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4.3.5 Letiwa (Etshwang mare (1986))

Let¥wa is the main/principal amateur detective in this novel. There
are police officers such as captain Matengwa and assistant Colonel
Sesela whose role in this novel is contrasted to that of Let¥wa. Of
the detectives we have met in the texts mentioned above, viz.
TShipu... and Letlapa..., respectively, Makhina and Motsami, Let%wa
is the youngest. A1l the three detectives were not married, but
still single. Let¥wa was still a young man comparatively speaking.
Makhina and Motsamai were police officers, therefore, professional
detectives whilst Let¥wa was an amateur as mentioned in the opening
sentence of this paragraph. There is a belief that detective work
can only be successfully undertaken by men and not by boys, girls or
even women. This belief is being gradually eroded and challenged by
boys, girls and women; not only in detective work but in all types
of occupations needed by communities of our times. In our black
communities, women are taken to be children and children are taken to
be immature and it is believed that no constructive thoughts can ever
come from the youth. The 1970’s and 1980’s have proved this belief
to be wrong. In this novel, we are first struck by the fact that
Let¥wa is still a youth, and he probes detective work involving the
kgo$i and his medicineman, and we are immediately challenged to read
on, to see what this youth can do to unravel the problem which affect
The age-group of this amateur detective also kindles
own over-mastering curiosity surprises

his superiors.
the reader’s curiosity. His
us when Let¥wa says:

Seo se bolailego TShite re tlo se epa mmogo... (1986:7).

The readers’ curiosity is kindled even further. We become interested

in seeing how far he will go in investigating the cause of Tshite’s

death and in seeing him use his resourcefulness and sagacity to the
extent of making Meokgo depend on him. He has made a vow that Meokgo

and himself will unearth the cause of TShite’s death. It is

interesting to note how he reacts to various situations since taking

this vow.
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TShite’s murderers. Had it not been for the dog that stumbled over
the calabash containing poisoned beer Sejelo could have drunk it and
died. Sefu helped in detecting the name of that detective who was
paid eight herd of cattle and discontinued with the charge of murder
against King Sehlodimare. He succeeded in torturing kgo%i

Sehlodimare to death.

It is really rewarding to read and understand and to experience the

people we meet in these texts.

--- 000 ---
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Otherwise we are of the opinion that on the whole, the milieu in the
texts is true to the worlds of these novels, and has been well
integrated with character and plot.

