right in all matters which does not help if one is aiming at objectivity.
In ap attempt to balance this I have tried to use the few references from other

sasurces I have discovered to portray Bousfield as others saw him.

Copies were kept of most of Bousfield's outgoing official letters but no incoming
mail was retained. By this one sees how the Bishop reacted but not tie provccation.
For example in 1881 the Bishop and one of .his clergy, C.M. Spratt, were involved

in a disagreement but why Spratt acted as he did is not clear except for a single

lgede, A history of the FEnglish Church and people, trans. L. Sherley-Price,
London: Penguin Books, 1968, p.35.

2. Flarmer], Bishop Bousfield, Anglican, volume 1, number 4, 19D4-02, p.8L.
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reference written by Sﬁratt's friend, A. Roberts. The Society for the Propagation
of the Gospel (S.P.G.) on the other hand kept all its incoming mail but the private
outgoing mail has been destroyed. Here we have the correspondents justifying

their actions te S.P.G. but not how $.P.G. really felt about them.

I should 1like to acknowledge the aid of all people who guided me with my research
in South Africa and in Britain or who helped with getting this dissertation ready
for presentation. The financial assistance of the Human Sciences Research Council
towards the publication of this work is hereby acknowledged. Opinions expressed

in this work, or conclusions arrived at, are those of the author and are not to be

regarded as those of the Human Sciences Research Council.

Dates are given as year - month — day e.g. 1881-02-16 instead of 16th February,
1881.
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CHAPTER OQNE

THE FOUNDATION OF THE DIOCESE OF PRETORIA

1.1 Historical background!

The movement known as the Great Trek, which originated from the
Eastern Cape during the mid-1830's, reached the land to the
north of the Vaal River in the middle aecades cf the nineteenth
century. On 1852-01-17 Britain and the Transvaal sign=d thes

Sand River Convention by which

- the sovereign independence of the Transvaal was recognized.
From September -1853 this state became known ac the Zuid-
Afrikaansche Republiek. -

- Britain would not attempt-any-further expansion to the
north of the vaal. )

- Britain would not interfere in the affairs of the
Transvaal.

Gradually English speaking people drifted into the Transvaal
and by 1864 there were enough Anglicans in Potchefstro:um to

constitute a congregation.?

In 1873 alluvial gold was discovered in the Lydenburg district.

The miners were mainly foreignervs.3

During the presidency of T.F. Burgers, Sekhukhune4, the chief
of the Pedi people in the mountains near Lydenburg, became
fractious and was able to arm himself and his tribe.® In May

1876 war broke out when the Boers sent commandos against him’

la.r.J. Muller, ed., Five hundred vears, 2nd ed, Pretoria : Academica, 1977,
p-252-264. -

2y, Richardson, "Letter 1881-11-20,'" Occasional paper of the dioczse of Pretoria,
numbex 3, 1881-01, p.47.

3Muller, Five hundred years..., p.260.

4The spelling as used by M. Wilson and L. Thompson, ed., Oxford history of
Souti Africa, vol 2, Oxford: O0.U.P., 1975, has been followed.

SMuller, Five hundred years..., p.202.
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and by the end of 1876 Sekhukhune sued for peaca.5 The initial
checks suffered by the Boers during this war were a factor in

the annexation of the Transvaal.?’

The raising of taxes tc pay (for example) the interest cn the
loan to build the Pretoria-Delagoa Bay railway {(completed in
1895 with a different financial backing) and the Sekhukhune war
had caused the burghers, by the beginning of 1877, to wish for
a new president to replace T.F. Burgers. An election was
planned but was never held.8

Lord Carnarvon, the Secretary of State for the Colonies, needed
to annex the Transvaal to carry out his plans for the [ederation
of South Africa? so he delegated Theophilus Shepstone, the
Secretary for Native Affzirs in Natal, to carry out the annex-
ation. On 1877-01—22'Shepstone, egccompanied by 25 policemen and
B officials, arrived in Pretdria to discuss certain Transvaal
issues with Burgers. Once he had'étarted discussinns with the
Executive Council it was clear that he had ccme to pave the way
for annexation.l0 At this time Sekhukhune sued for peaca. On
1877-04~12 Sir Bartle Frere, the British High Commissicner,
annexed the Transvaal as a British territory. The annexation
was celebrated by a service of thanksgiving held at A.J. Law in
the Pretoria Anglican Churzh.ll "The Executive Council argued
that the Transvaal's general economic and politicél position
was such that it would be better temporarily to acquiesce,
rather than start a war."l?

