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.:Lii. 

P R E F A O E 

Lozi is spoken in Barotsel,i.nd, Zambia (Northern 

Rhodesia), by some sixty thousand peop1,} Morphologically it 

and it contains many :LtNlB of vocc1bulary derived froE1 Luyana, 

it being a mixture of Sotho and Luyana. 

The field-work for this study was done in July, 1963, 

at Sefula, The Lozi :forms ci.ted are typical of the Mongu 

dialect, with some di vergenor)s here and thercJ, :b'urther re:~earct 

Wm3 done in lohannesburg with Lozi i.nfornmnts. 

During the course of this study, reference was 1.,ade tc 

tho following: 

A. Jalla, Dictionary of the Lozi Languap;r~, Vol 1, 

Lozi-English, u.s.c.L., London: 1936. 

A. Jalla, Elementary Gra1m11ar of the Loz:L Langu2,ge, 

U.S.C,L., London: 1937, 

W,A,R, Gorr:1,:i.n, Si,;1ple Silozi, Longnmns, London: 1950, 

M, Gluckman, ·11 ]:'refix Conoox•d::.mce .i.n Lozi, Lingua 

Franca of Bcu·otseland" , African Stndies, 1, 2, 

105-114, 1942, Witwo.tersraml University :Press, 

J·ohanne,iburg. 

As far as ponsible the :st,md.,1rd orthogr,:iphy lms been 

usod hero, though we use the conjun(,ti.ve riethod of wo:rd·-di vi.sion 

J!'or typographier:11 reasons we have used the sy1:ibo1 /'J / .instead 

of /n/. The i;mrking of to nos :Ls not, of course, m,oGssary in 

the standard orthography. 

l. The :figure for 1959 was :; 59,700 as eited by G, lcortune in 
Languages of th,) Pederati.on - A Prelil.1in.~.ry Surv€x, Rhodes­
Livingstone Institute, Lusaka: 1962, 
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A gap in a eerios, not filled by our data, or in the 

languC1ge, Absence ccf singular or plural form 

> Produ~es, Becomes 

< Derived from 



A gap in a series, not filled by our data, or in the 

langw,,ge, Abrrnnce cf singular or plural form 

> J?rod1,1.,.;e~,, Beco:c1es 

< Derived from 

+ Or longur 



CH.Al'TER I 

INTRODUCTION 

PHONOLO(JY 0,1.0, 

0,1.1. Thia ohaptc,r doe,s not pretend to be a full study of 

Lozi phonology and it ill prob~tble th,5ct eome of the 

ritaten10nts in it could be (JXtemoively modifi.ed or a1;ipli:f'J.;c,d. 

0,1.2. Vowel Phonemes: (See Appendix) 

There 0.tre fj_ve VJWel phonemes in Lozi - la,e,i,o,ul. 

I a, i, u/ do not have obser.·vable allophones. 

/ el has c:tllophones [ c J and [ e J, [ e J occurs when the follow-

ing sylh1.ble conti,.ins the vow<;l /ii or [ e]. [ s] occurs el:.oewherc, 

/ol heG '111ophoner" [ o J And [ o], [ o J occurs wh(m tho foll,.w­

ing syllab10 contnins the, vowel Iii ()r [o]. [OJ occurs ,,lsewher,), 

Vowt~lB in word-... final po:.1i·t:i..,o,n :J.re f:r.eq,J.ently voJ.celess * 'l'hif 

is~ non-significant feuture. 

0.1.3. The following is a chart of the Lozi vowels: 

i 

.. '·-·-··-·-
a 

0.1.4, Consonant J?honernc:s: 

11hnrs o.,ro nin.Gteen consonnnt phonem68 in Lozi. ~L1he~?e 

are repr,JsentEHi here and in the standard orthography ( with the 

exccpti.on of lril1 ) by tho symbols /b,c,d2 , f,g,h,j,k,12 ,n,n, ny3 , 

1, 

2. 

3. 

The phoneme h I is rcpr,cr,cnted by two dj_ff,,r•c,nt sy1,1bols, "c" 
and "n" . It is written lnl imr:wd:Lately before lkl and I gl, 
and ic: wri.ttcn /r.1 I 0,lsewhere: Le., before a vowel or lw/, 
Note that .in the standc,rd Ol'thography IYrl is wri tton inst"ad 
of ID I. 
The➔ syrnboJ.1c: "d" nnd "1" represent different allophones of the 
phoneme Ill. "d" reprosnnts the allop}-;_on,) [ d], and 11 1" re­
pres::ents tl1e allophones [1] ,md [!']. 
Thr~ pP.1,'lt!ll nasal [yi] io wri tton .in two diff'm·,mt way,:, It is 
1:'n.tten lnl when inunc;diat,;ly preceding a. palatal eonsom,nt: 
i. o. ? / c, j, ny/. It ts written /ny / elsowhGr<::;. 



[ 
.... ! 

,). I 
The utop,,,, '.lnd the; fric;,•It:ives lc;I ~-nd lzl r,1ccu:t:' in 11'.lGBl 

com.pom:1d::,. 11';-:.•crly :0,11 cor.u,on•,:nts occur in ,lvrl compounds, All 

hiL1bi,·,1 concc-on:cnt,! ,.xccpt lfl nnd lwl occur j_n lyl compound,s, as 

does tho conc~on.ru1·t /1/. Chartn of t.he ►3G types of cornpound~J are 

given in 0.1.6., 0.1.7., EUld 0.1.8. 

-p t ') k 

b dll :i g 

f $ sh h 

Ill z y w 

ra n ny :J In 

0.1.5.1, lp,t,o,kl aro voicaJ.ess stops, r0epoctively bilabial, 

al v:,oln.r, p•.1L1tal and v1.Jlar. They occur c:L tlwv ,mas­

piratcd or slightly aspirnted, but nre never ejected. 

O .1. 5 .2. lbl h:•,, two allophones ,..- a lcni.s voir,c"d bilabi.,1.l :0,top, 

[b], and '.1 voiced bilabial frientivo, [~]. [b] occurs 

aftcv the nasnl Im.I, [~J occurs in all othev casae.
1 

/1/ h.i_is thrcf~ allophonGs •-- ::.t lenis voiced 1 al·\Teoll\:t' 

,stop, [d], •:, voi.ccd nlveoJ .. nr flap, CC'], and r~ voi_ced loternl con­

 tinm1nt [lJ. [d] occur:3 o.fter the n, :.sal lnl. [1"] occul'r, before 

the vowel Ii/ when word-initL,l or whEm praced0d by c vow,,l, [1] 

occurG ,in :-\ll other c'.1seG. 

I jl :-\nd I gl an, voiced stops, resp0ctiv0l.y Pf\l:1trcl and 

velar. Tlwy 1•.rfl pronouncHl votsy l~n):.8.. They occur only when 

precGdcd by their homorg'.lni .. ,c n~.wi,1,,. :i .• e. 1.Phoy h,:o.ve no indepon-

d 2 
ent ~-}x.istence 01.:1.-ts:Ldo of .nr-::.s1:il co~npomtd.s . 

0,1.5.3, If, s, sh, hi ,•c.ro i:·eepect i.villy vo:Lcelcr,,o lnbi.o--d,Jnt8.l, 

alV()Olce:r, p:1.l•.1 tu,1 ,,_nd g.lntt ··,.l frj_c,1.ti,ve s. 

0.1,5,4. lzl is a voiced alveolar fricative. 

l. Tho inforwmt Jvlufalali, m1Jj_ke our other inform.ants, ho.s a 
diff'eront di..>otx·ibu.t.ion :for these two nl1ophones. [b] occur,J 
after the, n°.•std. Im/, o.nd word•" or phrecse-initinlly. [SJ occurs 
olsf~whero. 

2. This 11:nitcsd OCGUlTEln.CC Elj_ght S\lggeflt the f'Ict the.t th8SC c1re 
nllophones of aomc other phonomos. In the c~ee of ljl there 
could be 2,n -::11.ophonLc n,.L,,tionc:hip 1,ith ly/, though tl)iG does 
not seem to be very likely. In the c~ce of lgl there is no 
other conson•·,nt w:L-th which it cn.n be in :'tllophonic r<clationsh,:Lp. 
The fn.ot th,.1t these c,onGon:1nts occur only in nato.ctl compounds 
uight, .,,,1 t,:;rn··,t:Lv0ly, favour the v:Lew th:c.,.t theee nc,,:x\l <:ompounds 
should be con:Ti.dt•:;rad r:,s unit phoneL1E~S 1::1nd not 1.s cluoters ns is 

[Cont. an next f•Bge] 

  



0.1,5.5, 

0.1.5.6. 

0.1.6. 

0.1.6,1. 

/m~n 9 ny?~/ r\re rc..➔ F.iT"'Jectt-irnly 

po,latn.1 u.nd VG.l .. D.r :n;~cn.ls ~ 

pw tw 

bw lw 

fw SW 

Ill zw 

mw nw 

cw kw 

Ill Ill 
shw hw 

yw 

nyw !)W 

A co.;::::olcta fi~)ri0s of /w/ corapo-unds occurs ex.cept th:-;1.t 

lwl doic,, not coi:1birw with it:::clf, Tho voicf3d :Jtop 

sur:ic..:·D .i?i not reprc;:'3(J:i.i.tud h~;r~.~ tts t}1e:sc· •"i.re treat(id ur,d(ir 0 11 l~8ij 

in the NOw nor1.,,8. 

rnp nt no nk 

rnb nd n;j ng 

nfJ 

Ill 11.Z 

0 .1, 7. 1, A full series of n:J2w,l oornpoundr, i.nvoJ .. vinc tho voiced 

and vo"-0,JJ.1,sc E1tops togathor with their houmy;nn.to 

nm:;::_Js occurs, Only two iv,,so.l cornpoundE:, lnsl :_n.cd lnzl, .involving 

con-tinu:1.nte h.l.V'J been found. 

0.1.s. 

0.1.s.1. 

0.1.s. 

rnpw 

mbw ndw 

Ill llf.::'.W 

Ill J\Z',-W 

new 

njw 

Ill 
Ill 

nkw 

Ill 
Ill 

Thin r;crie,s u1r-ttcho,, i;h•0,t of the NC coinpo1111dc:: uccept 

that lntwl dews not occur in our (l,·,ta, 

Gem.ill'..,tu nc•,snl cor:1poc.1nds occur in bi .. .lub.L.,l, alvoolar 

a:nd p(::~l-:1.tnl posi tion:::1. 11ho vulnr pos:i tion i£:: thus 

fnr not fillod from our data. Thus, /,uni, lnnl and lnnyl ooour. 

[Cont. fr')m previom; page J 
done here, Tonal and syllabic evidence ahowa that these are in 
fact clu.:::te:i.·\s, s.i.nce wh~7-n nt:\,3al co:u1ponndG oceur T,rJord-1-ni tially, 
the nasal is syll,:-1.bic. Note, however, that them,> nasals m:-1y 
lor,e their syllabio:i.ty, rsv(m though wox·d-ini tic1l, when they 
occu.r phrnee•-med.jaJJ y, 



...,,,,\,'-, I.YI C'Ull.l_!)UL.U!CJ i:H~rJ_es 

position except for tho alveolar /ly/, Of the bi­

labi.al sorim,, /fy/ and /wy/ are mh,s.i.ng, 'J.'he pair (>f NCy come. 

pounds, /mpy / aild /n;by /, al,Jo occur. 

0.2.0. J:0R:PHOI-'HONE.llICf3 

0.2.1. 

\.1rith thr::~ nvun pref.i.xen of cl. 9 ;-;.1,nd lU, /N- , .. -,i 0···/ o..nC 

/liN- ~ 110-/ respectively, the adjec•bival prefixes of cl. Bx an~ 

10, /ze0-/, 1 and the reflexive prefix /i0-/. 
The phoneme,,: r:tffcoted by thh, mor•,1hophonemic procErns 

an, /b [BJ,f,l,h,w,V/ (oth<',r phonemeo iff(l not effected.). When 

these phonemes a.re imrnedLite,1y prccedr,Jd by any o:f the above,-­

mont.i .. oned 1wrpheme,J, the :followint: changr,is tabi place: 

b 

f 

l 

h 

I•/ 

V 

> 

::~ 

> 

> 

.> 

> 

p 

p 

t 
k 

.kw 

kV 

These ;Jorph0:rJhnnemic changes appear to be obsolescent 

( narticularly -,n the c~i.r,1e of /:f > p/) ,,,nd do not occur in all 

cases. Their· occurrenoo is mornhologioaJ.ly determined. Thay 

rarely; i:f ever, occur t11ith adnptJ.ves. 

0.2.1.1. 

(a) 1,11. th noun p!'<'Jfixe ,i of Cl. CJ and 10: 

p1na (nong) --, 0- + ·•--b{na < --b{n-- (toing) 

pUZ<) (que1ction) < ¢· + *-bt\ZO <. --bus;:,- (o.sk) 

lip1fo (12.nguages) < 110- -t· *-b\fo < -b1{ .. (talk) 

lipnle1o ( st,.iten,entco) --. li[)- + *--bule1o < -•bul,/1- ( talk) 

In the following adoptive,e the above change has not occurred.: 

biki (<Afr. baad.jie/Sotho baki) (jacket) 

benkc➔le ( < Afr. winlcel) (.,,hop) 

bllka ( < Afr. boek/Enf:, book/Sotho buka) (book) 

1. Only two adjectival stems, /-boli/ and /-lff1u/ are 
affected here. Note thst thooe two do not occur wit~ the 
cl, C) nr ·eof· _,__. x ·] tl1 · ti \' • ' · nY,] ·" ·h i - . , ~--. ,, anc. ·- ere l8t ··:111b) .clO C:)XJJl .,-, 0 o

1
.:i: a C ::::1,nge ... D 

tb.:U"3 clfU'.;B. 



(b) With adjec·t;ival prefixes of cl. Bx and 10: 

lipaupf~u zepeli ( 8x, two baskets) < -beli (two) 

likubu zepeli (10, two hippos)< -beli (two) 

(c) With reflexive prefix /1¢-/: 

-ip:i'.'z- (call ones,:lf) < -i¢- + -b{z ... (call) 

-i.pulay•• (r,ommit suicide) < -i¢- + --bulay- (kill) 

0.2.1.2. Examples of /f > p/: 

(a) With noun prefixes of cl, 9 and 10: 

mpc (gift)< N- + *-fo < -f- (give) 

penyo (victory) < ¢- + *-fenyo < -feny- (vanquish) 

In the following cases the morphophonemic change /f > p/ may eithe-r 

take place or not, depending on the speaker, 

porso/foso (mistake) < ¢- + *-foso < -fas- (make a mistake) 

lipapano/lifapano (arg1unents) < li¢- + *-fapano < -fapan­

(argue) 

In the following words the morphophonemic change does not occur: 

fulai. (Eng. fly) (aeroplane) 

folofolo (animal) 

f:(f{tele (window) 

(b) /-fubelu/ is the only adjective stem commencing in /f/, and 

this does not undergo any morphophonemic change when it 

occurs with the adjecti1Ta1 prefixes of cl, Bx, 9 and 10. 

1.ituwa zefubelu (Sx, red roofs) 

likuwani zefubelu (10, red hats) 

kubo yefubelu. ( 9, red blanket) 

(c) With reflexive prefix /1¢-/: 

-ip- (give oneself)< -i¢- + -f- (give) 

-ipetul- (change oneself)< -i¢- + -fetul- (change) 

In the following word the morphophonemic change doeci not occur: 

•-i:folis- (cure oneself) < -.i- + -folis- (cure) 

0.2.1.3. Examples of /1 > t/: 

Note that the nasal pre:ftx /n-/ of cl. 9 brings 

about the occurrence o:f the allophone [d] when it is _prefixed to 

th0 stem /-lwa/, No further change occurs. 



In aJ.J_ other aases /1 > ·t/. 

(a) \Jith .noun pref.i.xcu cJf cl. 9 and 10: 

t:1..ftn (lr::r::,::1011. 9 Gdncr.1,t.i.on) ,·:._ )~---· + ;11·.-: .... 11.ft.o < •-ltlt•~ ( "l';_l)ach) 

tE,kf0,:o ( __ ,_tle) -~ 0· .. + -;•---lc:kfr•o < -lek:i's-- ( r-;oll) 

lj_tukelo ( obJ-Lo:,:wtion,1) < Ji0---- , *---lukc,1.n < -1.ulrnl---

( be o blj_ged) 

li.tatul!! (denials) < ·u.0-- + *·-lntulo < --latul- (deny) 

(b) With adjectival prefiX8S of cl. Band 10: 

J.isepe dftalu (Bx, three :;:hi.ps) < ··•lalu (three) 

1i.t(-Jlrn z,etf\'.1u (10, thr·00 purchases) < -lalu (thrN,) 

(o) With reflexive prefix /i0-/: 

-•itum-- (bite onccJself) •~ ·-i(8- + -lurn- (bi.to) 

-i.tukis-- (prep2.rc oneself) < .. i(b- + --1.ukiE:-• (px•ep:n·o) 

-itffel- (pay for oneL:el:f') < -:i0-· + -life1•-- (pay for) 

0.2.1.~-. Examples of /h > k/ t 

(a) With noun pre.f:Lxe-~; of cl. 9 and 10: 

kano ( deni:'ll) < 0--· + *-hano •C -hftll- ( rhmy l 
k,-Ho (2:t,,ni) < ¢ ... + *-hato < ·---haio• (,·,t,,p) 

liku.pul,:, ( thought:-;) <c l:i0- + *-h1:,.::nflo < --hu:rnf1-­

( think) 

(b) /.-hulu/ 1.o the only adjoctiv-0 c:tem commencing in /h/, and 

th:Ls do'.!s not undergo any morphophomJmic change v/hon i.t 

ocour:3 vrith th"' ~td}.c;ctival p:refi:Kf)S of cl. Bx, 9 or 10. 

1.Lkuba zehulu (Bx, old fools) < ·-lnflu (old) 

1ing0.rnbela zetn{J.u ( 10, old \.n·ime miniGtnni) < •-hulu (old) 

( c) li th r,sflexi.vo prsJfix / i.0-/: 

-i .. ka-t-0 ( ,,;tep on ono::wlf) < --i0- + -hat·- ( t',t sop on) 

-ikup1flis- (r-cmind orn,self) < -i0- + -hupulis- (rr,mind) 

;Examples of /w > kw/~ 

Only one example of thi.,, ch,HJ.ge has berm found.. 

This is the radical /-wie-/ with ra.flcxivo prefix /1-/. 



( a) 'J.i.th nonn prcfi .. xes of cl. 9 and 10: 

1Urnzo (actions) " 1 i~I.- + * ~~e~;o < -ez- (clo) 

h,l1ilo (divir.Jion) ""~- 0·- + '--alulo < --altil- ( d.iv1d.e) 

kat1flo ( ' . ' .J ud{~Iaex:i.t ; < 0-- + 3/• -•a -tt1l o < --at1J1-. (judge) 

--ika tul- (.judge onec(,lf) "' ·-HJ ... + ·-atu], .. ( j Ddge) 

--ikaJAb • ( aiu:;wer• onc,::elf) < •-•if/!·· + .-alat ... (s;1nswur) 

-ikabol- (apportion onesolf) < -10- + -abal- (apportion) 

O. 2. 2. ~ A word ·(.ri..th ttn inJ.tiaJ. r·:crnj_na-te na.Gal clufJter, log~~s 

the fi.n•.t mwal whun j_t :.\.,J pr·0cr1ded. by tnc, pr2:f·i~:eFJ 

/n-f.--/, /k1.•-/, /:,d-/, /mw,f-/, /kwa-/, /:h{-/, /ti6--/, or a p ,,,,souc1ive 

pr,1fix, or ,,:he11 the 1--rord occurs ph:r,,,,s,:!-1::,odLal.ly or •·fi.nally i.n rapld 

t:pt'CC'b .. 

nJ'..mr, (and Mother) < n{ + 1:1w, 

born() ( mothsrfl) ,~ b6-- + llll1C 

k1.na ( i.t j s me) < k{- + m1.a 

kamu. (about tho br•,nm) < ka- .. + lllNU 

u,nj_lat:1-r:m ( I do not liku bream) < anj_lc,~:l rn,1.u 

0.2.3. ~Ji th. :JcnH.1 r::~~.cepi;J.on:~ not1~·d bolow, ·wh~n a. C 1 Cw or 

Cy prefix. oecurEJ before a V--~co.rnir,cncine; :~tum :i th,;) 

initial VO\'/C1 of thnt stc;r, bf,CQtnOS lot.113. 

cf. /cj_apalo/ (dress) with CV pr,,fix. 

kB:pe'la ( to sing) 

cf. /lrnopclla/ (to :::Lng) 1,;i,tl1 CV rr,;;f:ix. 

13nr;olo ( chaw)lcon) 

cf. /luor.golo/ ( cl•rt,1,,3lcon) w:i.th CV ;1r,JfLc, 

n~~lafi (doc·tor) 

cf. /mualafj_/ (doctor) with 01 prefix, 

Thu :foll(wi.ns noun ntmnr: rn·e not affected by ·thi.c: rnorrohophonomic 

x·u1c, c1-nd thr::,i.r i.:Jit:lal voweln arc aJ.o,•ay:c: cJhort, 

-an.a cf. mw. ana ( chj_l.d) b.ana (chiJ.dron) 



~alyanjo 

--oi 

-0!)0:J() 

, 
mw.anana 

] 
, . 

mw.a .yanJo 

111'\i<.1'. n.fl 

m.oya 

m.oyo 

b. oi. 

J 
, 

.,0:.')0c)O 

(child) s, anciru::i 

ch.i1d) 

( ('.ir1 ,itwt 

'OH::3-J:; _puberty) 

(y.:ar) rny.ahH (ycarr,) 

(couragu) 

(wind) by.oya (vile winds) 

( liJ.\:,, h•ccal th, 

hcsLrt) 

( cowardio,,) 

(i,p. of bj:rd) 

It is possible that a largar corpus would reveal more of such 

stemn. 

0,3,0, LENG'I'H 

The phonc)me of J.,mgth manifcst.s it.self i.n the vowccal 

8

i .. rmnedic1.tely pr,scoding or follnw:i.ng it, a:3 tho casG may be. No 

indtance of this phoneme bE,.i.ng both prcocedod ,rnd followed by a 

vowel has been noted. Length is only sporadically indioHtad in tho 

standard orthography. Where it i. ,_;: rnarlrnd, this H, done by mr,ans 

of a macron ,:;ver the V()'\~J"el. To accornmod.at~) tone marks over VOW{➔ l,s 9 

another syr,:tem iil uc1ed h,n•c,. Furthermore, long vowels a:rc i.ndio­

at,,d wherevc)Y' they occur. Length i.fl here i .. ndicr,tcd i.n two 

different wayr,; -~ by douli.lr) tone marke ov0n· a vo1,·e1 (see 0,4Jl.), 

or, when length oocuril out of context, by the cy~bol /:/. 

0.4.0, T0N0L0GY 

Lozi .. has two tonemes - Hi.gh, /H/, and L"W, /L/. 

Tones are not marked in the standard L~zi orthography, Here, 

syllablos bearing a singl,, lew tone are left unmarked1 . 

Syllable,3 bu,,1 . .r:i.ng -rwo low tones ,;_,:r,:; marked by a double gx•av,) 

accent, /"/, over the vowel. '3yllables bearing H high tone are 

marked by an aonte accent, / '/, over tho vowel or n,J.eal, ,1s the 

cast; may be. Sy1lra,blt~i3 bec.::i,rJ.ng ·-two high tonE-\::;: ;~.re marked by a 

dou.bl<c aocrte accent, /"' /, and. U102e beax•:i..n.g a high-low tone 

_/"/. ::-,equcmcG, by a ctrcumflux, _ Ullort :syllables bo,n· a si.nglE-J 

1. In a faw cases where tonal phenomena are specifically dis­
cusscd3 tt1e grave acc0nti /'/, is used to indicat8 a low 
tonome i.n. c:cder to avo:Ld. any confuc,ion. 



tone whi.le long syllablae b,,,,n, two tonrs. Long ciyllablcr➔ may 

bear the tonemo combi.nati.on,:, /LL, HL, HH/. 'I'h,., comb.ination 

/LH/ nevo1,·· occurs 

"'YI-I ABTJrr·cA1' ·r o·,·1 I.) ..... J -1,, , , -'., .••• _ l' 

0.5.1, :1y1labJ.cs e;onnti tuto l.:hl' ton,.-tc,aring wi.its nf Lozi. 

