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Mobreviations

‘

add i adijunct

Aux. @ auxiliary: auxiliary predicate
cf. : confer, compare
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0 1 object

oC’ ! obiject concord

5 : subiject

sC ! sudject concard
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SUMMARY,

a

This work is a synchronic study of syntax in Zulu and
has its as central theme, verb-noun relations. In these

relations three phenomena were found to be ilmportant, viz.

Tirs

(A) The liaison semantic features (LSFs)
(B:) Word-order as shown by nouns in relation to the verb

(C) Transitivity

(A} The ISFs
The noun may be the subject, object or adjunct depending
on the function it has taken up. These funci. onal terms vie.

subjact, obiect and adjunct are more concerned with structural

segments of a sentence rather than semantic relationship of
segmnanta. Consequentiy a semantic model of I5Fs showing the
semantic-relational features of nounsg, is evolved. Such

features are determined by the kind of verb used. The major

5,

IS8 are:

(a) Agentive / Instrumental

{b) Patient / Pactive

It is realised that if the semantic content of the relationship
is left out, the study of a sentence is bound to suffer from

explanatory inadeguacy.

(B) fThe Ordering of nouns in relation to the verb

The ordering of nouns i1s ma'nly achieved by Iront-
shifting and back-shifting e.g. a noun ogourring post-verbally
is shifted to the front s0 that it occurs Lefore the verb:

vshava fnkomd {he hits a cow)




- oyiidl =

Inkomd, dvavishdye (*the cow, he hits it)

The noun occurring befove the verb may be shifted to the
back as in

dmfdna dvahdnba (the boy is walking) vs.

Uyahdmba vmfldna (*he is walking, a boy)

Such shifting goes along with focus which expresses prominence.
The ordering of nouns may therefore result in:
{(a) a change in the form of a noun or verb

(b} a change in the meaning of a sentence

. These two changes are usually concomitant i.e. a c¢hange in
the form of a sentence is accompanied by a change in its
meéning. For the purposes of convenlence, the orderings have
been divided into two i.e. primary word-order (where the
agentive normally occupies the first slot and the factive
occupies the second) and secondary word-order (front-shifting
of the factive and back-shifting of the agentive). Nouns may
take adijunct function in these orderings as when their forms
are inflected, cf.

umfdna vvéla dsikoldni (the boy comes from school)

inkomd jshdywa nguwifdna (the cow is it by a boy)

Whereas some adjuncts have a fixed position, others have a

flexible position.

(C) Transitivity

Another verb-noun relation is cbserved in transitivity
which characterises predicate-object relations. Transitivity
helps identify different kindes of cbjecty:

(i) Optional object (this is mainly a primary object)
(ii) Compulsory obiect (this is mainly a fixed obiject)
(iii) Prohibited object {the object is shifted‘out beocause

of intransitive use of the wverb)



After the identification of these objects, a number of transi-
tive structures are established. These transitive structures
are established on the types of obijects found.

The predicates cannot categorically be divided into
transitive and intransitive in Zulu. One can accept that
some predicates have a wider choice of objects than others.
Those predicates which have limilted cholce of objects have
the patient preferring the [irst slot while the second is
left wvacant. ﬁhen the predicate has such a'limited cholce
of objects we have semi~transitive structure, Transitivity
is therefore convenilently divided into:

(a) Non~transitive: the predicate is used in such a way that
the object is prohibited e.gq.

dmfdna dydlusa (the boy herds)

)

Umfdna diimdle (the boy is injured)

In the latter example, however, the object
may be added, in which case ii becomes
semi-transitive, (Sea below).

(b} Semi-transitive: the predicate has a limited choice of
objects e.g.

Umfdna Ylimdle Idold {(the boy is injured

i the kxnee)

dmfdna vhdmba fudliela {the boy goes a

journey)
(c) Complete transitive: the predicate has a wide choice of
objects s Lhere are two sub-divisions here:

(i) mono-tressitive: the predicate takes

only the moinary object(s) e.g.

Grli—a afalol 0 Yelse Alphe Doy hits




(ii} ditransitive: the predicate takes

the primary and the secondary objects

a.g.

Ubabd vunika dnfdna Incwadi (father

gives the boy a book)

Complete transitivity is mainly measured

by its capacity of being used in passive

construction i.e. it has the active and

passive diatheses.
Transitivity indicates versatility of the predicate in choosing
its objects: one and the same predicate may be used in structures
‘which are non-transitive, semi-transitive and complete transi-

tive. In Zulu, extensions play a big role in transitivity.



CHAEPTER T

LA TRODUCT T ON

The Statement of Theme:

ha0.0 This study ls centred on the relations existing between
the predicate aﬁa its subject, object and addjunct in a sentence.
Though in the past attention has been given to the syntactie

- function of these sentence units, the question of the syntac-
tic component has been sadly neglected. The syntactic compo-
nent would mean the categorisation under which all notions of

a syntactic category may be grouped. The syntactic category
would then denote the subject, object, predicate and adijunct.

It should be stated that the syntactic category explains function.
It is therefore essential to have the explanatory power of thé
underiying semantic structure attached to the syntactic category.
This.would reveal the semantic relational features there are
between syntactic categories. It may be noted that an effective
study of the syntax of a language is attained by an understand-
ing of these relational features. In this study it is the
simple sentence which is investigated, and it will be realised
that the indicative mood of the vafb proper is the focal point.
The co~referents, the so-called pfonouna arg e¢liminated to a

large degxee so that the study is mainly on noun-verb relations.

Mathod

1,2.0 Traditional syntactic analysis has done much in
paving the way of today's approach to the study of syntax,
In this study a corpus of sentences was selacted from ordinary

convergation of the natiwve speakers in mid-Natal and in the



the area of Empangeni while others have been drawn from the
existing Zulu literature. It was realised that the predicate
matters most in the determination of relations: 86 an attempt
has been made to minimise the diversity of nouns (subjects,
objects and some adjuncts) by maintaining some of the nouns
right through the dissertation even though the predicates
used are comparatively diverse, he sentences have had to
include idiomatic expressions since the heart of the language
is its idiom. While investigating syntactic relations, it was
found that hitherto the study of syntasx in Zulu has been
surface-orientated and left many problems unzolved. It was
therefore necessary to establish some semantic relational
features. In the end it was found that the ideas expressed
tie closely with those of Fil.uore (1968), Chafe (1970} and
Staresta (1973) so that their terminology is employed where
necessary. It should be noted that the syntactiec relations
are to a degree cetermined by form in Zulu; this necessitated
the explanation of certain formatives in a syntactic perspective.

The =study as a whole is synchronic.

l.2.1 1In order to avoid certain awbiguities, the indication
of tone was done: /*/ indicates HIGﬁ tone /°/ LOW tone and
/°/ HIGH-LOW tone. In the text, however, only HIGH and
HIGH-LOW tone markings are found; LOW tone has no ﬁarking.
in certain orderings, the Euglish idiom has sufféred kil

translating. /*/refers to literal translations and Wwrranumgs e

ETY

Cad Zudu swnummueﬂ*;/i/indicates woWngbep or lover resister

netdon of Sl Perms wsaed

++«3.0 A-distinction should be madse between the terms used



in formal analysis and those in syntactic analysis. In syn-
tawtic analysis most of the terms used are found to be notional,
hence notional definitions. In this study it has been found
well-nigh unavoidable to use notional termz like subject,

predicate, object and adjunct.

The Sentence

1.3.1 Many definitions of a sentence have been given accoxd-
ing to personal inclination, especially in Indo-Buropean
languages. But there seems to be a general agreenment that a
sentence must of necessity express "a complete thought” or
must be "a complete utterance." Jespersen (1924, p. 307)
for instance says: |

A sentence is a relatively complete and

independent human utterance - the

conpleteness and independence being shown

by its standing alone or its capability of

standing alone i.e. of being uttered by

itself.
A definition such as this shows a point in the development of

the study oi language when the structure of language was

s

assigned a n@gllble rol@.- A host of other definitions sympto-
‘matic of the approach of the times show close resemblance to
that of Jespersen.With the upsurge of descriptive linguistics
as a sQience, we get d@finitioné which show that a sentence
has form or structure. Bloomfiela (1950, p. 170) defin@é a

' sentence in the following way:

An lndependent linguistis form, not inéluﬁed
e

by virtue of any grammatical construction in

any larger linguistic form.



This definition was also to a degree, taken up by Hockett
(19586 p. 1%9) and Gleason (19%61). It is necessary in this
study to accept this definition and then distinguish two

types of sentences i.e. the contextual sentence which includes

(yes), Ngeminduku (with sticks), Neumintu (it is a person)

and Ubani?  (who)? and the representational sentence which

minimally consists of the subject concord and the verb-stem
asz in dyahdmba (he is going). The representational sentence
is productive and could account for the predicate plus its
sulkject, object and adjunct as in

- B
Mhabd dshiva Umiina kabuhlingu (Jather thrashes the boy

painfully).
It is the latter type of a sentence which is given more”

consideration in this investigation.

Function

1.3.2 This term will be used to ihdicate the position a

noun can take in relation to the verb. In effect, it should
bg referred to as 'syntactic function' since it involves
syntactic relations existing betweén word categories inha
sentence. The hierarchical nmature of a sentence manifests
functional frames in which wo;‘s occur, of course, taking

into consideration that a kind of word may be constituted

of a longer string than a single word. Such functional frames
have been called 'siots'. Cf. Guthrie (1961 p.5) and Kraft
(1964 p.68). The noun in Zuliu may take the pre-verbal slot

i.e. the first slot in relation to the verb or the post-verbal

slots i.e, the second and the third slots. The first slot _.i$



i1s filled by the noun having the ‘subject' function, the
second slot by the 'fixed and primary objects' and the third
oy 'secondary object and adjunct', cf. below for the explana=-
tion of these Leyms. A change of function or position may

result in a change of word form in Zulu, cf.

.
(1) Umfdna wikhe ubdna fnkomd (his boy sees a cow)

(ii) Inkomd Ibénwa noutildna wikhe (the cow is seen by his boy)

.
{(iid) Owakhe vmfina Ubdna inkomd (his boy sees a cow)

Sentence (ii) diffexs from sentence (i) both in form and
meaning, of. dm{dna, the erstwhile 'subject' has become a
copulative poufifdna in passive construction. In sentence
{1ii) Owikhe differs in form from wikhe in (i) and (ii):

it has also an added nuance since it iz more proitinent than

wiklhie in the first two zentences.

The Sulbriack

1.3.3 The term 'subject' as shown by inconsistent defini-
tions is not easy to define. Some linguists speak of logical,
grammatical and psycheological subjects. The term 'logical
Subject' is equated with ‘pasychological subdgect' and is used
to denote that the‘noun in the copulative after the passive

H

form is the real subject in the active®

gentence construction. In a seuntence like Unfdna dshdywa

fgxigg'(the boy is thrashed by the father) the qrammaﬁical
subject is umfina and the leogical or the psychological subject
isiuyisé. Hockett (1958 p. 201) eguates the subject with the
'topic' and 'commeaﬁ‘ with the predicate. Zuh tihils nomencla-

ture has its attendant difficulties. Fillmore (1968 p.24)

and Chafe (1970 p.100) speak of ‘agentive' and 'agent' respoot-



ively and  they only differ in depth of detail. Their approach
is significant in this study, since the use of the term
'subject’ is a general statement. It is well to note thai

the type of predicate determines 1ts relationship to the so-
called subject, hence the subiject may be defined within the

confines of a particular given sentence, cf. dmfdna dyvakbhdla

(the boy is writing): cause/agent
but

umfdna dydgulia (the boy is ill): patient/affactive

This shows that 'subject' is defined at different leveis of
sentence structure. On the surface structure, the subject

is the noun in.th@ first slot which is brought into concord-
ial agreement with the predicate. In deep structure, the
positlon of the noun is not so important since the subiscot is
often associated with the cause/agent of an action or state.
In a passive construction, the agentive copulative noun

has been the subject of the "active" equivalent. It is
therefore essential to include the semantic notions under
the subject to show the nature of its relaticnship to the

predicate,

The Cbhiject

1.3.4 Like the subject, the object is often defined in
terms of logical, grammatical and psychological obiject.
The obiect has also been viewed as:

that part of a clause which undergoes

action of the predicate and is usually

expressed by means of a substantive, and/

or an oz 2ct concord. «f, LIMI, No. 10

(1970, p.22).



'Cmnmarning such definitions, Jespersen {1924 p.l57) guotes
Swael who said:
:

With such verbs as beat, carry,etc., the
accusative unmistaikably denotes the
object of the action expressed by the verb,
but with such verbs as see, hear, it is clearly
a metaphor to talk of an 'object'. A man
cannot be beaten without feeling it but he
can ba seen without knowing about it, and in
many cases there is no action or volition at
all inveived in seeing.
In Zulu, as in:many other languages, the type of verb used
determines the nature of relatlonship between the predicate
and the noun of the second slot. The object therefore, may.
be regarded as the noun which in primary word-order ooouples
the second and/or third slot and upon which action may ba
brought to bear. Such a noun especially the one of the mecond
slot may readily take the OC in many instances. OGuthrie
(1970, p.94) rightly observed that there are different types
of obijects:

This term is used to refer to a nominal

which, in the normal word-ordex, can be

supported by a verbal only in a position

following the verbal, either irmmediately

or after ancther objsct. The obijects

conzidered ... include three types,

‘direct', 'fixed' and 'ipdirect',.
In tihis study”th@ terms 'fixed', 'primary' and ‘secondany’
will be used. These objects meniflest varying degrees of

cohesion. The fixed object (complement) coheres maximally



with the predicate; the primary obliect has a fair cohesion
with the predicate whereas the secondary obiject minimally
coheres with thé predicate. The fixed objszct {(complement)
cannot take the CC in the predicate and it does not readily
form a semantic unit on its own: it complements the meaning

of the predicate as in idiomatlc expressions e.g. umfdna

dagina fdelo (the boy stiffens the knee i.e. the boy gets

courage) .

Thne primary object is capable of having the OC in the pre-
dicate i.e. it readily takes the ©C and its position is
flexible e.g.

unifdna dshdya Inkome (the boy hits a cow)

umfdna dvavishdva Inkomd (the boy hits the cow)

The secondaxy object, in this study, refevrs Lo that objesct
whiien ¢co-ocours with the primary object and which 1s not in
any way conjoined i.e. it is not associated with ancther
cxject through the comnective na—-. In normal word-order

it Loilows the primary object and does not take the o0 in
ne predicate e.g.

Unabd dnika Unfand Incwadl (father gives the boy a book)

in which case Incwadi is the secondary object. The term
'secondary object' has also been applied by other Bantu
Linmaists to secondary forms of nouns in examples such as

Unilidna dshidva Inkomd ngénduku {the boy hits a cow with a stick)

where ngéndulku is regarded as a secondary object. fThe term
will not be extended that far in this study since such

secondary forms take up particular relatlicn in the sentencea.

in fact such forms modify the precionte and are thareliore

referred to as adjuncts in this obudy,. U fer transitivity



some other minor types of obiects will be established mainly

orn the semantic basis,

The Predicate

1.3.5 1In Zulu, and by implicaticon in the Bantu languages,
thelpr@diaate ié constituted of the verb proper and partly
the copulative. Tn this study the emphasis is on the Zulu
verb. In syntax we shall refer to the verb as the predicate.
Doke (1961, p. 124) defines a verb as:

a word which signifies an action connected

with a substantive or the state in which a

substantive is, and is brought into

conceordial agreement therewith (except when

used imperativeliy) by subjectival concord.
This is a notienal definition and it has something to commend
since it makes mention of verb-noun relatlonship. However,
this definition does not expiain the guiddity of the verb.
Furthermore Doke mentions only the ‘'subjectival concord' as
if the predicate could not take the object concoxd. Van Wyk
who used to follow Reichling in Liis ¢onception of a word,
tried to delimit a verd according ‘to structural lLinguistics.
He considered it to be a word with a ndrmal phonological
structure and having a valence to be modified by advarbs.
Vide Ziervogel, (1964, p.213).
Ziervogel (1964, p. 218) does not view the verb s0 nuch
from the syntactic perspective, but defines it formally as
follows:

Gazies bastaan die verbum ult v wortel et W

uitgang, maar dit kan allerlei modale en

ander voor— en agter- voeegsels aanneem watbt



eers tob uitihweiding van die stam aanleiding

geae wharvan dan modi en tydvorme afgelel kan

word.,
Ziervogel takes morphology into consideration. His mention
of mood and tense is of fundamental importance since the
verb-stem having the SC and/or 02 is conceived in a parti-
cular mood and tense. Doke observes in his definition that
the verb may be sub-categorised into actions and states.
Chafe (1870, p. 95) has three sub-categories i.e. states,
processes and actions. These sub-categories are important
in the determination of semantic relations of nouns to verbs,
and this placss the predicate in a central position in any

representational sentence.

Somantic Relations

1.3.6 In the stryuctural analysis of the representational
sentence in 2Zulu, 1t is found that the noun and predicate
co-occur as is shown by the fact that the wverb is connected

with the poun through the concord of that particular noun

spart from the co-occurrence of & predicate and a noun,
there are semantic relations expressed in terms of noun
features. The relational features are determined by the king
of predicate used. Starosta {1973, p.l2) sub-cdtegoriscs
guch relational features neatly when he says:

We can imagine that initially the language

might contair a causation class and a

patient class of case ralaticnships, and that

each of these would have its own individual case form...



The so-called ‘case pelationships' place the prodicate

in a ecentral position. In this study such ‘case relationships'

wildl be replaced by the term lisison sem ntic Foolure (LSF).

The LSFs are determined »y the action, process and state of
the predicate. Henece the sub-categoriss (actions, processes

and states) of the predicate are determinants of noun liaiscn

1

woatures. Such LSFs express ééﬁéré:féiﬁtibnﬁ hecween the
predicate and subject, obiect and adjunct. The L5Fs rigorous—
ly attempt to weconcile deep structure to surface configuw-
rations though these features are not necessarily dependent
on the surface configurations in Zulu. In this study there

iz a handful of terms used to indicate semantic relations of

nouns to predicate. Some of these terms have been taken from

FPillmore and Starosta and others {from Louw. The most impoertant o

these terms are defined below:

{a) Causation -~ assistive. The term 'causabion' is uwed

by 3tarosta. In this study it will necessarily indicate {the
cause or ip}tiatgquﬁmggtion Or pProcess. Such a causs or
initiatqr assists the predicate. lence the term ‘asszistive
as used by Louw (1971, .7}:

Asgistive indicates that the substaniive

assisty the process, action ete. indicated Gy

the previcate,

flogical subiect' cf.

fn £ s e ot
L IR KN

Gz Inboms (the boy hits & oo )

IncondG fehdvwa ro chio (the cow is hoit by a boy),

where both .

and pouct T s have causation assistive

L. The ceusation - assistive .3 a »rimary LSE and is

ko
A



[ LY

connecited with the secondaxy L3N

() BAgentive—instrumental. With reference to 'agentive'

-

Fililimore (1968, p.24) sawve:
the case of the typically animate perosived
1n'“*cauol of the action ildsntified Ly the verb.
Louw (1971, p.9) has a view concurring with that of Fillmore:
The agentive ... is associated with the primarvy
feature assistive and the general semantic
characteristic, animate.
In the above examples nldna and nguifdna are consequently
agentives. The instrumental is mestly the inanimate insti-
gavor of action or processs, Louw (1971, p.9) says:
It i= rather difficult to keep the concepts of
agent and instrument apart in language.

