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ABB~VIATIOBS AND SYMBOLS 

BP Basic Prefix 

Cl . .Noun Class 

cv Consonant - Vowel sequence 

Dem. Demonstrative 

li Homorganic Nasal consonant 

P. Person 

Pl . Plural 

pos . Position 

pre! . Prefix 

Pr . Pronominal 

+ plus 

> becomes 

rv allomorph 



1.o.o. 
1 . 1 . 0 . 

1 . 1 . 1 . 

1 . 

Cl a s 1 mu- - umhu- - nw-

2 

1 

- -abba-

2a 

' 4 

5 

6 

¢-

-
umu-

1:c1-

t1----
--

7 xJ.-

8 eu-

9 1 -

10 tiK-

11 l u-

12 -

13 -

-

14 bu- ,... byi -

15 -

16 p - - ba-

17 ku-

18 u-

19 -

20 -

21 dyi -

Dl cuaaion of th diff erent oy Pretaee : 

MorphologY: Claaa 1 1o Pretiz mu- with an -
a l l omorp umbu- and DW-, and the BP ot -

C1aa 2 i a ba- wh!ob - an llomorpb abba-. 



1.1. 6 . 

1.1.7. 

2. 

Prefixes ~- and abha- only occur with the 

monosyllabic stem -~· 

umhunu (person) abhanu (2) 

Prefix ~- occurs with t he vowel commencing stea -~· 

nwana (chil d) 

Allomorphs mu- and ba- in classes 1 and 2 respectively 

occur with all other stems. 

muLungu (whiteman ) 

muzali ( cousin) 

mufundi si (teacher) 

mukhwenyana (bridegroom) 

mulobokana (bride) 

baLungu (2 ) 

bazali (2) 

bafundisi (2) 

bakhwenyana ( 2) 

balobokana (2) 

Certain noun forms employ the possessive prefixes 

~- (cl . 1) and ba- (cl. 2) which respectively show 

agreement with the antecedent nouns umhunu and abhanu . 

These antecedent nouns a re always excluded and the 

remaining forms are not regarded as nouns but as 

qualificative pronouns based on possessives. 

wansat i (woman) babasati (2) 

waxilisa (boy) babaxilisa (2) 

wanuna (man) babanuna (2) 

Number : Class 1 denotes singular and its correspond~ 

plural forms are in class 2. 

Significance: Classes 1 and 2 are exclusively 

personal. 

mutshayeli (driver) 

mudyimi (farmer) 

muxabisi (seller) 

mudyisi (herdboy) 

mutshumayeli (preacher) 

batshayeli (2) 

badyimi (2) 

baxabisi (2) 

badyisi ( 2 ) 

batshumayeli (2) 



2.o .o. 

3. 

Noun Cl asses la and 2a : 

Morphology : In Cl ass l a the prefix is covert and is 

morphol ogically represented by the symbol 

% (zero) and in class 2a t he prefix is ~-. 

t a ti (my father ) batati (2 ) 

mami (my mother ) 

makoti (daughter-in-law) 

makwexu (my brot her) 

bamami (2 ) 

bamakoti (2) 

bamakwexu ( 2a ) 

Class l a is singular with its corresponding plural 

forms in Class 2a. In class 2a when the plural prefix 

is used wi t h proper nouns t hen it denotes "and the 

others" or "and c ompany" . 

baJi n j a (Jinja and c~pany) 
" baNdumu (Ndumu and t he others) 

Significance: In these classes are found kinship 

terms, proper names, names of certain 

animal s , and some adoptive nouns: 

Kinship t erms: 

siai (my 13ister ) 

kokwana (ruy grafidfather) 

kokwe (ncy ~andmother) 

- --m.c:l mno ( ruy maternal uncle) 

Prpper nam~s: 

Dineka 

Ndl~zi 

Khubekile 

Names of animals: 

bhejane (rhinocerous) 

Adoptive nouns: 

tsheleni (shilli ng) 

mpond.,.,e (pound ) 

basisi (2a) 

bakokwana (2a) 

bakokwe (2a ) 

bal4alwae +2a) 

babhejane (2a) 

batsl:.eleni (2a) 

bampondwe (2a) 



3.0.0. Noun Classes 3 and 4: 

Morphology: The Basic Pre£ixes o£ Classes 3 and 4 

are respectively ~- and imi-. 