Syllabl-ces may bc0 long or r,hort. miort syll:0tbles are 

those bearing a Bingle tonl'mB, Long syllablas are thosa which 

boar two tonamee, 

'I'ho syllable in Lozi consists most typically of a 

comJoncJ.nt and a vowel. It is of CV structure. 'I'he 

second major syllable type is that which consists of a vowel 

only. Vow,~ls constitute syllables whtm they at•e word-initial or 

tcJ.rG imrrwd i.ately pr,:cecled by a vowel. The third type of syllfJ,ble 

structur(➔ i.r3 that wh:i.oh oonsistt, of a nasal. Nasals ars only 

nyllabic, however, wru,n they ooc,ur in a nasal compound, word•- or 

phrase-ini t:i,.al1y, or :Ln word-final posi.tion. In some poople,' s 

epeech, nasal,J n'"ver occur .1.n v:ord-final position. In words where 

such occur· they arc n,placocl by a CV sc3qucnoe: viz. a t1a()al 

followed by a vowel. 

0,5.3. The nasals of word-ini-b.etl nasal cornpouncls a·r-e, 

generally syllabi_c, but i.n quick sponch, when tl'w 

wordr, containing thern occur phr,-,.s,.;-rni'Jdially or v,he:n ·they are pre-

fixally inflected, they lose their syllabicity. When they do so, 

thci.r tonal capac:.\.ty .id lost, and -throi:r tone is tlrnn ,;1sSWiiecl by 

Uw provioucJ syllable t:hich acquires an additional ton0mCJ and 

-thmi becomeo a long syllable with a omwoquent longUwning of 

the vowel of that syllable, 

.!!' ' . ' ,:, - ' l ( d tl d ) eg. n.c-+n,,:1a>n:c,nJa an ".18 og 

" il l , l h / ' ·'1 't .,, ' . ' ~ ' ~ 't • . '/ ~im ar yin quicc spaac an1 .. a i nJa - an11a i-nJa (I do not 

li.ke tho dog). 

In the caee of word-initial geminate nasal clusters, 

tlw first naG11l i.,, syllabic, When a word containing 

m.,ch a geminatc ch1,nter occurs phra.se-nwdially or is pr(s:fini.11y 

inflected, tho first nasal di.t~appoa1•1,, Its tone i.EJ acoomrnoclated 

by the previous syllable by the same process as soon in 0,5,3, 

og. k{- + i MJ > kt m~ !it is Mother) i 1 •1~ , - ! .J ' 

l. 'L'he symbol /, / indicates a syllablE, boundary. 



o.6.o. ;,1on..PliO'l'ONmncs "=··--------

Where tlw tonomorphology requi.ros the sequonce /LH/ 

i.n a sin,c,;le f'yllablG, a iilorphotonc-,rnir. chango occurs, whex·oby 

/LH > HH/. The, .formation of the infinitive from the verbal 

radical / '-ngcc/ ( taks) iJ.luE:trate:" this. The /n/ of the radi.oo.l 

is high-toned. This is evidenced by the imp0rcJ,tive /nga/. It 

:I.a only rndi.oals of HL :c,tructure that have HL in the i.,nperati.ve 

,LLngular . 

0,7,0, IlH'Ol't.l\1AN'rS 

In Tbrot,soland wu had thrco main. informants~ In order 

to x•c;fl,'ot Lezi cFJ .i.t i.s spokcm nt th1o pre,c:ont ttnie and as it wi.11 

be spoken for the next generati.on or two, still realizing, of 

course, that Lozi. wi.11 continue to changCl, we c.b.ac4e young people 

aG ot~,r inform.ants. Nevertheless, W~) dld not mak~i E.:xclusive use 

of these, but chocb.ld m~my i. terns of vocabuln.ry and morphology 

with oth,Jr i . .nformants, both young a!1d old, In Johannosburg we 

hr-~.d tv.ro main ,informn.:nts 1 thei;e being rliiddlE3-aged rnen. U ~/HJ was 

mad,.,, of two other i.nformants in Johannosburg, but thoi.r contrib-

1,ti.on was not signific"!nt enough te merj.t gi.vi.ng dohJ..ilo concernin,g; 

thorn hero. 'rho follo,;ing ar.:,: tho tli.reL· informants :Ln Barotsol:1.nd: 

l. Mr Krwana i'iutumba, born i.n 1942 at J1ongu1 , Hi.s mothc:r· and 

:fl"cthur wcr(, both Lozi. and wr,:n, both born sit Tullgi. (w1ar i•longu), 

Ho lived at home v,ith both parents until hirJ fathc;r' s death in 

1953. He: conti.nm,d te livo w.i.th hi.s meth(,r until 1955, when, 

at her doath, ho went to li.vo with his aunt, a Lozi woman, 

also born at Tungi. lfo w0nt to school at Suful,/ in 1962 

r,md pat,sed Stande.,.x•d VII at tho 80fula Secondary SchooJ,, :in 

1963. Ho clpea}rn only .Englh;h and Lezi; 

2, Mr Akakulub(llwa "'i.shokanu, ':Jorn i.n 1941 in Bulawayo, In 

1948 ho moved to /fo:fula wi.th his ps.rcn1-tu and hns li. v0d with 

them since then, though ho hr::.s beon nway frGm how, a grHa.t 

doal, ofton for longi.ah periods, visiting other parts ef 

BareteeJ.and. His }l,'JX'onts Br<'J both Lozi, his fa then· havi.ng 

bCcJcm born at Mbu,lumalmnda (nenr NamurJhakcmdo) and his mother 

11,t Lukwa (nenr N,1mutJhakende). fieJ pDBSed cltandard VII at the 

1 o1 
1l'h is is us1J.;.::tll:y p.t'•onou.ncGd. /M1.mr~u/. 

2, 'rhi s is p.ronounccd /S.i_fula/, 



.... .IL 

3, Mr Sinutc, Sinyind1c, born ·t- 1941 at Jllongll, His parents are 

both Lozi and wur'c) oorn at Mongu. He parosod Standard VII 

at Mongu Socondary ~khool. fie speaks only English and L~1zi. 

'[·he follow.tng arc our cTohanncDburg .tnformanto: 

1. Mr T1uby,1na i"lufalali. ( alias Ander Don S.t t,ali), born in 1921 

at I,ealui1 . HEJ came to ,Johannesburg in 1937, He ho,s lived 

hero s.tnce tlien, though he has taken j_ntormi tt0nt \·.x•i.ps to 

Barotsoland lasting l,p to a year, He is m1,rried to a .Sotho 

woman. He has uuny oontnots among the 1,o,,;i peoplo .in Johan­

nci~~·burg1 He r::1pcr1ks only .V~ngli~·3h and Lozi; 

2. Mr Nelson Sitoli, born in 191G at Liunga (Mongu Di.strict, 

formerly Kalnbo Di.strict). Hi.fl parents wer,, both Lozi. 
2 His father was born at Sesheke , leaving the-arc when he, was 

about s~}Von years o1d.. He grew up in Sola (near i\i:ongu). 

His motlrnr was born in Libonda (Kalabo Djstrict). In 1938 

he passed Stondax·d VI st Lukone". He, cam,; to Johc1.unesburg 

in 1939. Ho has made several trips to Barotselond, one of 

tlvrne boing of three yoarr, dur,,,,tion and another of e:Lght 

ye A.rs. H8 i.,s married to a Lozi and has ext0ns:Lve oont;c1cts 

wj_th Loz i, in Johannesburg, He sp,)aks Lozi, English, Nyan,ja 

and some Beinba, 

1. 'Ihicl is pronounced /Lit1lui/. 

2. '!:his is pronouncc~d /S.idvflrn/. 



CHAl?'l'J~R 

'IT-Li!: NOUN CLASSBS 

1.0. ln tl·ds chupter, thu !1QJJ11. cler.:s prr:,Li.x sy1c:t(,m is 

consid0red. The tonal classes arc tre~tcd separately 

in ChPipter 3. 

12 

Morpholog:Lc,,.lJ.y, nouns i.n Lozi comprise ctt letuit three 

element:, - cl prefix, ,_1 stoni, .·tnd a tonomorpheme. By virtue of 

thoir vnryhig noun profixf:s, nount1 in Lozi c:•u1 be ,:ub-d:\.v.ided into 

::~ number of granun1:~.ticrtl clD,88eS} G~~,ch wi.th its own distinctive 

prGfj,x, With ec few rnodific:-i.ti_one, the \Vleinhof numbering system 

for the classes is used here1 . It is oo~oon to find c corralntion 

botwerm o. parti_cular pc.ir of cl.rnJt,es, the one ola,c:s contatning 

only or rw:dnly si.ngulo.r rwtms, and the oth8r, their oorrosponding 

plural forms, wh0re such exist. One particular cl.ass, however 9 

rn~1.y P'':i .. r w··> th two or more oth•?r oL'.ssr,s. Thu:;J, nomw of cl. 1, 

5, 9, 11 and 14 o.11 have oorre.L',t0d plur',lG in cl.. 6. Thero arc 

eighteen noun cl1::tescs :Ln Lor~.t ~ with 2.n n,ddi.t1onn.l thrc:~d -V(0St.i.giI,ll 

onefJ. The, L:ittr;r '.11'8 di.,sou:ic1ded und,,r 2 .. 19. 0. 

In some cas0s, cl. 5, Bx and 10, for instance, the 

noun prcfixc,s of two or r1orc., ol,1sr::cs are homophonoud. Neverthe­

less, even where the prefix of •1 noun loaves douJrt; as t() its clas(;, 

a study o:f j_tl, prcmomirnl :a.nd ooncordLJJ .... greomonts and oorrelo.tivo 

:atngular or plural form will 2nr,blo oiw to dGi:unn:Lne to whic:h class 

it bel.ong,J, 

1.1. Noun stei::ir; may oonipr.L3e :3i_x or i;-.ore distinct mox·­

phorncs. This L: pos,c::iblo, for· '":u1npJ.0, when a noun 

is darivEid frorn a verbal raclict1l incorpore.ting sevor2,l extensions, 

with the additional possibility of it having a reflexive prefix, 

c1nd then its elf hHv.ing ,1 di_J.1i_nut i ve ,mffix. The tononiorphologioal 

behaviour of such nouns, howev~:n', :U;, th~i si~.mb n.s for now1s of 

wh:lch thG stem :i.s li>ono1,1.orph,craio. 

1,2. All nouns have a tonornorpheme, and no,ms with £1. 

diminutivo suffix or cl.. 2~1 noun prefix have two. 

Nevortha1,,ss, nou11c:s incorporating 2 diminutive sufftx or cl. 2a 

l. Mninhof's pr,efixos 12 and 13 cJ.re :rcverc;ed. Thus, cl.. 1:2, 
/ka-/, and cl.. 13, /tu-/. Cl. ls and 2a were fi.rst recognized 
by Doke. 01. Bx was first recognized by Colo. Cl, Sy (see 
fn.2 ,2 .ll.l.) h::c.s not been rd.,ognizod elsewhere. 



noun prufix fit into one of ths torna.1 cl,~,s(,CS and hn.vc the same 

tono;;1orphologic.'.\l bohaviou:r ae nouns of oquiv·alent 2yllabic 

st;x•ucturc which do not Incorpor:.i.to orw of these o.ffixcs, Wi .. th 

rc1ati..vrily f\•:w o:coo·rti.ons, nouns b_e.1.onging to the lmr% tonu.l 

clwrn bohrn:o .i.dontic:,J.ly i.n the ,,,n.rne contozts, 

i3 



2.0.0. 

2.0.l. 

2.1.0. 

2.1.1, 

nlLna1 

Tnble of nolm prcf:ixes 

Class 

3. mu-•• ,, l.llW·- - ill- C,O ma-- "' li!O-

li. • mi.~ ,, :ny-- -· m-

li- - ly•- - 1-- 00 li :-• 

8. bi-~ by- - b- w bi1-

Dx li-- ,. z-

9, P·- oo N-

10. 1.i_p ... '" liN-

11. lu-- - lw•- - 1- oo lu:--

13. 
14. 

15. 

tu-

bu--

ku-•-

NOUN CLM::S_l 

-
-

tw-- -l;-

bw-- - b-

kw- - k-

/mu- _ mw-- - m .. - "' mu:-/ 

"' tu:--

, . .o bu:--

'l'hc nllomorph /mu:-/ occurs with the stem /-na/, 

(man) 1 b
,,, 

p ~ a,na 

,.,., 
' 

2 .1. 3. 1.'he allomorph /m--/ occurs with 8tems commencing in /o,u/.

In at 1f1•cq,:t some casoo /fau-/ oocun.; as a free alt,lrmmt 

to /m-/ with Rueb stems (see 2.1,5.). 

m.13mb,.,la 

m. Ornboci . .rnL-t 

m. Omb6lelwa 

( quiet per·'.c1on) 

( qui.et peTc,on) 

( kind per,wn) 

pl. rn.i r ombE~la 

mi .• ombocima 

mi. omb6lel11a 

1. '.~he symbol /. / wi.thi.n a word reprosents a morpheme boundax•y, 

2. In all cc:ses wh"n·e n form is f0llowed by a figure in brackE,ts, 
thiti figure reprcG,:mt(-i the class to which the preceding fo:r.m 
belongs, 



m.Bk:t. 
m, Bpoli 

m. ?l.ngeki 

m, UndungrLnyi 

(nurse) ba,oki 

( per,ion singing) b2t, opeli 

( str1.rter, bog·inner) ba. ungeki 

( troublesome penion) ba. undunganyi 

( 2) 

( 2) 

( 2) 

( 2) 

2, l. 4, The allomorph /rnw-/ occurs with c,tems oorn;c,encing in 

/a,e,i/. In at 100,st Sorne cas0s /mu-/ occurs as a free 

altr,irnant to /rnw--/ with such ,c,terns (see 2.1,5,), Note, however, 

that /mu-/ never occurE' with the stems /-ana/, /-onana/ and /-alya­

nj o/. 
mw.ana 

mw.,ana'na 

rnw,alyanjol 

mw.Rbi 

mw. Rbakf.1 ti 

mw,Ellabani 

mw~Hndalurne 

mw.'elwa 

mw.'eli 
.,..... . i mw. ,,my 

mw/Gti 

mw.B'ti 

" 1· m.w.eya 1. 

mw, '1lndaend1 

mw. ?h1d.alutaka 

"d . u.J mvf. crl, -~;i..nJ ang _t:1, 

" . rnw. J_si 

(child) pl, b,ana 

( c;hjJ_d) b, anana 

(giX•l just past b.aly:,{njo 

puberty) 

(distributor) 

(ladies' man) 

b .iibi 

( one who roll1i about) b, Rlabani 

( brave 1nan) 

(fool) 

(firr:t-born child) 

(visitor, stra.nger) 

(visitor, stranger) 

(sick person) 

( c.mrprised nerson) 

( :_)err~on always 

travelling) 

(fabulous being) 

(fabulous being) 

mi,andalume 

my .131wt::i. 

ba.eli 

ba.onyi 

ba.eti 

ba, {ti 

rni,0yali 

my. llndalutn.ka2 

my. end,ln .1 m:igula 3 

( send or, trnnsmi ttGr) ba. i.:oi 

( 2) 

( 2) 

( 2) 

( 2) 

( 2) 

( 2) 

(4) 
(4) 
( 2) 

(2) 

( 2) 

(2) 

(4) 
( 2) 

2.1.5. The allornot'Ph /mu••·/ occurs w1th all C-cmmnonoing stems 

oxo(ipt /-na/ and as a free al t0rnu.nt to /m-/ and /mw-/ 

with sevoral V•-commencine; stems, 

mu.atuli z. mw .1huli (judge) pl. ba, ~,:t'uli ( 2) 

mu,eti z. mw.8ti (visitor) ba.eti ( 2) 

mu.oki :::, m.Bki (nurse) ba.oki ( 2) 

mu.oli :::, m.01i (chiGf'G wife) ba.oli ( 2) 

mu.ungeki :::, " I • m.ung(HJ. ( st:),rtor, ba.u.ngeki ( 2) 

beginner) 

1. Varic1nt /mw,:J . .lanjo/ also occurs. 
2. Plural /bomwendalut,:ika/ ( 2a) also occur,,, 
3, Plural /bomwondanjangul,,/ (2a) also occurs, 



mu.tu (person) ba. tu r I i (2) 
(deceased person) 

·' .. ~; .,) 

mu.fu ba,fu -- . ( 2) 

mu.beti (carpenter) ba.beti ( 2) 
mu.kuli (sick person) ba.ku.li ( 2) 

mu.nuhi (diviner) ba,nuhi ( 2) 

mu,ltHi (teacher, ministGr) ba,luti (2) 

mu.e:Sl.i (woman) ba. sa'li ( 2) 

mu. tuli (blacksmith) ba, tuli (2) 

mu,hedeni (heathen) ba.hedenj. ( 2) 

mu o shlm1.:1.ni (boy) ba.shi'mani (2) 

2,1.6. _Number: Cl. l nouns are all si.ngular. Correlative 

plurals tlre prodom.inantly in cl, 2, For examples see 

2 .1. 5. Most namo,9 of tribes, nations, etc., have their 

plurals in cl. 6, A few, however, have their plurals exclusively 

or altern,tively in cl, 2, Sundry other nouns have their plurals 

in cl, 4 or 6. 

M-:,,.lozi 

Munk6Ja 

IV!ut6ka 

Mui'ndia 

Mukuwa 

IV!ushukulumbwe 

Muluya'na 

Musutu 

mucembole 

mulena 

nmkwae 

mutangana 

m"l3mbela 

mw"&lwa 

muzwile 

(Lozi) 

(Nkoya) 

(Toka) 

(Indian) 
(White) 

(Ila) 

(Luyaana) 

(Sotho) 

(old person) 

(chief) 

(prinCGSS) 

(youth) 

(quiet perrrnn) 

(fool) 

(friGnd) 

pl. Maloii 

Mank6ya 

M.-'.l.t6ka 

JV!ai'ndia 

Makuwa "'- Bakuwa 

Ma<ihukulumbwe 

::::. Bashukulumbwe 
B l ,, a uyana 

Basutu 

macembele 

malena 

~. balena 
mikwae 
l!Jitangana 

~ batanga"na 

miombela 

my'lllwa 

mizw8.le 

(6) 
(6) 
(6) 

(6) 
( 6 ::::. 2) 

( 6 ::::. 2) 

(2) 
(2) 

(6) 

(6 "'- 2) 

(4) 

Some cl, l nouns have two plurals, one in cl. 2, 4 or 6 depending 

on the nmm, and one in cl. 2a. The plurals in cl. 2, 4 or 6 are 
numerical plura.ls, while those in cl, 2a are honox•ific plurals. 

muluti (teacher) baluti (2) (teachers) 

boMuluti (2f,) (Honourable Mr '.l'eachGr) 



mulmm 

mukwae 

(chief) 

'I',,. 

balena (2) (chief,,) L.C/ 
bo.r'!tJ'.l<1na (2a) (Hot1ol<Tti.bl0 Chief) 

mHcwae (4) (princosrrns) 

boi'Iukwae (Your Royal Higlmc,['L1) 

2.,1,7, · §Jp;nificance: · · Thit·:1 cla~~1:~r (~o-ntn .. J.nt~ only pe:r::1onal 1101),fHJ. 

Names of tr:i_l:)ef.:.-;, nnti .. ons} r.::tc., are t1.ll in this clas~1. 

rnutu ( peT:con) pl~ batu ( 2) 

rnfuc::i (man) b(fnD. ( 2) 

Mubotnn°, ( ,,,mp2r) babotana ( 2) 

mulikani. ( frj_<ond) b1Jl:Lknn:L ( 2) 

iaul l se.,nj_ (h0rd) l)allsani (;;) 

rt!.l. .. l}1h6m.i ( p.1rc,nt) b2.1.sh0u1i ( 2) 

!'ilubcubrc. (Bemba) Mu.b()rnb:.a. ( 6) 

hukololo (I'.ololc,) l1akololo ( 6) 

1>Jur1.ycngo (Ny(mgo) M3.llYC',ngo ( 6) 

2.2,0. 

2.2.1. 

/ba- - b- oo ba ,- '·" b0-/ 

2.2.2. '.l'h,2 a}J.,:n,1,)rph /be, .. / occurc: cu3 [', d:i_alectal or j_d:i_oluctal 

alter•nnnt ·to /b~i. .. -/ ,.:it;h thu :it0<m /""!:Ii/, 

be. r;j_ 

bff. na 

]_ 
.... ba.o i ( owncrrJ) sg. .l 

iffU .• :J l 

'l'b.e :>J1(w,orph /ba ; .. / occurc, ;.;i.tb tlw Est em /-•na/. 

(1) 

(1) 

2.2.4, The :.1ll:1~0Tph /b·-/ OCCUTL1 w.i th ~:tcnne co1rw:1r)(•C.in,'3: .i.n /a/. 

/be,-/ ooourc: EC: a free al tornant to /b-/ w:Lth all m,ch 

st Gm(; czcor,t /-,wr,/, /-anJna/ and /-·a1y6njo/ ( 2,c)f) 2. 2. 5.). 

b.ana 

b.alyanjo 

( ch.ild rc,n) mw, ,1mfoa 

( t 1 
, . 

gi.rls jm, , r•:J,.,t mw. FL y::m.J o 

pubor•·ty) 

(1) 
(l) 
(1) 

1. 1rhtn ricn.l.n J_s u.ned. only .i.n 1,1or-~et·;e~1i ve construct tons whu:r.e it 
occu.rs ns tlte possesses~ 



b. ?lbi 

b,alafi 

b .lila bani 

(distributors) 

(doctors) 

(pE)Oplc rolling 

mw. llbi 
mw. lll,Jfi 

mw.alabani 

Ti) 
(1) 
(1) 

about) 

2. 2. 5. The all,~morph /ba·-/ ocours with all stc/lls except /-na/,

/--ana/, /·-amina/ and /.-alyanjo/, /b-/ occurs as a 

free alternant with other stems commencing in /a/. 

ba.abi :,_ b,'i:lbi (distributor•s) sg. 

ba.alali ~ b,Hlafi (~actors) 

ba, eti ( sick pGOple) 

ba,oli 

ba.undunganyi 

ba. tu 

ba.lim.i 

ba.lauli 

ba. p6t.i. 

ba, t\fli 

ba.c6ni 

ba,fu.ruahali 

ba,hulwani 

(chief'n wives) 

(troublesome people) 

(people) 

( fl, .. rmo'l:'s) 

( di v:\.ners) 

(visitors) 

(blacksmiths) 

(people who have 

boon away from 

home a long time) 

( quec,ns) 

(older brothers, 

elder r:,isters1
) 

mw.Nbi 

mw,glafi 

mw.@'ti 

mu.,oli · 

rn,Undunga.nyi 

mu.tu 

nn;.. limi 

mu.lauli 

mu,poti 

inu, t1.l'.li 

mu. c6ni 

mu, fumf{hal i 

mu, h1flwnni 

2.2.6. Number: Cl, 2 nomw are ell plural. Correlative 

s.i.ngulars nr0 in cl. 1. For examples see 2,2,5, 

2.2.7. 

2.3.1, 

2.3.2, 

It~ significance is as for its 

correlative sj.ngulars. 

NOUN CLASS h:& 

l':12£12h0Jogy ~refix: 

/1/J.-/ 

All cl, la nouns have tho prefix/¢-/. 