P
)

The instrupenval may also be animate e.g. umfdna dcasha

(the boy shields himself behind the uncle). The

agentive and instrumental are bound by the primary feature of
causation. When the agentive and instrumental ocour simul-
taneously within the environment of the same predicate, the
instirumental is mapped onto a noun with adiunct function, ci.

Umfdna dshdva inhomd ngdndukn (the boy hits a cow with a stick)

where unfinag is the agentive and ngernduky, the instrumental.
However, in the passive both the agentive and instrumental

may have adjunct function, <¢f. Inkomd fshdvwa noumfdna ngdénduku

(the cow 1s hit by a boy with & stick)}. Such co-occurrence
of agentive and instrumental has an additvional featurs of

comitative, which is defined Ly Louw (1971, p.l2) as follows:

The comitative indicatbes 4 thae substantive,

i

is co-ordinated or sssociated with another.



Though the instrumental is usually esxpressed by surfsace forms

it may e covarb, o,

LS. I R LA L T . S T
frduly dendve Irltond {a stick hiits a cow)

£

winfdna dahdva Indulu (a 2oy hits with a stick i.e,

he is a good stigk-fighter),

where induko has covert instrumantal 13T in both sentences.

(¢) Patjent-factive. The term ‘patient' as used by Starosta

shows the contrast of causation. The term is used in this
study to indicate the noun upon which the state is brought
to bear or the noun which is the target of action e.g.

(the cow i3 dead)

"

Nldohuka (the vessel ig breaking up)

md and [sitsha are in factive relationship
with the predicate. The factive is a primery L3P and is

ahzovinted with the secondary LEFs gopceptive, diregtive,

recepeive (baonef

tive) and affective. The patient and the

factive are used together beceause the distinction betwesen
them is often blurred by the fact that they display non-

causation.

{¢i) Logative, This has been deflned by Fillimore (1968, p.25

e case which Aldentifies the localion or

spatial orienuation of the state or action
P
Ldentified by the verb.

In Zulu the locative iz mainly expressed by suriace forms

such as prefixal «nd seifi-ol fommatives, though at wimes it

is cowvert, . W

—rrrrer T b e bt

ar goas to ghuval)

Whabd dhdmbs fzonto (father goes to church)




wihere @zdnbwenid, 18 ovaert whearecas Lnombho 1ls covert.

n

1.3.7  The term 'adsuncel! refers Lo a syRLacLic category
wihere there is a veriety of inflected substantives (secondsry
forms ) and a few primary forms. Very often the terms 'adijunct’
‘adverb' and ‘ccﬁplmment' are used alternatively. In this
study the term 'adijunct' is used Lnstead cof 'adverb', this
bBeing in line with noticral terms likes predicate, subject and
coiect. Attentilion should e drawn to the covert and overt
aﬁjﬁncta, af,

Yoalhd L’Wﬁ neorhezo (father ate with & spoon)

Uhand dle fzoio (fLather ate yesterday)

This difficulty is paritially settled by the fact that the
ohact 1s the noun which can be referred to by the copcord

he adjunct cannot have a goncord

o

in the predigate wiereas

in the predicate as in dhg gindlile dzolg {(father ate diy

povridge ) but not *ibkakd dlidiile fzolo, The criterion ol

‘entailment' given by Whitaly (L9658, p.1l0) is also helpful in
Lhis wegard though he alseo included the adjunct under transi-
avitya
it is a property of items participating in an object-
relationship that they may also parcicipate in a
subidect-relationship, and cne way of exposiny
differences of transitivity is to transpose Lhﬁ
item(s) in the obiect-relationship with those in
the subject-relaticnship while retaining the same
lexical items.
Ty the above examples 1t ls L..orefore resliised that
izolo cannot ‘participate in Subj&ctwr@lationship‘ the way

{dry porridge has been

trolo does, of. Wzole 1WA Twe nenalne A

vatan By fathex)



”

*irolo 1Ldllue nouhidbd (vasterday has been caten

by father).

"hen fzglo is transposed it does not constitute ‘entallment
o passive construction. This means that the action cannot

be brought to bear on fzolo whersas with deolo, it can. As

a modifier, the adjunct is both without concord and without
tense, and it amplifies the verbal piece in the sentence.

Many nouns whose initial vowal has been inflected have adjunck
function. The adiunct is, in the main, a secondary Lorm wi th

a few excepticns.

Svrnvootic Distritutrion of The Suli-aot, 2redicabc Saot

1.4.0 Having understood the connotation of the subject and
object, it can now be assumed thet there is priority of
sequence for tﬁ@se nouns,  The distribution is initially
considered belore passive transformation and any change of

) Al

: (primary word-order). It is alsc

i

word ovder have taken plac
considered afier the semantic relations of nouns to verbs have
been appreciated. It is only then when it may be szid that in

ordinary sequences, the agent iz usually the subioct and

occupies the first slob a.g. v 8 {the boy is going);

the patient is usually the object in a sentence which already

1
1
8]

has the agent and it occupies the seccond and the third

ci. primary and secondary obieets e.g. Unika frgdre Imali
{he gives the child monay). The predicste is centryel - . is

taken as the yardeuvlck.

L.4,1 In order to appreciate the centrality of the predicate

w.3250) where he tal

+

racourse couLad Le nadan o Lyons (1964,
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Gff fone-placoe’, fhwo-ploce’ and fthreo-splace ' verbs.  In
oraer to state adedquately Lhoe ordinary distrizucion of the

sulnject, predicate and object iLn the sontencs, it 15 desirable

Lo consider 'two-place’ veros Jirst.  Such verbs will have the

T
s
[

capacity of taking two nouns, namely the Lirst (subject) and

the second (object) e.g. Ub {(father hits ithe

boy)
where ubnabd is the noun of the first slot and dnfdpa that of
the second. Secondly, 'three-place’ verbs are considered.
These verlhs can coibine wiith three nouns, @.g.

dmamd Widnza ingane dnesi (mother feeds the baby sour milk),

where uUmamd is the noun of the first slot, iLngane of the

sagond and that of the third.

.42 Finmeily distctribution i1s exXaminea atter passive
trensformaticn and shifting of nouns have taken place (second-
Bry wWord-omds The subject and objecu{s) change about their
positions in & sentence. Scnetimes both the subject and

object are found before the predicate as in ubabd umfdna

n

toamshEva (*father, the boy he hits hiuw) and in other instancas

-
i

Svio uhal eoodms

(he 'Fathaer'’

after the predicate ag in dvans}

hits the boy). 7The nouns may be left out and only their

Y

concords used a.g. dvam va {(he hits him). When the subject

and obiject are transposed nashHive consLruction resulis. Thne
J » i

-

change of word crder may cause a changs in the form of the

-

predicate and e subject, and (Nis can result in a subject

4

taking up new function, cf. agentive identificative copulative.

Foous, D

1.5.0 When the ordinary distribation of subject-predicate-
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B

obZect is altered, the questicn of focus, definiteness and
ndefinatensss comes into the picture. Focus is used here Lo

indicate significant ivan ©o a particalar element

of & sentence. Huoh provinonce is normally achiesved by

" i)

2 numiker of lingulstg

&

Lfting the element to the fron
have treated 'foocus' but not alwavs in the same way. For the
purpeses of bhis Study we will concern curselves malnly with
chaﬁga of word order in a given sinnle sentence rather than
focus coupled with semantic presulpositcions that gilve rise

to a conplex senvencs, of.

(i) vmfdra dshdva inkomd (the boy hits a cow)

¥
Avwa -l

omd dst

nE (Che cow 18 hit by the boy)

(it is the cow which is hit

by the bovy)
Waile sentence (L) shows normal or ordinary distwyibution (ii)

has foous on Both (i) and (ii) &are simple sentences.

I

Senvenee (Lil; though having foous on vindk

O 2s the main clacse and

gentaened Consiscing of vinl

Y30 the dependent participial (reletive construcition)

clauza. Such copulative-reiative focus is comwmon when pro-

minenee is given to the subject, asz dahdiva fnkomd

(it is the boy who hits the cow) in

inkomd (*he boy hits a cow) where as a subioct ia

not &0 prominent since it ogcupies 1ts rightful plece. It

would appear tThav there iy some sense in stating that focus

and ddep structurs tie up since & sentence like nous

-

inkomd Ls a relative transformation of U

et and the obisct

Cien e
LinE G

hits a cow): some focus on 5 W Wvavishdva



Lot

o

Cow, &4 Doy strong

focus o dw

IThe commas Lo the sentencs ndiface DALLSSSE OF CAEUTas
wviiich are important in meny sentences which make uvee of focus

a5 will be sesn - later,

1.5.1 Definiteness does not necessarily coincide with focus.

This has been ¢learly distinguished by Louw (1953, 7.111):

definiter fulil informotion must be given so that

the phrase oF sentence will be clear and comnmlete
1- i

in giving & very definite idea of what is expressed

by the particu

In Pulu dofini

throuoh Lts long foomis) and concordi(s)., A definite noun, be

it the subject or obiect must have its concord in the D@L -

Sl

cate, .

(i boy is aitiing the

cow) wherxe the subject and the obiect ave definite. This

drstinguishes definiteness sharply from Focus.

ness of informatics

L.5.2 Indefiniteness Genokb
contained in the sentence. It is usually expressed by the short

form of the predicate, cmission of the concord or preprefix

in nouns and the emslovment of ki-concord cf.

Inkowed (the boy hivs a oow)

Conviag and holrsas

vidld)

In {4 Lwe inde-

Finite wore oL the mrepref.x.
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{aidi) ecause 1ts

Lhe ancove ex

v e sub

2, In certain v noun

may omit the initial vowel and beeons indeiinite though it
takes the 5C, of. Mpande's pralzcs:

Nl o

A

The 8¢ i~ indicates sane messure of indefiniteness. This
type of a concord i.e. the 50 consisting of o consopant of

fim {exte

the by in prefixes wilth nasals) and an invariable

vowel =2~ 18 commonly used in the oresent tense when the subiect

inste; 4in form thas concord is like the

(]

is5 somewhat inde

possessive concoxd, <.

nGvi livdsuhe is taking off)

ST e m e, . - . S S S S U . .
Gota dlengih, ipn that dho west werns 5C has long -o-, CLL

o LRRES L8 badang Saan o pmadna)

——n . - B N - . Fa . I s R 3
The oresent tense 5C with the vowel -k~ L5 COXMCoLyY used 1n

instances where ©he novn svi

Tuncticon iz without

he initial veowel. It iz for This reascon, we toalink, that

Ao T 2 [ R S PR S S e T e e
A1 il 48 adia L.-.n_\'.'.-\‘_‘-l....:;’ LGEenini le,

1.6.0 Soomiantoer of 8

Lhoannd on trancobivity haes beon cClven.

e definitions rol COPRAN Al
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Lo De o oa vaow et

vErs whose sction sEEes over £

. ERYor R L S e T
LYU::S_-. {‘ LE, ;w).fa_)[_); Ao aWETe Ol

suortconings connected with such understandin

o
i
ko

Since ha sSava:

Y

Thne traditiopal 'noticnal' wvosw of tran-

sicivitys ..

o
(i
ri
=0
o
)
En.
e
il
H
(]

2psed by che veron ‘pass over!

from the 'agent' (or ‘actor’') to the

V. The 13 no nead

sroprlatenass i the

- T
SR T

'motional® definition of transitivity in
»Uoof many English sentences,

Iven though some criticism may e levellad at the notional

egence of the two nouns 1.¢. the noun of
the Cirst slot {(subject) and that of the second slot (okjoct)

s oof gonsiderable importance in transitivity.  In Buluy,

the transicive predicate nas capacity of combining with the

noun in the first slot and thaet in the second e.g.

ldle Whibthonoo (mowher 1s fast asisen/is having a slieep)

{the bov Zs

The noun can have LtE concord in the predicate

e.qg. U eving a sleep),

hui not on the other hand

canneot reasonably be callsed agentlives. They are ratiher

m and have

riients d.e. the stote Lb Drowg

ot

affective reiasclonship (&

predicat .  Louaw (197., ©..07 2d out thav e nudnces

3 ooy fvoioe!

RS Ty "motive can o the fddalbiuv



of the verlr, Darbysahi P,ow.1o0) cefines diathesioc aas

[ S

e ho thoe verl,

T P T e T B [
sLaliionnsni oGk CILE BLLY

o T T A S
[alwl el axy &.A.A_J"'lg CLE Rl BULD _‘\;!C.‘L,.. 3o

target of actiwn.

Tha majcr diathe

taguive ' and the 'massive'.

in Zulu the ewvdnsions ol the predizate may express the

1.6.1 Under the diathesis of the verb the hehaviour of

a4
i

t may be mentioned here

transitivity 1s gulte co

as was oL Loved earliier, that the pa ia another crite-

rion of esstablishing transitivibty since it transposes the

suodaect and the object, What 1s more, causativity plays an

: e e L I T . . S )
LMpOrtant Yole in Lransitivity.

An Lnvraanslitive verh an activity or
condltion afifecting oniy one parkty. A tran-

sitive va

represents an action i passing
from one party to anothwr.

Prhoangditive vorb invelves cortoin realistic

e -

Ttieus.Mere 4 nebthing to show,apart Ivon

the nature ol bthe oo

Lgueli, di

Ml eoh LB e o

Whils entwistle's dil

ereptiation is mainly noticonal, Lycons

Nl into Gfons-place’ end 'iwo-

ace verbs well.d roughly

“onc Wil the so-cal.od lohorn and fransitive

Lo ring

vEr bha

=.188) sees a2 close



e
— A —
der ¥ian

link beltwsen intrvansitiviily and the passive and considers

-

intransitivity to 2 connected with the action or state
confined to the sphers of the origo.

Sandmann appears Lo have heen governed by surface structure

end ignored deep structure when aligning the intrasnsitive

ceenstruction with the passive one. In Fulu the neuter

exbtonsions may ¢give rise Lo intvensitivity, especially when

these are used with the concoxrd hu-, of. ivahaombdloa (one

could wailk)., This is more 8o because —VYa- itself has in-
transitivizing tendency when it is used without the OC e.g.

1

Uhald dvdshavae (father hits).

1.6.3 It way be copcludnd that predicates cannot catego-

rically be dichotomised into the transitive and intrans-

itive. In sentences like dnfdna wdpha fgaz! (the boy is

uma {20 50indl (the boy is bacoming

Lng 'blood') and m

courageous ), che action is confined to the noun in the first
position, yet the predicate is transitive. With causativity
tie agtlicon is no longer confined to the first noun but

transits to the second one, cf.

stops a cary). Though in recsnt

times called secondrvy object) h
gitivity, 1n this study it is excliuded since it does not throw
much Lig

it on toe problem of transitivity; the adjundt is

mainly descriptive in character.

1.7.0 The guestion of tense is one which poses some ~roblens



As a syntactic category tense indicates 'time relatlons' as
Lyons (1968, p.304) puts it. Doke (1981, p.162) diffar-
entiates five tenses in Zulu i.o. the present tense, the
immediate future, the remote future, the immediate pase, and
the remote past. It should be made clear, however, that there
i3 a difference between tense and time. Tense is a verb form
which may, but not necessarily so, indicate time i.e., tense is
suxface and time belongs to deep structure. This could be de-
menstrated by the following sentences:

{i,; ngirdmba ngonvédkd dzayvo (I am going next year)

{(1i) Dbengicéld dkudld (could I please have food)

(i) rnoihdmba is a present tense form but ngonydké dzavo

indicates a time in the future: bengicéla in (ii) has a form
of tha immediate past but indicates present time. This shows
that surfac: stiructure in tense concerns verb form and deep
structure concerns meaning. Ziervogel (1959, p.l134) notes the
aiffersnce haetween tense and time in his study of Ndebele in
the Lol owlng Way:

The tense is usually regarded as an

indication of time, of which, basically,

there are three: present, past and future.

In ¥d. this is only partially true, for

as in the case of moods, tenses are often

& formal expression of an action which is

not bhound with time.
In many grammars tenss is trested formally and the syntactic
category of tanse Ilnvolving meaning is neglected. In actual

Zuly speach it is often realised that the use of tense varies

with individuals and this shows that the verdb form is not wlways



bound with a particular time.

1.7.1 The predicate in zZuiu is found in different forms
according to different tenses of moods. Bradley defines
mood as:

A special form assumed by the verb in

order to make some special manner in which

that connection between a subdect and a

predicate which every verb implies is

viewed by the speaker. Cf. LIMI (1970, p.23).

However, a more comprehensive definition is given by the

Dictionary of Linguistics:

One of the wvariations employed in the

conjugation of a verb to express the manner

or form in which the action or state denoted

by the verb is performed or exists.
The residuum of both these definitions concerns the
‘special form op variation' of the verb and the 'manner' in
which it is used according to the demands of linguistic
situation. Doke has distinguished seven moods in Zulu but in
this study five mocds are mentioned, viz.the indicative, the
participial, the subjunctive, the imperative and the infini-
tive. The conventional treatment of moods in Zulu is itself
open to some investigation, but that falls beyond the scope

off this stuoy.

The Indicative

1.7.2 This is a primary meod becavse, all things being equal,



it states a fact. Some linguists call this mood, a Fact mood
and others call it a declaractive. Doke finds five tenses for
this mood: the present, the immediate future, the remote future,
the lmmediate past and the remote past., This mood has long

and short tense forms. The present tense long form often
indicates definiteness and may be accompanied by an OC if the
predicate combines with two nouns (two-place verbs) ..

umféna dvahdmba (the boy is going)

Unfdna uyavishdva (the boy hits it)

The present tense short form indicates indefiniteness and is
=

therefore always accompanied by the obiject or adjunct.

1.7.3 The immediate past i.e. the perfect conveys two dif-
ferent meaningss first, it signifies an action or state which
has been completed or a state resulting frem a completed

action e.g. udhambile (he has gone), Uldle (he is asleep).
Second, it signifies an action oxr state which has been going on
up to the immediate past as for the be- tenses e.g. Ubdhimba

(he has been going), ubehambilsz (he has been going then).

- mbel2ls (he has been asleep). The immediate past {(perfect)
is also marked by the long and the shert forms which indicate

definiteness and indefiniteness respactively e.g. dufdna

Uhams. e {the b6y has gone) and umfdna I vddwa (the boy has

gone by himself).

1.7.4 The past tense of the indicative has three formg cf.

{they were ¢going)

(1ii)} =z&bd zihdmba {(they wore going)




In (i) the short form of the past tense merely states what
happened whereas in (ii) the presence of the SC -zi- gives
definiteness to the subject. In {(iii) the long form is shown
by the auxiliary predicate -be- which indicates an action or
state that was happening rather than the action which happened.
It therefore gives definiteness to the predicate. In the

future tenses this -be- indicates the action or state that will
be happening rather than the one which will happen, cf. zohdmba

{(he will go) vs. Uzchd dhdrba (he will be going).

The Particinpial

1.7.5 The participial is linked with the indicative in the
formation of tenses., It, however, differs from it in that it
i8 predictable in its distributional patterns and thexe is
difference in tone. Some Bantu linguists doubt the existence
off this mood. Doke himself calls this wverb form, a mood in his

Text Boek of Zulu Grammar but in his Zulu Svnitax and Idiom, he

calls it a sub-mood as he says:
it is serxiously questionable
whether this is a mood at. a.il.
Cf. Doke (1955, p.l07).
Whatever the case may be, this verb form is different from

the indicative in its :selationship to the noun.

