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CI It\ PT[R 0.\"E 

1:\!TRODUCTION 

This study will focus on a critical analysis of Jordan· s work, l ngqumbo yeminyanya, 

"The wrath of the Ancestors... I t is proposed that the psychoanalytical theory be used as 

a framework. I hope that this study will be o f grL~ll significance to the students of 

African literature particularly to those who are interested to see how Jordan has 

manipulated psychoanalytical devices of characters and the society i n his novel, ·' T he 

wrath of the ancestors". 

t-.lodern li terary theory is a n~'' de,·elopmt:nt. .-\s a result not much work has been clone. 

This is the case with the analysis of indigenous L111guage literature particularly Xhosa . 

Some of the approaches notably, prac ti cal cri ti cism. formalism and st ructuralism have 

been used in the interpretation of Xhosa literature before, (cf yamende, Kwetana, 

Qangule, l tuze). The tllllC h.1s nl)w come to ill\ohe more innovative literary canons to 

explore further the "t rc.t~ure island,·· lngqumbo ~ Cl111nyanya. 



Wright ( 1984:5) says: 

··Though psychoanalytic critici~m has been drawn 

into li terature unlike other approaches it has not 

been able to provide a satisfactory theory of 

aesthetic value. I t contributes rather, to an 

understanding of the creative process .. " 

Nina Mollema, 1992. in her \\"Ork on psychoanalysis assens that, psychoanalysis was seen 

as one of tho~e theories \\'hich were good for lucrary criticism , and that literary criti cs 

were ashamed of using psychoanalytical criticism as their approach because i t was seen as 

something of an embarrassment. but today it is seen as one of the useful tools to be 

applied in literature. That is why Grabe ( 1986: c ') S:l) s: 

'·The birth of psychoanalysis into literature 

i not a mistake bee<HJsc thi thcnr\· is 

informative in the stud) or litcralllrt: ... 

W e will attempt to show hm' informati' e it is in the stud\' of literature. 



Accord ing to Sigmund F reud (1965) p ychoanalytic criti cism concerns it self 

"it h psychic m odels . lie mainta ins that the huma n mind can be studied from 

three perspective , the dynamic, the economic, a nd the topographic, and that 

a ll three provide ins ight into the decisive role played b y bodily needs in the 

const itution of the unconscious . lie fu t1 her states that the dynamic approach 

is prima rily concerned with the interact ion between force.s in the mind

interact ion and the conflict that develops when the in tinctive dt·i ves of the 

body encounter the claims of external rea lity. 

Freud· s econ omic viewpoint a e11 that plea ure i a dapted to the demand of 

reality ·o tha t the bod y ha t o lea rn t o defer plea ·ure in order t o comply with 

oc ia l d emand. 

The topogr aphic \'iewpoint di' ide the m ind int o the con cious, p recon cious 

a nd the uncon~c iou mind. Thi vie wpoint al o ha three divi ion of th e 

mind . na m ely the icl , ego a nd ·uperego. The id account for th e in tinctive 

d r i'e that pring from th e need of the body. T he ego i the outg ro ,·;th of 

the icl a nd it oppo e the instincti ve dri\'es . Th e uperego represent the 

parenta l and cultural influence of a pa rti cular soc iety . 

T his tudy will look at the p ychoa nalyti c beha\'iour of the different 

chanl cter in J ordan' s book. The accent of the tudy will fall on h ow 

p ·)ch oa na lys is ca n help the t·eader , uitic or analy ·t penetrate the inner 

"orkings of the mind of the cha racte r . 



;\Il\1 OF STUDY 

As indicated in the introduction, the aim of this ~tudy is to make a detailed evalua tion of 

A C Jordan's novel "Ingqumbo Yeminya nya , ., "to uncover the hidden causes of the 

neurosis in order to relieve the characters of his or her contlicts, thus dissolv ing the 

distressing symptoms. "( Ina Grabe 1986: ) 

Further, thi s work intends to show how the reprc~sed thoughts affect the behaviour of 

certain major characters in the novel ancl how the loss and rejection affects the 

development in their lives. 

It is hoped that when completed . the study " ill make a meanin£ful con tribution to the - ~ 

analysis of aspects of Xhosa l iterature. 

l\IETHODOLOGY 

A number of Western literary devices "hich ck;tl with the theory of psychoanal ysis wil l 

be used in thi s study. Psychoanalysi~ i~ not a homogenous theory. Psychoana lysts differ 

on a number of theoretical issues. As a result, it is proposed that an ec lectic approach be 

adopted in the study . 



TilE COPE OF STUDY 

T h is tudy compri es five chapters. C hapte r O ne ''ill dea l w ith the 

int r od uctio n wh er e the a im , cope of tudy, met hodol ogy . d efinit ion of som e 

concepts th at a r e related t o the study, a b iog r aphica l s ketch of A. C Jordan 

a nd literature t·ev iew wi ll be cons ide red. 

Chapter T''o. develops a theoretica l frame ,,ork which u nder pins the study . 

The role of p\ychoana ly i in L it e rature \\il l a l o b e co , er ed in this chapter. 

Chapter Three is the ·tat1 of the principal part of the tudy. In this chapter 

con idera ti on " ill b e g ive t o th e fo llo \\ing topic: 

• 
• 

• 

The . ummar·y of the :'\oYel. .. T he ' ' r·ath of the a nce ·t o r 

Briefin_g a bout the custom of :\mam pondomi e 

C harac t c t· in conflict conce ntt·a ting on the prr-.o na lit y of the following 

ch a r act e t .. : Zwcli nzima, :'\oha nlt t. ;\lthumini and Dingi nda"o 

The fou r1h chapter C\ a lua t e. the ·ociety in conrl ict. It "ill pene trat e dee p ly 

int o the confli c t of the t" o opposing g r·oup . . th o e "ho bdieYe in 

t n1 d it ion a I i..,m and th o e wh o btl icH· in m odern i 111. 

hapter Fi' e "il l er"e a · genera l concl usion of the . tud~ "her e conclud ing 

remark "ill be m ade and m a in ob. en a t ion.., "ill be ·u mm:u ·ized and 

e' alua tion "ill be consider·ed . 



DEFT1\1TION OF COI\CEPTS 

U nconsc ious 

Unconscious is the hidden level of the mind. thoughts and feel ings. They are not known 

or understood by the mind in its conscious workings. 

Grabe (1986:92) says: 

.. unconscious consi sts of ewrything that has 

been turned away b) the preconscious and 

conscious mind.·· 

This means that the repressed memor ies have been forced out of the conscious level of 

the mind into the unconscious (19 6 : 10::?). 

For Lacan ( 1977) the unconscious 1s more than the source or primal instincts that are 

randoml y connected to ideas and images. It is both ·tructurcd like language and, at the 

same time, the product or language . 





J effer on a nd Robey (199 1) ·ay: 

The boy · closer involvement ''ith hi 

moth et· · body lead him to an uncon cious 

de ire for sexual union \\ ith her. \\'hat 

per uade. the boychi ld to abandon his 

ince -tuous desire for t he mother i the 

fath er· s th reat of ca tration. 

f orrc ter (199 1:110) cont end · thu: 

Th e O edipu complex repre ent. 

the '' ay in ''hich infant. become 

·exed (th rough their ' ariou · re ·pon:-.c 

to being clcpt·i, ccl of til e phallus) a nd 

become human (in c cap ing frotn the 

mothet· of the mit-rot· ~tage . \\h O'iC 0 \\ 11 

incomp letem• 'i rende r~ the chil d" · -.en-.e 

or \\ant ing in ·upportable. int o the ..,~mhol ic 

in \\hich lack i - -ymbolisahle through the 

genet·at ion of des ire). 

   



PHALLUS 

Phallu · i a n image of the m a le sex o rgan a u ed in om e s imple fo rms of 

r e ligion a a s ig n to t he power of m en to pr oduce chi ldren. 

It is t h e re prc en ta l ion of t he pcni . Any pointed o r upright obj ect such as a 

penc il , telephone o r chu rch s p ire tha t m ay r epre ·cnt or suggest a penis . 

Pha llic symbols a rc pa rt icu larly e ' ident in dream (Chap lin 198-: 35) . 

Eag let on (1990: !53) ay : 

T h e pha ll tt begin <; t o focus th e ch ild· 

li bido (or :exua l d ri ve) on the genit ab . 

but i ca lled ' · ph a lli c ' ' r a ther t ha n ··gen it a l" ' 

beca u ':ic, a ccot·ding t o F r eud . only the male 

o rga n i · t·ecogn izecl a t t his point . a child 

p ia ) s a react ion t o its mir ro r· image th at 

·tt ·ik ingly dis tingu i-, he it ft·om othe r 

c t·ca ture · : u ch a · chirn pa mt'l' . 

l) 



1:\DI\' IDU A TIO:\ 

The individual ion procc stems from th e totality of the psyche. on organi m 

" ho e individual parts a re co-ordi nat ed by a y tern of complementary 

relation hips which promote the maturation of the personality. 

Chaplin (1985) a er·t that: 

Indi\'iduation is the proce ~ b~ 

\\hich par-ts differentiate out of 

the \\ hole . 

\\"il on (198-l:88) asse r·t · thu : 

For· Jung. per· onal incli' icl ua tion 

meant the a b i I it y to ·u rren clrr 

hi rn e lf to th e '"subjecth c mind .. 

a~ in th e \\ ilk ing fantasie he ca lled 

'"active imagi nal ion . ,. 

I ll 



DRE.\\L 

T he r oyal r oad t o the uncon cious i d ream ·. Dream fo r Fr·eud a re 

essentia lly ymbolic fulfilment of uncon-ciou ' ' i he and t hey are cast in 

symbolic form b ecause if this materi a l \\e r e cx pre ed directly then it m ight 

be h ocking and disturbing enough to wa ke u up. Fulfilment of a s uppressed 

or r eprc ed '' i h i ' ' hat mioht be ca ll rd a drea m. 
0 

INTROVERT 

An introvert is omcone who co ncern him. elf'' ith hi own t houghts, acts, 

pe r ona l life. An int rover1 doc n ot ~ pend much time ~haring act iviti es wit h 

othe r· . 

An introve r1 is one \\h O t end · t o \\ithd ra '' from ·oc ial contact. a nd ' 'hose 

int c rc t · arc direc ted ill\\ a rd to hi · 0 \\11 th oughl'i and c '<pcriment (Ch.tpl in 

19 5 : 2-tO) . 

\1i. chc l (198J:.t7) cont ends th a t: 

' ·An introve rt '' ithdra\\ ~ int o him...,elf. 

e ·pecially ''hen encount erin g t r·e..;-,ful 

em otional conflict, prefer~ to be a lone. 

te nd · to avoid other· · and i.; hy.'' 

II 



EXTROVERT 

An e:\tro , e r1 is a person who like to s pend time in activiti es with other people 

rather tha n in att ending to his own th ought and feelings . C hap lin (1985:240) 

de cribes it t h u : 

A t endency to direct the personality ouh,a rd rather than inward toward the 

elf. 

\li che l (l98l:-l7) de~cribes an extrove r1 n omeone ''ho wi hes to st r e s thi 

by trying to lose himse lf among people and ocia l acti' ity . li e is drawn to an 

occupa ti on tha t a llo '' him to d ea l directly \lith many people. 

DE:"\IAL 

A denia l ·t age is "hen a person docs not "ant to accept reali ty about the bad 

ide of hi · pcr~onality. Denial defense occu r-- \\hen the pe r on can neither 

c cape nor attac k th e th reat. If the panic i - ~uffici e nt. the o n! ~ po ·ible 

alternative may be to deny tlu·ea t (Encycloped ia \' OI 6) . 

1\tORAL ANXIETY 

T he pe r ·on fee l-; consc ience stricken or gu ilty abou t unacceptable things that 

h e fee l-; he ha -; done or even cont emplates (J<•fTerson 1991 ) . 

12 



NEUROSIS 

Neurosis is a disorder of the mind which is marked by strong unreasonable fears and 

ideas about the outside world, trouble relations wi th other people, and often by various 

feel ings of illness in the body. 

Chaplin ( 1985 :303) maintains that: 

Al\111\1US 

neurosis is a beginning of mental disorder 

characteri sed (a) by incomplete insight 

into the nature of the eli !"ticulties. 

(b) conflicts (c) anxiety reaction 

{d) partial impairment of personality 

(e) often but not necessaril y the presence 

of phobias .. . 

I t is the masculi ne, asserti ve ekment in the unconscious of C.::\'ery vvoman. 

ANI I\ IA 

It is the feminine, so ft , passive ekment in tilL' unconscious of every man. 



DEATH Il\STINCT (DESTRCCTI\ 'E I~STI:\CT) 

Death inst inct is a wi h of conscious or unconsc ious de ire for the death of 

a nother person e pecially of him elf'. 

Ha ll (1970 :8) a.rs: 

Freud assumed specification 

that the per on ha a ''i h. u ual 

of cou r e unco nsc ious to die. 

Grinberg (1990 :260) maintain th at: 

lie (G rot tein. 198:) 5uoge ts that the 

d ea th in ·ti nct represent a portion of a 

largt• r inherent instinctual pri nciple. 

'' hi r h ha been programnwd int o the 

0:\'i\ of our· chronHhnrues. both lit e r : lll~ 

and f'igura ti\'£~ 1y . 



~ YNCHRONICITY 

Wilmer ( 1988: 171) desc ribes this term as follm' s: 

Synchronic i ty is the simultaeneous 

occurrence of t\\'O meaningfully 

but not casual! y connected events 

in which an inner psychic subjectiYe 

sta te or event parallels an outer 

even t in the objective \\'OJ"Id. 1\ot 

only is the cause unkno\\'11, but the 

cause is not even thinbbk. 

PARA~O IA 

Paranoia is a lasting <k~ca~e of the mind in ,, l1 ich the ~ul.r"erer bclie,·es that others are 

purposely mistreating ancl hati ng him. 

Wilmer ( 1988: I 08) desc ribes Paranoia as folio\\'~: 

Paranoia is the projection of 

hatred and evil almost all)\\hcrL'. 

even w i thout hoob. 



E:-~gleton (1990:59) a · e11s that : 

' ·Paranoia refers to a more or lc 

y tcmati zed tate of de lu ion. Cnder 

"hich F•·cud include not only delu ion 

of per ecut ion b ut delus ional jcalou y 

a nd de lusions of gra ndeu r. " 

DAY -DREAI\IING 

Da)-drcaming is a plea ant dream-like et of thought · (o ften about the future) 

dt11·ing \\aking hours, often draw ing att ent ion a\\ay from p resent 

u rrou nd i ng . . 

Rimrnon-Kenn n (1987:5) qu ote d ay -dn~a mi ng and fanta ·y from Freud's work : 

. .. men ta l \\Ork i linked to some 

CtiiT('nt impres ion. ·ome pro' oking 

occ:, io n in t he present \\ h ich ha~ 

been aa) le t o arou ·e one of the subject· s 

majo•· wishes . From t he rr it ha rk. back 

to the memo•·y of a n ca rlier e:-. per ie nce 

(ustwlly on in f:111 t ile one) in \\ hich t h i~ 

\ 6 



\1:15 fu lfi lled, and it n O\\ crea te a 

situa tion relating to the future \lhich 

represent s a fulfilment of the wi h. \Yhat 

it thus creates i a day-dream or phantn y, 

which comes about it trace of it origin 

from th e occasion which prO\ oked it a nd 

from th e memory. Thu pa ·t, present a nd 

future are ~t rung t ogether. a it were. on th e 

thread of a wish that run through them. 

[Freud 1953: l ~7-8] 

PSYCIIOANALYSIS 

P ·ychon na lysis is a \ H I)' of treating cert ain nen ou-, di order-; of th e mind by 

exami nat ion of all that the ·uffcrer ca n be made to n •member of hi-; past life . 

dream . etc. It i..; the effort to fin d hidden . forgotten :11n.ieties. desires . or 

pa~t expe•·iences that may be cau-, ing the illne. '> . The ·c hidden cause · haYC 

the tendency of inrluencing his behaYi our \1 ithout hi m h.no\1 ing it. Colle r ·s 

Enc~ cl o pcd ia (1973:~50) maintain ·: 

P::,ychoa naly:is i th e inve.,t iga t ion 

of P'>)Thologica l mot iYa t ion of lwma n 

bcha\iOur through the study of ment a l 

conll'nt by a ~ pecial technique. It i:-, 

both a meth od of some nH•nt al illm•-,..; 



and a -;~ ~t em of p.·ych o l og~ . 

ll oracio et a l h:He t hi~ t o a~ about the term p ~choana lys is : 

Psychoanaly is i a therapy \\ hich it elf 

first began t o be a sc ientific di.-c ip line . . .. 

(1991:3) 

Freud often sa id psychoanal~ i wa a theory of per onality, a method of 

P ychotherapy a nd a n instrument of ·cientifi c investigation , wa nting t o point 

out tha t due to a pecial condition intrin ic t o tha t di cipline the meth od of 

imestigat ion coincided \\ith the curative proced ure . 

Atk "n on et a l (1983:497) sa ~: 

The goal of p ychoana l) ·is i. to 

make the indi \'idual aH a re of 

uncon-,c ious conflic ts and or the 

defen-,e mechan i-.ms she or he ha.., 

been u ing to con trol arn.iet~. 

T hey a l<;o ma intain that '·i n add iti on to b e in ~ a meth od for treat ing mental 

d i order it is al ·o a theory of lwma n nloti\ a tion. 



BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF A C .IORDA1\' 

Archiba ld Campbe ll :\tzo lisa J orda n was born on October 30. 1906 in a sma ll 

admini trative area of i\ Ibokot\\ atta in the T olo di trict of Trans kei. His 

fa ther \\a nn Anglica n mis iona ry, hi fa mily \\ ere de cended from the Illubi 

people. \\h O had made their home in the Tugela d i t rict. J ordan at tended hi 

primar~ educnt ion in T~o lo. li e att ended the local mi ion chool and then 

spent a ~ea r at St C uth bert High 'choo l. In 1913 he \\ Cnt to Cm tata to tra in 

a a teache r. ,\ 111erit bu r·sa r~ made it po. ible fo r him to continue his 

schooling at Lo,edalc Colleoc and at Fort Ha re Lni1 er· itv. "here he stu died b • 

for a I3 :\degree \\hich he comp leted in 193-l 11 ith the majo r· subj ects. English 

and Ethic . Ilis ~tudy of the c subj ec t "a~ ·ig nificant in that the teaching of 

La ngunge a nd Lit erature dominat ed his contri bution to huma ni ty throughout 

hi -; lire. 

\\ hile at uniH' r :... it). J onlan imme•·sNI him ·elf in a ''ide r·ange of ac ti,·ities . 

including cri cke t. dra ma. mu .'. ic and debating. li e a l-,o de' eloped a grl'at lon~ 

for lit era tu re. and became th e leader of the Lit crar~ .'oc il'ly and editor of a 

litcrar~ magazine . called '·The .... alit' . '' 



After 1938 th ere ca me a chnnge in his int et·e. ts . .-\ \1 int er school in the 

Depnt1ment of Ba ntu Languages was nrra nged at fort Ilare . :\ len like 

Pro fe~ or Doke, Lestrade and others went to lect ure at this wi nter school. By 

a stroke of luck Dr J ordnn nttended this school. Amongst ot her things he left 

that vacat ion school having accepted a cha llenge to know more about Bantu 

language . Thi led to a change in his tudies. He had only one course in 

Xhosa for his B A degree. It therefore stands to his credit that bet ween t hen 

a nd 19-B, he wns nb le to obtnin his ~~ r\ degree in Bantu Langunges 

(Linguisti cs) . 

In 1945 J ordan \1<1 · appointed to th e Depa rtment of Africa n Languages at 

Fot·t Hare . li e le ft thi post and he \l as appointed and accepted t he post of 

lect urer at the univet-- il} of Cape Town Hh ere he rema ined u nt il 196 111962 

when he obtained a felloHship to proceed over ·cas . \\.hile at CCT he bega n to 

develop n ne\1 method of teaching Xh osa to non- peaket-s. \l hich he pub lished 

a his Xh o ·a manua l. li e obt ai ned hi: Ph.D degn.·e in 1957 at the l!n iV(•rsi ty 

of Cape T o" n. \\" ith the ass ista nce of h is wife. Pri-;c illa . aho a "r ill' r . he 

tran. la ted hi - novel int o English undet· the titl e. ··\\.r ;t th or th r Ancest ors ' ' . 

li e '1:1S a n active a nd voca l opponent of aparth eid and the goven1mcnt 

educ:lt ional policic.-. I le also revised a book "ide I} u~ecl at -;c hon Is . E \\' C 

1\Ie ·atyw:l·s Xhosa idi om. l ie a lso publ ished an article \lh ich appc;Jred 111 

''A fri ca South " under the heading ··ToHa rd and Africa n Lit erat ttn·. ·· 

20 



\\"h en he'' '"' offe r ed a g rant t o ~ t ud~ o 'er cas in 1961. he was n~ fused a 

pa pot1 . o he left th e count r~ "ithout a ny d ocumen t. lie died in ~lad ison 

four } Ca r later a fter a long il lne . lly his dea th. South Africa in pa ti icula r 

and Africa in general lost one of h er a ble~ t on . H e left two othe r n ovels 

"h ich \\ere neve r publ i hed . They a re ·aid to be very good. J ordan· works 

are availab le from Lovedale Press . As a non-rac iali t he wo rked hand in hand 

\\ ith all the o ca lled r ac ial group. He held executive po·it ions in the ;\on

European unit y movem ent which had a its members . g r oup aftilia ted wit h 

Europea n. Colou r ed, African and Indian indi' iduals . 

Du r ing th e Poqo eli ·turba nce . the milit :-~n· had moved in a nd the peo ple in 

the Langa and :\yanga locat ions " er e repo t1 ed t o be tan ing. It \\:lS .J oe . as 

he \\:1. - popularly kno\\n t o hi_ f ri end . . togeth er \l ith hi. 11 ife. Ph ~ llis . "ho 

took t he m att e r u p "ith the R ed r os. :oc ic t ~ and ·upplic · q ui ckly reached 

tho..,e in th e loca ti on · and the ir plight " a - a ile' i.1 t ed. 

T h i lliog t·aph ical ' ketch of:\ C Jorcbn i. co lll'cte cl from 

(a) :outh African outlooks . Dec . l%8. \'ol 98 . 

(b) :\cw :\'at ion 



LITERATURE REVIE\ \' 

There are other critical works. wr itten about this no\'el "The wr ath of t he Ancest ors" 

but none of them covers the psychoanalytic e\·aluation of the book . We look at them 

presently. 

Qangule ( 1974) reads this novel ,, ith a deep empha~is on .. a study of conflict and t heme 

by A C Jordan. " He focuses on the plot con~truction and anal yses in accordance with 

its phases . namely the exposition, rise and dl'\elopmcnt, the cris is. the decline and 

catastrophe. Th is is essentially structurali~tic in .1pproach. He also conside rs the fact that 

in thi s novel there is a main plot and a sub-plot. He maint:J.ins that the sub-plot surrounds 

Mthunzini · s actions in the story. He also focuses on the interpretation of various 

confl icts which are driven by norms and , alues of tile societ\ as they are acceptable to . . 

others but at the same time they arc ent'orTL'd on those '' ho regard them as unacceptable. 

He also looks at the role or symbo!i..,rn in deprcttng the con llrct to bring out the theme of 

the story. H e says that the syrnboh U'>l'd b) Jordan are interpreted in terms of plot and 

theme. Qangule addresses the issue or thl' language and othL' r literary devices used by 

Jordan in his novel. He also pays .lt tention to the important peeches that ha\'e been 

uttered by certain charactL' rs and hL' foL"USL'S ;It them in relatiun with the theme of the 

sto ry. 
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K weta na (1987) in his at1 icle ent it led. A R econ ·truction of t h e Plot St ntcturc 

of A C J or·da n ·s Ingq um bo Yem inya nya pays a ttent ion to the recon truction 

of the plot tructu rc of th is novel. Kwetana in hi pa pe r criticises peop le like 

Qangule and J ohn R iordan for t heir forced a pplicat ion of the t r a diti ona l p lot 

structure in the novel, "The wrath of the Ancestors." H e asserts t ha t the 

d iffe r ent t em1s they use a nd the di ffe rence they have with the locations of a 

pa rticu lar pha e - the climax, for example - ind icates that the re is a n ow in 

thei r thinking. I n h i a rticle he po ints ou t t ha t Qangule is contradicting 

h im elf because in h i a t·ti cle (1 968 : 20) he menti on that the cr isis is r eached 

when Thembeka ki lls the sna ke bu t in hi the i , (197~) he a rgues that the 

crbi~ i conta ined in the fo llowi ng page . 11 3 - 162, and the decl ine i in 165-

22~ wh ich a ! o includes t he incident of the na ke . fu t1her m ore Riorda n is 

con fu ed a to where he sh ould locate t he c limax in the novel. 