Thus the Transvaal became a Bri%tish Colony. At this time
Pretoria was the capital and the larger villages were Zeerust,
Potchefstroom, Rustenburg, Heidelberg, Standerton and Middelburg
with Lydenburg being the largest settlement of the Eastern
Transvaal goldfields.

6H211er, Five hundred years..., p.253.

'Yilson and Thompson, Oxford history of South Africa, vol.2, p.250.
8vller, Five hundred years..., p.263.

1pid., p.263.

*01bid., p.264,

e F. Pascoe, Two hundred years of the £.P.G., London: SPG, 1901,
p.356.

12yuller, Five hundred years..., p.264.
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1.2 The Anglican Church in the Transvaal

Anglican work in the Transvaal began when Edward Twells, lst
Bishop of Bloemfontein, after his second visit to the Transvaal,
ordained William Richardson as deacon on 1865-12-25 and sent

him to Potchefstroom in January 1866 to begin work.l3 Twells

had previously received permission from Robert Gray, Metropolitan
and Bishop of Capetown to have oversight of the English Church

in the Transvaal until it became a separate diocese.l4

An erf was bought in Potchefstroom and a church building erected
of which Twells laid the foundation stone.l5

Bishop Gray of Capetown contacted the Society for the Propaga-
tion of the Gospel (S.P.G.} about the position of the Anglicans
in the Transvaal even before the 1869 Synod of South African
bishops.16

1.3 The 1869 Episcopal Synod and the 1870 Provincial Synod

1.3.1 The 1869 Episcopal Synod
The Synod of Bishops held in 1869 recommended the
formation of a new diocese in the Transvaal.l? §s.p.G.

was informed of this resclution and the necessity of
providing both an income and a bishop.l® Gray also
wrote to S.P.G. about the insecure financial state of
the endowments of the South African dioceses.l9 This
lack of money was a handicap to the expansion of the
Anglican Church in the whole of South Africa, not

only in the Transvaal.

Twells had been forced to resign as bishop of Bloem-
fontein,. 20 Gray was concerned that when a new bishop

13y, crisp, Some account of the diocese of Bloemfontein in the Province of South
Africa from 1863 to 1894, Oxford: Parker, 1895, p.l3.

14 | Twells, "The Church in the Transvaal," Church News, number 12, 1867-06-25,
p.97.

15g, Twells, '"Pastoral letter,” Church News, number 9, 1867-03-25, p.75.
16S.P.G., Letter to W.W. Jones. 1875-08-06, CLS Collection. USPG Archives, Londor
17 . 1.w. Wood, A father in God, London: MacMillan, 1913, p.75.

18S.P.G., Letter to W.W. Jones. 1875-08-06, CLS Collection, USPG Archives, London.
Britain.

19g. Gray, Letter to S.P.G., 1870-01-03, Collection of the Letterbooks of the
‘Archbishops of Cape Town, CPSA Archives, Wits, Johannesburg, South Africa.

20p. Hinchliff, The Anglican Church in South Africa, Londom: Darton, Longman and
Todd, 1963, p.80. ’
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of Bloemfontein was found he would also, as Twells
had done, take charge of the Transvaal which really

needed a bishop of its own.2l

1.3.2 The 1870 Provincial Synod
At the Provincial Synod of February 1870 the subject

of new bishoprics was discussed. It was resolved:
"That this Synod would further express its strong
conviction that, for the efficient maintenance of the
present Mission work of the Church in South Africa,
as well as for the extension of the Missions, it is
necessary that the following Missionary Sees should
be formed as soon as possible:- ... 2. A See in the
Transvaal Republic, where there are many English
beyond the reach of any means of grace, and large
tribes of heathen."22

S.P.G. was again pressed about the Transvaal when the
above resolution was passed on to them,23

The Easter Vestry of St Mary's, Potchefstroom passed
a resolution agreeing that a see should be founded in
the Transvaal: "III. That this meeting fully coin-
cides with that part of a resolution of the Provincial
Synod, ... which expressed 'a strong conviction that
there should be formed as soon as possible a See in

the Transvaal Republic.'