Pre£ixes ~- and imi- ocour, without modi£ication, 

with monosyllabic stems. 

umuti (village) 

umudyi (body) 

umuxi ( tree, medi cine) 

imiti ( 4) 

imidyi ( 4:-r 
imixi (4) 

Wi th stems that have more t han one syllable, the 

vowel ~ of the Basic Prefix is elided and a 

morphophonemic change t akes place between t he n 
consonat 

remaining c onsonant of the prefix and t he initia l • ~ 

of the noun stem showing a process of regressive 

assimilation : 

um- + -nenge > unenge (leg) minenge (4) 

um- + - gwala > ungwala ( f inger ) mingwala (4) 

um- + - kolo > unkolo (throat) minkolo (4) 

um- + - dilo > undilo (fire) mindilo (4) 

um- + -pful a > umpfula (river) mi mpfula (4) 

um- + -pfundla > umpf undla (hare ) mi mpfundla (4) 

Numbe r: Class 3 denotes singular with its 

corr esponding plural in Class 4. 

Significance: In t his class may be found nouns 

referring to anatomical terms, natural 

phenomena, and various other objects: 

Anatomica l terms: 

unenge (leg ) 

untlhathi (~aw) 

untlhane (back) 

minenge ( 4 ) 

mintlhath i (4) 

mintlhane (4) 



4. 0 . 0 . 

4.1 . 0. 

4 .1 . 2. 

5. 

unsiha (sinew) 

ungwala (finger) 

unkol o (throat) 

UI:ludyi (oody) 

Natural phenomena: 

undilo (fire) 

umoya (wind , spirit) 

umusi (steam) 

umuxi (tree , medicine) 

umpfula (river) 

Miscellaneous: 

umuti (homestead , village) 

unsindo (noise) 

untshini (machine) 

umukwa (knife) 

untshuti (shade ) 

Noun Classes 5 and 6: 

mi nsiha (4) 

mingwala (4) 

minkolo (4 ) 

mi mudyi (4) 

mindi lo ( 4) 

mimoya (4) 

mimus i (4) 

mimuxi (4) 

mi mpful a ( 4) 

mimuti (4) 

minsindo (4) 

mintshini (4) 

mimukwa (4) 

mintshuti ( 4) 

Morphology : The Basic Prefix of Class 5 i s ti- with 

allomorph ¢-. Pl ural s are in Class 6 

whose BP is ma- with allomorph ima-- -
Monosyll abic stems take the prefix !!-· The plural 

prefix ~- is superimposed on t i-, except on stem - hlo. 

t i hlo (eye) 

tinyo (tooth) 

tiku (country, land) 

Prefix ¢- in Cl . 

dyiwa (pumpkin) 

dambu (sun, day) 

zambane (potato) 

5 occurs 

i mahlo(6) 

matinyo (6) 

matiku (6) 

with all polysyll abic 

madyiwa (6) 

madambu (6) 

mazambane (6) 

stems : 

\ 



The plural a llomorph i ma- in Cl . 6 1s restricted to 

a few monosyl labic nouns: 

1mahlo (eyes) 

imafu (clouds) 

imati (water) 

imaxi (saliva) 

Number: Class 5 nouns denote singular and t he 

correspondi ng plurals are found in Cl . 6 . 

There are also neutral nouns in Cl. 6 . that do nat 

t ake a singular. Generally t hese nouns re f er to 

various kinds of liqui d substances : 

maximila (mucous) 

imati (\'rater) 

mafuxa (fa t , oil) 

madyimi (lies) 

manyala (filth) 

Significance: Nouns of these classes refer to persons , 

par ts of the body, natural phenomena , 

liquids of various kinds, and certain adoptive nouns: 

Persons: 

jaha (young man) 

khele (thief) 

soka (male lover) 

Anatomical terms : 

tihlo (eye) 

qolo (smal l of the back) 

dyolo (knee) 

tinyo ( tooth) 

majaha (6) 

makhele ( 6 ) 

masoka ( 6) 

imahlo (6) 

maqolo ( 6) 

madyolo (6) 

matinyo (6) \ 

' 

).<" . ' 
"" \; 



4. 3. 3. 

