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ABBREVIATIONS AND SYMBOLS USED

RCP

CP

PB

Ccv

v

(C)v

C

P.t,

imm, p,t,
rem, p.t,
f.t.

imm, f.t,
rem, f,t,
aux.
form,

refl, form.

pos,

neg,

ind. nom,

dep. nom.

def. verb,

refl. verb,

Lol
248,
L.po
2.p.

subject concord
object concord

ad jective concord
relative concord
enumerative concord
pre-prefix

real class prefix
class prefix

Proto Bantu
consonant + <vowel
vowel ~
the consonant sometimes does not occur
consonant

present tense
immediate past tense
remote past tense
future tense
immediate future tense
remote future tense
auxiliary

formative

reflexive formative
positive

negative
independent nominal
dependent nominal
deficient verb
reflexive verb

1st person singular
2nd person singular
1st person plural
2nd person plural



> =  changes into
/R/ or /'/ = high tone; /FL/ or /*/ falling tone;
J1H/ or /Y/ = rising tone,

Syllable without tonal mark indicates /L/ tone.

( ) around a phone, e.g. (e)li- indicates that the bracketed
rhone may or may not occur

downstep;
/ = 8tress;
= vowel length
= hypothetical form
L7 = "marking" in semantic structure.
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= Ma;ginal Words

Infinitive
Verbal Relative

4. DNon-Relational Words

Ideophone
Interjective
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Cope (1970, pp. 120-121) classifies tonemes of simple
noun stems into four main types plus "a fifth exceptional class"
These classes are acceptable to us except class III, viz /HH/.
In our dialect, this class is a 'high falling tone to low', i.e.
/FL/

(i) /LL/ Stems:

imifula {s{thupha
(rivers) (thumb)

(ii) /LH/ Stems:

inlalz fndima
(monkey orange) (portion of land cultivated

(iii) /HL/ Stems:
iminwéba éhggénsi

(people who waste time) (kind of edible root)

(iv) /FL/ Stems:
amahlathi amlingo
(forests) (magical performance)

The Root

2.2.13. The root is generally monosyllabic with a CVC
combination of phones.

-phik- in ighika (shortness of breath)

-gang- in iéiggggi (mischievous person)

Some monosyllabic roots have a CV combination of phones

and polysyllabic ones a CVCVC... combination.

ol f - -
-mo in isimd (position)
’ ” "
-ZWa in imizwa (feelings)

-ggqukimb- in ingoukOmba (short stumpy person)
-gekegek- in dluqékegéke (chatterer)

2.2.14. Noun roots can be classified into two types; viz

(a) those capable of extension; and

(b) those incapable of extension by means of radical
extension, cf. Guthrie (1970, p. 92f) for an explanation of
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vields the following nominal sub-categories:
(1) The noun
(2) The absolute pronoun
(3) The quantitative
(4) The demonstrative
(5) The modifier comprising the adjective, relative and
adverbial.
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primarily an object. It is not a verb.

3.644. In pars. 3.4.1. - 3.4.2. above, we tried to
illustrate the fact that the so-called conjunctives are not
primary forms of words. They are secondary derivations from
nouns and auxiliary verbs. They do not have any phonological
nor morphological characteristics that identify them as an

independent set of words.









interjective:

- T~

The Interjective

Full length:

Long length:

Short length:

The Ideophone

Full length:

Long length:

Short length:

(b)

’

wewu: habe:

(how fine!) (good gracious)

WU s et

(indeed) (haill!)

(expressing (expressing anger)
disappointment)

dinsi: memfu :

(act of (act of sudden appearance)
falling)

bhe : : tsha:: /t $aa/

(burning fire) (feeling refreshed)

nsi.
(act of stopping suddenly)

tomu .

(act of picking one out many objects)
tshu,

(movement of needle)

Extra-normal pitch

Interjectives and ideophones may be uttered with abnormal

pitch. The phones are often exaggerated in their articulation.