"That until that, or a definite connection with one or
other of the Dioceses.of the Province is effected,

the efforts of individuals and congregations will be
depressed; congregations will receive no great acces-
sions to their numbers and capacity for effort; order
and uniformity of practice in the conduct of Divine
wWorship will not be promoted, and the bonds of disci-
pline will tend to become relaxed:; while the personal
position, status, and relations of Ministers being
undefined are damaged, and their power and opportunity

for usefulness are much restricted."24

21g, Gray, Letter to the Bishop of Nassau, 1870-01-15, Collection of the Letter-
books of the Archbishops of Cape Town, CPSA Archives, Wits, Johannesburg, South Africa

22vThe Provincial Synod," Church News, number 44, 1870-03-01, p.9.

23S.P.G., Letter to W. W. Jones, 1875-08-06, CLS Collection, USPG Archives,
London, Britain.

24The Church in the Transvaal," Church News, number 47, 1870-06-01, p.4.



1.4 Further pleas for the foundation of a diocese in the Transvaal

1.4.1

Diocese of Bloemfontein

The Synod of the Diocese of Bloemfontein met in
January 1872 to discuss its organisation and work.

At a session held on Saturday 13th January, "... a
resolution was unanimously adopted, recognising the
existing connection between the Diocese [of Bloem-
fontein] and the Church in the Transvaal. The Rev.
W. Richardson, of Mooi River Dorp, and Mr. Green,
gave accounts of the parishes which they represented.
The Bishop [A.B. Webb] stated that in addition to the
authority given him in the first instance, by the
Metropolitan for administering the affairs of the
Church in the Transvaal, he had lately received from
the hands of the Bishops of the Province a special

commission to the same effect."25

Bishop Webb's visit to the Transvaal in 1872
During the winter of 1872 Bishop Webb went to the

Transvaal,26 and visited Potchefstroom, Pretoria and
Zeerust. He felt that Pretoria should be the centre
of Anglican work in the Transvaal and that Anglican
difficulties in South Africa were due to their being
so late in the field.27

With Webb's permission, Wills, missionary deacon of
Pretoria, returned to Britain with a letter of intro-
duction to S.P.G. 1In this letter Webb expressed

- the case for an S.P.G. grant to the Transvaal.

- his hope that S.P.G. would help in providing a
stipend or part of one for a "superintending

clergyman or Archdeacon"™ stationed at Pretoria.

- his intention after a brief visit to Bloemfontein,

of returning almost immediately to Pretoria to
work there for 3 months while Wills was away.Z28

25"The Church in the Free State," Church News, number 53, 1872-02-01, p.4.

26"0penings in the African Diamond Fields and the Transvaal Republic,"” Mission
Field, 1872-09-02, p.274.

27¢. Lewis and G.E. Edwards, Historical records of the Church of the Province
of South Africa, London: SPCK, 1934, p.413.

284, 8. Webb, Letter to S.P.G., 1872-07-01, D Collection, USPG Archives, London,

Britain.




- 20 -

Webb sent Henry Sadler to the Marico district. lle

was also worried about William Richardson, whc was on
sick leave and not likely to return. Wobb had con--
firmed a Dopper minister in Pretpria whom he described
as "the present Government Secretary."<Y 30 71t was
during this visit that Webb introduced his idea of an
Archdeacon for Pretoria,3l a view he reld for the

next 31,2 years until the CPSA Syncd refused it.

