
613980 

PLOT AND CHARACTER ni V ILAKAZ I 1 S NOVELS 

J . S.M. Khuma.lo 

(Artic l e submitted t o satisfy the 
requirements for the degree of 

Honours B.A. of the Depar t ment of 
Bantu Languages at the University of 
South Afri ca . ) 

January 1972 





Acknowledgements 

I wish to thank Professor D. Ziervoegel and Professor J . 
Louw for advice and encouragement generously offered 

during my study of Bantu Language s at UNISA . 

I also wish to thank Mrs B. A. Cov1ap and Mrs E. A. Skoul ding 
who kindly typed the first draft as well a s the final 

draft of this article . For the typing of the second 

draft I am indebted to my younger sister r.1r s B. Matuoase . 

Bibliography 

In the course of preparing this article I c onsul ted t he 

following books and publicati ons : 

Baker E. A. The History of the English Novel . H. F . & G. 
Wi therby (London) , 1937 . 

Barnet S. , Berman M., and Burto W. An Intr oduction t o 

Literature . Little, Brown & Co . (Canada) , 1961 . 

Beckson K. and Ganz A. A Reader ' s Guide to Literary Terns . 
Thame s & Hudson ( London) , 1961 . 

Crane R. S . Critic s and Criticism . Univ . of Chi cago, 1952 . 

Cross W. L. The Development of the English Novel . Mac

mil lan (London) , 1937 . 

Daiches D. The Novel and the Modern World . Univ . of 

Chicago , 1939 . 

Davis E. (1) The Novel in General . UNISA notes, Honours , 

Engl i sh . 

Davis E . (2) Readings in Modern Fiction . Simondi um 

(Cape Town) , 1964 . 

Donovan R. A. The Shaping Vision. Cornell Univ . ( New York), 

1966 . 



Bibliograph_y (continued) 

Kettle A. An Int roduc t ion to the English Novel. 
Hutchinson ' s Univ . (London) , 1951 . 

Stang R. The Theory of the Novel in England . Routledge & 

Kegan Paul ( London), 1959 . 



PLOT AND CHARACTER IN VILAKAZI ' S NOYELS 

Introduction 

B. Wallet Vilakazi wrote three ~ovel s , viz . Noma Nini 

(1935) , UDingisv:ayo KaJobe (1939) , and N,je-N emt]ela ( 1943). 

Although there is no general agreement on the name s· 

and number of the elements of a novel, most cr itics of 

fic t i on i n clude plo t, character, and diction among these 

elements . It is with the first two of these element s that 

I am concerned in this article . 

Character (or characterization , as some critj.cs prefer 

to call it) in novel s is generally accepted to refer to the 

portrayal of " the personalities of charac t ers in fictionn . 

(Daiches , p . 18) . On ' plot ' however, there is very lit t le 

agreement among the critics , and f or this reas on I am 

choosing a definition that suits my present purpose : plot 

i s action , "action being the logi cal working out of acer

tain initial situation and springing from the nature of t he 

characters" (S tang , p . 129 ). 

Plot and charac ter are strictly r elated and i t is 

difficult to discuss one to the exclusion of the other . 

This is demonstrated in Cross ' s discussi on of the plot of 

Tern J ones: " In ' Tom Jones ' J!•ielding .. , •. approached the 

highest ideal of a novel , in which the plot t akes it s 

coloring f rom the characters themselves , as i f both plot 

and characters were of simultaneous birth in the i magi na

t i on" (Cros s , p. 52) . Davis urges his students to "use the 

principle of tel arbre, t el fruit in any discussion of 

charac ter. As t he tree , so the fruit : t he plot either 
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dete~·: Les the characters or the characters the plot" ( Davis 

(1), pp . 7-8). The English novelist , Georg e El iot , wrote 

ttat ''!!er stories erew fr oJA the ' p s ycholog ie;al conception 

of tl:e dra'!:!P tis personae 1
" (Stang , p. 130) . I.lore forthright 

\',as • .! .... ~- Ja-:es , the Engllsh novelist, when he asked thE:! 

r}~et· _,::..:::.11 q1..,.estion , 11 What is character but the determina

tior c: incident? What is incident but the illustra t ion of 

Cll~r· , · .,,, .. ,, 11 ( B· r'.1.""t p 
C-.A ... ♦ -..oi.. . (,A. J - ' • 1 5) . It is thi s c lose relationship 

that }as persuaded me to discuss plot together with 

c har-:..8 '~1... r in this ar ticle . 

I propose to discuss plot and character in each novel 

fir e., -here8f-~er t o comment genera lly on plot and cha r a cter 

in t:1e t•1ree novels , \'iinding up wi tb my conclusions . 

Plot and character in Noma Nini 

Def~cts in the plo t 

•n1icre are two main defects in the plot of this novel. 

The fjrat is an artistic f aul t and the second is a defec t in 

con!3t:-uction . 

1 . TnP. ~:ra..,.r;2.n" rxnosition 

• ... 11e 11 strca!11 of c onsciousness " technique is no t employed 

in B'l.; 2·J.lu novel written so f ar , thus all the plots still 

ha\·e t .'"' tradi tione.l structure : 

' I . ) 
~ 1. 

(i:i.) 

c>;'rJosi t ion ( setting forth of t he beginning ) ; 

conflict (a compl ication that moves to a 

climax) ; 

( i"!.:.) denouement (literally, ' unknotting ', the outcome 

of the conflict ; the r esolution) 11 (Barne t, 

pp . 13-14) . 
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It is of a r tistic i mportance in a plot of this nature 

t hat the exposition shoul d not drag too long. At the very 

beginning of the criticism of prose fiction a plot whi ch 

"follows the method of history, in that it attempts a con

tinuous narra tive of the life of its central charac t er from 

bir th to rr;arriage" (Stang, p. 112) was e;onsidered poor in 

un i t y and structure . roma ~ini opens with the finding of 

t he abandoned infant (Nornkhosi) and Tie mee t t he hero 

( ~sikana) while he i s still at school. It t akes a long time 

before we reach the conflict, viz . the love triangle of 

IJ s ikana, Tomasi and Nomkhosi. This r educes t he concen

tration and vividness in t he plot . 

2 . The inclusion of extraneous materia l 

According to G. H. Lewes , " t h e ob ject of cons t ruc ti on is 

t o free the story f r om all superfluity . What ever i s super

f l uous -- what ever lies out s i de the r eal feeling and purpose 

of the work either in incident , dialogue , description, or 

char acter -- whatever may be omit ted without in any degree 

lessening the effect -- i s a defect in cons truction." 

( Stang , p. 120) . There are t oo many matters (hi stor i ca l, 

a~thropological and folk- loristic) in Vi l akazi 1 s nov el s 

( especially in Nje-Nemnel a ) whose omiss ion would greatly 

ir.:;prove t he plot s . In Noma Nini the opening account of t he 

r i valry for the Zulu throne be tween Dingane and Mpande 

(pp . 13-22) ; the anecdote s of Nsikana ' s employers ( pp . 34-

38 ) and the account of the Fir st Anglo-Boer War (pp . 35- 44); 

the excellent anthropological treatise on a t r adit iona l Zulu 

wedding (pp . 54-57) are all matters for omission . 
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The Main Cha r ac ters 

Having diQposed of these two major defects in t he plot 

of this novel, I now wish to discus s plo t together with 

character in this novel . 

Uomkhosi 

Very early in the novel ther e a re signs in Nomkhosi ' s 

character that point to the choice that she will make in the 

denouement . Although she is still too young to know it , 

Nomkhosi is very much in love with Hsikana . After her 

promi s e to Nsikana we are told, 11 Kwaq_ala ukungena uvalo 

oluncane kuNomkhosi~ uvalo olungazange lube lusarr,yeka. 

Waqal a ukubona i z ifaneki so zikaNsikana emqondweni wakhe t 

waqala ukuba uNsikana aphume athi phengq_engqe emj_cabangweni 

yakhe , nasemaphusheni akhe athuke ulfs ikana efika ..... 

u.Nkondlwane (her dog) uqobo l wakhe wayesebi ka ulfsikana , 

nezinkomo zemboza uMakhwatha zasezibhecwe u.Ns ikana " (p . 28) . 

When Tomasi starts c our ting her he draws her attention 

t o birds which fly i n pairs , but she starts wondering if 

t hey can reach Durban and see Nsikana . She tells Tomas i 

that when she gets a baby she will part the child ' s hair 

l ike Rev . Gr out ' s chil dren , and she tel ls him that she would 

like her future husband to have a dist inctive path on h is 

head . In the nex t chapte r we learn that Ns i kana ' s 

employers in Durban had already t aught him how t o make a 

distinctive pa t h on his head every time he combed his hair. 

Two considerations finally l ead Nomkhosi into a greeing 

to marry Tomasi . First , Tomasi employs a very dirty trick : 

h e lies a nd tells her t hat he overhear d the Grouts saying 
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t h a t al l the Zulus work i ng for w:1i te s in Durban had been 

kill ed i n t he Fi r s t Anilo-Boer Va r o He knows that Nomliliosi 

wi ll unde r s t and t h i s to mean t hat "her" Ns ikana is dead . 