1.7.6 Though t " tenses of the participial may equal that of
the indicative i number, they do not have the same function as
those of the indicative. The participial nmust be preceded by
the indicalive or auxiliary predicate. When it is preceded wy
another predicate it indicates concomitant activity e.gq.

ziwa zivnikal{they fall getting up). In this instance it is




quite obvious that the so-called present tense indicates a
state in which the substantive finds itself:

miwa zivifka (they fall getting up)

ziwe zivika (they have fallen getting up)

zdwa ziwviika (they fell getting up)

zizowa ziwika (they will fall getting up)

ziydwa zivika (they will fall getting up)

Here the participial does not necessarily indicate simultaneous
action. The participial mood operates as a dependent clause.
It also functions as a gualificative when used with the rela-

tive concord e.g. abdntu &bdhdmba nidio bayakhulima (people

who always travel talk).

The Subtdunctive

1.7.7 in defining this mood, Ziervogel (1952, p.110) says:
The subjunctive mood denotes an aétimn
subordinate to or depending on a preceding
action mentioned, implied or understood ...

This mood 1s characterised by the ending
—2 in the present tense of the positive
conjugation. Only two bhasic tenses are
found in this mood: a present tense and a
narrative tense.

In talking about the tenses of this mood Doke (lgﬁl,'p.lBE)

says:

8o far only 01¢ subjunctive mood tense, the
presentwfutur@? is generally recognised;
but there are several,some of which differ
from indicative mood t¢enses in tone only.

There are, however, in this mood no



distinction of implication, and only in the

past, of manner.

1.7.8 The main significance of the subjunctive is to express
a wish or an aim, Under certain circumstances, however, it
may refer to some actual consecutive action or state e.q.

ngifiina dhambé (I would that he goes): wish or aim Jdvika agdzd

ddle (he wakes up, washes himself and goes): actual consecutive
action. When the subjunctive follows the indicative i.e. when
there is no explicit or implicit conjunctive or auxiliary

predicate it refers to actual consecutive action or state. 1In

nglifuna dhambé, the conjunctive ukudthi is jmplied whereas in

dwviika agdze, no conijunctive is implied,

1.7.9 The ogcurrence ©f the subjunctive clauses is very
predictable in the immediate constituent of complex sentences.

It is strictly preceded by ukithi, ukdze and ulkdba. It may

also be preceded by auxiliary predicates such as -mdne, -véle,

-simze, ~cishe, -pédle etc, in which case the clause of auxiliary

and subjunctive need not be dependent e.g. wacishe wahdmia (he

nearly went). In consecutive actions, the subjiunctive consti-
tutes ¢o-ordinate sentences i.e. a covert connection is expressed

by the subjunctive, cf. Gwvika agdze ddle. The subjunctive

clause may function independently when it is used hortatively:
Mas{nambé (Let us go) and in 'permissive interrogation': Sihambef
(Must we gof}

The Infinitive and Imperative

1.7.10 These moods are grouped together because they do not

ni.owve the geo. They have also limited tense. The infinitive
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has both the verbal and the nominal characteristics:

Verbal characteristics

(i) It can take the oC e.g. Ukwibdna kudinogekile (to see

him is necessary).

(ii} It can be extended e.g. Ukubdnwa kudingekile {(to be

seen 15 necessary).

(iii) It can take the negative formative -nga- e.g. dkuncgabdni

kurbi (not to see is bad).
{iv) It can be preceded by auxiliary predicate e.g. uphosg
vkulimdla (he was nearly hurt).

(v) It can take the future auxiliary e.g. ukdzossbénza kwikhe

kivaijabulisa (his coming to work is appreciated).'

(vi) It can take the reflexive formative -zi- e.g. dkuzibdna

Nominal characteristics

(1) It has the noun class prefix dku-.
{idi) It can take the subject function and as such take the 3¢

in the predicate e.g. ukuhdmba kuzZld Indidna (travelling

begets experience).

(iii) Tt can be qualified e.g. udkuhdmba dkunlé ndkhu (here is
smooth walking).
(iv) It can take the obiject funétion and as such take the 02 in

the predicate e.g. dyakutndnda wdkudldla (he likes playing).

1.7.11 The imperative is a form of address uﬂually.direct@d

to the second person e.g. Hémba, (go)! When the predicate

takes the object, the imperative assumes the terminative —g of °
the subjunctive and the 0C is used without any preceding SC e.g-

mshayeé dmfdna (hit the boy). Whon the imperative is directed

to the third person, the prefixa. [ormatives ma- and Ii- are



used with the subjunctive mood e.g. mazidle (let them eat),
The future of the imperative is usually expressed by -bo-

e.qg. Ubondmba (you will have to go).



CHAPTER TT

SOME SEMANTIC FEATURES EXIRESSING TEE SURJECT AND OBJECT

IN THE PREDTOATE

2,0.0 The focal point of the sentence is the predicate. In
most instances the predicate inciudes the subject and/or the
object through the concord system of Bantu languages. Not
only is the relationship between subject, predicate and object
expressed by concords, but there is also the guestion of
diatheses and sub~diatheses. Word order too, plays no minor

role in determining the semantic relations of nouns to verbs.

The Subﬁ@ct concord showing anaphoric class agreement and

degrees of subiject-predicate relationship

2.1.0 The subject concord (5C) is in many instances the indi-
cation of the suﬁject with which it is in restricted relationship.
Such a concord is a restricted one. There are, however, instan-
ces where the SC is unrestricted i.e. apparently not conforming
to the subject or subjects it represents. Note the following
instances:

(1) Jhdmba nddlo udbabd (father always goes).

(ii) lkuhdmba dbabid nidlo (there father goes always).

In (1) the ScC u- 15 restricted to the subject ybabd, while in
(ii) the 8¢ ki~ class 15 is not restricted to ubabd class l(a).
Dissimilar $Cs used with the same noun ubabd, cause different
nuances in (i) and (ii). In Zulu sentences rarely do we find a
' predicate without ﬁoncmrd. The predicate with the noun of the

first position is the favourite type, which noun is always



expressed in the predicate. It should be realised that if two
or more nouns of the first position i.e. conjoined subjects,

are used, concord agreement is much more involved.

The Concord for the conjoined subtects

2.1.1 When the predicate takes more than one subject, it
usually has some preferences about the concord to be used.
These preferences are determined by meaning. The ordering of

‘nouns and predicate has a role to play in these preferences.

2.1.2 The subject concord in Zulu is of prime importance in .
subject-predicate relationship. It is a surface manifestation
of a relation which obtains between the noun{s) of the first
position and the predicate. As a formative, the SC indicates
different relations. With reference to the concord for the
con joined subject, the relations may be:

(a) restricted or marked

(b} partialiy restricted or partially marked

(¢} unrestricted or unmarked

The restricted relation, as has been observed, abundantly

occurs with one subject or subjects belonging to the same class

(1) (2)
e.g. Obabd ndmamé bdyahdmba (fathers and mothers are going).

The concord may, however, deviate from its noun class and on

that basis still establish a restricted relation)cf.

(1) (2) (3)
dbabd pénsizwa nentémbazine bdvahdmba (father, the young man

and the girl are going). Here restriciion is based om human
vs. non-human: pa- 1s marked for human though they may belong
to different noun classes. The word ordex of the conjoined

subijects depends on the speaker, and does not affect the concorad



in this instance. Usually the subject which is placed first
indicates the more important and the one placed last,.

the less important. At times it is from the less important to
the more important. The order of importance may be determined
by social status, human vs. non—human, and animate vs. in-
animate. This order of importance does not play an important
role inimpromptu speech whereas in stylistic and deliberate

talk it does, and even more 50 in written work.

2.1.3 The predicate may prefer to attach the concord of the
more important subject only and other subijects are merely
appended wherein another important dimension crops up in sub-
ject-predicate relation:

(1) (2} (3)
dUyahdmba Jdbabid,nensizwa, nentdmbazidne (along goes father with

the young man and the girl). Here the concord starts the
sentence, and the main subject immediately follows the verb
form with -ya-. The focus is on the predicate. The concord
Y- is not solely marked for humans, anyway. However, when

it occurs with one subject it indicates restricted concord e.g.

Uyahdmba dbabd (father is going). When additional subjects

are adjoined then it is neutralised and becomes partially
(1) (2) (3)

restricted as in Jyahdmba dbabd, nenglizwa, nentimbazane

(along goes father with the young man and the girl). This type

of relation alzo occurs in different word ordexr, of.
(1) (2) (3)
dbabd dhdmba nensfzwa nentémbazéne (father goes with the young

man and the girl) in which case the main subject precedes the
verb form without -ya- while others follow this predicate.
Partial restriction is even clearer where non-human subjects

(1) (2) {3)
are included, cof. Indoda nentémbazane bdhdmba néhdshi (the man

and the maiden are going along with the horse) but



(1) (2) (3} (4)

fndoda nentombazéne néhdshi bahdmba néngdla (the man, the

majiden, and the horse are travelling with a c¢art). Here we
have a pleasant shift of priorities in word order occasioned,

firstly, by human vs. animal, secondly by animate vs. inanimate.

2.1.4 ‘The importance of focus and word order is well illus-
trated by the following sentences:

(i) Izinkdbi, nabdntu, zivdlima (the oxen as well as the

people are ploughing)

(ii) 2ilima pnabdntu, fzinkdbi (they ‘'the oxen' as well as the

people are ploughing)

(iii) abdntu, ndzinkabi, bayvdlima (the people, as well as the

oxen are ploughing)
(iv) abdntu balfma ngézinkibi (the people are using oxen in
ploughing) |
In (i) the concord zi~ agrees with Jzink&bi and this shows that
fzink8bi is the point of focus whereas nabdntu is usually s=aid
with pauses before and after to indicate that it is of relative-
ly léss importance. In (ii) the fodus is on the predicate.
Abdntu in (iii)} becomes the point of focus. Sentence (iv)}
throws scme light once more on the position of a noun and its

form on the one hémQﬁndﬁthe type of LSF established on the other:

balima ngdzinkibi presupposes that fzinkébi zivdlima. MHere
fzinkabi occurs as a subject but when the priority of the human
occurs against non-human, fzink8bi occurs post-verbally as an

adjunct {(gecondary form) of. abdntu baifma ngézinkibli where

ngdzinkibi is overtly an instrumental. Both abdntu and ngdézinkahi

are also assistive:; Vide Louw (1971, p.l12). In this instance
the assistive is bound up with comitative LSF. Cf. abdntu,

nézinkdbi, bayilima where the comitative implies the co-opera—

tive effort performed by both abdntu and fzipkabi.



2.1.5 It has been observed that conjoined subjects may occur
with pauses after them, cf. the first three sentences in the
above paragraph. The pauses are relative and depend on the
degree of fastness or slowness of speech. These pauses have
a béaring on prosodic syntax or what Dr Letele (1955, p.63)
calls 'syntax relation'. When he says:

Syntéx relation of words in a sentence is

indicated in various ways, such as: the

order of words in the sentence, the

concord agreement between words, the kind

~of inflectional elements occurring in words,

the occurrence of Lemgth, the Tone patterns in

which words occur and the kind of tonal

transition from one word to another,
the importance of juncture or pause as affecting prosodics is
clearly seen. Full length on the penult is a boundary marker
for a pause. The tonal feature may distinguish the concord
with regard to tense and mood e.g. compare the ba- concoxrd of
the indicative present with that of the remote past:

abéntu, nezinkibi, balima finsimu (the people as well as the

oxen are ploughing the field).

abdntu, nézink8bi, balima Insimu (the people as well as the

oxen ploughed the field)

The ba-/bda-/, whose length is markedly full, indicates the past,
the -Dnéyi:él gét‘lé; whose lengith is short indicates the
present. With regard to the conjoined subdects, the pause
usually indicates the presence of the main and minor subjects.

The main subject takes the S5C, in the predicate; the minor

doegs not and as such is indefinite e.g. dmamd, néngane, Wfikile

(mother as well as a baby has arrived). A pause may therefore



be the result of partially restricted congruence. In certain

orderings, however, focus may cause a pause @.g. fculo, umamd

dyalicdla (*thé song, mother sings it).

2.1.5 The ki- 3C occurring with conjoined subjects expresses
the third type of relation i.e. the unrestricted congruence.
The concord itself is completely neutral concerning the

conjoined subjects:

dmddoda ndzintdmbi ndzingdne kﬁyahdmba {(men, maidensand children

are walking)

urilotha nézipkunl namdlahié kuffkile (ash, wood and ¢oal have
Been broﬁght).

In the above sentences ba- can only be used with the first
sentence. However, ki- may be used with human, animate and
inanimate in any combination. It is therefore unrestricted

in ugage. Xi- iafaignificant in showing sentence types having
conjoined subijects:

{(a) Kihdmba Umfdna pentdmbazine (There go a boy and a girl).

Here the predicate iz the head of the sentence: the predicate
must take the 3C since it 1s not an imperative. The ki~
stabilises the predicate and brings it into line with the
linguistic canons of Nguni. The meaning of this concord is
neutral and typifies indefinite subject(s). In the above
example kxu- cannot be replaced by the SC ba-.

(b) uUmfdna nentdmbazane kudyahdmba (a boy and a girl are going).

Here ku- can be replaced by ba-. In this sentence construction,
it indicates derogation, <f. ukuptd, a derogatory form referring

to a human being. Hence some Zulus instead of saying uvnfdna

nentimbazine kdyahdmba, which iz of course a clumsy construc-

tion, would say Skuwdmfdna, nentOmbazine kidvahdmba (a boy and




a girl are going), a more regular form of despising. In this
sentence ki~ agrees with the derogatory prefix Sku- which

every noun in Zulu is capable of taking.

2.1.7 It has been observed that -ya- indicates definiteness
of the predicate. It can occur with the ku- §C in passive

construction as in kiyahdniwa (there is going) where the

predicate has both focus and definiteness whilst the subject
is both neutral and indefinite. However, this should not be

taken to mean that focus and definiteness always co-occur,

2.1.8 Ziervogel (1971, p. 373) associates the locative with
ki- and says:
In the South African languages the cuncords for
class ku- dominate all locatives.
Seeing that the locative is mainly a secondary form, there
is an overwhelming evidence that it is always expressed by an
indefinite ku- sSc, cf,

g¢sikéleni kuiya fngdne (*to school, a child goes )

phézulu  Jindfiza fny®ni (up above, flies a bhird)

This is in line with sentences such as

ggikéleni kimdkhaza (at school, it is cold)

phézulu kdyabdnda (up above is cold)

The Concord for the conjoined obijacts

2.2.0 This type of concord is not regular in Zulu, and linguists
have not paid much attention to it. The Zulu speakers usually
prefer passive construction while the OC indicates conjoined
nouns. Consider the following sentences:

(i) iIsalukd=zi, ndmfdna, nentombazane . Uyabashdva ubabd (*an

old woman, the boy and the girl, he hits them father i.e.



father hits them).

(ii) fzalukdzi, ndmfdna, nentdmbazine, bashdywa ngubibd (an

0ld woman, the boy and the girl are hit by father). Here
it is realised that the conjoined objects, like conjoined
subijects belong to different noun classes. In (i) the OC
-ba- refers to three nouns belonging to different classes. As
a concord it determines a rather rigid syntactic position of
the predicate. It would therefore be hypothetical to say:

*dyabashdya Ubabid Umfdna nentdmbazdne nésalukdzi. When the

predicate begins the sentence as in the above sentence, the

con joined nbjeéta are left out i.e. dyabaghdya dbabd (father

is hitting them).

2.2,1 Concerning conjoined objects it is more common to use
the ©C of the object next to the predicate, e.g.

vbabd iyasishdva Isalukdzi, ndmfidna nentbmbazéne {father hite

the old woman, the boy and the girl). This shows that the
OC is more restrxicted as a referent than the 8C is. Should
the OC of the object next to the predicate be used, then there
iz usually a pause between the object whoseOU is used and the
others that form a looger unit. Th@.OC indicates definiteness
in relation to the obdect. This ties in with the idea that
the object used first is uppermost in the mind of the speaker.
When no definiteness is implied the OC does not macuf and the
¢ short form of the predicate is used e.q.

babd ushdva Isalukdzi ndmféna nentombazdne (father hits an

old woman, a boy and a girl). Here there is no distinct pause

since no noun is made definite.

2.2.2 'The ~ki- 0OC is unmarked for class,cf. ki- 3C. The -li-



could refer to animate and inanimate alike e.q.

Isalukdzi ndmfdna nentémbazine, Uyalaishdva dbabd (*an old woman,

4 boy and a girxl, ‘'he, father, hits them' i.e. father hits them) .

Cf. ku- 8C indicating derogation. In fzitdlo namatdfula

nezicabha, dyakdthénga ubabg (*the chairs, tables and doora, he

buys them i.e. father buys them) -ki- refers to the inanimate

objects, therefore no derogation is implied,

The 1SFs pertaining to types of Subijects

2.3.0 The subjéct in this study is established as the sub-
stantive governing the predicate though the predicate conditions
that substantive. In particular, the subject has semantic
relational features which are determined by the predicate. The
concords are overt manifestation of noun-verb relations. There
are, however, covert relational features dominating the noun

as the subject i.e. LSFs.

(a) Agentive Causation

2.4.0 It has been indicated that the agentive and the instru-
mental suggest the cause of action. The agentive causation is

an ISF usually established by twe place verbs e.qg. umféna

dshdya Inkomd (the boy hits a cow), Ingane Iphdla fnkdmishi

(the child breaks a cup). In the first sentence thekboy causes
an action to happen i.e. of hitting. In the second, the child
causes the breaking of a cup. In both sentences the agentives

are animate and initiate the action. However, in dmovd dwvila

dymnyango (the wind opens the dooxr), the subject is inanimate
and is not clearly an instrumental. The noun dmoyd is therefore

assistive i.e. .the noun of the first slot assisting in the



action of the predicate. Zulu has also the overt formative of
causation usually attached to the simplex verb i.e. the extension
-is~ or -z- which helps establish the agentive causation LSF,

as in Ybabd dphumulisa/dphumiza Ingdne (father makes the child

rest). The causation extension (~is-/-g~) is capable of endowing

even the so-called 'intransitive verbs' with agentive causation.

(b) Instrumental Causation

2.5.0 There are nice distinctions in the hierarch} or ordering
of the ISFs. The agentive takes priority over the instrumental.
The instrumental which is marked on the surface immediately
implies the factive or the experiencer, cf.

Ubabd Ushdva umfdna ngénduku (father hits a boy with a stick)

The agentive dbabd has priority over ngénduku though they are
both bound by causation, ngénduku also presupposes the factive
to whom the action transits i.e. umfdna. The noun ubabd need
not always be agentive since the agentive has.no surface marker
when it has subject function i.e. it may be, fior instance,

babd dvdgula (father is ill) where iybabd is not agentive. When

the instrumental occurs in the slot of the subject indicating
causation, it is covert i.e., it has no surface marker, Induku

Iishédva Umfdna (a stick hits the boy). The instrumental co-

exists with surface marker when it occurs in the slot of the
adjunct. The latter is not necessarily the only ISF present
because the comitative accompanies here the agentive causation,

(i) fnduku Ishdva umfdna (the stick hits the boy)

(ii) dJdbabd Jdshdva uUmfdna ngénduku (father hits the boy with

a stick)

In (i) Induku is the instrumental subject where it is not



accompanied by the agentive, Though Induku is inanimate
it is skewed in the direction of the initiator of the action,

cf. Jdmmesé vsika Isinkwa {(the knife cuts bread) where dmmesd

is also such a covert instrumental. In {(ii) the animate

initiator of action, ubab#d shifts Induku to an adjunct position

where in its secondary form (ngdnduku) has instrumental '

comitative LSF. The instrumental need not always be inanimate,

cf. ymfdna tcdsha ngdbabid (the boy uses father in protecting
himself)

where ngdbabd is an animate instrumental.