In October 1872 Webb, who was suffering from overwork,32
decided to use Pretoria and work as its parish priest

as his rest-cure from anxiety and responsibility. He
remained there three months whilst Wills, the Pretoria
deacon, was in England.33 Wills' return encured that
there would continue to be an Anglican clergymar in
Pretoria even after Webb had gone back to Bloemfontein.
Webb felt thait there was a need for missionary work

in the Transvaal, in ".,. the intericr where a great
mission work waits for the Church to come forward and

earnestly take in hand."34

Webb felt tha* the steady, uphill work in-th& Transvaal
required the services of an Archdeacon rather than a
Bishop. 1In a section marked private he wrote to
S.P.G., "May I confidently and privatel& ask you that
nothing should be done in the way of any dzfinite
proposal as to the formation of a separate 32¢ without
further consultation with me ..., or at least until
after the Synod of Bishops or the Provincial Synod.
There are grave reasons requiring cautioﬁ in the

matter which it would take too long to go into

now."35

Z9This man is unnamed and it is not clear who he was, .

30R, Gray, Letter to S5.P.G., 1872--07-13, D Collection, USPG Archives, London,
Britain. )

31§, Gray, Letter to S.P.G., 1872-98-12, D Collection, USPG Archives, London,
Britain. '

32iewis and Edwards, Historical records..., p.4l13.

33tbid., p.574.

345 8. Webb, Letter to S.P.G., 1872-11-16, D Collection, USPG Archives, London,
Britizn.

*Srbid.
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1.5 Bishop T.E. Wilkinson of Zululand

The person who did most towards the initial organisation of the

Transvaal

Church was T.E. Wilkinson, lst Bishop of Zululand.

Wilkinson wrote to Webb, the Bishop of Bloemfontein, about the

time of Gray's death, stating that

- he planned to tour the Transvaal.

- he wished to organise the work there, but

- he did not wish to take over the episcopal work in the

Transvaal assigned by the South African Church to the

Bishop of Bloemfontein.46

1872 visit
In 1872 Wilkinson made his first visit to the Trans-

vaal, travelling to the eastern border populated by
Whites living on sparsely scattered Dutch farms.47

His visit was reported in Net, "... Bishop Webb some
time ago wrote to Bishop Wilkinson, to beg him to pay
an episcopal visit to the Transvaal, which he has
done, and he certainly bears out what Bishop Webb has
said, 'Very much depends upon our putting our shoulder

to the wheel at once.®' "48

1873 visit
In 1873 Wilkinson made an extensive visit to the

Transvaal. "He had already been in correspondence
with Bishop Webb with regard to taking over part of

the work among Europeans, ..."49

Wilkinson described his agreement with Webb, "I had
heard from Bishop Webb before leaving Zululand that

he was pressed in his Transvaal work, not being able
properly to work it with the Free State, his own
diocese, on his hands, increased as that work now is
by the Diamond Field population. ... I [T.E.W.] only
hold a commission from him [A.B.W.] to act episcopally

and pastorally for him at my discretion.">0

46Hinchliff, The Anglican Church in South Africa..., p.134.

47Lewis and Edwards, Historical records..., p.574.

48'The day of intercession," Net, 1873-12-01, p.178.

497.A.1. Agar-Hamilton, A Transvaal jubilee, London: SPCK, 1928, p.11.

3071 k. Wilkinson, "AmaSwazi-land: The Transvaal: Zululand," Mission Field,

1874-02-02, p.38.




FIGURE 2

T.E. Wilkinson as an old man.

(Source: Johannesburg Public Library)
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Webb described Wilkinson's duties in the Transvaal
thus: "With Bishop Wilkinson to assist me in the
charge of the Transvaal as Coadjutor-Bishop,35 I have
every hope that all needful episcopal supervision and
ministrations which will be required for some few

years to come, will be fully supplied."56

Wilkinson believed that his 1873 visit to the Trans-
vaal aided in the foundation of the diocese of

Pretoria.>’

In 1873 he bought a house in Proes Street>8 which for
many years was to be a cause of conflict between
Wilkinson and H.B. Bousfield. This house was bought
with Wilkinson's private money and he promised to
live there for some months each year whilst he was
helping Webb by serving in the Transvaal.>9

Wilkinson carried out a survey of the Church of

England work in the Transvaal.