Sec o·,1C: ly , N or.1khc s i i s very devoted to Rev. and Mr o Grout, 

and c~w knov;s t ~w.t t he ir dear est wish is t hat she s h ould be 

wife to t heir favouri te boy , Tomasi . 

Ns j kana 

1:si kanats char acter also points t o hi s being the better 

suited to 11)2,~ry t:omlch os:L. She i s hi s fir s t and only l ove : 

wh e n one of h is empl oyer s in Durba n asks him whether he has 

a g i r l fri ~~na. h e say s , tt Anga zi noma ng iyath andvra yini ngoba 

n ga s _iy2. ekr., ... ya ng i t r: c~ intombazana eli tshi tshi nje, endekazi, 

mayon 6 i lird.cla i n 6 a thnn d i mW1tu 11 ( p . 38). On his return 

from Durba n , \'/hen his s i ster, Nokuthe la a s ks h i m to court 

h e r fri end , Smonqo ' s sister, h e answers , l! Awukahle dadewethu, 

ngisabul::a n 6a l en tombaza na ehla l a kwa!tlfu...Yldisi, inhli ziyo 

ya :mi i gxi l i l e Jr.uy o 11 
( p . 77 ) • 

i", h en lfo3:u the l a suggeBts t h a t he could take Smonq_o ' s 

si s t c·r as a SC:l}Ond wi..'..'e if he succeeds in winning Nomkhos i 

al s o , Irsikana r evea l s another i mportan t a spect of his char

acter: h e , l ike lfomkh os i has s i ncer e ly ar;cepted the new 

Chris~~a n t eachi ng because this i s h ow he nns~ers his 

s i ster, 11 A\TJ.boni y i ni :;-okuthel a ulcu t h i mina n ginj e:1gekholwa 

umthct'. o lcav:tm~i vumeli n c:; i t hathe i s i t hembu n a ? " ( pp . 78- 79 ). 

When j;sJ kan a ' s fr- i e n d ~ ?.komeni , s ugt:;e s ts that as a l as t 

r esort t hey s ~auld g o t o t he f amous witchd octor, Sihlangu 

sinyc , to p rocure a l ov e p otion for conqu e ring Nomkhosi , 

Nsikana ' s ans•,,er would have brought a tear-staine d '!Amen! 11 

to t he lips of a dying missionary : 11 Ukudla la- ke lckho 
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v;e. tl:.u , ngo b2. i~:~a:-.-:·;;n;::i nr.;a thi IT!hla ngi bekwa a m2.nz j_ e bun:,r,ini 

l a: .. 3- ( refe:!.0 .:-·:'..1.e to his baptism), ngin ge}~e ng i kllolwe ama-

l utr..r.! t nob i.:!'1j i r:-1isc,benzi yo"bumnyama ngiyoyilahl.a phans i" 

( p . 1 30) . 

1idosi, !: ,?v. 0 r.out ' s wagoY1-d:river, who has in com.mon 

v:i tl-• all ct:1c:;:-· r:1slc: sCT"-1anti-:, of hev . Grout , an i ntense 

hatred of 't'o .. -~si, their "boss-oo;r 11 ( because of Toma si I s 

c allous t~ea~~ent cf them alJ) decides to a ssist Ns ikana 

by i nforr;::;_,-~i..: hj_m tlw.t 'i:ornasi is almost inv incible as a 

rival becaus~ he hes the s t rongest love pot ioYl, viz . human 

fat from the body of a whi te person ( " amafutha ephi.lmali.mi ") 

ob tained fr· o.:--2 Sihlm,gut-> inye . ( Ndosi ' s aim 9 of course , is 

t :10. t Nsika:.n should vj sit Sihlangusinye or someone better 

i f that ' s t he right word) . Nsikana ' s answer i s t ypical: 

"Thoagh I v·£:ll:- th rouG11 the vall ey of the shadow of death 

I will fear no evi l 11 (p . 157) . What b e tter huoband for 

1for·:lchos i conld r eY. Grout ,·,ish for? But he did not know; 

h e wa s bent o~ To~asi , whom he did not k now . 

Tomasi 

Tomaci is a l~y preacher wh o ass ists Rev . Grout. To 

Rev . Grout , he is so righte ous t hat 11 engekho amantombazana 

e~voti aye~~!cle ybna emchl weni oMfundis i (p . 31). Tomasi 

i s ,:811- e C.uc::::'.:ed and pr·ot:.d ( "ezazi 11
), but on his own ad

I!li csi.on ( 11 ,: 01:::thosi Lukhona ir..to engifisa ngikutshe le yona 

s e lo}:irn sa j·;:-iyelanc:. > }::odwa TI8 i shaywa uvalo 11 
( p. 32) he is 

a c orard . W:1en he l earns tb.at a c e r tain b oy (Nsikana ) once 

made overtu-~s to romkhosi he confronts h e r with the know

l edge and tell s h er in as nany words that he (Tomasi ) is 

t he only one fl t t o narry her. Sens i ng the inefficacy of 
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this ruse Tomasi , coward t h&t h e is, b egins a vicious smear 

campaign on his rival . First, he suggests t hat rsikana ma.y 

already be married (to a woman of loose morals for tha t 

matter). To t his lfomkhosi ' s answer is, 11 Qhabo, u_yaphosisa 

Qwabe. 11 Next he conjur es up a picture of Nsikanat the lib

er tine , enjoying t he good life of the city. Nomkhosi says, 

"Qhabo akuyena. lowo, uyaphosisa . 1
• 'l'hen Tomas i t s libertine 

comes home , penni less . Nomkhosi answer s (her i ntuition 

t elling her of Nsikana ' s i mpending disaster) 11Uma engayi

phethe, kobe kulchona okukhona 9 wehlakelwe ishwa . 11 (p . 51) . 

I n desper ation he tells her the lie , earlier mentioned , to 

make her bel ieve that Nsikana is dead. 

Tomasi i s a very callou s man. When he hears the wagon

drivers tell of how they picked up a man f allen upon by 

t hieves and brutal ly a ssaulted, he warns them never t o do 

so again as they may be char ged for having robbed and 

assaulted such a man . The result of thi s warning was , 

"Kusuka ngaleJo langa bonakal a a bantu ; ababuyanga bacoshe 

tnuntu endl eleni uma bembona ehlupheki le , (p . 63) . If he 

had ha l f - suspected that t h is in jured man was Nsi kana he 

woul d , I am sure , have assaulted these waeon- drivers. 

Tomas i functions as a perfect foil to Nsikana . When 

Nsikana will have nothing t o do with witchcra ft and love 

Potions , t he l ay preacher vis i ts Sihlangusinye for a love 

Potion . When Us ikana will not c ourt Smonqo 1 s sister because 

t he new Christian teaching frowns ev en on contemplated 

bigamy , Tomasi secr etl y c ourts Ntombinjani , ~orakhosi 'G own 

half sister , fooling her into believing tha t he no l onger 

loves Nomkhosi. Thi s i s Tomasi, Rev . Grout ' s "most upright 
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young man 11 ·:;w) j s too good J' or the gil~l s of the a rea,. 

The r inor C~a~3cters 

This le1.ds ce to 2ev . Gro~t himself. I t i s not only 

over To□a.si t!w t Hev . G.r.out :-;.1ow s h i s lack of ji:.dgement , 

but during one tradit ional Zulu \':edd:ine one Mhuhulu lose? 

his head, cha~es hi & onBny r::.ch t into R~v ~ Gr0"1J.t ' s bedroom 

and stabs him to d~~th w1der the very r ever end gentleman's 

bed! Rev . Crout , .l.. " r- L " . , wiee~t of all judges a scribes t his 

aberration to tbe tlulating of the women , the danc ing of 

t he crowd , and the :._;, -,,ish bc:~r-drin1:ing at the □arriage 

f east . And he cone3 up wi th a neat solution : no ululating, 

no dancine , and no b 0 er- drinki:1g j_n future Christian wecidi.ngs 

in Zululand ; 3ub~equcnt Zulu weddings a re not far different 

fro m decent funeral s, till 0~1e woman defies him and ulula tes 

at her son's weddi n~. In great relief , t he r est of the 

women join her . W}"!· •t could Rev . Grout do? 

It i s evidPnt t•3t Rev . ~rout is easy meat for any man 

v,i tb a h ead on his shoul dcrr1. Nsikana , in t he most brilliant 

chapter i n the book (chapteY 8) has a ro at him. Accompanied 

by Nokuthc1 a , his :yo·,mr;er ni3ter I h e visit s Rev . Grout and 

asks for advice on his l o•re probleos . Pi rst he asks Rev . 

Grout whether one is force<l io keep a promise made in youth. 

Rev . Grout s:::rs the! t it is ~·,, on co.::tdi tion it was not an 

evil promice . 1:si '::1 na tl-. ~11 soli cits Rev . Grout ' s assi s t

ance as he ~ishcs to ~arry according to C~ri ~tian rites . 