K\H~tana u. e the plot t ructut·e of the folk ta le . lie contends that he has 

applied no fo t·ce on the truct t11·e. 

K \l eta na fi t · t he e phases accor di ngly in the following manneL The lac k is 

found a t the time Zanem vula had no ·on. Lacked L iq uid it y is r eached when 

Zanemv ula we nt to ee a wit ch-doct or a nd fin a lly got a son. A new Lack is 

the death of Zanem vu la . l\1th unzin i a nd Ama felanda,1onyc fetch Zwelinz ima 

to ta ke the p lace on the tlw one . An int er dicti on i reached whe n Za nem vula · 

in. truct ion a bout the Bhaca g irl i r·cvca lcd . Viola ti on i · re:1ched '' hen 

Z\\eli nzima re fu ·es to fo llow the instruction . At tem pted e ·capc i · r eached 



\\h en z ,\ el inzima hides in speedy reform. ·tage · of conseque nce are een at 

t h e time mishap after mishap befell Zwelinzima. Finally Zwelinzima accepts 

t he instruction about the Bhaca g irl and soon afte rward returned to his 

ance tor and this is ca ll ed a '·Return o r Rescue. " 

l'\yamende (199l) in hi a rticle entitled, '· Wh o reallv care if th e Ance tors are 

a n~rv", examines th e values of the ance tor t o th e \lpondomise people and 

h ow the dead can ru le the lives of the living being. li e a lso sc r een 

Z\\elinzima · return to \lpondomi e lnnd and it implication t o people ''hose 

lives are continually governed by the a nce ·t o r ·. 

lie a l 0 m entioned th e fact th a t , becaLLC Z\\ elinz ima \\a . educated . he refused 

to ma rry a Bhacn g irl a it wa · hi fat her · d~ing ,,i ·h. li e did not ca re 

about t he nrath and po · ible retaliati on of the :\nce: to r .. a · he opposed th e 

\\i~h of the living dead nhich is not th e mott o of thr .\lpondomi ·c people . o 

that is \\h y the ca lamit y befell his famil~. :\~ amende ( 1991 : 121 ) . a~s : 

At th i ~tage it i · enough to ob. (' ne that 

the cha n1ct e r .. in '·The \\Tath of the Ance'itor ... 

indeed believe that th e ·pirit of their 

ance. tor·s preva il over evc r·ything they do 

and th e~ . on th ei r par·t a re respons ible 

to the anccsto r·s a s wanls to patrons o r 

' e. sels to ·ow•r eigns . 



.\ltuze, (qu oted by 'tuli a nd S \\anepoe l in the book en titled ."outhern African 

Lit era ture in Africa n Languages (1993:55-56)) \\ho ·c appr oach is a feminist 

one, T hembeka (Z\\ el inzinw · s wife) is dra \\ n as a free woman, yet finds it 

d iffi cult to comprehend Thembeka · s O\ erall atti tude towa rd certain aspects of 

Xho a culture. Iler missionary educa tion and upbringing cannot be blamed 

for divorcing her from her own culture to such a n extent that she becomes a 

tota l foreigner t o her people. or cour c. the motivat ion for her behavi our is 

not difficult t o find . Thembeka is a fuoiti ve from Xho ·a cul ture . She i eo 

dri ven into thi<; ·t;lte by a gro · sense of .. a lienation '' a she reprc ent black 

people with a n identit y cr isi . who refu. e t o be identi fied with the black 

culture a nd \\hO wa nt to become p cudO-\\hi tc ·. 
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C ll :\ PTER T\YO 

DE\' ELOPI\'G A\' A\' :\L\'TICA L FRA\ lEWORK 

Psychonnnlysi. begnn ns a case obsenntion \\hich was join t ly ca rried ou t by 

Joseph Beue r a nd Sigmund Freud , both \'ienne e phys ic inns. and repo rted by 

them in 1893. They disco vered that a fo rgotten , repressed, emotiona lly 

d i turbing expe rience cou ld cn u c mentnl illne sand the em ot ional reliving of 

that e\'perie nce could bring abo ut an imprOH' ment in the patient· condi tion . 

from this tar·ting p oint. freud d eveloped a s~~ t e nwtic met hod of nnalysis a nd 

trentment of menta l illnc · \lhich he ca lled ·· p ~choan ;l l~ ·i ,. 

Frr u d coined the temr p ·ych oanaly is in 1896 to d e:c ri be th (• ne w type of 

th erap~ th nt i'i 11 ·ed to express 11 hat ha bren r·cp re~ ed by th e uncon ·ciou 

mi nd and t o r emember \\hat has bet' n r eg i ·ten' d t o the u nconsc ious mind 

(Gr·abe . 1986:88) . 

Thi th erapy a dem onstrat ed by fr r ucl in dicates t h:lt eve ry unco nsc ious or 

menta l illne -~ that migh t not be apparen t a t fir. t i founded on previous 

experience . In or der to unde r ·~tand the beh:n iour of a pcr·son it is necessary 

t o search hi<; ca l'lie r e:\. pcrie nces (n .·lat ing the pr·e. cnt '' ith t he pa-;t) 

par1icularly the emot ionall y up etting one.; or th o ·e 1\h ich arc '"forgott en '' by 

the ind ividual. Pe rhaps freud· m o.'> t end uring ins ight '' as his recog nition of 

hOI\ uncon~c iou · force · ca n influence behaviour· . (\\"eitc n: 1989) . 
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The method of free assoc iation was cli~co,·e red by Freud to a id recall. The 

u ·ua l procedure is t o have th e patient lie on a couch. as relaxed as possible, 

and to have him say whatever comes int o hi · mind . rega rdless of whether or 

not he considers it relevant. The supposit ion het·e is that in th is relaxed sta te 

of mind, uncensored ideas will be brought fot1h \\hich can be rela ted to 

earlier d istu rb ing experiences . 

Another techn ique employed by th e Psychoanaly ts t o uncover repressed 

unique materia l is th e int erpretation of dream~ . Freud postula tes tl1ree strata 

of mental li fe · the consciou ·. preconc.,c iou and the unconscious mind. T he 

con ciou is that pat·t of th e me nt a l life of which t he ind ividual is aware at any 

given time. Preconsciou is that part of\\ hich the ind ividual is ordinar ily not 

consciou but which ca n be brouoht to consciou.- ness on occa ·ions with out th e 
"' 

need of overcoming repre ·si011. 

The unconsciou is the most important of the ~tra t a . . \ cco rding to Freud. it is 

that a t·ea of the mrnta l orga nizn tion "h ich \Ia. eith r r neve r conscious or·, 

h;n ing been consc ious . wa - repres.·ed. Freud po:it ed tha t so-ca lled slips of the 

tongue a t·e ba ·eel u pon the inriuence ll f uncon ~c i ou -; n1oti n ' ·. 
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Freud al. o introd tr ces the layers of the mind b c~ id e · th o e He have a lready 

mentioned . lie introduces th e fo ll oHi ng p )Chic truct ures. id. ego and 

uperego. For Freud the id i the menta l agency that contains everyt hing 

inherited. e pecia lly the in tincts . Freud ·ee · the id as the innermost core of 

per ona li t) and it is closely linked to bio logical proces e . It seeks immediate 

ten ion reduct ion regardless of the consequences . He be lieved the impulses of 

the id to be ch iefl y sexual and nggre ·· i,e in tinct . The ego is a n outgrowth of 

the icl and it i-; indirect ly in contact \1 ith the extem a l '' or iel. It functi on is 

ruled by the rea lit y princi ple. Freud bel ieved that the uperego (both 

con ·ciou_ and unconsciou ·) internalize · the influence of the parent . It 

•·epr e.., <: nt the mora b a nd ·tandard of societ) that ha1 e become pati of the 

de1elopment of per ona li ty . uperego •·a i e th e individua l comciou in good 

a nd bad from 11 ha t he is told by the parents or from 'a lues and norms of 

\\hat "'JC iety e:\pected of him. The layer.;; menti oned b) Freud espec ial ly the 

upere!!_o i-. or grea t im portance for the u nde r ·tanding of oth er cultures. that 

i cultu r .11 Ia) l'J". 

lluln.1un (1986 : ~0) ha.., th is to 'iil) about this la) er: 

... it is ~h aped and determined b) the 

nonns and 1aluc ~)..,tcm of the culture 

Ollt.' g r011 ', II p Ill. 
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Freud referred to '' ha t he ca lled mcchani-.,111 of i:-olation "here any emot ion 

tha t migh t lend to ant i ocia l or immo1·a l impul ·rs pre ·cnt a threat to th e 

per on in that it makes him \\an t to do thing he know he should not do. 

The indi' idua l may adapt to this threat in vnriou \\ay both healthy nnd 

mentnlly unhenlthy ones. The child becomes unnble to expe rience the strong 

feeling · a nd lenrn to treat emot iona l ituat ion in a co ldly int ellect unl manner 

(Enqclopedia vol 16:228). 

Other techniqu e::. employed by Freud p.,~choa nnl ~ ts to uncover repres ed 

material is the int erprct :1t ion of d1·ean1.. In dream the re is ''hat is called a 

clre.1m content "hich comp ri. e of' image~ and idea · e:\p rcs ·eel in the drea m. 

According to Chap lin (1985) 

th e e are held to be oft" o fundamental t~ pe . The manifest cont ent. or latent 

content a it occur-., to th e dreamer (d ream ·t or ic tha t \\C 1·emcmbe r·) . which 

mu -. t be interprctt•d b~ the techniques of dream interpretat ion . . 

c ,-;,be. 19 ' -t a,-.,: 

"Freud et g rea t sto re h.' dream · 

a~ a mea ns of s tud ) ing the unCOII'>Cious . ·· 



In the condition of ·Jeep the force · of reprc ·')ion for Freud is relaxed. \\ith the 

re ult that uncon:-,ciou de in~ are rcpre ed in a ltered a nd often di tor1cd 

dream images. 

Conden ·ation and di placement are very importa nt activi ties in th e dream 

proces . Conclen ation shows a small difference between the manifest and 

latent dream narne l~thnt the manifest dream employ a smnller cont ent than 

the latent drea m. Di plncement ·tat e that in th e latent dream thoughts a re 

replaced 'ia a cha in of association \\ ith clement in the ma ni fest dream. 

~ igmund Freud de, clops different tage · of lif'e through \\h ich an indi"idual 

pa e. t hrough during his growth procc.'> . T he fir ·t one is the oral tage 

\\hich occur during th e first yea r of li fe . \\hen the baby is complete ly 

dcpen lent on others fo r the ali ·facti on of all need . The ccond one is the 

a nal t.tge and accord ing to freud . dt11·ing toilet tr·aining anal tagc may 

influencc lat er pcr')onal qualiti e.'> a nd conflict.'> . Th e third ·tagc is the phallic 

tage \\hich i') the pr riod in \\hirh the child ob.,ene: the diffe rence bet,\een 

male :mel female and C'l.pcr ience the tage ca ll ed the Oedipu complex \\hich 

\\ e e:\plained in C hapt er 1. 

At th i., ,<,!age for· Frcud on ly the male organ is r·ecog nizcd. In hi · "icw the 

little girl ha to be content \\i th the clitor·is . the (rqui,alent of the penis) 

rather than ,, ith the ,agina. The Oedipus complex i. the ch ild ·s unconscious 

desin~ for· .,r:\ ua l -;ati:-.faction \\ ith the parl'nt of the opposite sex . For Freud 
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th e Oedi p11~ comple:x is the cent er of des ire. repre s ion and se:xual ident ity . 

O r igirwlly he use the term Oedipus complex to refer to the boy · s des ire for 

the mother. Electra complex refers t o the corresponding desire of the girl for 

t he fa th er . \ lore recently Oed ipus complex i u ed ns a reference for both 

sexe . 

The boy, for in tance. uncon -c iously wi hes to take the father' s place with the 

mother , that he admi res th e fat her a nd wa nt to be like him. The child also 

comfo rt himself " ith repres ed conso la tions that t hough he ca n no longer 

compete "ith h i · fa th er in getting his moth er. h is fath er symbolizes the 

ocieta l oc ia l role he will foll ow in t he future. 

If the boy is una b le to succe -sfu lly o' ercome the O cclipu complex. he may be 

e:\u .1 ll y incapac ita ted for such a role. lie may pr·ivilrge the image of his 

mothe r a bo' e a ll other \\ omen. '' hich for Freud ma~ lea d to homose:xua lit y or 

r·ecognit ion 1 hat women a re ca ·t ra ted may ha ' e tra il! nat ized h irn ·o deep ly 

tha t he i. u nable to enj oy s: lli ,.f'~i ng St' '\u al rela ti onsh ip-; with them. :\l oreover 

the Oecl ipu cornp le:\ i · fo r Freud the beginni ng of mora lit y. conscience. law 

a nd a ll forms of oc ia l a nd religious a uthori ty (Eagleton. 1990:). 

Freud argued that j u'\t as the ind iv idua l passe · th rough na rciss ism to a stage 

of objec t fin ding to ma turit y. SociPty can theref'ore in a similar- way pass 

through a nimistic religious . o doc repre -sion. which implie: . as Freud lat er 

de, eluped in ci, il izat ion a nd its discontent s (1 930) th :1t ci,iliza t ion ent a ils a 
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progre · iH~ Iy g reat er bu rden of rr pre '> ion on the indi1 id ua l. f reud assumed 

that "uncivil ized" people in contra t a re total!) uninhibited. 

Freud belie1 e - t lwt a ll changes. either progre ivc or regrcs ivc. a re caused b y 

fru trat ion or ten ion . Freud · work \\:lS taken over by his scho lars who 

aorec a nd di. agree wit h some of his ' iews. One of th ose schola rs is Ca rl J ung. 

Carl Jung 

Carl Jung i · one of th e po. t-Freudian ~ 11h o put more ·trength a nd emphas is in 

th e grO\\th and development of the P'>)C hoa nal) ti c theory . The relntion hip 

beti\ CCn ju ng a nd Fr·eud \\a ruptu red irreparably 11hen Jung could no long 

accept th e imrnen e irnpor·tance tha t Freud placed on exualit y. Jung ca lled 

hi approach a nal)tical P~;ycho l ogy to diffe rent iat e it fr·om Freud ' s 

P )Choann lyt ic theor·). 

Alth ough man) theori-., t came to charac ter ize t ht·m~eh es as J ungia ns. Jung 

him'>elf often remar ked . " l am not a Jungia n and I do not " a nt a n)body to be 

a Jungian . 11 :1 111 people abo1 e al l to be thcrn-.,c lvc. :· Ju ng 1icwcd the 

llllCOII'>Ciou not j ust a-., the ·ou r-ce of in 'ltinc t. for him it 11 a · a vita l rich part 

of Cl cryone· life, more igni fi ca nt th a n the con~c i o u 11orld full of symbols 

cornrnunica tcd th rouglr dream · (\ lbcht•l 198 1 :.t8) . 
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J ung · s method t :w~ht individua l to become more rece pt ive to their· own 

dr·ea m . and to let the ir· unconscious en e a a gu ide fo r how to live. Jung 

al~o introduced hi t.; well-kn own theory t~pes . He di ·tinguished bet ween 

e:\trovert ed and int ro verted behaviour acco rding to the individua l' s atti tude 

tO\\:lrd per ana li ty tra it. Jung ugge ted that with extrover ion and 

intro,er ion, one i<.; dominant in the con ·ciou life \lhi le the other influences 

the u ncon cious ide of th e per anali ty. Ile a id: 

'· ... \\ e need to understand human. not 

only in t erm~ of th eir past but a l o in the 

light of their purpoc;es and goa l tri,·ing . " 

Acco rding to \\'c it en (1989: -1-l} intro1erts tend to be pre-occupied wi th the 

in ternal \\ Orld of th eir 011 n thought s . fN•Iing. a nd <:"\periences. Like J ung 

him elf. the) gem•rall) are ro nt emplat iH• and al oo f. In contrast. cxtrover·ts 

tend to be intc• r·c .. .,ted in the e"\ tem al 11 ori el of people a nd thing ·. The 

indi \ iduation prore-,s s t em ~ from the tot ali t~ or the p~ychc by a system of 

complementa r) rel:1tions.hip 11 hich promotes the maturation of the per a na li ty . 

Rather tha n free a""ociation, Jung u-,ed 11 hat he called "amp lificati on . " that is 

a d irected a<;">oc iat ion bringi ng in mot if..; and ~) mbol..; fr·om other sources to 

llrHicr -,tand the dream cont ent. 



Rot h Freud a nd Jung identified the fir t len~ l of the p~y ch e as con -c ious ness 

and a . cr1ed that it i. th e only level of th e mind of ''hich a nd individ ua l is 

d irectly a"are. 

Like Freud. Jung (1921:1933) empha ized the uncon ciou determina nts of 

persona lity. However . he proposed that the uncon cious con ists of two 

la)er . . The fir t laye r called the per onal unconscious. is e ·scntially the same 

a~ Freud· · ' er ion of the uncon~c i o u . The per· ·onal trrlcon cious house 

material tha t i not \\ ithin one · con cious awa renc becau ·c it ha been 

repre ed or fo rgott en. Jung th eorize th e £' '\i ." tence of a deeper layer which 

he ca lled the collect i' c uncon cious i · a torehou e of latent memory trace 

i 11 herit ed from our a nee. t ra I pa.-. t. 

Utrr1g I978 :i'\) ~:1}-'> in the introdu cti on qu oted h} John Freema n: 

" To Jungian~ th e dream b not a kind 

of <., t:lllda rdizccl cr} ptogr·am that can 

be decoded h} a glo-.; ·ar} of-"! mbol 

mea nings . It i" <111 int rg ral. import an t 

and person:1l e:'\pre-.,.,ion of the 

ind i\ idua l unCO nSCiOUS." 

Like Freud . Jung depended e'\ttn'>in.·ly 011 dream a n:lf_,.-, is in h i" trea tment of 

pnti r nt . Jung introduces the rc·ader to th e uncowciou . to tht• a r-rhetyp<.•s a nd 

'>}IJJbol., tha t fonn its l:wguage and to th r d rea nr\ b.' "!r ich it conlllllrll ica tc.s . 



Uung 1978:5) maint ;lins thnt. "The uncomciou n ·pect of nny e\ ent is revea led 

to u in dreams. \l here it appea rs not as n rntional thought but n a symbolic 

imaoe. A . a matt er of h blory . it wa the tudy of dreams thnt fir I enabled 

P )cho log i t to inve tigale the unconsciou a pect of conscious psychic 

e1·ent . ' 

Jung hnd the foll owing ob ervat ions to rmtke about Freud· wo r k. For Fr·eud 

if n dreamer i encouraged to go on talking about hi dream images and the 

thought that th e~e prompt in his mind, he will gi1e him elf nwny and revea l 

the uncon ciou background of his a ilments. in both 11hat he ay and what he 

delibera tely omit. r.,ay ing . 

It i-; ea ' to under land 11hv dreamer tend to igno re and C\Cil deny the . . . 

me age of th eir dn•ams. on ciou ne~s natural!) re i ·t an~ thing uncon cious 

and unkno '1 n. 

Jung (1978: -lS) ..,a~'): 

"I f \IC a re to r.,ee thing · in their right 

pe r~pecti1e, 11e need to under--taml 

the pa'il of ma n as \1 e ll a It is pre. en t. 

That i 11hy a n under--tanding of 

m ~ t hs and 'iymbols are of es ·ent ia l 

. t ,, tn tpor ance. 
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Jung de cribed the se lf a the totality of the whole p }Che, in order to 

di tinguish it from the "ego" which constit utes only a small part of the total 

P yche. Von- Franz one of Jung· s studen ts describe the self as an inner 

guiding facto r that i different from the conscious personality and that can be 

gra ped only th rough the inve tigation of one·s own dreams. The realization 

of the uniqueuess in the in div idual man is the goal of the proces of 

indi\ iduation . 

Referring to the dynami m of thi concept of individuation, Jung (1 978 :164) 

a er-r that : 

'' The proce of individuation i real 

on ly if the indi vid ua l i awa re of it 

and consciously makes a living 

connect ion with it.' 

Through dream · one becomes acq ua int ed with a pect~ of one · on n 

per una lit .\ that for \ariou rca on one has preferred not to look at too 

clo ely. Thi i \\hat Jung ca lled •· the rea li z<1 tion of the hadow." 

For· Jung th e shadow i not the whole of the unron ·ciou per ·onality. It 

repn'. ent unkno,\n or little known attribute nnd qua liti e of the ego aspects 

that mo th belono to the per ona l . pher·e and that could ju f a · well be 
. 0 

con<..eiou . 



len indi1idualm.d.;e · an a rt cmpt to .·ce IJi'i ~ IJa dOII, he become aware of (a nd 

oflc·n a hamed of ) tho ·equal ities and impu t-E~:, he denies in himself but can be 

een in other people :,uch thing as egot i. m. mental l:uine a nd unrea l 

fant a ie . 

Ju n,g a l o int r oduced what he ca lled a dream hadow "here in a dream a 

per. on of the a me e:\ . u ua llv u nident ifiabl e as a rea l pe r on who is known 

in the dreamrr· current life and 11ho ha cct1ai n neg.1ti1e att t·ibut cs or is 

1\ holl.'- bad. i~ kn o" " as the :- haclo11 dream figure. In addition to J ung ·s 

hado" clrca ll! theory. 

\Yilmcr (19 8:5 ) . '>a.' ·: 

J un g had hi: o" n 1111 t a 11 d b o I h 

phiJo-..opiJ) of practic:tf li 'IC of til l• 

a rchet _1 pt•:, in thc t·ap). The archcty pe 

i-.. the tcndcnc) to form motifs. It i.., 

the lioh tr nino 11 ll ich dr<111 · our 
"' e. 

at ten tion. :\ rclll'l _\ pcs arc not 

inherit ed imagc'i . th ey ;Jr<.> rorfll 

to 11hich our cultu re a nd life 

C'I. J)eril' II CC oi\l' ~~~IJ~taiJC(' . 
"' 



The anima and an imu are. inter a lia . t \\ O e\amplt•s of Jungian archetypes . 

Thee archet}pc appear in dreams. fant asie . 'i ion ·. cr·en tive th oughts anti 

ima2ination . 

(Jung. 1978 : 186) interpreted them ns vngue feelings and moods. cnpacity for 

per ona l lo\ e . Ifc furth er .... tat es that in its individual manife tation the 

cha racter of a ma n· nnima i. a-; a rule ~hapcd bv hi - mother. 

\\ ithin th e uncomciou.11 of \\O men. there i'> an oppo it e or mn culine p yche. 

the a nimu . f or Jung. the aninur i ba ica lly influenced by a woman' s 

L1t he r. He al o maintained that each one of 11 • to some degr·cc. is both ma le 

a nd fem.1 le , \lithin th em i..., the persona lit y of the oppo. it e -,ex . .\len a re not 

al l men. \\ Olllen are not a ll \I Onr (• n. 

:\part from the a ho re a rc h ei~JH.' " Jung abo mah.es a reference to '1hat he ca lls 

th r hero a rchet)pt' . \\ ilmer ( 1 9~1\ :110) introduce.'> it a · folio" ": 

The hero·~ ma in ta k i..., to OH' IT Oil H' 

th t• IIH)JJ'>t er of clarknes'> . to bring the 

t riuruph of good O\ er l' \ if. a nd the 

d ominion of COll ...,C iOliSIH.'SS 0 \ Cr the 

lll lt"O n'>CiOll'> ne '> · 

J ' 



L \ C \\" 

.Jacque Laca n ''ho ' 'a a fre nch Ps.' choa n:tl_, t i ,·al ua blc for the study of 

p .'choana!.' s is . Thi!-J th cor_\ '' as used by lit era ry critics a nd " ill thu be 

appli<.'d on the se lected tc:-..t. 

Lacan· · theo ry progrc~sc · a long four dr , clopmental tagc na mclv . bil1h . 

mirror. accc-. to languagt'. der clopmcnt uf de ire and oed ipus complex. 

Lacan permit '' " to exp lore tiH' relat ion!-J betH ern th r unconsciOlJS a nd hu m:-~ n 

'>OCJl'l.'. O ne " a.' to dc~c ribc hi .., " or k i · to ~a.' th at he m;1kc u - recognize 

that the unco n-..c ious i · not some ki nd of a ~eet h i ng . tunlll ltu ou -. pri,·;lt c a nd 

\1 ith one a not he•·. Th e u ncO il ciou · i.'. . -;o to peal, , " out ide '" rat her th a n 

""ithin" '"' · (Eag leton 1990) . 