- Pretoria was served by the deacon Sharley, who

held church in a schoolroom.

- Potchefstroom had as their priest the elderly
William Richardson and this place had a small

church.

- 2eerust had ‘as priest, Henry Sadler, and a fund
to raise money to build their Church had been

opened.60

- The Lydenburg Goldfields had a deacon, Cawhill-
Barker, sent there by Webb.6l

551870 Constitution and Canons of the CPSA had no canon on a Coad jutor Bishop.
Canon 6 of the 1876 Constitution and Canons of the CPSA dealt with this subject. A
Coad jutor Bishop had to be elected by the Metropolitan and all the CPSA bishops, to
help a diocesan bishop and he had automatic succession to the see when it fell vacant.

56a.8. Webb, "Neglected English settler,'" Mission Field, 1874-02-02, p.42.

57Mrs. Wilkinson, A lady's life and travels in Zululand and the Transvaal during
Cetewayo's reign, London: Hayes, 1882, p.181.

58Agar—Hami1ton, A Transvaal jubilee ..., p.12.

597 E. Wilkinson, "AmaSwazi-land: The Transvaal: Zululand," Mission Field,
1874-02-02, p.40. ‘

601bid., p.39.

6lT E. Wilkinson, "The Eastern and Northern Transvaal", Mission Field, 1874-12-01,
p.369.
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Wilkinson's plan to spend time in Pretoria upset the
plans of Robert Robertson, the senior missionary in
the Zululand diocese and he wrote to an English
clergyman: "With regard to our Mission work, it may
be said to be in a transition state, in two ways.
When I returned here, it was with an idea of breaking
new ground, but after two months, and when I was on
the point of making a start, the Bishop resolved to
remove from Kwamagwaza [in Zululand] to Pretoria, the
capital of the Transvaal Republic. In consequence of
this my old work will fall back into my hands."70

It was Wilkinson's interest in the Transvaal that
caused S.P.G. to regain its interest in the Trans-
vaal. Bullock, Secretary of S.P.G. wrote to Wilkinson:
"I think I have not yet thanked you for your last
interesting letter. We published it in the Mission
Field, and it has contributed to move the Society
towards extending its work in AmaSwazi-land and in
Pretoria. 1In the latter place it seems necessary to
lose no time in following the advice of Bishop Gray,
and to send out a Bishop who may relieve both you and
Bishop Webb of what must be felt as an overwhelming

addition to your own proper duties."’l

S.P.G. informed Webb about its 1875 grant for the
Transvaal. “The new grants for the. Transvaal (with
the exception of the %100 already assigned to Mr
Sharley [deacon at Pretoria]) are reserved, i.e. we
do not propose to spend any of them until we have had
your advice on the subject. It is the wish of many
men of the Committee that the plan of the late Bishop
Gray should be carried out now, thét a new bishop
from England should be sent cut, who might fix his
see at Pretoria, and might relieve both you and
Bishop Wilkinson of any care for the Transvaal. If

you concur in this view and will say so, we could at

70R. Robertson, Letter 1874-01-22, published in, "Waiting time in Zululand," Net,
1874-07-01, p.100.

71S.P.G., Letter to T.E. Wilkinson, 1874-07-04, CLS Collection, USPG Archives,
London, Britain.
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once act on it. An episcopal income could be
provided by 3300 per annum from the Society and
something from endowment which could be got in this
country."72

S.P.G. increased the sum allocated to the Transvaal
by #300 and as Bloemfontein had oversight of the
Transvaal Wilkinson was told by 5.P.G. to contact
Webb about the wisest use of this money. Bullock
wrote to Wilkinson: "My own feeling is that we ought
to aim at getting some good man from England to go

out to [the] Transvaal as bishop."73

Wilkinson made further plans for his work in Pretoria.
"E[dward] 1is building a house on our land opposite

this house. It is to be used as a school."74

Wilkinson went on 2 visitations of the Transvaal
villages. One visitation was to the Western and
Southern Transvaal.’> At Potchefstroom he ordained
on Trinity Sunday 1874 two deacons: James Pilkington
Richardson, son of William Richardson of Potchef-
stroom, whom Wilkinson sent to Rustenburg; and John
Thorne an ex-Wesleyan. Wilkinson felt that the South
African born Thorne could begin Dutch and mission

work at once and sent him to Lydenburg.