(1) 
(1) 
(1) 
(1) 
(1) 
(1) 
(]. ) 

(1) 
(1) 
(1) 

(1) 

(1) 
(1) 

susu2 (deaf person) pl. bos'i'.l'.su (2a) 

ndate (f,'Lther) bondate (2a) 

1. /bahi.liwani/ means "ulder siblings of the same sex". i.e. 
cilder brothe:r,c; of a male ai,d elder 11tr3terr., of a female, 

2. This has variafft /sh{fshu/. 



tombwe 

n,:1.lwr:tnge 
, 

£:4 a,{)<~ ng a 

shdkrune 

i''luleta 

kayundula 

na!)ungol61e 

·'J ·1 J l i .ranc u, .wa 

l .. tm1dubo,Fmp;a 

Ak<kulubolwa 

( :c•,i.nbow) 

( C '··' H·' '·' '·""'r ,t) J,.,.uu-L~~ ''t'..:> L 

( il:Jd pc ruon) 

(hare) 
( wo::1ar.' s n11me) 

(wi·tchdoctor~ person 

:,ho hoes q1-1.iokly) 

b(ltewbwe [i ''/ J (2a) 
bonalwange ·-· (2a) 

b , ., (2 ) OGap~).nga ,,,'.3.. 

bcfr;hdkame 

boJ:luleta 

bokayundul(i, 

( 2a) 

(2a) 

(2a) 

( b 
, , 

per?;on who ptcks up on-3-Dungelcle (2a) 

jm0:t anythi.ng h0 

sees lyinc on th0 

· g1ound) 

( very B"tro:t.lG mn.:n.) 

(r.:p, of tree) 

( mn.n ' ,s na:a10 ) 

boi'.lmndulwa (2a) 

bo{tundub<Swang;;i. (2a) 

boAb(kulubelwa (2a) 

l!f:\J!!U2£X.l. Cl. la nouns are m11inly singular but .include 

.c;ome nout;:•aJ. onos, Correlntivr; plun11.'.s are nm.inly in 

cl. 2n. F'or c::~1mplec1 Sh) 2.3.~2. A :few ol. la nounr; lwvu two 

plnrah1, onu i.n ol,, lU and cn:.e :,_n cl. 28.. The cl. 10 plurals are 

rn@cr.ion.l plural,~, T,hi.lr; thu c:J .• 2,.\ plural cs are honorific plural:,.

ngarDbola 

lJ_ncr:unbola 

b 6"Hgr=u11.b e ],:---:i ,., 
kaize'l.iL 

( prirnr,; ,nin ir, t er) 

( 10) ( r,ri.lirn '·"ini.sters) 

(2a) (Ilonoun1blo !Vlr I1rimc Minister) 

(sister, brother3) 

likai:,,Sli. (10) (si.st(:rs, brothers) 

b6Ka.ii~t{li ( 2a) (}LonolU'D.ble fli.B't~~r, Brother) 

mbt~tutu. (bo.by) 

l.i.mb1J.tut11. ( 10) ( babj_(),'l) 

boi!/b1Hutu ( 2a) ( d,,,,.r Baby) 

;_)j_p:nifi .. QJJ,nco: 01. la contains several l-cinc;hip terms; 

all r,,.lr'rrnrv\J. rn:,.mcs, n. few .,,.nimal rvunes and pcr,rnni.f.ied 

n.nimu.1 nr::.rne:t~: r:J..nd a nurnbc:_r of misc,~11::::i.noous persunal nnd :i.rnp~3rsona

l10'l..lllS .. 

2 ,3. 4.1. 

rnrnn. 4 

kuku 

(mother) 

( grand:x1.rcmt) 

V-n.rin.nt /:(k::,,ndif.lw,.,/ aJ.,·.;o 0001J.rf:. 

T'hi' ,, h···" ·vn=1-··-,,·0 + /·1,•·-.,JJ </ ~,, , :.,., •,•.L. , Iv . ,.\-i'J\..- ,.,L, u 

pl. bornn 

b6kt1ku 

1. 
2 • 
:1 . /ltaizlli/ \ncan:.~ "r;ibling of th(~ oppos:i.to sex''. 

of r.1 t\lt:tle n.r:i.d brotb.cr of a femnl~~ ~ 
4, TlJ..is hn.s var'.Lt1nt /rn1t.c/. 

( 2 n.) 

( 2a) 



ndat,, 

lll'.'ilusne 
1, • ·'1 · l l.'.fl,J_ZC J_ 

iVh:i.by1{na 

I ., l b , ,,unc n.m ·0.yu 

Kakmiha 

W:tna 

Sirrnsiku 

Kancc,le 

cf. k,U\cc,le 

13 ir.nb o tw c:1 

cf. simbotwo 

Ngwo 

cf. nttWO .,,, 

narm,kuk:., 
a .2 n .1U 

nc:tt(tp t.::, ~- ' 

S,1~.rnaV,i"'~lW8. 

rn.noi.? 

<'..-
nal) i nkw::t 

im1£lukn. 

:i'.nnmgungu 

sanasulw,; 

( :t':1th er) 

(mot.rnal uncle:) 

(Dieter brothor) 
' 

( -~fOr.Ja.n' 2- nd.me) 

( '"'l"I /l I S Tl'l r"' -~) \J.Js:., .. ;.,.1t] 

(partrjdg0) 

( fr•og) 

(9) (lcop,,rd) 

( spj_nc:t er) 

( fishorrnrm: 

( whe.t' r1~~his-na,me) 

( infr,rtile man) 

(who?) 

( ki .. nd of thick 

POJ:J'.'idg,,) 

( (1/iiallpox) 

( k:1ro r.:~s) 

( fish:Lng ::ipoar) 

(hare) 

NQ__UN .Q,LASS 2a 

2, 4.1, 

/bo-/ 

b6'ndate 

b6mal1JJ.1~e 

likaizl'li 

bo'Mubytfoa 

bdLundnmbuyu 

boK,{ktwho 

b6Wina 

b6Simasiku 

boK::fnoc,lc 

tunoele 

boS{mbotw1., 

limbotwc 

boNgwe 

lingwo 

bd"namukuka 

b6ndui 
b" , ongote 

b6:JitmawtJ."\IJf::l.. 

bd"ma:i :i.? 

b(Jimuluka 

bo {rnungtf.ngu 

bO sn.nasul ·we 

20 

(2a) 

(2a) 

(10) 

( 2,1) 

(2c1) 

( 2R) 

(2a) 

(2a) 

(2a) 

(13) 
(2a) 

(8:x:) 

(2a) 

(10) 

( 2a) 

(2a) 

(2a) 

(2a) 

(2a) 

(2a) 

( 2a) 

(2a) 



All cl. 2a noun::;; hn.ve l;h1c, prefix /bo-/, 

bo, ti'.o,Jle 

b6,nalitwi 

b6, sahuhula 

bo.{ohee 

b r';I'' ' • 
0 oL1l::!SlUJr.t 

b<l. cJnnde 
., ✓ b bo. :,iafim a 

bo,naliolo 

b6. m,113hwfka 

pl. ticelu 

( duotrno1) 

( ·,ri· 1·1ce•··•c~ 1-.,r.,' .I:- • '·' ,.__ ,, !_I 

(cicadas) 

( ugly p,0,ople) 

(fools) 

i.J.legi timate child) 

nalj. twi 

sahuhula 

lshee 

,.,. . . ]_ 
blOSlnJa 

sonde 

nnliolo 

Ka,;;hw'r!'ka 

(la) 

(la) 
(la) 
(la) 

(la) 

(la) 

(la) 
(la) 
(la) 

Nurnqyr: Cl. 2c, nouns ,.1r,1 all plurr,l. Cor:r(,l:"ci;.i_vo 

,s-tne~ular17.l r:\r(~ pr(~domlnr-.1.nt.ly in cl~ lc:i., For examples 

seo :.: ,4-.2, Ther(; ,\hi sporudio ocour·ronoec; of correl'7.tion with cl. 

7, 9 •1.nd 11. 0~ .. 2a r,leo ocounc cw honoriftc plur,1,l of r:om<c cl. l 

nouns n.nd no hns correlat.ivG st.ngul:-:irrJ in thif.i Ql:·:-tus. 

' 
8 i.luk61 wa 4 ('7)5 b6siluk.6lwa .L ( cc1,t'.JrpiJ .. la,rs of sg·~ 

a parti.ct:tlar spoc:i.01:,1) 

b 6 siJ.::e{rctI)f°\fw:.:..1.. 6 (h0trno-bats) · k ' "f s.1. .n.mpa ·wa (7)5 

bd'rw.J.umbwa ( ,•.nthills) nalumbwn. (9)5 

b6 ::i ondw<tuya ( fa bul OU('J water !)ondwituya (9) 
boa,ot:oJ) 

b6lulimn7 ( f:'.'ui t-bn.tro) lul:i'.ma ( ll) 

bol<1.lkv-r~.10 (Honotn-8ble PrinceuB) mukvrae ( .l) 

b oM'ul 1St i (Ho.noura.bJ.e MJ'.' muluti ( 1) 

'.fot,ohor) 

boH1.flena (Honourecble Ch:Lef) muleua ( 1) 

oorrol.rttod DingularG, This cla1m m,:iy :l.ndi.cato honor.if.i

:,s woll :1,01 numuri.cal p1urtili ty, 'l'hus ,/boTnffne:o/ in:ly ref ex' ei t.her 

to two poople callod /1'.n3nge/, or i.t may be a polj"·:_;,, for•rn of 

1, Thi:J hnc1 variant /mifainja/, 
2. '.rhi,1 h:.is var.i .. ant / snfw{mpn./, 
:~. Plural /bilukc:\'lwa/ (8) aleo occurs 
4, This has variant / cli"lukoJ.we/. 
5. '.l'h.is noun al GO ooouro in r:l. la. 
6. Plurr,lo /li.kf:tmpftfwa/ (Bx) nnd /bikSmpa'.fwa/ (8) al.so occur. 
7. J'lur:11 /rnal{ma/ ( 6) al.so <)ccurtc;. 



2,5,0, 

2, 5, 1. tlorphg_lop;y of prd:'ixes: 

/mu.- _ mw- _ m+• oo ,.n.1- oo mo-/. 

2,5,2, The allomorrhs /ma .... / ::rnd /mo-/ occur as idiolectal 

alternantt to ~mi-/ with tho stem /-sik!to/. 

ma. sikft ::i ,::. (mosqui to:-rwt) pl. mi. sik:(to 

rrn.1,~ siklto :::.. mo, sik:Ctci 

2,5,3, The allomorph /m-/ occurs with sterns OO!lll11Uncing in 

/o,u/. In ,1t Ln·.uit s::imc c'.ises /mu-/ occurs as rm 

altornant to /m-/ with such stems (see 2.5,5,) Note, however, 

that /mu--/ novor oooun, with tlw st oms /-oya/ or /-oyo/. 

rn .• oyn 

m,oyo 

m .. OJ.to 

m.13.kcila 

m, c3ndo 

" . trl II OD{'"Olil/J,lll 

m, En{.~U 

" ,/. i m, ongw,.,mu 

m ~ <3rno 

m~Ulu 

" ill t i.lp(l, 

m.Utwa 

" m.,mgu 

" lll, Ui.JO 

(brm.1th, Sl_)irit) pl. mi.oya 

(life, lwalth, mi.oyo 

hlmrt) 

( r.lfl.l'Y'()W) rni,oko 

(blood from the no Be )mi. okola 

(sound of fl drum 

beaten at ohiof's 

hous(; as a si.p:n of 

rujoi_oing) 

( bcmt obj c,ct) 

( purnpkin) 

(op. of tree) 

(root of true used 

:Js f0nnent) 

( doctored snake--

(,kin ok,rm) 

(weal) 

(thorn) 

(promontory) 

( governmcm t) 

mi,ondo 

mi, ongonmni 

mi. ongu 
. , . 

mi,ongwomui 

mi,omo 

mi.ulu 

mi.upa 

mi.,.Hwa 

my,\lngu 

my.Uso 

(4) 
(4) 

(4) 
(4) 
(4) 

(4) 
(4) 

(4) 
(4) 

2.5,4, The allomorph /mw--/ occurs with stems oomrnonoing in 

/a, e, i/. It is po:,;r:i.ble that in some oases /mu-/ Mly 

occur ap, an nlterrnmt to /mw-/ though no examples o:f this have 

bem1 ubsorved, Not<:,, how0v0r, th,ect /rnw-/ would newer occur 

wi tJJ tho ::,t,w,s l-•,m/ or /-aha/. 



mw.an 

~1w, aha 

" mw.u.n.ge 

" mw. arnw,:=:. 

n.rw n 0.10 

mw. [i:lu. 

mw.Hmbo 
mw. }1rn1a 

mw·. Rlffla 

mw,tli 

mw.'llndano 

(oourage) 

(yonr) pl. 

(typo of drum) 

(hoop) 

(pnz,:ling thing) 

,' '1•1 ·b·' '·· ,··1·· ,ec1"·o·rn) \ .I,. • .. • .l., I,, t ,, -'-l ,I J -

( hundr,,d) 

(white river-sand) 

( c.h,:illow wa tor) 

( o C\,'3 rc,;1 va) 

(knife) 

(border) 

( ro.ce by differ,mt 

rou·b,1,) 

( nrw, h5.gh 9 gr•<:;1 o.n 

grass) 

mw.ilo (taboo) 

r·· ·.1 
~--··· r;,.. 

my.aha (4) 
mi. 1::1,ngo (4) 

mi. amwcL ( 4) 

my.Ela ( 4) 

"1 my.au (4) 
my. ?lmbo (4) 
my,tinda (4) 
rnJ .• ttlffla (4) 

mJ .• angi.flal:3. ( 4) 

mi, .stnja (4) 
mipGle ( 4) 

'"1. my.e i (4) 
mi. end.'.1no (4) 

mi. E:ngolble ( 4.) 

mailo (4) 

2. 5. 5. 'rho n.llo:.:orph /mu--/ oocurr, wi.th all C--commrmoing lltnn,s 

iJ,nd tts ;_::.t. free r:1,l turn::::.nt to /m-/ with f:10.me :stert:1_(.1 com­

r;;cncing in /o, u/, It ;U1 i•O:•llibl.<➔ thnt /mu-/ might 00011.r n.s nn 

ri,ltr;rn:'1.nt to /-r:1w-.. / wi.th some otGm,s corrr.ne.ncing in /n; e ~ i/. 

mu,6mbo (sp. of river bird) 

mu, 1iku ... r,,. Hku ( chu.ff) 

mu. lo ( gx•avy) 

i:tlU,lomo (mouth) 

mu. l:0 i (hair) 

mu, bj_li (body) 

rnu,k61o (dugout) 

mu. kur1h1fko ( bJ'•cea1cf:u0;t) 
, ' mu. n,ce,un J a 

rnu, sh:i'.tu 

mu,lolcngwa 

( Gide drrdn) 

( bu.,:ih, fore et) 

(work) 

( peonu t rmu.c e) 

1r.i t 6mbo 

mi.uku 

,:•, 

mi. J.01•1~ 

mj,, l:lli 

mi. bili 

;ni, 11:610 

mi.. ktrnh1fko 
' , ' 

!UJ .• ngun J a 

rnj_. nhJ'tu 

(4) 

(4) 
(4) 

(4) 
( 4) 

(4) 
( 4) 

( 4 ) 

(4) 
(4) 
( 4) 

m,lR!.Q.S!L!. Gl. :5 nouns u:re i;1ainly ciingulo.r, though a 

few :-i.ro noutx·•1l. Ccx·relativc pluralD u.ro in all 

castL.: i.n cl. 4, except i.n tho Kwn.nd:i. dialect wh'1r,:, secondary 

nonns1 o.f cl, 3 h:w'1 thuir pluJ~als in cl. 8. l'OJ~ ex,-,.mplcrJ of 

1, ::'-~t! . .cond.J,.rv .n.r.:run:} ar~. noun:-_:, which h;~tvd ?tll.l:_:r:wnta.tive 1 

,1.tte:n1tttJ-vu, diffl.nutive, o.ruelior,,tjvo oi:• p,,jor,·ati .. ve sig~· 
nii'ic.:-it:'l.ccb rc~~ul-tj_ng from subs·bj_tutj_o,n of -~··.:rcf:i.xes. 



corroL,tj_on with cl. !1, soc 2. 5. 5, For cxaiaplos of oorrelationr·· 
7 L 

with cl. 8 BOO 2.5.-,5. 
7 

2.5,p, !3.ignific:u100: Cl, 3 contn.ins tho n~'J:ieE< of r•?. nun1bor of 

partf1 of the body, rnc~ny tree and plant n:.-imon ~ ~~evcral 

uni.G'.tD.l n.·1men .;1nd a lnrgc numb or of .t'!l5.scoll~lnGous impersonn.1 nouns, 

In tl::10 Kw--i.ndi dialect of Lozi th(: _cl. 3 11rcfix occurs as nn rvigrnen•­

btt:Lvc profi.x.
1 

In otl:wr dial.cots too, one or ·two cxar,1pl,w of the 

nug::·.cntat i_ve signi fic,11100 of cl, 3 nouns have been obGCl'Vod, 
7 

2,5,1.1; Parts of tho body:_ 

1t1unwano. 

unk.okoto 

r!lOYO 

i;,ul.nl:1 

.:•,ul o rn.o 
"7 

2.5.~.2. 

" rnw.~:ing..:.'i 

mwandc 

1:iub1i'.yu 

, 1' 2 1::itu1zr1u i 

L1U.1J \·,ti 1 i 

" I mwangolala 

( throi,t) 

(finger) 

(brrnk) 

(hcnrt) 

(neck) 

(mouth) 

(sp, of tr·oe : 

Af s e 1 ia q un~~1..~) 

(s_p. of true, brtobab: 

Adc.rwonj_n di..g.i tata) 

(sp. of tro,J : 01!_:/.-= 
bourti::t col.0osporinn) 

(op. of tree, lead­

wood: Cor.,bretwrr j,m-.:;:: 

borbc) 

( »p, of tree: Po.­

r~opsun b.r,.;1.zzcana) 

Al:li w,.d. 1 if c, : 

xaukornbwo 

ri:iu,1n,b1Sna 

Lmtobo 

tninn.r, i 

l,lU.nyopi 

mukut{hu 

(cock) 

( k,c>.ffir :r•ctil) 

( :r·cedbnck) 

(.c,10c1qui.to) 

(leech) 

r:::.iuizo 

m.tnw;:ina 

mikokoto 

mioyo 

milal:J 

r:i.ilomo 

1:1i[tngo 

u,L:mdc 

mib1fyu 

min.zr{uli 

mi.zwili 

miang[.\lr1.ln 

miko1:1hw0 

I Ji uln buria 

mitobO 

wim_\ D :l 
. , . 

/JllnyOpl 

nilrntulu 

(4) 
(4) 
(4) 
( 4) 

(4) 
(4) 

(4) 
(4) 

( 4 ) 

(4) 

(4) 

(4) 

(4) 
( 4) 

(4) 

( 4 ) 

(4) 

l. This i_nfortntion was obtcdned from M:r Ncl(,1O11 3j_t,ili and is 
not based on personal observation. 

2. This hti.13 VG.rinll't /Lnuz·1:{uJ .. i/. 



·, 

(bell) 

(v,,gut.'1bl,1) 

(doorwfly) 

(lnw) 

.J 
mulangu 

mul6ho 

munyako 

n:iul,,io 

nrnshabati 
. J l'.l .1 lil'U.Z'1l .: ··~ l 

mukok6lombwa 

7 
2,5.~.5. 

mutnfulu 

of. t,:l'.fule 

mut6ho 

cf, toho (9) 

nn.mdu 

cf. ndu (9) 
nrnl1fndu 

cf, lj_lund.u 

2.6.0. 

(sand) 

( f1•u sh iliilk) 

( wD.t c,r fur:cow or 

dratn) 

( ::1nall pox) 

(a large table) 

(table) 

(a big huad) 

(head) 

( lt-ti1ge hut) 

(hut) 

( :,t00p hill) 

( h:i.11) 

2.6.1. MC,J;:J!.holo£,Y of Pnifi~ii'l'!..l. 

/nj_- - i;iy .. , -· m-/ 

mj_J.,w1gu 

ndloho 

minyako 

milao 

misbab{ti 

mikok61ombwa 

pl. bi k(fule 

lit:ifule 

bi t,Sho 

li t6ho 

b.i.ndu 

boll undu 

maJ.1fodu 

( 4) 

(4) 

(4) 
(4) 

(4) 

(4) 

( 8) 

(10) 
(El) 

(10) 

(8) 

(6) 

(8) 

( 6) 

2.6.2, 1Chc ,:::,J.Jornorph /m-/ ocour13 with stems oom;oeno.ing .in /i/. 
It is po13sible thn.t the allomorph /m1.-/ mrcey occur us 

an altc'rm,.nt to /rn-/ with uuoh :c;t0,.m though no OMJEH3 of this l'H1vc 

been observed. 

m.ilo (taboos) r:-1g. rnw. ilo (:3) 

2.6.3. The a1J.o,Jor,,h /rsy-/ occurs 1·1i th st0mo co1u;nencing in 

/a~ c ~ o, u/ a In at leant SOH!(:J cn.nes /mi"-/ occllY'G 8.S 

a.n .'J,l tr:.;rnr·.nt to /my•-/ wi.tti. f3uch r.~tcrt.!.G. ( see 2. 6 o 4 4) 

" b ny. o.m o 

n,y , clrnb e L.1 

uy. lltc 
.:uy. Clwa 

( h [J.b it u ' CUl,<'C ()DU} ) 

(quiet puopl0) 

(fools) 

1. 'rhi13 h,0 ,s vari,\nt /mnnzil:i'.'li/. 

~( cl' mw, ?.Jri1,bo '-'t:_, a 

m,c,rnbcla 

mw. llto 
mw. ElJ_wa 

(3) 

(1) 
( 3) 

( l) 



my.1nda 
my,tl.lu 

" b . ,Tty. om· o c J.lila 

(hundredi,) 

(doctored enake-

1,kin charms) 

( qui .. ot people) 

mw.'l-lnda 

m,\llu 

m,ombocima 

(3) 

(3) 

(l) 

2,6.4. Thu allo:morph /mi-/ oooure with all C-coi;.t,r,oncing stem,1 

and with most V-coillJ',.lUnoing stems. 

mj_. 1.fco ::... rr.y ~ {-fr~o (governments) ~?g * .rr.1 D 1'.Iso 

rni.ulu :::. my,l1lu (doctored :c;nake- rn.UJ.u 

m.i .. omb0l:1 "'­
,, -b rny. om GlCl 

mi. 6rnbo 

mi. 1ftw&1 

r.ai. r.:ihobo 

mi,rnb,Ha 

mi II kwnJ.{w tl 

mi,lo..ka 

mi. lirfni 

mi.sanga 

rJ,in oh,;,rms) 

(quiet p0ople) 

(sp. of river bird) 

( thorrrn) 

(tribes, nations) 

(brJds) 

( ,;hadows) 

(roads) 

( c,.c1.ttJ.e krcw.ls) 

(mcdi.oines) 

( c ip;(tx-EJt t es) 

ru.Ombe.la 

mu* 6~i)bo 

rn.Gtwa 
mu, c:hobo 

!.i.ltt. mbGtct 

rnu,Ltka 

mu.1.tclni 

mu, G?.nga 

( 3) 

( 3) 

(1) 

( 3) 

(3) 

( 3) 

(3) 
(3) 

( 3) 

(3) 

(3) 

(3) 

2.6,5, Numbo:r-i Cl. 4 no1mf1 are all plural. Correlative s,i .. ng-· 

1Jli',rc1 are ma.i.nly in cl. 3. l'or exf.lmplNJ ('lee 2. 6. 3. and 

2.6,4, A. few i.rrntmrnc,,,; of oorrelah.on with cl. l o·cour. 

J. 
:t!'1i tangin,·,1 

mizwtile 

mtkwtto 

myOR1bcJ_a 

miombcl'J.<JJ.wa 

(youths) 

( fri ,Jn.ds) 

(princeescs) 

( qui.rJt people) 

(ldnd pc,ople) 

sg. l,mtangi{rm (l) 
rnuzw8 .. 1e ( ]_) 

mu .. kwae (1) 

mOmbult:1 ( l) 

moub6l(,1Wa (1) 

2.6.6. /?_:j,g_Q,i,ficrmoe : The ,;Lgnifioanoe ie the, r1s:,rne as for 

its C()rrelt:i,tive t;inguli-::1,:rs. 

2,7,l, 

m;mn OLA§J~.5. 

&'!orpholQ1.:;x of prof:!,._&,_9,J. 

/11- - ly- - 1- oo 11:-/ 

J.. Plu.:.rr•.l /batD.nm£na/ ( 2) al.cw oc,!1"1rrP. 