For L:tc:lll th e uJ JCOn-.c iou-, is nwn· th a n !ll c <.,O:JJTe of prima l in ... t inct · tha t arc 

random!.' connec ted to idea <., a nd image~ . Laca n ... er the unco n~c i ou s as 

com in!! into bcin.!.! a t the sam <.' t ime "ith litera r~ lan.!.!l Jage: "hile 

..,imuJta JH'Ill J.., J.\ be ing the prod lJ Ct of' l:lll !.!lltlgt• . 

. \ ccordi n!! to La r;lll: the fir..,t Jo.., .., in thl' h i-; tor_, of the _. lJhject O<.T lJrs a t h i•·th 

and j, orc.t..,ionl'd h.' the impo.., -; ihi lit y of be ing 1nale a nd female at the sa me 

time Gr.1hc J9Sfl) . 
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One of the Laca nian 'ie,, s i · tha t the le\.t doe not contain a fixed mea nino o • 

but take · on meaning on l~ to conceal a deeper gap : beh ind th e text i- a n 

uncomc iou s~ ste rn of rep re ed meaning '' ho.-,e root lie in desi re. 

Lacan · read ing of the Purloined Lett er can be con idered as a reading in 

terms of a certain concept ion of the human subject that he wa nts to 

demon t rate and de, elop. Characteri-"tic- of hi force on the s ubject is the 

impor·tnnce of br inging ~u bject de ire . language and kno ' ' ledge into play 

(Laca n 1966:9- 10) . 

.-\c ·ordi no to Lacan an indi' idua l i · not born Jur man lwt only becomes so 

tlu ough incorpo rat ion in to a socia l and cultt rral order . pec ial ly h tlllla n 

. ubj ecti,it_v come · int o being tlu ·ough ~ubjec t ion to t he symbol ic or der·. the 

ord l·r of " Othe rness' ' . in \\ hich ''e can el i t ingui '-> h our~eh·c: from other · an d 

refu· to our~<'h es :l'-> "["'(!)(>Beer 1987:12). 

Acre-, to the ~.\ln bo lic order proceed-" b~ ''a~ of th e "mi rror '->lagc ' ' . in ''hich 

the child :l'->. tlllJC · ihclf to be the " Ot her " it '->l'e'-i rcflcrl ('d . a nd models it self 

upon it<, image:. Laca n refers to thi -; .-. tate a.., the l mugitWt)' swte . 

..)0 



For the fir t time the chi ld e:xperi encing itse lf a · a n idea l completene s a nd a 

el i. intrg ,·at ed '' hole. a d i.<-. int egn1tion '' h ich become unified on ly in th e min·or 

tage. The ch ild der ives itself from other per ·on · other thnn it self, its iden l 

model a t thi ·tage i the mother . The child e"per iences the de ·ire for the 

mot her. 

Laca n hold that the uncon ciou doe not e:xi t in thi prelingu ist ic and pre-

Oedipu taue because it i · not cha racterized b_, a ny e"per ienced or recognized 

rep re-..., ion of de-, ire ~ct. (G rabe 1986) 

If ''e imag ine a -;ma ll chi ld cont emplating it ·ell" in a mir ror we ca n see how. 

from "ithin thi "i imagina ry st:1t e of being. the child· · fi r. t development of a n 

ego. of a n int egrated elf- imagl' . beg in to ha ppen. 

Eaglewn (1990: 16-t) . -,a _~ s : 

'J h i elf. a "i I he mirror ;,i t tJ:t l ion 

-, uggcsts . i ~ e~ 'ie J tli:t ll y n:l rci .... si .... ti c. 

l"ind ino I ha t "I" ' n•l"lccted back to 
b 

mw. eh e~ by omr object or person 

in the \IOrld. 

·\ s the child gro\\ · u p. it "ill continue to ma l.:e ..,uch im:1gina r.' identificat ions 

" ith ohjL•rts. a nd th is is ho11 its ego \ 1 ill he built up . . \ It hough it..; J"t' l:lt ion to 
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thi image i., .... till an irna~ina r~ kind. it ha · begu n the process of constructi ng a 

cen ter· of elf and becomes able to imagine it elf as a coherent and sc lf

go q ?rning entity . Such an inwge i · ~na ilable to the child when he/she sees 

hi , her 0\\ 11 renection in th e mi r-ror. 

Lacan writ es that t his a ump tion of a specu la image by th e child wou ld seem 

to e:\hibit the symbolic matr ix in \lhich the ·I " i. precipita ted in a primordia l 

form. before it i objectified in the dialectic of identificat ion with the other , a 

dialectic Hhich rest on hi 'i famou chema (1966:53) and before language 

re ·torc., to it, in the uniH~rs:1 l. its functio n a~ a <,ubj ect. 

The image " hich the small child ·ce · in th e mirror loca te the !>t rength of the 

ego in a dimen ·ion of se lf-deception that \Iii! h:ne an al ienated effect on the 

child· · e\i. tence. 

Refe rring to th e imaginar~. \lhich i'> the pha '>e of identif'icat ion . Lacan has 

thi to "a) : 

It i'> preci'>e l~ · tl li., re;Jim of im :t!.!l'S 

in \lhich \ IC make identi fic ation-;. hut 

in th e \ Cr) act of doi ng . o a rc led to 

rni\percei' e and mi Tecognizc our:eh C!'.. 

The mi-.recogn it ion form .-. the fu ndament :ll 

!'>tnrrtu rc of the mirror inwge. The mirror 



"tage. Lacan n ·ma r ks i-; 

·· the moment tha t deci-; i\'(• ly tilL 

a ll of huma n kno'' ledge int o 

mcdiat i a tion through de ire of the 

other with thi rema r k de ire 

enters the (narci sist ic) pic tu re··. 

lhe n.·cou r~e to th e m~ th of :'\arc is~ i -.m ent ail t'' o moments \\ h ich . Laca n 

nrgul''>. are all too often forgot ten in p ·~ ch oana ly ·i . Fi1 t. the fact that 

:'\arci tL . in t he m} th. i not m(• rel} in lo' e \l ith him r lf. b ut rather "ith an 

im:!gl' of hi nN~ I f. 'econd l~ . the fac t tha t :\ :11-c i') ·u . fa ·cinat ion with this 

imaLe lead h im to t;t kc hi -; 0 11 11 life. Lacan links the '> Uicida l effect of the 

\ 'an i' U'> m~th to th e procc ·· of ident ifica t ion a nd to it · aggres. ive 

con'NJUl' IlCC a" a lre;td~ mentioned ( \ \' eber. 1991 ) . 

Tl!l· lhi ld con..,ickr-. th e m irror image -,ta~e a '> a n adequate rt' present at ion of 

it ~llf. Then· i -. til l no room for the ot her. Tlti .., moment of elf- identificat ion 

i cruc ia l ht'ca u-;e it reprc ·enh a perma nent t e ncle n c~ of the indiv id tia l '' hich 

lead' him th roughout life to eck and ro.,tcr the ima!!ina r~ "holenr · of a n 

idr.ll l !.!O . 

T IH ..,tructure of langua ge i-. ma rked \l ith societa l im pe 1 ·a ti n~s a ncl taboos. 

Dl' Bt lr (.Jm.rna l 191'!7 . \ OI. 3:13) ' ' rit e-; thus : 
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T he fath er li i!,!nifi eli th e Ia\\. the 

~~ mbolic Ia w of cul ture. \\ ll ich i · in 

the fir t place the soc ia l taboo on 

ince t: the child is di turbed in 

it. relation with it mother, a nd 

must begin to recognize in the 

figure of the fa ther tha t the wide r 

famil ia r a nd oc ial net work ex ist 

of \\llich it iii only pa r1 (the child" s 

ci t•<.. ire i be ing d r iven int o the 

llllCO n'lC iuu ) . 

The ~ mbolic orde r open a \\ ori el of meaning . gi' ing the child a name 

nhrrl'b~ it can .... itua te it e lf \\ ill! respec t to it · fat her and mother as long as 

till' ch ild i..; t'H' r~ thi ng to th e mother th e desire of the other coincides \\ ith the 

de ire fo r· tiH' child a nd no lack i') C'\per iencecl b.' the chi ld . As -,oon as the 

de-.in• of the mot her C:ll l no longer full _\ be met b~ the chi ld the immediate 

bond hl't" een moth er a nd ch ild i lost a nd cle-, ire i · co rhti tut ed. 

De llrer ( 1987 : 1-J) ·a~ s tha t. 

"'Thr mot iH' r· - image .stands for 

the fir""t objec t of the chil d "-; 

narc is-; i.'>ti c a tt achment 

and :1 11 image of the child ·-; 



o.,e lf-lo1 (' . or IO\'C' for his 011 n 

body. For his 011 n image . . 

ina ugurat ing is a type of mirroring 

,·elat ion hip tha t Lacan ca ll 

•· Imagery. " 

The fir t appea rance of the Jaw, a nd opening up of unconsciou desire. occur 

at th e ame moment; it is on ly 11 hen the child addJO\\Iedges the taboo or 

prohibition 11hich the fa th er s~ mb o lizes tha t it rep re e its guilt y des ire, a nd 

that de ·ire i 11 hat i ca lled th e tlllCO nsciou -. 

E\p ll' ·: ing h is 'i c11 on th e aiH> r e uhjec t. Felma n (I 987: 10~) contends thus : 

The fa th er (o r the fa th er· · na me) a · 

a ~~ mhol of th e Law of incest 

prohibition. ~ land -.. on til e oth er hand 

for the first a uthor it a ti' c .. no .. the fir~ t 

·oc ial irnperatiH· of renunc ia tion. 

inaugur·at ing through this ca. !ration 

of the chi ld' origirw l cle ·in' . both the 

rcces it ~ of repr c.-,~ ion a nd the proce.., · 

of a S} mbolic uh -,t it ut ion of obj ects of 

dco., ire. 11 hich Lac;lll calls the ·yrnholic. 
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for Lacan . th e pha li!J mmt he und cr~ t ood a: that \lh ich marks the pa sage 

from the imaginnr_\ to th e symbolic. from dema nd to dc· ·irc. as a disco ntinuit y 

a nd connie! one. He af o a rgues tha t ca !ration pre-suppo rs the con' iction 

that a ll human beings have a peni . the phallus is thu ituat cd, deci iYely and 

iucisi, ely. 011 the border th at cparates the imaginary from the symbolic. 

,\ ccord ing to Lacan the supernatural is more emotiona lly diverse than the 

ublime . it add - more c~d c n i\'e pO!-.'>ibilitie · of terror an d a '1e a · well as 

e\altat ion . Laca n ma int ain~ tha t the expre . ion of a de ire in language is at 

the ..,a me time an admi ··ion of defiance or lack bcc:lll.·e the absence of 

·ati,fact ion ha to be accept ed . li e a l o a ·er1 that in th e ·ig nif} ing network 

of the uncorL·ciou C\ ery \I Onl indicate the ab,ence of \I hat it ·tands for . 

Lacan a · cr t. that th e mirror image is ·till. hoHe,·er·. a n alienated one. The 

unit ~ that d t• , c f op~ i.., a ~plit uni ty. Th e child "mi rrcognist>~" itself in it. Tlw 

irna~ina r} for La can i-; !Jrec i..,c l_v thi~ r ra fm of imag(''i in Hhich \I C ma h• 

id t•ntill ra ti on-; but 111 the H' r} ;rct of do ing :o a re fl'f"l to rni~pe rce i' c and 

mi...,recogni e our-;rh t''· 

La can 111:1 i nt :1 i 11 that Janouaor \1 orks bv ucl r a moH·mrnt from Olll' signifier ..., ~ . . 

to anot her. Thi Jack \1 hich la 11gu:-rge striYe · contiru ra lf_, It> !'ill b} nro' ing 

from one innifirr to anot her i the ~ource of dr-;ire . .., 
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The phallus . for Laca n operate as th e pure representation of ab ·ence a 

repn•..,en tntion that is pure beca u ·e it repre. ent nothing. a nd hence. coincides. 

qua repre enta tion. Hith what it represents . \\ithou t leavi ng the s light est trace 

or re idence. 

A Lacan renw rk , th e phallus is the pri,ileged ignified of the mark in which 

the role of the logo- and the arri val of desire comerge . 

AO L[R 

It i a l ·o important to in rl udc some of Alfred :\dler· .., 'ieHS of ind ividua l 

p ~ cho log~. 

Like jung. Ad ler ( 1927) argued that freud had gone tl\e rboard in centering 

hi theo ry arou nd ..,c,tw l conrlict . Adler 'ic \1 eel ~ t ri' ing fo r ":>Upe riorit y as a 

uni ' c·r a l clri' e to ad ;1pt. im pron• om•:-.e lf. and ma le r life ·.., cha llenges . 

The .... e ea rl) inferiorit~ feel ing"> ·uppo-,ed l) nJoti,ate u -. to acqu ire new s kills 

and cfe, clop Ill' \\ talent-;. Thu 'i Ad iPr nwintaincd tlw t .... tri ' ing fo r· su peri orit y 

\\:l't the pri111e goal of life, rat her th an phy ic: tl gra t ific;Jtio n (a-; suggested by 

Freud) . .-\dler thought th at either pa1-cnt al pamperin~ or parent a l neglect 

could ca u<.e an inf(Tilwity complex. 

Weiten . (1989:-t-l) a;,-;erts that: 
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ln.'> tead of ''or king to ma-;trr life ·s 

challenges. people wit h an in feri o rit~ 

comple:\ \1 ork to achieve ·tat us. ga in 

p0\1 er O\ er others . and acquire the 

t rapping of succe s . However, the 

prob lem i that such people engage 

in unconsciou elf-dccept ion. '' OIT) ing 

more ab out appea rance than rea lit). 

It ,,,l .\ d lcr \l ho fir t f'ocu ·ed attention on the po iblc impor·t a ncc of b ir1h 

or dt·r a a fnct<H· governing per .. onality. lie noted thnt only children. 

fir . 'lorn ·. econd children nnd ·uiJ ·cqu cnt ch ildren ent er very diffe rent social 

ern iron mcnb that ar·e liJ.:e l.' to affect their per onalit .'. Th us. he theorized 

tha t l hi ld ren " ith out '> ibling arc ort en spo iled h) l':\ CC'>. i\(~ attention from 

pare:nh . 

To .\d lcr. tlH' ca use or conflict-" HaS more .s u perl"ic iall~ determined by facto r·.s 

'>ll l'h a in fc r·i oril) O\ e r social ta tu '>. inadequate ph~ . iea l end 0\1 mcnt. sexual 

\\(':tktH'""· nnd di-,crilllinatinn. 

A pet·-.on "ith per: ecut ory delusions i-; called para noid. lie 0 1· ~ h e ma~ 

become -"U'> pi<:io us of fr ·iends an d r-c lat i' es . fear of heint: poisoned . or complain 

of being \la tched. folloHcd. and ta lked about. So called " nwtivator· · ·" 

crimt·-. . "hen a n indi\ icl ual :tttac J.:s or kill · omt•one for no apparent c;tusc. 



are ..,omet ime ..., con11ni11 ed b_r people \1 ho arc la ter diagno. cd as suffe ring from 

par.llJOid -ch it.ophrcnia . (.\tkinson et al 1981:-t73) . 

In the \\ell-known ·tor) by James Th urber (19-t2 . a · quo ted by Atikson : 473), 

a mild-mannered man named Walter i\I itty enter1ai n himself with a series of 

elabo rate fa nta ie in \1 hich he i a fea rle a nd po,1 erfu l figlll-e. Although 

rno t people do not achieve \\'alter :\I itty· flioht of fa ncy. almo tall of us 

"pend ome ti me each day ab ')o rbccl in ou r 0\111 th ought and inwgc - creating 

and plan ni ng. th ink ing through prob lem . reli,·ing pa t events, or ju ·t let ting 

our mind adrift. \\'c ca ll thi · stat e of con ciou ne dav-dreamino arc 
- b 

ple.1 :111t fanta ie abou t the fut ur ·c . . \Ia ny people abo ha ' c a nxiou day-

dre<lll l - in Hhich flee ting worric di-,tract th(·m from Hha t they arc doing. 

Da) -i r·ca ming li la) he a creat i\ e wa) to relie' e boredom or· ;1 \lilY to wo rk out 

un ,llned prob lem and tlllrr~ohcd feeling: . 



THE RELATIOASHIP BETH.EE.V PSYCHOANAL YSIS 

AlvD LITERA TURE 

Thanks to the bi11h of ps}ch oana l)~ is int o literature. it can now be pt·oved 

tha t ps) choa nalysi and literature a re not incom pat ib le. Yesterday it was seen 

a one of the mi lea ding a pproaches bu t toda ) " e a re looking at its value int o 

lite ra ture. 

1 he rela tion hip bet \\ ee n the p }Choa naiy -is a nd lit era ture is a lso upport ed 

by d ifferent p ychoa nal .\ t ic th eo ri t . j ;1cque Lacan (1 977) emph asises the 

u e 1f languaoe in th e lit ernry text us ing p<;ychoanal_, ·i · a · a backgr ound. He 

fu 11her -;ta te th at the point of co nt act bet" een P"~ ch oa na l _, s i · a nd literature 

ntu ~t ob1 iou ly be the na ture of a ce r1 a in Ia nguagt•. 

\ \'edek and \\ 'a r ren (1982 :8 1) a. -.e rt th ;tt: 

fi) p -.)c h o log ~ of lit era tu n•. '' e ma_, mea n 

the P'>}Chologica l tudy of the 11riter. as type 

a nd a ., incf i, idual. or the s tud} of the creati1e 

p roce~ -.. or th e tud) of the p'>)Chologira l ' ·' JH'" 

nnd la w· pre ent "ith in '' ork-; of lit era ture 

or . fi nally. the effect of lit e•·a tu•·e upon ih 
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rea ders. They aL o maintain that the poet is the 

··pos">C'S'>t'd." he i · unl ike o ther men at once 

le a nd more. a nd the uncon cious out of 

\\hich he speaks is felt to be at once su pera t ional. 

Freud . (I986:I29) t·efer to the words which Freud \\rote in the last yea r of his 

life. he says t h u : 

The concept oft he unconscio11s ha 

long been knocking at the gate.- of 

ps} chology and a ·king to be let in . 

Philosophy and literature hare orten 

to} ed " i 1 h it. ... 

Jef fe r on cont end <., th at th e reason ,11Jy it b app ropria te for the psychoanaly. t 

to pt>ak about lit erat 11re i · that it ha ., something to -..a} about language. It i 

fir~ t and fon·m o<.,t th e tall-.ing cure. for it i-; out of the dia logue bet ween 

l'atient nnd an:tl}'>l'> that the tiH·rap_, proceed ... . the diag no tic material being 

:\ ,nriant on the analogicalmocll'l i~ th e spec ificat ion model. 11hich ent :1i ls the 

u e of p } choa na I_, -;i-; as a .. _ earchlight th eo r~ ... :tl lo11 ing specific features of 

lc:' '\h ot· rcad ino to he illuminated ·omet imes e'l.plain<'d br tnea n · of 
~ -

P!>}choanal}tic concept . 
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Ba l ( 1 98 ~:28 6 ) '>:l}S that the import a nt feat ure of the s pec ifica tion model is th e 

po'>sibil it} it offer·s of using psychoanaf} ti c concepts to expan d lit crnry theory 

b~ mean of hermeneutic s pecifica tion. The pu r pose of such cxpan ·ion is not 

to ecure th e contribution of psych oanaly i'> to the inte rpretat ion of the 

litera ry te'\t, b ut to gll in access, as it were, to uch literary cha racteristics as 

nwta ph or a nd character, hence to inform the concept of lit erature " ithout 

!th ing ~ ioht of the lit erary object it el f. 

:\ ccord ing to the med ical model th e lit erar.' text i u ed a a document for 

P"~ choana f~ is . Jung maintained th at p~~ ch oanal_\ ·i- ca n be applied to 

lit entture becau e th e creation of :u·t i a P" ~ cholog ica l proce · · .. \loleko 

( 19'2 :27) '>a} "i Jung u ·ed the \l Ord a r·t to mean the persona lit y which includes 

the con-cious and trrtconsc iou- beha ,·iour . thought nnd fcrlingc;; of each 

indi ' icl u:tl inflrr enced b} the h i tor ical p:1~ t a nd the ocia l ideo logy. 

La r:111 belieH•rl tha t p }Choana l)t ir p er~p<'cti, c · in lit erar} ludy rnu ~ t 

ult ima te!_, be deri, ed from the cor1' icti on that the materials on \lhich they 

e'\ercbe th eir pO\I t' r 'i of analy 'iis a rc in some sen ·e th e ·ame : that the 

<..t ructure o f" literature is in some ~t·n-;c th e \lnrctu n• of the mind. Ltca n nlso 

decla re th;lt the uncort'>c iou. is ~tructured in th e ~:line " a.' as literary 

language . It i~ al-;o s:1 id that p }Chofogy can illumin:t tc th L' cr·cati\'e procc ·s . 

\\':' rTen and \\"cllek nssed tha t ·· Cha ract l'rs in pi:J_, - a nd non· ls a1·c judged 

h! u., to he fJ \:r clw logically rruc. S itllation-; are pr·ai .,<'d a nd plot-; accepted 
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becau. e of thi S<lllle quality. Sometime a p ~ c h o l og ica l thc01·y. held either 

con ciou ·ly or dimly by an auth or , seems to fit a figure or a s ituation ." 

Wa rren and \\'ellek maintain that the lit erary man is a pecial ist in 

as oc iation, dissociat ion, rccombirw tion (ma king a new whole out of elements 

cpa rat ely experienced). f or a poet. the \\ ord i not prim :11·ily a ' sign" a 

t ran parent count er. but a symbol. valuable fo r itself a we ll as in its capacity 

of repre cntative. Poets normally u: e \\ Ords .. ~mbo lically." 
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CHAPTER 3 

.JORDAN CONFRONTi l\G HIS C HAR ACTERS 

A summarv of the nove l 

" The Wrath of the Ancestor is one of the most exce llent wod~s among ·t the 

Xh o a novels . It deal. \1 ith th e belief a nd cu toms of the peop le who belong 

to the \Ipondomi e ocir ty . 

Thi · no' el tell 11 about chief Zanem,·ula 11 ho ·e 11 ife could n· t bea r· children 

bu t d ue to th e help of the traclitio n:-~ 1 IH•;tlcr · he ma nage · to gi\' e b ir1h t o a 

baby bo} cal led Z\\el imima . At thi. time Zanennula ·s hea lth was not good , 

he could not do hi \\ Ork a · before, ·o hi-; brother . Dingincla wo reig ned until 

z \\(:' linz ima reache a C<' r1 a in age. J ca l o u ·~ ovcrpO\I ercd Dinginclawo. li e 

pla nned to ki ll Z11C iinzima b_r sending d" a rfs (oothikolo-.he) "it h the cl og to 

b it e him. Ding inda" o · 11 it ch cra ft fails becau -;e Z.1nem1 ula ta ke-; t he ad\'icc 

of th e trad itional healer· a nd instruct') the coun ell or to take the child to 

E he hegu a nd hide him t here. \\"hen he reach t<., a uitahle age they would 

fetch him to tnl'e up his po ition on the throne. 

Zanennula · - headmen pre t end~ a if th e~ were t;Jk ing z ,,rJ inzima to th e sea . 

() 11 their return home Za nemnrla · headmen gi1 e a fa lse rrpor·t tha t 

Z11 elinzima died on the way to the sea. 
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L Heli rllirna '' <l'i ta ken to his uncle Ccinizibele fo r protection. lie i • ·a i~cd by 

his lllllle a nd his '' ife ,\lambhclc . \\'h ile tud~ ing at a tertia ry instituti on 

z ,, elinzima i a ppronchcd by ~Iphuthumi ''ho reveals C\ Crything about his 

king hip. He (~lphuthumi ) a ks Zwel inzima to go back home to lead his 

people beca u e they nerd him. At this time Z\1 elinzima i in love with 

Thembeh.a Khalipha. z,, elinzima · s retu rn to the Royal House of J ola is 

ca refull~ a rranged by ~lphuthumi. Dabula . :'\g~abane a nd other e lders of th e 

\lpondorni e clan . 