--- 000 ---




















































































	Mphahlele_dt.1
	Mphahlele_dt.2
	Mphahlele_dt.3
	Mphahlele_dt.4
	Mphahlele_dt.5
	Mphahlele_dt.6
	Mphahlele_dt.7
	Mphahlele_dt.8
	Mphahlele_dt.9
	Mphahlele_dt.10
	Mphahlele_dt.11
	Mphahlele_dt.12
	Mphahlele_dt.13
	Mphahlele_dt.14
	Mphahlele_dt.15
	Mphahlele_dt.16
	Mphahlele_dt.17
	Mphahlele_dt.18
	Mphahlele_dt.19
	Mphahlele_dt.20
	Mphahlele_dt.21
	Mphahlele_dt.22
	Mphahlele_dt.23
	Mphahlele_dt.24
	Mphahlele_dt.25
	Mphahlele_dt.26
	Mphahlele_dt.27
	Mphahlele_dt.28
	Mphahlele_dt.29
	Mphahlele_dt.30
	Mphahlele_dt.31
	Mphahlele_dt.32
	Mphahlele_dt.33
	Mphahlele_dt.34
	Mphahlele_dt.35
	Mphahlele_dt.36
	Mphahlele_dt.37
	Mphahlele_dt.38
	Mphahlele_dt.39
	Mphahlele_dt.40
	Mphahlele_dt.41
	Mphahlele_dt.42
	Mphahlele_dt.43
	Mphahlele_dt.44
	Mphahlele_dt.45
	Mphahlele_dt.46
	Mphahlele_dt.47
	Mphahlele_dt.48
	Mphahlele_dt.49
	Mphahlele_dt.50
	Mphahlele_dt.51
	Mphahlele_dt.52
	Mphahlele_dt.53
	Mphahlele_dt.54
	Mphahlele_dt.55
	Mphahlele_dt.56
	Mphahlele_dt.57
	Mphahlele_dt.58
	Mphahlele_dt.59
	Mphahlele_dt.60
	Mphahlele_dt.61
	Mphahlele_dt.62
	Mphahlele_dt.63
	Mphahlele_dt.64
	Mphahlele_dt.65
	Mphahlele_dt.66
	Mphahlele_dt.67
	Mphahlele_dt.68
	Mphahlele_dt.69
	Mphahlele_dt.70
	Mphahlele_dt.71
	Mphahlele_dt.72
	Mphahlele_dt.73
	Mphahlele_dt.74
	Mphahlele_dt.75
	Mphahlele_dt.76
	Mphahlele_dt.77
	Mphahlele_dt.78
	Mphahlele_dt.79
	Mphahlele_dt.80
	Mphahlele_dt.81
	Mphahlele_dt.82
	Mphahlele_dt.83
	Mphahlele_dt.84
	Mphahlele_dt.85
	Mphahlele_dt.86
	Mphahlele_dt.87
	Mphahlele_dt.88
	Mphahlele_dt.89
	Mphahlele_dt.90
	Mphahlele_dt.91
	Mphahlele_dt.92
	Mphahlele_dt.93
	Mphahlele_dt.94
	Mphahlele_dt.95
	Mphahlele_dt.96
	Mphahlele_dt.97
	Mphahlele_dt.98
	Mphahlele_dt.99
	Mphahlele_dt.100
	Mphahlele_dt.101
	Mphahlele_dt.102
	Mphahlele_dt.103
	Mphahlele_dt.104
	Mphahlele_dt.105
	Mphahlele_dt.106
	Mphahlele_dt.107
	Mphahlele_dt.108
	Mphahlele_dt.109
	Mphahlele_dt.110
	Mphahlele_dt.111
	Mphahlele_dt.112
	Mphahlele_dt.113
	Mphahlele_dt.114
	Mphahlele_dt.115
	Mphahlele_dt.116
	Mphahlele_dt.117
	Mphahlele_dt.118
	Mphahlele_dt.119
	Mphahlele_dt.120
	Mphahlele_dt.121
	Mphahlele_dt.122
	Mphahlele_dt.123
	Mphahlele_dt.124
	Mphahlele_dt.125
	Mphahlele_dt.126
	Mphahlele_dt.127
	Mphahlele_dt.128
	Mphahlele_dt.129
	Mphahlele_dt.130
	Mphahlele_dt.131
	Mphahlele_dt.132
	Mphahlele_dt.133
	Mphahlele_dt.134
	Mphahlele_dt.135
	Mphahlele_dt.136
	Mphahlele_dt.137
	Mphahlele_dt.138
	Mphahlele_dt.139
	Mphahlele_dt.140
	Mphahlele_dt.141
	Mphahlele_dt.142
	Mphahlele_dt.143
	Mphahlele_dt.144
	Mphahlele_dt.145
	Mphahlele_dt.146
	Mphahlele_dt.147
	Mphahlele_dt.148
	Mphahlele_dt.149
	Mphahlele_dt.150
	Mphahlele_dt.151
	Mphahlele_dt.152
	Mphahlele_dt.153
	Mphahlele_dt.154
	Mphahlele_dt.155
	Mphahlele_dt.156
	Mphahlele_dt.157
	Mphahlele_dt.158
	Mphahlele_dt.159
	Mphahlele_dt.160
	Mphahlele_dt.161
	Mphahlele_dt.162
	Mphahlele_dt.163
	Mphahlele_dt.164
	Mphahlele_dt.165
	Mphahlele_dt.166
	Mphahlele_dt.167
	Mphahlele_dt.168
	Mphahlele_dt.169
	Mphahlele_dt.170
	Mphahlele_dt.171
	Mphahlele_dt.172
	Mphahlele_dt.173
	Mphahlele_dt.174
	Mphahlele_dt.175
	Mphahlele_dt.176
	Mphahlele_dt.177
	Mphahlele_dt.178
	Mphahlele_dt.179
	Mphahlele_dt.180
	Mphahlele_dt.181
	Mphahlele_dt.182
	Mphahlele_dt.183
	Mphahlele_dt.184
	Mphahlele_dt.185
	Mphahlele_dt.186
	Mphahlele_dt.187
	Mphahlele_dt.188
	Mphahlele_dt.189
	Mphahlele_dt.190
	Mphahlele_dt.191
	Mphahlele_dt.192
	Mphahlele_dt.193
	Mphahlele_dt.194
	Mphahlele_dt.195
	Mphahlele_dt.196