5oO.o . 

5.2. 0. 

5.3.0. 

7. 

Natural phenomena: 

t iku (country) 

dambu (sun) 

tifu (cloud) 

khal a (piece of coal ) 

Adoptive words: 

phepha (paper) 

hembe ( shirt ) 

kepisi (cap) 

t afula ( t able ) 

bhantsh i ( ja cket ) 

s ondo (wheel ) 

Noun Cl asses 7 and a: 

matiku ( 6 ) 

madambu ( 6 ) 

imafu ( 6) 

makha!a ( 6 ) 

maphepha ( 6) 

mahembe ( 6 ) 

makepisi ( 6 ) 

matafula ( 6) 

mabhantsh i ( 6 ) 

masondo [6 ) 

Morphology: I n Class 7 t he Basic Prefix is xi- and 

it is s u- i n Class a. 

Pref ixes xi- and su- occur with all stems: 

xipakanya (ca t ) supakanya (a) 

-- xilukazi (ol d woman) sulukazi a ) 

x i haxe (animal ) 

xi dal wa ( cr i ppl e ) 

suhaxe ( a ) 

sudalwa ( a ) 

Numbe=: Clas s 7 i s s i nsula= and its corresponding 

plural is in Cl ass a. 

Significance: The s e classes include nouns referring 

t o persons with certa in characteristics 

anatomical terms , naL,es of animals, adoptive nouns, 

and mi scellaneuoa objects and concepts: 

Peroonz : 

xilukazi ( old woman) 

xigangi (naughty person) 

sulukazi (a) 

sugangi (a) 



xi gebengu (cri minal) 

xiphoqo (sha~eful person) 

xidalwa cr i pple) 

xidakwa (drunkard ) 

Ani mals: 

xipakanya (oa t) 

xihaxe (animal) 

xikova (owl) 

Anatomica l t erms: 

xifuba ( chest ) 

xidumbu ( corpse) 

x~lepfu (chi n) 

xixende (heel) 

Adoptive noUns: 

xitulo (chair ) 

xitofu (stove) 

xi bali (brother- in- law) 

Mis oellaueous ; 

xiboti ( rott~n thing) 

xifi so (desir e) 

xidyala (dish) 

::ib:talesa (~llll) 

Noun Classes 9 and 10: 

sugebengu (8 ) 

suphoqo ( 8) 

sudalwa (8) 

sudakwa f &) 

supakanya ( 8) 

suhaxe (8) 

sukova (8) 

sufuba (8) 

sudumbu (8) 

sulepfu fa) 
suxende (-8-1 

sutulo ( 8 ) 

sutofu ( 8) 

subali ( 8 ) 

suboti (8 ) 

sufiso ( 8) 

sudyala (8 ) 

subhalesa ( 8 ) 

Morphology: The Basic Prefixes of Classes 9 and 10 

are respectively iN- and tiN-. The 

nasal i n bot h cases is homorganic and when it is 

prefixed to t he noun stem, a morphophonemic change 

takes place with the result that in some cases the 

prefix iG ~edified beyond re cognition. 



6Ql.2 . 

6 . 2 . 0 . 

6.3.1. 

9. 

~he nasal in ~he prefix a ssimila tes itsel f t o t he 

initial consonant of ~he noun stem: 

i N- pf ene > impfene (baboon) t i mpfene (10) 

i N- bido > imbido (heart) timbido (10) 

i N- jwa > injwa (dog ) tinjwa (10) 

il~-goti ) ingoti (string) tingoti (10 ) 

When the in~ial consonant of t he noun is an aspirated 

velar stop , kh , the nasal cons onant of the prefix 

is elide d and the fh s ound is replaced ·oy t he voiced 

hh sound. 

i N- khoc i 

i N- khonu 

i N- khnRana 

> 

> 

i hhosi 

i hhomu 

i hhosana 

tihhosi (10 ) 

tihhomu (10) 

makhosana (6) 

Number: Noun~ i a Cl a s s 9 are singul ar and genera lly 

t ake their plural s i n Class 10 . 