\lthurlL ini comt•s across \lphuthumi · correspondence '' ith z,,rJinzima and 

he ta h. es the information to Ding indawo th at Z\\elinzima ,\ laj ola is ti ll a live 

a nd he i on hi 'i '' a} back to take his po ition on the th ro ne. Ding indawo, 

\Ithu nzini a nd other t rad itionalists plnn to kill z,, elim irna before he could 

a rriq~ at hi · fath edand. Cn fortti nat P I~ their plan <, failed bccau~e Zwclinzi ma 

reache.., the place sa f"Pl) without being killed on thP ''a~. After Zwelimima ·s 

ina uguration he is a<,ked to take a ,, ire. It i~ at thi: poin t \IIH·n :\gxabane 

re\ eal <. the ll C\ \.., that Zanemn!la ll'ft a cl~ ing \\ i-.h that hi;; SO il z,,e linzima 

hould marr~ a Bhaca gi rl. The co nflict ar ise · becau e ed uca ti ona list arc 

<!gain t the fact that ZH elinzima ~hnuld mar ry a Bhaca gi rl. They suggest 

tha t z,, eJinzinlil must he gi, en a chance to ch oose hi-, O\\ll \life. 
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[q•ntually z \,Cii nzirna marries a woman of hi choice . Thembeka Khalipha. 

From that da) on. Z"el inzima realize.· that the traditional i~t s are against him. 

He al'io real ise tha t they a re aga inst l\oba ntu · (Thembeka) actions. They 

claim tha t l\obant u doe not show respect. he dre e as one of the J ola 

girl . Thembel'a a nd Zwe linzima doe not upport a ny customs a nd ritu a ls 

obsened by the J ola Fam ily. Instead they both plan to dismiss them. 

Thembeka falls p regnant. She drl iver the child at the ho pital a nd this act 

again '>t the J ola cu ~ toms . lt was a hot . ummer day and the child wa st ill 

you ng. Thembeka a nd other \\ Omen in the fam il) ga th t·re cl un de r th e tree a nd 

did some handwo rk. \\"hen Thenrbeka look · at her chi ld ·he notice a s na ke 

(lnl, \\akh\\ a) coi led around hirn. She become a ng r~ . a nd bru tally kills t he 

s na ke. The elder of the hou t•ho ld tried to top her but failed. Aft er this 

incrdent the Jola fam il~ d irected their an~e r at Z"c li ll7imn. Th ey blnme him 

for man·~ ing an educated \\ oman . 

Thrmhcka lot her mi nd. She la ughed at an~ thing eH·n if ther ·e is nothing to 

laugh at. 'he la ugh · \\h en the CO \\ S f'or lobola of the Bhaca gi rl arc dri ven 

out of the kraal. ller illne ·s IIC'\l' r ·topped un til one da) she takes her -on 

a nd ru ns to th e tu rbulen t r irer \\here they both dr·o \\11. Arter this tnlgt•cly, 

Z \\Ciinl.ima behave · ~tra ngc l _r . li e iso lat e<; him '>el f' from other pt•o ple and even 

n .•j ech food. One da} a rt cr .\l phuthu mi ·" vi:, it he dr o" ,,.., himself in the same 
• 

riH~r . Dingi ndil\\0 a nd .\ Ithrrnzini rrrn <l\\:1)' from t iH'ir· homes. Their evi l 
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In the ·ccti on th:1 t foll ows we sc rut inize the moH·ments . ~ay i ngs . act ions a nd 

beh:n iou r p.1ttern of Jo rdan· s major characte r~ . 

Z\\'ELI~Zii\ lA 

II i behav iour will be traced back to h is childhood (persona l 

experience) 

z ,, eli nzima · ~ growth was not mon it ored by his b iologica l parents. Th is 

a i ·o rai~e doubts if he rea lly ''ent through his Oed ipus complex. 

C-e Of l :111gua~e tO rCH:a J hi. UIICOII CiOU t hough t 

Lack of confidence (r·e ,·e:Jied in his oliloq u_\) 

lli ignora nce or\ radit ions 

II i de~ i re (los.., of lo\C a nd accepta nce) 

t age~ of de' c lo pment in I i fe 

.-\ nce'ltra l spirit s a re unco nsc iously ru ling his life. 

Da .' -dn·aming 

II i"> beha' inur afte r th l' dea th of his l':llnily (f('eling of loss) st rnin shows 

it~el f in neurotic infant ii i ·111 

II i int ro , e r~ i o n a nd e:\ t rove r~ ion pe r~on a l it) 

Int erpret hi dea th 
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TJ IE., JflEK .. \ /:\10 fl . \NTU 

T race her strange behaviou r at the ro)al house back t o her childh ood . 

Thembcka · act j,·cne ·s du r ing .\mafclnnda wonye · s prcpa rntions 

Loo e la nguage when communicat ing Hith the elde1·s of "Jo la "s" family 

Incom plete moral values 

5he a rgue in the ame Yci n a men. 

Bet· rejl•ction by people of l\ ljil\a 

Her ·tat e of mind before she de troy her ·elf 

\\'hy she choo cs the r i,·er a the in~trument of he •· dea th 

Exn rninc her anger the time she kill · the ·nake 

IJer ntt itt•de to t he ·•wke itsrlf 

The n :a,<,o n fo r cutting th e chi ld· · hn ir 

Object s of lo ·<; 

ll er dream 

Lo-.-. or co ntact '' ith rea l it) 

Death 

II is denial of re:di t) ''ill he con iclcred. 

Interpret hi<; drPanJ 

De\ eloped a delu-.ion of jea lou.,_, 

IIi~ upt..- ego ;., not \ It'll de,c lopl'd . 



The nn imn 

The ~hndo" 

\ fora ! anxiety 

DI:\'"GINDA \VO 

IIi paranoia 

Hi~ at tempt to kill hb b rother and a n innocent ch ild 

IIi dbhone. t) 

h ift the blame (to Oa bula) 

:'<ot h:\\ ing Hell-de' eloped . uper ego 

BI IEFI NG ABOUT THE l\ IP() j\: DQ \ liSE ~CST0 :\ 1 

Ti l· .-\mamponcl nmi-.e t ri be ha ve t heir 0 \ 111 cu .... tom-. ju-.t like oth er cultura l 

uou p . 1 he<;e pt•op lc h:l\ c grea t belief in th eir t'll '> tom: . It i-; hl'li eYcd that 

the ch ief of th e .J ola cla n a1·e l)lJ r il'd in the riH•r. If a ll\ on t• s wims in that 

ri H'r he/. he w ill dron n. 

·· Kanene i ~ugu la kho ngok u kukuba maze 

un !.,!CH<lt.\\ll' phezu k\\e..,aa ·iziba . kuha U'>i thi 

i lt•le oo kh o lw ha kh o '! " \\'a hh o u \1 za mo esal:t t ha !"' 

emantini eTh ina .. .. ' 'u)a "\ oka.nd ifung · ama .\ l ponclomise .. , 
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L:1t sho i:dH•go .. :\aniga lcl' iint nk:n a na phrzu koml;lmbo. 

:\an ingad:1di. noennningekhw · a ph 'ukuba \\<l \\ uda dile . 

:\eli) akuxe lela . [lngqumbo yeminyanya p: 7-8} 

ll) the \\ay , ~l Z<lnlO a id , .. I be lie' e it i now your 

pro ude t \\ b h to be buried be ide that pool \\here 

) our ance~to rs lie '? As he ~poke , he pointed toward 

the \\ a ter::. of th e Thina .. . . "Y ou lie! I wear by 

th e ~Ipondomi e! " cried t he old ma n . . :You only 

\\ ent th ere to hunt fo r bird · on the ,.i, erbank . S\\ im. 

~ CH I ne,er did! If you had ) OU \\ Ould not be alive todav. 

[The Wrath of th e /\ ncestors: 8-9} 

T hey a l o belit' \'l' tha t \\h en their ance:-. tor"' come to ,i ·it them. tilt' )' come in a 

form of a nake called lnk,\akll\\a, br0\\11 cobra . 

The brO\\ n cohra . .. inkwakha '' i.., a totem of the Ho_, al hou-;r of :\lajola and it 

i high I) revered by mernber of th e famil). Th e :\mampo nclorni -.r belie"e 

tha t if the nake 'isit them. ·omething good is going to happen. The \\Omen 

of the hou chold nw ·t ~how res pect and the eldest of the family mtr ·t prai e 

the ·nal.:e with the prai~e name · of the .J ola cla n. 

\\'aHa.\.e lela u:\g\.aha ne u kuha ink\\akha 
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ahal"az i hakhona helihloni plu iThina bengazil'i nyczi izikhakha 

:\a ba Ji,, eJayo ngcn. a yooYi.,ezala aba lcle kul o. 

rr enk wakhwa baya~ ih loniph a a~ ibulawa nangamadoda 

kuba yiyo ezisa ii nt sikelelo zcmin~ anya. 

[lngqumbo Yeminyanya 1980:9-10] 

o ~gxalwne to ld them th at the nk,utkh wa is the ·p irit 

of the ll ou'>c of \l:lj ola . He t:·:\plainecl that ju ·t as the 

\\i, e-; of thi ~ hou-.e re. pect the Thina Ri , er a nd neYcr 

li ft up their s kir1 . \\hen cru ~ ing it. a a ·ign of respect for 

the a nce tor· · of their husband ''ho ~ J eep there. so do they 

ai '>O re\'ercnce the nkwakiJ,, a . \ 'eith er man nor woma n mav 

kill it, for it i'> through! that the spiri t · of th e ance~tors confer 

bl c'>'> ing. upon them. f7h c 1\'rath of the .·\ n ces/Ors:JOJ 

For Qangule. (1974) the 1\.ing of .J ola i'> l''\pectecl to bu ild the relationshi p wit h 

the nake a nd 'ia it "ith the <l ncc-., tor<; -., o t hat oth er people can model h is 

action . The snake h <l~ it s heh;l\ iour \lhi r h need-; an C:\ JWrienced pcr·son to 

interpret becau:-.e it · s It o" it conllrHrnicat e., \l ith them \\h en someth ing has to 

be d one . 

lf it could happen thnt a mrml><.·r· of the Jol:1 lwmcstead k ill the s nake 

intentiona ll y, th e ca lami ty "ill bel"a ll that per--on a nd other people. If 

.-.omct hing like thi-; happens. soml'lhing r11u -.t be clone to fH"l' H'rrt ba d omen. 
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rnr l' \::1mple. :-.. laugh tering of a .<,heep/CO \\ goat (ukun ~.reng.re:a) to appea ·e the 

ance~tor-;. But if it i ignored t he one Hh o per fo rm · the killing will r un mad 

for the re. t of hi <.,. her life. This i~ the puni:-..hment he/ he receives from the 

ance tors. For e.\ample, ;\'obantu , in the ·to ry Ingq umbo Yeminyanya. 

Ama.\Tpondomise be lieve in polygamou ma r r iages. It is compulsory for the 

king to ha\e t\\ O or more n ives. All of them mu t be from the roya l family 

not from ·· Aban tu a ba mn:ama " (t he commone•--) . One of them 

(t ncl lunkul u) b e\IH.'Ctcd t o g ive birth to a baby bO) who sha ll succeed his 

fathe r aftrr his deat h. Th (• \Iponclomi ·e t r ibe h:n e a strong bel ief in the 

d: i •g \\ i he of a perso n. If the) ignore t ho~c HOrd: it i · believed t hat 

O! .tl' lhing ba cl b going to ha ppen to them. 

'I ht· ritual of finger cutting bone of th e impo r·ta nt ri tua l · pe rformed by the 

.\ lpondom i<>e tri be . It is onl y through th e r itual of linger cu tting that the 

:\ lpondomi"c chil d obtain '> fu ll m em hc r~ hi p \\ it hin t he t ri bt•. 
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CHARACTERS I~ CON FLICT 

Z\YELINZI:\IA 

Zanemvula. Z\le linzima ·s fath er and his headmen created a split between 

Z\\Ciinzima an d his trad itions. They made a ga p bet ween Zwelinzima and 

;\ lpondomb c cu tom by taking h im a way from the J ola people t o his uncle, 

Gcinizibele for protection . Thb i an ad1 ice from a trad iti ona l healer , that of 

taking the child '·z,,eJinzima" away from the pe t· on ··Oinginda wo'' who pla n 

to h. ill h im. Zanem' ula · headmen pretended that the child is taken to the ca 

to oct omc -,ea b reeo.;t• . It i. b e l i e \(~d that fre5.h a ir from the sea can heal the 

ick . T he} retu rn home 11 ith fal\c ne"s that the child died on th e way to the 

. ea. 

\\'at hi kan ti uZa nemr u la seleml ungise le loo 

mnt 11 C1 tJa . Et hat~ath "a nje ngaloo madoda 

akas i,,a l\\a ndle uba lel.; i..,e l\\ a ku_\ i ·ch: azi 

ngokom~ a lelo '' oo .... i_\ ati . L mn t u oza kumgcina 

sc lcmhla ng;tbezill' e\l tata . Loo mntu ' 'amthabatha 

ke ' 'entka na_\e agod ul,a amaphaka thi a~a umhiko 

kum kh ulu. { lngqu m ho }'em inya nya: 18} 

It happened that ZallCm\'ula had a lready made 

pn•peration., rot· tha t child . Ac ti ng on the achier 

of h i'> di1 iners . t i H~ chief ha d decided to ..,:11 e 
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his so n from the plot 'i of hi - unc le. Di nginda"o . 

by ~e n ding him to a ecret place. 

lie was tal<en to Umtata 'r\·here they placed 

him in the ha nds of his future guardia n. 

This man took th e chi ld wi th him and 

the three counsellor · returned to the Roya l 

Palace to repo rt what they had done. 

[The \\'ratlz of th e ,\ncestors:18] 

.\part from being separated from his custom . he i · also taken 3\\:ty fro m his 

p.trent . r\ child "ho e:'\ periences ·uch separa ti on at an ea r ly age reel 

rejeded by th e parent. and still long for the ir lo'e and protection. 

ZHel inzima becomes independen t of hi parent and cu lture at an ear-ly age of 

hi'i l'fe . li e had no ' 'biological" pan·nts to lea n on for help and adv ice . 

Breau c of this . he embraces the \\ C:.tcrn c ulture~ and he puts his Ct l';toms 

behind him as Ccinizibe lt·. hi · 0 tJ a rdian. ha.-. litt le kno"leclg<· of th e 

.\ lpondomi-.c cu lture and he couldn' t ad' i-.e ZHe li nzima more on his culture . 

\\"hat GciniLibele did H :l~ to ·end Z\\elin:t illt<l to -.chool. 
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Loo mnt"ana ''athat~a t h\la c~I tata ngumfo 

ota lann ka khulu nob ukh o" i bama~ lpond omise, 

nangona )Ctta engawazi umhlaba \\:l i1Iai\lpondomisc 

kuba nguyise owafuduka e emncinnne yena . Loo 

mfo wayithabntha le 1'\kosa na \la~i.a koogqirha 

abamhlophe, ba~ inyanga ) aph ila. '' ayi.sa eDikeni ya funda . 

/fngqumho Yeminyanya: 19] 

lie \\a : taken to a ma n "ho is 

clo-.,e ly re la ted by b irlh to the 

\lponclombe ro ~ a l hou e. but thi man 

doc not know th e land of the .\I ponclomi e 

lwc:w e in th e c:1r ly chil dhood hi. parent 

\H'nt to ano th er place. th i.- man took 

him to "hit e doctot·s \\h o t reat ed hi m 

11111 il he \\il · comp letely cured . li e then 

.-,en t him to attend school at LoH·dalc in :\lire . 

/The H'ra!lr of tlt e ,\n cestor:10] 

ZHelint ima llt' \ Cr had a chance to learn \\hat hi" pan·nts rega r d as va luab le 

in their ~ocie t ~. IIi pa t·ent had never l)(•en th e role models in his life . That 

is \\h} he deride>_.., to folio'' " e...,tern culture beca use he n~ce i ved bette r· 

guidance fr on t ~chool tha n from ,\man tpondom i.-.e . At schoo l there wet·c 

father" and ~i-.,ter.., \\h O ac t as the role models. lie could sec cvc>nthino bcinu 
~ . ,.., ~ 
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do ne br fore hi 'i eye ·. In ordrr for him to know more a bout t he \ lpondomise 

he had to collect books a nd read them. \\"e tcm culture became more rea l to 

ZH r linzimn tha n traditionnl cultu re of hi people. Sheub (1970 :81) assc11s 

that "Z,\ clinzima a nd Thembeka have been out of th eir roots fo1· a long t ime, 

nnd are morr comp letely product of the new " oriel than of the old ." 

Becau e of the spl it from h is people, the Amampondomi e, confli ct develops in 

Zwel inzima ·s per a nalit y. II is confl icting pcr<..o nal it y re u lt ed in t he loss of 

identity \\here Zwc limima d ri ft~ into a tat e of unce rtai nty. 

lie become. conftJ eel a nd quest ion. hi -; bcl on~ing . 

:\da ndivu melan i ukuya kule nt o'? 

:\d i):1 J.:ubani'? :'\goo Dabula h:lphi 

bona aha ba ndiphut humayo '? \ "ding.urr) :lr la 

kaZa ncnl\ ula endand imhonc phi'? Lona 

ingcwaha lakhc ncl i)alazi"? :\d i;;l J.: uthi J.:ho na \. a 

ncliba nga bih la lo nda ndiphi le lllirl)aka"? Lkuha 

nd i)C ncla dcde l\\a kne ·o ~i hlal o ndiza h.uqala 

Jl g e I it h i n i ll kula '\ ul :l '! rIng q IIIII h () }' e Ill i II y a II y a: 1 () 1 J 

"\\"hy did I ever consent to do thi -; thing'? To n hom 

am 1 going'? \\'ho a rc th r c Dabula · \\h O a re 

coming to f"r tch me'? \\'h at do I know of th is 

Za nenn ula \\ ho'ir -;on I am sa id to hr '? Do I I\ now 
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hi-; gr;l\e'! \\"hen I claim thi - chiefman hip . how s ha ll 

l explai n my absence all the e ~ ea rs? \\"here shall 

beg in Hhen I take over the chiefma nsh ip? 

[The Wrath of the Ancestors:I07] 

Z '' elin:rima gre'' up kn0 \1 ing that Gcin izibele a nd \lambhele are h is parents 

until the da} Gcinizibele di clo es the new about ~1hat happened to him 

"hilst he " ns n child. 
\\ ·a ye:\c le h1 c e ·emn c i rwnc ng u G c in iz i be le 

into )Okuba )ena Gcin izibele ak:lngu) e U)ise. 

lbali lokuza lwa kwakhe cShe hegu \layelixc lelwe 

ka na njalo. kodwn yon he loo nt o ) ay ingaqhelcki kuye. 

/lngq um bo yem inya nya: 35] 

\\'hen he was st ill a child he had been told tha t 

Gcin izibele \1:1. not hi -; rea l fath er. GciniLibele 

him~plf told hirll this and rela ted al ·o th e tory of 

hi-. birth ;l ncl th e ci rcu rll :o, lances of hi - coming to 

She hegu . But all thi - had no real mea ning to h illl . 

/The H'ruth of the ,\ncesturs:35] 

Arte r· he i infonncd b) Gci ni?i bcle nbout the Il l' '' of hi pa rents he beca me 

more confu ed . uddenly hr i: to ld that he i not a member of Gc inizibe le"s 

falll il). \\'h il..,t he thought th :r t t hey \\Crc hi. parent . ZHcl inzima fi nds it 

d ifficult to a oc iat e him'ir lf Hit h Zanerm ula ber:w~c he claims tha t he docs 

not (' \ l 'l kilO\\ him. Tha t i'i \\he n h (• hec:llll(' ro ... t. 

... . ...... . uthi \l ena akuma?i 11aloo Z:llH' lll\'tlla'! 

r lngqum bo } 'em inyanya: 38] 



•• • • • ••• • •• • .l 'Jl .l 4.4. '"'- .;;••.· ·· ·~ •· ..... .. _,, .. .......... .... . . .._, .. 

ZarH' lll\·t!la? {17z e H'rarlz of rhe t\ncestors:38] 

igmund Freud (196.5) identifies three '>!age~ in the developme nt of a chi ld. 

lie a<,-.;ert ~ th ;lt the fi r ·~t stage is the ora l _tage '' h ich occurs du ring the fit·st 

}Car of life . \\ hen the child is ~t ill dependent on ot hers fo r satisfact ion of the 

need_. \\'hen Zwclinzima a r rives at the .\lponclomi e Roya l House he is sti ll in 

h is ora l stage. lie depends on Dinginda \10 . Oabu la and other elders for 

gu ida nce a nd adv ice. This is proved b} the time z ,, elinzima is a bout to 

ma rT) . 

Bathi xa beh lukanayo \\athi uDinginda \1 0. 

··Kod\1:1, nya na .uzame kc mfo . ung.1baqhelisi nokuba 

qh eli a oku aba bantu. l"kuha u~o loko ukllolisa bona 

ba~ a ku klln lanya r nt loko. ndiyal .; u'\r l<·la. 

r lngqum ho }'em inya nya: 12 y 1 

Before they par·tccl Din gi~\l<l)O -,a id . 

.. 1\ll the amr . . on of 111~ broth er. ~ nu 

mu~t tand firm. 0 11 no account hould ~ ou 

-,poi ! t h c~e peopll•. If you let them h<I\ C 

thei r 0 \1 n 11 ay cver·yt ir ne . I tell ~ ou. th e ~ "ill 

-..it on your head." {Th e Wrath of the t \ nce.\tors:l-10] 

Dinginda ,, o· a<h ice is not sinct' re . li e's aim i to de-.;troy Zwelinzima . 

berau'>e he i-, "''are if' he refu ·e to marry a Bhac:a girl the r·c \I ill be a clash 

bct\\ een Z\\e lir11:ima and the trad itiorwli o.;ts . 7\lon'over Z \\ clinzima '' ill be 
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ur popular Hit h the t radtionali~ts . Dinginda,10 ·r•cceeds in his pla ns to destroy 

z,H·li nzima bec;HJ'iC z ,l eli nzima experience a tough time Hith the 

traditionali~ts . Things becomes \\o r·~c ''hen Thembeka kil L the sna ke 

"inkwakhwa". Th e trad it ionalists b lame ZH elinzima for marry ing a moder n 

woma n and hence Z welinzima never experienced rea l j oy and happiness. 

The ~econd stnge is the anal staoe. Accordino to Freud. du ring toi let t ra ining 

t he ch ild ha his first experience Hith imposed cont rol. It ' 'as a difficult thing 

for Z wel imima to adju tnt this stage . z ,, cl inzima finds it difficu lt to control 

him .,eff a nd accept ''hat ever is being for-ced on h im. lie refuse completelv to 

nw rT} a Bhaca gir l a nd marries a girl of his choice. Thembcka Klra lip lr a . lie 

C\£'11 reject~ the cu tom of the t rad iti ona li t . :\ · he refuses to be controlled 

b} hi people, hi. life becom e~ miserab le. a · it i already mentioned that Ir is 

wi l • el i pla)S d i<, re.-. pect to the elders of t he \fpond omi ·e cla n a nd a ll that 

lea r!· t o the conflict bet ,, een ZHeli ll7ima a nd th e trad itio n ali ~t s a nd between 

the trad itionalist a nd Thernbeka. and from there to their gr;n es. 

The th ird st age i-, the pha ll ic stage ' ' lr iclr is the period in "hich the ch ild 

ob ene th e d ifference bet 11een ma le a nd fema le and experience · the stage 

C<lll(·d the Oedipu-; comple-x. ZHelinzima pbllllled to ma rry Thcmbeka long 

before he ta ke over· hi ra ther· . t lii"O ne . 

... ... nceda . J olinkomo. u~e le le iba nclla u kub:r 

ndazana nent ombi k;Jl' ha li pha ndisese Lo, ed:rll'. 

nda?illli'iela ul, u) izcka .. .. kuba i. ckho IL ntonrhi 
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k;l l\. llal ipha a nd isa~ i ktrze ndih iz\\e ngc nt omb i 

yimbi nokuba ~e~ i ~ ek.1bani na . {lngqumbo 

}'em inyanya: 131-132] 

.. . .. I th erefore beg you. J oli nkomo . to in form the 

council that I have kno" n and lo ' ed Kha li pha · s 

daughte r since I \\a a student at Lo\(~d a l e and 

have re ·olved to marr~ her .. .. . For a long ac; 

Kha lipha's daughter live ·. I ''ill marry no other 

'' oman . no mat ter ' ' llo.'lc dau gh ter he may be. 