This sometimes results in the lengthening of certain vowels as

the examples below show.



|
98]
™
|

Interjectives: hayi / haaji [/

(not!)

lami / laami /
(stop it! the fight)
k11bhi

(good gracious!)

Ideophones: hlomu /$99mu <./
(let's share)
khumi / kKhuumd /

(disband / dismiss)

Voice guality

Closely associated with extra-normal pitch is' the feature
of voice quality. The voice may be so modulated that some
ideophones may be uttered with whispers, especially in narratives,
€.

hluthu

(act of snatching)

phu

(stink)

fahla

(be spotted)

Ideophones may also have low voicing, i.e. pronounced in g
low register, e.g.

1%iéi§i

(giggling)

!subhubhu

(act of starting up)

(¢) Extra-normal sound

Interjective: mf / X
(expressing annoyance)

Ideophone: hu::
(expressing fatigue)
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(2) The noun

(b) The absolute pronoun

(c) The quantitative

(d) The demonstrative

(e) The adjective / relative, and the adverbial

2. Nuclear Words: The following sub-categories are found:

(a) The verb
(b) The copulative

Non-Relational Words

1. The ideophone
2. The interjective
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extension -gl- incorporated is generally related to a noun in the
complement "slot". This is a useful means of identifying the
noun,

The nucleus incorporating the passive radical extension -w-
is followed by agents and non-agents. Agents are specified as
potent. Non-agents may be called instrumental nouns, see Louw
(1971, p. 9). BSince both agentive and instrumental nouns are
used with a nucleus specified as process and action verbs incor-
porating the extension -w-, it is convenient to classify the
agentive and instrumental nouns under case forms. These have
already been treated in par. 6.l1l.3. above. This discussion aims
to indicate another way of identifying nouns by using the werbal

nucleus as the starting point.

(iii) A negative verb without the 0OC incorporated

Only a noun is capable of occurring immediately after a
negative form of the verb without the OC incorporated:

akayi ndawo

(he is going nowhere)

indodg_ggithwéle lutho

(the man is not carrying anything)
iDeliwe akafuni mali

(Deliwe does not want any money)

(4) Size of substitution class in which it may occur

The noun may be replaced by an absolute pronoun in the

sentence but not viece versa. E.Ze

{ntambo igqashdkile cf. xpné {gqashdkile

(the ropes has snapped) (it has snapped)
abafazi bayalima cf. bona bayalina

(the women are ploughing) (they are ploughing)
imithi iyaghakaza cf. yonéd iyaghdkaza

(the trees are blossoming) (they are blossoming)

A noun does not participate in substitutions, For
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SR LT
inyoni iphaphile

(the bird flew away)

(3) Semantic Association

The verb- is generally associated with asction connected
with a noun(s). It also expresses the state in which the noun
used with it is found. A process connected with a noun may

also be expressed.

(4) Conjunction and Embedding

Conjunction is a distinctive feature of the verb, On the
surface structure, the conjunction of nominals differs from that
of the verb in its linguistic structure. For example, the
conjunction of nominals employs a connective formative whereas
the intonation pattern of conjunction in the verb is marked by
the use of pauses or caesura. In its semantic structure, the
use of conjunction in the verb differs from that of nominals in
the potentiality of the constituent verbs to form independent
sentences, On the other hand, two or more nominals occurring
in the same sentence by means of conjunction do not have the
capacity to form independent sentences (see pars. 5.2. and
5.3.1. above).