(c) The Comitative and the Tdentificative

2.6.0 As it has already been illustrated, the instrumental
co—occurs with the comitative in certain relations. In the
main, the comitative as a subsidiary ISF is overtly expressed
by the connective na- e.gq.

vbabd némamé bdvasebénza (father and mother are working)

biyasebénza, dbabd ndmamé (they are working i.e. father and

mother),

In modern stylistic sentences, the connective na- is not used
with all conjoined subjects but it is used with the last
substantive. This is mainly the influence of foreign languages,

like English,cf. ubabd, umdlumd ndmfdwéthl bavasebdnza

(father, uncle and brother are working).
There is also another comnective in Zulu which associates

the expressed nominals with implied ones i.e. kwa- or kwasa-

e.g. kwasamuntu léwo, dyasebénza (even that person works)
Here the noun dmintuy is associated with the implied noun.

Since it is the initial word in the sentence it expresses focus.



In Uyasebdnza kwagamuntu léwo (even that person is working)

focus is on the predicate. The comitative of identification
is expressed by niénga- and gkwd- e.g.

Ingdne fciila niéngothishd (the child sings as a teacher)

Ingdne {khuluma Skdmléngu (the child talks as a white)

Here njéngothishd and gkdmlingu are not copulatives yet they

tdentify the preceding nouns. The reciprocal with the extension

~an-~ also establishes the comitative e.q.

ubabd nomamé bdyathanddna (father and mothexr are in love)

2.6.1 Though the connective and the instrumental do co-occur
in certain instances, the comitative par excellence indicates
the action done in concert by co-ordinated subjects whereas
the instrumental is in the main, manipulated and therefore an

inanimate nominal, cf. udbabd ndmamé bashdva umfdna ngdswazi

(father and mother hit a boy with a stick).

Here it is quite clear that the comitative and the instrumental
can be distinguished in certain instances. This is shown by

the fact that the comitative in the conjoined subjects cannot

be regarded as an instrumental though the instrumental ngbswazgi
does have a comitative nuance in the sense that it is associated

with an agentive (animate being) when manipulated,

2.6.2  However, nga- does not always express the instrumental
especially with one place predicates, cf.

vUbabd nomamé bdkhuluma ngdmfdna (father and mother are talking

about the boy)
Here ngémfdna is neither comitative nor instrumental but a
target of action. It is an inert post-verbal patient with a

certain locative shade of meaning i.e. ngdémfdna is the location



of the talking. When pgdswazi and ngdémfdna are compared, it
is realised that pgdswazi has pre-verbal association i.e. it is
associated with the subjects whereas ngémféna has only post-
verbal significance i.e., it is not associated with the subjects
in the execution of the action. This is fundamental in showing
that certain surface forms are not necessarily reserved for

particular LSFs cf.

dswazl Lishdya umfdna (the stick hits a boy) in Jbabid ndmamé

bashdva uimfdna ngdswazi, but not

*umfdna dkhuluma ibabd ndmamé (*the boy talks father and mother)

in udbabd pdmamé bdakhuluma nagdmfdna. 6swazi'having an instrumental

ISF 'occurs in the subject slot but ¥mfdna which is nen-instru-

mental cannot.

{(d) ‘The Identificativeﬁhgantive

2.7.0 The identificative-agentive is expressed in the passive
diathesis i.e. where the agent follows the predicate and

vhere it does not take the 5C in the predicate. In such a
construction the factive is the surface subiject and it takes
the 8C in the predicate. When the agentive occuxrs after the
predicate which has an extension 'H; or -iw-, it usually
expresses identificative-agentive but this obtains when the
factive features as the surface subject. Note the following:

(i) Ymfdna dshdywa ‘ubdbd (the boy is hit by the father)

{(ii) kudshdywa vbabd (there father i hit)

In (i) ‘ubfbd is a copulative énd has the identificative-
agentive LSF whereas in (ii) dbabd is a noun upon which
action is brought to bear i.e. it is a patient/factive noun.
The unrestricted concord ku- renders the surface subject

neutral. 7This neutrality is also established by the neuter



extension -ek-/ ~akal- as in:

kishayéka ybabd (there father is hit)

ubabsd dyashdyeka (father is hit)

2.7.1 The agentive ISF is brought about by the presence of
the predicate belonging to the causation class. It is therefore
¢lear that there could be identification without any agentive

relation as in the following examples:

Indoda ‘umfundisi (the man is a minister of religion)
indoda Ingufifundisi (the man 'he' is a minister of religion)

In the first example, _‘ufifindisi is morphologically free from

the preceding noun i.e. any noun can substitute Indoda in this
sentence. In the second sentence Indoda has a concord in

the copulative i.e. Indoda and Inguifiindisi are morphologically

bound. The first sentence is a response sentence whereas the

second one is a representational one. BRoth ‘urfifundisi and

Ingufifdndisi are identificative but they do not have an

agentive relation.

(e} The Patient-Affective

2.8.0 It is customary to associate the patient with the tradi-
tional object. But if the predicate is one place it prefers
-the patient as its subject. The patient can also be associated
with the affective when the noun in the first slot is affected
by the predicate which requires only one noun. In such an
example, it is possible to talk of a subject with covert af-
fective relationship.

Note the following sentences:

Inkomd ffile (the cow is dead)

vUbabhd dldle (fatber is asleep)

Incwadi Ivadayisa {the book is selling)



Here the nouns with the subject function are neither agentive
nor instrumental; they are patients of the predicate and have

the affective relation with it.

(f£) The Instrumental-Locative

2.9.0 In many instances the locative relationship is found
in the post-verbal positions in the slot of an adjunct, where
it is axpréssed by overt markers. Ziervogel (1971, p.371)
says:

The term locative in Bantu languages refers to

the fcrﬁs assumed by certain words to express a

place or locality. The term is used by Meinhof

in his discussion of certain class prefixes in

Ur-Bantu.
Ziervogel sees the locative in the 'forms' of words. However,
there are few instances where locative relation occurs with the
noun in the first position, Such“nouns are not locative them-
selves buﬁ they indicate leocative-instrumental LSF. Hence
they, iﬁ a sense, indicate the location of the event or thing:

indlu fqukeéthé abdntu (the house contains people)

Isitsha siphéthdé dkudld (the plate contains food)

dmggomd dgowélé dmanzi (the cistern is full of water)

The nouns in the firet slot are inanimate and have an instyu-

mental-locative 18P,

2.9.1 The applied form of the verb used with certain inanimate
nouns occupying the subiject position could also express

ingtrumental-locative LSF:

Igcekd lidlaldla fzingdne {children play on the vard)

fndlu fdléla abdntu (people eat in the house)



It is realised that the sentences as they stand cannot have
the OC in the short form of the present tense. The nouns
occupying the second slot are animate and have agentive re-
lation with the predicate. Doke (1961, p.l4l)} notices the
locative relationship expressed by the applied form:
The applied form, without an object expressed,
may imply 'location' orx the locative idea
generally. 1In this sense, descriptive possessive
construction is commonly used.
However, Doke does not see the applied form as a finite
verb in this inatance.

o ; - A Lo
ok e "J R L . BRI N A
The Ob-ect's Liaijizon Semantic Features

2.10.0 The object, as has béen seen with the subiject, is
related to the predicate in a special way which necessitates
the establishment of semantic relational features existing
between the object and the predicate. The distinction between .
the object and the adjunct is a delicate one since the object
may in shape and form look like the adjunct or vice versa.

The following sentence illustrates this point:

yboné dsukd ldnke (he saw for the whole day)

In this sentence, gﬁgggirefera to theléngtthOf time, the

day long i.e. it is an adjunct. But in the following sentence

the predicate can take the OC:

diluboné ludldla dsukyd lwayizolo (he saw the day of yesterday
lapsing)

ludlila Osuku lwayizolo is an obiect clause and is represented

by the OC -lu-. The importance of syntactic relations is

manifest in these examples.



(a) The Obdect with Instrumental LSF

2.11.0 When the object behaves as an instrument of the verb
it has instrumental LSF, a.dg.

dbabd dgibéld Iméto (father is travelling by car)

dbabd dshdya Induku (father fights with a stick)

In the first sentence Imdto is the instrument of carrying
whaereas in the second, induku is the instrument of hitting.
Both sentences can have entailment:

imoto Igitshélwe ngubébd (the car is ridden by father)

Induku ishdywa ngubdbd (how to fight with a stick is known

by father)
Such transposition of the subject and the object shows passive
construction. The predicate can also take the GC:

ubabd dyigibélé Imdto (father is travelling by car)

dbabd dvavishdva Induku (father fights with the stick)

The objects with instrumental ISF are not many in the language.

{b) The Object with Factive L&F

2.12.0 The object which has factive relationship with the
predicate indicates the substantive acting as the goal of the
predicate. The factive is a majoxr LSF concerning the object
but it may also be found with concomitant minor features i.e.
affective, receptive, directive, and conceptive, cf.

(i) Jbabd ddiliza Indlu {father is demolishing the house)

(ii) Jbabd wdkhid indlu (father is building the house)

(1ii) dbabd u¥bdéna Indlu (father sees the house)

(iv) ubabd u¥nika Indlu igima (father gives to a house a name)

In (i) Indlu is the factive with affective relation. In (ii)



it is the factive with the conceptive relation i.e, it is being
- conceived, This is also true of (i1ii) where indlu is conceived
as something that is in sight. In (iv) iIndlu has the receptive
or benefactive relation. The receptive is accompanied by the
directive nuance. The factive shows that the noun may have a
cluster of nuances, ¢f. (iv) where Indlu is the factive with

receptive, directive and affective nuances.

{(c) The Object with Locative LSF

2.13.0 The locative relation may be expressed by the sub-

- stantive in the second slot. A distinction should be drawn
once more between the locative form and the locative 1SF:

the locative LSF is not necessarily mapped on the locative
form since the noun in the second position can have a locative
relation with the predicate e.g.

(i) Jmfdna vbhdmba Isikéle (the boy goes to school)

(ii) dbabd ungéna Indlu (father enters a house)

(iii) dmanzi agcwéld umggbmo (water fills a cistern)

The noun fsikdle in (i) and Indlu in (ii) have locative-
directive relations with the predicate whereas Umaqgdmo in
(iii) has only the locative ISF. Santencea (i) and (ii) can
have entailment but (iii) cannot:

Isikdle sihdniwa ‘ufifdna (the school is attended by the boy)

Indlu ingénwa ‘ubabd (the house is entered by father)

Sentence (iii) illustrates the restraint of Zulu since it does
not allow the passive construction here. In certain usages
however, we do get the passive form of the verb-stem ~gcwdla
as in

umintu dgewdlwé ngamdnzi emadolwéni (the person is scared)

dmintu wigewalwa ngaménzi emadolwéni {the person was scared)




2.13.1 Doke (1961, p.306) comments on nouns occupying the
second position such as those found in sentences (i), (ii) and
(iidi) as follows:

Certain verbs in Zulu may take idiomatically

as objects nouns which one would expect to

be used adverbially, either as adverbs of

time or as locatives.,
The important point to observe here is that the locative
relation is distinct from the locative form. Though the noun
may have locative rElatimn.it is still the obdject, of. entail-
ment. It can also take the 0OC in the prediéate:

dmfdna dyasihdmba Isikdle (the boy goes to school)

dbabd dyavingépa Indlu (father entexs the house)

dmanzi dwugewdld umggéme (water £ills the cistern)

(d) The Ob4ect with Comitative ISP

2.14.0 The comitative has been dealt with above under the
subject. It is mainly connected with conjoined nouns whether
they be subjects or objects. It is also associated with the

overt instrumental. Here follow the examples of the objects

(factivea) with comitative relation.

(i) ybaba ushdya Isalukdzi némfina (father hits the old

woman and the boy)}

(ii) Amantémbazdne nabafdna bashdywa ngubdbd (girls and boys

are hit by father)

(iii) izipkdmé namahdshi, dyakulusa umfdna (cattle and horses

are locked after by the boy)

In (i) ndémfdna has factive-comitative relations. dmantémbazéne

nabafdna in (ii) have subject function with the passive predi-



cates nabaféné has factive-comitative relation. In (iii)
fzink&md and namahdshi are also objects with factive relations:
namahdshi is8 also comitative. The comitative LSF may also
co-occur with the locative one in conjoined obiects e.g.

umfdana dhdmba fsikdle nésonto (the boy goes to school and church)

where nésonto is an object with comitative-~locative ISFs.

2.15.0 Thus far it has been shown that the semantic features
are vital in the study of the sentence since the covert
connactions between verbs and nouns are established. It is
in this‘regard that TLouw (1971, p.25) says:

When a particular theoretical model is used

to study the system of a language one of the

main features which must be taken into account

is the marvellous flexibility of language

to express meaning of all possible shades. If

such a model cannot explain nuances of meaning

there must be some fault in its construction.
The study of E@manﬁic features endeavours to recognise the

form, the order and the meaning of words.



CHAPTER, ITI

TRANSTTIVITY

3.0.0 | By transitivity it is often understood the predicate
which takes an dbject. Such a predicate would therefore be a
two or three place verb. Transitivity concerns itself with
predicate-cbject relationship. In Bantu languages it was not
unt il 1968‘that Whifeley seriously observed that thqrﬂ are

_ various ;elatianahips between the verb and the object. His

| study related to Swahili. Whiteley (1968, p.l0) rightly cbaerved

that:

” verbs cannot usefully be classified in terms
of a transitive/intransitive distinction since
a4 very large number of verbs may be transitive
or intransitive depending, not on the type of
clause in which they occur but rather on the
particular subject-and-object relationships
which they subtend,

In Zulu cerxtain verbal extensions are useful in making other-
wise 'intransitive' predicates take obijects e.g.

dbabd dlambisa dmfdna (father makes the boy hungry)

There are also predicates without any extension, which take

only particular objects as in umfdna yldla Intombi (the boy

is having sex with a girl). In this study transitivity is

taken to have a wider compass than the mere consideration of
action thattransits to the noun in the second slot. It also
embraces the collocability of the predicate with the noun in

the second slot, e.g. Umintu Uma fsibindi (the person steels

himself) where the semantic significance of yma (he stands)



is not readily deduced from that of isibindi (courage) when

they are isolated. Hence uma Isibindi cannot be isolated.

What is more, in such a sentence Isibindi cannot be shifted
to the front in anyway since it cannot have the 0OC in the
predicate. In such a sentence there iz a high degree of
cohesion between.the predicate and the noun so that the noun

ig an obligatory complement.

3.0.1 The senténces above show that it is unnecessary to have
a dividing line between intransitive and transitive verbs. In

dmintu dfa Inhlizivo (a person gets discouraged) again iphliziyo

as an object cannot be isclated. Verbs can therefore usefully
be classified according to front-shifting of objects and the
possibility that they may be isolated, This in turn requires

the naming of these obijects as a matter of identification.

ITdentification of obdects in transitivity

©3.1.0  The object that cannot be shifted to the front, is
incapable of being isolated and it follows the short form of
the verb where it cannot have the OC, Such a fixed object is
therefore compulsory e.g.

dmfdna uvma fsibindi (the boy steels himself)

Indoda Iconga dmathé (the man is salivating)

The object (primary object) which may be shifted to the front
can be isolated and may also follow the short form of the
predicate. When it is shifted to the front it takes its QOC in
the predicate, and the OCrequires the long form. As long as
there is an OC, the object itself may either be left out or

inserted. Such an insertion means prominence of the ocbiject



i.e. a definite object. The object capable of being isolated
ig therefore optional e.g.

Unmameé dcdla fculo (mother sings a song)

¥ymfdna dshdya Inkomd (the boy hits a cow)

It should be noted that the term ‘optional' does not neces-
sarily mean the leaving out of the object without any change
in the form of the predicate. In anyway the predicate which
is not supported by the noun of the second position must be
in its long form. The shifting of an optional cbject is as
follows:

dmamé, fculo, dyalicula (mother sings the song)

fculo, dmamé dyalicdla (the song mother sings it)

fculo, dyalicdla umamé (*the song, she sings it, mother)

dyalicuila Umamé, fculo (*she sings it, mother, the song)

dmamé dvalicdla, fculo (mother sings the song}

The object may be left out if there is an OC e.g. dyalicdla
(she sings it). The object may also be shifted out of the
sentence i.e. there can be compulsory shifting out of the
object. Such an object is prohibited. Prohibition of the
object is mainly the result of the long form of the‘predicate
without the 0OC e.qg.

[

Umamé uydcula 'fculo' (mother sings a song)

dmfdna uydlusa 'fzinkdmdé' (the boy looks after cattle)
In both sentences fculo and fzinkdmé are prohibited as objects
and so the sentences are

dmamé uydcula (mother is singing)

umfdna uydlusa (the boy is herding)

Compulsoxry prohibition of the object gives rise to intransi-

tivity.



The Passive and Transitivity

3.2.0 One of the criteria of ascertaining transitivity is

the passive construction. There are different types of passive
constructiong; The LSFs whittle away any ambiguity there may be
between passive sentences i.e. the semantic relations play an
important role in disambiguating certain passive constructions,
Consider the following:

(1) Ainkom¢ Ishdywa ngubabi (the cow is hit by father)

(ii) Umfdna dddkwa ‘utshwalid (the boy is intoxicated by beer)

{iii) dmamé uthdndiswa inyama (mother has a craving for meat)

In (i) the passive is followed by the copulative-identificative
agentive which is the cause of action. In (ii) the passive is
followed by the agentive-instrumental identificative which is

also a copulative, cf. dtshwdla biddka Umfdna (beer intoxicates

the boy). In (iii) the passive is followed by the factive
object i.e. Inyvama is not a copulative identificative at all,

hence | Udmamé¢ has agentive relation.

3.2.1 On these grounds the passive may be divided into
dlffarent categories; the categories show different cmmblnatlans
of the passive form of the predicate with the subject and the
object. It should be noted, however, that the passive is not

always marked on the surface as will be seen below.

Category A

3.3.0 Herxe the 'logical' object (factive) precedes the passive
form; it agrees with the passive form because the SC gives it a
surface subject function. The 'logical' subject (agentive)

follows the passive form of the predicate where it does not



take any concord:

inkomé ishdywa ngubdbid (the cow is hit by father)

dmfdna ubdénwa ngumintu (the boy is seen by a person)

dbabd Jhldtshwa yvinkémd (father is gored by a cow)

Category B

3.4.0 1In this category the noun which precedes the passive
form is taken to be the factive and the noun copulative which
follows it to be assistive because it is also involved in the
causation of the action. The predicates in this category are
more or less always found in their passive form:

Ubabd udkhdlwa yviNkosi (father believes in the Lord)

umfdna vddkwa ‘utshwald (the boy is intoxicated by beer)

Iingdne Ikhdéhlwa vigidma (the child forgets the name)

With regard to -khdélwa (helieve) and -khohlwd (forget) the

'active' forms are hardly extant, cf, *iNkdsi Ivakhdia and

*igamd 1livdkhéhla. Instead the neuter form is preferred:

INk&sf {vakholédka {(the Lord is believed)

fgamd livakhohleka (the name is forgotten)

With —dakwd, the form ~dakd is still extant, of.