The ullom(Jrph /1.i~/ occ11rs with the stem /-na/. 

13'..na 

1rhe :;-1.lloL'!O:rph /1 .. ~/ ocGurs v.ri.tb. r::item,:; comn~encing in /J./. 
In [1.t le:::.tst 1f;:-:omo casee /11 .. ~/ occl:n"fJ :::·H? rJ, frGe 1-:i.l tern:J.nt 

to /1-/ with such stG~B 

l. 

2' 

l. '£b.-·t ( d(lV(J) pl. m:-:1 .• i'ba ( 6) 
l.tto 11. itc (eye) m'e.to 1 ( 6) --

1.Y.no 11. 
✓ 

·- i.no (tooth) ,, 
me.no 2 (6) 

1/fso ( hc;ri.rth, f" l ··) 1I'C),,. 0.C8 
., 3 

fil,3,, J_~JO ( 6) 

1'ho c1.llomorph /ly~·/ occu:r·s ·wj_-th ce:rt~Lin :-:~tc:-.:11,::; corn­

n1011cing in /n,u/. 

ly.lliigu 

J " d .. y. un · \JJilutne 

·1 "·1 'l ... y,.u .. u u 

(type of fishing net) pl. 

( jwot duveloping 

breast of a girl) 

(sp. of oo.torpillar) 

( cool cloud in(<,,,) 

( desirt'! for s::t.l t 

things after one has 

d:i·unk a let of alcohol) 

ma. omba ( 6) 

ma,oln-miloln4 (6) 

rna.ungu (6) 
w,. undumume ( 6) 

The alloE1orph /11---/ occur,; with all C-oo:.:. ,iJncing stu:11,1 

::.nd ·with ;._\_ nu::.:J.l'H)r cf V-comn1eno.i.ng t-3tcrne. 

11.oma 

(royu.l kitchon) 

( roy'.t1 dn11n) 

(pnrtinlly dried 

pl, ma Q t:jnga 

rna.oma 

( 6) 

( 6) 

(6) 
, 15 .. onyenF1. rna. on;yena 

me,'lt o:r fjrsh) 

'!'he stem ucwd. here 11:,:u; two allomor·phG / --{to 
allomor-ph /--to/ occurs with the prd'ix /r:1<-_1 :-/. 
I .,{to/ occurs in clll other cases. 

Th,3 st,,,m u,,ed hero h:r'l two allnmo:rphr1 ..•. / •-{no 
allomorph /-·no/ occur·n wi. th the prc:C:i.x /mo:--/. 
/-{no/ occuro in tlll other ccu::;t:H.:l. 

co --to/. Th() 
'l'he al:-.omorph 

oo --no/. 'l'rlc' 
'Che nllorno:rph 

3, Plu:ral /mcfoo/ P,lso ooeure,, Thm; tlrn noun stern here has 
n.11ornorphs /-·.Cc·o "'' -,rn/. 'l'he allomor.ph /-·c10/ occ;ur,1 with the 
prefix /me:-/. The ~llomor·ph /-{so/ occurs in aJ_l other cases. 

4. /lyillu.-a,ulolr:.t/ .i .. s a eompc/und noun, /rnulola/ ( ash) b-:iing a 
noun of (;]_. 3, plural /rnilola/ ( 4). In thii plural tho pro:l'i.xes 
of both nouns rnc,king mi thfc, form change. 'l'huB the for.m 
/inaoL,--rn.i.loJ.a/. 



l.i_. ornbfJlrnlo 

li. ctlrnnyctni 

li. E•.bwa 

li.cwe 

l i. b i to, 
li. konde 

li.tolo 

li.tutwa 

li. 16mlH~t 

li.katulo 

(po.tch of Imtor in 

which Cr:LSS!J.Va is 

sooJ.(·ed.) 

(wild dog) 

( C'.Hl/'ll) 

(utone) 

(dcin) 

(blister) 

( wfJt-ge_rdrm furrow) 

(:,hoe) 

rna. oni'bekc:7 .. o 

,na. nk:myani 

rna.abwa 

ma. cwo 

u1a. ·oita 

ma. kond~~ 

mn. tn.lo 

rr..n t t-cttwec. 

ma.lomba 

lllfL katulo 

( 6) , .... , ..•.. 
' I 

' -1!>., 

( 6) 

( 6) 

( 6) 

( 6) 

(6) 

( 6) 

( 6) 

( 6) 

( 6) 

2.7.(i. Nu.mbe:i;:1 Cl, 5 nouns r:.re m:J_inly FJingulctr, though a few 

are n,iutr::,1. Correl,:,;ti ve plurals of priJnary nouns arc, 

all in cl. 6. For exampl00 see 2.7.5, Secondary nouns have their 

Birsn:ifio,.•1.nrfJ: Cl. 5 contains the names of many parts of 

tho body, espGc.ially those that go in pnirs, mnny animnl 

n~.ml.'.~.S, and a nurnb0x· of rJisct➔ J..l:.1.n1•JOU,~~ pe:r'sono.1 ,'.::1.nd :Lmpursonf1l nouns 1 

liz6ho (hand) 

li.heta ( shou.ldcr) 

liLfola 
' ,,, 1 

1 ;i_hwo.:rn. 

lizwe'lo 

liutu
2 

(cheek) 

( arrap:Lt) 

(breast) 

(foot) 

2,7.7.2. Animal n2.me~?: 

li:r,wii 

1 i :)Wf;tL{l a 

lino!)u3 

libombolwa 

likondondo 

( lechw,i) 

(sp, of crow) 

( vul tur•e) 

(sp. of black ant) 

( c,mtiped,-l) 

rnazo'ho 

mo.heta 
mr:.1Glm.a 

JTic\hwcH'J 

m,:1zw8le 

mnutu 

Elazwii 

ma::i walal 'l. 

m:'lnODU 

mabombolwa 

makondondo 

( 6) 

( 6) 

(6) 

( 6) 

(6) 

( 6) 

( 6) 

( 6) 

( 6) 

( 6) 

( 6) 

l. 'l'his hus vari..ant,s /likd'.fwn/ nnd /lihafwa/. }Tote the 1.,eta•­
th,:,sio occur:l'.'ing in /lihwci'.fn __ lihrffwa/. 

2, 'l'his has variant /lihutu/. 

3. Th.is hns v:u·iont /lino!)/. 



likw:·,mbti'.yu 

J..j_t,-:cnyn 

2,7,7,4, 

lil ,shct 

Jj_l1indu 

lit:ingu 

libon6bono 

(councj_Jlor) 

( b 1,cholor) 

( drunk'.Tnl ) 

( co 0 •,J) 

(hill) 

(::mn 

( fo1kt -,le) 

( c:cstor pl:.\nt) 

mn.l.a,:ht1. 

m(,l 1.fad u 

m:ttangu. 

m,•.bon6bono 

ltnu. ( te,11, fn t rn~rn) pl. btna 

of . m una ( l ) ( 1:l""'.11 ) b 1(n_., 

li.sc'cli ( t:1.ll, plump wom·.in) 

of. musci'.li. ( 1) ( wom:,n) 

lilal:, (thick ''bul~' neck) 

of. mulnla (3) (neck) 

lilukwe ( lnggy trov.ssrs) 

of. bul1{kwe ( 14) ( tromJers) 

linw:1.nc. ( podgy fing,n·) 

of. munwnnn (3) (finger) 

2.8.0. l10lJN CLASS 6 

2 ,8.L 

b.i .. s.:Jli 

b:-w--<'.lj 

bilr.l:, 

mil":L1 

bilukwc., 

m·,lukwe 

binw:·:n:·,. 

( 6) 

(6) 

( 6) 

( 6) 

(6) 

( 6) 

( 6) 

(6) 

( 6) 

(8) 

(2) 

(6) 

(2) 

(8) 

( 4) 

(8) 

( 6) 

( 6) 

( 4) 

The ·tllornorph /me:-/ oocurr.-; with the :,terno /--no/, 

/-to/, /-z,i/ .md /-r.-;o/. 
,, 

l"jc. no (ttJeth) ~-• o· we:,• l.fno ( 5) 
me'. to (eyes) l. Ito ( 5) 
.me.zi (w·:.te:J:') 

tlt5 ~ i-?o 
l 

( firc;pl.:·•oeG) 1. fso ( 5) 

1' This 11.~1. $) v:1ri.c,,nt /ma{e,o/. 
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2. 8. :3. 1J1hr.:i r.'.J, lornnrpb. /rn-/ occur:-:; wi..th l;'.!.of:t, .:Lf not C!.ll ~ stems 
r·-··: 

col.nmonc:i..ng :Ln /::--./. In '-:.t li;-;,'::i.s·t .:~on1e c·):~'.U/:3 /m~_\·-/ occurf.1/.. .. ,,.\,) 

:t.s !'.'.I_ free ··11."Lern'.·)_nt to /i'n~ .. / ,-r:\.tb Huch ::,4toras (rHH) 2.B.4~). 

" nLno (typd of thorn) 

(boys' plny fishing 

netr,:) 

(bundles) 

( Ambwec, people) 

~5g. :1w. f\o 

lw.~ndo 

LL. at\(b 

l:L. ,,,.rtlb't 

(:u) 

(11) 

(5) 
( 5) 

(1) 

The c•.llouorph /mr>.•-/ occu.rr: with .:ell C-•comr.iencing 8'1se.l% 

with the excdption of /-no/, /-so/, /-to/ snd /-zi/, 

:lnd with ~11 stems commencing in /e,i,o,u/. In ~-t lc~Lst some ccses 

/rna-/ occurs as :•. free or idiolGct:•.l altern:ant to /m-/ wi.th (Jte,rnc: 

comnenci.ng in /~/. 

m::.~. ~i..kt:.ny •'_ini 

mo... r~.bwa 

ma: on.golo 

n 1.'"':,. u:nd 1.1.ununo 

rm."t... t6hon61o 

( bundlc;s) 

( ;i ourney,J) 

(ch,:,.mcluons) 

(blood, r,wnc;y) 

( Dhik:'l) 

( rirlrlluc) 
1 -.'.·,;·,r~r1r:-,}) \ C.I.J., ... ,_. • , ...... 

( blr,.,win1,;13) 

rsg. li. 'Inda ( 5 ) 

li. 3.Jrn.nynni. ( 5) 

li. ··1 .. bw:1, ( 5) 
lw.¥nrlo (11) 

·1 " l -~. ongo o (11) 

l " d y a ltn 'l,.U1i'lll:1 (~ ( 5) 

li.hct'.t (5) 
1.i., yu.dbo ( 5) 

1 i. ,c:h,d.n ( 5) 

l:L. h•?L{mu ( 5) 

]__i,, • t';(J:"'.Lf)t:_~j_ ( r5 ) 

li. tohonolo ( 5) 

/.:!.~!!.\\££!..:. Cl. 6 nom1s ·:ere predomin:.tntly plurnl though 

cl. 5, 14, 11, _L, le: and 9. Cl. 6 correlGteJD with '.,11 prim'>.ry· 

nc.'1m.:,1 of cl. 5 :.,.nd 11, sncJ. ·::ll nollilD of cl. 14 which 11.c,ve a 

plur"·'l. lcor cxci.niplHl ,,H, 2. 7. 5., 2 .14. 6., 2 .17. 4. :,nd ~:, 17. 5, 

Cl. 6 corre1:Jt,Jtl with most nouns of cl. l si_gnifyine: t.ribscl, 

n,;iti.on:,l, r,c.cic,l '.lnrl otlh!r ethnic no1.aencJ...:·,ture, :u1.d wi_ th r,:nmdry 

oth,,.r el. 1 noune, It · correl·1te,J with 2. numbccr of cl. 9 nomrn, 

r~onK:t:Lnh:}r.; '-lB ,::1,n :::iJ .. t~:;'J.."1.1.-:--.t:tvc to cl. 10 7.r1d therf: :Le ",.t J.t~.J.::;t one 

instnncc of corrsl~tion with cl. 1~. 

1. Pr.inu.ry no11n:..s ,Tc nouns wh:i..ch do not lv,vo :.ni.gimn-t 1.t i ve, 
.cith;mJ2.tive, di.r,1i:nutiv,,, c:.n:eli_or:.'.ttv,:, or pe,jor·c.tive signi:l'i­
c;-t.nct➔ ~1 rE·1Sultinc :fx"on:1 cub::;titu·ti,on of pref'txet?. 



1::in.ce1-:1bi-.-1e 
? 

m~tnd 1..ln.t.1.··· 

, 
rn~-:i,~~ :.i,,mu 

mr:!_:J<k:'.1 .
4 

rn:1.b6r1.:L.01r 

n::.pamp {15. 

(Mbmtdn) 

( Coinrn) 

(Lnv"le) 

( N> ::·:·,go) 

( :·~11..1 .. ofs) 

(uld f,C;O)l1ce) 

( '··• • . r. 11···' .. ll ) j_ l,_) v • _;~Ju , 

( ~r,1··· .,_. ,-•) 
,, '• V • \/ \_. ,=., 

( ''()1·1•··,··) -,J. .• ., . .)<._.,I,,_,. 

( fi cld,S) 

( ,,,.-t,·, kc•) >-- :. ~ _,,,.) 

r:.1g. ;:/ur,; bun,V.:t (l) 
l'!Iuc6kwe ( l )r - •.,, ~~ ( ,,·--,<i __ "',.J 

Mnlu.br'llo (1) 

111unys:e11go ( l ) 

:rnul 01:l (l) 

(:Jue ern.l:) cl c~ ( 1) 

nd1inn (:L·>,) 
, . 

no.111.r~n1 (9) 

ndu ( 9) 

r~f1:n1 (9) 

[;::{kr:i. ( 9) 

benkelo (9) 
'1 · p.;.,1:.1p1 l ( 9) 

2,13.6, Significnnce! The ::~ignifica.nce is ~s for the corre­

lQtive sing11lars. This cluss j_ncludes, in ndditionj 

··, nui-;-;:ber of nt;u-t.r:.).·l, r1oun1s~ J..ncludj_nt:~ n .. }.1:1cs of ].iqlli,dtJ. 

iiW.li 

" . □ezi 

r:i.;.-:_bf s i_ 

n:Lyw1bclo 

(utrencth) 

(blood) 

( snJ_jv,,) 

( E:Q'Llr ;11J_lk) 

( wro,ter) 

( P1Ll.k) 

( f:, .. t) 

( cccmetery) 

LEI n ·c.nd lnd :i.J..c., 5 

rn·\ t:::t.lc.1.ny··\ni 

( cro:::;e:roadn) 

(r0mote country f:1r 
I"r•o~1 t~·• ~•,1·.,·1·t·•l) L , .. le-. ._.- . . ,.c . 

2. 9. 0. 

i·,Jor1,hol0Ds of profj_xe.s: 

/si- - s- oo si:-/ 

1, Plurol /bnlcnn/ (2) nlso occurs. 

2. Plurnl /li.ndtfon/ ( 10) '..0,1.co OCCUl":;, 

·:nn.nly way) 

3~ \'/.he.n. th,:➔ (;]_. 9 nouns hn.vt~ mon::ir::;y-11.o.b:Lc G-ternr,, thc0 Clt 6 
prc-'if:tx .is super.irnpo:::J(id on the cl. 9 prefix. 

4. I'lurn.l /li.c:ik:,i/ ( 10) al:so occuru. 
11· .. 



'.l'he ccllorcorph /e,-,/ occurs with all V••·commencing sterr,n. 

In ~t le~st som0 cG.ses /si-/ occurs as a free or idio­

lectnl ?.lt;;rrn°mt to /s-/ with ,onch rJtem:0: (see 2.9.4. ). Note, 

however, t1c,·,t / F:i-/ never occunJ Yi th the Gt;erns /-an,:,./, / ... ,:m,{n::,/ 

and /-alyi{njo/ and l.(J unlikely to C!GCUr with the st81u /-oya/. 

s. oyn. 

s. Ht1.flj_ 

" s.clwr.1. 

s ~ Und1..una 

(➔, fflui 

(fot, podgy child) 

(fat, podcy child) 

( grca:t 1, ;::; 'trr~p:rdng l 

2dolescent gj,rl) 

(thick, rnggedy woolj 

lJUCh wool) 

( b,,d judge) 

(wonderful, first-

born child) 

(fool) 

(sender) 

(maul,Jt) 

(red warrior nnt) 

pl. by.,rn:;i. (8) 

by . ami'.na ( e) 

by. •1lrfnj o ( e) 

by, Fltcili (8) 
b "1· y.o l ( e) 

z ~ (~lwn (8x) 
b.isi (8) 

l i .• nncl urn a (8x) 

( OJ)en veld whero c::1 t i;le z.Hnr, (Bx) 

s.Oli. 

s. Otnbcla 

s,llndo 

get fresh grcu,s) 

( i.ol:'lnd) 

(op, o:f li.z:trd) 

(iron) 

(bri.dge) 

li. oli (8x) 
z.Ombela (8x) 
z.Ondo (Bx) 
li.uba (8x) 

The 0.llor;iorph /sJi-/ occurs with all C--eornmenci.ng st(,;ms 

except /-n,,/ ,,_nd m1 '-" free or idiolect:11 r1ltrornant with 

(hand) 

si.ombeki _ G,llmb&ki (person who 

sor,ks food in 

si.undumn 

si.ndu 

oi,nkwa 

si. tupu 
. ']_ rn. pu ~" 

w3tor to soften it) 

:::. s.Unduma (amulet) 

( rc,.mshfcckle hou,se) 

(bread) 

(blind person) 

(corpse) 

( ch,d.r) 

1. Plural /J .. iemba/ (8x) ulso occurs, 

pl. li,ata 

z. 'clrnbeki 

bi. ernba1 

li,undunm 

bi ..• ndu 

li.nkwa 

li,bofu 

li,tupu 

li,pula 

(8x) 
(8x) 

(8) 
(Bx) 
( 8) 
(8x) 
(8x) 
(Bx) 
(Bx) 



vu 

Eli. lepe (axe) li.lepe (8x) 

si.p{tolc, ( hoe\li.taJ.) 1 i. w( tel'., (8x) 

s i. pul lli:auki. ( butt,::r.fly) 1' ·1' k' 1 
1:i.. pu .. u,mu i,. (8) 

f.1 i. kD .. l2_.t.1w:1r~_ngtJ, ( c•hi c\--,n J..j_. k2.lrununc1.nga 2 (8x) (' '~') ()· (:, ) .,,, ., ,.\..I:.:,. '~ ·(:; ' 

:i.nclud,J rn·.iny neut;r,-_\l, noumi, Uorre1n.t:i.vr; _plur,,.lJ.l; of 

prinm.ry noune are n:<:dnly i .. n cl. 8x but 11aony s.r,,, in cl. 8. For 

ex;-1.rriplos see 2. 9. 3. and 2. 9. 4-. Socondnry nouns ho.ve thoir corre•~ 

11.t.ive plurr1ls in cl. 8. For oxn.mpl.es soe 2.9.6.4. A few nouns 

hnve their correlnt'i.ve plur-8.ls in cl. 2a. 

Elihtkol',i'.i 

'k' "f Bl 1.Cllll p [L" wa 

'7 

( r,p. of cr1terpillor) pl. b,fo :Lluk(l'lwc17 ( 2 a) 

(house bat) b '·k''Kf OSl 3.rr.:.p.,., wa ( 22.) 

2,9.6, S:Lgnifj,.cance: 01. 7 con te,ins a large number of mis-

cell.'.=:Ln0out1 persone,l '"=1.ncl impersonal nounE 11 n .. nd. -3.ll namef:"; 

of Lmgu'.iges. The ol. 7 prefix alilo occurs ns an ,nigment:c.ti;:Lve/ 

pejorntive prefix. These two concepts often coincide. 

2.9,6.l. La1~:s:::1:0s and W?.ys o·P doing thing;,,1: 

Silozi (Lozi, Lozi fashion) 

Siaubia (Subia, Subia f0shion) 

Sink6ya (Nkoy:,, a ls. Nkoya 
C, '] ,, 
1)l __ u.yr.1.na 

Si.shukul.umbwe 
0 io6kwo 

(Luy.~,ima, the Luy:-1an:., w:;iy) 

(IL\, .i..n tho Iln W(1.y) 

(Cokwo,a la Cokwe) 
,, 

e1.rn 

,d.sili 

( r,ianly WE'.ys) 

( fcme1.lc f:,shion) 

( gi.rJ. ishnEass) 

2,9,6.2. Miscellaneous .i.mpe:i;:§.9..filll . .:. 

r,ihw:frm (calabash) 

. 't 1 Sl.p9. t)~ a ( ho:spi tal) 

slshtJ.nj o ( ,-ret-g.-:.rden) 

sifii"b(.\ (ch"st) 

l. Plural /lipulumuki/ (BX) :,lt,O occurs, 

pl. 

2. Pluro.l /b.ik0.lmnunangn/ (8) also occurs. 

3. :Plur·'J.l /bil.uk6lwa/ (8) a1so occurs. 

lihwJmi 

lip,{tel-?, 

bishrmjo 

:::. 1:Lshrmj o 

lif1i.ba 

(8x) 
(8x) 

(8 :::. 8x) 
(8x) 

,.,t 



sizume, 

sibaka 

2,9,6.3, 

si,bofu 

'1 d ' , l ~3:l. un Wbelf:.nJ e 

sOngiso 

sclnganyi 

si.kuba 

s◊lisi 

(type of basket) lizu:ma 

::::. bizwn,0
, 

(chr,nce, occ.~.sion, libaka 

place, opportilllity) 

(blind perGon) 

(crowd) 

(child givon nn 

n·1me) 

(person who comes 

r:nd bothers one 

with nonsense) 

(fool) 

(kind person) 

libofu 

zongi.so 

" j zonge1ny . 

likuba 

liolisi 

2,9,6.4. Augment~lt.i ve/Po j orati vs: 

sish!tu (big for0st) bi,~h{tu 

ruishltu cf. 1nush!tu ( 3) ( forost) 

sikubo 

of, kubo 

siutu 

of, liutu 

cf. zebe 

sRtuli. 

of. mwll.tuli 

sinwana 

cf. rnunwan:-1 

sicwe 

cf, li.cwe 

(tatty, old blanket) bikubo 

( 9) (blanket) likubo 

( rnicngy leg) b.i utu 

(5) (leg) mautu 

(big ear, as of an bizobe 

elephant) 

(9) (oar) 

( be,d ;j udgo) 

(1) ( judge) 

( grubby fing,1r) 

( 3) (finger) 

(big, rough stone) 

(5) (stone) 

liz,cbe 

b "t'1· y0i u" ;i, 

bac,t,fli 

binwana 

lllinwanrct 

bicwo 

1nncwe 

2,10,0. NOUN CLASS 8 

2 ,10,1. Morphology of prefixes: 

/bi- - by-_ b- oo bi:-/ 

34 

( Bx ::::. 8) 
(Bx) 

(Bx) 

(Bx) 

(Bx) 

(Bx) 
(Bx) 

(8) 

( 4) 

(8) 

(10) 
(8) 

( 6) 

(8) 

(10) 
(8) 

( 2) 

(8) 

(4) 
(8) 

( 6) 



2.10.2. Th,) nllomorph /bi:-/ occur:o with t;hCi st8m /-no./, 

(tall, spindly men) sg. sl.na (7) 

2.10.3 Tho allomorph /b-/ occurs w:L th stoms cor;imencing in 

·· ·/i/. It io- ·pocBJ.blc th1:.-'.t. /bi-/ mny occur c\s a free 

or idtolectH.1 al tcrnrm.t to /b~/ ·1.Ii th such st~1r:ir::J though no j_nBt,s:.nce 

of this has been observed. 

b.'isi 

b.'.rto 

b,fno 

( senderL?) 

(blNtry eyes) 

(fangs) 

sg. s. :Csi ( 7) 

,S ~ f'to ( '7 ) 
;,, 

s,;Lno (7) 

2, 10. 4. The allomorph /by-/ occurs with sterns comr,1enc:ing in 

/a~e,o,u/. In at le-~_st some cases /bi-/ occurs as a 

free or i.<.holect0.l ctlterrn:mt to /by-/ wj,th 1,mch st oms ( see 2, 10. 5.). 