A f ew nouns in Class 9 take their plurals in Cl. 6 . 

ihhosana (heir) 

indodana (son) 

insimu {ploughed fie l d) 

makhosana ( 6) 

madodana (6) 

mas i mu ( 6) 

There is an i nstance of a noun in Clas s 9 t aki ng its 

plural in class 2 . 

inonyana (small girl ) banonyana ( 2 ) 

Significance: Nouns in these classes refer to animals, 

parts of the body, people, adoptive 

words and miscellaneous objects: 

Aniaals: 

i hhomu (cow) 

i mpfene (baboon ) 

inyonywana (bird) 

injwa (dog ) 

tihhomu (10) 

timpfene (10 ) 

tinyonywana (LO) 

tinjwa (10) 



7.o.o. 

7.1.0. 

7 . 2 . 0 . 

10. 

\nat ~ica1 terms: 

imumptu (n~se ) 

i mbin:.o ( t h==>at) 

i rabi do (he~rt ) 

ind:eni (sto!!lac:J.) 

.People: 

induna (headm3.n) 

ihhosi (chief) 

ihhosana (heir) 

i ndoda.nu. (son , 

inonyana ( sm:-11 girl) 

Adoptive wo.:ds: 

inayithi (needl e) 

i moti (moto= Cd.:) 

i mpfaniBha tf~r~iture) 

no un Cl asses 11 and 1 0 : 

tinumpfu (10) 

t i nbindo (10) 

t i lllbido (10) 

tindeni (10 ) 

tinduna (10) 

tifulOS i ( 10) 

maknos ana (6) 

ma~odana (6) 

ba:1o:1yana ( 2) 

tinayithi (10) 

timoti (10 ) 

timpfanisha (10) 

Morphology : Tne Basic Pr efix of Class 11 is ~- and 

its correspondi ng plural, wh~re applicable 

is in Cl ass 10 , 11_-. tne homorganic nasal in class 

10 i s Te spons ible f or tL~ morphophonemic changes tha t 

occur ~hen it is juxtaposed to the initial consonant 

of the noun ste~: 

ludyimi (ton5ue) 

lub~mbo ( rib) 

l w1lanyi (m~d rerson~ 

tindyimi (10) 

timbambo (10) 

t i ntlhanyi (10) 

Numbe r : nouns of Class 11 eenr rally take their plural1 

in Clanc 10 althou.gh there are also nouns in 

this clc.s s t:t .. ·· ~ renain neutra l and do not take any 

plu:·al ~ : 



7.3 . 0 , 

s .o.o. 
8 . 1 . 0. 

8 , 2 . 0 . 

11 . 

lubhisi (milk) 

luju (honey ) 

lusiao (a i d , help) 

luqolo (peace) 

Si gni fi cance: Miscellaneous . 

l ukhuni ( f irewood) 

luthuli (dust) 

Noun Claes Pre f ix 14 : 

t inkuni (10) 

Morphology: The Basic Pr ef i x of Class 14 i s bu- o I t 

has an allomorph byi- which is used with 

only t\'ro stems , namely , -~ and al a . ·~r.er ... the Basic 

Prefix bu- i s juxtapesed to t hes e t wo vowel 

c ommencing stems, the vowel of t he basic prefix is 

labialised i nto w and t he nouns assume t he f orms 

bw- ani and bwala . The ~ s ound is further palatalised 

i nto ~ resulti ng i n t he for ms byani and byala . The 

slgnificance of t :t.e prefix E1:, saems t o have been l ost , 

and t he b i- allo.:...orph 0f the Cl a s s 14 prefi x is 

i s superi mposed on it to gi ve these two nouns a 

double prefix : 

byibyeni (grass ) 

byi bya l9. (beer) 

The allowor~h bu- i s used with all othe r stems: 

buxika (wi nter ) 

busiku (night) 

buxongo ( cdeep , 

b •lGC k:;~ (flea) 

Number : .. Ieutra l 

Si ~nifica:::lC e : 'Tainly """bstract concepts . 



9. o. o. 

9. 2 . 0. 

1o. o .o . 

10.1 . 1. 

12. 