Thinking that the ~irl acco=pnnying him is hi s fiancee , Rev. 

Grout readily agrees to help nim . Then the bombshell comes : 

Nsikana i nforns Re· . Grout t hat Nomkhosi , betrothed to 
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Toma s i his f avourite boy, had promised i n her yout h to wait 

f or h im (Nsikana ) and she was the girl he wanted to marry! 

Mrs Grout 

Mrs Grout i s portrayed as a righteous woman who does n ot 

l ike to interfere i n other people ' s affairs. Eve r y night 

before going to bed s he checks tha t Nomkho s i and all her 

children arc comfortably in bed and t hen s ays a prayer on 

each of them. This i s how she comes to suspect Nomkhosi' s 

l ove problems because on that Christmas day when Nomkhosi 

r eceived a pre s ent accompani ed by the 11lfoma Hini 11 message , 

she had gone to Nomkhosi ' s room as usual, before going t o 

bed , seen t his expensive gift wi th the strange message , seen 

Nomkhosi outside battling wi th her thoughts . It mus t hav e 

been the manner in which she described her discovery that 

prompted Rev . Gr out to advise that they a dopt a "wait and 

see " atti t ude - ( or had he l earned a lesson from his "neat 

solutions 11 ?) . 

When Rev. Grout i s left by Nsikana and Nokuthela in a 

dilemma , it is Mrs Grout who comes t o his assistance by 

advising that accor ding to Zulu culture , it is the girl 's 

elder sisters who are r espons ibl e for sorting out the girl' s 

l ove probl ems . It i s wi t h gr eat rel i e f that Rev . Grout 

ha nds over JJomknosi ' s problems to her family . So, krs Gr out 

is al s o a very wise counsellor to h er husband . 

Nontula 

Now t ha t !omkhosi ' s love problems have to be solved 

according to Zulu custom it i s proper that it s hould be 

Nontula , Nomkhosi ' s eldest half-sister who should play t he 

l eading role in the denouement . Nontul a still clings to 

custom and will have n othing to do with Christianity , 
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Education an d all the rest : "Unontula wayengaku.thandi · cu 

fund a , zonr"ana nayo ycn}:e inka.mbiso yamakholva 11 • (p , 24 ) . 

She advises Pomkhosj on the 1 erits and demerits of the t'i o 

rivals, gives her a alking 0 vick to decorate with beads 

and makes an appoint1 ent for the following '{ednesday. When 

they mee t, Tomas i and later , tl" i k·na also ar~ive. ontlla 

then a sks ! omkhos i to whom she should eive the decorated 

walking stick (meaning II I l ove _ you too ") . J\~omkhosi choose s 

Nsikana . 

Conclusion 

This plot is ot very i teresting because it lack s 

tension . 1-\ good plot should have a succession of com-

Plications v1hich l ead to the moment of greatest tension. 

called the cl imax . It is t he se compl ications which one 

discuss es (as will be seen in the discu s ion of plot ~na 

charac ter in UDing iswayo KaJobe ) in order to illustrate 

character. there are hardly any such com-

plications (th e whole conflict is r eal ly just l ornkhos i ' s 

love triangle) and the resul t is th t a di ·cus s ion of plot 

and character inti novel is much more a discuss ion of 

character than of lot . 

Plo t and Cha acter in Uding i swayo KaJobe 

The ain charac~e sin thi s 10v 1 are Go ongwane (later 

Dingis ··ayo), Nobantwana , Zenzile, Zwide and J evuza . The 

minor c aracter a e : a lusi , obe, Di g i w , Tana s r, agu·uza , 

lllawewe and ukani. ( I pay no attention o Shaka , enzanga

khona etc. because t ne inciden~s in which they are involved 

should not be part of t he plot of t his novel) . The charac 

ters invo ved in this plot wil l only a ppear as I di scuss the 

ma i n i n cidents in the novel . I will firs t dis ose of the 
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dt·.fer:ts in t l.e pl~t of this no\·el and t he~ discu.ss plot and 

ct Lr8nLer as I deal with tne main incidents in the novel . 

Defects in the plot 

The inclueion of Chapte r 7 in this novel i s a defect in 

plot-nonstructjrn . There is no connection be t ween chc r&cter 

a~~ 1ncident in this chapter . It is , h owever, a very val uable 

chapter to students of anthropology , Zulu history and folk

lore n:1d it di ould be i u their books , not in ti1is aovel . 

It if, all about the forn.ation, training and education of 

youuc regiments during Dingiswayo 1 s reign ; the r ise of Shaka; 

and there is c narration of one of the most beau t i ful of 

Z~lu folk- tales , v iz. Inganekwane kadcazane . The r ise of 

Shqka ; the arrival of Chief Senzangakhona and h is s t ay a t 

eBul ungwini; thewhole of the l as t chapt er in this book (this 

chaoter deals with Shaka ' s taking of t he Zul u crown , and 

the war he waged against Zwide to avenge Dingiswayo etc . ) 

are nll matters for omission. It says much f or t he quality 

of this novel that in comparison to the other t wo t here is 

so little which is better omitted . 

The Massacre a t Oyengweni 

In the first chapter Vilakaz i gives us t he initia l 

sitt.ati on in the Mthcthwa tri be . From his portrayal of 

t he c\1c1.racters it is logical that their pereona l i ties set 

i n ~o•jon the events that follow and whi ch end s o tragic

ally in the denouement 

Jobe 

'?tie killing of Tana and Godongwane I s close shave can 

be ch:ar ly r ead in Jobe ' s character . J obe , a chronic and 

so,::e times murderous somnambulist (he kills Mbangayiya whil e 
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s l eep-walking ) lives in constant fear of hj.s l i fe : "UJobe 

wayehlonipheJ,;: ile , ehlal a kodwa ng okwenqena bonke abaGonde

l ene naye s engathi bengamenza kabi '' . (p . 3) . Af ter Nqcln'a 

deat h he fear s t ha t he i s next , and he dec ides t o 11 do t h e 

other 1Jan before hE: does you " . 

J evuza and Dingiwe 

It i s a log i ca l sequence of events t ha t i t ohould be 

J evuza and Dingiwe wh o save Godongwane 1 s l ife a s t h ey a r e 

both d edi ca ted. to him . Jevuza tells Gotl ongwane in an earb.Pr 

speech , "Ngofa l apho ufa khona , ngi vuke nav,f! uma uvukn r 

ngi l ale nawe nas endl e ez i nkanga l a ; tuna ulel e uhonqa mina 

ng i yobe ngiqwashile kuze kus e" . ( p . 11) . After t he massacre 

at oYengweni , Dingiwe i s very sad and we are told "wehla 

~aya emf u l eni ukuyokh ' amanz i . ehamb ' ehlabel ela ngosizi 

l oku shiywa; ngumfowabo". ( p . 20 , she thought h e had been 

killed) . 

Godongwane becnmes ch i ef of t he Mthethwa tribe 

Tana and Godongwane 

It i s evident f rom t he charac ters of Tana and Godongwane 

(la t e r Dingiswayo) tha t, should they sur vive thei r f ather ' s 

wrath , i t will be Godongwane , t he younger br other , and not 

Tana , who will t ake ove r t he chieftainshjp of the Nt hethwa 

tribe . Tana , t he elder brother i s des cribed as f oll ows : 

"-- u1r ana kungumuntu owaye bukeka enganake lu. t.ho nge zi ndaba 

zemibus o . Into owayey i thanda uTana kwakungukuzi ngel a , nok~

zixoxela i zi ndaba zokuntela" . (p . 7) . Godoncwane on t h e 

other hand was very i ntere s ted in t he political life of 

the Mthethwa tribe , as it i s sai d , "lfaban t u oYengweni i z i 

ndaba zemibuso babe z ixoxa kuGodongwane yena owayenamehlo 
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ngazo ezi thanda fu thi 11
• ( p . 11 ) . Godongwane considers him--

self the l eader of the Mthe thwas at oYcngwe!'li . Nodunga 

reports to Jobe that, "- - uGodongwane use zenze i ndlondlobela 

waba ngaphezu komnwewabo ornkhulu uTana phakathi oYengweni". 

(p . 7). When Jevuza , Godongwane ' s witch- doctor te]ls h i m 

to fl ee because his father wants to kill him s Godongwane 

asks, 11 Bathini bona abantu laba? Bathini hona uma babcina 

kubal eka umholi wa.bo kuq_ala? Bangethi ngibashiya emgebeni 

i ngozi bengivele ngi yazi kodwa bona angabbtshela? (p. 11). 