[Th e Wrath of th e A.ncestors:l-12] 

\\'l11n he arriH'.'i a t the j o la l~n.\ :t l llou 'i t' to t: tke the throne . h e is in f'ornwd about h is 

mnn'eni 'lt \ l' \. perit'IH'l' a \:t ... t diiTert' lll'l' hcl ll et•n ThcmiH'h.:t a nd the nhara g irl 

(f:11oured h_1 the traditiona li .., t..,) . T hem iH' h. :t is t·duca tcd ju'l l like z ,, l' li nzim:J an d the 

Bh: l':J !.'.i rl i-; nol. 

Le ntoka t.i .\:t)t lll'\ltfll. in!.'.ende . ingt·mfuh hant· . imnyama ngeha la, 

ingcntle, ko d11a ino tnkhi th :t . illl'!.'.: ll:i c lirllilll:J lohukho .; i. L h uSIIl' lli 

ya_l irhazi lt• ka kh ulu . Loo 11 to _\ :1\\ahlas im li -;a a ma \lpon dom ise. 

[lnqgqumho Yem in_1'al1.\ a : 13.5] 
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Thi~ l:td: '':1', fat. not tall a~ :-.uch . dark in wm plnion. no t beautifu l 

a~ ~u cll. hut "a :-. charmi ng "itll fl'\IH'Ctful ro~ al blood. She had 

st ripe.\ in her fa ce an d this caused douht~ am ong.'> ! the :'. lpondomisc 

people e,..; pec ially th e modernists like Da ni-;a . At school s he went as far 

as <;~andard l\10 (2) and she never \\ l'llt to hi).!h school. [The H'rath of 

rlze Ancesrors] 

The tradition ali '>t'i of the real core ''ere again'! the \ ie'' that Z\\c linzima should 

ma r r~ Tllemhek:t. To silo" his lo\ l' for Tlw mheka b1eli nzirna hcrorne~ protective 

l0 \1 ard'i her. Tlwmheka hl't'Olllt'S I he main ohjcct of z\1 elim.ima. s love. This proves 

tha t z,,el intima \ \:J'i cut hef'ore tilll l' during the Oedipu-; comp le-.: s tage. As it is 

:dn·ad~ mentioned tlwt at the a!!c o f four he \\:t taken to She~hegu In -; tay \l ith his 

tllll t ' Gt'initi hele and \l :l!nhhelc h i-; uncle·" \1 ife. 

z,, r lin Lima mi -.-.e-; the -.tagc \lhich Lacan(l977) ca llrd the imag inary phase 

bcc.lll\e he ''a~ -.eparat ed from his moth er at an ca l'l_, ·tage. \\'e also 

di-.l'O \ l'red that the hannony of the child that he llli~ ·ed fro m th f• mother is 

tr.tn..,fe red to hi.., \l ife :\oba ntu . \\'hrn Z"elinzima C\periences re:tlloYc fro m 

·1 hembe\...a he ft>l'l'> that he does not "an t to lo l' it. lie becomrs close r to he r 

and th e~ e\entuall) get married. This i'> \\hen \\e realize that Zwe linzima 

1·egains th e lo-;t time of be ing clo.'\r r to hi .;; mot her. 

\\'a_1a C'\ltat a ngrmoto ya ldt r . ekh11elr m·rth:o-.ikazi _\:tk he. eshiya 

tni'>ekazi l'm ham hl'le emhu .'> \I Cili . Loo m;.ri \\:JHuh:,,a 

Lthla ngubo; emana l'c ••mhlrka;.ri t' \' tll'a ah:h\\l'le eJ notncni 

nn:\ob:wtu. beqltutyel\\a ngumf'ana oqe,ftiwe.' o baltlukane 

71 



phambi kwencllt1 ychhunga. baphuzane apho. aphincl is" e 

u:'<obantu nguml'a na ngcmoto. f!nl!,qumho Yeminyanya:l ..J81 

He weut to Umtat a with hi "ife nnd he left behind 

his uncle to tnke his pa 11 ... The house was at 

Lahla ngubo. The king u uall~ '' oke up in the 

moruing an d got into the ca r '' ith h i wife 

\ obantu. The) \\l're chau ffeured by a man when 

th (•y a rri\ed at th e Bhunga house. they "IJ ki ·s each 

other and \ 'obantu \I ill go back '' ith the 

chauffeur. 

"hilc Z \1 elinzilll:l is still \ 1 ith Themhcka. he C:\p(·r·ience · the '· imag inary'' 

pha. e that he mi-.-,e. from his mother. Thi · concurren t cenc is d is rupt ed 

''hen the rath l·r ent er · into his life . De Beer ( 19S7: 13 ) cont ends : 

n 



The fath er ignilie · the Ia\\, 

the ymbolic law of cultur e, 

\\ hich b in the fi 1 .. t p lace the 

social taboo . 

Z weli111ima overcome the Oedipus complex becau e of the fear of castration 

\\hich eventual!) activates his identification with h i father (traditional ists) so 

that by t hese mea ns he reconciles biological sexua lity (attachment) with his 

ocial role. Zn el inzima agree~ to end Lobola for a Bhaca girl. Because of 

thi decision he felt gui lty . and clbta nced hirmclf from Thembeka . 

:\d inguba ni mnn ukuba nd ingade 

nd ibambe i ·a n el la sikaTh embeka'? 

flngqum ho >'em i nya nya: 215 j 

\\'ho am I to hake th e hand of 

The rn beka ? 

Z\\ L'Iinzirna agn'C'i tha t the t r ;J di tionalbt ·hould fetch the Bhaca girl hecaus<' 

he fe:ll'. that his people (tr·adi tionali. t.-,) "ill turn :rgainq him. or they \\ ill kill 

one of the .\lfengu people and tll i · can crea te more conf"lict het" een the 

~lfengu !) nnd .\ lpondorn i ·es. Zne linzima identifies llim'>e lf" \\ itll th e 

trad it ionalist · by ~a t is !") ing their need . . One of th c~e is b ringing horne their 

··mothe r·· the Bhaca girl. Z" elinzima, aft er hi -; meeting "ith the Thembu 

chief. the one n ho advise him to foll ow the step of the traclitionnlist s . he 

trie to perform -;o me of the cust oms. F ir ·:-.t of a ll \\hen he goes to the 

llH.'etino-; he Jef't hi'\\ ife behind . Secondly. one da~ lw orga nizes tradi tional 
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her r. "llllHJOIIIhothi" fo r his people ·a~ ing tlwt ul ungi. ele la iingqonclo zaho. 

but \"obantu. h i.., '' ife n~ f'u scs. B.\ doin!.! all th t">e thing Zwel inzima wants to 

reconc ile with his social cu toms . 

ome of Z welinzima · · ac tio ns arc in fl uenced b) unconsc ious forces. For 

Grabe (1986) the unconsc ious consists of eve r)thing tha t has b een t urned a way 

by the p1·ecom ciou · and the consc iou mind . Freud (1965) contend th:1t , 

ome con.;;c iou <; mcmori e~ and wi ..,he · m:l) be rcpre ·cd - that is, diver1ed to 

the uncon~c iou -., , 11here the) remain acti1e a lthough l o~t to recall. 

z,, clin Li ma el m·.., not kn ow "hethcr to accept tlw ca ll or being a ki ng o1· not . 

II is co n..,ciou mind ad1 i-.,es him to n'fu~ C' hccau ..,e he dol'S not k now the people 

he is going to rull' . 1110n.' ove1· he does not CH'n h.no11 Z.lll l'm,·tda . " his fathe r' ' 

11hnm he i-; goi ng to <.;uccecd . \\'hen II <' look back at Z11elinz ima ·s life 11e fi nd 

th.tt he is uncertain about the ca ll or being a king . li e is a11a re that he left h is 

bi1 rh place lwcau..,e of' thL' cruel pC' rson. Dinginda 11 o . .-\! thi s 111 0111 ent he i.s 

not ure of hi -., accepta nce 1>_1 th e .\Jpondomi'>l' people e ... pecially Di nginda11 o 

11ho;.., the kint: a t the n1oment. Z11e linzima i-., 111lt illl:lre that 11 hat \\ C have 

mentioned abo'c i thC' ma in re:hO II f'or his unre r taint) hera u">e it is in his 

lln CUIISC iOII . mind. 

Zlll' li rtzima ;llt ends t he meeting of' the Bl111ng:l :1 f'le r -.,ome f'ew da)S of the 

snake. "inJ, 11 a J,h:1 ·s incident" . Z11dinzi111a · ·mind; .., not in the llll'eli ng. he 

th i n k~ about hi f. unily a nd 11hat hi -; pl'nple (t i·:Hii tinn:tl i..,h) are ~oing to .s:1y 



about the incident. z" cl inzillla i ~ enga ~c d in day-dream <; and he is not 

li~ t enin g to \\ hat ha ppens in th e meeti ng . Atkin~o n et al(l983) h;we this to ~ay 

about day-dn?am ing. 

Day-dream ing . .. .... , is a norma l ta te of 

CO IL cious ness charac terized b) sh ift 

in attent ion ·. 

Z\\ eli mima i.<, not focu .... ing on th e phy.) ica l t:-~~k at ha nd (the cont ent of th e 

meeti ng) . IIi att ention t urns to though b a nd image based in the memory. 

Jo t·dan expla ins this a <; fo llo \1 : 

. oZH eli nzimn waye ngom\ a banga 

e Bh un ge n i. ka nga n go k u ba n asezi n g\. ox\\ r n i 

a k:tzange az ibalule nj enga-ngaph alllhili. 

iku de lee . ti cinga li !!Omka khe 11011111t wana wak!Je, 

l Jcin oa noeJJIO eza kuth et!J ,\ a JJ!!:llll:t\\a bo milia t"> "="' ~ ..... 

la phum a iBiwnga. fln gq [(lnho Yem inyanya:J85/ 

Z\l clinLima \\a~ JW le~.- unhappy <II the 

Bhunga Sl'-"'> ion · <llld indeed \\a · in no 

condit ion to distingui ·h !Jim .... elf as !Je ha d dont' 

0 11 former occa ions. Orten duri ng the d('bate his 
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111 in d ' 'a., far a" a~ on II b 11 ire and chi I d. or II e 

\lil'> "peculating a · to 11 hat th e people \I Ould say 

at the meeti ng that was to ta ke place on his return . 

[Th e H"rallz of the Ancestors:203} 

Fn·u d (1 965) exp la in the superego a someth ing tha t is influenced by parents. 

It np re cnb the morals and sta nda rd of oc iety and it rai ·cs the ind i,·idual ' s 

COih cicnce in good a nd ba d . from Hhat he i" told b~ the pa rents or from 

v;duc · and no rm or that ~oc i ety e\.pect ed of him. \\"e a re go ing to focu on 

ZH elinzima·\ upercgo in 1\10 dit"ferent 11 :1 ~ " · fir ... tl y. Z 11 elinzima· s "upcn•go 

is "t ructured accord ing to 11 Cstern cu lture. li e has bt en influe nced by 

C. < ' nizibele, hi · uncle 11 ho encourages him t o go to ">c hoo l. It is clillicult for 

z ,ll' linzima to practice traditional cu ·toms heca u-;e hi.., con~c i en ce 11hich is 

dr' 1 l ' ll b~ hi -; ·uJH' rego te lls him that the cu"tom.· a re agaimt Hl'"tem ctlitu1·e . 

A' . tl rcacl~ ... tated. Zwelinzim:l once tried to organi:tc t rad it iona l ht'(T for his 

J)l' 1p le but ~ obantu refu-,ed and ZH l' limirna lwr:llll t' ;!'>haml'd of IIi.'> 

i nt l' llt ion . 

\\';l.'>ll l\il 11 aba m·cnt loni ngoku 

noZHelin:tima . \laz it handaiHiza uku ba 

a ka ph a 111 ba n:1nga . 

[lngqumho } ·eminyanya: / 68/ 
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y l't he \1 a<; so a~hamed or \1 hat 

he is doing and he began to doubt 

"hcther he is mad or not. 

Z\\ el inzima grows up under the control of monks and nu ns at school. So h e 

learn~ \\'c tern norm~. va lues and culture . A. he i not oriented to traditional 

culture he turn.· aga in~t his father's d~ing "ish . He chooses a wife of his 

0\\n. 

econd ly, ZwPiinzima ·.,v iolation of th e uperego t:1nda rcJ · (a<; vic11 ed by 

the trad itionali!>tS) i influenced by being di:-.tanced from his parents and 

trauition ·. Z11 clinzima i viewed on the traditional ·ide a a per·. on 11h o has a 

11eal\ uperego bccau'><' he fa ih to incor·pora tc :-.ta ndard<; for acceptable ·oc ial 

beha,iour . Acco rding to th e traclition;llists he i;; 1iC\Il'd a. a per~tH r 11lr o has 

an unstructured ~upe rego . The rea~on for thi . . i: lwc:llr ·e he mis-;ed th e 

op po rtunity tn learn 11hat hi '> ~oc iet~ -~and parC'nt · ,aJues ll l' r·e . what is 

e~pPcted a nd 11h:1t is not in hi -., society . Becau"e of thi-; he does th ings against 

h i ~ocie t y. li e pose · the instruction that the goa ts nHJ'-o! be kill ed because they 

cau<..c air pollntion. T hat is 11hat his '-ollpP r·ego clri1e-., him to believe in. 

fuller (1972:362) . ays. "It i · natural for a man to H:lltl to belong, really 

belong, to the c;oc iety 11 hich nurt ured him . '' 

Zwelintima · · cu ltural laye r drive · him to rejed hi :-. culture and goes "itlr 

nrodnn cu lture . because th ;r t i;; 11here he recei~t·<; proper guid:tllct' 0 11 what is 



(':\preted 1 f him b.' the '>Oci t'l~ . :Htrr hi. ··romersatio n" \\ ith th e Thembu 

chief on \\!tether the noats he killc·d or not. hi'i cultura l laver became 
~ . 

confused. The chief con,·inces him to do \\ha t his peop le wa nt. On his 

arrivn l at home hr trie· .'.OIIIC of the things , a already ment ioned alth ough h is 

upcrego dr ives him to feel gui lty about lib performance . 

Th ..' nature of man· s moral idea deprncl on the na ture of his relnt ions wit h 

hi-. parenh . Th e natu re or ZnC'I inzima · .., mor,ll idea-, indicat es that he never 

gn' ' \ up in .111 en' iron nwnt '' hen: the cu toms of th e ama.\ Jponclomi e were 

pr.lc ti-..ed. That i-.. \\II~ IH· object<; to man ~ · thing · relati ng to the .\l pondomise 

cui ure . 

L<tl,lll ( 1977) contend-. th :1t t'll tl·anre int o a '>_\llJbolir orde r c·o nst itut es a child' · 

ar<,u i-..ition langt1agC' . The child· rir-. t ... tep tO\\<Jrcf .., learn in g langt1age and 

elL' ' l'lopin ~ per-;on;Jiit~ i.;; the fir-..! -.,c ream or cr~ ing a t birth and inL111c_\. 

r\ftl· r the meeting bet\\C'l' n Z11e linti 111 a a nd .\lphutllluni . II !J t• n .\Ip lllltllllmi 

n·cruit z,\elirll:ima to go back home <llJCI ta l, e h i..; throne . \lphut lll uni tells 

ZnelinzinJa th:1t anJ:J.\lponclo mi'>l' :tn' or pi! :J II'i ;uJd the~ need h im. 

(Z,H: Iin.zima) a-., thtir father . . Htt•r -.r \ t r: rl ta lk' Zll <' linzima goes hack to his 

dormitor~. It i-. -,;t id that it 11a till' ni!_!l!t of tears for Z 11 elinz ima. 

L'\ ]H: rit' nce in !Ji ~; life. 

Fr·eud (196.3) he li l'H' '> that ;Ill cfJ ;lllgl·..; eithe r· p rogn· 1\l' or n·~res.-.. i \t• ;11·e 
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cau~ed b ~ fn i. .... t r·ation or t r n:-. ion . .-\ t the beginn ing of the tory 1re ar·e 

int rod uced to Z 11 el inzi lll a · s cxt ro,er :-. ion as Freu d ha~ declared that t he 

per~ona l ity i., b isexual a nd there is a dual it y in h is su bj ect. Zwe linzima is 

po r1ra~ed as someone who i acti ve and he is liked by everyone because of his 

great interest in sport. 

\\"ayetha ndwa ngu mnt u 11011 ke eLovcda le 

kuba wayengumnt u okhululckile~ o. 11 aye 

el ichule lt'midlalo . ebalit....ele ngcph ini clih le 

k11iqakamba. :\rnakh11ellk11an.1 a~c ·c J-rj inga 

onke cbhaty ini ya kh e. ebuza u kuba aza kuq rqesh 11 a 

n~ub;tn i na ngoku em dlah~t• ni emkile njr r Lo1 ecla ir . 

[lngqum bu ) 'em inya nya : 29 j 

li e 11a a general fa vouri te a t L(l\rda le bcca u-;c he 

11a~ free and ca"! to mi' 11ith cH· r·~hod~ . Be ... idc.., , he 11as 

:1 gn•at .... porh rn: tn. p:tr t irul:trl.\ noted for hi .., bri ll i;tnt 

ba t t ill !.! at c r irl.;c t. :\ 11 the LoH·da le j un io rs \ ll' I'L' hang ing 

on to hi .., coat a nd 11 a nti n~ to know 11ho 11:ts going to 

tr·,ti n them in -;por·t no'' that he had ltrt Lo ~t•da l e . 

[1Y1e H'mtli of rlie AnC£slors:2Y] 

r\s a ch ief Z11elin1.irna a l"io org<tnize.'> :-.ome a ct ivi t ies fo r h i.- people. To wards 

thr t nd of the .... tnr) he cha nges from being an actiH' person to a d ull a nd 

i'>Oi.l tl'd PL' r ... on hec:lll'>l' or the fnr :-.tra tion .... he t''- J>l' r it•nn•-; il ) a d t it' f. and 
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hrcati'.C of t iJ r lo~ .., of tile bt>lo r ei Oll l ' . . hi-, '' ifr. ch ild a nd cousi n. 

:\ftrr T hclllb('ka and Zululiyazongoma · · death z ,lelinzima beh:n cd st r·a nge ly. 

Strain in Zwclinzirna ·s life re\'ealcd it ·t· lf in neu rot ic infa ntilism a nd this leads 

to his a ntic;ocial bella' iour. He shO\I S intro,·crsion as pa r1 of his pet·sonality. 

At this time z,, elinzima por t rays a n abnormal per ona lity. he <:. fl ows personal 

di tn'~s. he b " mentally ill' ' . he feels acut ely mi erable. deprcs. cd a nd he a lso 

ha · loss of appct it c. 

li e react to the lo~-. of' his lon·d one!) i nt cn~c l y becau::-.e the cu rTen t ·ituat ion 

bt·in~ .... back :111 the fea rs a nd fee lings of an earlie r lo..;_ that occu rred in hi · 

chi ld ood, a lo-,s of parental affect ion. 

Ya honaka la ngenye int <;ac;a ithabat lla intonga 

iham ba ngecnya\I O, ipllllmcla e:\tibana i.., iya 

kuqabela ku Bull·mbu yoch1:1. ) ah la la irnin i yonke 

.' al)ot ho"a . \ aouoa . \ a\ a kula Ia ingakhanga it ll etll e . b t-o • • ~· 

namntu . inga t}anga no"ul.\:1 . . . ./fngqumho 

) ·£ minyanya: 218] 

11 r \ I as et• II in t II e 111 om in g t a" in g h i.<:. t i c k a II cl he 

too l\ a \\a ll< pa t to i\' ti ba nc up to 13 trlembu nlonc. 

fl c t<l} S the re th e \l hole d:t) and he caml' back at 

1111,t·t. he look.-. old . fnl'>t r:rt cd. ! I t· \H'nt to bed 
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"ith cmt talking to an~ one and he eH·n refttwd to 

cat. 

At thi ~tage, Zwelinzima is the only one ''ho knO\\ what his desires are. At 

this point. no one is a'' are of Z" elinzima · s p lan~ . II is des ires arc revealed 

after :\Tphuthumi· 'is it. 

lie commits uicide on th e ~ame night that \Iphuthu mi arrives . This a lso 

"how~ that Z\\c linzima adapts t o the thought of being without his wife in a 

111en tally unhealthy '' ay . \\'c notice tha t Zwc linzima i being ove rpowered by 

dest ·uct iH· in o, t inc t. Freud a. tune'i s pecillc;ttion tha t th e pet--on ha · a wi~h. 

lhll d~ of' coursr . un CO ll '>C iUllS, to d ie . Z\\l'l inzima does not imagine any 

ha ppiness \\itl tout Thcmbef..:a ne\.1 to him . becau <.,e ~he is the one " ho actu :1lly 

hclpt c1 h im to o' et-come the fee ling of childhood rej ection and th;tt of parental 

lo.., . by being clo..,e to hi nt all th (• time . 

. \1\uba ctn kile uKh alipha tlelltomb i 

nomzul\ld\\ a na. wasa la el icinga c lij ikaj if..:a 

uZ \\e linzima eli garna lithi "S i~agoduka". 

ezi buza u 1\u ba u god u kela phi n:1. unekha ~a 

na ka nerH' " ' uTh r mhekn angekh o~ o. ku ngazek i 

nokuha uya kuhu~ a nini na.flngqumho >'eminyanya: I 76} 
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:\ ..., hi-; " ife and child left him to go ins ide '' ith 

I· h:llipha, z ,, e lin Lima tu rned 01 rr and 01 er in h is 

mind the ~tatement, " we are return ing home'' . To 

11hat home was he returning'? He a ked himself whether 

he had a home llh t·n Thcm bcka 11 as not 11ith him , and 

11hcn it 11 as not even po sible to ay 11hen he would 

return to him'? [rlz e Wratlz of rlze Ancesrors:l92-193] 

z,,e linzinw i forced to make the fra n. it ion to adulthood too soon . .Ju ng 

(19~3 ) has th is to say . if a chi ld ma ke. thi t ra no.; ition too oon. he may 

rtH 1unter tlltmerous tnrn tal fru 'ilrtl ti on<>. Z\\clinzima i~ dr i1cn to be a king of 

am .J \ Jpon domi.-.e \\hile he i · not r(·a dy for th at rr...,ponsihil ity beca use he is st ill 

a ~ lu dt>nt a t the l'ni1 cr~ity of Fol't Ha re. Il e becot ne'i fru.'>tr·a t r d because he is 

fmTerl to adj uo.;t to situ ation · 11hich he i.., no t prepared to f'n llow. for example. 

to practiLe custonh and rnarry a Bhaca ~irl. ·\II thio.; creatt·o.; conrti ct within 

him elf' :llld betllt'l' n h imself and the tnHlit ion:tl pl·oplt' . 

Hiordan ( 196 1:53-5-l) qu oted b~ Qa ngu ll' . puh the blame on Z\\eli nzima an d 

'hcmbeka and poin ts out that thei r brh :l ' iour i" '·' pic:Ji ol' ot her young 

lcaclrt·-; cl-.,e ll hr re. Thi o., i · ' 'hat he h<lS to say about Z\\Piinzim;l: 

Lil~c COil\ (' l'fS the \ IO rld OH' l', the 

.I<HJt hful .-.urgc of enth usin~m urge" hilll 

to go for \l a rcl at too g reat a ~pet>d. 

ouht rippi ng those \\ hom he wb iH'" to 

:r:. 



ll'ad . There is in re:llit .\ a flt' our uf' 

fan:1t i c i~m a nd a lack of' pa t icnce a nd 

mcl lo'' ne:-. ·. which accounts largely for that 

impctu ou ·ly and driving power of youthful 

idea li ·rn. Everywhere that dri\'ing force tends to 

~"eep it s )Outhful bea rer~ on to the rocks of life . 

Lacan (1977) :h-.<.·rts tha t the min·or image is till. however . an alienated one. 

The u nit~ that deH• lop..; i.., .') plit uni t). The child .. mi recognises" itse lf in it. 

Tflt• imaginar~ fpr Lacan is prcci..,c ly th i-. realm of image.') in which ''e make 

idcnti fic.lt ions hut in the \ (' ry act of d oing ·o are left to mispcrcei '"e a nd 

Ill rccogn i c our eh c:-,. Z\\ eli nzima mi.,n•cogni:e<, him ·elf a ft er he rea lizes 

th , in the rncet ing he is the on!_> pcr--on "ho i · re., pon ib le for killing the 

!., o;,! La ter un he tri e-. to pract i'>c omc of the thing (t raditional things) that 

ht• ,a.., ini t i .\11~ agaimt. 