Noto, 

/-ana/, /-anlna/ 

stem /-oya/, 

however, tbr,t /bi-/ nevor occurs wjth the stems 

mid /-n1y:fnj o/ and is unlikely to occur with the 

by.ana 

by. anlrn 

by.alyanjo 

by.oya 

by.13ngu 

b "t '1 · y.n U l 

by.U.tu 

b "]' y,e .. i 

by.Rlafi 

by, Ello 

( micJ,,r.3,ble children) 

( hulking br,7.tS) 

(gre~t, strapping, 

adoloscent girls) 

( vilr, winds) 

( b2.d pumpkins) 

(bad judgos) 

(cli,msy, grent feet) 

(mn.rvellous first~ 

born childn,n) 

(q_uacks) 

(largo knives) 

sg. S1ana (7) 
, 

(7) B , :,1n?~na 

s,n.lyln,io (7) 

e.oyn (7) 

" ( '7 ) s.ongu 

~~. Rt~ilJ. ( 7) 

r1i. u tu ( 7) 

s18li (7) 

S1 flafi (7) 
s.Ble (7) 

2.10.5. The allomo:rph /bi-/ occurs with all 0-co1ru111:mcing 

etems cixeept /-na/ and as a free or i.d:Lolectal 

'.11 tcrma.nt to /by-/, [\nd possibly /b-/, with sev0n11 V--colllJ ... ,Gneh1g 

stoms. 

bi.oti ;:::, by.Bt:L (tall visitors) sg. lu,eti (11) 

bi.atuli 

;:::, by. r.Ituli (wrctch,,d judges) s,Rtuli (7) 

bi,utu "- by.Utu (epindly lEigs) si.utu ( 7) 

bi, tu (tnll, thin people) lu •. tu (11) 



r..t..L l•I.J.U.L..-1. 

bi.trffule ( bu.dly--:nrnl G ktbLe8) 

( b:L/7, :fore :;:tc1) 

( big ,; -Tc;) 

ci,ndu 

si ~ tongw:)ni 

:c:i.t,-H'ulr, 

( 7) 

(7\ ' 
( 7 j,:J'(,j 
( '7 ) 

(7) 
( 7) 

2 .10, 6, ~1FPl~_)_,err Cl ... 6 nc11_1n:,::;: e.:r.e ::t11 plurc.tl. Cl. G correl::~:t0s 

,-;-ith s,-_;ccC.1nd.n•y nourn:s of cl. ;i, 5, 7 ·,nd lJ. '.lnd wj_th 

-~i6v~·:;,r:,:i,l _prj_u,:.-1.ry no"Lms of cl. 7~ Por exampl(ifJ see 2.5"7.5.~ 

2 .10. 7. ~-1gni:fj,c;a:nct:~: 1rhe •:.Jigrd.fic8.ncc j_s tho sc~1L.1~ ,.:1,~~ for the 

coJ·:rc.:i[:::ponding eingu,.J.ars. 

2 .11.0 .. NOUN CLASS Sx 

2, 11. 1. 

2,lJ_.2, 'J'ho n.ll1)rc;orph /:,-/ occurs w:i,th ::. number o:f V--cow::ionc.ing 

or idi.oleot~l r.1.·torn~nt ·t;o /z~y/ wi.th such stems (seo 2.11.3.). 

z.Oko 

z.Bko. 

z.Jo 

(tr·~es on which skulls sg. s.Bko 

of ~;h.ot '.:1.nirr1,.::tl::·· are. 

hung by hu.nt ,•re s cm 

~dv0rtise~ent to 

~+1-"~n+ ('[J8to1r1•r~) L\, l• , .J,. •• ,. _, V .• .1.. • l .•. , •~' 

(irvn ring,i to join 

blades of knives or 

spears to the hafts) 

( ,s:irk) 

(acts of just taking 

}biogs for oneself) 

( g,n•don bathD :Ln whj,ch 

pooplc: bn.tl1c in 

rnt_::dici.nes) 

s.Ot1f3o 

s.Oo 

1. Plural /litongwani/ (Bx) also occurs. 

(7) 

(7) 

(7) 

(7) 

( 7) 

2. In the speech of 60illG of l)u,r informs•ntro, though only eporadic­
'1.lly, nouns lr:wing th,, praf:i.x /,:,-/ govo"i. the, .subjflct and 
object prefix /z1-/ instead of the usual /li-/, They thus 
hflvo /li·· ,::. zi-/ in :free a.lt·d'n:-,t.ion, The, enumerative prefix, 
howov,,n·, ogreoing w:L th t!l.l'. ,:,s notllJ.f' rtpp::,rently docs not occur 
ns /zi-/. If so~e speakers regularly used the subject~ object 
n 11(' ,0 n "l '"l•• l'-" ·L· ]' v-,, )'")"''-' f-:x /" ; . ,/ ]' 1° ._, ,O"'''"' ,., /""1(-' !1'1" w i' t 11 rl OU11 '·' 'I·' i' th ., _l . ., .. u •. ,., .... , .. ~- :','V . ..L-' ~1,1, •,I '-!.(,_-:,.L<".-~,-.1., I., · ,.:i 

rrofix /z-/, o cl. By could be positod and tl10s0 :forms as­
cri.bGd -to it. In the, qb':,unce of r,ny obs,_,Tvr,Jd c 1 :,-1e of snoh 
Uf:~'.Jge; -thc.2;_::.) no1ll1.LJ ·:·,,r-u ht:ru -:~t~i:'.;ip;nir.;·d t:.) r.l .. PiY'. 



,, 
z.omc 

,, 
z. an'.1 

z.e'lwa 

( conditi.on of wom,m 

whoee children die 

shortly after birth) 

(open veld where cattle 

get frosh grass) 
( foolrs) 

,, 
s.omo 

,, 
s.o..na 

~3. "elwa 

(7) 

(7) 

2, 11. 3, Th,, nllornor:,:,h /li-/ occurs with flll C-comrwncing stems, 

~nd w:i·th n.t lon.st cwm(~ V-cot\r,ioncing stoms. In 1-.1,t least 

som(1 cases /z-/ occurs a,J a free or idiolect,11 :.,lternn.nt to /li-/ 

with such stems, 

li,ungo ~ z.ungo 

11,aln ~ z.Rla 
li.onda 

li.oli 

li.ol.isi 

li.uba 

11, emba 

li,apalo 

li. lepe 

lLsepe 

li.tUwe. 

li. shete 

li .. kwalo 

li. kuks. 

l:t, k6loti 

z.llnda 

(promontories, capas) sg. 

(lit ten" for the defld) 

(child-price, lobolo) 

(islands) 

(kind people) 

,,, 
s.ungo 

s.'ala 

s~Oli 

s.Olisi 

( bridg,➔ s, mounds on which s. Uba 

houses nre buiJ..t) 

(frflgrnents) 

(clothes) 

(axc:,s) 

(ships) 

(roofs) 

(granaries) 

(doers) 

( canou tr,.tc ks through 

gr:1.ss growing abov(, trw 

su:rf'.•,c e of wn t rar) 

si.emba 

s.~palo 

si.16pe 
. , 

s.i. scpo 

si. tUwa 

s:t. sh8te 

si.kukr-1 

(loans, drabts) cii .• k6lotj__ 

(7) 
( 7) 

(7) 
(7) 
(7) 

(7) 

(7) 
(7) 
(7) 
(7) 
(7) 
(7) 
(7) 
(7) 

(7) 

2 ,11. 4. Number: Cl. 8x nouns are0 all pl11r8.l. Correlative 

singulars are in cl. 7. For exaf;lpl,Js se() 2,11.2, 'Ind 

2,11,3. 

2.11.5. 

2 .12. 0, 

2 , 12 , 1. 

Significance: 'rhG s.ignificance is as fox• its 

oorrelntivo singulars. 

NOUN CLASS 9 

Morphology gf prefiX")S: 

/¢- oo N- [ra- - n- -p- - !J -J/1 

1. For th,,J 1,1orphophonor:iic influonoo of trds prefix, see O. 2 .1. 



2.12.2. 

2, 12, 2 .1, 

x.:1. ~-:1u 

D,1)0 

m.pi 

n.pyo 

n. ba 

:·1. bi 

2,12.2.2. 

n.si 

n.swe 

n. zi 

n.to 

n.da 

n,du 

n.dwa 

2.12.2,3, 

n.cwa 

n. ja 

n.nyo 

2.12.2.4, 

n,go 

n,gu 

n,gwe 

2 , 12 . 3, 

inki 
, 
onge 

tou 

kwai 

tipt'l. 

tuso 

patn 

he□be 

'1 · po. isa 

The allowJrph /N-/ occurs with monosyllablic stems. 

Nouns hewing pre:fi.x Im-./: 

(8p. of brc,-;,,1) pl. li.mu 

(present, gift) lim,po 

( 0.riny) lim,pi 

( ostri.ch) lim, pyo 

( storn1ch) :Lim, ba 

(grey haj.r) lim.bi 

No1.ms having p.refix /n-/: 

(eyebrow) lJ.n. si 

(sweet c:;1.ne) lin.8we 

(fly) lin,zi 

(thing) ljJJ., to 

(louse) lin,da 

(house) lin.du 

(fight, war) lin,dwa 

;tlouns hcving prefix r;p-1 (written /n-/): 

(leprosy) 

(dog) lin. ja 

(vc1gina) li.nyo 

Nouns having prefix b - l ( written /n-/) : 

(nose, nostril) 

( Sh()e p) 

(leopard) 

lin.go 

lin,gu 

lin.gwe 

Th() allo::mrph /vJ-/ occurs with polysylL1bic ster.1s, 

(ink) 

(ink) 

( ()].()phant) pl. 11. tau 

(tobacco) 

(knife) 11. tipa 

(help, ,:i.id, use) 11.tuso 

( f~ C ") r .. , ,l:) 1' 't , .. pa a 

( shir·t) 11. hEfo,be 

(flower) l' '1. J .• p,:i. isa 
1 jekete (:jacket) 11. jekete 

l. This h'ls vnr•j_ant / jok0ti/, 

(10) 
(10) 

)10) 
'flO) 

(10) 
(10) 

(10) 
(10) 
(10) 
(10) 
(10) 
(10) 
(10) 

(10) 
(10) 

(10) 

(10) 

(10) 

(10) 

(10) 

(10) 
(10) 

(10) 

(10) 

(10) 



nnlcfli 

fulJi 

( st,1.r) 

( ncroplrme) 

li, na.le'li 

li. ful<{i 

39 
(HJ) 

( 10) 

2.12.4. Nur.1box·: G1. 9 noun.s ,:,re predorni.nmrl:ly singular but 

include ::.i numb(ir of ncu.tr,:,ls. Gorr·ela ti vo plurals 

a;r•e rnc.inly in cl. 10, thouc:h n. fGw occur J.11 cl. 6 and cl. 2a,, 

and ,'.3,t lGru~t ono Gx.n.x;iplc of oorrolr-vt ion ·c· t th cl. 1'3 occurs.. Some 

nouns have J1lur:.'.lS in , . .i tlkr cl. 6 or cl. 10, w:.Lth no difference 

of merming b,·,,twe,;n thb two plur,:ls. For (lXr,H.i]lles of oorr·elation 

with cl. 10 see 2,12,3, 

zebe (ear) pl. liz,ibe :::c. u:rnebe (10 :::c. 6) 
,,,,(1-·1 ;::;,,,, I,.(.. (sack) lisFfka z. mnsa'ka (10 ::::. 6) 

ni'ti (truth) lin{ti ::,. ill(lll l t i. (10 :::c. 6) 

ndamino 1 
( ::a.sh-gD.rden) li.nd,fr:ino 

mandar,1ino ( 10 ::::. 6) 

ndu (house) d 2 man u ( E) 
., 

(field) masimu (6) sirnu 

!)cl.ta (bundle) nlH.'t) at ,:1 (6) 

pamp{li (p1per) "1. rna:pamp1 1 ( 6) 

benkele ( .shop) m:'t b ,fok,21 e ( 6) 

sh61e ::i:i (,➔hilling) mashe"leD i ( 6) 

henele ( buekcit) m,,hc[me l. ,, ( 6) 

nl:omw1ni (yearling) mankomwani ( 6) 

fif:i'tc,lG (window) ti.af:(f{te1e (6) 

ndui3 (fishermnn) bondui. (2a) 

nnlumbwa3 (anthill) benalu.;;bw,, (2a) 

:.I ondw1tuyr.1 (L1bulo,1s bo::i ondwrltuy8. (2a) 

aquatic bc:::~,st) 

nund&tu.ti. (dung-beetle) tunund,[tuti (13) 

2 .12 .. 5. Si£m.tf':Lcanoe 1. Cl. 9 i.s predor,dnantly impersonal but 

L1cludes a few personal nouns. It con ta ins a ln:rge 

number· of anim:,,1 names, n:;in,:s of several pnrts of the body, the 

nnr.1es of wrn,y manufacturc,d objects, and misoel.1nneous others, 

whtch are ofte:n :.,bst:ract. 

l, The initial nas.al of this (;Ind other nouns with polysyl1::tbi.c 
otem.s is not n prefix synchronically, but is part of the otem. 

2, The cl, 6 prefix ia hare superimposed on the cl. 9 prefix, 

3, This noun also oeeur•s :Ln cl, la. 



2 .12. 5, l, Anj_r,wJ_ NY:'to8: 

kuhu ( ohJ_cbm) 

n{l:L ( buffr.1lo) 

lnffa ( cattlu•-•ti ck) 

nJ· u- 'co ( ····1on"1·,y) .l,, t1.... , .•..• , 

pnJr,_ ( i.: .. :mnla) 

putj_ (duik,cr) 

l°'lUk:1. ( b Cc ) 

new,rnhj_ ( ti{';Gr fi_r;h) 

ubufu 

njin;jt 

2~12.5.2. 

ngo 

ngongo 

p{t:.\ 

·t6ho 

zeb0 

. d.1 nyui- i 

m.,11,:bu 

(sp, of brc,•,.w with 

r,,d belly) 

(r;p, of br,nl:n) 

(nose, nostrn.) 

( knuokl,0) 

( fn.oe) 

(lwr,d) 

( Ci:tr) 

(fi_:cJt) 

(cnJf of tho log) 

r,16tn. ( uotor·car) 

njj_ngn (bioyolo) 

:,o:l;:;)Jj_ ( prui,;i.n::,,: i.:rc,n) 

kuw:,ni ( k,.t) 

kon61;:i ( uup) 

knJ.:mt (high, oteppod bridge) 

p.iz·, ( cln.y cooking :Jot) 

pd'to ( th:rEHJ-lq;•,cd iron pot, 

tiJ,:_: 

b•Dd 

Europo,~n pot) 

( Ir ··t'·) .... n.1. ::., 

( bu,,!)". j _•1.ckct, 

kh:_,ki j :tck<Jt) 

, 'l'hi,J h·::.,:i vnrL:,lt /nind.i./. 

pl, 

""••,, 

/\ 

1-:!J.:uhu (10) 
litdl.i (10) 
Jj_:nHn (10) 
ltnjoko (10) 
l.i.pnla ( 10) 

Jj_puti. (10) 
1 ir.n.ll{:.···1. (10) 
linr5h,-,_ (10) 
1 tng·we: rih.i, (10) 
liu1nfr'u (10) 

lj_nj in,j i (10) 

l.ingo (10) 
l:Ln;:one·o ( 10) 

li r"fta ( 1.n) 

li. t6hc ( 10) 

J.j__zubc ··- c:nzebu 

li.ny.indi 

l i. rn.uDbll 

l i.liiotci 

l j_n j :i.np:r, 

1..t cdrnbi 

1:Lkif,l:'ni 

] i '· o ll)l i • . , __ J'.i. !. \, .. 

J.H:'."'lr0.nj_ 

li.'1.'):iZ(\ 

J.ipoto 

J_j_ t j_pr, 

li br{Jd 

(10:::. 6) 
(10) 
(10) 

(10) 
(10) 
(J.O) 

(10) 
(10) 

(lo) 
(10) 

(1.0) 

(10) 
(10) 

I 
.) 



2 .1.2 • 5. 4. 

'1. · pa_ J.Srt 
., 

1nna 

njino 

rn1k8. 

ng:":.1Ytb()lD 

zwolopili 

tu;,y:,J,::1~.no 

( flomor) 

(,·ong) 

(i",10on, cc1onth) 

( ,·.gric1,.lturo) 

( iron, ne t;:11, 

Ll(i'kd. o ~>j ect) 

( ri.vor) 

(r,,in) 

( dod:or) 

( COl1V(c1'S:1.tion) 

( !]>'()' /f''t), .. ) C'.'1 fl) 
..... 1. (""'' -...1.,,, .. 

2.13.0. NOUN C1Ac"3:J 10 

1 . 'l' .:i.pG, .lCt\ 

lip{n·i 

lj .. kw·,Jl-i 

li.c{ni 

J.in.11.Jrn. 

J. :i r11t],:1 

l ing:1u bolo 

41 

(10) 
(10) 
(10) 

( 1.0) 

(10) 
(10) 
(10) 
(10) 

J.it1.111clulnno (10) 

2.lj.2. 'l'li0 r.1.llo.,:1orph /1iN--../ o t)c:urn •,Ji tll 1::1onoc-1yllnbic "tCt:!rJ 

1mlcm.: thc:ir 1.1re of l'fil i,trnct·urG. 

2.13.;~.1. 

lim.po 

J.i;:1, pi 

J.i1.1.pyu 

lim. b:i. 

lin. nt 

1.in.to 

lin,d1 

2 .1·5. 2. 3. 

li.n. j·, 

(prur:un-Ln) 

( · ,.rr:d. 0 r,1 ) 

( ostri.chos) 

(r,;roy ha.iro) 

( -_,_,w,1·c·t c:"·1·1-"") ,, V 1.,1,, .1:_,,-:;> 

( eyobrri\NTJ) 

( :fl:i.os) 

(thingo) 

(l:LcrJ) 

( w0·rs, :f.i_ght1°:) 

( dog:01) 

sg. n.po (9) 

)':'~ .. ni (9) 
~~l. pyc (9) 

ill, hJ. (9) 
l'.1. bj_ (9) 

n. swe (9) 

n. :::1. (9) 

n. ~,;i (9) 
n,to ( 9) 

n. cL, (9) 

n.dW,'·1 (9) 

n. ja (9) 



2.13,2,4, Nounn h:Tvinp; prefiz_Ll;i,n··l (writt,,,u /lin-/)J" 
J 

lin~go (nooco, no □ trils) n,go (9) 

lin,gu C,h0Gp) n.gu (9) 
lin.gwe (leopnrds) rJ. u gHe (9) 

Tho ::J.lo~iwrph /li0.,-~/ occur:::.; wJ. th monoEyllabic ntur.!.3 

of :.c-tru,~ t1.1.r-,: NV '.-,_-,1.a ·..ii.th ::1J l polysyl:L:1.bi.c utc-;·,,c:. 

1 i .. in\1 ( br-,:m::) sg~ l".Jw H!U (9) 
Lt,nyo ( v:1gi.ll'i8) n.nyo (9) 
li ..• tolo ( kud1.rn) tolo (9) 

Ji.kozi. (c1(•(•lc1 ·rt 0 ) ,· •• ,. J - ~ \... J. ,_') koz:i. (9) 
li .. kt-J'ttl'..i.ta ( ::nble) kvnl--rtu. (9) 

li. tti,"h,fni ( ta :Jp:_1n,:i) t· t , ' ·":1/i.l )!HlJ, (9) 

l. i, , ··· J.-,, l. • .,,,y .. -. ,,. ( .-, dd r'(' N' 0 '") :,. ' ' ·~q .. i ~, k,[y,:iJ_n (9) 

li. fulr:\'.i. ( '.'.G.COl_•l:cno,'J) ful,{i ( 9) 
l.i. ny·1J.nyw·r'l.ni (birds) nyunyw.1.1ni. (9) 

li,fnlcfSlo ( ',ni.m·,ls) :folofc1lo (9) 
li, nk1.mgulu (bull clcph'.·:.nti,) 11l.Lu.11.g1.U.u (9) 

2,j13.4. fLUiflIL,_U Cl. 10 noun,,; ::ro :.1,ll pJ.u:l'.':,l. Corr,;::ipotvling 

~n.n51J.1:·trc ,\re :aai.nly :Ln cl J 9. For c.~·;;/1.r__-.,.plon noE~ 

2 .13. 3. A :f\~w nou . .J."1.s have theJ..r cr:.'JrT'(~l-'.Yted :: .. :.ini::;ul,~.:.rn in cl~ la 

li g ngr.:~mbeln 

J.j_. 1.1b,it,i.tu ( J·,nbi.<)O) 

(brothers of 

f:1{! ■ .np.::~.1.::lJ,:),1.::1 

;,1h(tutu 

;! , 14. l. 

2.1~.2. 

J..{l~nn 

r:.11ltl, 

~J:£.in-JJ)..c~nico~,.t 1J:ho ::Jign.iftcnnct is ::\c for the 

corre s ;·:onclir1.r:, sinculnrc t 

Ths, ,.110, ... -.orrh /lu :-/ occurH wl.th th0 c:ton /.-na/, 

( k,11, thin rw,n) 

/J.,./ occurG 

(la) 

(la) 
(ht) 

(8) 

Thu r.1:.JJ .. 01.ncr:ph 

/o/ .c:.ml /u/. 
,,;c froo alh.·rn'.n-t to /l~/ 

I' t ·1 t .n a· . u:-~::::: cneus /lu-/ occurs as 

( sHJ 2. J.4. 5.) . note, 



howcv,1r, th~ .. t /lu--/ doic;, not occur with thd stems /-oya/, /-obs/, 

l,oyn 

l.oba 

l, oli 

l.dliso 

1.clncolo 

l.On,soln 
1, fflrnzw··u1i 

1, c31one:on2.o 

l.Sbu 

l .• (3ngo 

l.Ongn 

( long str:md of wool) pl. 

( igu1,n1. nc,\t) 

lqJ, of bir•d) 

\.:p,, of ruc.J.) 

(kind of string) 

( kindriess) 

( chn;:10leon) 

(,,pine) 

(r,-,d :mt) 

( sp. of ri,:.nll 

river bird) 
•. 

(roar, growl) 

(chaneloon) 

(type of round house) 

( epec,1',, plHnt0d at the 

bottor,, of ,1 gnrnc pit) 

by,oya (8) 

, 
rin. 09 0:1 o (6) 

J.:kt, olt ( 6) 

:I'..:i, ongol.o (6) 

1;:1:-1." ongola ( 6) 

rna, 6kozwn.ni ( 6) 

na,olongondo ( 6) 

.::;.i~1- O!DC, (6) 

r:an .• 6bu ( 6 ) 

n:J, ongo (6) 

The sil.lonorph /lw•-/ occux•n with ritc,:;n con;_1cnci.ng in 

/r.1, 1 c: ~ i/, I11. at least r~o;:ne cas(:;S /lu-/ occurs as n 

:freo ·:l·l,r;rnrrnt to /J., .. / with ::ru.ch ob,r;:s (soG 2.14.5,) Fote, 

how0ver, thnt /lu·~/ doe:c; no-b occur w_i th the st,,:-o.s /-,~n:,J, /-rJ.ntfnP./ 
:\nd /-·:cly fo,"] o/. 

lw. c".llf\ 

lw. n,n~fnr1. 

1 l
. , . ,.,,n yanJo 

l w, ?~r.1 tn.t 

lw. ~lndn 

l " W, n.i1.gE; 

lw~Bnd.o 

lw. 0:ndr(la 

( "'""'c1.:1t,.ld child) 

( ,;t:,8ciuted chi.ld) 

pl, by.:a.nn 

( t.,1,JJ., thin, Cld.oloscent 

e;j_rl.) 