Even Jobe had a premonition that Godongwane would be the 

next Mt hethwa chief because , on his deathbed we are told, 

tt ___ uJobe wabiza ibandla waval elisa ; wabeku umbheki wombuGo 

WakwaMthethwa wathi kuyoba nguUawewe i nkosi , owayez?.J.v:a 

ngomunye wamakhosikazi amancane okuthiwa amabibi • .J.kakho

hlwanga uJobe ukul aycza ngokuthi uyabona ukuthi uMawewe 

akanakubusa ngokukhululeka ngoba uGodongwane akafnnga , 

nokuthi kuyodingeka ukuba aq_ashelwa angaq_amhi inhlaka

nhlaka ngokwab lukanisa isizwe sakwaMthe t hwa , uma esebuya 

ekubhungukeni, uma eyoze wabuya". (p. 19). Godongwane 

does return and with Jevuza 1 s a ssis t ance t akes over the 

Mthethwa crown after killing Ma·wewe , and assumes the name 

Dingiswayo . 

The Ndwandwe- Mthethwa War 

The makings of the war in which Godongwane (now Dingi

swayo) finall y dies can all be read in the personalities 

of the characters involved in this war . The main cause 

of this war was Dingiswayo ' s preferenc e for Zenzile above 

Nobantwana ! hi s chi ld.hood sweetheart who had become his 

chief- wife . Zenzile , whom Dingiswayo also took as wife 
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wa s Nobantwana's half-sister and bridesmaid . Nobantwana 

was Zwideta (chief of the Ndwandwes) sister and Zenz i le 

was Malusi ' s (half-brothe r t o Zwide) s i ster . Dingiswayo' s 

pre f erence for Zenzile caus ed Zwide to hate ~alusi . This 

ended in Zwide ' s sending an army to wipe off Malusi ' s 

kraal. Ding i swayo then dec l ares war against Zwi de t o 

avenge Malusiis death. 

Now let u s look a l ittle c l oser i nto the charac ters 

of t hese f i ve people to see if t his war was not inevitableo 

We are told that , "UGodongwane (now Dingiswayo) kwakuyisoka 

Phakathi kwezinsizwa zenkosi , az i wa kakhulu." . (p . 10 ) . 

From th i s description he coul dn ' t possi bl y have l et slip 

t he proffe~red opportunity of marrying t he beautiful brides 

mai d , Zenzil e , about whom we are tol d , 11UZenzile lona , naye 

wayenobuhle bakwabo e t hatha., n oN obant wana engez i lut ho 11
• 

(p. 98 ) . It was Dingi swayo ' s f a t e , n ot his f aul t , t ha t 

h e l oved Zenzile more than Nobantwana . 

Zenz i le 

According to Zulu custom ther e was no thing wrong wi t h 

Di ng i s wayo ' s tak ing Zenz i le as another wi f e . Onl y Zen ~i l e 

had to r emember that she was subordinate in status to Noba

n twana , t he chi ef wife . Which woman woul d let s lip t he 

Prof ferred opportunity of becoming the queen in a royal 

household? And Zenzile was a s sly as t hey come ; on arrival 

a t Di ngi swayo's home we are t old that Dingiswayo loved her 

"ngokuzithoba kwakhe nangendl ela y okubuka kwamehlo akhe" . 

( p . 99) . Her humil i ty was a gui se t o pave t he way to Di ng i 

swayo ' s hear t . She shed i t quickl y enough when she became 

Dingi sviayo ' s favour ite . Wh en her broth er , Malusi ,·ms killed 
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we earn, 

"UZ enzile kuthiwa wakhala lonke ir.:onto ezi ·alele kwakhe, 

engafuni ukubonana namuntu ngicho inkos i uq_obo wayo . Mhla 

i fika in0ena n~c1kani. .... ' ( p . 101 ) . Wh re is her humility 

now? 

In her confrontatior with robant\ana she suys 9 nKan:t i 

lapha kulomuzi ubani ofcmele ukllt; _ yela i rn::.the tho isifazane 

sonke silalele yena? H And it i ~ she •, ho finally betrays 

Dingiswayo : She steals and hands over to ~iqongo a bead 

necklace belonging to Dingis ayo \1hich Siq ongo and l/:aguduza 

u 0 e in casting a spe l l on Dingi ~al o during t he war . 

It is Dingiwe ( Dingi wayo ' s ~is ter), that sober judge of 

character, who sums up Zenzile' cha acter when she says , 

11 Ehhe , uZenzile uliqhalaqhala u i bongi yokwakhe , uzikho-

t he ' emhlane s so:nke akasazi ukuba singobani . 11 ( p . 161) . 

r; o ban twan _ 

Nobantwana , on the other h ~1 ~s is a re tiring woman, 

humble and hard-working. When ehe wakes up early to go and 

work in the fields the people~ o rne et her are surprised : 

'' Indod.aka zi yenkosi y kv✓a "dwandwc r iga1rnle en..lcosini yakwa

Mtheth a, ukuvuka ngale s ieikhathi i olima ! Kwnl..uman.galisa!" 

(p . 163) . Her own word s wen sh qua_re_s with Zenzile 

reveal her retiring na t re ·hicl is her und oing : " Okwenkosikaz i 

enlrulu lapha eEalungwini , mina v:c1~o, w~n '\"e angikvvazj_ n goba 

angizonga lap' a u}::ugana, ngazol1l2.lela -u ~u kana nobukhulu, 

n gezela ukugana kuphela." (p . 17 2 . fo' ~r~-'::vana is very easy 

ea+. for the sly Zenzile. 

l1lalu i 

Malusi i s not significant a s an indi idual character, 
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his signif i cance lie s in the cont ex t of his character : he 

happen s t o be Zenzile's brother an d Zwide's half-brother , 

that role is suff i cient fo r pu r poses of the plot. 

Zwi de 

Zwide is a cur.n .:.ng man •1:ho i s al s o ur..scrupulously F.1?3-

itious, and from the very natur e of h is chara cter a a 

a gain s t Godongw ane i on the ca rds 1hen he sends his ~i ster , 

obantwana , to marry Godongwane , ic is not for love of ei ther 

of them , but it i s to gain his pri ate ends . This he reveal s 

to alusi, 1hen, in discussi .r.to the threat of the rising mig' t 

of GodongHane and the Mthethwa tribe he says, 11 f'ina :n g i bona 

linye ic ebo mfow ethu. Noma umuntu. e s enamandla anjani kuhle 

umthumel e inyoka iyornbulala , imbulale endlini lapho engabheJ e 

n gozi 1 hona ." (p. 93) . He t hen P ~plains that thi s 11 sn.ake 11 

which should 11 1 ill II Godongvmne is his own sister, Woba .t,~1 &na . 

How is she to kill Godongwane? In two ways, fi.rst ~ 11 ! go rwenza 

wami kanjalo ngifuna intombazana iyogana iveze ubungane 

phakathi kwami noGodongwan e kuze angangi thathi ngezimpi zakhe 

n g inga zelele . 11 (p. 94) . 'l'he second. re a son is "Ngalelicebo 

lo_ uganisela uGodongwane ngodade ethu ngi qonde 1..1.ku.ba : ·u-thi 

noma yena esefa_ngibe namandla okuba ifa lakwaMthethwa ngili

t athe n genxa yo)·uthi no-i phathele umntaka.dade\/ e thu. 11 ( p. 94) . 

So, his om sister is unwit t ingly used as a stepping .... tone t o 

t he Mthethwa crown ! Seldom does one come a cros s a wilier 

sche er . 

'hen he i s told t4at bis favouri e daughter 9 Maguduz4, i 

possessed of ancestral spirits, he g oe .... and loo·s at her : 

",afika qede wambona elele phansi ethe ja. Wambuka e phefumu

lela phez lu okwenkabi ig az· e ngomk:honto ya·na phansi, kuth i 
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ma i phefwr.u.la kuphulile igazi ngenxeba , uy i zwe ibubul a njalo 

ilele . 1Jo ·,Iaguduza wayephef~ulela phezulu neomlomo kuphuma 

amagwebu, esifubeni sakhe kube khona njalo izinto esengathi 

ziyagqigqizela zibanga umsindo . '' (p . 95) . A pitiabl C:' sight 

indeed , but i s there a word sorrow from Zwide? Does he show 

any emotion? No. But judge hi~ when the same daughter has 

now graduated into a brillif:mt diviner , and she te l ls of a 

man ( Siq orig0) wh o wil l come and assist her in treating Zwide I s 

soldi ers so that they ar e invincible in battle: "uZwide 

wahlala phansi, v, ezwa inhliziyo yakhe i gcwala umoya wobuqh::twe 

nokunqoba, wabona i iVifolozi emnyama neMfolozi emhlophe i gcwala 

amakhanda e z i nsizyta ze zi zwe e zazingathand i ukukbonza kwa

Ndwandwe zibheke yena nj engenk:os i yazo . Y/aphonsa emehlo 

buqamama cNingizimu wabona amaZulu nezicocwana ~awo, na bakwa

Mthe thwa neZulu l awo l ikaGodongwane , wabona abakwaMpanza 

nabakwaMahlaba nabasemaMbatheni beguq_e phansi kwakhe , liekho

t hama be thi, ' Bayede ! 111 (p . 97 ). Zwi de is that kind of man ; 

he cares for nobody but h i mself and his own glory . His 

f avourite daughter is only useful as a stepladde r to greater 

pwoer and glory f or himself . Zwide ' s war aga inst Godongwane 

was surely inevitable . 