Utshwald bivddaka (beer intoxicates)

Catedgory C

3.5.0 Here the passive form of the predicate is no longer
followed by the copulative but by the noun:

{i) tbabd Ykhdlwa INksSsl (father believes in the Lord)

(ii) ingdne fkhéhlwa Igimd (the child forgets the name }

(iii) Jmamé€ dthandiswa Invama (mother craves for meat)




The subjects in (i), (ii) and (iii) have agentive relation.
The object in (i) has locative relation whereas those in (ii)
and (iii) have factive relation. Note the 0Cz of these
objects in the long form of the predicate:

Ubab4 dyayikhdélwa INkési (father believes in the Lord)

Iingdne Ivalikhdhlwa fgimd (the c¢hild forgets the name)

Umame dyavithandfswa fnyama (mother has a craving for meat)

The word order here is not fixed, of.

INkdai, dyayikhdélwa dbabd (in the Lord father believes)

Uyayikhélwa INkdsI, dbabd (he believes in the Lord father)

dbabd, INkdsl, udyvayvikhdlwa (*father in the Lord believes)

Category D

3.6.0 Wwhen the unrestricted SC ku- is used with the passivé“

form the factive noun or the noun with the locative LSF follows
that passive form. The ég@ntive noun is an indefinite neutral

gaubject. The word order is fixed:

kishdywa Inkomd (there a cow is hit)

kubdnwa dbabd (there father is seen)

kidkholwa INkédsi {(there the lLord is believed)

In the last sentence, INkdsf has the locative ISP, of,

kikholwa éNkosini (there is believed in the Lord)

Category E

3.7.0 This category differs from all others in that the
predicate is, in form, not a passive, The predicate is
nevertheless followed by the copulative. Syntactically and

semantically it is akin to Category A:



Ybabd \khathéld ‘umsébénzi (father iz exhausted by work)

ibaba dfa °{ndlala (father is afflicted by hunger)

abdntu bdphelile yimpf(people are finished off by war)

Category E makes the passive to be divided into two:

(a) The overt passive

3.8.0 This passive has an external marker -w- as in

Ybabd dkhathazwélufsdbdnzi (father is exhausted by work)

dbabd dbuldwa -Indlala (father is afflicted by hunger)

(b) The covert passive

3,9.0 Here there is no passive formation:

dbabd dkhathélé umsébénzi (father is exhausted by work)

Ubabd ﬁfa;indlala,(father is afflicted by hunger)

There is no significant difference in meaning between overt
passive and the covert one. Notwithstanding similarity in
meaning, the overt passive has a galient agentive LSF whereas
the covert passive has a copulative merely as an appendage i.e.

it is more or less in parenthesis, cf. dbabd vdkhath#€lé (father

is exhausted) where there is no immediate expectation of the

source of the action, and idbabd dkhathaziwe where the source ox

agent is clearly expected.

Different tvpes of obijects established in various transitive

structures

3.10.0 Objects are important in showing a variety of transi-
tive structures. The predicate selects a certain object and in
so doing establishes a transitive structure which may be dis-

tinguished from others. The distinction lies both in syntactic



(cf. compulsory, optional and prohibited objects) and semantic
(cf, factive, instrumental, locative, complementary etc.)
criteria. The syntactic criteria also involve the capacity or
incapacity of an object to be shifted to the front whilst the
semantic criteria also distinguish between a definite object
from an indefinite one. The definite vs. indefinite is mainly

identified morphologically though the difference is semantic.

Type I (a)

3,11.0 This is a favourite transitive structure where the
object can be isolated i.e. it can be shifted about in the
sentence. In the main, the object has factive ISF:

Umfdna Ubdna Inkomd (the boy sees a cow)

Ubabd Ushdva Ingane (father hits a child)

dmintu thdtha inkdémishi (the person takes a cup) When the

object concord is used together with the object, the object
iteelf adds fuller information and for that mattexr it is

definite e.g. umfdna fyayishdya Inkom¢ (the boy is hitting the

cow) where Inkomd is definite because it is used together with
its OC, Since inkémé may be left out of the sentence it is an
optional object. At this level of analysis, the object's
capacity of being isolated is easily discerned. The object's
freedom of shifting endows the sentence with flexibility of
word order e.q.

Inkomé, umfdna dyayibdna (*the cow, the boy sees)

Uyayibéna uymfdna, Inkomé (he sees the cow - the boy)

Ymfdna, Inkomo, uvayibdna {wthe boy, the cow he sees it)

{nkomd dyayibdna, dmfdna (*the cow, he sees it, -the boy )

The noun,or the predicate at the head of the sentence is given

prominence or focus.



Type I (b)

3.12.0 This transitivity has an object which is cognate with "
the predicate. The object may be isolated as that of 1 (a).
It can therefore be shifted to the front and can take the 0OC
in the predicate:

umfdna dphipha fphupha {the boy dreams a dream)

fzingdne zidldla umdlalc (children play a play)

ibafdna bacuila Icule (boys sing a song)

The objects are here par exellence optional. Note also how
the presence of the OC releases the sentence from its rigidity:

Umfdna dyaliphipha Iphupho (the boy dreams a dream)

dmfdna, Iphupho, dyaliphipha {(*the boy, the dream, he dreams it)

fphupho, Umfdna dyaliphidpha (*the dream, the boy dreams it)

The objects above do not add new information in the sentence;
they are simply complementary. The predicates above may, how-
ever, be used with specific objects which have factive LSF and

in such a case they belong to I (a) e.g.

izingdne zidldla Ibhdla (children play football)

3.12.) uUnder Type I (b) there is also an occurrence of an
object which is predictable from the type of verb used e.g.

\ibabd dhdmba Indiela (father makes a journey)

umfana yldla yhdthonge (*the boy sleeps a sleep)

Umamé Uxdxa Indaba (mother narrates a story)

Type I (c)

3.13.0 This type is slightly distinguished from I(b) where
there are cognate objects. Cognate objects are mainly imper-

sonal nouns preceded by the predicates from which they are



derived. I (c¢) has complementary infinitive preceded by the
indicative of the same predicate i.e. the same predicate is
used in the indicative as well as in the infinitive e.q.

ybabd dhdmba dkuhdmba (father is indeed going)

vdmamdé dthile dkuthila kwafdthi {(mother is silent forever i.e.

dead)

ingane Igfila ukugula {the child is indeed ill)

™is type of complementary infinitive serves to emphasise the
pogitive predicate and results in what may be called absolute
positive. It i used mainly if there has been some doubt

about the veracity of the action or state and has an emphatic
force. This emphatic force has a meaning more oy less like

that of the adjunct fmpéla or ngémpéla (indeed, really). The
infinitive kind of object does not take the 0OC. Tt has therefore
the significance of an adijunct. Care should be taken to dis-
tinguish between the complementary infinitive and nouns per se

as in

vbabd ddla udkudld (father eats food)

umféna wéhla dkwéhla (the boy goes down a slope)

Here dkudld and dkwéhla are cognate objects appreciably co-
inciding with those of I(b) since .they can take the 0Cs and
could be shifted to the front,.

At times ambiguity arizses as to whether such forms as

dkufinda, dkuthdnda and Jkuhléba are complementary infinitives

or pure objects in the following sentences:

dmfdna dfunda dkufunda (the boy really reads/the boy learns

how to read)

Umfdna vthdnda dkuthdnda (the boy really loves/the boy likes

loving)

ymfdna vdhldba vkuhléba (the boy really back-bites /the boy

scandalises back-biting)}



Cf. also dbabd udla vkudld (father really eats/father eats food)

Ubabd wehla Jkwdhla (father really goes down a slope/

father goes down a slope)
Such an ambiguity could be solved by context. What is more,
when the word is understood as a pure noun it can be expressed
by the ocand can change word order e.q.

Ubabd ddla dkudld (father eats food)

dkudld dvakudla wubabd {father is eating food)

dyakddla dkudid dbabd (*he is eating it food, father)

This cannot happen with the complementary infinitive.

3.13.2 The complementary infinitive may have the negative
predicate and this results in absolute negation. The negative
form consists of the formative na- preplaced to the infinitive:
the -a- of pa- and the u~ of uku- coalesce if a stronger ne-
gation is intended but if a milder absolute negation is
intended, the u- of uku- is elided, cf.

Ubabd akahdmbi nokuhdmba (indeed father does not even go) but

ubabd akahdmbi nakuhdmba (father does not even go)

Another possible way of absolute negation in Zulu is:

Ubabd akahdmbi ngisho dkuhdmba (father does not even go)

Umfdna akahldki ngisheo ukdhleka (the boy does not even laugh)

~With the absclute negative the word order is not as fixed as
that of the positive, cf.

nakuhdmba akahdmbi udbaba (in connection with going father does

not even. go)
nakuhleka akahléki umfdna (in connection with laughing the boy

does not even laugh)



Ziervogel (1952, p.lB8B) regards the infinitive of the absolute
negation as a noun andihe attaches the meaning ot “haveto

~ng= in the negatives

b !

i to express a future negation, the noun
following na- being the verb infinitiwve:

(k)anginakuvala (I shall not close)

{klangizsénakuvala (I shall no longex clmsa)

However, he does not comment on the absolute negation congisting

of the predicate and complementary infinitive as in kanginikuvala

nakuvala (I shall not even close). It is to be pointed Qut.here
that both the absclute positive and absolute negation use a
kind of complementary object whose relation to the predicate

is allied to that of an adijunct.

Type 11

3,14.0 Certain verbs may, in secondary word order, have a
noun which usually occupies the first slot shifted to the
second slot and the cone in the second slot shifted to the first
alot. The noun which has been shifted to the {irst slot takes
the 85C:

dmggfmo dgowdla dménzi (the cistern gets filled with water)

fnsimi: dmila amazdmbane (the field grows potatoes)

fsftsha sihlézi impikang (the dish has a fly sitting. on it)

The first two sentences can have 0OCs in the predicate:

dmggdme dvawagewdla émﬁnzi {the cistern gets f£illed with water)

Iinsimu iyawémila amazambane (the field grows potatoes)

It must be noticed that the 0Cs do not indicate the nouns upon
which verbs are bfmught to bear but they indicate the nouns
filling the second slot, Transposition of the pre-verbal noun

and the post-verbal one occurs as follows:



dmanzi agewdla dmagqOmo (water fills the cistern)

amazdmbane amila Insfimu (potatoes grow in the field)

The nounsg in the first position i.e. 4dmanzi and amazdmbane are
subjects with assistive relationship and those in the second
position are objects with locative relationship. Normally
these objects can have their OCs in the predicate:

dmanzi dvawugewdla umggdmo_ (water fills up the cistern)

amazdmbane dyvayimila Insimu (potatoes grow in the field)

The objects having locative relationship (ecovert) may be mappead
on the overt locative as follows:

dmanzi agewdld dmggonyéni (water fills up the cistern)

amazdmbane amila énsimini (potatoes grow in the field)

+Such overt locatives acquire the status of the adjunct,

3.14.1 With reference to isitsha sfhlézi Impikané, the ante-

cedent noun has the subject function though it has the locative
ILSF. The noun in the second slot cannot take the 0OC in this
word order. Animate against inanimate is a point of conside-
ration here because it is the fly which does the sitting i.e.
the initiator of causation, and not the dish. When Isitsha
and {mptkané are transposed, focus falls on Impdkané which is
agentive and there is syntactic and morphological change in
Isftsha i.e. it becomes a locative addunct:

Impikané {hlézi &sftsheni (the fly is sitting on the dish)

Since the agentive has priority over the locative in word

order, the last sentence shows primary word order.

Type TIT

3.15.0 Under this type there are two varieties of the noun in

the second slot viz. (a) the noun with the pre-prefix and (b) .



the noun without the pre-prefix, These varieties are mainly

distinguished by the LSFs.

(a) The noun with the pre-prefix

3.15.1 The sentence with a noun in the second slot, which

can neither change word order nor take the OC in the predicate
has a fixed complementary noun. There is great cohesion
between this fixed noun and the predicate and this eliminates
flexibility. The fixed noun is a complementary object of the
predicate:

umfdna vgina fdolo (the boy stiffens the knee i.e. the boy

gets courage)

dbabd dhldla fzithdntd (father acts there and then)

dmintu dfa inhliziyvo (the person gets discouraged)

' The nouns in the first position are assistive and those in the
second have a complemenﬁary relation with the predicate. Since
these sentences aré stylised iﬁiﬂm& word order is rigorously

- fixed. It should be observed, notwithstanding, that the

sentence with the OC, as Ubabd dmhldla Izithéntéy(father acts on

him there and then) is possible. The 0OC -m- may represent
dmintu {a person) di.e. Umintu could be the factive, It should

also be realised that ~hlala (sit) does not regularly combine

with the factive object. However, cf. dmfdna uUngihldla éNkésini

(the boy reports me to the chief).

() The noun without the pre-prefix

3.15.2 The nouns without a pre-~prefix are indefinite. 'This
shows that the initial vowels of nouns have some measure of

definitenessa. The initial vowel endows the noun with a partie-



cularised meaning, cf. von Staden (1973, p.177). The nouns
shorn of the initial wvowel cohere with the predicate in such a
way that there is no need for the 0C, They differ from those
of (a) in that they can have factive relation:

Ubabd Jdshdva ngdne, ntombl mfdna (father hits a child, a girl

and a boy)

IzintSmbi 4zibdni nsizwa (ladies do not see any man)

dthishd Jddabula nowaijdna dyiffcayd (the teacher tears any little

letter he comes across)
The first sentence has factive objects which are preceded by
the predicate. These cobjects may also be preceded by the
absolute pronoun of the second person singular:

Ubabd dshdya wéna ngdne, wéna ntombl, wéna mfana (father hits a

baby, a girl and boy)
The second sentence shows absolute negation. In such negation
the object cannot take the 0OC. Such a noun cannot be shifted
to the front. The nouns nsizwa and ncwaiana have factive re-

lation.

3.15.3 Since Type III is marked by incapacity of the nouns in
the second slot being shifted to the front, there is no occurrence

of passive construction. These nouns cannot be isolated.

Type IV

3.16.0 This type refers to the primary objects and secondary
objects of the single predicate, i.e. three place verbs. The
noun occurring'in the second slot readily takes the 0OC and is
therefore referred to as the primary object. The noun occurring

in the third slot is the secondary obiject and does not readily



take the 0OC, The sequence of the primary and secondary objects
is not fixed: the woment there is an 0C the primary object may
precede the secondary object or vice versa:

Ubabd dnika vmfdna fmall (father gives the boy money)

dthishd Jthdma dmfdna Incwadf (the teacher sends the boy for a
| letter)

The noun umfdna in both sentences is the primary obiject and

can take the 0oC in the predicate, cf.

Ubabd dyamnika dmfdna imali (father is giving the boy money)

dthishd Jdyamthima dmfdna Incwadi (the teacher is sending the

boy for a letter
The nouns Imall and Incwadl are secondary objects and they

cannot take the OCs in the predicate.

3.16,1 In the sentences above, the primary object udmfdna in
(i) has a rxeceptive relation and in (ii) it has a directive
relation. In these sentences fmali and incwadi are in factive

relation with the predicate.

3.16.2 The division of the primary and secondary objects in

non-g¢xtended predicates is based mainly on the animate versus

inanimate, cf. sentences abhove. The animate has priority over
‘the inanimate i.e. priority of sequence and verb control. It

may happen that both the primary and the secondary objects are
animate as in:

dbabd unlka dmfdna Jdfingane (father gives the boy a friend)
In such instances, the object next to the predicate without the

0C is the primary one. The presence of the 0C releases the

rigidity- of the sequence of primary and secondary objects, cf.
dbabd dyamnika dmfdna, fmalf (father is giving the boy money)

dbabd dyamnika fmalf, dmfdng (father is giving money to the boy)
fmall, Jdvamnika ybab#d dmfdna (*money, father gives to the boy)




Umfdna dyamnika Jdbabd, fmalf (*the boy, father gives him money)
The obiject which comes first is given prominence or focus. The
last sentence in the above examples is ambiguous because it can
also be understood as (the boy is giving father money). This
ambiguity is mainly brought about by the fact that Jbabd and
umfana have similar OCe, Here it is the context of utterance
which is important. It must be noted that the primary and
sacondary objects may be separated by the predicate. It should
also be observed that the secondary object is eXtranuclear i.e.
it £ills the slot of an adjunct: this is partly shown by the
fact that it has no concord. According to function then the

secondary cob{ect is on a par with the adjunct.

3.16.3 The last remark is even made clearer when the primary
and secondary objects refer to one and the same noun e.q.

Umfdna ushdya Inydkd ikhinda (the boy hits the snake on the head)

The noun Inydkd is the primary object whereas Ikhénda is the
secondary one. The noun Ikhdnda can easily be made an adjunct:

Umfdna ushdya Invdkd ékhanda (the boy hits the snake on the head)

The noun ikhi&nda has therefore the locative LSF as shown by its
overt locative counterpart, dékhapda. This indicates that the
primary and secondary objects do not necessarily have the same

I5Ps, cf, dbabd vnfka Umfdna fmall where Umfdna has the factive-

receptive LSF whereas fmali has the factive-conceptive LSF. It
is obwious then that with the three place predicates the noun
of the second position differs in its relation to the predicate
from that of the third position while the noun of the first

position differs from both.



Transitivity occurring within verbal extensions

3.17.0 Thus far we have been dealing with transitivity of a
simple predicate i.e. the predicate without extensions. Exten~
sions can play an important role in establishing objects. Only
those extensions which are of importance with regard to objects
will be considered here. These extensions are those with the

main significance of:

(i) Causative
(ii) Applicative/Applied

{(iii) Weuter

(i) The Causative

3.18.0 Causative extensions play an important role in transiti-
vity. This is more so because they ¢an make the non-verbal word
take an object or at least the non-verbal becomes verbal. The
vausative 18 mainly realised by thé extension ~is- though we
also find ~eg-, -z~ and -s-. It should be noted that there are
predicates with causative implication but which do not have the
gausative extension at all. Even though these predicates have
no overt markers for the causative, they are covertly causative,
and have a measure of ergativity, vide Anderson {1971, p.66)

for ergative subjects. In Zulu such causdatives have not yet been
thoroughly studied, cof,.

InkdsI Iviva amdbuthd (the chief is mobilising the regiments) vs.

amdbuthd aydviva {(regiments are mobilising)

Hlwandlé lucnibha dmagdgasi (the sea is making waves) vs.

dmagdgasi aydgubha (the waves are raging)

In this study we are not concerned with such predicates but with

those which have extensions. The causative extensions may be



attached to some of the words which are not verbs as shown
below!:

(i) The noun dmanzi (water): umamé dmanzisa Ingubo (mother

dampens the frock)

(ii) The interdective khwibi (of scaring): Jmamé dkhwibiza

fzinkdkhu (mother is scaring the fowls away)

(i1i) The ideophone mbo (of covering): Ubabid umbdza Tkhénda

(father is covering the head)

The above examples show how significant the causative extensions
are in transitivity. When attached to the verb, the causative
extension may bring about the following phenomena:
(a) The non~transitive predicate bkecoming transitive
(b} The semi-transitive predicate becoming full-fledged

" transitive
(¢} The two place predicate becoming three place predicate

i.e. the mno-transitive becoming ditransitive.

(a} The non-transitive becoming transitive

3,.19.0 Some predicates do not take objects in their usage:
however, such one place predicates may take a wide range of
obijects if they are used with the causative extension, cf.