( sp. of 

(GP, of 

oreopGr) 

gra,sr~ used for thatch­

ing is found) 

(c,p. of thorn 

(typ0 of fiahing-

n,,:t u,;:c"d by young 

boys) 

(cr0ck) 

by , :'lUL\ll.<'.', 

by. alyftn;i o 

" rr.;_,n.o 

rn. li'ndo 

n11?:lndf:tla 

l. Th.is i.o probc.bly n rocluplicn.ted for,J, 

(8) 

(8) 

(8) 

(6) 

(6) 

(6) 

(6) 



] W ),, ... ,b<":\ ',··1~ 
• , , _1_, • ... ,nya, .. -_1 

lw.cndo 

lw.Cnge 

'L " 1 _ w,Emyo 

lw,tno 

(habit of a child of 

boing ,alwr_tys in tlrn way) 

(diaphragw) 

( j O LU'lle,y) 

(s:J_liva dribbling 

fron the nouth) 

(part of the kidneys) 

( long :t':'mg) 

mc:i. en,do 

rna.f.➔nge 

..... 

b.ino 

( 

( 6 / 
( 6) 

( 6) 

(8) 

2.14,5, './.'he allot,orph /lu-/ occurD w:i th all C-cormrnmc:Lng st oms 

oxcopt /-na/, and ns n free alternnnt to /1-/ or /lw-/ 

w:L th rJt least tJOLle V--COi:Jccncing stcr,JB. 

lu, cndo 

~ lw.llndo 

lu.ongolo 

"'- l,ongolo 

lu. b,'."")_si 

lu. b:.'lkn 

lu.wCLwa 

l:u, b{bi 

lu, kw:.-<'.kw, 

lu. n'llm 

lu.kumbu 

lu,fuln 

lu,ndu 

lu.cEcru1i 
? lu. l{n,:L·-

2,14,6, Nunber: 

(crack) 

(journey) 

( cha1c-,oloon) 

( fcctlllily) 

(s1r,p) 

( j ·)clwl) 

( crcllJD) 

( f,,mc;r;) 

(horn) 

( type of bm,k,:.t 

w:L th r,. l:Ld) 

( ,•r·,aJ J "I·· du,, s·J-,,, p,·,ct q,l,L.;._., -1 y l:J 8 ,,-,_, .< •. , -~. 

f:Lsh-tr:_qi) 

( Ugly hOl.lSO) 

(bush) 

(tongue) 

pl. 

r.:m. ongolo 

ma.basi 

rna. balrn. 

ma. kuElbU 

bi. ndc, 

( 6) 

( 6) 

(6) 

( 6) 

( 6) 

( 6 ) 

( 6) 

(6) 

(6) 

( 6 ) 

(8) 

( 6 ) 

Cl. 11 nouns ·:ire prodond.nantly singular but 

1nc11.ldo liP,ny n0utr,-:cl nouns. Corr0l.a t :L ve pluro,ls of 

prJ,1'.:.i?"ry nouns of cl. 11 nre in cl. 6 t 11\)r ex.ni,~tp1E..H1 sr:H:; 2 .14. 4. 

~-nd 2, 14, 5. 'I'h,n·e is at least one instctnco of .'l cl. 11 noun 

h,w.ing its correlatj_ve plural in cl. 23. a1o 3.n altern":'.tive to Cl. 6, 

( f.rui .. t~b11t) pl. b()l ul J',,::, 

:::. rt<DJ,{L:,1 ( 2n :::. 6) 

1. '.l.'hL" l::V'.[:3 v,,ri::int /lw. ()ny:_,/. 
') ~- Th:Lu 11-,,·, 

,q v.0 ,,rinnt /lil:i'.Li:L/ ( 5) 



f.iecond::,ry noun21 in cl. 11 h,-,;ve ,~:h<:ir plurals in cl, 8. u.(:, 

lutu (cl.irty swi_ne) pl. bitu 

cf. r:mtu (1) (pr):r:son) batu 

lunge (sharp, pointed. noso) bingo 

cf. ngo (9) (nou,) 

/-\o·ria ••~r ~s· of" hnra) \ ., . . . I:~ I,,'-·• ~ ,: ,•• _ ,....i. (..s ..._, 

cf. ,:.ebc (9) ( c::ir) 

( t.'c',tty bl,'lnkc·t) 

cf. kubo ( 9) ( bl:Jnkct) 

lut,:{fulo ( 1:longn.tud tclblc) 

cf, t,Hulo ( 9) (table) 

lwn.n:i'n:l ( ,<1aci_•'\tod. child) 

cf. r:w·,.n, fn::, ( l) ( eh1J.d) 

2,14,7, 

lingo 

bizc,be 

bikubo 

J.ikubo 

b.i.t!'i'.fnlo 

lJt11f,1lc 

by,;m,{rw. · 

b:.1,nclnn 

nneotFJ nounr;, including nc)u.:.-u:;1 fcj_gnifying nr.,ai':.Hs of 

(8) 

( 2) 

(8) 

(10) 
(B) 

(10) 
(8) 

(10) 
( 8) 

(10) 
(fJ) 

(2) 

~::.r,1,it1~-1-J.e:, :'.-tbst:ti\Ct eoxlc:eptn 1 ::-·,nd _t,.1n.nufr~ct1t:rQd objcctso rrJ,,r,.1c.1,ry 

nou.n~~ in th..-i ::,1 elr-.r~:s :.1rd ()Of"Junti(.~lly J1:.1pc:r.sonr).l ~ 3(;cond,~n'y nouns 

of cJ.. 11 h:cvG ,'l.n ccttcnun.t:tvo or pc; j orn:~ i_v<c· D ign:tficr:11.ce. For 

2, 15, 0, NOUN CL,v;n 12 

2.15,1, Norpholo,,,;y of 1Jnofi_xesU, 

2 .15.2. The allornorph /ke:-/ oocurc witn tho etw~ /·-Gi/1 • 

( li tthi fcklldor) pl, tw. i:::;i (13) 

pl, tlf, na (13) 

The allomorph /k-••/ occurn wi_th cte;,s oOi.nnonoi .. ng in /:;,./ 

~nd wj_tl1 the stoiJ /-elwn/. In ~t lor~st son1e 011.nes 

/kn--/ oocui:·:3 afl a f'roo or idiolc:,ot:Jl altcrmrnt to /L-/ w:i.th ,,rnch 

Bt 1::n:u~ ( uc 1.:, 2. 15. 5.). Noto~ hovH)VOr ~ thc1-t /ka-/ dof~t:i .not Ot;cur 

with the st,,,r:,:o: /-ana/, /•:-w,,{na/ '•ncl / •• ,,J y,[n j o ,I. 

1, 

k, t\.rvJ. ( ~/oung o:f nn r1n.ir.1:J,l ~ 

ri1T-1.1l chi..1cl) 

'l'h:Lr•. Ht<J::·: h·::1c: two •\lloraorplrn, /-·i::si "" 
/--rci:i/ OOClfff) w:L th thu pr,;fi,x /k() :-·/. 

pl. tw. 0 ,n:-1 (13) 

'.rh0 n.110,.1orph 
occu:rr-; elnewhere. 



k.ardnn 

l " . {,tU1JD, 

( ,,::iall c.hild) 

( m:ic,11 ado1esc,,nt girl) 

(little fool) 

(little piece of 

c:.\GU(iVt~) 

k.Rnda (J.1ttlu bundle) 

k.Rlafi (little doctor) 

K, \1;1bws ( A:.;1bwe tr·,.sh) 

le :~tulj_ ( bu•~.st1y 1i ttlec, ,jvdge) 
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tw.nn6na ( lj) 

tw. aly::i'.nj o (13) 
tw, (,~l'W:l (13) 
t ""t" ,• ';W. ,\U1,] a (13) 

tw.1nda (13) 
tw . Ru, f i (13) 

Tw. ~1ubwe (13) 

tw.Rtuli (13) 

2 .15. 5 ,. The ullo1:1orph /ka-/ occurs with all C-co1::u:,cmcing stent, 

except /-si/ Qnd /-na/, wi.th steua co~j0r1cing in /0 9 u/~ 

rrnd ste,·.is cot:1,:,encing in /r:J with the exception of /-oJ.wa/ where i.t 

h:::i.(~ no·b ynt bfh)n found to occur. In at least some ctH?GS /lto.-/ 

occurs as ,, free or i.dioloctal ::cclternnnt to /k-/ wi.th stor;;s cor:1-

::.1.t)nc ing t.n / ~~1,/. 

kct. apr=J..lo 

l " ::::. t, apc:\lo 

ka. n.lafi 

.z::. k ~ tllnfi 

kr1. ongu 

ko., abwa 

ka. bu 

ka.njn. 

ka, liJ.o 

kn, puli 

ka.li'.s::mi 

J~:,i. t6ho 

ka. r.1b1ftutu 

(bnby g:.•.r,xmt) 

( plf".cy doctor) 

(little putnpkin) 

(lit tlcc:, cn.nnl) 

(stecnbok) 

(11ttle dog) 

(little> firrc) 

(kid) 

pl. tu.apalo (13) 

two'nlnfi (13) 

t " · .ongu (13) 

tu .. r.1.bwa (13) 

tu.bu (13) 
tu.njn (13) 

tu.1.ilo (13) 

tu,puli (13) 

tu. li'.si:ni (13) 

tu. toho (13) 

tu.EJbututu (13) 

k;:.t t 11C\L1Ut E.>ndelo 

(young herder) 

(littlo hutd) 

(infcint) 

(bicyclo) tu. ncccmtendclc (13) 

2.15,6. Nm.1bcor: Cl, 12. nouns or() escHmtially singuln.r though 

it is possible thnt soma arc neutral. Correlated 

plurals ,,re in cl. 13. Por cz,,.nples s,10 2, 15. 5, 

2.15,7. Si,e·n.1ficr-mcc: Priui,ry nouns of cl, 12 1nolude a 

nm:iber s.ign:i.:fy :Lng the n•c.:v1s of nnis:i.ls, .:ind ''" nw;iber 

of r::1iscellc-:.nc:ou0 nouns, Ll~,inly i;;Jpersorw.1, Second;:-i.ry nouns of 

cl. 12 ht1vo t.1. dJ.i::-iinutj_vo significnncc which is sonctit:J);_:.1 

aesocintcd with n. pcjorotive significnncc. 



lrn.bn ( ::c:tounbok) 

l;:m:m.ndo. ( oribi) 

kakoto;:1bw() 

knf•1:i' 9 ondo 1 

/ krtkulu-au~,u 

kn.ncclo 

2.15,7,2. 

kanyr:u1yu 

knny{nyu 

kn:t·\J.cL 

l.u.t t ,·,.ngu 

lmoi 

kat,,,ndc.l.c 

( hnrtebf),,fJ) 

( ,,p, of insect) 

(Cape Sco_ps Owl) 

(fr,moolin) 

( t0 p. o:f treu) 

(ill-omen 9 presage) 

( ohui.n OJ:' (;tring rom1d 

i:,. dog's neck) 

(sl1ort-t0~reredness) 

(,,ku11) 

pl. 

( cJXCr(;11ent :Lnvoluntc,rily 

cnittecl by n percon 

knockod out) 

2 . .1.5.'?.3. 

l . 2 
{!'IUJ a 

o.f. njn. (9) 

(pup) 

(dog) 

kapoho (.1.itt.l.o bull) 

cf. poho (9) (bull) 

kahw,foa ( Si,1,111 c•:cl./1.lm.sh) 

Cf. 8 i.hw,fo.'.). ( "() ( Ce.la hu1h) 

katd'.ful,:1 (uiniLS.turo tnbl0) 

o:f. t.cffuh, ( 9) ( htb1<J) 

k'W01•tb1Jlc (J.l.tt10 old uan) 

of. 1,iUOUC,bc1o ( 1) ( old iJn.n) 

k:1.nyunyw·mi (l:Lttlo b:i.rd) 

of. nyuny,rmi (CJ) (bi.rd) 

tubu 

trnmmda 

tukoto::;1bwc 

tufuiD ondo 
, 

tukulu9 U!)U 

tmH,Clf) 

tu:fu:fu 

tunynnyu 

·tunyJnyu 

tutiln 

tut,Ingu 

tuoi 

tutcndulu 

tut ,·.n:,lf\i 

tunj 11 

linj r:t 

tupoho 

lipoho 

tuhwrfna 

lihwr.lnr::\. 

tuta:fulo 

1.i t1{fu].c 

tuor,-ub,,,lo 

nacoL:..bele 

tuny 1mywani 

linyunywo.ni.. 
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(13) 

(13) 

(13) 

(13) 
(13) 
(13) 

(13) 

(l3) 
(13) 
(13) 
(13) 

(13) 

(13) 
(13) 

(13) 

(13) 
(HJ) 

(13) 
( 10) 

(13) 
(8x) 

(13) 
( 10) 

(13) 

(6) 

( 13) 

(J.O) 

2 n Tt.e cl. 13 p;rr:_?f:lx iG here ~-1ur)eri.rnposed on thc.:.J cl. 9 pruf:.ix, 
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2,16.0. NOUN CLASS 1'3 

2,16,1, Morpholovy of '(2-);;0f:i xes: 

/tu-. tw- - t- oo tu:-/ 

2,16,2. 'rhc n.llon:iorph /tu: .. / occurs with the ,;tern /-rw/. 

tU.no. (12) 

2.16.3. Tho al -u,morph /t-/ occurs with stems cornmoncing in / o, u/. 

In at least some cases /tu-/ occurs as a free or idio­

lectal altern'lnt to /t-/ with lluch s·tr;ns (see 2,16,5,), Note, 

however, that /tu-/ docs not occur with the stu,1s /-oyG,/ cmd 

t.oyn 

t " .ongu 

t.Engolo 

t.1itwa 

·t ,1mgu 

( li tt1,, str-·-:i.nds of 

wool) 

(little /10!)690/ birds) 

(undc,rBiZOd pw:1pkinro) 

(little chai:-1oleons) 

(little thorns) 

( s.t:i.12.J .. l promontories) 

sg. ka,oya 

kr .. 0,16::i o 

k.n, ongu 

kn.ongolo 

ka.utwa 

katUngu 

2,16,4, ThE, c,11,.;nox•ph /tw-/ occur:, with ste.nns cornrmno ing in 

(12) 

(12) 

(12) 

(12) 

(12) 
(12) 

/c.:; ~1
11 
i/ ~ In r=~t least Gome cases /tu-/ occurs as /'.l free 

or idiolectc1.1 altermcnt to /tw-/ wi.th such stem,s ( see 2 .16. 5.), 

Note, however, that /tu-/ doc2; not occur· with ths st,,ms /-ana/, 

/-anina/ ,'.'tnd / •··".lyd'.nj o /. 

tw.e,na ( snall d1ildr·en) sg. .k .. :J,na (12) 

tw. ananc\ (little brats) k,anana (12) 

tw. alytfoj o ( c••rcll Ul.i.!C., 9 adolescent k.alyanjo (12) 

girls) 

tw .1~lwa (silly fools) k,elwa ( 12.) 

tw.Glo (miniature knives) ka.el.e (12) 

tw.isi. (little s ➔nders) k~, Si. (12) 

tw,B:tuli ( wr,rtohed, little k.atu1i (12) 

judgos) 

tw.enyi (little visitors) ka, eny.i (12) 

tw. ?Jn.dl11a (littlo cracks) k. Nnd<Slla (12) 



2 .16. 5, 'J'l:rn .s:cllor,wrph /tu-/ occurs with all C-oon,Licncing stm;m 

except /-no/ and as a froc or idioloctal altern,nt ;a ~. 

/t-/ ox· /tw-/ with "' nm;;ber of V-oon1u0noing steus. Lf,f,<'.) j 

tu.at,fli (lJttlb :Judges) sg. k. }huli ( J2) 

t "t '1 · ,C:. W,'.'\ U l 

tu.andala 

:::. tw. rtndal•;, 

tu.ongolo 

' " 1 :::. ·c. ongo 0 

tu.oi 

tu.mh"l1 

tu. tr,,mba 

tu,:1 ombyo 

tu.rnunyi 

tu.rnb"lndula 

tu,kundukundu 

( li ttlc, chanwleons) 

( chi .. ins or E:tri.ngs round 

dogs' necks) 

(little stomachs) 

(spiral fences fer 

trnpping :fish) 

(hP.nd-oicmos) 

(bee-stings) 

( to:cturt, sticks) 

(whirlwinds) 

(12) 

ka,ongol• (12) 

ka.oi (12) 

ka.mba (12) 

ka. taoba ( 12) 

kn •!l imby.- ( 12) 

ka.nmnyi ( 12) 

ka. r:ibn.ndu1a ( 12) 

ka.kundukundu(l2) 

Nwnber: Cl. 13 nouns '.TO prodo1,,.immtly plurcil but 

include Fe few nvr,tr,1 nouns. Correl?.ti.ve singulars 

are in cl. 12, For examples see 2,16.5. 

2.16,7. Th8 signifiotmoe i.s tlrn same '.c.s fox• tho 

corrc,lc:ttfld singul;a,rs. In add i. tion thor·c occur a f8w 

neutral nouns indio8.ting the n;m1es of liquids. 

t 1
, , 2 

u inyg,na (a littlG blo,,d) 

(a drop "1' two of 

water) 

'' . ,. 3 tunczinyrma 

2,17.0, 

2.17.1. 

NOUN CLASS 14 

lVIorpholegy of pr8f:Ll::t,s: 

/bu- ~ bw- _ b,- "'' bu:-/ 

2,17,2, The nllomorph /bu:-/ occurs with the stem /-na/. 

bO:. na (mnnhood, manliness) 

1. The cl. 13 prefix ie here superimposed ,n the o1, 9 prefix. 

2. Thi_s noun incorpc-rates a dir:1inuti.ve suffix. 

3. The cl, 13 prefix is here superimposed $11 the ol. 6 prefix. 
This noun incorpor::tt,;s C:t diminutive suffix. 
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2,17.3, '.eho alloi,iOrph /b-/ occurs w:i.th :cSto::is coif.:noncing in /o,u/. 

In 8.t ls~~t so□G c~sts /b,1-/ occurs as~ fr&e or idio­

lootal altornant to /b-/ with such storas (ooo 2,17,5.), Noto, 

however, th~t /bu-/ dooa not occur with tho stoills /-oya/, /-oyo/ 

•.ma /-o:L/. 

b.oi 

b. oy:\ 

b.tko 

b " '1 · .ope i 

b,tngolo 

"b" '11 .nngu u wa 

( cowarrUc t'J) 

( ··1 f ) WOO .. ' :_ ur 

( bri:\in) 

(purpose 9 dal.ibornt1Jncss) 

(singing profossi,on) 

(st·,te of being a ch:-v,1,Jleon) 

( Cl'.'U'".lb [ s l) 

2, 17. 4. 'rl1e allo1,1orph /bw-/ occun; with stc,os coi:u:,uncing i.n 

/a,e,i/, In n.t le·~st some cases /bu-/ occurs as a free 

or id.iolectc,l •.11 tsrnrnt to /bw-/ with such stom,; ( S<.Ho 2, 17. 5.). 

Note, however, that /bu-/ does not occur with tho stems /-ana/, 

/-ananct/ and /-9ly.c:fnjo/. 

bw , p,._:rv{n.a 

bw . .c-.lyrfoj o 

bw. 0li. 

bw, 8.J.:ibo 

bw.'ali 

bw. linda 

" bw. anyi,1. 

bw.lilelo 

bw, r'i:nd.:i'.1,1.la 

b "1 w. a ango 

bw.lndi 

bw.lla 

b1c is j,n.:i'.ko 

( ch:LJ.dhood) 

(childhood) 

(adolescence of a girl) 

(fool.ii.7:Jhnees) 

(stnto of being a 

first-born child) 

( body h[d.r) 

( li.quifi<cd fish) 

(cotton) 

( luck i .. n spearing 

fish) 

( earth w·.11s for 

trapping fish) 

(tw.igs for firowood) 

(wooden platform on 

which soma objoot 

is .c1uppor-ted) 

( part of ''1. g·-·,_thor.ing) 

(taboo) 

(pride) 

(6) 

m.tJango ( 6) 



2 .17. 5. The alloLorph /bu•/ C)C-:;urs wt th nll C-cot1L:2no:Lng st,amci, 

nnd ns '.' fr,v or .idiol,,c'b,l dl t,n•n:.",11t with il munber of Cri 
V ••cornrnenc! ng 8teu,s. 

bu,ntuJ.i 

b "t '] . ;:_ W,,q_ ,U. .. l 

bu . 1mg,1.tJ,. ulwa 

b " '] 1 ,::, , ungn .. u wa 

bu.tu 

bu. t1·1n 

bu.nyoui 

bu,k{li. 

bu, fobi. 

bu, lukw,:, 

bu. cwala 

bu.i;:iotc, 

bu.lutu 

(hunanii;y) 

(whi tc 1,nt [s J) 
( migcr) 

( ,idultery) 

(trousers) 

(bcor) 

( cooked blc,od) 

(boredom, lonolinoss) 

(girlhood) 

pl. ran , 1 tllcw e 

mn.cwa.la 

(6) 

( 6) 

j'!urnbor: Cl, 14 nourrn :•ro pr(Jdomin'ln t;ly neutral but 

inclndo :•. few E:ingul:.•.,r ones, Correla ti vo plun•.ls ::1.re 

in cl. 6. For oxa~plec soo 2,17,4, nnd 2,17,5. 

f'ignifiC2J.l&£.!. Cl. 14 no1.ms •l.ro n.ll ir:lp<::rsonaJ. cmd 

qr,J prodominnntly :•bstraot, This cl1,ss includes ::1 

nunbcr of no1m8 cignifying thu n:tl.l(l8 of liquide, or S(;rJi-liqui.ds 

or obj"ots occurrinc :Ln the i;n::rn, collooti.V<J n01ms, locative 

nouns uic:n.ifying tb.0 n-'.::.mos of countrius, di::.~tricts, otc. Th(~ro 

ar1,:; .'.:j, 1n.1_;_j_bcr of cd~_~c1:";.ll.'.l.n.:;o--..:is nouns ij 

2, 17. 7 .1, Abstr.,,ot nonnH: 

bundc (bcuuty) 

boi (cowordioo) 

buhuJ.e ( adul t,,ry) 

bus,{J..i ( wou,,nhood) 

bukubn ( ,,:tupidtty) 

buGt'lSW(-J ( t~1dnGSn) 

bu.t{l,-Jle 

bm1mJukuywe 

buililf--::rufu 

( l,,ngth) 

( ungr.,·,.tofulnos:J) 

( et.:,:t'" of not cry.ing 

'lt the do,,.th of 

r:nothl;r) 



OnllGctives: 

butwu 

bucwcVJi 

bulttlu 

bi:lko 

bw::;:nda 

bllngUlulwa 

buh6bo 

bukokwfoi 

(white n.nt,s) 

( gr•arci,,) 

(pus) 

(br::in) 

(cotton) 

( crw;ibii) 

( s ti.ff porrj_dge) 

(2.ntt,) 

2,17,7,3. Locative nouns: 

Bulozi 

Bushukulumbwe 

But6kct 

( Br:rotsel,md) 

(IlaJJmd) 

( 'l'ok:1:L:".1.nd) 

Bukuwa 

Butoya 

buld'.kwe 

butu 

bulumba 

bul{lo 

bwf'llelo 

2.18,0. 

( Jfuropa:J,n towns) 

( Toyal::.nd) 

Miscellaneous: 

(trousers) 

(arrow) 

(ghost) 

( gUJJS ) 

(flonr) 

(earth walls for 

trc'pping fish) 

NOUN CLASS 15 

Morphology of profixes: 

/ku- ~kw-~ k-/ 

pl. rnc11ukwe 

m~l01o 

2.18.2. The allomorph /k-/ occurs as a rnr(,; al tornant to 

/ku-/ with ster::is CO!!lll10ncing in /o/. 

k.Onda 

k " , ,Opela 

(to pc;,y l)bolo) 

(to sing) 

Tho allouorph /kw-/ occurs is a rt~re alterrmnt to 

/ku-/ with stems COiillnEJncj,ng -.Ln /a, o, i/ 

kw. F.~n.dn. 

kw. i'.llctba 

(to freeze) 

(to :mswEJr) 

( 6) 

(6) 



(to do, to :,:;.ku) 

(to ViGit) 

(to bu tc,bo)) 

The :1lloc,orph /ku••/ occurri w:i.th nll O-commoncing 

rt,dic:·:.hi, •1ncl ·-.,_c tb:, un.1,,,1 forni, /k -/ nnd /kw•-/ 
bs; inc r:.,re ul turn:1 tiv,,,s, with_ V-co,,1t:t_F_ncing radic:.tl,J, 

ku.y&::n 

ku yopa 

ku,onda 

b1.,tub,Ha 

1-;::u., fr\ 

ku, c-:·, 

kub6n:-t 

kup:·U'.1,;111 

ku,ubwCcJnbweta 

ku. p1H'.? .. k:0n~.t.:-1nn 

ku, &t·11n 

2,18,5, Nunbc-n· t 

2.lEl,6. 