Noun Cl ass Pref ix 15 : 

Mor phology : The stem i s verbal and t he Basic Pr e f ix 

ku- i s us ed ~ith it to form t he 

i nfini tive . 

kufa ( to die , death , disease ) 

kufunda ( t o l earn , kno~ le dge) 

kut shul{a : t o be af .... a i d , f ear) 

kudzra l a ( t o 61 ye birth) 

If the verbal stem ia vowel c ow.mencing , -!:iPen t he 

sec i - vowel ~ i s i~s~rted be t ween the Basic ? r efix ku­

and the ver bal s tem~ 

kuya kha ( t o build ) 

kuyal a (to r ef us e ) 

kuyi ba (to s t ea l ) 

kuyosa (to r oast ) 

kuyona ( t o s poil) 

Number: Neut r a l . 

Significance : These forms are r ega r ded as nouns on the 

one hand because they can f ill t he 

sub jectiva l and ob jec t iva l slots, and also beca use 

they can take subj ect i val and ob jectival concor ds. 

They a l so have verbal quali t ies be cause t hey can be 

con jugat ed in the var i ous tenses . 

Noun Cl ass Prefix 16 : 

~orphologl : The Basic Pr efix i s pha- with an 

allomorph ha- . 

The prefi x ~-only occurs wi th two stems, namely , 

- ndl e aud - ntsi , ~~d pha - with t he remaining four. 

hant si ( be low) 

handle (outside) 

phambili (ahead) 



10. 2. 0 . 

10. 3 . 0 . 

11 . o . o . 

11.2. 0 . 

11. 3 . 0 . 

1 3. 

phakati (insi de) 

phetsheya (across) 

phezulu (above) 

The vowel !. 1n the pref ix pha- coales ces with the 

initi al vowel ! of the noun to which it i s prefi xed 

t o give the secondary vowel ~ i n t he forms phe zulu 

and pheshe:ya . 

Invariably, t hese l oca t ive f orms are preceded by the 

loca tive prefix he- as infor mant s i ns i sted on t he 

forms: 

hehantsi 

hehandle 

hephambili 

hephakathi 

hephetsheya 

hephezulu . 

Number : Neutral. 

Significance: Locative. 

Noun Cl aas Prefix 17: 

Morphology: The Basic Prefix i s ku-. It i s -
prefi xed to nouns and some adjectival 

stems: 

kude (far away) 

kufupi (nearby) 

kumhunu ( t o/from a person) 

Bumber : Neutr al . 

Signi f icance: Distance or motion t owards or away 

from . 



12 . o . o . 

12 . 2. 0 . 

13. 0 . 0 . 

14. 0 . 0 . 

14 .1. 0. 

Noun Class Prefi x 18 : 

Morphology : The Basic Pr efix i s !!!!i-· When i t is 

prefi xed t o s tems , t he vowel of the Basic 

Prefix is el ided and regressi ve assimi l a t ion takes 

place be t ween t he r emaini ng nasal of t he Basic Prefix 

and the ini t i al consonant of t he s tem: 

mu- pfungu 

mu- wanga 

mu- deni 

> 
> 

> 

mpfungu (at t he far i ns i de of the hut) 

ngwanga (di rectly above ) 

ndeni ( i n t he cent re of) 

Number : Neutral . 

Si gnificance : Locative . 

Noun Cl ass Prefi x 21 : 

Morphology : The Basic Prefix of t hi s Class i s dyi - . 

The plural occurs i n Cl ass 6 in the forms 

ma- and madyi- . When dyi - i s pr efixed t o nouns of 

Class 5 the plural takes the form ~- wher eas when 

dyi- is prefixed to nouns of cl asses ot her t han Clas s 

5, the plural takes t he form madyi -

dyi dyiwa ( l arge pumpkin) (5 ) madyi wa 

dyit i ku (large country) (5) mat iku 

dyi sondo ( l arge wheel ) (5) masondo 

dyi hhomu ( l arge cow) ( 9) madyi hhomu 

dyixi jana ( l arge dish) ( 7 ) madyi xijana 

Si gnif icance: This is an augment ative cl ass . 

BOUB DERITATI VES 

KOUNS DERIVED PROM VERBS: 



15. 0 . 0 . 

15 . 1 . 0 . 

15 ,. 