J u ,,g ( 1983) notl<l that an indi,ictual can do thing'> . omctirnrs or <·ncount rr· 

..,it u.1tion.., \lhich ca 11 ..,e p-.~ c h o l o~i c al di~ h a rmO II .\ . z,,l'l inzirna fin d.-. himself 

surTounded h_:, an e11 , ironrn r nt "hich cau '>eS hin t to beha1 t' trncon-.,c iously in a 

'':l.\ \l hicl r b cont r:tr") to hi · natu re . Ikc:wse Z"eli nzima needs acceptance by 

his people . he tri l''> to p<' rform t hing., that he thinl.:s "ill sati.'>fy them. 

J ung ( 198J ) :l'>S(' rfl. that in it~ indi' idual ma nife~tation the char·actr r of a 

llla n· .') a nima i'> . :l 'i a nrle . ·haped by h is mothe r . It feels that h i::. mother 

I .1d a ll(•na t iH• inflllellce 0 11 him, his anim:t n ill often C':\prPss itsrlf in irrit a b le . ..... 
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d<·pn•, r d mood .... II IH'l'rt aint) . i n :erurit~ . Z\\ elinzima· . personality po:-.~es~es 

...,o n1 c of the aho,·P- 11H' n1 ionrd b r h:n iou r . It i di ffi cult to ·ny that hi 'i mo ther 

had a nrgati \(• inllul'ncc on hi m berau ... e nothing i being sa id nf his female 

parent. Ba. ed on hi behaviour, we c.m a sume that he believes that hb 

mother d id h:n c a nega tive in f"lue ncc on him . Zwclinzima as already 

mentioned, di ,pla) uncerta inty on th e time he i uppo cd to go to 

\lpondomi ela nd and ta ke his fa t h er· ~~ throne. O ne of the causes for this . is 

in , ecurity becau1,e he is awa re that hi~ uncle . Oinginda\\ O can p la n hi. denth 

hefon · he could rl':lch the placr and more over he doc not trust 

a ma ' I pond om i'-l' . 

Z\\ tl inzima ·s d t> pre~si' c mood.., a rc p011r:tycd ' 'hen the .\mafel anda \\ Onyc 

arrh ed at Gcinii'ibele· 'i place to fetch him . On that da~ Z"clill7ima '' akes up 

ea rly in the moming and take' a \\ a lk to th e riH•r and he ... it s the1·e 

mrdit .tting . \\hen he rr tun1s l:lte in the aftern oon he goc to h i.c-, room a nd 

lil' on hi , bed " ith the lamp off". Ccini Jibelc a-,1\.., him t o go t o th e main 

hnu e and gn•(·t till' ' i ... itors. z,, el in l.inw re..,put•th in a n tllu·esp<'r lf"u l ma nner 

''hich fo t,ced C cin izihell' to \\:tlk to th e kraal to \\N'p. 

:\gaha nt u baphi abo'? 

flngqum ho l 'em inyanya: I 03/ 

\\"ho arc th o'ie peoplt•"? 

I 



Lac.tn (1977) mai nt a ins that l.wguage ''ork b~ such a lll OH' Ill('lll !"rom one 

-.ignifier to anot her . This lack \\ hich language ~tri v es continu a lly to fi ll by 

1110\ ing from nne ·ign ifier to another . b the ource of de ·ire . Jeffe rso n a nd 

Robe) ( 1982 : 153) a <;eri that desire for Lacan is a n effect in the subj ect of 

that cond ition \\h ich i · imposed upon him by the exper i ·nee of the el i -cou rse 

to cause h i · need to p:1s t hrough the defi le of the ignifie r . Zwcl inzima , 

after all the ups and dO\\ IlS a nd dea t h~ tha t th e tradit iona lists created de trc 

to ati f) them in order to be accept ed by them . IIi. accepta nce by th e 

tradition a li~ t .;; will ~ ~~IJ~t itu te hi Jove fo r Them beka . .-\<;soon as he accepts to 

ati-.f~ them he i. rej ect ing Thembeka . 

:'\i n.t \ Tollerna (1992: 89) ays L1ca n conclude tha t in :-. ignif)ing m· t , , od~ of 

the uncon-ciou. e' er) ''o rd indica tes the ab ·enc(• of "ha t it ..;ta nd: for . 

La thi <.> le:\kosi . .. . \l na kl' andimazi apho al, llO na . 

:\ in gamp lw thu rna kc u kul>a ni) anwt.i . Yit.ani 

na) e.·· \\ :thho uZ\\(' Iiruima engann.i noku ba 

uyaphu pha noku ba ult leli na. 

f lngqumbo )'cm inyanya: 218/ 

'1 h(' king sa id . " I do not kno" "h ('n' ::.h L· i . 

You can fe tch hL•t· if you knO\\ " lte t·c ..,he i..; . 

Brin t; her . ·• Z \\ el inzim :l ttll l' rcd tlte:-e \ \ Or cl'i 

not kno\1i ng \lhet lH·r he i..; :l \l :tke ot· drram ing . 



z,,L·Iinzima <l~ree - to marry a Blwca gi r-l becall'>l' hi cle'\ire i to a ti !'> f~ the 

tradit ional i!>IS and IH'ed<> to be accepted a nd IOH'd b~ them. bec:111 e they 

compl:lined of him. 

z,\(~l i nzima takes hi life by dr0\1 ning him elf in the ri \' Cr. Death wi h is for 

Lac,\11 a n effect of th e fru tratcd de.< ire for the other. Qangulc (197-l: 1) 

interpreb the ri\ era a s~ mbol of purificati on. redemption, spiri tua l rebirth . 

hope. ne'~ life or r·e~ener·;lt i nr l. li e furt he r- ay;; if one drowns in the r iv<•r : 

It i..; ""' if the ch;l ract r r dc ... ire'> a 

retu rn to t he \\Omb, a relap'ie int o a t;~tc 

of prot C'rti' e iso lation and safety again tall 

~ ~~ ITcri ng. . \ mergi ng or the i nd i' id 11:1 1 

id<·n tit\ "ith a primal <,late of bein~ . RiH·r 

and sea \\a ler 111:1~ be a ...... oc iatrd '' ith im purit~ 

or ' ' itll the uncon.,c iou..; . 

. \ft er hi'\ fru ... tr.1 tio11 of be ing :ll o rll' . Z" el intima decide., to take hi life to get 

rid of the i'\olation a nd '> llfler in!_! tha t hr i goin~ throu~h. li e cit· ires a ret urn 

to the \\Olllb \\ hen~ he could be protected and depend.., on the rn nther for a ll 

the ati ·faction. On the ot her hand hr may he lon!_! ing for anc<· ... to ra l 

protection . The ~li1jola Ancesto•·y a rc ~aid to inhab it th l· deep water . Per·ha ps 

the.' wen ' beckoni ng him a nd he \\:IS to la'ed t il l' ca ll. Z" elinzima as a k ing 

of a ma.\lpondomi-;e i . uppo~cd In be b11ried in the ri , r r. Ite uncon-.;cious ly 

take . hi'i li fe to :l righ t pia('(' for hi.s i:l'>l pblC<' of l'l'"t. 
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TilE\ IBEKA/;'\ 0 BA~TU 

\\"e nrc not "ur·pri -,ed " ith 'l hembeka · s bella\ iour at a later· stage of her life 

and her ignora nce of th e cu toms at the \lpondomise homest ead . Kha lipha, 

Thcmbeka · s fathe r confirms that his daughter has been ignorant long before . 

\\'ayoyihl le nt o (utata ka Thembeka) 

kuba wayenga kholwa u ku ba uThembcka 

uya kukwazi ukwcndela ko\Ikhu lu kuba 

"ayc ngazange :1y iname b\akuda la into 

yokunonoph ela ubucukubhede b<l llla ·iko . 

[ln gqumho }'eminyanya : J.JO} 

Thembeka · - fath er bec;l me afra id of this 

because he \\;l 't not ..,u r·e \li th the fa ct th at 

Th embeka ca n be a \\ ifc of the Rova l famil~; 

brc:llt~e she \1 as ncglige;1 : of th e t radii io na l 

: u-.toms long before . 

Qangu le (197~) confi rms that ironical!.' Thembeka becomes one of the 

ins tn11 11 ent · of her husband ·s clP~tructi o n. :\s it has already been 

mention abovr , she i-.; ignor:1n t of the cu-.toms . ~he infl uences 

z,\ clinzima not to pr·a cticc cu tom.., :11 th ei r IHHlleSt (·ad a lthough 

z ,lclim.ima i: doing tha t beca use of the pre ·sure from the 

traditiona li -;ts . ~hapl in mentions tha t Ph alltt~ 1 • the representation of 



the peni-. . 

I re ud ca lled the female a tt.-i bute · of male qual it y envy. Penis enry 

doe not a l\\ a~'i imp l ~ th e a natomical organ bu t al o idea of it th a t 

people ho ld in general, t\lo llcm.t ( 1992 : 87 ) . 

Thembeka· reactio n 11hen h ki ll the nake ala rms th e t radi t ional ist. 

Qangule (197-l:.:'-l) ~a~~ the firs t th ing a t raditiona l \l pondo ruisc man 

!--Ce in a ;\Jponclomi e \1 oman i · a huma n being of a di ffe rent 

ph).., i ognom~ and functio n fr om him .... cJL ' he i not ·upposcd t o be the 

111;1 cul ine. 1 igorou t1·o ng and acti ve being th:1 t th e male i'5. ll cr 

an<'cr ' hould not be a 'iolent a<; h i-; . 

' he " ra re !~. it t' l cr a t al l. gu ilt~ or .... uch art... a .... hom icide. It is the 

111an 11h o at t rarh . inj tll'l'" and kilt ... . It " he Hh o d{'fcn d and p 1·otec t ~ a 

" oma n or child ag:tin-..t danger . 

--- l "the u kuba a~ib onc ngnku ''il\.lltl rna 11 akha l:t . 

\l angcna l'nd lini ll:tph tllllil IH' ntong:l. Bath i 

brnqa nda ama h:tyi-hayi 11abe u '\oba ntu l' \.h in l'il' t' II) Okeni --

ll :tphu rl<:llla kwl'SO ..,itl111 ha enga~an_1al h l' l i 

l'llk11al,h 11 eni--- ha~i "a.\i lH'tha ll:t _, iqu-..ha . 
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"'niro l.l loo nJ..."a kll,,a chu ngom il:1 . 

''a~ iheka e:idu lini kude entl :1 konl7i. --

{lngqumho l'cminyanya : 169] 

She flu ng it far :1\\:l!- -- -

~0\\, colliding '' ith the nake . he lea pt 

int o the air· \\ ith a cream. Then rushing 

into the hou ·e a nd eizing a tick 

She IIl"ldc for the nak.c amid the erie and 

prote-.t. of the horrified pro plc. ----and 111 

that -.plit second Thembcka broke away and 

fle,, at the <, n:-~h. e . • he cn1. hcd the .... na ke to pu lp. 

~IH• pickt•d it up b~ the t:lil . and took it 

t o the hill ~mne di ... tance from the house and ll'ft it there. 

/Th e Wrath vf the :\ncestors 18.J I 

1hembeka po rtray '> m;dc qua lit ies 111 acti on and 111 th ought. "h creas 

..,he i~ dc~cribe b~ men "ho " ant to ~ee her a'> a beau tiful \\ oman 
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Kho na ~ek u.'.i t hi11 a '"! ink o-;aza na ·· 

n~umyolclo ka) i')e . ngu mt ·onani 

onga thi et handana nentombi enje 

nga le kaKha li pha ayincame athathe 

iqiqi holo clits ho ngobu ·o ngathi 

bcbu ph a I wa ziim pa ka. 

[lngqumbo yeminyan.va : 138 } 

G ranted that she is a p rince ·~ a nd 

that it was h is father d~ ing wi ·IJ 

tha t he s ho uld ma rTy h l' r . 1 ct 11 hat nonna l 

man in love wi th a '' oma n li l.;e Khalipha · s da ught er 

\IOuld CH'r g i1 c her u p ror the ~ake of a clumsy . 

primiti1·e HOman 11hose L1ce look: like it had been 

.... rra t r hcd ln the cla Hs of "itch · .· cats 

[Tire H'ratlr of the .-\ncutors : 150 1 

jordan cle. cribrs the men·s 

fol iO li S 

admiration of the ~id T hemb r ka as 

Aha nyc ba nCO llla isit hom n . aba nye igaz i ulw ba lihlc. 

aba nye ba ncoma isi t h o . :1 han~ e banroma ub uiH' Ir .---

/lngqumho yeminyanya : 136/ 
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."omc pr·ai ·e her st ructure. !lome her ''ann hea nedm·ss , 

'>l)lllC her beauti ful legs ,!:>O ille her liH~ Iin ess 

/The ~\'rath of the Ancestors : 136] 

To pr·o,e that ~obantu por1 rays male qualitie in action a nd in 

thought '' e ca n refer to the way she ki lls the nake . To add more we 

ca n look to her contribut ion which play an imporiant r ole in pla nn ing 

for Z\\elinzima · - return to his fath erland .Although amai\lpond omisc 

make use of hu contribution· unconsc iously becau e they thought that 

tho c arc \lphut humi ' vie'' -

\\'ala uTheml>eka , ''a thi in to 

e~.1 ku nH' n7a angakhan~ e li int o uZ\\elint.ima kukuba 

~cna:\ l phuthum i angabi .... alwza nto kuye . a. uke nje 

athi mbo et.inyanini. :unb o ni~e uZ\\elinzima ukuha 

aku kho kul>a -.arihla . 

/fngqumbo yeminyanya 3 1/ 

; T hemheka disagreed . and ~h e said 

t he things th :t t \\ ill make Z\\ el in Lim:t not to dl'ny is 

tl1at , J\ lp lwt hurn i must not a~k him an~thi ng but go 

~ t raight to the point to <., hO\ \ z,,eJinzillla that he 

knows c ' er.' thing ·o th at he cannot get :1 chance to 

\I I 



Some pra ise her '>l n tcture . . ome her Harm ll r a r1 edn rss , 

1,0me her b~ auti ful leg ,:::.ome her l in~ li11ess 

[711e Wrath of th e An ce~·1ors : 136] 

To pro ' e tha t \'oban tu po1irays male qualities in action and in 

thought '' e ca ll refer to the way ~he kills the nake . To add m ore we 

ca n look to her coni ribu t ion which pia~ an importan t role in pin nn ing 

fo r Z\\rlinzima · · ret urn to hi fath erla nd .Although ama;\lpondomi ·e 

make u<;e of her cont r ibution- uncon.<-c iou ly hecau e they t hought that 

t h o:::.c a re \1 ph u t hum i · s vie'' · . 

\\'a la uT hembeka , ''at hi in to 

e~ .1 kutne tt 7a angakhan~ el i into uZ \\ elinJ..ima kukuba 

)l'lla .\lphuthumi angab i '>a huza nto klt~c . a)uke njr 

at hi m ho e1.in) anini. amb o ni~e uz,q·linzi ma uku ba 

akukho kuha -:.af'ihl:t . 

/In r;qumbo y eminyanya 31] 

; The111heka di ..,a~rre cl . and ~ Ill· said 

the things th:tt \\ill ma ke ZH cli nLima not to deny is 

that , ~lplw thumi nHt'it not il'>k hi m an~ th ing but go 

~tr:tight t o the point to .... ho'' z ,H• Iim.ima tha t he 

ktwn s e'er~ thing -;o th ;tl he ca nnot gc·t a chance to 
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hide an~ thing . 

[17te H'rat!t of the Anceslors 31] 

To ad d J ordan h:1s this to say to pu t l'mpha ·is on Thrmbek a s 

ph.tll us beh :H iour . 

u\lplwthumi kC' \I Cl)Cngazanoc aycJ.;c 

uli.uthaba tha amaccbo ~uThcmheka 

l\ub;l \\ayemqo ncle K\\ :1 -eLovrda le u kuha 

··unobuchopho .1.:1.!.~.!.1 . :\oko ke wayenga t ~ho 

ph:1~a k\1ama nye amadoda ezimb izwen i uku ba 

J.;uk ho um ntu o.' ink:nana onal o nofifi I wale nto 

r lngqumho _rcmin_ranya 61} 

l hroughout thi ..; pe ri od \lphuthumi turned to 

Th cml)('ka fo r ach in• fo r he had rea li1.ecl th at 

-..he had the brai n-.. or a man 

.-\1 th e tlH'l'\ing \I it h hi-; fc liO\\ conspirator . 

ho'H' \ Pr. h(' \\:1'-. ca reful not to re,·ea l th e fact 

t lwt a "oman h.tcl been let into the secret. 

(/'h e \\'mth of the An cestors : 62-63] 

'lltt·mbeka al o.;o att ended !'ll' \ Cra l Jll l'l'ting-; of t he kings as a woma n. It 

is abo !'ltated that sin• \ 1 ,\ 'i the o nl~ \\ Oman \\h O at tended th ese 

tn<·eting . ·r hemlwka ju .... t li ke hH·Iinzin ta . take· .... a step furth l'r to early 



adu lt hood . :he become. a quren a nd ~ I H' L not read~ )Ct for that 

rt'>l 111 ibilit ~ of bt·ing t he moth er of the clan. She -,t ill enj oyi ng 

her ~out h . th:1t i~ why we see her dre'). ed li ke a girl of the Jola 

fa111 ily not a the wife of the l\Ipondomi e fa mi ly. 

Thcmbekn · .., we ·trrn influence put more effor-t to her behaviour . 

Young ( p 3) sav 

Any gn c n r rspon e or bch:n iour may be stated as 

the funct ion of the int erplay of the person an d his 

environment 

\\" l1 11 \\ e look a t TIH•mheka·~ anger ''hiht ~he killc; the ~ nakc. ·he is 

in l.!cl dC'>tn))illg her t •e ( at i o n~hip \\ith Z\1t'lill7il11:1 illlU hi . fam ilY. ll er 

ne!.!, .t ti\'e ntt it ucle towa rds th e s n <~ke ho'' ~ th at 'lh C "il l ncn.' r eve r· 

ha' e the rdHion.-,hip ' ' it h ·it" tha t i-; :\lpondomi e famih · 

S \\ :lllcpocl ( 1990 : 45) maint:1 ins that ---

ps~"C h O :llla lyti c •·cadcr tends to :t'e 

<~ II t oHcr· ·, lli OII llt a in peaks. ~nak e 

kni ' es a nd ~" onls a\ ma le ~~ mbok 



th 

\ pen is 1 ~ a l o believed to be s~ mbolic of a ·na kc . :\oba ntu · s killing 

of a ~nakc !:>hO\\'i tha t the1·e \\ ill never be a exua l rcbtionship bet ween 

her .wd Z\\el inz ima ... he kill the a tt ach ment bet ween them . 

After t he nake inc ident , :\obantu is ent home wit h th e child . When 

~he arrive · at .\ ljika no one is willing to ta lk to her. She becomes 

i olatcd bccau-;e every one run a wa v from her . 

Freud a <.,e 11 -; that . the ro~ a l road to the uncon ·cious drea m . 

On•,un for Freud are e~ entiall) a ·yrn bolic fulfillment of unco nscious 

\\ i ·;1 e. nnd if they a re c:to.., t in d irect ly then it might IH• hocking and 

di~w rb i ng (•nough to \\ ake u u p . 

Aft r T hcmbcl..:a has been to ld about ('Vt'r~ thi ng that affects 

Z \\1 lim.irna . . life, :-. he l·ep rl'')Sl'S :t il th at informal ion because !>he doc 

":1 1 t to belie' e " hat io.., go ing on . The :-.u pprc.., ed -., ubject io.., l·e,'l'a lcd 

th rough dn•a ms . . ·he t'l'i t'~ :-.e , era l time~ in her ~lec p and SOillet ime · 

he e' en \\ :tke-., u p beca u~e of her c r~ . • he tric" to get rid of the 

information hut it is ~ t orcd 111 the uncon'\cious and rn ea led itsl' lf at 

night . All thi s hO\\ <.; th at !:>he i..; not happy a bout z ,,e(i nzima 

being l..:i ng of i\lampondom isc . 

uThent lwka ku:to zonl..:e t•J. i nh uku \1 a.H'S<.'xhalrni 



elib i cl iba ngcla ukuba abe namaphupha a mabi , 

ngamanye amaxe~ha othu~ ''e ebutho ngweni ~ i . ikhalo 

akhc yena ngenkqu , s ibangeln a ngamaphu pha. 

[ lngqurnbo Yerninyanya : 39] 

In a ll t hese days Thembc ka ''as not happy. 

H er unhappine cau ed her to have bad dreams . 

ometimc ~he e'en \\ okc u p in her s lee p because 

of her cry due t o the bad dreams. 

T h( mbeka sh o,,s her con c i ou~ness "hich i (' \pre c;;cd by means of 

la n ~ .Jage. Th is is prO\idcd b) t h e ti lllC z,,efinzima pay h er a v i~it 

--- , \lnjor, yini kod ,,a ubungezi noZululiyazongoma 

nj c , ngckumnandi ka ngakanje ukuba chekhona'? 

[lngqumho l"em inyanya 230] 

,\Iajo r. '' hy didn· t ) ou bring Z ulul iya zongoma , 

it ''ould have been m ore nicer if h e wa h er e. 

T he ... c :1£'(' her \\ i ·hcs b ut beca u~c -,he ca nnot see tha t z ,, elinzima is 

not the Z " elinzima <>h e k no'' it i.., d ifficul t fot· her to c.,tay away from 

her hu band and child . She coul d .see t hat \he ca n· t do anythi ng with 

the pre~l' llt \itua ti on <>o she decide~ to put it at the back of hc t· 

mind . 



f hcmbeh.a lanoh.., continuous !\ on th e d:w t he lnbola CO \\ fo r th e 
~ .. . 

Bllaca ~ i rl arc d ri,·cn out of the kraal .S he is not sup posed to be 

la ughi ng bec;w~e tho e CO \ \S :u e th e symbol of her ma rriage 

d e truction . h e p r eten d<; a if s he d ocs not m ind but a ll t hose 

depre ~ed feelings unY ei l themse lves on the da.J ~he took her life 

t oget her \\ ith that of the chil d. Laughter i sa id t o be the symbol of 

d iv is ion. appro' al or d isn p prova l. Thembcka · : laught er is the symbol of 

di appro .. al a lth ou oh he r· con cious m ind pret en ds as if he app r o, es . 

J orda n dl'sc ribe~ Th em be ka · ~ laughter as foll ow : 

\\ 'a ·uh.a " aquzuka \lah leka. \\:1hle ka. 

\\ a h leka. \\ o rn a . '' a~a kun a phanh i. 

\\'ahlcka . \\ahfe l,a . ahantu ba'\akeh.a n~ oh. u . 

ba~a k um pha tha ll!!,l'l.a ndla . Abancr da nt o. \\ahkka . 

wahleka, n ah leka. \\;t hlc ka. n :thlcka. lla rnn g'\o li :1 

ngoku. bathi maka~ ekc lc nt o. \\'ahlel'a umntu 

t' hini. llil\ i ngo ku k"acaca uh.uha le nh ini 

a~ i~ od ,\a , b a mthath a bam~a encllini . ehleka njalo. 

\'aqina imini, lajika ilanoa umntu ch leka . .. 

[lngqumbo l'eminyanyu : 227 j 



.·ubantu b ur·~ int o a fit of laught er 

a nd fell 'iuknt ly to the orou.tcl . Pea l after pea l 

of laughter ~tr i king fea r int o the hear1<> of a ll \\ hO 

heard her and they dec ided to hold her but it d id 

not help . llut t hat in a ne laughter \\ ent on and 

Orl. 

It \\ :lS notictd that th is l au~hter Ira got ot her 

implica tion, , "he 'ra' taken to the hou. e wh il ·t 

~ till laugh in g. She la ughed continu ou· l~ till ·unset. 