In 1874 William Richardson felt that being elderly
and in failing health he should retire. It was
agreed that he receive a guaranteed pension and a
parsonage. His son, James, would travel from Rus-
v tenburg to Potchefstroom every 6 weeks for services.’6

The people of the Transvaal realised that they needed
a bishop of their own and not one from another diocese.

725,P.G., Letter to A.B. Webb, 1874-07-04, CLS Collection, USPG Archives, London,
Britain.

735.P.G., Letter to T.E. Wilkinson, 1874-08-05, CLS Collection, USPG Archives,
London, Britain,

74Wilkinson, A lady's life and travels ..., p.246-247.

75T.E. Wilkinson, "The Church in the Western and Southern Transvaal," Mission
Field, 1874-10-01, p.293-299,

761bid., p.297-298.
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contacted S.P.G. about the fact that Sharley, sta-
tioned at Pretoria, was feeling unsettled and thinking
of returning to England as it was too expensive to
transport his wife and family to the Transvaal.
Wilkinson did not want to lose the services of Sharley

as he was impressed by his work in the Transvaal.8l

Wilkinson's enthusiasm for the establishment of a
separate diocese in the Transvaal was not shared at
this time by Webb. Wilkinson wrote to Webb: "You are
evidently not in favo([u]r of the establishment of a
Bishopric in the Transvaal, & you give your reasons.
As one unprejudiced in the matter beyond feeling a
very deep interest in the Republic (for it is my
intention to return to my own work when I see the
Transvaal safe), I must beg you to reconsider your
view of this question. ... I have passed now
throughout the whole country & on every side have
formed but one feeling, viz, that the Transvaal must
have a Bishop of its own. The people are everywhere
determined to oppose & ignore any ecclesiastical

connection with the Orange Free State, ..."82

In an appeal to Cape Town for support, Wilkinson
explained his motives in offering to spend six months
of every year in the Transvaal. An extract was pub-
lished in the Church News: "I could not - indeed I
dare not - stand by and see so sad and sore a need;

nor could I close my ears to the repeated request
made to me to go and do what I could amongst the
inhabitants of the various wide districts; I,
therefore, promised that I would go and spend six
months in each year in the country, moving about the
Republic, and doing my very best until aid arrives.
This, of course, involves a great increase of work
and continual travelling and watchfulness, that no
opportunity be overlooked in any corner, however
remote; but this I do not mind."83

81t g, Wilkinson, Letter to $.P.G., 1874~08-24, D Collection, USPG Archives,
London, Britain.

821 g. Wilkinson, Letter to A.B. Webb, 1874-09-17, Copy enclosed, T.E. Wilkinson,
Letter to S.P.G., 1874-09-17, D Collection, USPG Archives, London, Britain.

83"The Church in the Transvaal," Church News, number 79, 1874-04-01, p.6.
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and a subscription list was opened with all money
collected being paid to Thorne. Although not dis-
cussed at the meéting a private school_was planned
for Lydenburg with Thorne as its first teacher .90
Greenstcck felt that this would be a great help as
his salary would be Quaranteed. Later, Bousfield
used this deacon-schoolmaster system whereby the
deacon ran tlie village school and uzed the fees tc
live on. Unfortunately this meant that very little

or no mission work could be done by the clergyman.