The Death of Dingiswayo 

It i s against this background , viz . the knowledge of 

Zwide ' s character, that t he death of Dingiswayo i s such a 

touching spectacle -- f it for the stage . One of Zwitle ' s 

soldiers has mortally wounded Dingiswayo ; he lies bleeding 

calling in turn for J evuza , his beloved witch-doctor who 

saved him from his fir s t stab wound; and Nobantv,ana his wife , 

his boyhood sweetheart , Zwide ' s own sister . Zwitle is quickly 
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Gurnmoned to the sc ene . When Dingiswayo , who is a l ready 

speechless , sees him, ther e is no hatred written on his 

dying f ac e; it is as if he realizes that these are the 

workings of fate . He (Dingiswayo) tries to stretch a hand 

towards Zwide . Zwide rushes and t ake s his hand and supports 

him with the other . Zwide 1 s words to the dying man are clear 

evidence of the fact that i n him he sees no riva l for power 

and glory (for i ndeed he is no longer ones as he liec dying 

t here with his army defeated ), he sees only his sister's 

dying husband , and he says to him, "Hhawu mkhwenyana , 

bengingakuqondile mina lokhu , yingozi Mthethwa, yingozi . " 

Yes , t his is a trage dy . 

Pl ot and Character in Nje- Nempel a 

Defects in the Plot 

Nje-Nempela has the worst plot-constr uction of Vilakazi's 

three novels. In his preface to the book ( " Ibika") Vilakaz i 

states , "Kul encwadi ngibhala indaba yothando l wensizwa 

nentombi Ukuyibhala kwami ngiyilurnbanisa nodaba olukhulu 

lwempi ka Bhambatha kaMancinza .. ... okaMancinza ngimbeke 

kul endaba ngoba ezinsukwini zanamhla siyakhohl wa yil abo abafa 

befela umqondo ongenakumbululwa muntu uma thina ba bhali 

abamnyama singawumisi phambi kwezinye izizwe, khona kuyothi 

noma sesafa kuthiwe sasizalwa ngamaq_hawe ." ( p. 7). :.l'his i s 

an admission by Vilakazi that the story of Malambul e and 

Nomcebo forms the main plot of thi s novel -- a significant 

admis8ion since it means that the Zulu Rebellion (Imp i ka

Bhambatha") forms a sub-plot. 

Vilakazi then· gives a non- literary r eason for including 
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the Zul~ Rebellion in this novel . He says that his aiw is 

to preserve this historica_ aterial for future generatlons 

to read o that they should remember tle fallen Zul u heroeo. 

/ne ther ai is to present these Zulu heroes so that foreigners 

should understand their motives vhich drove them into tatin 

the stand tl ey too'l{ . In other y·o ... ds the main · im i n inclu

ding the Zulu Rebellion int is novel is t o r ecord hi ory 

for patriotic purposes . 

This is all very laudable, but does this his tori al 

matter fit into the c onstruction of the pl ot of the novel? 

Does it form a sub-pl ot? Vilakazi himself uses t he v erb 

"lumbanisa 11 which means "place side by s ide 11 when he menti ons 

the s tor y of the Zulu Rebe l lion . He i s f ther efo r e , aware that 

he has not me ged one i nc ident i nto the other, t o fo rm one wb :e . 

There is a diffe r enc e bet'!!een the way a his torian and a 

n oveli st trea t the same event . A novelis t r estricts hims elf 

to a par t icular point of v i w s o that t he reader sees the 

event as it affects or r eveals characters i n the novel s . A 

hi storian, on the othe r hand , rould t r y to give a s many 

aspects of the event as possible i n order t o gi ve a f ul l pic

ture of its hi s t orical significance . Thus with a novel i st 

that bod of plot and character is maintained whi le n o such 

bond is to be found in a historian ' account . 

One look at the ma·n cha~ac t ers is suffi c ient to pr ove 

that there are t wo unrelated plots in this novel: t he main 

characters of the f i rst plot are Malambul e , Pol cebo, 

Bhembesile and Maphulana, while the ain characters of t he 

second pl ot ar e Bhambatha , Chaki jane , Sigananda and King 
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Dinizulu . Excepting for Malambule's brie f and i gnominiouc 

appearance in the Zulu Rebellion , the main characters of one 

plot do not feature i n the other plot . These t wc plot s 

therefore should not le in the same book , the first plot is 

t he plot of the noycl ( on t he author ' s submissi on) and tpe 

account of the Zul u Rebellion should be in s ome Zulµ history 

book . In the fo llowing discussion of plot and cha racter in 

t his novel I am going to concentrate on tb E:_ plot of !Tj_~

Uempela . 

The ~ain Characters 

Nomcebo 

At the beginning of the nove l we mee t Nomcebo as a 

s i mple and childl i ke character . She still races her younger 

brother, Zaziui , to deliver her father' s message to Malambule 

t hat he should not stray too far in t his danger ous country . 

Ual ambule is surprised tha t at her a ge she does not f ear 

accosting a strange man who i s evidently s till unmarried. 

Coming as he does from Barbert on , where love i s easy , Malambule 

does no t suspect that beneath Nomkhos i' s apparent simplicity 

lies a character with a firm moral basis. When she det ects 

a morous overtones in his banter she g ive s him one steady eaze 

which quickly brings him back to his s ense s . In Bar berton, 

of cour se , thi s banter would have evoked a coy smile or a 

giggle . 

When , l ate r on in the novel he courts her for the f i rst 

time she is fur ious and with hot t ears running down her 

che eks she aske him , 11 Urna ungibuka nje uthi mina ngingowoku

t handa wena? Wena ungubani? Uth:i ngoba ulapha kwe t hu siku-
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thol i l e udlula ngendle l a e ce u t hi ngo a ugozoha liswe n gul::ugul a , 

abadala bengekho wenake U'-'Uthol a i thuba lokungeshela , khona 

lapha kVlethu? lena unguba, i Nj e-_ e!Ill, ela? 11 (pp. 42-43) . 

Thi s outburst par alyzes and mystifies ,, a l ambule. He docs 

not lu10l'! that fomcclJo has we i ghed h i m and 11 fou11d him w n _t inb 11 • 

He doe s not u.viderstand that she is a skine him fo his mora l 

c redential a for courting her . 

Secondly , Nomcebo s till cl i ng s to custom and she con 

siders i t an in sult to her mora l integr ity to be cour t ed at 

her home ( young Rome os in the Zululand of the time cu t o 

marily waylaid the i r Juliets on t h e yay to/from t h e we l l or 

r i ver, anywber e e lse but t he i r homes. They only me t them 

near t heir homes at night, v1hen the girls had ac cepted them 

a lovers ) . But Mal ambule i s fresh fr om Barberton t he has 

lost cont act with Zulu cu tom. In Ba ert on the shebeen s 

are the happy hunting ground " of the local miners and the 

sh ebeen-queens ' daughters mu~t be nice to the men l est t heir 

others lo s e customer s . 

Nevertne les s o~cebo l ove R a lambule (don' t most 

Clarissa Ha rlowe s fin d Richard Lovela ces a li ttl e irresi s 

tibl e?) . On their s econd meeting -- f ar from her home 

s he t hrows a coquettish chall nge to h' m vhen she say..,.; 

"U a jabula uyahamba kus asa u uyo bon a ab kini . ;, ( p. 57) . He 

doe~n •t answe r he r di r ectly; she per is ts , 11 Uya jabula . 11 

Then h e stat s courting her aga in - - whi cn is jus t what shP 

want s . \ hen t hey a re disturbed by r., ~ h ·lana , omcebo vanish es, 

l eavi ng i n Malambul e ' s hand her bead armlet which had fallen 

from her hand and which he had gallantly picked up to give 
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har . When a Zulu girl gives a nan her bead ornament her 

English counterpart would simply say , HI love: you too !'' 

Ther-e has always been some friction between Bhembesile's 

family and Norncebo ' s. Bhembesile ' s family are not slow at 

discovering the connection between Malambule ' s departure and 

the disappearance of Nomcebo ' s bead a r mlet . They are veiy 

bitter that J.'ialarabule preferred Nomcebo to Ehembesil e . In 

an attempt to elimi nate t his friction Nomcebo employs a 

stratagen more suited to the plot of a ro~anc e rather thau a 

novel . It is i nconceiv~bl e that Nomcebo (to hide her beauty 

which she feels is the main cause of th·e f riction ) could we::G.' 

baboon-skins . In the first pla ce there is the physical 

i mprobabili ty of fi tting t he skins~ head and all so that, 

"Yena uyozigq_oka angabonakali l utho, Kuphela uyobuka ngaz-o 

i zigqobe zamehlo emfene , aphefumule ng::ilo ikhala e lid(~ l emfcne . 11 

(p . 75) . Secondly , and more important, the baboon i n 7,uJ.uland 

i s an animal closely associated with witchcraft; wizards and 

witches were known to go on the i r ne farious nocturnal missj_ons 

mounted on these ani mals . Only qualified diviner s and witch

doctors wal ked about wearing such skins . How could Nomce bo ' s 

parent s possibly have all owed he r to do this (if it were 

culturally possible for t he t hought even t o enter h er head)? 