Ybabd uydgula (father is ill)

indoda ivagiva (the man iz doing a war dance)

Ingdne Iyakhila {(the child is growing)

These may become transitive in the following way:

1sifé sfqulisa dbabd (disease causes father to be ill)

“émabuthd agiyisa fndoda (regiments make the man dance)

dkudld kukhulisa ingane (food causes the child to grow)




Then there is the possibility of the object taking the 0C:
whenever there is an OC, the object can be shifted to the front:

Isifd sivamgulisa ubabéd (disease causes father to be 111)

dbabd, sivamgulisa fsifd (father suffers from illness)

It cannot be doubted that these obijects tie in with those of
Type I. Tt should be observed that the non-transitive predicates
may be used semi-transitively, cf.

dbabd uqula dmzimba wéhnke (*father is ill in the whole body)

ingdne fkhila fzinwéle (tha child is growing hair )

(b) 1The semi-transitive becoming complete transitive

3.20.0 When the predicate has a very limited choice of obijects
and when the object/complement cannot have its OC in the pre-
dicate we usually have gquasi-transitivity or semi-transitivity,
The semi-transitive predicates are mainly those with Type III
objacté. In this type there are predicates such as -gina,
(strengthemn ) -md (stand) and -hldla (sit). As it was obéervad
these verb stems may take special objects, of.

imfdna tigina fdolo (the boy is getting courage)

dbabd dma Isibindi (father becomes courageous)

dbabd dhldla Izithontd (father acts there and then)

Though they are transitive in so far as they are collocated with
certain nouns in the second position, they are semi~transitive
when considered against those predicates which have a wide choice
of obijects like those in Type If{a) and (b). When the causative
extension ~is~ is attached to the verbs in Type III, they become
fully transitive and have a wide choice of objects e.q.

Umfédna udginisa Iingdne (the boy is strengthening the c¢hild)

vbabd uginisa Indlu {(father is strengthening the house)



dbabd dginisa izfgxobd (father is strengthening the poles)

In Type I(b) there are such examples as

Ubabd dhdmba indlela (father makes a journey)

Umfdna Wldla dbithongo (the boy has a sleep)

Intombf fhldka Insini (the girl gives a 1augh)

When these predicates are used with causative extensions they
can take a wide range of objects e.yg.

iibabd tthambiza fngdne (father causes a child to go)

vbabd Jdhambisa fnkomd (father causes the cow to go)

vYbabd dhambi=a Imdto {(father causes the car to move)

The causative extension confers a status of full-fleged
transitivity to predicates which have a restricted cholce of

- objects,

(c) The moneo~transitive becoming ditransitive

3.21.0 When the predicate which already has a wide choice of
objects takes the causative extension, it becomes three place
i.e. it.can take two objects. This is apart from these predi-
cates which take two objects though they have no extensions.
Taking verb stems like -funda (read), -dla (eat) and -shaya
{hit), the following tranéitivity'is possible:

dmfdna Jfundisa dbabd fncwadl (the boy makes father read the

book )

Umané ddlisa Ingdne dkudld (mother makes the child eat food)

Umfina dshayiza ubabid inkomd (the boy halps_ﬁéther hit the cow)
Such transitivity coincides with Type IVﬂ;hjectS where there
are primary and secondary objects. Though it is not customary,
it is acceptable that the three nouns i.e. the subject, the
primary object and the secondary object stand together before -

the predicate where the primarxy object must of necessity take



the 0OC e.g.

dbabd, umfdna incwadi, vvamfundisa (father teaches the boy a book)

Commonly, however, two nouns are placed before the predicate
and one succeeds it e.q.

dbabd , dmfdna dyamfundiza Incwadl (father teaches the boy a book)

Conversely, the predicate is placed first, the subject and ch-
jects following it:

dyamfundisa incwadi ydbabd dmfdna (*he, father, is teaching him

the book, the boy)

dmfundisa Incwadf udbabd dmfdna (*he, father, is teaching him the

book, the boy)
It will be realised that here we have been concerned with
syntactic importance of the causative rather than its semantic
importance. Semantically the causative shape may have more than
one meaning. In their doctoral theses, Cantrell (Xhosa) and
Wilkes {(Z2ulu) have shown the semantic aignificance of these

extensions.

(1i) The Applied

3.22.0 The applied extension -gl- is syntactically and semanti-

& ally important in transitivity. In eentences like
* dmfdna dkhulumgla dbabd (the boy talks for father)

dmamé dgebenzdld fzingdne {(mother works for children)

abdntu basebenzéla Imali (people work for money)

g.it is realised that the last one, is semantically different

- from the first two. While the objects of the first two may be
understood as 'on behalf of', the last one is understood as
'in order to'. The three objects are in factive-directive

relation. The objects can be shifted to the front and there

ig flexibkility of word order e.g.

dmféna dkhulumdls vbabsd (the boy speaks for father)



dmfdpa dyvamkhuldmeld dbabd (the boy is sﬁeaking for father)

dyvamkhulimeld dbabd Umfdna (*he, father, is speaking for the

boy )
Wmfdna, ubabd dyamkhuluim&la (the boy is speaking for father)

dbabd, dmfdna dvamkhuliméla (the boy is speaking for father)

3.22.1 With certain verbs, the extension ~gl- causes the
predicate to be three place e.qg.

Umfdna dfundéld dbabd fncwadl (the boy reads a book for father)

The noun ubabid is the primary object and can take the 0OC whereas
Incewad!f is the secondary object. The nouns have different

L8Fs; Incwadf has the factive relation whereas ubabd has the
factive-directive relation. The primary object in most cases
has this directive nuance when it occurs with the applied. The
directive nuance indicates that the action is directed to some
goal or noun. Such a relation often illustrates an object
which has no "change of state", cf. Anderson (1971, p.64). Wote

that the extension -el- may have the meaning of.continuity

" ‘when the predicate is followed by the adjunct fithi e.g.

dmdntu Jdkhuluméla fHiithi (the person talks Continuously)

(ii.1i) 'The Neuter

3:23.0 Traditionally the neuter is taken to be intransitive,

It is, hawever,dpossible that the neuter takes an object; it may
be collocated with the noun occurring in the second position.
Collocation is usually shown by limited flexibility of the object
and the object does not take the 0C. The following sentences
show how the extensions ~ek—- and -akal- take objects:

Ymfdna dshayéka fkhénda (the boy gets hit on the head)

EN



dbabd dbonakdld ubusd (father's face is visible)

kithandékd {nyama (meat is likeable)

Such transitivity occurs in two circumstances:

(a) when the part of the whole is taken as an object

(b) when the unrestricted concord ku- is used with the neuter
extension

In the first two sentences fxhédnda is the 'head' of the boy

whereas ybusdé is the 'face' of the father. In the last example

Inyama is the 'logical'object of the neuter predicate with ku- ScC.

The nouns jkhdnda and ubusd have factive-locative LSF whereas

the nouns in the first position i.e. Umf&na and Ubabd are

simply factives. The noun Invama has also factive ISF.

3.23,1 The nouns occurring after the neuter extensions cannot
take the 0Cs though in rare cases they can be shifted to the
front e.qg.

umfdna ushayéka ikhdnda (the boy gets hit on the head)

ikhanda, JdYmfdna ﬁyaﬁhéveka (*on the head the boy gets hit)

This, however, does not apply when the unrestricted concord ku-
'is used. When the long form of the neuter is used, it usually
indicates potentiality or possibility, cf.

fkbanda, Umfdna udvashdyeka (the boy can be hit on the head)

In kdthandéka fnyama, we have a classic example of neutrality

of the subject. Here neutrality is brought about by both the

unrestricted concord ku~ and extension -gk-.

3.23.2 F#From the above analysis of transitivity, it is seen that
the relation between the predicate and the obiject is based on

morphological; syntactic and semantic phenomena. Morphology has



shown that nouns whose prefixes have been inflected cannot take
the OC: such nouns sometimes take the adjunct function. Certain
verbal extensions may bring about transitivity where otherwise

it could not have taken place. The long form of the present
tense which has no oc forbids the occurrence of an vbject whereas
the short form demands the occurrence of an adjunct or object.
Syntactically transitivity refers to two or three place verbs.
The paBSivé is important in word order. The OC releases the
object so that it can be shifted to the front. Semantic re-
.lation of the verb and the object is expressed by ISFs, Dif-
ferent shades of meaning are expressed when the object is shifted
to the front, ¢f. focus. The occurrence of both the object and
its OC makes that object definite. Lastly, it should be pointed
out that there are no exclusively transitive and intransitive
verbs. Some verbs have a wider choice of objects while others

have a limited choice.
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CHAPRTETR iv

THE ADJUNCT

Ehe Nature of the Adiunct in Zulu

4.0.0 It has been obgerved above that the term 'adjunct' is used
in this study instead of the adverbial éf adverb., The adjunct
may be viewed from three angles viz. functionally, semantically
and ormally. Functionally the adjunct complements a predicate:
semantically it describes a predicate. It may also happen that
the adjunct complements or describes a qgualificative or another
adjunct. Formally the adjunct is in the main, & nominal without
concord or agreement. The formal definition of an adjunct suggests
that it is mainly a gecondaryform szince a aecondar§ form or in-
flected substantive cann0£ take the concord. However, the formal
view leaves some adjuncts out of the picture e.g. minié (now) g
k_and fzolo (yvesterday).

4.0.1 Some adjuncts are favoured with two forms. The chénge of

form does not change .its function or relationship to the predicate:

. Gmfana Gvéla kude / ékddeni (the boy is from afar)

tmamé wishayd éngilu / éngilwini (mother hit the hip)

Gmféna ﬁva kibo / kwidbo (the boy goes home)

Impéla / empéleni dyvaijabila umfdna (Indeed, happy is the boy)

Other rarer forms such as ékhandéni,lékhayéni and &mnvingweni

do exist with a shift in meaning from that of their counter-—
parts without locative suffixes:

fmdntu dshdya dmfdna ékhanda (the person hits a boy on the head)

“but . Umintu dhléli ékhandéni {the person is deceiving):; this is

usually found in the formg: ugékhandéni or fsdkhandéni.

GUmféna tiyva ékhava lakhé(the ooy is going home) but

ibhubési liva ékhayéni idlo (the lion goes to its den), where

&khayéni refers to a home ofian animal.
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Umfana Glungldza dmnyingo (the boy peeps in the deor) but

Gmféana tvéla émnyingweni wézdlimo (the boy hails from the
Ministry/Department of Agriculture)

Two variations of tone ¢an be used in the locative of  ikhinda

{a head) and ikhiva (home)f e.g. &khanda / ékhanda and &khava /
ékhava ‘
4.0.2 Primary forms of adjuncts‘arm relatively few. These ad~
juncts cannot further be analysed into formatives. The following
are some 0f these adjuncts: nd, phd, nini, bao:

umfina dfdnani név (wha£ is the boy loocking for?)

udlalélanl phé? (why are you playing then?)

fihdmba ninf? (when are you going?)

Qmamd wéfika, bés (mother came, for surel)

The relationship of thesze adjuncts to the predicate is not to be
sought in their form but in their function and their substituta-
bility with other adjuncts post-verbally. They are adjuncts par
excellence because they are primary forms syntactically governed by
the predicate. Question adjuncts form a very close unit with
the predicate.
4.0.3 The ideophone may, to a certain extent, be regarded és an
adjunct. There are some conflicting views regarding the syntac-
tic stature of the ideophone. Prof,-G. Fortune, Prof. C. Doke,
D. Fivaz and D. Kunene have written on the ideophone. Doke {1961,
- p.225) who is thought to be the first to use the term 'ideophone'
in Bantu languages puts the ideophone and adverb under the de-
ﬁcriptiva;‘ He defines it as follows:
The ideophone is a word, often onomatopoelic, which
describes a predicate in respect to manner, colour
sound or action.
It is not clear why Doke says it ‘describes the predicate in re-

spect to colour' because in a sentence like dnmféana dggoké Ihémbe
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élimhlophé gwa(a boy is wearing a snow white shirt) qwa does

not describe the predicate but the relative. The ideophone is
not limited to the predicate. Ziervogel (1952 p.l60) places the
ideophmne-in the‘status of adjuncts:
Ideophones which are in fact adverbs may be classified
according to the number of syllables. |
It should be pointed out that the ideophone may have adjunct
function butlnmt_always.
Fortune (1971 p.237) says:
. the ideophone was found, nevertheless, to be analogous
to the verb, and thia analogy was found to be useful
in distinguishing speech styles characterised respec-
tively by presence of verbs and ideophones.
In this respect Fortune is in agreement with Kunene (1965 p.20)
who says:
The main thesis put forward here is that the ideoPthe.
is a dramatisation of action‘and statess and the con-
clusion is that the two predicative types must be re-
cognised for the Bantu languages viz. the ‘narrative’
and the dramatic.
This is an important observation though it cannot be accepted in
its entirety since dramatisation and narration are placed on a
par. Function has a big role to play in such marginal words.
It is difficult to conceive of the ideophone as a verb because
it has no tenses, no conjugation and cannot forxrm the simple sen-
tence by the mere addition of3C . What appears to be important
in this study are different degrees of description. The ideo-
phone is mostly a dramatic descriptive i.e. intensifier adjunct
whereas other adijuncts are ordinary descriptives.
4.0.4 The adjunct is an open class i.e. some other parts of
speech may function as adjuncts. The adijective and the relative

may be aligned with the nounsg in that they can be found in ad-
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junct position, In Zulu there are also deverbative ideophones
i.e. ideophones derived from the roots of the verbs, e.g.

wamshéya shavivané(he actually hit him)

dmfina uhléka hlekivand (the boy is actually laughing)

inja iyalvma lumivané {the dog actually bites)

The verb root suffixes ~ivand to form such ideophones. These
ideophones only intensify the action or state of the verb.
4.0.5 There is a number of formatives used in the construction

of secondary adjuncts. These are nga-, niénga-, na-, ku-, Xuna-,

and bu~. The formative bu- also places some few verbs in the
position of adjuncts e.q.

Grmfina v¥dla bumé (the boy eats standing up)

Ubabd vkhulvma bildla (father talks lying down)

vumamé tmtshelé bdthule (mother told him being guiet)

There are also prefixal vowel formatives used in the formation
of locatives i.e. &- and 6~ e.g. dsikéleni (at school) Skhalwéni
(in the veld). The prefixal vowel formatives are usually accom-
panied by relevant suffixes. There are also formative adjuncts
referred to as enclities which have a fixed position after the
verb: hémba-ke (go then), himba bo (S0 go)! hédmba nie (just go),
Uhambaze (He t;avels naked). It is evident that the adjunct has

a variety of forms due to its being an open syntactic category.

Syntactic relationg of adijuncts

4.1.0 In most grammars adjuncts which are adverblals are clagsi-
fied according to their meaning and formation. Cole (1955
p.340) says:
It is most convenient, for practical purposes to
classify Tswana adverbs into three main categories:
(a) Locative Adverbs, mainly indicating place:
(b) Temporal Adverbs, indicating time;
(¢} Manner Adverbs, with a number of sub-divisions

according to method of formation.
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Doke (1961 p.23l) classifies them according te their method of
formation:
{l) Locatives formed from substantives
(2) Adverbs of manner derived from other parts of speech
by the use of the adverbial formatives ka-., na-~,

kuna-, nga-, nijenga-, nganga-, kwa-

(3) Nouns, either full or shorn of initial vowel.
(4) Miéc@llanemus adverbs.
In this study adjuncts will be examined according to their rela-
tion to the predicate. This would involve the examination of the
positions the adjuncts can take in the gentence. There are
- three syntactic relations of adjuncts: |

(a) Adjuncts with a fixed position i.e. occcurring only
after the prédicate.

(b) Adjuncts with a partially fixed position i.e.
occurring after the predicate but also before it
on a limited scale.

{¢) Adjuncts with a flexible position i.e. adjuncts
ocourring after and before the predicate, with

considerable freedom.

(a) Adjuncts with a fixed position after the predicate.

_4.2.0 These adjuncts always occur after the predicate. They are
mainly primary adjuncts though there are also secondary ones.
Bome ideophones hsve a fixed position alter the predicate o.g.

{mvila {na dli (the rain rains pouringly)

Intombl fhlézi dekle (the girl is sitting down:flatly')

{ibaba wafbamba nggl (father caught him tightly)

A few other ideophones have a fixed position before the predicate

e.g. kwithi dukuduku wafika {within no time, he arrived)

phathaphatha ngihambile, wingildndela (no socner had I left

than he followed me )
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Though in this study we are concerned with the ideophone co-
occurring with the predicate, it must be borne in mind that the
ideophone may have other functions as well. Two other important
- functions are mentioned here:

(i) Predicative function of the idecophone

Here the ideophone co=-occurs with the noun which is usually
shorn of its initial vowel. 1In this instance, the ideophone
is the 'dramatisation' of the perceived action or event. cf,
Kunene (1865, p.20). It may also replace its cognate verb,
Cf. Horton (1945 p.l52).

Note the following examples:

maijdzana ntad (of overcoats being flown in the air i.e. when a

person wearing an overceat is running, the bottom of an overcoat
is blown)

gingutshana klebhu {clothes ripped)

The ideophone ntgd may be preceded by the auxiliary verb -thi as

in amijazana &thi ntd whereas klebhu may succeed its cognate pre-

dicate as in izingutshana zadabuka klebhu.

(ii) Interdjective function of the ideophone

Correspondence between the ideophone and the interjective is
often observed in tone, stresz and length. Moreover the ideo=-
phone may have interjective function. This usually occurs when
it is onomatopecic e.g.

pé, sasuka isitimela (there whistles the train as it pulls off)

bham, vawa phinsi Invéni (off goes the bullet and the bird falls)

Here it should be noted that there is a pause after the ideg-
phonest what follows the ideophone iz actually an independent
sentence.

4.2.1 The enclitic adjuncts cannot be shifted to the front e.gq.

Gbaba dyahdmba nije (father is just going)

umféna dyahdnba-ké (the boy is going then)

umamé Uyahdmba bo (mother is indeed going)
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ingdne Ihdmbazé(the child is going naked)

-ke and -ze cannot be separated from the predicate whereas pie

and bo can:

dyahdmba vdmintu nijé (the person ig just going)

Gyahamba tmintu bo! (the person is indeed going)!

The gquestion adjuncts cannot be shifted to the front:

whémba nin{ dmuntu? (when is a person going?)

dhdmpaphi dmintu? (where is a person going?)

vfunani? (what does he want?)

bavdphila n3? (how are they?)