Greenstock arrived back in Pretoria in time for
Easter 1876 to find that Sharley had left at the end

of the previous year.2l

1.5.5 Wilkinson leavas South Africa

Wilkinson decided to visit Britain during 1875 qnd
the family travelled from Pretoria to Zululand before
proceeding o £ngland. ﬁilkinson's ship dockesd at
Cape Town in 1875-01-14 and he‘was able to discuss
with thé Metropolitan, William West Jones, wark in
zululand and the Transvaal.%2? Jones gave a letter to
Wilkinson authorising him to collect in Britain money
for the Transwvaal endowment in conjunction with the
Bishop of Bloemfcntein, the S.P.G., the Coicnial
Bishoprics' Fund and the S.P.C.K. A sum of £i0 000
was mentioned.%3 “The voyage to England was under-
taken with a view to zettle some difficulties con-
nected with the extension of the work in the diocese
of Zululand, and to report upon the state of Church
matters in the Transvaal. ... The result of this

visit was that the Transvaal bishopric was founded."94

90y, Greenstock, '"Mr Greenstock's notes of travel: Needs of English diggers ir
the Gold fields," Mission Field, 1876-i1-01, p.345.

Ny, Greenstock, "Mr Greenstock’s notes of travel: Pretoria," Mission Field,
1377-04-02, p.115.

924ood, A father in God..., p.75-76.
?31bid., p.76.
9"“iwiillvcinsr:m, A lady's life and travels ..., p.253.
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In a pamphlet dated May 1875 Wilkinson stated: "My
reason for coming to England at this time is two-
fold ..."

- The first appeal was for Zululand.

- His next was for the Transvaal and for the Eng-
lish settlers "who are living amidst many
hundreds of thousands of heathen."95

In 1875 S.P.G. issued a Quarterly Paper on the Trans-
vaal Bishopric96 which is not extant, but shows that

the case of the Transvaal was being popularised.

Webb wanted an archdeacon stationed in the Transvaal
and not a bishop. This puzzled Bullock of S.P.G.,
who wrote: "I am very glad indeed to get your opinion
about the proposed Transvaal Bishopric. 1 cannot
understand the strong opposifion of Bishop Webb to
it. He is too good a man to oppose without reason,
and when he arrives we shall have an opportunity of
hearing all he can say. Thank you for your welcome
suggestion of names, which I will at once inquire
into. Bishop Webb seems to have an unfounded fear
that: if we begin now to provide for the Bishop in
(the] Transvaal we shall never help the endowment of
his diocese; which we have already begun, and hope

to go on with."97

In 1875 both Webb and Wilkinson were in Britain.
H.W.A. Cooper, resident magistrate of Lydenburg and
special magistrate of the Gold Fields in the South
African Republic, used this opportunity to write to
S.P.G. pleading for a bishop for the Transvaal and
putting forward the claims of Wilkinson for the post.
"During the time that the Bishop of Zululand was here
the work assumed a vigour and life which was very
gratifying and it was hoped that his Lordship would
be permanently appointed to the charge of a work

which he has so much as heart, and, so zealously,

937 .E. Wilkinson, The Church in South Africa: The Diocese of Zululand and the
proposed diocese of the Transvaal, p.l.

96S.P.G., Letter to W.W. Jones, 1875-08-06, CLS Collection, USPG Archives,
London, Britain.

9-"S.P.G., Letter to W.W. Jones, 1875-02-15, CLS Collection, USPG Archives,
London, Britain.
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Jones mentioned the possibility which did in fact
arise, that Wilkinson might resign zululand but
another man be elected to the Transvaal Bishopric.
Wilkinson's fund-raising in Britain for the endowment
of the Transvaal diocese linked him in people's minds
with the Transvaal. Robertson, senior missionary in
Zululand, introduced a new idea and Jones gquoted

from his letter: "...'If B[isho]lp W[ilkinso]n gives
up (as I [Robertson] hear that he does) the idea of
being B[isholp of the Transvaal as well as of Zulu-
land, & go to the Limpopo, I do not see how he can
possibly do it.' This seems to me [W.W. Jones] to
complicate matters still more, & to leave one path
only open if B[isho]p W[ilkinso]ln is to remain a
B[isho)lp of this Prov[in]ce viz. to appoint him to
the Transvaal ... But - wloul]d B[isholp W[ilkinso]n
succeed in the T([rans]vaal anymore than in Zululand?
& wloul]d it be wise to transfer him to another see,
when so far as one can judge, it is his own fault '
wh[ich] has compelled him to abandon the work for
which he was consecrated? It is a very difficult