We know Nomcebo t o be a girl who clings to custom and tradi

tion s o this incident would be completely out of character 

for her. How Sishishili ' s messengers could have chosen her 

t o become wife to hi s son (without s eeing her face and form) 

i s beyond me . This whole incident of babcon skins is, to me , 

a v ery clumsy attempt a t "cleverness " by the author. It is 

a defect both in plot and character . 
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Nomcebo ' s deep love fer Mal ambule is revealed i n her 

confidence to Nomanzi, her bridesmaid. She tells her that 

she does not love Sishishili 1 s s on , her future husband, 

because the only man in her heart is Malambule. She has a 

premonition that she won' t be Sishishili 1 s son's wife for 

long . When she has finally been carried off to Malambule 1 s 

home (after she has been Sishishili ' s son ' s wi fe f or exactly 

12 hours) and there is uncertainty about his safety and his 

whereabouts , she declares that she will never leave his home 

to marry someone else . Nomcebo truly loves Malambule and one 

forgives her for lying t o Maloza, Malambule ' s s i ster 1 and 

saying , "Mina :ngangingeke ngaganc.. ngi sho i ndodana kaSishi shili, 

ukuhamba lokhu ngiya khona ngangi phekezela udadewet hu l ona 

owafayo uEhembesile. Into engangi yoyenza yayiyoba yi simanga 

ngoba kwakuyothi mhla ethi uza kwami ngimu.bhuq_c ngesi jul a 

kuyasa ngemukile mina angisekho ngeduka nezwe . 11 ( p . 229). I 

don ' t believe a word she says but I a dmire her for her feeling . 

and i ntention. She must not be judged a s one woul d j udge a 

witness &iving evidence i n a court case , but r ather as a 

woma& madly in love , t a l king sweet nonsen se to the sister of 

her l over whom she is missing terribl y . 

Malambule 

Malanbule i s not as strong a charact er as Nomc ebo . His 

defection in the Zulu Rebell i on i s clearl y spel led out i n 

his character : he has lost touch with Zul u tradition (as we 

saw in his f i rst attempt at courting Nomcebo), and h e is a 

coward . Why does he send Zazini , Nomcebo ' s br other, to go 

and tell her that he loves her? (p . 26 ) . Even t he young boy 

( Z.azini ) is ver y annoyed to see such a cowa r d and he answer s 
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him, 11 \'.' ena kawuzc shel e l i ngani yena? 11 (p . 26). i';hen l.iala n!bule 

is call e d. before the l eaders of the Zulv He bell i ot1 \v e lear u, 

'' . . . . l apho uMal ambulc uvalo lwa lungasamph ethe kwase kutbi 

maka we phan s i. Ama dolo ayese shayana .. , . 11 (p . 142). \!hen 

Nalambule finally defec t s from the Zulu army to joir the 

White army hi s r a tionalization about the ~ hites' power of 

detection which he use s as an excuse ( p p. J.79-18 2) is noi,h j_ng 

short of high treason when the Zulus ar8 at war a gainst t he 

Whites. H~ doe s well t o flee when Mdlampisi, one of the 

loyal Zulu soldier s approache s him otherwise Nomc ebo would 

have had a different husband . 

t,iauhulana 

Maphulana i s v:i tchdoctor and counsellor t o Malambul e arid 

Nomcebo . Ile is the be et sui1,ed for this role. At Nxm:1al o 1 s 

home he is an adopted household fool ("isiphoxo 11 ) who ussj_sts 

with menial labour. In his youth , however , he had been one 

of King Cetshwayo ' s stewards (he fled after the Zulu Wa~) . 

He assumed t he gu i se of a foo l to avoid detection. He had 

courted Nomcebo 1 s mother when she was a girl but she could 

not accept him as he had no property (how woul d he pay lobola?). 

How better could he rechannel his love for he excep t by 

becoming her servant, her daughter ' s and her son-in-law1 s 

counsellor and helper, finally acting tl1eir f at!1er when they 

l eave for the urban a r eas? Maphulana i s a wi se old man (his 

marshalling of the expedition to "carry off11 Norocebo is suf 

fic i ent proof), and he is a good v,i tch-doctor ( his II smel ling 

out 11 of Nxumalo's f amily witch- doctor is proof of this). 
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Bhember,j_le ' s mother and !fomct1bo' s mother 

The characte:..~s of Bhembesile ' .., mot_1er and lJomr.c l>o ' s 

mother are cl e rly portra1ed i n t h is novel. Norucebo's mother 

is concerned about Mala□btle 's illnesst she wishe that he 

ge ts well soon whi le Bh8ru as jle • ~ mother i s not only indif

ferent s he ev n "'Ucgests that he should .., e ab3ndoncd to his 

fate as his illness may be infectious. Wh n in his dcliri ~ 

he says that he is not illf and when be falls heavily a fter 

attempt ing to stand up , this i s cle a r e idence to Bhcrubes i le's 

mother that he is feign ina this illne~s . She even expresseE 

a fear t ha t thro ~gh this "fe i gned ii illness he i s shielding 

siniste r mot ·vc s . Nomcebo' s mot _er newi ng that Bhembe sil e ' s 

mother is saying all t his o t of sheer per ver sity , nl.!rse s 

1, alambule until the crisis is over . T e one I s heartlessness 

and the other's mother line ss are fittingly rewar ded i n 

Malambule 1 s choice of f uture wife . 

~alamb 1 e ' s brothe s 

ThP char cters of ~alRmbule ' s brothers are also wel l 

portrayed i n this nov el. Chith wuzi and B~ngan· ar e the hot

heads in the f amily whil e Qe-Lhu.ka and r,.asimi.ni a r e c ool-headed 

and thoughtful . Whe1 ~ l mbule a"~s t h eD to ass i st him in 

going to a r y off , omccho, Chithl1uz i - - hot- headed and 

i petuous suggests that t 1ey 1 aYe i IDl!ledi ately bu.t Qe t huka 

wants to know ho, far Norn eb o ! s hrn~e i s, and he t ells them 

that 1~alambule cannot CL: o pa:w t hem as he i s t o ac compar...y 

the i r father to a meeting at Sigananda ' s kraal . ( Thi". of 

course , r ai aa a number of problems : H~ wi l l they find her 

home ? How will they know her? e+c ., pr obl ems whi ch never 
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entere d Chi tlrnmu~~j_' s heed.). 1.'nen , o:i. t.beir· v.':ly to carr~· cff 

Nomcebo , they we e t lic1· wed-:in[ train (not knowin~ N0rrceho. ,_ . 

thoy cannot cuc as that thi s is the group acc m1panying her to 

the we dding) 1 Chithuwu3 i wants t o chnll ~nce tb~ men to a 

fight , it i s the cool- h eaded r.:as i CTini who ciiscnc.1.uos !1h1 by 

saying , 11 Qha , bai'o\•1e thu l G?ODdaba l::ay).] ungilc ~:,P!l:i. fL1Wl 

uku~ithela ngam&shwa 9 kodw~ aniboni Jin i nokuthi bahdmb~ 

ne sangoma na s i ya s i fake i zik.tunba. n ( p. 100 ). ,',h.ile L1phulan& 

has gone to s end a message to Xomc eho ( at Sishi shili' a he~~ ) 

t hat Malambule ' s brother s have come for her , Chitbu~u7 i 

suddenly f ears betrayal by Laphulan& and he ou ggests a u 

i mme dj_ate attack on t he ho:ne , l'tiaphuJ ana ' s t h ;e l y r e t urn 

averts what would ottcr~i se have been a critical situa tion. 

When the more thoughtful Qethu1ra loses hls head on s E::r- inf-~ 

Zazini and his fri end coming with Nomccbo ana NoruaPzi (in a 

bid to carry off a woman, the presence of her brother cir,d hj s 

friend is a r eal hazard, thi3 explains Qethu.ka 1 s behaviour 

and attitude which, other~ise , would have been out of charac

ter for him), Chi thumuzi says , "Wen zani QethnJn..1.? Usuq_a;-:l;a 

uk ulwa? .Av:uzubhekana nal P11s j zwa y ez i zwe , uzo1)hekana nami 

uqobo l wami." (p. 162) . Chithu□uzi is i npe t uous to the end : 

~hen Malambule dec i des to leave home and go to the towns to 

seek a new l ife there , a bitter argur:1cnt ensues. Chi tlJ.un~uzi ' s 

cont ribution to the argument i s his decision to join ~al smbulc 

and g o to town with him . 

Conclusion 

I rreparable harm is done to t he plot of this nove l by 

t he interpolation of the Zulu Rebellion . The story i s grippi ng 

from the first page until page 28 , when the events l eading to 
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the Zulu Rebellion are introduced. F-::-om the::1 onwards one 

has much diffj_culty i n foll~wing the story as one wades 

t hrough a _maze of information which bas nothing to do wj.th 

t he plot of ·ch e novel. 