Qangu lc (197-t ) e:-. pli! ir to.; this laught er· <IS folio''" · Il c o.;a~ - th e 

rcprtiti' e action acce ntuat e · her '-O td such proplH1ion<; th:ll -,he becomes 

mad R . T~ch u ni ( 1968 : 37) -'><1~ " · 

\\"hen ~ ou l:tugh <1hout ad thin~' · 

~our '-Pi r it i" a t ' aria net' "ith fact 

In her (. ·oba ntu ) proce-., of rnad ne. 'he r ut. tltt• rhild·.., hair \\it h a 

knife. T'ti · act <>ho" that he i ~ clc · tro~ in g her relation-.h ip ''ith 

Z"clintima and hio.; fam il~ at l:lrge . . ·hl' l'\l' ll llll' lllinn" the fact that 

·he does not \\ :1111 the ·nake to harbour on tlw child·, hai r . She docs 

not haH' an~ r t l:ltion.'>hip "ith "nakes. this mean" th :t l ' he rejrct · he r· 

in- la\\ and hr r hu b:tnd. 
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J ung ( 1983 

ngcbho7o. c ithi iin\\ clr zalo mntwana 

?inde kakhulu ziza ku1.a lela iin! oka --

{fngqumho Yeminyanya : 227] 

--- . and one day she \\as el i CO\ ercd cult ing the 

child's hair \\ith a knife. sa~ing it is long and 

might harbou r ~na kc . . 

put forward a concept that he ca lled ~ nc ronicity. Thi~ 

term mea n a '"mea ningful co incidence · · of out er and inne r C\'Cnts that 

a r·e not tiH.·m~eh e~ r:1 u all~ connected . The killing of the nnkc 

.. in k \\:lkh\\ 41 · · brO\\n cobra by :'\oba ntu contain a mea ningful 

coi nc idence. The \lpondumi e people belieH·d tha t if ~omeone ki lls the 

. n: h.e deliiH'r.tt e l ~ e peciall~ if .'>he i<; -;u ppo ·rd to ho'' re ·pect to it . 

cal 1111iiJ "ill befall her . [, e ntuall ~ \\C lea rn t h;Jt T hrmbeka becomes 

mad nn d her mad rre <; cl ri H' · her It> commit u ic ide and k iII the 

in nocent ch ild . Th e ki lling of the '>nakc ··ink,\a h.h"a · · and the 

mad ne'>s :ln' not c;l',uall} relat rd . but t h e~ a n • ronrlectcd b~ the 

ymbolic me.llling that tht· Jola clan gi,t· · to the killing of their 

ance-.to•~ ''in h.\\akh,\a·. tHt cr the incident of th e k ill ing of ~n:1 ke 

Themhel"1 ln-.t•.., her mind. She deH·lop · -.rhizophrenic di-.o rdt' l'. 

Atkin-.nn et a l (1 9~3 456) say about <.,chiLo ph r rn ic di -;orders: 
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:\ group of d isorder~ characte rized h) loss 

of con tacts '' ith rea lity, marked di'tl u rbancc 

of though t and per-crpti ons, a nd bizar re behav iour. 

Th r mbeka shows '>t range actions after .':> he returned to th e \lpondomisc 

homc"tc:td. All hl r actions indicate tha t ·he i.s not 111 her mind. 

Kc kaloku olu thando h1 al u ~ in~o?i ngoku . 

ku ba wa ~ e it h i :\ :1 em t eket i -.a~ o kanti 

umph at ha gadala la . :tphat ha lw ml uma ii ndlehe 

aphath c ktrmt~a la ngomqala '' l'~ in:\il>o . (.' \l ll (j ini ·a 

emk r \1 ibha e-,i thi u funa uku l>a anga ngr nwa ziinyoka. 

{fngqumho >'emiii \'O ll \'0 229/ 

''hrn he h olds him -.hr did it 11ith ha rd hand ·. 

he b ile'> hi <> car'>. pu lls hint \lit h lh l' throa t of the 

clothe .., ... ay ing ~he d O<.''> not ''a nt the nake to come 

in. ide her child. 

Th r mbeka abo :-.ho'' - lo<>.., of contact \lith reali l! . Tlli ' i" prt)\rd from 

the CO I I\ ('I'~a tion bet\\Ct'll the \\ Oill<'ll of the Rm al ll oti'>l' of Jo la. 



\"ithi h.od,,a uphi lile'? n!!_athi abzat.i nokuba uph ina . 

\"gath i akaza ; i nokuba u C''\e :'.Jj ika. n oku ba ub u}ele 

e:'\t hiqo na . Yinene lcyo. Qonda kwa ngale nto 

yokokuba angazidubi nokuziduba nga le nt o 

yoku noabon:1ni " '':1 khe nendoda ):1h.he --- u zihlalele nje . 

lnkosik:1zi ya) ihaxakilr a bantu kuba 

ok oko yafika ya) i hambahamba ngokomntu 

o:ephupheni apha phakathi komzi . 

[lngqumbo >"cminyanya : 226] 

Do ) Oll thin k '>he i'> \ll' ll '? .'he dnc-;n· t c1cn seem 

to know ''her e ~h e i.., . ''hether it· ~ \ Jjka or \"t s hiqo 

r em a r ked one of th e ''ome n . Th;ll · · ' e r·) true , 

·a id anoth er. ,\nd that l':\pl.tin: 11 h) ·h e i<, n·t the 

lea bit co rH.'('I'lll'd abou t nrH' r nH·et ing her hu ba nd 

[,rr ~ in ce hPr retu rn . h e r lwh:l\ iour had bafl'lcd 

'cr} one bec:ru-.e ~ h e 111 01 ed abou t like one in a dream. 

[Tit e H'rath (~( tlt e ancc:-;lor !!.· : 258/ 

1 ·oba ntu choo e. 11ater of the Bedlana r iH·r t o ta ke Iter life . Qa noule 

(1 97-l : I ) ..:ay rilcr i a ymbo l or p11rificati on . r N ir mption, "pi ri t ua l 

rebirth , h ope. Ill''' life or regeneration. lie continue t o il ) . nver a n d 

ca wat er lll:l) b e as ociat ed 11 ith im purit y o r " ith the uncon~c i ou 

1 h e j o la h.i ng ar·c bc lieH~d t o be bu ried tn t h e r·11 e r. :\oha ntu 

100 



dro,,ned he r<., c· lf 111 th e r i, c r . thi s sh ow: that Iter death is cau ~ed by 

th e a ncr t o r~ of :\Jpo~domise · and ·he abo li ke Zwel inz ima de ires a 

r eturn to the '' omb in order t o get safety a nd protection a nd get 

a'' a! "ith the sufferings that she ex perience the time s he lives . 

\\'hen ~he de ·t roy her e lf she i not in her ta te of mind It is the 

un co nsc iou~ that dr ive 1'\oban tu t o k ill herself. Besides the puni hment 

from the a ncc<;t o r it i. t he re ult of the repre~ ed though t t hat of 

betra ~ al fee ling b) z,, e lill1 illla t ha t dri\C~ her t o kill he r e lf. 

Thembeka :rnd \'ul-uzumbt·the 's corp e are taken t o the h ut. T he hu t 

_een a~ a !lllbol of the \\ Olllb . Thi" sho'' th a t n they are dend 

th ey are tal,en back t o the ir m othe r· . '' om b-., fL) r fu rther p r otection. 

\'oha ntu· (Thembcka ) unco n<;cious ,,i.-h to go back to the '' ornb 

int en-.ified by tak ing her co rp e from th e ri, cr "hich r" abo the 

~r 1bo l of the \lOmb t o the hu t. 

\\ l' are guin1! 10 luoh. :11 1he m:lladapliH'Ill''' of Din!,!inda \\ o · lwh.1' iuur . ,\ 

malad:tpli\i~ lwh;n iour i..; heh;l\ iour !hat i' ahn orm:ll. if i1 ha, ad' l'r'e l'ITtTts on the 

ind i' idual or -.oriely. Dinginda\\O ckH·Io ped pa ra noia di,order' llt'rause he had 

per~eculor~ de l u~io 1h. lie per\ecul ed :'\g,ahan t• and 111~1d t.' him lt-:1\ e hi-; pla n~ of 

bi rth . The rea , on for thi~ dl·h .... ion i.s herau 'e lw ,u,perl ' 1h :1t :'\g,ahane kncl\\s more 

ahout z ,,t•lintima·, \\ht·n·a hout.; . ,\!th ough Din1!inda''" n ·rl'i \t'd lhe lll'\\S !hat 

Z\\tlintima dit·d tlll the \\:I) to the "'t'a . he lll'\' LT hl'l it•l ed I hat. 
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l nt huhh i'o t·nclayi f'uma n :t kum f'o "am uDingind a11o andi-;okuze 

ndi~ ilihale . :\dan dinga ti ukuha utnt.i ka Zanenn-u la ndi~ a kuze 

ndi11 ulahle . h.od11a nd ah.hangela, ndakh angela ndathi . ' 'l b yi , nanl!o na 

aha han t11ana hayalcZIIa kum, xa k unje mandi:tihe . ndi. ukc kanye 

ndize kuma apha phczu k11engcwaba li ka ha110 omkhulu, ndim honise 

yena okok,,ak hc ukuha andimlahla nga . llngqumbo \'t'minya nya:6-7] 

I '' on' t fo rget the persecution tha t I recciH~d f'romm.' ·brother· 

D in ~inda110 . I 11as not a11are of the fa ct tha t one da .' I 11ill leave 

Zanenn ula · land. I looked and made a dec ision that I muq go 

althou~h I""" a 'iked to look after Zanem ,ul:t · , child r en. I deci ded to 

go and tay Ill'\:! to 111.1 grand f:llher·s gr:t \l' an d ,btl\\ him th:t l I s till 

care for him . 

Ding inda ii O j, accU'l'd or the dt·a th or otht·r he:tdllll'll \\h O \\l're ll ith :\'g:\ah :liH.' on 

the da .' am.t\ l pondom i\ t' rt•cti l td the tH.~11s about Z llt· lintima · -; de:tlh. Di ngi nda\I O 

pla nned to kill Z11elintima before he could r each his f:t thl' r la nd . lie .... e t man.' s nare.'i 

to oh~truct /lleli nt.im:t ·., 11ay. Ill' ith truc ted th e traditi tlll:tli' t' 11ho '>upported him, 

to ' hoot 11hot·1er the~ t hou ght 11a' h im (Z11t'l int im a ) . D in~inda11o 11a' heli e H•d to 

hall' ki ll ed hi' hrutht•r. Zam•mlula tl' .. in~ 11itchcrart. I ll' al'o made an attemp t to kill 

Z11elin1ima 11 hi l..,t he (Z IIelin ti ma) 11:t 'i ... t i ll f'o ur .1 ears old. Din~inda11o al ..,o created 

nmllict het 11een Z 11 t'lint ima a nd the traditional i,ts h.' g i1 in~ Z11l'l in tim a had ad 1·ice 

and h) mi ..,repn..,cntin~ him to the trad ition:tli .... t . :\ lth untini':-. kltt·r to Z11clinzima 

prtll cs that Din!.!inda11 o might h:n 1.:' lwen res pon .., ihll' f'o r Jon:,!i l:tll!.!:t ·.., death . The 

dea th of .. !.!llht·n!.!lll' a nd f'alht•r \\ 'ill i:tlll' an· till' re ... ulh or hi ... ha d inllm·tH'l'' · 
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Oin!!ind:t '' o ran he de~rr i i H'd a.~ a person '' ho la rked a "ell de,·eloped ~ upcrego . The 

indi1 idua l 11ith "ell-de,eloped super-ego re:;i-.ts ·· had or e1il" ' tem pta tions. 

Din;_!inda110 rou ldn ' t resist c1 il temptations as it it i. mentioned that he was invo lved 

in the d~·trurtion or se1 era I people in the book . li e did thinJ.!S that ron fl ict t'd wi th 

the belie fs of th e . orit•!) . To add more he even . hiftcd th e blame to Da hula and 

i\'gxahane for 1111t being told abou t Zwcl inzima · ~ retu r n. Dinginda\1 n was aware of 

e1·er)thing hut he did not \\:t nt Z\\elinzima and other people to believe that he 

planned to kill him (Z11elint.irna). 

" Yini. Da hula, Dlangarnandla! 

\ inh.ohlakalo ~ ani lc ni ~ ctll:t.\11, 

uku thi :\a ni phuthuma umnt \\ an · 

omh.hulu11:t nindifi h lell', ngokung:11hi 

ndilu t\h:tha l\\:th.he"! Yini ukulllll!!\.:da 

inkohlakalo urnlll\\all · omn t:d.; \\ ethu 

ni~:11i ukuha ~ onke lc m in~ ah.a 

ndi.' afuna uh.uha "a lihh1 a phi 11:1. 

\'ini . ;\'g,ahane uku th i umti ka:\g11:111ya 

'' ah.u.\ a le t. I I a ku'' e u..;ukt• 

tl\la hlule pha ka thi . 

{lngqumho l'eminyanya: 115/ 
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\\"hy. Oabt!la, Dl a ngamandla! \\'hat cruelty is this'! 

\\'hy did yo u concea l from m e the fad 

that you \\ere going to fetch my brother· s 

child . as if I \\ ere his enem y'! Why did you fill 

his head \\ ith thoughts or cvi I \\hen ) 'OU knl'\\ 

that al l th c.<; e ye:.~rs I have been trying to find 

out Hhere he \\:lS hidden'! \\'hy, 'gxabane'? \\'h,· did 

~ ou tear a-.ide :'\gHan~a · s HO!llb th;tt you \I ere pledged 

to \afc!!uard all these days of your life'! 

[The H'rath of th e Ancestors : 12.1] 

Dinginda\11) aimed to de\troy the belief that he \\:IS ag;tinq z,, cJinJ.irna . lie 

prepa red a \\:t) for hirn -;l'l f so that "hatcn:r he plan ned he could not he a suspect . 

( Je r idiculed tJH• ptop k Oil the d:t) of z,,eJint.im:t''> ar ri1 aJ O il hi.; father-land. lie 

even tri cked tlll'm h~ cr.' ing . :-.o that the~ could see him ao; an innon·nt pe rson . 



\lTJil":\Z I'l 

Junl! ( 1983) contends that it is the presenre of the ani ma that Gtu<>es a man to fal l 

-;ud denl) in lo' e 11hcn he ~ecs :..1 II Oill:tn for the first time and kn011 s at onre tha t this 

is :he . In this situ:Hion the m a n fee ls as if he has known thi <> \\Oman for all time, he 

fall. for her -;o helplc.-;sly that it appearcs to outs iders like complete madness . 

Bt·ta eL<n eda le ke oo;\ l thunzini no Themheka 

l ' \llhuntini esat.imi , elc ukuha uThemlwh.a utah.uha 

ll!.! ll ndofan:tye 11ah.he. [lngqumbo l'eminyonoya: 23] 

\l thu nt.ini and Them hek:1 \\l'llt to LO\'l'dale . and 

;\ l thu ntini 11as 'till hopinl! that Th t•mheh.a 11ill he 

hi' lire IO\ er . 

The aho'e \t:ttl'llll'n t ,)101\\ that ~ lt huntini ha' nL·H·r )!iH·n up on Tht·mheka. ll is 

tiHlU).!.hh and im: l!.!ination\ are lilll'd 11i th T lll'llllll'h.:t. 

find ing hi-; 11 :1~ throuJ.!h the prohll'rll' of both hi-; inner and outt·r lift•. ln dt:t.'d. rna n v 

of our dream' an.· <.:onrerJll•d 11 ith de tai l-; of lifl' and our ~ur-roundin!.!-;. 

On the niJ.!lll ''he n ~ l thuntini n•:td al l th t.' lcttt·r·s from Zllt•lintima to \lphuth um i he 

had a tt·rrih lt• dre:1 111. ;\lthunti ni 11:1-; :111:1h:t·nl'd from h i-; ~ll'ep hy hi, had dn·am . 
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kun~ e llt't i nc\la di tik a .\lphuthum i. ha.,:lZiqh:tlile 

noDin ,•i nd:mo b:na:tifund:J. noko kukhanya kuluzit.i. ,... . . 

''onda ngaye yena .\l thunz ini , ephe the ihhun j.!uza elikhu lu , 

\\a thi xa athi makalahle ngehhu n)!.uza kui\fth u nzini ent loko, 

\\ :txhuma ehhedini ui\ lthuntini nge . .,ikha lo esikhu lu ... 

[lnJ.!q um ho \'eminyanya: 69] 

:\" ht· slep t h e had a dream. lie d re:11nt tha t he came into 

the pre:-.ence or chief Oinginda '' n at the Ro~ al Plat·e . carr~ ing 

' ' ith him .\1 phuthumi · s ll·tt t· rs . It Sl'l'lll td to him in the dream 

th:11 they ''ere in a di mly lit room ' ' ith the lettl·J--; all :--pread out 

in fron t of them. T hey "en· -;crut ini:tillJ.! tht:m \\hen "uddc.:nly 

Z"l'lin t ima hilll\l' lf appeared ''ith a hUJ.!l' club in hi" hand and 

111:1de -,traight for .\l thuntini . J ust a" he ":1" hrin!!illJ.! it dm\n 

lll'a\ i l~ on hi" hl'ad, tht: dn·:1111er junlpt·d "ith a tl·r rihll' c r .\ ... 

Freud ( 1965) sa~" that tht: intl'rprl'l ati olh of dream" pro \'ides a ro.\al road to a 

knm' led!!e of the unco n.,ci ou-; arti ' itie .... of the min d . 
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T he dream ~o ntcnt tatcs th ::n \1 thunzini was not alt1nc in the 

hou<;~. h ut Z\\elint.ima rlwose.s to a ttad; him . Th i-; 'ho''" hi' !!llilty conscience on 

\\hat he i'i doin;..:. \\"~ ;1\so com~ to the condusi on th;Jt ;\lthunzini is a\\are of the fact 

that \\ha t he doL''i and ''hat he plans to do, (to rak e one·s /euers without his concern to 

the other person, Dingindawo), is n o t an:eptable an d he mi;..:ht be pu ni-;hed for his 

deed . . The shock that "akes l\lthunzini up proH~ tha t he i!-. pa rtly afraid of 

The po..,itiH: fun ction of th~ anima occur'i \\hen a man take:- ser iously the feelings , 

mood..,, expectation-; , and fan tasies <;t•nt b.' hi-; anima-. and "hen he li\.CS them in some 

form . tor c\.amplc a form of'' riling . painting, sculpture. mu.-ical composit ion. o r 

dan cing and o t hers that ca n s ho" through the change of Jttitude , actiHlll'.'iS :111d 

''J r mth. One afternoon ,\lthunz ini a sks to vi,it Themheka the ne\.1 da y . Thembcka 

!-.hO\\S no lll'!!:tti\l' re., ponse to\\ard -; ;\ lth unt.in i 's propo'ial and -.he a;..:recs. ;\lthunz in i 

berorm·-. H'r~ l'\. l"i ted and full of fant:r-. it·"· li e ."110\\S a H'r~ po,i tiH· att itude to\\ards 

;\lphuthurni, he ht•t·omes acti\l' in t la<.,s , he teatlll'-' tlw pupil' in t he""~ he ne,·t·r 

taug ht th~m hefore . 

\\'abult·la ll!!elit\\i e fa , uka lan t\.:t ka tt a~e n!!nk\\akht·. l:l ha n).!a th i 

a"i lilo lakhe----. \\ 'alika \\arhola ii'i!!arl'thi t :rmhini . t ' ll.\l: \\a~ i nika 

u;\ l p huthumi e'ithi. "ha.\i, ma:tn , hha.\a n:mts 'i ·i!!:trl't hi . :\di~a~az· 

inq:m a a~ imna ndi kakhulu n;..:l'li :\a ll'mini... \'onkl' le nto ~ atht·th\\ a 

ngohuhelt'..... I! a) i ke t'nl\ a K\\ en tl:!t:rne . "a:-. hi .' a aman;..:a t·mtini. 

It h~m ha Ia li mdm a) it is~ ngoh.tlll gt11t1111:111;..:a li so. flngqwnbo 

} 'em inyan_} a: 5.1-5-1 j 

lie thanh.ed him \\ith a :-.tran;..:t• \ o trl' . li t• wok out t\\O ri;..:arl'tt t•s and 
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ga ' e ont:' to .\ Jphut humi. ··:"oman, ~nwke ht·re i_ a ri ~arette. I k11m1 

it'-.. not ni ce to ~nwke pipe at this time of the da~... lie ut tered these 

\\Ord-; in a good mood . After the break he \\aS e:\tited happ~ an d ful l 

of ho pe . 

T hese artiom men tioned occu r beca use i\ l thunzini ta ke5 seriou: ly the expectations 

sent hy Themhel..a. Cor5-. ini ( 1 98~ : 11 7) de.-;crihes th e 5-.hado" a: folio\\-; : 

The -;hadow is our "Other tate,' ' all that \\e \\ould like to he. it is th e 

r ompul .., or_v -..i de to our rorl';ciou-; ego ..... . It i-; all thll'-.1:' thing-; \\C 

\\OUid neH·r rerognit.e in oursl'lve.'\ . and \\ha t \\ t:' are pa rtin rlarly 

aller!.!it Ill in other'\. 111re the ~hado" i-; unnm ... riou<;. it is L''l:perienred 

;I'; a proj ect onto ot lwr-.-;. 

i\ l thuntini i-.. a !.!ain-;t the \\ay in \\hirh :\l phuthumi handle .... Tlll'mheka. In hi s mind , 

he t lw u!,!ht that \ l phut hurni is going to de.o.,t roy Themlwka lwrau~e he .; a~s he 

associates lll·r "ith had gu_,., , "oonqa lintloko.·• lit· io., not ;r\\are th ;rt ao., he th inks of 

;\ l phuthumi and Z"l'lintima as ha ' ing had inrluentTs. in fart ht: i-; the ont• "ho is 

rapa hlc of de • ..,tro~ ing o.,onH•ont•. I le arh as a pero.,o n "lw i.., a !,!ain-; t tlwir actio ns as he 

perreiH·s them ao., had an d des trurtive . :\ l plnrthumi a n d Z\\t•lirll ima "disp lay 

i\ l th ur11ini ·.., ..,Jwdo\\ .. "hirh is dil'linJit for ;\l th trr lt.ini to ack no'1 kd~t·. Alt houg h 

they never did a n~thill!.! 11ronJ.! , it is ,\Jt hunti ni 1d111 perreiH·.., tlll'm \\ it h a negat ive 

eye and deo.,rr ihe .... their at·tion-; a -; dt•o., trurtin·. 

i\ lt humini. like Dingin da 11 0 ., h0\1'\ th e p;rranoia di~o rder. I k dL'H'lopo., a dL·Ius ion of 

jt·a lou.,~ "ht·nt·H·r· he o.,et·. Z"l'l irll ima \\ith T ht•nJheka. II i" je;Ji mro., _v driq•,-; h im to 
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betray z\\ l: lin :tillla and :JS'\ Ot: iat c.-; h imself \\ith Z\\clinzi ma' s enemy, Dingind:.t\\0. lie 

ass is ts Din!!inda,,o to de~ t rov Z"l'iir11irna. He s to le the letter: from 1\lphuthumi · s 

su itcase to ta ke t hem to Dingind:.t\\0 a s evid ence th at Z\\elinzim a is s till alive. 

Jcffer: o n (1991 ) dc.<; crihc: m or:.tl anx iety as s omething ''hich hap pens to a person who 

feels conscious ly -; tricken or guilty abou t una cceptable things that s he feels sh e has 

done or e ' en con ternplat c.c; . :\tthunzini felt guilty a bout ha d th in J.!S that he d id. lie 

writ~ a le tter to z \\Clinzi rna \\hich confe.<;ses about a ll the ·na r !S tha t Dingindawo 

planned. li e a "-" for Z\\'c lim.ima · -; forgivcnc.s-; for all the th ings he did (he is the one 

\\hO g :.t \'e the e \·idt•nrc to Dinginda \ \ O that Z \\ e linzirna is on hi " '' :.1)' h ark to take the 

throne) . 

l,;;\lt h unz ini cnn,ad in i yakhe "a.\edw t a :tonke iin:t..: rrnc 

t-ngeka li k i k " as e m h I a hen i '' a rna~ 1 pon d om i ' e. l:t:ha za nt·~ a khe 

ill\.:1\ heha , .H·na .\lt hrrrlt.ini , koh11 huJ!'' in t:t. \\ 'al\ lw et icckla 

U\olu kuz,, t·linzima , . . . 

/f ll!:qumbo l'eminyanya: 2-JO] 

In hi-. lette r. ;\ l thurll ini di d o'L'' a ll th t- deta il .; of Oingind:l\\ o · s 

att empt.; to a " a-. .... i n:r ll' z,, el i r11i rna e' l'll hL•fon : hL· h:rd \l't foo t in the 

la nd or tht• \lpondomi -.e, nor d id he l"llllrt: :rl the part h e . h imself had 

pla .\ed in thi " murder ou-; plot. Ill' l'\L'Il :r o..ked fo r h i' fo rgi H'Ilt'~" ... 