2,19,0, LOCATIVES 

(to (➔ t·•1.nd up) 

(to dig) 

( to pity lo bolo) 

( to lri:,s) 

(to give) 

(to e:.".t) 

( to ~J0-e) 

(to spit w·:·ttor on 

a r,:i ck child while 

~-irJking tho a.ncestral 

sr,iri ts to cure i.t) 

( to fe:ir) 

(to Eiit :my old how) 

(to henr) 

(ttJ do, to 1:inlrn) 

C.l, 15 nourni 'Te all m:ut~•al, 

2.19,1, Locatives ar0 of two types -- derived and non-der:lved, 

.':lon--derived lot"c1tiveil or locati .. ve nouns function 

synto.cti.11al1y in the; sar~() way r,,s othex• nouns, hut they do not 

have a readily r0oogni~able noun prefix, Some Qf these loce:tiV() 

no1.1.no Nln be nhown to have a noun prefix by compai·ative evj_dence, 

but synchronioally n0thing is gained by reoogni t:Lon of the.,e. 

2,19,2, Th,:, foll,-wing are exrn.1ples of lccat:ive nouns: 

lmle 

kauf:L 

hal:r'inu 

:nulnho 

(far) 

(ncn.r) 

(above) 

( b0h:Lnd) 



tasi 

hali 

nde 

( 1.mderm,ath) 

( i1rnide) 

(outside) 

2,19,3, Locati_vcs may bi, rfori.ved from noun,s by prefixat:ion 

of one of the prefixes /ku-/, /fl-/, /kwf-/ or /mwff-/, 

~~he lnst threu nt·e lccf\tiv0 pref.txes x·c,latable to cl. 16, 17 and 

2.19.4, /ku-/ occlU'O ,.-i th s:ingular personal nouus, and 

tlbGolute proriounf\ of other than cl. 16, 17 and 

with 

.] 81 .. ' 
to indi_cr.,to diH,ctiot1 to, from, in, on, etc., the pc,:nion concerned, 

lnfoakc1 

'k b" d · ' ?. .u on ,-1,7:if) 

l:t ... L i't ·tn1.1sa 

kusibofu 

kUm.i.na 

k,fyum1. 

lnibona 

( to th,, chief) 

(to the doc+,or) 

(to fa~lHir) 

'. frorn tho Pararaount Chi.of) 

(towards the blind person) 

(to yon [pl.]) 

(to him) 

(to tlrni.i) 

2.19,5, Tho prefixes /fa,·./, /kwa-/ and /mwt{--/ occur w.i:\;h 

impersonal noun, plural pen,onal nouns and locati.ve 

noun,o and indicat,J the followi11g: 

(a) /fa-/, locution on, 

(b) /kw,{-/, loNtti.on near, beside or about, or di.rect1on to 

or from, witl1 raapect ~o relative distance, 

(o) /mwa-/, 1-ooati.on w:lthin, or di.r,;ctio;, into o:r out of 

sone persons 9 olJject(s) or placec 

(a) fatci'.fulo 

frlndu 

Lfnuka 

fnbabotana 

fakaufi 

f({hnl{rnu 

( b) kwrJ'.Mungi.;_ 

tw-::ndu 

kwalibofu 

(on th\J tabl(J) 

( on tho how:w) 

(on tho surface of th\J river) 

( on the pt\Up(lra) 

( n:carby) 

(on top) 

( to JVJongu) 

(to the houce) 

(to the blind poopl(J) 

1. Note that these, absoluto pronouns have a locative ,,i.gni­
ficanoe rmd arc, not inflactod by any locat.i.ve prefi.iws. 

2, Note thi1 occurrence of /ku-/ ,dth an honorific plural· noun. 
It has yet to be est,·,blished whether this is a regular 
fe:1 ture or not, 



k.wcfbasilt 

kwahule 

kwande 

( ) , 't c mwapo o 

mwi{buka 

mwa'sike'ne;o 

mwandu 

rnwahal{mu 

(to th" women) 

(far away) 

( out(,:ide) 

(in the pot) 

(in thcJ book) 
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( from seclur;ion during initiation) 

( i.n the hoUl'le) 

(on top) 



C!'.AP'.l'BR 3 

TONOMORPr:OLOGY OF NOUNci. 

3,0. Every noun, ac1 well as having a prefix and a stem at 

the substrate level, in~orporates a suprnfix com-­

prising a tonomorphonw, rmd cl. 2n nouns ,.,ccornmodat,, two tono­

rnorphernes, The nou.;1 m,,y ,,,ccommodnt,J differnnt tonomorphe in 

different syntactic and morphologica:i. conh1xtE;. In at leeGt some 

oasos there i,s an Oli1io distinction b0tween the so di_ff8rent tono­

rnorphs, but in others theru is .no ev iden"e, ·thu,s fer, to suggc,,;t 

whethor they oonsti1;uto ,Ill-i:Jorphs or r;10rphemee, Only in those 

cru:ies, thorc:forc:, w}H~re si.toh ~videnco doe~:; exiBt 1 a.rE:1 the iJfJrm.s 

"tono'.llorphenw" and "c1llotono1norph" used, The term "·tonomor•ph" :Ls 

used -0lsei;,rhE;Jr0, 

3. l, The tonomorph ncoormnodatod by _,, 1101.m is of neor,.ssi ty 

partially det,.rmitwd by the ,1yJ.labic Gtr11oturo of 

thn.t noun. A d.i.syllabio nom1, for inst,3,noo, Mmnot ,'lCOOjmnodate 

more than foi.:l.r tonom~s ~ .:::1,nd j,n pr::.~,c-tJ.~c never bGarG more~ thnn 

thre0, If both c,yllables aro short, it Nm aoom1unodrtt(a only two 

torwm,ls, nnd if the first syllable: io long romd. the, s()Cond short, 

it can :1.coonmiod11to only three tonc,rn,)s. 

3, 2. A Gcoqur,ncs of two tonomo(s lilti.y huvtJ Jour ch:ffer0nt 

tonomic sh::1.p0,s -·· LL, LH, HL, HH. A ,:;oquu100 of thr0e 

tonc)m1cs may hnve ol .. ght different toneniio shapes -- LLL, LLH, 

LHH, H:dB, HlfL, HLL, HLH, LHL. A sequence of f'ovr tonomos may 

havo in thbory rJixteon different tonemio sh:J·pes. Only t11olve 

of thcsn possibili ti.Eis nro ex,,rnpJ.ifiod in our d::1-tn but it is 

pos»tble that ,, larc:()r oorptw of ma-t:,,riol would eYornp1ify tho 

four lllhrning sequences. 

We have nJstr.'1.(;·Ged O'lr,,,ilveo in thi.r, st;udy to nouns 

::.'.tccommodr:1tting four- toncmes or less~ Nevertheless~ -th0 t::;c1mi:: 

prtnd.plH, set out hol'.''" appear' to r,ppJ.y t() noune . .J.CoonJinod.cd;ing 

:five, or nioro tonemos, 

Each noun hatl a bo.s13 tonoworph frow which a11 other 

tonomorphs may be prodiotod. ExcGpt in tho or,so of 

cl. 15 nounr':, the tono;·:orr,h of'._ the 



noun in quotation f:lrIU can La tc,1ken as the base forrn, Since, 

howovcr, tho firn1l L of LL and LL+ nouns, sometime() clpp0arcs to 
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hu .. ve a slightly hig'.ber allotont~ when th(:) nou...""l. :i.s given in q1J.otaffln 

tion forrn, it might be profen,bl(, to take tho noun as ob;joet with 

no adjunct, rm tho bar:,J fo:rrn, 

In trw C'lS(J of cl. 15 nouns, thu baso fox·rn is obtained 

when the noun is followet"i, wi.thout an i.ntecrvoni.ng ;juncture, by 

adverbs with an ini.•tl(ll low tone. 

A tablo of tho tonornorphs c\ooommodnted by nounci in 

diffen,nt eont,1xt,s followr, herr-mnd,,r·. Th,: loft-••hand 

column re;:ad froin top to bottom gives the b,.\SG form\J, cnl].,;ed tonJ­

rnorph A, for th(, dtf:ferm1t tornl classes. The col111Tms from li,ft 

to right givu the) tonomorphologio,11 bell'l.'t1.OUJ:' of these ol•lf-JC➔ e1, in 

d.iffcrc,nt cont,ntuaL uit,vrt;:Lons. Ti:ier.;0 s.i. i;mrtion.s :,re cl.uscrl.bed 

l. LL 

2, LH 

3, 

4. LJ;L 

6. 

7. LIIL 

G. LLH 

9. T,LLL 

3.7,., 3,8., .3,9., 3.10. ·a.ncl 3,11. 

B 

LL 

HL 

LL 

HL 

LLL 

HLL 

LHL 

LHL 

LI,LL 

I-!LLL 

C 

LH 

IIL 

EH 

LLH 

HLH 

mrr, 
HHH 

LHL 

LHH 

LLLH 

D 

LH 

HR 

LH 

HL 

HH 

LLH 
HIH 

HLH 

HHL 

HBH 

LHL 

LHH 

LLLH 

HLLH 

E 

LL 

HL 

LH 

JU,L 

lTHL 

LHL 

LLH 

LLLL 

.b' 

Lu 

LL 

Ill 

LJ,L 

Ill 

Ill 

Ill 

LllI, 

LLLL 



10. 

ll. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

HLLL 

HHLI, 

HLHL 

LIILL· 

LLHL 

LLLH 

HLLL 

HI-ILL 

HLI'L 

LHLL 

LLffL 

I!LIIL 

HLHL 

HLLH HLLH 

HHLH HELH 

·X·I-IJ,HL *HLHL 

HL!-Il-I HLHH 

LHLH LHLH 

"LLf-fL ~·LLHL 

LLHH LLHH 

HLHH 

HLLL 

HHLL 

*HLHL_ 

·'HLLH 

LHLL 

LLHL 
LLLH 

Ill 

Ill 

Ill 

Ill 

Ill 

LLHL 
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The tonomorph B occurs w::i. t;h nouns functioning c~-s the 

b8se to an associative adverb, a possessj.ve, a loc&­

ti ve wi.th prefix /ku-/, OT rw e1 nou.n (-Jtem ,d th the pnlfix /bo-/. 

In those:) casos \lfhc:r1G therE": ara two oJ.lotonomorphs -~- thos6 whero 

the tonornorph A has an initial /LL/ -·- the second allotonomorph, 

with initial. /Fl/, occurs as follows: 

( a) W_i th noum, b:,sod on tho cJtcrn1 /-tu./ or /-ntu/, in :,hi.ch c:iroe 

the 1111.otonomorph /H~/ occu1·,:1 ,18 a d.j_al.(Jct-'.'ll or idioloctal 

al. terrn1.nt to /LL/, 

og. nn1tU
1 

( pc:r·1::1on) .i:1,fn.nJtU, ~ nlmUtU ( and the porson) 

li:c,\ntu ( little p;:r:cwn) klllc(ntu __ kifldntil ( to the 

:u.t-tl,; person) 

bitu (,'!,rc:-,t . lobs) z,3b{ttl _ zlb.l'\:tl ( of the great 

slobs); 

( b) With LL+ nomrn h:wi.ng r.1 CV noun prefix, 

' "\ '..1.. '\ "~ babo van/:-1-

(chiof) nim11lthd (,n1d thf! chi0f) 

( pilupers) bwci:babotci:na ( of th,J paupers) 

s{bofu (bllnd person) kils!bofu (to the blind 

perf1on) 

brll:i'm:£ ( fnrrneJrs) abE.(J.{m:i' ( of thcc f:.s.rrncrs) 

1ftahw3 ( drunkn,'d.) killi'tclhwr; ( to the drvnkard) 

mUkwd8 ( :pri.x),cess) bdfVIt1kwc~G (Honourable Princess) 

mt\.lena ( chircd) boM:uldrni: (Honourable Chief) 

( L ) ,\ , ' ' r1orns r1ima.nr::1.ka ( and the horns) ; 



(c) With s,:,v,.,r.~l 1,:·,+ nouw➔ of cl. la or 9 having an initial 

CV m,quonce that :i.G horr.opl1.onous with on0 of the noun 

prefixes, 

kay1.UJ.du.la (witchdoctor) bok:iyunduld ( wi tchd,,c torG) 

M1l1Jt,l ( i!ulr,ta, ~,om·,n Is narno]) n:i't1lL\l(Jt·i ( nnd JV[uls:,ta) 

i:dhunbi (c1p, of duck) bomrctl,,.mbf (duclrn) 

Sitdl:i' (S:Ltcili [m:cin's name]) ku3{tdl:i' (to Sit2.li) 

Lilk11J.u (Lukulu, 1.nimc of a place) n:i'Luktllt'i. (und 

Luknlu) 

Kdldbo (Kr:tlabo, U'.tm(, of ~1, pl.ace) n£Kiil:ibcl (nnd 

K::ilr1.bo) ; 

(<l) Wi .. th LL+ nourw havine: an inj.ti.o.l syl.l.qbio n:,snl. (Not.c: that 

th,c ini.ti.·11 1;0110 of th.:1 noun ie aooor,u;iodat0d by tho prdj;'ix 

c:incu th8 n:rnal. is no longer syllabic.), 

eg, ndclm'bd ( b:?,rbel) nfndclmbe ( and thu \ytrbtcl) 

tlg3.mbold ( prime minister) bS'Ngdrnb,?ld ( Honourable Mr 

l'ri.me Minist,n) 

rid3.t3 ( f,• th,,r) b6'nddte ( f'.l thc;;~·s) 

1{kung1l.hl ( bull elophm1t) nfnkungulu 

eleph:mt) 

(and th0 bull 

rld1U (fi.slwrman) k{fudu:i' (to the fiehercnn) 

db tun bf ( thu hot eons on) kw({rnb1lrilbi ( of tho hot 

rlj :i'nj :i' ( bru:"tm) w:fnj inj f ( of the, brenm) ; 

( eJ) W:Lth noun,1 h8-ving an initial long eyJ.lablo, 

eg. Lll.nddr.ibuyu ( L1mdambuyu [ woman 1 ,5 nnillG]) lalLunddmbuyu 

( to Li.mdo.mbuyu) 
,.. . ' mwanJa cn,ssava) 

Mondo (l'iondo [ womo.n' s namo)) boHc,nde (,VIiss Nonde) 

bwRndt"1 (cotton) nibwo.ndr1 (r:tnd cotton) 

r;;w?htfl:i' ( jl'.dge) :,·,~mwatul.:i' ( of the ;jndg,o) 

byflwc'\ ( beastly fools) tw,tbyolwr1 ( of the bc,astl.y 

fooli:c1) 

mOki (nur~~o) kUmOki (to the nurse). 

The firr::t allotonomorph, with .ini ti8-l. /L/, occurs in all othc;;r 

cases, 

og. ndlw:1r1g0 ( op;ttle egret) n:i'.rdlwange ( t,nd the cattle 

egrot) 



n,,l1:td10 (fool) kun,?li'Jlo ( to the fool) 

(in:fer·tile man) b6srlmdwdwi (infertile 

(animctl) n:Cfolofolo (and the animal) 

pdrnbwdny'.:lnd: ( baby baboon) n.'ipdrnb~1~~ny,{n.,~t ( n.nd the 

buby baboon) 

G."i.ster) in{k:ii',Al:i' ( to the brother, 

l)o,~i•m~"tl•u' ("i'1·n-~il•u) ,,.) ,· .. ,·,-:i.L.·,_ . 1.) .. , . ..:, ·1.. • 

W:i'rni ( I ina, I me.n' o1 na:::,e J) bo'\Hn::: ( dr· Wina) 

rnufu (dead p2r:mn) kurmlfu (to the dead porson). 

3. 6. The tonomor!)h C occurs w:i.th nouns follovr,Jd by: 

(a) An 6nwuerativc with i.niti.:;1 l~w tone, 

og. mil tu (,:·erson) mutt{ llf:L? ( which penion?) 

llg·Etrnbcild (conversation) rlgtlmb()lc5 i.f 1? ( which con,­

verBc .. ti.on?) 

'1·'(.-t) '1·'-'f''') -'1''±'"'"1 ("') t?) )?U .J, go'.,\ pu l ] __ l. "- pu l .L .. J_ r w,u.c l {fOf\ ' 

' ' ( l ' l l ) ' ' , ' -''') ( C ' ] d f I t ? ) mw011:J c ·n c mwana mu9i _ a c,n .. · o. w:\a, r.iex. 

l:i't.J'.h·,ia (drunkard) 1:i'tahwr{ r,id~£? (a drWlk,u•d of what 

s0x?) 

(b) A n0grttive prCJd.ic,:,,tive other th:m in the present subjW1oti.ve, 

eg. mU.tU (por;'.:on) mll.tU ;\cl ('the person is not f-;-iJtinp:) 

mU.t,.f 8'.nf:t kUl'lwri ( tho person ·>:ill not 

drink) 

slbcifU (blind person) s.lbdfU ha'.sislkcishwd (the blind 

person hrte not died) 

mtllOnR (chiefs) r.131Gn.:l S:klllk1.lbd ( the ohj_efs nre 

not fools) 

' h-t' ' '' ( b ) ' l ..,/' ' r ,.,,. ' ,,.t ' :I' mus imani oy mus :11m1:1,n-l- a.yo mwa ,n:, ( th(; boy is 

not there) 

(c) A predicQtive in tho partieipirtl mood, 

cg. ''1·'( ) mutn=t. 1 14omt::i.n ''1., .,,., :-.1, (th musa 1. na-w-1 e e woro:).n had fallen) 

tou ( s:l,?phant) toii ne{wile ( the olEiphant had fallon) 

titl (li.on) tdtl il1-~wi 
b0nd3te' (father) bOnd.ite n8bftnidtd ( fc1ther wa.s 

rurmi.ng) 

nnltrl ( p(-rrson) rmlttl dll rr1U-c,wl ( one per.son) 

1. Note th:1t in the c,i.,.,e of nolln,i with final HL sequence, the 
forms wi_ th final HH and HL appear to be dialect,:,,l or 
i.di.olectal alternantrcJ. 



3,7, 
occurr:i 

Tho tonc,morph D/whc:r1 the noun occurs o.t the rc;,u11e tim8 

in tho ait1u1tiono doooribed in 3.5, ond 3.6. D iG 

thuo o. combtnr,.tion of tono,ro;c,,hri B ru1d C, 

cg. mJ_1J0-t;.·.\n:::-\. ( pr:,u:r_-:;or) ri inn1bDtitnQ U.ff ( n.n(]_ whi~h pn.upor?) 

ndcll' (fLJhen;i,n11) bond1li brif:f''? (which fL,hG;cra.'.1.n?) 

,.Xlddtd .(f1:"1.t:1t: .. r) bbndrltS bdl{ bdc:w:l (f,·! .. .iGJ:.,.:::r '.·d.onc) 

L~11JfndrI (L1).b:i.n.da [womn.n 1 8 namo J) b◊Llfblndrf db:.fcl (i'1J.nfJ 

Lub1.nd:,. ir:t not 

n;;bhobo (nr,.tion) ,.;,·lim .. fohdb,S ,ifi'? (of wh.i.ch n:tti.cn?) 

11~'-'ilt.fwrl ( ~ackttl) n{1U.-wrthr6 1U.11{ 1·dnw:C (,::1..nd onu j:\clc,·.i1) 

mul,\1(1:f' ( di vi Y1or) k13.1rni1F1ii1f ,Jf .'i: 9 (to whioh di vincr?) 

'l'hCi tonomorph :e: ocou.1.•1, •,.rh(Jn tho noun i.ncorpor~.tes a 

LL dimint~_f;.iv0 t3uff"i.:--::~ 

eg, r::i'f1fo•i ( ch:,c:f;) 8ifti1,anynn3. ( little chu,·:t) 

mqfUJ.;J, (.fat) :ar~'.f'dlrfnyinri. ( r:i, ltt.tlc f~Jt) 

'lb ., ·1 ., ., ( 'b . 1 ·· ) ' 1 'l '' ., · ' ' "··b ·'1 .- '' ' ' ' l . 1 t J r1 .l.,.,J_ci riu.g11 m,)1 :tcJ_ny:1na ~-!. m J, 1c1.nyan.!l \ .1: ·· .. e 

brJ.d.go) 

kuf,'.i (cn.ttl,, ti.ck) ki)f,,{ny,:\,3 '"· k1ffilny3rni (little 0·1ttle 

tick) 

3,9, Tono;~cri;,h A oocun: w:Lth nonnE.l of cl, 15 when they aril 

fol.lowed by: 

(a) An object, 

eg~ kilcti (to nat) JnicJ lj~cd (to eJ.t food) 

k,lb6nc< ( to see) Jn1.bonl noha ( to eee n snake) 

l ' 1 't' (t 1·1 ) ., 'l''··· '1 •' 1 ' ., (t J .. , -P ' d) .i:i:::lt..1..F:l..'"'n o ic:c ,1:ru aca rnu __ l,-ttani o _l.1::Ce a ~.r:un1-

kule'k:fs2~ ( to ":ell) ;{1l1d1d,\Ji imhonc3 ( to sell vee;ehtbleo); 

(b) An advorb vc.ith .initj.a2. low tone, 

.krlcd. ( to e~,tt) kUca' rnd,swe ( to eat _pj.t_:r,:j_r::hly) 

blbSnd (lo oee) !nlbona'. habeJ.l' ( to see twice) 

Jnhl'.tw:,1 ( to heal') ld:J:twa h,inyinsan:i' ( to hear a 1ittlil) 

k11:~Elb6za ( to \)Ork) b,bebe"a E~h1fl1) ( to work a lot) 

J,:ilop~lla ( to c) j_ng) \~udpela'. k:-l.cenJ ( to Hine: i;od·1y) 

l, 'l'rds i.,1 an honor:i.f.io plural. 
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:l:onomorph :B' occure ,1ith nouns of ol. 15 :i.n all 

uituations except thocc decoribed in 3,5,, 3.6, and 

3, 7 ~ 1 No i .. nstance of a clo 15 noun occur:rine 11rj_th 

tonomorph B occurs in our date,., 

3,11. 'l'onnmo:t·ph A occu:rts with nomw of otlwr than cl. 15 

in all other cases,. 

ifowrn of ol. 2a carry t,;o tonornorpflE!lll(eS, ono on the 

prefix and one on the stem. Note that the tonomorph 

of a noun may change after pref:ixation of a cl. 2a 1101m prefix. 

0:he tonomorpheme on the prslfix has two 8.11,,tonomorphs, /L - H/, 
who,,e distri.bution is dependant on the tonomorph oarr:i.,;d by the 

nou . .n stE31U. 

The allotonomorph /H/ occurs when followed by a low 

tone. 

eg. boternbwe 
? 

tOnlC-t· 

b6m8>il 
b()narn.l1a~~a 
b6s[lka'.hwt;m!;t 

bOndktlshlmbd 

') 
' r, ,,. ,,c:... 
bongete 

b6ma'.J.UmJ 

b t "') , "i' .. ' o 8 l. ,arnpa. · w a 

( rai.nbows) 

(mother) 

(who?) 