4.2.2 The noticeable feature of these fixed adjuncts is that
they do not have the so-called adverbial formatives. Van Eeden
(1956 p-@@O) remarks on such adjuncts as follows:
Drar is egter ook n geringe getal adverbia wat nie 'n
adverbiale of m ander formatlef bevat nie, altans nie
ean waarvan die gebruik noemenswaardig of die funksie
duidelik is nie.
Van Eeden ig here referring to primary adverbs. He does not
include the ideophone under adverbs, as he says: |
Die klassifikasie van die ideofoon saam met die adver-
bium as behorende tot dieselfde hoofwoordscort, die
deskriptief, berus dus nie op besonder sterk grond nie;
trouens dit is enigins geforseerd. Cf. (p.483)
This remark appears to be etiose when consideration is given to
the adjunct as an open syntactic category. It has been observed
that the nominals (including adjectives and relatives) and verbals
could be adjuncts depending on their function in relation to the
predicate. The slot of an adjunct may be filladlin by many and
varied forms, the ideophone being one of them. This hierarchy
showg fluidity which is not uncommon in syntax.
4.2.3 Some secondary adjuncts have a fixed position after the

predicate just like primary ones. This is, however, common with
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certain expressions a.g.

uminty dthatha ngdzwani (the person steals 1it. a person

takes by toes).

umféna athitha ngamdwala (the boy rushes 1it. the boy takes

by rush)

Impiza {zwiwa ngbthf (there are many pecple lit. the pot is

tasted by a stick)
The adjuncts which show posgitional relationships do not change
position:

umfdna Udla bumé (the boy eats standing up)

ubabd ugwdza bikhomé (father stabs at close quarters)

Ingdne . fdla buldld (the baby eats lying down)

Deverbative ideophones are alsgo fixed:

Bmfana dhléka hlekiyvané {the boy actually laughs)

Inda Ivalﬁha lumivané (the dog actually bites)

Ubabd wimbanba bambivané (father actually caught him)

(b} Adiuncts with a partially fixed position

4.3.0 Adjuncts which are not always found in a fixed position
but which, in certain instances, ¢an be shifted to the front are
referred to as partially fixed. 8uch adjuncts are, in the main,
secondary. The type of an adjunct which follows the passive
predicate algo falls under partially fixed adjuncts. The
following show how partially fixed adjuncts operate:

(i) tdmféna dkhuldma ngdve (the boy is talking about him)

(ii) iIpkomd iIshdywa ngumfédna (the cow is hit by the boy)

(iii) Gbabi dshdva uUmfdna ngdénduku (father hits the boy with a

atick)

(iv) Ainkaldnkala fhdmba lukeké (the crab moves sideways)

In the first sentence ngdye can shift to the front position:

ngaye Umfdna vyakhuluma {about him the boy talks)

Such shifting to the front is not so common in the language.



Commoner forms are:

ngéJésu sivosindiswa (through Christ we shall be saved)

ngamehle sivabdna {with eves, we see)

Evidently the predicate used determines the nature of front-
shifting in partially fixed position.
4.3.1. In (ii} the identificative copulaiive nouif dna could be

shifted bhut this occurs in rare circumstances as in

nquﬁféna, Iydshaywa Inkomd {(by the boy, the cow is hit) where‘th@

question ighdywa ngubani Inkomd? (bj whom is the cow hit ?)is
answered. However, this is a rather stiltea sentence where the
speaker or writer deliberately wants to bring focus on the copu-
lative. Usually when this‘oc&urs, preference is given to the
relative construction:

nguffdna dshiva fnkomd (it is a boy who hits a cow)

In sentence (iii) the shifting of ngéndiku is not as inflexible
ag it is with the first two sentences:

ngéndiky Gbabd Ushiva Umféna (with the stick father hits a boy)

ngéndiku dshdva Unfédna, dhabd (with the stick he 'father'
hits a hoy)
‘Here focus is brought to bear on the instrumental adjunct
ngéndiaku. With lukekdé (éid@ways) shifting is not so free though
in stilted sentence form it is acceptable to say:

1ukeké, fvahdmba Inkaldnkala (sideways the crab moves)

4.3.2 From the foregoing adijuncts it is observed that they stand
between fixed and flexible ones. The predicate used is also
important since with one predicate shifting is easily effected
while with the other this is not the case. Compare the following:

umfina Uthénga ngemili (the boy buys with money) and

Omfana Gdldla ngémill (the boy plays with money i.e. he wastegs
' menay)

$hifting occurs smoothly with ngemili where the predicate is

(ithénga:
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ngemalf, umféna dvathdnged # with money, the bhoy buys)

Gmféna, ngemdif, dvathénga (the boy buys with money)

With the predicate Gdldla shifting is not as smooth, cf.

ngemali, udmfdna dyadldla (%noney, the boy wastes)

Partially fixed adjuncts are mainlngonnected with adverbial
formatives such as nga-, ka-, kuna-, ma-, nijenga-, na-. But

form does not aiways guarantee the nature of shifting. Fused
stems with pha- such as phanzi (down), phézulu (up) have also

partially fixed position. c<f. phinsi sihlemi/sihlezi phansi

(we are sitting down). This does not apply when the concord

Xu— is used.

(c) Adijuncts with a flexible vosition.

4.4.0 Adjuncts which may occupy any position in the sentence

are regarded as having a flexible position. There is quite a
number of such adjuncts in the language. They are an admixture
of primary and secondary forms. Flexible primary forms are

nidlo (always), bélu (by the way), futhi (again), bdla (of course)
Cf. bélu and nidlo:

Gbabid dyambéna bélu (father sees him, by the way)

bélu Uvambdna vdbabd (by the way. father sees him)

uyambéna bélu dBabd (father sees him, by the way)

Ubabd ushidya dmfdna nidlo (father hits the boy always)

Ubabd Gshéya njdlo dmfina (father hits always, the boy)

ubabi niidlo ushdyva Umfdna (father always hits the boy)

nijalo Ubabid dshiva dmfdna (Always father hits the boy)

Secondary forms such as pémbéla (of course, indeed)., ngempéla
(really), mahlavéni (unawares, surreptitiously), kadéni (of
course) are flexible in the sentence, cf. mahlayéni and kadéni:

Gbabd dlimdza @mfdna mahlavéni (father injures the boy

unawares)
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vbabd Umlimdza mahlavénl Umfdna (father injures, unawares,

the boy)

Ubabd mahlavéni dlimdzs dmfdna (father, unawares, injures the

boy)

mablavéni dbabd Glimdza dmfina (unawares father injures the

boy)
Note, also kadéniz

umfana Uldsa fzinkomd kadéni (the boy looks after cattle, of

course)

umfana uyvaziliss kaddni fzinkémd (the boy looks after cattle,

of gourse)

Unfdna kadéni dlusa fzinkémd {the boy, of course, looks after

cattle)

kadénl Gmfina dlusa fzinkdéud (of course, the boy looks after

cattle)
4+4.1 In mogt instances the locative is flexible. Compare the
locative forms commencing in ku- :

vinfana Gvéla kude (the boy comes from afar)

dmfana dcéla intombi kude (the boy negotiates marriage with
a girl far away)
In the first sentence kucde is fixed whereas in the second it is
flexible:

Umfdna vvicéla kude intombi (the boy negotiates marriage with

a girl far away)

kude Umféna deéla/dvavicéla intombl (far away, a boy negotiates

marriage with the girl}
This is also the case with kdzcna (to them):

umfana Ggondsd kizona (the boy is going towards them)

Umfana Ghénga kidzond (the hoy gives thanks to them)

Kizond used with verb-sten —gongd, has a stable position whereas

the one used with -honga is flexible:

tmfdna kizond uydbonga (the boy, to them, gives thanks)
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kGzond Umfdna uydbonga (te them, the boy givesg thanks)

4.4.2 Most locatives with noun-stems have prefixsl vowel forma-
tives, the root and the suffix e.g. &sikdleni (at school),

gsihldhleni (on the tree), &khalwéni (at the veld), émbotshdéni

{(in the hole). At times, the root which is mostly a constant
may be affected by sound mutation as in fmbobhd (a hole) -

eémbotshéni (in the hole). These locatives are also flexible

in word order in many instances, e.g.

umfana ufinda &sikdleni (the boy learns at achool).

umféana ésikolend dvafinda (the boy lears at school).

ésikéleni vmfdna dvafinda (at schoel, the boy learns).

Then there are those locatives which do not have the suffix
though having the initial locative vowel e.g. ékhaya (at home),
émsame (around the corner of the inside of a house). &uch
locatives are also flexible.

4.4.3 It is possible to have more than one word forming an
adjunct i.e. a word group of adjuncts in the sentence. In such
a group., seguential priority of individual words may be con-
sidered. Note the following:

&ddize kwékhava (near home)

émuvd kwabdntu (behind people} where the adjunct is followed

by a form having the locative concord ku- which gives rise to
a possessive., Such a word group consists of an adijunct and a
possessive in which case the adjunct precedes the possessive

form. But when two or more adjuncts form a word group, word

¢ i

order is not fixed, ¢f. ménié émsebenzini (now 'at' work):

umfana ufika manie édmsebenzini (the boy has just come to work)

urifdna emsebenzini Ufika minjé (the boy hag Jjust come to work)}

émgebenzini Ufika minid dmféna (to work, the boy has just come)

manié Gfika dmzebenzini vmféina (now, the boy has come to work}

Here there is an individual interchange of adjuncts and the

question of focus comes clearly to the fore.,



4.4.4 The divisgion of adjuncts intoe fixed, partially fixed and
flexible po;itions is not watertight. An adjunct may be fixed
with one predicate and the same adjunct may be flexible with
another predicate. The shifting of an adjunct is important with
regard to focus. At times front-shifting of adjuncts is important
with regard toe the meaning of the sentence as a whole rather

than mere focus on a particular adjunct, cf.

Grifdna dvéla ékhava (the boy gomes from home} vs.

ékhaya uyivela dmfdna (the boy does go home) where the long

form of the present tense has an added significance of meaning.
Note also the difference in meaning between

Gmfdna usebdénza &G3Li (the boy works in Johannesburg) and

&GSli Yvasebdneza Vmfdna (in Johanneskburg, the boy is working),

where the latter sentence has an added shade of meaning: the boy
has not heen working at some other place but is now working in
Johannesburg ©or the boy is actually doing a good piece of job in
Johannesburg. Notlce should also be taken of the affinity
between the adjunct and conjunctive e.g. f£uthi (again)and lépha
{here). The front-shifting of these can alter the meaning of

the sentence, cf.

tmfana dhambile Ffithi (the boy has gone again) and

futhi dmfina vhamblile (what i1s more, the boy has gone).

In the first sentence fithl is adverblal whereas in the second
one futhi is conijunctive in nature, hence the difference in

meaning between the two sentences.

Pfedicate—Adﬁunat Semantic Relations

4.5.0 It has been observed in Chapter Il above how important the
L5Fs are in predicate~noun relations. The adjunct, as a secondary
word category, manifests some of the relations that exist in
primary noun forms. However, it must be clear that there is

surface reiation as shown by surface form and semantic relation
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not shown in surface form. Such a contrast may be put this way:
the form assumed by a word vs. the meaning inherent in the form,

Cf., thamba Imini/émini (he goes during day time) where though

énini has a locative form denctes temporal relation. On the
level of semantic relation adjuncts are divided into:

(a) Overt adiuncts - Adjuncts marked on the surface i.e. those

having external markers such as gsikoleni (at school), dkusdéni

(in the morning). kibdntu {to the people) . niéngobiba (as the

father). These adijuncts have secondary forms, the adjunct itself
being mainly a derived word category.

(b) Covert adjuncts - Adjuncts which are not marked on the

surface e.g. izolo (yesterday)., fmpéla (really) mihld {(daily),
fathi (again), ninf (when), njdlo(always}, minjg (now), ldpha
( here) . kXheoné{there,. at that place).

{(a) Overt Adjuncts

4.6.0 Under overt adjuncts there are instrumentals, locatives
and derived forms having prefixal formatives such as nijénga-,
na-. kina-.

{i) The Instrumental

4.7.0 The instrumental has formal distinctive features as well
' as semantic features. As an adjunct, the instrumental is shown
by the external markexr ngé as in

Ghabd Ushaya dmfidna ngéndiku (father hits the boy with a stick)

dmfiéna ubhidla ngépéni (the boy writes with a pencil)

inia Ilvma noamdzinyo (the dog bites with teeth) .

In these sentences the instrumental form co-exists with
instrumental LSF. There are instances where the adjunct
formative nga=- does not indicate instrumental LSF. This forma-
+ion has also the locative and factive LEFs, Cf.

ababa vouila ngdkhinda (father is suffering from headache/ .

father is mad}
Here ngékhinda has locative LSF since it denotes the location

of the event i.e. Ubabi tognla dkhanda. But in sentences Like
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Ubabhd Ukhulima ngdmfdna (father is talking about the boy)

{zingane sifinda ngezimbalil {children learn about flowers)

ngdémfana and ngezlimball are factive directive. The noun

Amfana featuring as ngdmfdna is the fact talked about., likewise

with ngezimbali. This shows that the factive does not always

colncide with traditional object since such an object 1s capablé
of taking the OC. Another LSFs which could be contained in nga-

is the comitative and temporal, cf, Ubabd dehdva dmfdna ngdnduku

where the instrumental ngéndiku has comitative LSFs. But in

wahémba ngokidshéna kwélanga (he went at sun set) ngokushdna

indicates time.

(ii) The Locative

4.8.0 The locative has also formal distinctive features i.e.
there are external or surface markers for the locative. Notwith-
standing, the locative form does not always coincide with loca-
tive LSF. The following are locative forms having locative LSF:

Umfana Uyva ékhava (the boy is going home)

fzingdne zigéndd ésikdleni (children are moving to school) .

Ghaba Ghlézi dsitulwéni {father is seatad on a chair)

-

Ymamé vogdla démzimbéni (mother is i1l in the body)

Added to the locative LSF there is directlonal nuance in the
first two sentences whereas the last two have no such nuance.
The locative ku- can play an important role in these relations.
When a kind of focus is intended the locative forms given above
can prefix ku- through their absolute pronouns in which case the

locative forms revert to their former corresponding nouns:

SGmfina dva kulo fkhiva (the boy is going to the home)

{zingdne zigdndé kdso fsikdle (children are moving to the

school)

Ubabhid dhldézi kiso isitulo (father is seated on the chalr)

Gmamd doula kdwo dmzimpa(¥mother is 1ll in the body)

In such instances the locative constitutes a part of adjunct word
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group. When the locative takes subject function l.e. zubjec-
tivization of the locative, ku- is usually preferred as a
gonceord. Cf,

éikhava, uydva unmfédna (home, the boy goes): vs.

ékhava kidva Umfina (to the home, there goes the boy)

In the first sentence the locative is general, in the second it
is specified by its concord, hence definite or specific,

4.8.1 There are surface locatives which do not have locative LSF
Note the f@llowing sentences:

Tzingdne zAdumdlid dkuhambéni kikiathishd {children were sad

OWing to the leaving -of the teacher)

igikdle sfgdla ékuséni (the school starts in the morning)

walkhdla ékiibend magimbshslile (he ovied after I had +told him)

In these sentences ékuhambdédni and ékugéni have temporal relation
whereas &kdbeni is ¢Onjunctive,ém9éleni in a sentence

Smpdleni Umfina dyafinda (in fact the hoy is leaxning) is

simply a modifier and has no locative L3F.

(iii) Some other adiunct forms marked in the surface.

4.9.0 These are secondary forms which have adjunct markers.,
The formative na- Is the surface marker for comitative-associa-
tive:

vibabd Uhdmba ndmamé (father is going along with mother).

In fact nomamé is a conjoined subject transferred to the ad-

junct pesition. But in dmfdna dfundina néncwadi (the boy is

busy reading a pook), néncwadi is the factive. The formative
Xuna- exXpresses comparisgon:

{ibabid thamba kakhillu kindmamé {father travels a lot more than

mother)
Manner 1s expressed by the marker Xa- e.g.

Ingane Ikhdls kabuhlunegy: (the baby cries painfully)

Ikhehla lisehénza kancéne (the old man works slawly)

(b) Covert Adiuncts
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4.10.0 These adjuncts have no formal distinctive features. it
is their use which shows that they are adjuncts. Their L8P do
not necessarily corregpond with a particular surface form,
Thetre isg quitafa number of such adjuncts but only a few will be
given here.

(i) Agentive adijuncts: When the passive predicate is followed

by a copulative, the copulative usually has the agentive LSF e.g.

tmfdna Ushdvywa ngubibad (the boy is hit by father)

(ii) Teniporal adiuncts: those indicating time e.g.

Umfdna vhimba nijdle {(the boy goes always)

lzingdne 2ifiké Iszolo (children came vesterday)

Intombl fvagéza minié (the girl is washing herself now)

{iid) Question adiuncts; those uged in asking guestions e.g.

tmintu dyahémba nd? (is a person going?)

baffke ninf abidntu? (When did the people come?)

Gvelaphi phd? (Where does he come from then 7)

(iv) Emphatic adijunctsz: when an adjunct modifies the predicate

by emphasising its meaning then it is an emphatic one. e.g.

Gmintu Yyvahdmba nijé (the person is indeed golngl). Carxe

should be taken to distinguish between emphatic njé and the

de-emphatic one which has & low tone as in dmuntu dyvahimba nie
(the person is merely golng).

inkomd fvadlé-ké (the cow is eating then). Here -k& has

emphatic significance.

(v) Stative adquncts: i.e. indicating a state Or position in

which the substantive finds itself e.g.

tkhulivma buthtle (he speals being silent)

dfinda bulild (he reads lying down)

4.10.% From the foregoing analysis of an adjunct it is clear
that it 1z derived Ffrom different stems. Such stems may be
nominals, verbals ¢r conjunctive. The ideophone is to a degree,

also used as an adijunct. Proper adjuncits which do not show any
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derivation are few. It stands to reason then that an acjunct
is an open syntactic category. It is noted that the relation-
ship between the predicate and primary forms of nouns is mainly
bagsed on congruence, ¢f. restricted, partially restricted and
unrestricted concords. With adjuncts, the relationship ia based
on government. The syntactic relaticonship of adjuncts to
predicates is therefore determined by word ordar, cf. {ixed,

partlially fixed and flexible adjuncts.



CHAPTER V

CONCLUSTONE

Surface structure as expressed by the ordering of sublect,

predicate, obhiect and adiungd

5.0.0 Thus far it has been observed that the terms subiject |
object , and adjunct are well understood when semantic
relationship is considered. When these terms are shorn of
thelr semantic content, they refer to surféc& structure of the
sentence, i.e. they are concerned with the positions the words
take up. A formal expression of ordering 1s obtained when the
predicate le taken as the centre or pivot of a sentence with
one place verb, two place verb aiwi three place verb. The noun
occurring in the first slot has the subject function, the one
ocourring in the second slot has object function and the one

occurring in the third slot has mainly the adjunct function.

5.0.1 The predicate with the S5C is the minimum regquirement

of sentence formation e.g.

fyahdmba (he is going)

: _ziléle {(they are asleep)

bdyabdéna (they éee)

In the present tense there is an inclusion of an auxiliary
 hpredicate =va= when the verb i1s used because =ya- brings
;d@finit@neﬂs to the predicate. The 5¢ though expressing agree-
ment is pronominal. In describing the concord Ziervogel

{1959, p. 132) says:
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The concord, whatever form it assumes, always

stomd; The usual English term used in this
connection viez. agree, refers to the form
rather than its function. The cconcord is
pronominal in function.
This shows that the verb im its sentence formation requires
a noun i.é. a noun or its concord. S0 a sentence with only
a 8C and a verb can be enlarged by the inclusion of a noun

as the subject of the sentence e.g.

Gbabd Uyahdmba (father is going)

izingédne z2ildéle (children are .asleep)

abdntu bdvabdna {people see)

5.0.2 Since ~va~ has an intransitivizing influence, it is
not usually used when the object is added, cof.

Umfdna Ushdva Inkomd (the boy hits a cow)

Ubabd Gbdéna tmame (father sees mother)

Inkomé Idla dtshini (the cow eats grass)
Howevey, when the OC is included, the =-va- may also be included :

unmfana dyavishava Inkomd (the boy is hitting the cow)

Gbabd Uyvambdna Omamé (father sees mother)

Inkomé Ivabudla dtshani {the cow is eating grass)

The OC gives definiteness to the object. When the 0OC iz in-
cluded, the object itzelf is not compulsory e.g.

uyayishava (he is hitting it)

dyambdna (he sees her)
fvabidla (he is eating i%)

If focus is brought to bear on the noun of the second position,



that noun is shifted to the front e.g.