In the end the greates t disappointment i s that Nomcebo , 

whom one has grown to love a1~ r espect, become s wife t o 

Mal ambule , a i;ra i tor ("imbuka:1 
- - not'ri j_ng more detestabl e in 

Zululand. )~ She deserves much .bctte:c ~ but do we a::!.waJs get 

what we deserve? 

Genersl Observati ons on Plot and Char acter in Vj lakazi ' s N0Yels 

Although a discussion of plot toge t her with character is 

i deal i n any discus s i on of a novel, it impos8s certain re

strictions . J have, f or i nstance not touched on certa in minor 

characters whose contributi ons have no significant bear ing on 

t he plot, jus t as I ha ve not discussed certain incident s which 

shed no light on cha r acter. I n this s ection I wi sh to touch on 

c ertain matters· tha t did not fit into my g2neral discu s sion 

and t hen eud t h e section with a short comparative survey of 

plot and character in the t hr ee novels discussed. 

Plot 

Vilakazi sometimes does n ot pay sufficient attention t o 

detail . i n t he construction of his plots and thls leads to 

certain i naccuracies creeping i nto t h e plots. On page 31 in 

U~.Lngiswayo _K9J obe \'.'12 are told, "Bafika balala kvmQwabe kodwa 

kv;a t h i ebusuku uGodongv--;ar.e weq_a i N"anabuke ( the White man) 

i sa.l ele, weq_a kanye nesilwane sayo , nesihlangu sayo n okunye 

kokugq_oka wayishiya iNanabuke ilele ubuthongo nabantu bayo. " 

Vilakazi then describes how t he Qwabe people killed t his 

Whi te man t he n ext day. On page 197 Vilakazi reviews this 



incident bu. t; now h e says i t 'Va s Di n.gi sv1£.:,ro ( Codon [;'.':an e ) whC1 

kj_J l ed t he \/hi te man : 111:genkatlli ehamba :n enrm o.bvl:-o ··::<-ze wc:.yi

bulala way~~phnca Z (m .]{ e i zint0 zd.yo. 11 

In N j c --Nermel a there is some confus ion a ::> t o the l:ind of 

bead ornnm2nt Lalarnbule got fr om Nomcabo . I~ page 59 Vila

ka zi wri tes , 11}:anti u s ebamba u buhlalu bayo c,babul e11ga 

en@l~~eni :' l . e . a bead armlet , but in p 2.[,e 7 4 h e \,rr j_ t e s, 

" kw c..~thi fu.th i J.2pho amanto1:1bazana escbone u.lmhlalu uasen ta~ 

nyeni ku ~Jc:nt:c: b o bungnnabonakali -~-" i.e. a bead neckl a ce . 

In Noma Kin i wo f i nd t he following sta tement on page 24 , 

"Umakhwa t ha Jo wayengakabi nanzalo noma wayesemda la. Umfana 

wakhe wayesermcane kakhv.lu ---- na lona owayemthole ku.Nombo

nj ane wayengakhomblsi umqonclo walutho. Ngakho-ke uNomkho~i 

uyentl owayelusn". This clearly means that Nomkhosi was tbe 

eldes t girl at home . In the middle of the next paragr £,ph 1:;e 

learn , " Isigcino (u11omYl1osi) wa ze wa~ri thanda lemihlola 1 v:a(1s ) .2. 

ukuxoxa ngayo koDadertabo uNontuJ.a okunguyena nkosazt=ma k a

r~akwat ha. " which now ri1eans th.at lfontula , and not Nomkhosi wa e 

t he eldest cirl at home. 

Another defect in Vilakazi' s plot-cor.struction is fuunu 

in his sequence of events . He follows up a certai n series of 

even t s and then. on otart i ng a n ew chapter, he t akes t~e 

reader back to t r ace another series from where he had i eft it 

off. One exampl e will 8Uffic e (as the three novels a bo1md in 

t ri i s defect) : In chG.pt er 2 of UDingiswsyo Ka.Jobe we l earn 

t ha t GodonBv,m1e escapes from 0Yeng·:1enij is helped by Jevuza 

and Dingiwe; b jds Nobantwana farewell; reaches the Hlubi 

country and becomes a great warrior , and t he chapter ends 

with Godongwane on his way back home . Chap t er 3 takes us 
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back to God orJL-<. Vrane 'bj_ dd i ng Yoba.n t·.,.-ana f&:ce\:e] 1 and tbe n t r&c~ s 

t he events surround ing Ding iwe gnd No~ nnt~ana . 

The n1a in defect L Vila~ .. e z i 1 s plot--c o str1ie-1on (ine;l i d

ine in his plots wha t s h ould be omitte d ) l have alre-dy d~ alt 

with in my d i ocussion of each ov~l. 

Characte r 

I find character ization in Vilakazi 1 s novelG rery good . 

Even minor characters have soffi e indi i dt ality ( e . g. MaJ.~ab~le's 

brothers in _N;je -- Nemp0.la .) It i s su.r rj_3j11g that Vilakazj_ nC'vcr 

pairs a strong hero with a strong heroine . I n lJ _ome. l 7i n :h !.o~ 

mkhosi is a much strong r character than ,.s i kana ~ in uJ)i :n f! ..: __ _ 
~~ .....-- -· -.... 

s .mvo KaJobe_ th.e r e is hardly any com arison bctv: en Godo -

ngwune and ~·obn.ntwana, ju.s+ as there · s no compa r i s cn tet vceI1 

Nomcebo and Malambule in Nje-Nempela . 

On plot and character I r ate u.Din r; i~wa;,To K ,Jobe fi:cst 

with Noma ini a poor second ( an at osphe e of l eti ergy 

pervades t hia whole novel as there are too few points of 

confl ict), a d Nje-iTC:m"Oela l ast . 

Conclusion 

, 
Vilakazi is co 1sidcred t he greate s t Zulu author b -~ ny 

peop l e. I agree that he is the grea t e<,t Zulu poet to d.ate , 

but i s he also the greate8t novelis t? I have heard man;i,r 

teachers of Z'!.llu. li terature proclaim .,hat 1 je H ~rnpela is 

the best novel written in the Zulu l anguage. On e only has 

to study the plots of Vilakaz · ' s novel s to knov· t ha t some 

other criterion is used by those who procl aim h i m the great 

es t Zulu novelist . This other criterion is di ction . No 

Zulu author to date even a pp c a ches the poetic excellence of 

Vilakazi ' s diction. He picks the string s on the reader's 

heart as on an instrument when he is at his be ~t. His 
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dic tion is at its bent in some of the sections which shouJd 

never have formed part of t11e plot (e.g . Chapter 7 in UDinc;i_~ 

swayo KaJobe; Ch::.ptcr 3 ii1 Nie- Ne:i"ipela). Let us t ake an ex

ample from Chapter 7 in yDingiswayo KaJobe. I n the folk-tale 

"I1Jganekwane k~Ncazanc " a11 an:i.mal with a 1011g tail and l ong 

ears cornea to Ncazane daily ( while she keeps birds away from 

the corn on her father ' s fields) and asks her t o carry i t to 

her little hut. On arrival at t he hut the animal looks at the 

ground cooked rn8alies and pot f ull of s our mil k Ofoazane ' s 

midday meal ) , .looks at Ncazane , s miles t and t he:r.. "Koth i. lup110 

i silokazane seBimamathckil e uNcazane a.bone kujuza ail1athe emlo

nyeni waso , sibuze sithi, ' Ncajane ', simbuke futhi , siphinde 

sithl 9 ' Ncajane, akabani lawemashi.? ' • .Aphendul e uNcazane , 

' Ngawami '. Siscndel e kuye simuth i ncaka ngembebe , s ithi , 

' mush' ·l.1.ku thi ngawakho 
1 

thana ngawami, ' eoi sho sizikhomba sona 

esifubeni. Lapllo w"\Jc3.zane usethuthumel a ukweeaba , sibuye si

buze sona isiloka zane sithi, ' Ncajane , Ncajana, akabani l awa

mashi? •. Aphendule uNcazane athi , ' Ngawakho '. 

" Kube akashilo uNcazane si su.ke isil okazane s i qoshame phansi 

siphelelwe icala , sitbathe udiwo nomcaba sikubek e phakathi kwe

milenzana yaso s ivube , s i zikholise. Sidle, s i dl e , s idle, sibe

k ' ethala size sikhothe nokhamba, bese simbuka u.Ncazane s i thi , 

' Kumnandi Ncajane !' UNcazane athule, aphelel we amandl a akho

hl we ukuthi uzothini. Ulimi lwakhe ngenxa yokulainba luna 

mathele phezulu emarLkankaneni --- 11 ( pp. 118-119 ). A n oveli st 

with such diction can get away with murder. 