Nouns referring ~o persons are derived from verbs by 

suffixing th vowel 1 to the root of the verb and 

prefixing the appropriat e noun class prefix. 

- fundis- (teach) 

- xabis- ( sel l) 

- dyis- (herd ) 

- gay- (sew) 

- hlany- (go mad) 

- azi (know) 

> mufundisi 

> muxabisi 

> mudyisi 

> mugayi 

> l uhlanyi 

> xisazi 

(1 ) 

(l) 

(1) 

(1) 

(11) 

(7) 

Nouns referri ng to i mpersonal objects are derived from 

verbs by suffixing the vowel ~ to the root of the verb 

and prefixing the appropri ate noun prefix . 

- fis - (desir e ) > xifiso (7) 

- bamb- (catch) > xibambo (7) 

-31z~ (hel p ) > luaizo (11 ) 

- bit- (call ) > bito (5) 

Nouns are formed from the passive by suffixing vowel 

~ to the extended root of the verb and prefi xi ng t he 

appropriate noun class pref i x. 

- dakw- (become dr unk) > xidakwa 

- d•lw• (be created) > xidal wa 

NOUlTS DERI VED FROI-t HOUBS : 

Reduplicated noun stems : 

( 7) 

( 7 ) 

Noun stems are reduplica ted to denote many objects 

tindlel andlela (many paths) 

tinthabanthaba (many mountains) 

mitshinitshini (many machines) 

Di muntives of nouns: 

The general rule for the formation of noun 

dimuni t i ves i s to replace the final vowel of t he stem 



15. 2. 3. 

16. 

with the suffix -~· 

imoti 

injwa 

mafuxa 

) 

) 

> 

imotana (small car) 

injwana (small dog) 

mafuxana (small quantity of fat ) 

If t he f inal vowel of the noun stem is eit her u or o -
t he suf f i x used is -~· 

muLungu > 
undilo > 
ntshongo > 

muLungwana (whiteman of small stature) 

undilwana (small fire) 

ntshongwana (small child) 

The suffix - nyana has a derogatory conotation 

muf'ati 

ihhosi 

xi fuba 

> 
) 

) 

mufatinyana (woman of no reputation ) 

ihhoaiyana (despised chief) 

xifubanyana (small insignificant chest) 



17. 

16. o . o . THE PRONOUN 

l 6g1. 0. THE ABSoLUTE PRONOUN 

16. 1 .1. Li st of Absolute Pronouns 

l at . P. Sing . mini 

P1ur . hini 

2nd . P. Sing . wene 

Plur . nini 

;rd. P. 01. 1 yene 

2 bone 

; wone 

4 yone 

5 dyone 

6 wone 

7 xone 

8 sone 

9 yone 

10 tone 

11 lone 

12 

13 

14 by one 

15 kone 

16 kone 

17 kone 

18 kone 

19 

20 

21 dyone 



18 . 

MorphologY : 

The Absol ute Pronoun i s char acteri sed by a-ev suffixal 

element which assumes t he forma -~ and - ni . 

Suff ix - ni occurs wi th the pronominal concordi al 

el ements of t he 1st . Person (singul ar and pl ural) 

and 2nde Person (singular) 

1st . P. Sine. ni 

PJ_ur . hiE!, 

2nd . P. Plur . nini 

Suffi x -~occurs wit h all the ot her pr onomi nal 

coneordial el enent s . 

Anot her feature of t he Absol ut e Pronoun is t he 

central pr onomi nal vowel . Thi s vowel i s ! where t he 

suffixal element is - ni , and o where t he suffi xal - -
el ement is -~ with t he exception of t he singul ars 

of t he 2nd . and 3rd . Persons wher e it i s !.• 

In general the suffixal element of the Absol ute 

Prone~ is ret ained when t he pronoun i s i nflected 

by pr efi xati on i n t he f ormation of possessives , 

adverbs or oopul atives , but occasional i nst ances 

of its elision have been recorded . 

ndabhajwa nam1 ( I am also ill ) 

tshutshuma naye ( run away with him) 

mabito y,abo (their names) 

nwana wabo (their child) 

hito ( t hey are the ones) 

Si gni f icance : Absolute Pronouns are emphat ic in 

signi f i cance. 
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11.o . o . THE DEMONSTRATIVE PRONOUN 