{nkomd, Gyvavishdva umfdna (*the cow he hits it the boy)

Gmamé, Gvambdna tbabd (*mother he sees her father)

dEshani, Ivapidls inkomé (*grass it eats it, the cow)

Such focous is also achieved in passive transformation e.q.

fnkomd Ishdvwa nouifana  (the cow is hit by a boy)

dtshani badliwa vinkdmé (grass is eaten by a cow}

Here the object has become the surface subject; the original

subject has become an adjunct in function.

5.0.3 There can be twd or more subjects in a sentence. When
the predicate is one place, the other subject may follow the
predicate, cf.

Ghabi némamé bivahdmba (father and mother are going)

thabd Ghimba némamé (father goes along with mother)

The noun nomamé is a transferred conjoined subject in the last
sentence. Such transferred subject is called by Ziervogel
(1959, p. L61) the ‘conjunctive adverb! This shows that the
noun of an original first position can have two other functions,
viz. the agentive adjunct (in passive construction} and conjunc-
tive adjunct (in conjoined subjects). When ku- is used as the
§C., one or two nouns (subjects) can follow the predicate e.g.

kiihdmba Ubabd ndémamé {there go father and mother)

kGfuinda Gmfina neptémbazing (there learn a boy and a girl)

ktdla fzinkémo {(there eat cattle)

In such gentences, the predicate does not take the long form
of the present tense. When the noun of the first slot occurs
after the prédicate, it means that it has been shifted to the

back. S0 Ln sentences like



ubaba vhémba ndmamé (father goes along with mother)

kohdmba ubabid ndmemé (there go father and mother)

hivahdmba Sbabd ndmamé (*they are going, father and mother)

there is back-shifting of subjects. Back-shifting of subijects
and front-shifting of objects are important operational pro-
cedures in the ordering of predicates and nouns. This is well
illustrated in a sentence where there iz both a subject and
an obiect e.g.

tmfdna vdshdva Inkomd (the boy hits a cow)

Here the subject can be shifted to the back and the ohject
to the front, this way:

Inkomé, vvayishéyva dmfdna (*the cow, he hitg it the boy)

Somatimes shifting only occurs with the subject or with the
object e.qg.

dyvayishdva fnkomd dmféna (*he, the boy., is hitting the cow)

dmfana, Inkomd dyvayishdya (*the boy, the cow he is hitting it)

5.0.4 In a sentence where there is an obiject, the adjunct
ogours after an object in normal word order e.d.

Umféna vshdva Inkomd ngénduku (the boy hits a cow with a stick)

The object and adjunct can change thelr positions easzily i.e.
the adjunct is ghifted to the front while the object is shifted
to the bhack, cf.

umféna dyishdva ngénduku Iinkomg (*the boy hits it with a stiek,

the cow)
Adjuncts can take the subject position easily when they are used
with the concord ku- e.qg.

sgibhakabhakéni kdvabdnds {(in the sky. it is cold)

éndlini kKivashlisa (din the heouse, it 1: warm)




The LSF=s and Ordering

5.1.0 Sentence surface structure ls concerned with posi-
tionas the words can take-in a given sentence. In surface
structure the subject occupies the first positien, the cbject
occupies the second and the adjunct the third. In order that
syntax obtains explanatory adeguacy, it becomes urgent that

the deep relations of words are taken into cognizance. It i

[n

at this level that ths theory of LSFs is born. Such a theory
is not necessarily new-fangled as it more or less coincides
with what has been called “case relations” by other linguists
not necessarily concerned with Bantu languages. The model has
a'pradiCate as its starting point. The predicate mainly gives
information about a noun or its co=referent. The noun aboul
which information is given corresponds roughly with the sub-
ject and the object in surface structure. The noun has semantic
relations with the predicate irrespective of the position it
fills. Starosta (1973, p. ©) also considers the predicate as
a starting point:

the deep structure contains a predicate and a

list of arguments, none of which is the deep

subject, and then setting up a sublject choice

hierarchy to account for the fact that certaln

of these deep arguments are preferred ovex

others as subjects of corresponding surface

sentences.
Starosta puts it quite clearly when he talks of ~cholce
hierarchy‘since the predicate used makes cholces. Some predi-

cates choose the agentive as the preferred subject while others
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choose the patient asz their preferred subject. In Zulu there
is nonetheless no water~-tight sub-categorisation of cheoices
i.e. the same predicate in one instance chooses the agentive
as its preferred subject and in another chooses the patient as
its preferred subject, cf.

dmfana uléle (the boy 1s asleep) : subject as a patient

umfdna dléle Intombl (the boy is having sex with a girl) :

subject as an agentive

5.1.1 The choices as obsarved above detertiine semantic rela-—
tions. There is a similar choice hierarchy in object position, cf.

Intombf fdlala fsilima {(the malden is wasted by a fool)

where the agentive Igilima (a fool) is the object of the sur-
face sentence and Intombi (a maiden) is the subject of the
surface sentence. The sentence as glven above can have another
meaning but only one meaning iz given here. More often the pre-
dicate chooses the factive as its preferred cobject a.g.

Umfdna Gdldla irhéla (the boy is playing football)

The factive ibhdla is the object of the sentence. It is clear
that the agentive and the factive LSFs occur with the predicate

marked for causation. In a sentencé where there is both an
agentive and a factive the usual ordering is as follows:

A-V-F where A corresponds with the subject of the surface
sentence and F corresponds with the object of the surface sen-
tence. By usual ordering here is meant basic word order. The
conclusion reached is that there are two types of orderings, viz.
{i) primary word order

{(id) secondary word order

Primary word order concerns itself with mador LSFs viz. the
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agentive and the factive. The agentive in this order has
priority of sequence over the factive in two or three place
verbs. Thilis would mean that a sentence containg the predicate

and twoe hierarchias of relation, of. dmfdns Udlala fthdla

{the boy is playing football) where the predicate has chosen
the agentive Umfina as the subiject of the sentence and the

factive Ibh&la as the object of the sentence.

5.1.2 Secondary word order concerns itself with surface
sentence structure. It alszso agcounts for front-shifting of
factives and back-shifting of agentives (alteration of primary

word order) as in fbhdla, tvvalidlila dmfina (*the football he

plays it, the boy). Though iphdla has taken up the subject po

i

sition and imfina the object position, dnfana has grammatical
priority since its concord appears as the SC. The 5C y~ is
therefore an indicater that Unfdna is the subject of the sur-
face structure even before word shifting takes place. The

sentence kdhimba Uhabid (there goes father) has secondary word

order because it signals the shifting to the back of surface
structure sublject tbhabd. Such shifting is accompanied by sur-
face variations 1.e. substitution of u- for ku- and the dele-

tion of =ya-, of. Uyahdmbs vhabd (*he is going, father). The

meaning in this instance changes from the definite subject to
the indefinite subject and thiz coincides with the SC changing
from restricted to unrestricted relation. The passive trans-

formation is even clearer as a secondary word order, of.

Ibhhdia 1idlalwa nogudifédna  {(football is played by a boy) where

Lbh®la Lls the subject of the surface sentence structure and

grammatically agrees with the predicate through the 3. The
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noun Umfina becomes a secondary word gategory, viza. the
copulative adjunct ngubfdna. It is well to note that both
the copulative and adjunct are secondary forms and therefore
they should belong to secondary word order. To a degree, the
intransitive use‘of certain predicates may show secondary
word order, cf.

Ythisha ddavisa Incwadi (the teacher is selling a book) vs.

incwadl fvadavisa (the book is selling)

In the latter example the predicate is used intransitively, and
the factive occcurs in the first slot as the subject of the pre-

dicates the agentive is neutral, hence secondary word order.

5.1.3 Both primary and secondary word ovders are important in
the study of a sentence. At the level of secondary word order
the L5Fs help establisgh the primary word order e.g. in ibhdia

LIidldlwa noulifdna, ngufifdna is agentive and Ibhéla is factive. In

the ordering of hierarchies., the agentive precedes the factive

1.e. the predicate has an agentive a3z its preferred sublject and

the factive as the preferred object, hence Unfina Udlila fphdla

is the primary ordering.

Trangifivity

5.2.0 It has been ohserved that transitivity c@ncerné fheell
with predicate-object relations. These relations involve form,
function an& meaning. It is rather @ifficult to put these three
in water—-tight compartments. The predicate has been found to

have three forms:
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{4} SC - verb stem
{i4.) SC - Alx - verb staem
(4ii) SC = Aux - 0OC - vaerb stem

It is rare that we find the CC which is not preceded by the
SC and the auxiliary predicater this is only found with the
imperative subjunctive, present-future tense e.g.

mahayveé  (hit him)

In (i) the ogcurrence of an object is obligatory e.g.

Ubabd Ghéna Inkemd (father sees a cow)

ITf the auxiliary -va- of the present tense in (ii) is used
without the OC the object is essentially precluded e.g.

tibabd tvabdna {father sees)

However, in the future tense this does not hold, ci.

ibhabhd Gvobdna Inkond  (father will see a cow)

The form of the predicate is therefore important, especially

in the present tense, in the determination of the ccourrence or
non-cccurrence of an object. The form of an object may be im-
portant in transitivity, cf. primary object. In the main, the
primary object is found with its initial vowel and a5 such its
CC may be inserted in the predicate. If it is without the ini-
tial vowel, it c¢annot have the 00, cf. conjoined objects showing

indefiniteness e.g. Ubahda Ushiva ngéne, ntombl, mfina {father

hits baby., girl and boy)

5.2.1 The functicn of the noun in the second slot may be
stated in two wayvs:
(i) shifting

\

(idi) entallment



In (i) the noun (object) may be shifted to the front with the
provigo that it takes the OC; here the predicate need not have
any extension e.g.

Inkomd, tUbabi vyvayvibéna (*the cow, father, he sees it)

In (ii) the original ocbject of the active predicate 1s now
the subject in the first slot and the & ject of the active
predicate is now the copulative in the adjunct slot, ol.

inkomd, Ibdénwa ngubibi (*the cow, father, he sees it)

This shows that the original objesct of the "~ active volce”
may occur before or after the predicate when primary word order

is altered elther Ly shifting or entailment.

5.2.2 Meaning in transitivity may be stated in three ways:
(i) focus
{(ii) definiteness/indefiniteness

(1ii) L5Fs.

Focus is expressed on the object when it occurs before the

predicate e.g. Inkomd Gvayibdna Ghabd (*the cow, he sees it

father) The obiect is definite when it is accompanied by its

OC in the predicate e.g. Ubabi dvayvibéna, inkomd (father sees

the cow) whereas an indefinite object is well-illustrated when
the noun is without the initial vowel and therefore incapable

of having the 0C e.g. Ubabd dbona nkomd, hdshi, mbizi (*father

seas cow, horse and goat).
The LS5Fs help in showing s¢ antic relationship of the obhjoou
@.g- Lnduku {a stick) iz an object with instrumental relation-

ship in ¢babd ushiva Indukun (father fights with a stick).

In Gbabd Udiliza Indlu {father destroys a house) indliu
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(a house) is an object with Ffactive relatcionsghip. Finally
it should he stated that transitivity nesd not be a notional
term indicating an action that passes over to an object.

Such a view would limit transitivity to factives only.

The Addunct

5.3.0 Finally the adjunct may be plac&d in its proper
perspective in the following wavy:

(i)l The adijunct is mainly a secwndary:fmxm: it is therefore
an open syhtactic category manifesting a variety of forms. It
is a general statement to say that an ad<dunct is a nominal with-
out concord sinve a point of departure lg observed in such
examples as bonivané (of seeing), nini (when), bhalakaxa

(of faliing).

{1d) Notionally the adiunct modifies the predicate; the
character of modifiqatian is often stated semantically.

(i1i) Adjuncts may be classified according to their degree

of flexibility. The clasgsification ig not rigid and this marks
the fluidity of adjuncts.

{iv) In most cases the adjunct does not take a concord. In-
stead of congruence, there lis government. However, the concord
ku~ occurs abundantly with the locative. The concord indicates
that an adjunct can either be used as a subject or an chiect
of a sentence, cf.

ekhava kihldla dbabd (&t home, stays father) : asz the subject

uhakbd dyakuthdnds ékhava {father likes it at home) @ as the object

(v) Adjuncts may oceur as a word group.

(vi) fThe tentative syntactic criterion of an adjunct is its



substitutability with ancother adjunct.
(vii) In this study the adjunct iz distingulshed {rom an

obiject morphologically, syntactically and semantically.

5.3.1 In conelusion it may ke stated that in the study of
the predicate in its relation to the noun; the subject, the
object and the adjunct are basically nouns lrrespective of
the forms they may assume. In formal analysis then it is
well to divide the nouns inte primary forms and secondary
forms. So our syntactic categories are contained in the for-

mal categories as shown below:

(A) Nouns

(i) primary nouns : as shown in the primary ordering of sub-

jects and objects featuring as agentives and factives e.g.

Gbabd Ubdna Inkomsd {(father sees a cow). Both dkaba and

Inkomd are primary nouns.

(ii) secondayy nouns : mainly as shown in the seccondary

cordering of agentives and factives, cf.

Gbhakbid tshdva Utmfana fkhinda (father hits the boy on the head)

bhut

umfana Gshdywa ngubdbid dkhanda {(the boy is hit by fatoer on

the head)

Both the copulative ngubdbd and the locative ékhanda are

secondary nouns. In traditional classgification of the parts

of speech the copulative is placed under the predicative. This
type of classification is in line with notional/syntactic approach
because the copulative is placed under the predicative because

of its idea and function i.e. the copulative has verbal purport

Y
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and can f£ill the position of the verb, ci.

Chabd dvindeda (father iLs a man)

Tha fact that the copulative has the ¢ profixed to it is
enough to prove that it £ills the positicen of the verb. Lut
when it complements the verb, there 1s no reason Lo con-
sider 1t as verbal in purpert since it can neither take the
SC nor can it have tense, <.

Ghabid Gpénwa vindeda (father is seen by a man)

Here yindoda cannot take the 8C and it 1& tenseless. But

with Ubabd dvindoda, the copulative has tense, ¢f.

Ghabid tzoba vindoda {(father will L2 a man) : future tense

dbhabd wabi vindeda (father became a man) : past tense

So the wholesale sub-categorisation of the copulative
within the predicative 1s itself inappropriate; there is

predicative copulative and adjunct/complementary copulative.

{R) Verhbs

If it is formally acceptable that the locatives and copulatives
(those derived from nouns) are basically nouns, it can be
equally acceptable to maintain that verbal roots may attach
certain affixes and as such take new function and categorisa-
tion, cf. deverbkbative nouns, deverbative ideophones, and the
infinitive. Verbs are therefore divided into:

(1) varbs proper : he important criterion of these is that

they affix the sC and theC e.g. Gvevibdna (he sees it).
They can also be divided into agtl g, procegses and states.
Verbs are marked /causatici/ and /non=-causation/, cf.

fehdva Sokomd (he hits a cow) ¢ causation




Lihlwile (it ds dusk) @ non-cavsation

(i31) deverhatives : here the infinitive and the deverbative

ideophone and adiunct are considered. The infinitive is the
deverbative noun azs far as the nominal characteristics are
concerned; the class prefix pku- is a strong reason for it
being considered a deverbative. The inflinitive may also be
a fixed compl@m@ntary obiact, cf.

tmfdna Ghamba dkuhdmba (the boy is actually goling)

The deverbative ideophone is mainly found in the adjunct sleot

e.g. Gnfina wihémba hampoivand (the boy actually went)
o

The deverbative adiuncts are usually called ~stative adverbs’,

cf. Umféna vdla bumd  (the bhoy eats standing up)

Ingére fchdma buldld {(the baby urinates lying down)

It iz clear then that nouns and verbs are basic in the cate-

gorisation of many words.

Slots with thelr possible Ffiller LEPS

{a) The predicate slot is obligatory in the representa-

tional sentence. The predicate slot consists of:

(i} the verb (simple or extended)
(14} the subject concord
(iii) the object concoxrd
(iwv) the verb auxiliaries
(v) this slot could also be £illed by the copulative and

the ideophone.
The predicate has also mood and tense. The fact that the
predicate slot is obligatory shows that it is central in the
representational sentence, and even more important, it determines

the L3Fs.



(Li)
{iii)
(1v)

(v)

{c)

(3i)

(iii}

(1iid

(iv)

{v)
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a0t S3iot (S1lot

"

{agentive) e.g. gnfdne Gvishava {(the boy hits)

(instrumental} e.q. Indulu lv

ava (the stick hits)

(factive) e.g. inkomd ivichavywa (the cow iz hit)
Y

{patient) e.g. Inkomd ivdgula (the cow ig il11l)

(locative] e-g. ékhava ktvabdnda (at home, it is cold)

Ohject Slot (8iot T1)

(Factive) e.g. dshdve Inkomd (he hits a cow)

{locative} e.g. Ghimba fzontd (he goes to church)

(instrumental) e.g. wétha wililo (he warms himself

by the fire)

(complement) e.g. Uhdmba vdkuhdimba (he is actually going)

The A waob 2lot (SLaot TIT)
&

A

A

A

aj {agentive) e.q. ishdvwa nguwiféna (it is hit by the boy)

dj {(instrumental} e.g. ushdva ngéndiku (he hits with a

stick)

di (patient) e.g. dkhuldma ngdmfdra {(he spoaks about

& ooy}

di {(factive) e.g. ufundéinz néncwadi {he is busy reading

a book)

Gmnflke fr wadil (he gives him a book)

G (locative) e.g. Giindas & Lenl (he studies at school)
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Diagram illustrating LSFs and

b

praedicate
causation . watient Factive
assistive I, I, IIZ
r agentive instrumental conceptive divective ™ locative
{ I, III I, IT, IIT rooomltative
T P Lo . E
j P ldencificative
: S receptive
§ p antective
zisociative
e’
\ ! _—
sentence
Note:
1. The predicate is central: the two lines, one branching to

the left and the other to the right indicate its relation
to the nouns. The predicaite has a duality of relation
with the nouns in a sentence which has both an agentive
and a factive; the relation between the agentive and the
factive is bi-polar.

2. The left line then branches off from causation assistive
into agentive and instrumental. The wight line branches

off from patient factive into the conceptive and the

directive.
3. Slots are indicated iy I, I and III. Slot one is I,

glot two is IT and slot three is III.
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4. The minor LSPs are grouped together, i.e. locative,
comitative etc.
5. The sentence includes the predicate, the nouns and their

alota and all the semantic relational Isatures.

Diagiram L. ustrating brangitiwvity and primary word Order

of the main LSPs

predicate
"

obiect
)
i
x”ﬁr
o
o
A ‘
I 11 III
non-transitive mono=trangitive ditrancitive

{ semi-transitive Jcomplete transitive
; |

L complete transitive r

et

e W - wr
patient or factive or complement Zfactive
causation
Note:
1. The predicate is central; in transitivity it combines

with both the subject and object. Such combination is

shown by the left and the right lines.
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The left line indicates subject combination; the right
line indicates object combination. The right line branches
into two according to primary object II, and secondary
object IXIX,

The noun occurring in Slot I does not necessarily indicate

trangitivity, hence non-transitive. The noun occurring in

Slot IT indicates mono-transitivity which may be seni-
transitive or complete transitive. hie noun 1n Slot III
indicates ditransitivity wiich goes hand in hand with
cmmplmté transitivity.

The noun in Slot I may either have patilent/factive relation
or causation/agentive relation, The one in Slot IT is
either a factive or complement whereas the cone in Slot IIT
is a féctiV@. The whole ordering refers to primary word

order.
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