Finally , Vilakazi ' s novels are so good in di ction and 

character that one wonders whether they coul dn 't be edited 

with a view to improving their plots . This wouid be simple 

enough , once permission is obta ined , because it entails 

omission mostly , and in a few cases , abridgement. 
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a andoned infant on the w .. y. On re ,. :::ii;: u ;1 ·oti r 8 se t t l e;:; 

up \ i th his children a~ ::.;, e looks aft,r his cat:le. On 

mee t ing he~, a boM from a n earb 1 sc 10 l lwa~s ehout- h~s 

envy of he~ dog G pr ~~imit~ to her. Too rovne t~ 

t h i s is a sub~l e Zu u way f a ing ove~turea to a girl, she 

uskw hi one da ~hy he a ways shouto a~ he. He tel ls h~r 

t ha t he i~ still to oun..-: to answer her and extracts a 

promi s e f ro 1er t 11at e will w i T for h i m und hi, an~\· E:!r: 

n o, :Jini ;: . 

He go~s to wo~k n Du ban and ~he is employed ~ Rev 

and Mr s Gout 1 , 0 t ach h er &OW tc ead and vr~te . Se 

acc ept..., Chr _:_st i ani t. 

The~ e i s a l eadir g c 

ecomes a lec:1 'ing c~-u cl ,'iowe._1. 

chmf; n at Hev. G-rout ' s an, i s .1 f:HHe 

i s To.1 uni . rorrJ:l~osi l n 1 o+ t forgotten ahcut siJ~an. 

the young~ n he ro ise· tor it JOr~ but no~ that he 

nei t he r writes no makes an c.PP ara.1ce , ancl ov· that To asi 

is Rev. Crc1t 1 R favouri e she .inall Lgrees to mar · o e.s i ., 

Tom si secretly ourt 

njani an d he is successful . e v i sits j_hlai..g sinye a 

·i i ch doctor s ,,o o tain a ave p a tio, to r etain fomkbo s i I s 

love when h .... zars · o t ~r lo .re for l~ · 1 is cJ i. i1 ishint~ 

Nsika a , aft r u~ ·i: inB ro ,be?: attenJt i. which he 

i s brutal ly as~·ulted 1 ha s arr ed h·me and he sends 1·0 khoQi 

a. Cnri ·tma res ~ it . Thi presen is an ex e!sive i l. he d-

cl oth in w ich a sli of ;--apa ... wi t h t.he wor ds lt'~o a hni 11 

i s e cJ o ed . m •· • omasi r i e:::: _ is be t to ake i t impossi ly 
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fo r 1foik9na and 1:0;::il:hosi to meet. l!si}:a~a's half--bro ... !'.ers, 

jealous of hlm and r..is ''ner, ways" tr·y 1iO have ~d.:i: ki l l~d 

but they fai l. 

Hef Grout rm.vi ttingly offc1·s t.o agsi::;t ~rslkal"!2. ln 

gaining Ro:nkhosi and it i~ only hiB wife ' s goo::l advicE: 

that pulls hir:l ou t of t:ie predica1·cnt : s:1(;? 2.dv j se:J 1,i.Rt 

the problem of choice of husband be left to her f ami ly , : 

according to Zulu custom. In the end 1;0.n~1;la , Homkh0si I s 

elder half-sister sways the balancP in Ks:U:ana ' s fc.vour . 

A ni.)endix II 

A Synopsis of t he plot of UDin6:!:_swayo 1'aJo·be 

Jobe , chief of t he ~~theth','!a tribe li·res in hin k:::-aal, 

Ebalungwini . He decj des tnat a 3econd roya l kraaJ, o

Yengwenis be built and he places ~qola , his younger brother t 

in charge of the sol diers (among whom are Tana and Godongwan,:; , 

Jobe ' s sons) J i ving there, 

On a huntine expedition Nqola is accidentel}y killed 

by Godongwane , bu t Nqola did not believe he ha d been 

accidentally stabbed and he said so before dying . Nqol a ' ~ 

death is r eported to Jobe by Nodunga who is sent back to 

Tana and Godong~ane wi th a deadly threat. 

Jobe lives in conatant fear of aspirants to his throne 

who may take hls life at any time. Ile then appoints a day 

on which to visit oYengweni and appoint the future chief 

of t he ],ithetlnras . On the appointed day he arrives with two 

r egiment s and in' the middle of the festiv!tie s he tur~s and 

strikes Tana with his knobkerrie and instructs his soldiers 

to fini!::lh him off . Another soldier tries to stab Godongwane 

but before he does so he is k i lled by Jevuza , Godongwane t s 
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'i'i tc. -doc t.o r . Godo!lgw· • . 1e fl e es, but VL · 1 e he is jHi!l;,) · ng 

over the fe nc of t n e 1C a al a spear, aL Jed by ,nc of Jobe ' s 

soldie r , 1ierces hi . i n the bac'-. e e s capes with the 

spea in his a ka 1d hides in a neigl cur i ng f orest . 

Job e ' soldi erE ten at tack all t h e so diers of oY~ng,eni. 

G do? gwane 1 s sister , Din i~er di ~co rer him in tha 

fo re t e next da. She pul s out the sp r, rings hi~ 

foo d and s oge t her i th J cvuza sh e carri e s him av.n.y to 

?,.ban a bi ' s (he uncle) place. J evuza nurses him there 

until he recovers, then he flees the e: u _,_ ~-'Y aft_r biddin 

o an tv;~ a , his girl-friend , a te1!der fo.re1,"ell . 

e li es lor a fe years under Bh nga ie ·:here he 

eco e s rnrri.o , then he retur s ome in t h e c ,pun of 

s ome men who are guid i ne a certai _ whit e m~n heading for 

Dela oa Ba . 0 the way he rob this white man of hiti 

horse and gun , reaches home and kill s 1.:awev!e (his younger 

hal f brothe~ ,ho had bec ome chief af te r Jobe ' s death ) ~d 

eco:110s c ie-" o the h. t h thwas. On a se e.! ding the throne 

he tells his people t the · ·no loneer to be called 

Godon~ ane, he should be called Dingiswa yo (the one who 

b . d' was a is e ,~ nrom this day onwards he i ~ knovm r: s 

Dingie a o kaJo e. 

Among his wi es i his childhood s~eetheart, l obantwana, 

who i s no, O\er ha owed b Zenzile , her half-sister rhom he 

has lso arried ~ This l eads to a war \' i th zw.:..de t -obantwan::i I s 

brother , duri g wh ich Dingiswayo dies . 

Appendix III 

--~-------h:..;.,e.=.-.... P_l_o_t_o_f _ ___.. ___ '---_ 

,ala bule, a traveller from Barberton ~ho ha~ b-en 

givens el er for the day at lko inopho ~o 's ho.e in Dumbe , 
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is ask~d not to strol l t oo f~r away fro, the hone a~ this 

place abou d.s in dange ous wilJ a ima1 s. ·-r omc e O; 1;.cu al s 

daughter , is sent to call hi1 back , whe J. 1e see . h s .... !1~ f ul ).s 

ii l ove wi+h er . 

ext orni ng he goes down to the ri er to wash, on his 

way ck he cont; act .... a J oc .. l f ever .:cno,"n as "gudlnthuk,.,laa. 

Bhe m esile 1 " mothe r and 1Torncebo' o rnothe:.. mu e l j _ 1 , t he 

for er re l uctantly . He as. ~asini to t ell his sister , 

N" omcebo , that he l oves her . .ftcr hi ;;.ssis"'·a . .ce has be en 

so ght, Ma hulana , \I o doe A me iia l abour at he rxumalo' , 

arranges a I eeting between _r on::.ce o and I:: l~rubu1e . \' h en 

I alambule courts her , ohe asv.:s hiiri , 11 Wena ung bani l ~e - !~ e m ela? 1 

When they eet a seco d ti e .he 11 acc i den al " lea es he r 

bead-armlet with him (a sign of lo,e) . 

Eala ule recuper&.te s aid then l eav'"'s o home afte r 

pre senting ~ o inopho w· th a r ug and promisjng ta hul ana t hat 

he rnu l d come back fo :ro cebo . 

While h e i s gone the son to chief Sish i s ili arranges 

to arry omceb and hembesile 1 her half si er . There i s 

riv lry and ad blood between the tw o familie s. 

hen alambule r e ches home hear ange.s ta t is bro hers 

s oul d c o e and 11 carry off" ( take he r a uv to be married with 

her co sent , ut without paying lo olo ) Nom~e o . ihen t he r 

r each Dumbe they discover that she has alre~ y eft to go and 

ma r r Si ishili' s on . .ccornpanied by .-·aphulana they go to 

Si hisbili ' s h~ e , carrr her off on the evening oft e weddi ng 

da and ea·e fL_ t eir home . 

In t e • ea t i e !falambule , who ad not a ce mpani ed t h em 

on thi s ex edition , h Q defected f om the Zulu a r y engaged in 

the Zu u ebellion ( 1906 ) . He joins t he ','hi te s and only re t urns 

ho e af t the t i a l and banish.men" of Ki ng Di n izuJ_u . He 
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