(fh e H'rarh of th e Ancestors: 27-Jj 

Atkin-.o n ( 19 3) a -;s ert~ that ego ohe~ s the reali ty principle. \\' hen \\C look at 

.\ Jth un t.ini \\C notin· that his ego doe-; not \\:Jill to an·t•pt tilL' n·:llity principle. li e 

do~ no t \\ a nt to accept thL' reality that Tht·mhcka is imolq·d \\ith z\\ l' lint.i llla and 

s he does not ''ant to he p:rrt of hi-; life. 1\lthun:t ini tr·icd n l : rn ~ thing -; to get 

T lll'mlll'k :t h ut tht'\ all fail l'd. 
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CHAPTER 4 

SOCIETY IN CONFLICT 

The society that we are going to look at, is the Mpondomise clan. The 

Mpondomise people are divided into two groups, the modern ists and the 

traditionalists. The tradi tionalists in contrast to the modernists sti ll believe in thei r 

forefathers· custom . Luft ( 1984: II) asserts that: 

The idea that a group as a whole is 

involved in a central contlict or concern 

of any given time was firs t proposed by 

Freud ( 1922) and later by Bion ( 196 1 ). 

Although contlic t is active in the immediate 

present, it is a contlict of which members 

are not conscious. 
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Before it was realised that Zwelinzima was alive, both groups, the tradi tionalists 

and the modernists were unconscious of the connict that takes place amongst them. 

We become aware of the conn ict when M thunzini comes with the evidence that 

Zwelinzima is sti ll alive. This becomes evident when the Arnafelandawonye, the 

group which is dominated by the modernists, are busy with thei r preparations for 

bringing Zwelinzima back home. The traditional ists, on the other hand plan to kil l 

Zwelinzima before he reaches the Mpondomise land. The modernists are fully 

aware that they are supposed to hide Zwelinzima because Dingindawo, his uncle 

who is a king at the moment, might plan to kill him because he is not prepared to 

lose the throne. 

The modernists become successful with their plans of bringing Zwelinzima back to 

M pondomise land. '·PRK" ( 1936:367) contends that: 

many writers on Bantu life have pointed 

our that the group consciousness of the 

African is strong and his individual 

conscious is weak. 
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The Amafelandawonye succeeds with thei r task of fetching the king because they 

work as a group. The ideas and advices on what to do and how to do i t come 

from different angles. Zwelinzi rna as a king is supposed to have a wife. T he 

modernists suggest that Zwe linzima, as a modern ist should marry a g irl of his 

choice ( 1980: 130). This view is opposed by the traditionalists. Ngxabane says, 

( 1970:78): 

Amehlw' esizwe aye phi, inkosi 

seyiza kuzi bonela nje? H i awu! 

Lc ntw' isiko ayisaziwa ku ini na 

kulo mzi! azi soba yini na! 

Kuza kwenzeka ntoni kuthi . Ndifung' 

ama 1pondomise, ndisekho nje, 

ndingekakhalywa njc ziimpundulu zabafazi 

bcnu, ncliza kuni fundis' isikw ' el i nje. 

\\'here are the eyes of the nation 

that the chief now goes to tlncl a 

\\ ife by himself. No custom ha been 

forgotten in his hou~e: what wi l l happen 

to us . . . . . . . . . The sp i r its of my ancestors 

ha' e preserved me f rom the bewitchi ng snakes, 

becau e I have not revealed the dying wish yet.      

The e tritlcs spokes by Dabula . ... . 
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Ngxabane · s opposition is supported by Jongilanga, another tradi tional ist. They 

assert that Zwelinzima as the king of the people is not supposed to have private 

affairs. They also say it is the duty of the people to choose the king· s wi fe. 

Ngubengwe, the modernist, ridicules the traditionalists for hating Khalipha' s 

daughter. He reminds them that they are the generation of the stupid bushmen and 

that they are also stupid just like thei r mother (umthwakazi), Bushwoman. 

The traditionalists resi st change, that is why Zwelinzima experiences problems 

with them. 

Eventually Zwelinzima marries Thembeka, the girl of his choice. Thembeka · s 

ignorance of f\fpondomise customs create the contlict bet\\ een her and the 

l pondomise traditionalists. Because of her ignorance she kills the sacred snake of 

amatvlpondomise. That alone creates a split between the amal\!pondomise and the 

so- ailed ama ffengu. In one meeting \vhich is called to discuss the cause of 

Nobantu' s (Thembeka) issue. namely the killing of the sn,tke. The amal\l fengu 

are insulted about their adoption by amal\lpondomise. After that meeting the 

ama lpondomise spli t into two groups. ,\ma l fengu experience a loss of identi ty. 

I n the exposition of the Novel we are introduced to different individuals with 

different cultural backgrounds. Jordan portray Ngxabane as a real traditional ist 

together with other men who are de cribcd as wearing \\\~stern clothes but it seems 

a i f they are not used to those kind of clothes. 

Phakathi kwaba bamelwanc kwakukho 

ixheoo elambethe "intaka-mlilo" . 
::> 

f lngqum ho )' eminyanya: 6] 
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Among Mzamo ' s neighbours was 

an old man who wore a bright 

red blanket. 

[The Wrath of the Ancestors: 7] 

On the other side he describes Mphu thumi as a modernized person . M puthumi 

wears a hat with a Lovedale badge to show that he is educated. 

Wayebonakala ngesinxibo nangesithomo 

ukuba lithambo lasesikolwen i, waye ethwele 

umnqwazi onendwe yaseLovedale. 

[Jngqumbo Yeminyanya: 3} 

His dress and bearing indicated that he 

''as a college studen t. He wore a hat 

with the Lovedale College badge. 

[Th e Wrath of tlze A ncestors: -I] 
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The above description foreshadows the kind of people that we are going to get in 

the book. The description of the traditionalists who wear western clothes ( 1980: 

3) shows that there are people in the story who will suffer loss of iden tity . 

Accord ing to Lacan the appearance of the people mentioned above, Mphuthumi 

and Ngxabane, display thei r incorporation into a social and cultural order. 

Freud (1965) argues that just as the individual passes through narcissism to a stage 

of object finding to maturity, a society can therefore in a similar way pass through 

animistic religions, and scien tific stages . Just as the individual. society passes 

through de\'elopmental stages . As we know that it is individuals that make up a 

society therefore the stages which the society goes through are influenced by the 

individuals· efforts. When we look at the modernists and the traditionalists we 

notice that they have gone through difficult stages in their lives. First of all they 

differ in manv things, on how to build up their clan. Their religions differ - ~ ~ 

complete!_ becau e of the western civilization. The traditionalists are still holding 

on to their traditional custom but the modernists see the need for change. Their 

differences lead to a conflic t between them. After all the ser ious incidents that 

took place. including death of several people, they decided to come to a standstill. 

Some of them realize that what they have done is wrong. Dinginclawo runs away. 

Jongilanga is killed by Dingindawo because he realizes that there is a need for him 
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to change, in order to avoid clashes between ama.Mpondomise. Mthunzin i 

confesses in the letter he wrote to Zwelinzima. All these changes and gu i lty 

conscience show that these people have reached a stage where they realize that it 

is time for them to reconcile and live in peace. This is the indication of maturi ty 

in their lives, although they are not aware of the fact that thei r change will be of 

importance for the society. 

As civilization progresses, so does repression, which i mplies, as Freud later 

developed in civilization and its discontents ( 1 930) that civiliza tion on the 

progressively greater burden of repression on the individual. Freud( 1929) 

assumed that unciv ilized people, in contrast are totally uninhibited. The 

traditionalists can be viewed as uncivilized people. They say what they like 

without worrying about what other people think. Jongilanga · s approach on the 

meeting \\hich ''as chaired by one of the members of the .. ll iso Lomzi ·' proves the 

unci' ilized nature of the tradi tionalists. Jongilanga insults Reverend Nongalaza 

who chairs the meet ing o f the .. I Ii so Lon1Zi ., . He even in ults the Fingos about 

their adoption. The language he uses is not toleran t and he gets more power on 

what he says because of the support from the traditionalists. 

Jongilanga a) s: 

·· Khancnze kuhle, mawcthu. Kanenc 

ngubani !Ja mfokazi uza kuthetha?"' .. . . 

·· 'inento yoku!luka nicing ·ukuba 
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umnt 'uyanxila xa ebuza umbuzo 

eningawuqondiyo. Ndisabuz ' ukuba Jaa 

mfokazi untamo ngath i lihlungulu 

ukwayini na nalo mcimbi size ngawo 

apha. " . . . .. kwavakala u M abhozo ekhwaza 

.. Yid'uphum' egusheni , Jola abakuva. 

[lngqwnbo Yeminyanya:l86- 187] 

.. Be patien t a little, my countrymen! 

By the way, \\hO is the fel low who has 

just ri sen to speak?" ..... ··You people have 

got into the habit of thinking that a man is 

drunk when he asks a question you do not 

understand. All I want to know at the moment 

is this: How does that fellow there with a white 

neck like a ra\'en · s come into the business 

\\hich we have assembled here to discuss? ..... l abhozo 

hours . .. Come out of the sheep· s skin and speak openly 

Jola! They do not understand you.·· 

(fil e Wrath of tir e Ancesrors:20-l -205] 
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Jongilanga and other traditionalists see no harm in Jongilanga · s speech . To them, 

Jongilanga · s approach and the language he uses are acceptable. Reverend 

Nongalaza who is one of the modernists represses all that Jongilanga says to him, 

and he carries on with the meeting. 

Jung (1983) named the third level of the psyche collective unconsc iousness because 

the material within it , is identically reproduced in every man. The collective 

unconsciousness is made up of archetypes. potential images \\ hich each man 

inherits from his ancestral past 

and which enable him to respond to ce rtai n experiences in the same way that his 

forefathers did. 

Eagleton ( 1990: 17-l ) says: 

We desire what others or our parents 

for instance, unconsciously desire for 

us . and desire can only happen because 

we are caught up in linguistics, sexual 

and social relations, the '' ork field of 

the "Other" - which generates it. 
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The trad itionalists do not want to get rid of the customs which thei r grandparents 

used to believe in. This is proved when gxabane sho'' s his devotion to the 

customs. Other people might be confused by Ngxabane · s behaviour because he 

was among t the people who went to fetch Zwel inzima from Esheshegu. When the 

ti me comes for Ngxabane to support Amafelandawonye in protecting Zwelinzima 

from being forced by the traditionalists to do what he does not want to do (to 

marry a Bhaca girl), he turned against them. This shows that whatever step 

Ngxabane takes, it is for the good of the traditional customs of his people. The 

traditionalists are against the v iew of the moderni sts who support Zwelinzi ma to 

di sobey lm father· s dying wish. The traditionalists are st ill holding on to what 

their forel:uhers used to believe in (1 980: 130-13 1). According to the traditional 

ct~:>toms a king is supposed to marry a girl from the Royal family. They also 

believe tha it is not the duty of the king to choose his ' ' ife but the duty o f the 

societ) or IllS fatht:r. 

z,,eJinzi n'Ll is also accused by his headmen of leaving them behind ''hen he is 

going to the ··shunga'' meetings of the kings. They blame the car which was 

presented 10 him by the modernists. They con tend that as a king he is supposed to 

mo,·e arou11d '' ith his headmen so that they can be able to get rood . (umsindleko) 

on thei r ''ay. They are mourning because previously they used to be always nex t 

to their kiPg all the ti me and to them it is a custom to do that. 
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!sikhalo sokuqala sesale moto. 

Amadoda amaninzi akhala ngokuthi 

imoto iyawalambisa, kuba oko yathi 

yafika akasayazi le nto ikukuxhaka 

inkosi xa kuyiwa ezimbizweni, inkosi 

isuka iwaqhumisele ngothuli, iwatsarhise 

ngodaka, iwashiye loo mahashana, iye kufika 

yodwa apho kuyiwa khona, iinyama 

neendywala engeb~ham ba bezi f u mana 

endkleni abazifumani kuba abahambi 

nenkosi. 

[lngqumbo >'eminyanya : 161] 

The lirst compla int \\as that of the car. 

!\I any of them complained that it stan ed 

them. ince it~ arrival they had been 

deprived of the privikge or actually 

accompanying thei r chie f to national 

gatherings. As they follo\\'ecl on horseback, 



they were blinded by dust and choked by 

splashing mud as the swift car ou tstri pped 

their poor horses, so that the chief arrived ar 

his destination without the customary retinue. 

Besides, since he did not travel with them , they 

were deprived of the meat and drink to ,~,-·hich they 

would have been en ti tled if their chief had been 

travel I i ng with them. 

(n1e Wrath of the Ancestors:175] 

The modernist . like Thernbeka, do not see anything wrong in killing the 

"inkwakh,,a'' as it appea rs as an ordinary snake to her. She does not bel ieve in 

the idea that the l pondornise family has an ancestor who comes in a form of a 

snake. The traditionalists become shocked by Nobantu · s cruelty against the snake 

because the\ \\ere taugh t bv thei r fathers to respect the "inkwakhwa" as it br inos • ~ . 0 

luck to the member of the fami ly. 

According to Lacan ( 1977) the supernatural is more emotionally di,·erse than the 

sublime, it adds more extensive possibility of terror and awe as well as exaltation . 

follema ( 1992) maintains that all Zulu speaking people are aware of the 

importance of direct intervention of the " abaphansi" in one ' s life. It is not only 

the Zulus, also the Xhosa speaking people are aware of the intervention of the 

·' izinyanya" in people's lives. A fter 
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the snake Incident the ama !pondomise (t raditionalists) are terrified. They are 

afraid of the calamity that i s going to follow the incident. Thei r terror rises 

because th ~ y do not know what is going to happen but they are aware that 

something bad is going to happen. Berglund(l976: 129) quoted by Mol lema 

condemns thus: 

There are four dist inct and definable 

ri tes which are related to the brooding 

of the abaphant i . All four are to be 

found in rituals connected with the times 

of cri es in life, that is, birth, puberty, 

marriage and funeral s. 

Zwe linzima. together with other modernists, view th~ dying wish of Zanemvula as 

a life destruction because i f Zwelinzima is forced to marry a Bha a girl they w i ll 

be destrO) ing hi life and his future images. obantu. Zwelinzima · s wife 
' 

perceives the ritual of finger cu tting at bi rth as a cri me in terms of the law. She 

promised to jail her in-laws if they cut her hild · s finger with a knife. 

angoku ke uNobantu wavutha 

wahamba apho wathi akanalusana 

luza kwenzi\\'a loo nkohlakalo yena: 

umntu okhe waluphatha olu h\ akhe 



usana uya kummangalela. ··And ina 

lusana luzakubengwa ngamaxhwele 

mna!·· 

[lngqumbo Yeminyanya: 157] 

Nobantu immediately blazed with anger 

at the suggestion and swore that she would 

never allow any baby of hers to be subjected 

to such cruel torture. In fact, she threatened to 

sue anyone who dared touch her baby. - o 

baby of mine is ever going to be sacrificed 

by the medicine men." 

[The Wrath of the Ancestors: 172] 

To r\dler as qouted by Corsini ( 19 -l) the cause of con1licts was more superficiall y 

determined b) factors such as inferiority over social status, inadequate physical 

endowment, sexual weakness, and discrimination. The traditionali ts feel 

threatened by the discrimination they rece ive from Zwelinzima \Vho is a 

modernist. The traditionalists work to achieve recognition in Zwelinzima · s 

regime. They are engaged in unconscious self-deception because they are worried 

more about cu tom dismissal, that they do not want to accept the reali ty that the 

times have changed. The traditionalists have to accept the opinion of the 

mockrni t that Zwelinzima must choose his own w i fe. They fail to consider that 

Zwelinzima i brought up in a modern way. 
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Lacan ( 1977) discovered a first los in a person as being experienced at bi rth. He 

maintains that this loss is occasioned by the impossibil ity of being male and female 

simul taneously. In the case of the Fingo · s this loss is not in terms of gender but it 

is cultural identity loss. The Fingos are nor the original offspring of 

amaMpondomise.They entered the Mpondomise land through the contr ibution of 

cows and they ended up being amaMpondomise. Dabula and others are born 

Fingos but they also belong to the Ngwanya famil y. They involve themselves in 

everythings that is bei ng done by amaMpondomise and they are taken as part of 

the famil}. The big confl icts burst up at the meeti ng which is called by I liso 

LonlZi. Jongilanga and other trad itionali sts refused to be 

addressed by a per on who does not belong to Mpondomise family. This quarrel 

dri\'es Jongi langa to i solate the Fingos from amaMpondomise. This conflict 

caus s a spli t amongst amaMpondomise . 

Atkinson et al,( 198]:581) assert that 

nearly every group to which we belong . Jrom 

our family to the society as a whole, ha 

an implicit or explicit set of beliefs. a!li tudes . 

and behaviors that are considered .. correct ... 

Any member of the group '' ho strays from 

tho e norms risks isolat ion ancl soc i;1l 

di ·appro\'al. 
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The modernists stray from the norms and values of the ~fpondomise society. 

Thembeka · s behaviour is disapproved by the M pondomise people. Even when she 

is sent home after the snake incident , she becomes i solated . Everyone runs away 

from her because they believe that she humiliated them at the Mpondomise 

homestead. 

The second loss discussed by Lacan is experienced after bi rth prior to the 

acqui ition of language. For Lacan ( 1977) contends thus, during the mirror stage 

the child identifies itself wi th i ts mirror image. The Fingos learn from the 

language used by Jongilanga that they are not the true l\tpondomise. 

Lacan maintains that the expression of a desire in language is at the same time an 

admiss ion of deficiency or lack because the absence of satisfaction has to be 

accepted . H e continues, saying that in the signify ing network of the unconscious 

every word indicates the absence of what it stands fo r. Both the tradi tionalists and 

the modernists have desires which conflic t with each other. T he traditionalists 

desire to have their O\\ n mother who is going to look after them, and they desire 

that the person ' ho is going to give birth to the king must be someone from the 

royal family. The most important thing tha t they really desire is the person who is 

going to respect them and who is going to follow the l\.fpondomise customs in a 

ri ght and respectful manner. l\loreover they desire to have a mother of the clan 

who is going to take the king· s hand and conv ince him to perform the traditional 

custom of his people. In the case of the modernists they desire that their k ing , 
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Zwelinzima who is pan of them must marry a girl of his choice. The main reason 

for this desire is that they want someone who is going to work hand in hand with 

Zwelinzima and introduce a light amongst the Mpondomise people so that they can 

accept the fact that the times have changed. 

Because of the conflict between the tradi tionalists and the modernists the 

traditionalists show their dissatisfaction by displaying paranoia disorders. First of 

all the traditionalists take their children out of school. They plan to attack Father 

Wi lliams. 'gubeng\ve died at Father Williams· s place because he came to the 

scene to save the father's life. (1980:20-21) 

The hut can be seen as a symbol of the womb. Mthunzini reveals the news to 

Dingindawo that Zwclinzima is still alive in the hut. The traditionalists gathered 

in the hut to hear the news from Mthunzini . Dingindawo plans to stop 

Z\velinzima not 10 enter the .i\1pondomise land in the hut. The hut as a symbol of 

the womb produces bad things. Oingindawo and other traditionalists together with 

M thunzini v;am to s~e z\, elinzima dead before he can reach the place. 

\Vaxhuma ngathi uyagityiselwa 

uJongilanga. wema ngcenya\ o, wathi 

·· Kulona kabawo umhlaba akuyi kuze 
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kunyathele mntu ndingamaziyo. Loo 

Zwelinzima ngaba uya kuhla e cembu 

eze ngo Jenca. A made Ngawetyala. ·· 

[lngqumbo Yeminyanya:88] 

There upon Jongilanga sprang violently 

on his feet and said .. No stranger will set 

his foot on the land of my father. Perhaps 

this Zwelinzima will come down Ncembu 

and through Jenca. I say no more!·· 

~he Wrath of th e Ancestors, :92] 

l\fthonzima adds, by saying: 

.. Angade abe uwuwelile ul\fnga, kodwa 

akayi kulubcka kulowa \\akowcth 'umhl:lba ... 

Kwesu ka uBhula wathi , "Izinja zase fnga 

zi aluma, ziyakhonkotha, nameva omnga 

ayahlaba .. , 

[lngqum ho Yem inya uya:88} 
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.. Possibly he will cross the Mnga r iver, 

but he \\ill not se t foot on the land of 

Ill) fathers !., Bhula answered the 

chal lenge and said, .. The dogs of Mnga 

\ illage sti ll bark and bite, and the thorns of 

the mimosa prick deep." 

{flz e Wrath of tlz e Ancestors:92] 

In contrast to the traditionalists, the modernists use the hu t to discuss pos i tive 

things. Their aim is to protect Zwe linzirna and assist him to arrive safe ly in his 

father· s land. as has already been said that the hut is the symbol of the womb. 

The \\ omb 1s "here a child is protected by its mother. I t also gets warmth and is 

still dependem on the mother for everything . From the above-memioned 

inform;uion \\ e nouce that the womb can produce both posi tive and negative 

results. 
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CHAPTER 5 

GEI\TERAL CONCLUSION 

Introduction 

In thi tud). the theorie of Freud, J ung. Lacan and Adler \\e re employed . 

It i t hrough their theo rie that ' 'e ' 'e re ab le to present a p )Choana lit ica l 

evalua tion of the '>elected text. The Wrath of th e Ance.-tor . igmuncl Freud 

i the mnin rna n in thi ·tu cly a he is the one \1ho coined the term 

p ) Choana!) i . ll i'i ·chola r a l o pro \'i cle a frui tful cont r ibution in the tenn 

p )Choana!) i · although ome of tiH.·i•· ' ie11s contradict igmund F•·eu d· . 

I h:l\e tried to pro,ide a n adequa te fran H.' \I Ork for thi-; t ud~ . ...\ ca refu l 

accou nt of the r ole of la nguage in the uncon-.,c ious lw-., been looked int o. In 

thi tud) ''e ha \'C eli cu: ed diff(•rent term -;. Th e-.,e term-., pla)ed a , cry 

import ant ro le in the eli cu~ ·ion . 



The briefing about th e \lpondomi ·e cu ·tom · help · the reader to under ·ta nd 

the cha racter and ociety in conflict. It i becau e of the cu t oms that we 

expe1·ience a conflict in the novel. Th e Wrath o[ rhe Ancestors. The 

uncon ciou fore that a re di co ered in the indiv idua l character were 

di cu ed. The pa t of a ma n is linked \\ ith the pre ent so a to under tand 

the character· pre ent ituation.Wright (1991: 76-t) con tend thu: 

But thi i foroetting that \\hat 

a ll the choo l have in common 

i to find tructural images in the 

mind ''hich point out th e \\:l)' th e 

pr·e ent is determined b~ the pa ·t 

in term oft he ·ubject · ~ se~ual 

hi t o r~. 

The conflict of th e oc i et~ i~ al o l' 'aluated P"Fh oan;\l~ticall~ and it i provcrl 

tha t ome of the ir conflicting forces ;~re the result · of the unconsc ious force ·. 

It i di CO\l'red th;Jt Jor·dan. in hi · tHnd. lngqumbo Y emin~ anya . revea l the 

unco ciou mind as di ·t nrct iH· in !>O rne ca .... es. 
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Concluding Remarks 

\lany authot· of African lit erary t ext . including J orda n employs 

p ychoana ly ·i in their novels unconsc iou ly . 

\\'right (1991: 765) ha thi to ay: 

The c ia ica l psychoanalyti c 

c ritic ec the rc la tion ·hip 

bet ween au thor and text a · 

annlogous to that between th e 

dreamer and hi " text ''. The 

aim i to r·eveal the p ·~ c h o l ogy 

of the author in te rm · of hi 

uncon. c iou · infa ntil e '' is he . th e 

cmpha i · bc ino on th e r o le pia~ ed 

b~ the clriH~ · in a ccorda nce ''ith 

Freud · · dynamic m odel of th e ps}che. 

in \\hich the plea ·ure principle conrlict · 

"ith the r ea lit} principle. 
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P ychoa na l~ti c theor.' . ''hether Freudian. J ongian . Lacan n ia n. r r t on the 

a umption that e:xua lit .) i th e con tit uth e fa ctor in the con truction of the 

subj ec t. Laca n ' ' ent fur1 her with hi re-int erpretation of th e d rea m work 's 

mecha ni m a identica l with cert a in clas ica l trope . Thi cert a inly makes 

p ychoa na ly i litera ry. 

Psychoa naly i i one of the theories which need to be con idered " hen 

a naly ing lit erar·y texts . It i not :1pplicable only to the \'o '>- el . it ca n be 

emplo~ ed to a n) lit era ry text. Th i ·tudy prove the relevance of 

p ~ ch oa na !~ i in a n African lit erary text. Alth ough thi .· tud~ i one of the 

begin ni ng in Xh o a . there a re fen oth er : tu die · on p .' choa na!~ is in :\ fr·ican 

lit erature . T he " e ·tern \\ Or ld has manipulated th i theo r~ of p<,~ch oa n a lys is 

long before. in d ifferent " e tem l i t e ra r~ text ·. 

,~., 
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