Besides the formation of subordinate clauses (see par,
5.3.1.), embedding is mainly found in the nominalisation of verbs.
The verb stem may serve as a base for the relative clause, E.g.

umintu obhalayo cf. stem in the verb uyabhala
(the person writes) (he writes)
{salukazi esihlekayo cf. stem in the verb: siyshleka
(the laughing old woman) (she is
laughing)

6.3.2. The Copulative

The nominal and verbal copulative may precece or follow a
noun, see par, 5.3.2.1l., above, They are related to the nouns
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The ideophone is often onomatopoeic, imitating sound and
action,

It is generally used for emphasising an idea expressed by
a verb or a modifier. It can thus be used to intensify feeling,
emotion, or tension in the narration of stories or in the

reporting of events,

fed.2., The Interjective

The interjective is an exclamatory word. It may be used
to draw attention in addressing a person:

wé baba
(I say father)

» ’ rd
shwele mfowathu

(I am sorry, brother)

The interjective seems to colour a following noun or the
nucleus with feeling or emotion, Approval or disapproval,
comment or opinion, etc. expressed by a following word is
intensified by the interjective:

kahleni umslindo

(order, less noise!l)
” ” rd ’
wee amasoka, awazi wena
(my as for the lovers, don't talk about that!)

’ 4 A ” ’
wee, 'ukufa lokho

(my word, that is death itself!)
eh8ne, ngikitshéla

(of course, I told you sol)

When the interjective is used aglone or is interposed
between sentences, it is generally an exclamation expressing an
emotion with reference to a preceding or following sentence:

habe

(my?)

halala

(hurrah / bravo!)
wgg-hgb

(beware!l)












- 160 -

(z) The gquantitative
(Ad) The demonstrative

(e) The adjective / relative, and the adverbial

2 lluclear Words: The following sub-categories are

found:

(a) The verb
(b) The copulative

B llon-Relational Words

1. The ideophone

-~

2 The interjective
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CHAPTER i

CONCLUSION

T.l. Introduction

T«lsle In Chapters 2 - 6 above, phonology, morphology,
syntax and meaning were employed to establish the main
characteristics of the various word categories. Meaning is the
expression in toto of the phonological, morphological and
syntactic categories. It is the totality of these criteria
that determine the word categories. Nevertheless, not all the
words in the Zulu vocabulary can be reduced into facets that fit
verfectly into the mould just proposed., In such cases, recourse
is had to syntactic and semantic criteria. In fact, syntax
must take precedence over the other criteria for, as Westphal
(1970, p. 386) rightly observes:

The basic data of any language are its
sentences,

7.2. Syntactic Categories

T«2.1. The relationships of words in the Zulu sentence
show that syntactic categories are mainly of two kinds, viz
(i) a nuclear category, and

(ii) extra-nuclear categories.

The Nuclear Category

T.2.2. The nuclear syntactic category resolves itself
into a bi-polar structure. The bi-polar structure consists of
an ind. nom., and a nucleus, Non=-nuclear words or "understood"
forms where only one member of the nuclear pair occurs as found
in exclamation and interrogative sentences or in response

sentences are excepted. E.8.
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{zimu 14141e (the ogre is asleep)
amadoda ayalima (men are ploughing)

Uvakhila vrmntwana (the child is growing)

’

(
uyeza (he is coming)
(

inithi mide the trees are tall)

Te2.3. Only the ind. nom. occurs in the nominal "pole" of
the nuclear category. The nominal "pole" may occur before or
after the nucleus. The nuclear "pole" comprises a verbal or

non-verbal nucleus.

A Diagrammatic Representation of the Nuclear Catezory

Sentence
-
> 4 \\
”
” ~N
7’ ~
” ~
F 4 N
” ~
- ~
- ~
- ~
& = ~ -
Ind., Nom. Nucleus Ind. Nom.

(Verbal/Non-Verbal)

N.B. The broken lines indicate that the ind. nom, may
occur on either side of the verbal and non-verbal nucleus,

Constituents of the Nuclear Category

7.2.4. The nuclear category comprises the noun (i.e, the
independent nominal) and the verb / copulative (the nucleus),

The Noun

(a) phonological and morphological structure:

CP + a stem
CP has a VCV combination of phones with /HL/ tonemes
Disyllabic stem can be classified into four toneme

patterns, viz /LL/, /LH/, /HL/, and /HLL/
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