17.1.0. List of Demonstrative Pronouns 

(1s t poe . ) (2nd pos . ) (3rd pos . ) 

1st . P. s. lwe l weyo l wi ya 

Pl . l aba l abo l abaya 

2nd . P. s . l we l weyo l wi ya 

Pl . l aba l abo l abaya 

3rd . P . Cl. 1 lwe l weyo l wi ya 

2 laba 1abo l abaya 

' 1o 1owo 1owu.ya 

4 1e 1eyo l eyi ya 

5 1edyi 1edyo 1edyi ya 

6 lawa l awo 1awaya 

7 1exi l exo 1ex1ya 

8 1es1 1eso 1esiya 

9 1e 1eyo 1eyi ya 

10 1et1 1eto 1eti ya 

11 1o1u 1olo loluya 

12 - - -
13 -
14 1ebyi 1ebyo lebyi ya 

15 1oku 1oko 1okuya 

16 1aha 1aho 1ahaya 

17 1oku 1oko l okuya 

18 1omu 1omo l omuya 

19 -
20 - - -
21 lijdyi 1e.dyo ledyiya 



1a.o. • 

lO . l . O. 

1 . 1. 2. 

. 2. 0. 

o. 

51.7Jl1!1onnoe: e l)Oa1t1on.e can 

onetrat1ve Pronoun. 

2nd., and ' r • po itlon.a . 

ot out for 'the 

sly, let . , 

e !1- t position ind! tee a lac ne~rer to t . e 

1Lto 

t he person ad4reaaed on4 1a t 

ltsh y e worie 'thla one, tbie or 

un lw w ul bula 
(this p rson ia s,.e 

lex! mpot h ( ) 
(tu1 one ia dnL~, i , e . the drunkard) 

ti bi antab.onJrrwEima 
callJne the oh114 ) 

1 ted 

a o 

tG o co1~ position 1s translated tnto 7 l1a by 

t orda •t t or tho~• · t ers to a po 1tion 

rela 1 ly tar fr tho apeaker ut quite ne r to 

t on add ~aae4: 

a l owo un t1ntlh.alll)t1 
river tiah) 

tJ.nj 1 to um 
(thos oga bite ) 

third po 1t 1on in41o tea p ~ oo r: ...y t -

both the al:)e er an4 the per on adbeaed, .d 1 

t:un1el ed into · 11eh by the word •yonder• . 

dil b1 1unu lw1ya 
(I •• yond r FOr on) 

de onotrat1T6 ot the ti~t an4 aecancl ereone , 

uee of the ~onatTativ 

prono\U18 o! tb• 3rd . eraon Claaa 1 for t h 1 

a lar, ~nd Cl a 2 for thel r plural. 
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The first posi tion i s charact erised by a CV struc ture 

in the ls~., 2nd . anrl 3rd . Persons (singular ) . This 

CV stzueture also occurs in the Nasal Classes , i . e . 

1 , 3, A, 9 , excluding 6 and 10 . In al l other cases 

the structure is cvcv. 

The structure of the lat . position demonstrative is 

evidently the r esult of a coal escence of the 

Demonstra~ive Prefix la- and t he pronominal stem 

whose i nitial vowel corresponds to the vowel of the 

Basic Prefix of the no~ except in the case of l at . 

2nd . and 3rd. persons (singular) where the origi n of 

t he demons trative l we does not coni'orm to this t heory . -
Basic Pref . Dem. Pref . Pr . s tem 

(U . 2 ba- l a + aba = l aba - -
4 mi- l a - + jJ = l e 

6 ID!!- l a + awa = l awa -
9 i N- l a + ~ = l e 

10 t!N- l a + i ti = leti -
The structure of the sec.ond pos i t i on is based on the 

d~monstrative pronouns in the f irst posti on . In the 

CV s tructures , forms with the vowel~ suffix ~ and 

the others suffix !£• In the CVCV s t ructures t he 

final vowel is repl aced by the vowe l .2.• 
Cl . 1 lwe > lweyo 

3 lo > lowo 

6 l awa > lawo 

14 lebyi > lebyo 

The structure of the 3rd. posi t i on i s also based on 

t he first position demonstrati ves . 
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l S. l . o. 