matter, & I confess I do not see my way at all out of
jt."107

The Mackenzie Memorial Mission printed their side of
the story in Net; it appeared that Wilkinson's work
in the Transvaal had a large share in the disagreement
between them. "After two years and a half residence
at Kwamagwaza [the main 2ululand mission station],
circumstances induced him (in 1873) to wvisit the
Transvaal, where he was so impressed with the spiritual
needs of the white settlers, and the necessity of
doing something at once to meet them, that he deter-
mined, very shortly, to leave Kwamagwaza. He bought

a house in Pretoria, which he hoped would become the
property of the Mackenzie Mission, and he thought to
divide his time between it and the northern part of
"his Diocese. But we at home could not feel justified

107y . w. Jones, Private letter to 5.P.G., 1875-11-22, Collection of the Letterbooks
of the Archbishops of Cape Town, CPSA Archives, Wits, Johamnesburg, South Africa.
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Wilkinson to the Transvaal wloul]d, I imagine, have
necessarily to be sanctioned by the Prov[incia]l
Synod of Bishops."110

Jones responded to Wilkinson's resignation by stating
that according to Canon 8 he could not resign without
the permission of the South African bishops and thus
should return for the 1876 Provincial Synod of which
he was a member (though Wilkinson questioned this).
Jones also planned a Synod of Bishops before the
Provincial Synod.lll

1.6 1876 Provincial Synod

l.6.1 Mem¢oranda from the Transvaal

The members of the Church of England congregations in
the Transvaal sent memoranda to the Metropolitan and
the Bishops of the Province assembled for the Provin-
cial Synod.

Lydenburg dated 1876-01-29
Potchefstroom dated 1876-01
Pretoria dated 1876
Rustenburg dated 1876-01-17

The memoranda requested that

- a diocese be constituted in the Transvaal "without
delay"”

- the bishop of the new diocese be Thomas Edward
Wilkinson, former bishop of Zululand.ll2

From the copies it would appear that these memoranda
were a collective effort by the Transvaal Anglicans.
The Potchefstroom and Rustenburg ones were in fact

written in the same hand.

110y . Jones, Letter to A. Mackenzie, 1875-09-15, Collection of the Letterbooks
of the Archbishops of Cape Town, CPSA Archives, Wits, Johannesburg, South Africa.

11y . Jones, Letter to T.E. Wilkinson, 1875-10-08, Collection of the Letterbooks
of the Archbishops of Cape Town, CPSA Archives, Wits, Johannesburg, South Africa.

112yemoranda from Lydenburg (1876-01-29), Potchefstroom (1876-01), Pretoria (1876) )
Rustenburg (1876-01-17), Collection of the Archbishops of Cape Town, CPSA Archives,
Wits, Johannesburg, South Africa.








































FIGURE 3

H.B. Bousfield

(Source: J. Robinson, Warborough, Oxfordshire,
; Britain.)

































Seated:;

-

The Bishop surrounded by his family taken at Andover July 1878.
Standing behind bench: Hugh, May

Harry, Mrs Bousfield, Naomi, the Bishop, Emma Hayward holding Esther, Frances Rebekah
On ground: Ruth, Catherine

(Source: AB890/B2, CPSA Archives, University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburqg.)
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The Transvaal Mission Party taken at Andover July 1878

Back row: H, Adams, C.M. Spratt, F. Dowling
Seated: E. Lamb, E. Dowling, Mrs Bousfield, the Bishop
On ground: Hugh Bousfield, Harry Bousfield, A. Roberts
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Bishop'e Cote where St Etheldreda's Schoel began.

(Source: ABB90/B2, CPSA Archives, University of the Witwatersrand,
Johannesburg.) ‘ '
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1n the Pretoria lLaager. sketch by Mrs. Bousfield.

“The Shed-place so often named in [Mrs. "Bousfield's] Journal.
Miss Lamb's old tent. The Bishop's Wwagonette.”

(source: State Library, pretoria.)
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