19-1,1 . 

22 . 

The vowel i n Cl ass 1 CV !!! i s r epl aced by i ya . 

In the remai ning CV cases , vowels ~ and ~ respeotivel~ 

suffix wuya and~· Al l CVCV str uc t ures 

Cl ass 1 l we > l wi ya 

3 l o > l owuya 

4 le > l eyi ya 

9 le > l eyiya 

10 l eti > letiya 

15 l oku > l okuya 

THE POSSESSIVE PRONOUN 

THE POSSESSIVE COBCORD : 

Li s t of Possessi ve Concords: 

Class 1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

wa-

wa-

ya­

dya­

ya-

xa-

sa-

ya­

ta­

l a -

-
bya­

ka-

suffix il!• 



23. 

Morphology: 

The Possessive Concord i s derived from the combination 

of t he Possessive Prefix which resembles t he Subject 

Concord and the Possessive Particle ~o Where the 

Possessive Prefix i s a vowel the r esulti ng Possessive 

Concord i s a semi- vowel, ~ i n t he case of ~ and ~ i n 

t he case of !• Where the Possessive Prefix i s of CV 

s t ructure coalescence takes place between its vowel 

and that of the Possessive Particle . 

Cl ass 1 u + a 

2 ba + a 

3 

4 i + a 

5 dya + a 

6 ya + a 

7 xa + a 

8 sa + a 

9 i + a 

10 ta + a 

11 la + a 

12 

1 3 -
14 bya + a 

15 ka + a 

> 

> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 

> 
> 

wa-

ba-

wa-

ya­

dya­

ya­

xa-

sa-

ya­

ta­

la-

-
bya­

ka-

alt . b + a > ba-

n 

" 
" 

n 

ft 

n 

n 

dy + a > dya-

x + a > xa­

s + a > sa-

t + a > t a­

l + a > l a-

by + a > bya­

k + a > ka-

In the CV Possessive Prefix structure an ~ ending 

form has been postulated to conform with the rules 

o~ coalescence . Al ternat1Tely , it could be postulated 

that all CV Possessive Prefixes resembling the Subject 

Concord elide the i r vowel s before combi ning with the 

Possessive Particle ~ 
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19. 2.1 . 

19 . 20 2. 

24 . 

THE POSSESSI VE STEM 

PRONOMIN~L POSSESSIVE STEMS: 

Lis t of Possessive Pr onominal Stems: 

l at . P . s. - nga 

Pl . - ixu 

2nd . P . s . - ku 

Pl. - inu 

3rd. P . Cl . 1 - l e 

2 - bo 

3 - "110 

4 - yo 

5 - dyo 

6 - wo 

7 - xo 

8 - so 

9 - yo 

10 - to 

11 - lo 

12 

13 

14 - byo 

15 - ko 

Morphology: 

!he Possessive Pronominal stem f r om Cl as s 2 onwards 

is derived from the Absolute Pronoun. By pref i ::ation 

of the Possessi ve Concord , the suffi xal element of 

the Absolut e Pronoun is elided thus gi ving the 

Possessive Pronominal stem. 
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19 . 2 . 6 . 

25 . 

Cl asa 7 xone - a t impfu t axo (the i r sheep ) 

9 lone axifuba Xal£ (its ches t) 

10 t one amuLungu wa~ ( t he i r employer) -
Pr onominal s t ems for the l at ., 2nd ., and 3r d . Per sons 

(s i noul ar) and lat . and 2nd . Persons (pl ura l) 

cannot be traced to Abs ol ute Pronoun deriva tion . 

1st . and 2nd . Person plur a l forms are characterised 

by an initial vowe l i which coa l esces with the vowe l 

~ of t he Posses sive Concord . In the other ca s e s 

whe r e the Pr onominal s t em does not have an i niti a l 

vowel , no c oa l escence takes place : 

Sl:li moya ya + ixu > yexu (our spi r i ts) 

atimpfu ta + i nu > tenu (your sheep) 

e.nwana wa + nga > wang a (my chil d ) 

abito dya + ku > dyaku (your name) 

wansati wa + ke > wake (hi s wi fe) 

\ 
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