(people fond of stale food) 

(well-built people) 

(transportations from village to 

vi.11age) 

(my M1te.cnal uncles) 

(house-bats) 

The allotonornorph /1/ occurs when the initial tone on 

the noun is high. 

eg. bdS:Ctdll 

bOM.as i~l.lso 

l '1 ,, ' 10 nonge 

bokuk,l 

bomllumbi 
' .... ... ; ' boLundambuyu 

b0s8.mbambl 

(Mr Sitali) 

(Miss Inonge) 

( grandp:., .. ronts) 

(ducks) 

(Miss Lundambuyu) 

(talkative people) 

1. Note that j,n tonal cl. 8 and 15, -tonorn,.rphs C i,.nd D are 
not exemplified in our data, 

2, Note that the i.ni t:ial tone of the ntec•m is :v;commodated 
by the noun pref.ix here, 



3.13. Derivc.d loo a ti V(JS accomrnodato 8,t least two tonomorph- --- . , 1 . ' 
eme~,:i 1 one on the pre:fix. t-111.d at least ono on the ba,t-SH • . .,.,.:L::"'.) J 

The prefixes /fl-/, /kwci'.-/ and /mw{-/ accorrnuodato the tonomorphouw 

/H/. The tonomorph( s) of the b.'\se do not change after the pr·e-

fixation of thoso morphemes. 

fe'ttafulo 

:falibyana 

k , . ' . "W (U~ ,l t1J.1i~l.l:1.J 0 

kwd'.rnakwamb1fyu 

mw;-:frni~_:ianga 

mw:ipoto 

(on thsJ table) 

( ornJ the furniture) 

(to the wc,t-garden) 

( to the oouncillorr:,) 

( in cj_garettos) 

(hi the r,ot) 

'.l'h<) tonornorph(im,0 accommodated by the prof:Lx /.ku-/ has two alloto­

no:;1orph8, /H _ L/ - 'rhe allomorph /L/ occars when fol]J)Wed by a 

high tone. 

km:n.flona 
1 

Gg. (to the ohiof) 

kwnUati..lli (to the judge) 
., 

lmL Hlllct pu (to Li,:;,,napu [person 1D] n,,mo) 

kueibofu (to th,J blind man) 

lmk:uku (to my grandparent) 

Tho allor,mrph /Ii/ occurc, when followed by a low tone, 

og_ k1.fr.1nu.:: r~l i (to the women) 

kfllld1fua 
2 

(to th,, h:mdrnan) 

kuAln[kulubJlwn (to Ak::tli:11.lubelwa [person's 
k I,,, fl" ftP. 2 

(to so-and ,wso) ·,u,nvJe , ~· 

klllllal uoo (to my maternal unclo) 

1. Noto th~1t the tonomorph of a rn,un may change after 
profixn,tion of /ku-/ 

name]) 

2. Noto thctt the initial ton,, of the stem is &tc(:omrnodated 
by the prufix /ku-/ 



On review it appeqrs that it Llight be IJrefernble to trike 

soi:,e tonouorr:;h otlwr th:m A .,rn the bar:,) :forn,. All tonomo.rph,; 
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could bq_u::i..l.1,y w:I·J ... J.. b::;, JH' .. f:.'dicted by tn.l-'.:ing C '.:1s bt:-::.~:Je foru.. "Evi ... -, 

donce frolJ reduplicqted nouns points to the fnot that our 

present b~.se form is unacceptnhJ.e since it does not enable one 

to detcr•:i.:Lne ·l;}H, tono,,:or11holog.i.,.c'-,l bc;havi.O\Jr of redupl:i.o:'\ted 

notu1i:-J. 

It is, of course, possible that other tonoraorphs thon those 

occurring in our c,hta Elxist in the language, ,'\l1d further, 'tlnt 

orlh of these rnight provide the !JoE.1-t aeceptabl,"' b:),se foru, 

At this stage it :1,.p:pe:·,.rc; ci.,; .i_f tono;.:,orphs A ·:ind E eo1.1ld be 

::i.lJ..ornorph,s, It is alee possible th:•.t C ,n,i.ght be an alloL10:rph of 

A, though this does not seem to lrn qu1.te :ls lik,c1ly, 
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,;,. 
CHAPI'BR p 

NOUN DJERIVA'rION 

We di.d not make a particular poi.nt of studying noun 

derivati.on c1nd thus do not have a great deal of 

information on this topic. Nevertheless i.t was felt that .i.t 

would be us0Jful to i.nclude such informat:l.on as we have. 

Nom:l.nal derivation is of various types -- derivation 

froJ;J other parts of speech, deri.vo:t:i.on from nouns by suffix.i.ng, 

and deri.vt\tion by compounding, 1rhe latter type of deri .. vnti.on is 

not described here. 

4-
p, l. O. Darivation from other parts of speech: 

4-
p, l.1. From adjective stems: 

Abstract nouns of cl. 14 are commonly derived from 

,Jdjective stems by prefixing /bu-/, tho cl. 14 noun prefix, to 

the 3.djectivt, stem. 

4-

bunde 

bubeli 

(goodness, bc:muty) 

(half) 

bulKlu ( thir'd) 

bukima (stoutness) 

butelole (height, length) 

bunata (large q_uantity) 

p ~ 1. 2. From verbal :r."ftdicals : 

< 

< 

< 

< 

< 

< 

-nde (good, beautiful) 

-beli (two) 

.. J.fl'.lu (three) 

-kima ( titout) 

-telele (long, tall) 

-cJata (many) 

Nouns ar&l deri.ved :from verbnl radicals by affixing 

one of the ncun prefixes, cmd one of n number of suffixes, of 

which /-.i/, /-o/ and /-a/ are the most common. 

To some extent the choice of prefix is dependent 

on the s.ignificance of the noun to be derived. Thus, prefixes 

of cl,. 1 <-> 2 nccur only in personal nouns. :Pre:f:Lxes of cl. 5 

<-> 6, 7 <-> 8 oo Bx, 11
1 

,'.lnd 12 <-> 1'3, also occu.r in personal 

nouns, the NI' of cl. ll in nouns having an attenuati.ve signifj __ _ 

cnnca, the NPs of ol. 12 <-> 13 with thos~1 having ,:t diminutive 

sigrdficanoe • etc. In -the formntj_on of i.mpe rsonal nouns, the 

rnost c:ommonly occurr·i.ng prefixes B.re ·those of cl.. 9 <-> 10 and 



14, thow,;h there CT8 numerous inc,:tanoGs of ·the occurrence oi' 

the NPs of cl, 3 <-> 4, " <-> 6, 7 <-·> 8 '" 8x, 11.. and 12 <·-> , ... , 

13. 

Personal no1.m,; :i.nd.i.cate t,1e perfon;1ors of the 

nct.i.on denoteJ by the verbr.l radicnl f:ror:1 wh.i.ch they are 

derived, Nouns of cJ . 9 <-> 10 cc11d to :i.ndi.cnte the thi:1g done 

or nchitved bj the perfornance of the action denoted by th6 

rn.d.i.cal. Nonllo o.f cl. 14 indicate some rtb □ tnrnt concqrt 

~1n,~J0c:L·'..ted with th<➔ rndtcF.'si"' 

The suff5.,x /-i/ 5.t3 n~;fH)cJ,.ated ,1::iain1y wj_~h persoti:J.J 

noUI11J n.nd i.i.:J3Jerr'1onetl nm;.na of c\l. l4. though there n.re in:,tm10(rn 

of :Lt r-:1 occurret1ce ir1 tl1e fo.1·i:rH:ttion of other iE1per-::Jonn.1 nouxl,G 41 

~Phe Putfix /-r..1/ :L~1 str~1:.=:ioci.ated mainly with noun:3 derived. from n, 

ver'..),'·:.1..l r~::,dicr:~l i.nco1'."porn, ting n, piJ:~~f; tve extflru·-;,t on.. The iJuffix 

/-o/ :i.:3 r7,s13oc i.D ted ;~in.inly, i.f not exclusively, wi. th i.r,iptJrSonal 

llOU . ..1.""lS, 

;gJ]S,'.lfclpleu w:Lth tiuf:fix /-il;_ 

Cl. l -<:-> 2 LlU[l, hlli <--~> h~it·Sli (. d )1 Jll ge < --r.1.t1.i'.l-· (judge) 

ruulj_w,i ..:-.:, .... > bn.liLli ( f~_r:iier) < •-lirs1- (cultivate) 

r:n1.poti. < .• 
~ .,..r.,. lmp6ti ( vJ.f::5.tor~1 < --p6t•- ( vi.rcsi t) 

HUkuJ.i ~-> bnkuli (Elick 

person) < -kul-- (be siok) 

rnulu'.ti <~~> bnJ.tHi (teacher) -.:':'.;• -lut·· ( t encl:-.) 

,mbeti <-> babeti (carpenter) < -bet ... (carve wood) 

rmlntili <-> bnL.1uli ( dl.vl.ner) < ···li1ul- (cl:Lvine) 

Clt '3 <-~> 4 muf:obtefzj_ <:-> r"1ise'bezi (worl-':) < -DebGz .. ~ (work) 

Cl~ 7 <-> 8 sj__pu:l W~-~1a1.ki -c:.·~-> bipuJ 1S~:iul:i 

(butterfly) 

Cl. ll <-> 8 lup6ti <-> bi.p6b. ( tnJ.l, th5.n 

vioi tor) < -pclt-

1ul&b <:-> bil1ft i ( ·tr7,ll, thin 

ten.ch er) < ·-1ut-

Cl. 12 -.:-> 13 kiltc'tli <-> tw:'i:t1fli ( beastly little 

(visit) 

(teneh) 

judge) < -c1t1Jl- (;judge) 

Cl.14 

b<3p6J.i 

( jwJ.g,.rnhip) < --ntul-- (judge) 

( Giaging profe,3sion) < --o:r/1- (Ding) 

1. Tlrn translation l.e of the :c1ingul,·tr forrJ i.n each Calle. 



Cl, 3 <'.:-> 4 

CL 7 <~•>Bx 

buf'ebt 

bupul \.fuuki 

;,,UlW-JO <n.,;,:,, 

~-nu.nl:o -<:.~ ,..> 

,.,_ 1 sapu. o <-> 

,nbmlo <·-> 

sit6yo 

(r,.dultory) < -f0 b- ( COl-:l.l.'0.i t 

< ..... pul1.fr1uk- ( go 

i.:1:i.ltUiiO (r1.1nbling) <· ·-·l\E.1··· ( rm,,blc) 

I .. 2inko \odours) ·••nlt-•• ( .,,., "l l) 1-,.'~ 1C. ... 

li~tpalc (1••1r•••N1t) :':";". .J,.". _;. J < ··ll:[lt\.1.- ( dr,·," , ) ~ ~ ,._;,,) 

likvnfl(," (dour) < ••kwnl- ( cloc,o) 

(k,tr·cJd) < -t6y- (Into) 

CJ.. 9 <->J.O turio (help) < •-t,fo... (help) 

< <Lok{s- ( :3ell) 

Cl. 14 

CJ.. } <---> 2 

kezo <-> l~kezc (act) < -ez- (do) 

tukiuo ·0>> li.tulij.oo (prql'.ln\tion) 

< ~ .. 11~.'l::.:iH•- ( rirGj)a.re) 

lrnp1flo <-> l!.kuptilo (thought) < -hupuJ .• ( ·l;hi.nk) 

tabo (happtness) < -tn.b-- (becm,ie happy) 

bupilo 

r.ml ut i w::i. <~·> 

i .,'.1,u.l ~:{ t t w a <-> 
I , . ~~-11.l :11. pl. \•I fl.. <.:..:-,-> 

l .. Lnyc1lwn 

( Jj_fe, hen.l th) < --p.i..1- ( lt ve, be he: .. ,.ltrw) 

bnllitiw.~~ 

baJ.d'.tiwa 

bnha°plWCo 

(ntudent) < --lut:l'.w- (be taught) 

(beloved) < -:11.t.lvr~- (be: loved) 
, . ) \. ~prJ.r3oner < .... 11 "-1 ·ci {w..., .. ,,,.,,:. ( lw. seized) 

tntoxi.cn ted) 

( thir-f,1t) < -nydl w·-- ( 1:wco,:,0 

tli.i. n.: t y) 

;Qg_rJv ,.tion frod nouns bv suf:[i3.,,J.n,1,;..t 

Thor,2 ani at lerc,st t\/o suffj xes that occu1' w:Lth 

no:ms, th8 dL.,inuti.ve suffix /-nyn:na/ and the ,1ug::10nt,,t.i.vc snffix 

The lnt-~er is not descrilled here for J_nck of data. 

The diminu+:ivo suff:i.x u:,y be suffi.xed to pr:1.ct:i cnlly 

a.ny noru1., lfote, ho,1eve1°, that no exrF.,plN, of' '.\ cli>".1:Lnutive m1ffix 

oocui:Ti .. :.1,_?; Fi ... th n noun of cl- 1.'5 occur in our dnta. When /.••nyana/ 

i.8 n.f'f':i.xod to n. no1u, of' other thun cl. 1;2 or 13, the N.P of thn:t 
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rn::,ur_ io froc)'J.s,1'.tl .. :/ r;uhe,ti·b1.d;cd by tho N1' of cl, 1? or 13 depending 

on whothor it is ,Jingular or plural, 

The tonm;;orph on tho :.mffix /-nyana/ hm, two allo­

uorphs /LL " HL/ occurring with the notm in i tl3 bo.so foru, The 

allomorph /HL/ occurs cw a dinlectal or idiol\Jctal, or pos,d.bly 

free, alt err.ant to /LL/ when iIJiil8diately pn,ceded by the sequence 

/LL/. The nllo;;wrph /LL/ occurs in all otner co.ses. 

' t AL unydn,;-'.l. 

k0lilonyina ~ 

knntunylna 
· 1 , s:r~ .,:~pcnyann. ~ 
., 

s:i.rwnynna 

knl ukw,Jnyn.na 

t,;1.unyann 

lmlilonyuna 

kt 1 :n. t1.:u1yf1n;-_1 

:silepony::iri:11 

(1!ttle sh,:iep) < ngu (shoop) 

(little lion) < tia.U (lion) 

(ltttle fire) < "mlilo (fire) 

(littlo pergon)< r2utu (p0r,,on) 

(little " . e) (.~J,_ < fJillpe (nxe) 

( lj.t tle field) < r.1lr.1u ( fh,ld) 

(lJttle trousers)< bnlukwE-J 

1. :B'or th,? tono:uorphologicGl j_nfluonc,; of tho d.L1it1.uti ve suffix 
on the noun, iw ca 3. EJ, 
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CHAP.1,'fR _j 

Ttrn. AB,CLU'L'.J,D PRONOUN 

~.'h,1 obsoluto pronoun di.ffers from the, qu:a,lificr,tivoo 

( ex.cli,:d.ing Hrn inv,:i.rL:tble) in that it hac forms for 

tho first and second persons. Secondly, in tho so1·1oe es a whole, 

-cho:i>, i,; no cle_,z• morph,logical boundary 1Jetw2e-m pr0fix and stem. 

Pi:ononns ocou_r indcpc,ndcntly of the nonn to whi.ch thoy rh.fer and 

tn Lppo,ii.tion to ,;uch nonnr,. '.rhe nllorno:,ph:, /--nlm, -ka, •··h,{o, .. ho, 

-h!(r-J" -he/ occur exclus i vcly )_n ·pobconi~d.ve construct Jons 9 or as 

pOGSbSf:liVO Gufiixun 1 Tho other t1b~)olut013 hci.vG thi:: S::llllO syncvb:,.ictic 

occurrence (\S not1112J. 

5 .1. 'l'hc, follow i:--,g ire: a t.<bl<o of abnol.uto pronouns: 

lr" t p. <' ,, ' nnn ex, -::1.ka cc ··ka 

pl. lu.nn. 

2nd P~ 8. wonn '" -h([O '" -ho 

pl, m:i.n~.:-~ 

Cl::1.,s,-J l. y0ne:t (.),'J ..... hc.'.te "" ·-•ho 

2. bow,:,. 

3, won.n 

4, yrnc, 
,, 
::, . I.on?, 

6. ona 

7. son<:~-

e. o:yonri, 

Bx. zona 

9- yonr:i. 

10. zonq 

11, J.cnn 

12. kon::1. 

13, tona 

14. bona 

15. ·konrt 

16. .fonr.1 

17. Jronn .. 

JJl. mone. 



Tn,; n.llmnorphs /-ho/ rmd /-he/ for the klecond person 

si.n{3ul:.:::..r 2-nd cl11.t·~n 1 :r.-~)spect i vdly II occur as 11os.scos . .., 

ive suffixes to /ndatd'.-/ :,nd /m:5-/. 'l'ho nllornorph /-lrn,/ for tho 

1st porBon r;:i_ngulr~r 0ceurs ctfJ :-::, posf;~:-issJ_VG suffj_x to /mwi{n,n,n .. /, 

mr(he 
, l 

nmho 

rld ,,-t/1-,01 
. ' :.I- ~, ~ .• 

ndqtrfhe ,, 
mw.{nnkn.<.~ 

( his/lrnr rwthbr) 

( you,i' mo the:') 

( yo1;r fn.thcr) 

(hhi/hu,' father) 

(my child) 

Th,, allo1ncr1,1h:c1 /-,,kn/, l•-h,fo/ 0rnd /-hio/ for th0 lr3t 

::md 2nd p. s, and cl. 1 occur only in pronornimtl 

pO[-;-"J~;e;=::~Jive const:ruutions 1 oth~n:-· thnn in the C-'.·u:::cs nH.~n.tionod 

t1.bove. 

5,4. 

• korau ynk:J (my cow) 

bulukwo bwddo (youl' tr·ousorra) 

lice znh/o (your food) 

muk,flo 'ii'lr''fo (h.is dugout) 

liz6ho lc.k{o (he,r hnnd) 

Tho allomorphD /nnn/, /wenn/ and / y,;n:1/ occur i_n all 

Nnd'. nnc'., (Ao form,.,, I run (Elting) 

Yorn{, nkisHnl'.bn (Ho is not :1. fool) 

Nibon:{ wena (I sec you,) 

k1na ( it iii me ) 

kuyurn:1 ( to him) 

ni'.wenn. ( r'cnd you) 

5. 5. S.ignific~J-ll .. CO.;, 'l'he nbrrnlute pronoun is E:rnphii.tic, 5.n 

s:.Lgntfioanoe when 5. t occur2 j_nder,ondell'bly or apposi­

ti.onn.lly. Elsewhere, i. o, wlwn .Lnflected, it does not h''.VO 

eLtpln.tic ril,1,;nific,mco? 

Zonn zAca ( Th,Jy :.'.rfJ u,::tting) 

L·t,nfl lwl'.\ca~ kon6 bonr:1 haba'ci. (Wo nro i.:~n.ting~ but 19..S 

for them they :ffo not u:1-ti.ng) 

1. Thi_s form i.,1 :Lmpolite. The corresponding plux•al fo1•mr1 in cl.2a 
f3hot0ld b(l U,'Jod in ardor to b(J poll hi. 

2. Note the ton•tl r.net,\i;husiri occurring hore -- /mwrfnaka/ i.nstoad 
of tlw nxpoct,;d /rnw~·.naka/. 

3, An exception to this ts whrm an absolute as an assocint.1 ve 
adverb k,se prooedeH n predio.1.t:Lve of which it is subj oct, in 
which onse it is emphntic, 

og. n{yena w,foulela ( He too hl t:.ilk:Lng) 



M1.1kn .. lek.e.1.rf .Y-1Jr1.r! .i. -r f \I ;) akn? ( :f 0·1· ·1,rh i _1">}~ (,)11e. t-J.T"(~ ·YO'll 

btiy.ing --··- doctor, I ~,,,mj?) 

JVJuJ.on,f yun."t w{bul6J.a 

I-iab:-isA,cff 1J.i..n1cw,:{ conr.1,, 

wi.th him) 

(As for the chi8f, ho iA talking) 

( They no long or ,,:1 t b;i;,,;,:d) 

( I wns not c:oing to l'longu 

Lnbctbiti.LG Jdy-ona ( \v,., looked f01: Lhei,1 with it) 

Bcflicffnge ln:faona ( Th0y sh0l1ld :J.lwn.yri cnt ·:d th them) 

likomu 7-arnina ( your c:1 ttJ.o) 

li_co z:3.kn (rny food) 

2.1n1i .. :faon:\ (it:? blood) 

5. 6. 'ronornot£_l:!_ol9.fx.:. 

'.Che allornorphs /-ka/, /-ho/ :md /-ho/ :1rc bnsio::d.ly 

low--ton,cd. /-hrfo/ ·,nd /-ldo/ r11w2 '.l. HL sequence blwic-­

nlly. All other forim.: !eve a LL noqu,mcc be.,iior.lly, Th() barrn 

fornw from which tho other tonornorphs may bo prodictod n.rc best 

obt:1.:Lnecl. whdl tho absolute occur:, ,u; object of a sonbmce, with 

no :1.d;lunct. '.L'hc following are tho tonomornhs that m2.y b<J accomrno•­

rhted by 2,bnoluh, Pronouns: 

5,6.1. 

L 

HL 
LL 

0 

H 

HE 
LH 

The tonomo:r.ph C occvrs as follows: 

( a) vlhen im.mcdiat,,ly folJ.ow 0sd by a noun. 

yona kubo ( j t' tlhl blanket) 

:uni:\, rnutu (me~ a person) 

yen~, mulen~ (he~ the chief) 

son:{, sile'pc (it, thcc, axe) 

ndatnh@'ndate (my grr,pdf:lthor) 

(b) \/hon immcdiatcJ.y .followed by rm enuw~rativro· wi.th a low-toned 

prGfi_x. 

yorn{ ifi? ( whi.ch onr~?) 

lnncf brifi? (which of uo?) 

tom{ tufi? (which of thorn?) . , 
y,d.ta ifi? (which on;, of rnine'l) 

z,cfzorn( J.ifi? ( which onc):;i of theirs?) 
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( c) When iinrnediatoly fcllcwod by a negnt:i.vu predicat:i.ve other than 

t~i'J prec->mt subjWJctiv,) negativ,J of p,Jttern S1'*-si-lrn + 

811:"-n-R-a. 

Mir1,( h::umUiktiba (You cu~e no·b fool.'.'/) 

Kon,£ ,,.k{mati (As for it, it doeG net run) 

Yoni hf'twi ( As fer him, he doc,, not f2Jl) 

Nnrf ~ci..nlba't{ sinkwa (As for in,,, I do not wnnt broad) 

(d) When inJJ1l0dir,t,1ly foll.owed by a v(,:rb in the part:i.oipi:11 mood. 

Yenct nffwile (Ho 

Bon,{ bali banwi 

had fallen) 
1 ( HL:i rilone ) 

Llmi rn11ncl'.lo buh6be ( As for us, we had on.ten bi·0,,.d) 

when followed by a principal positive prediootiva. 

5.6.2. 

Luna lwaop6ta (As for us, we nra singing)· 

Nna nac2 (As for me, I am 08,tin,g) 

Wen6. wlc,'c (You always e,.,t) 

The bc,,si:; form occurs in fall other SJ_tuntion~1 B 

kuluna ( to us) 

kr(bona (r1bout the:m) 

Bona b:fop,§1.a (As for thGin, they Gre singing\ 

Anil::1.ti zon8. ( I do not like them) 

Bu.laya yorn:c (Kill him) 

Anibonf ndat6ho (I do not soo your fnthor) 

1, Tho absolute pronoun horo rofGrs to an honorific plurnl 
noun of cl. 2a, w1d is thns trans1',tod by "him." 



CHAPTRR 6 

Q.U AL I I•' IC NI' JJ1lli 

6.o. 'l'he:n, aro six different ty'peG of qualificati ves, 

oach tyv~ being morphcl Jgici-111.y unj,que. All 

qu:;1lificativos w:i th tho exception of th,) 
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demonstrr1t:ivo F.tnd tho invari.able, consist of a class nrefjx 

and a r;tcm1 , a particular scriCJS of prefixes matchi.ng with a 

particular range of stems, Exocpt for one or h,o stems, ,mch 

m; tho enumerative stco·m /-ry,i/ (one), there is alr,rnst complete) 

mobility of the ctems within a particular series of prefixes. 

Thus, for .i.ri.sLanca, the adjeotivc1l r,,tern /-nsu/ (blt\ok) occurs 

wi.th all adjcotivA.l profixcrn, and the enum,,rHtivc storn /-fi?/ 

(which?) occur13 with all the iillUJncr·ativc profi.irnf;;, 

Qualificati.v011 occur predominantly in a modifying 

capaoi ty to an .antocodcnt substanti.vu, oi thcr noun or pronoun. 

Whvn fvnctioning +hus, thoy follow the :;mbstanti ve modified, in 

word o:rd.er, rmd aro horo t,!rmed "dqiendcmt". Qualif'i.ct1tiV<)S 

aL;o occur '" i.thout antocedents, o:l trwr subst1,,nti vally, as ,rnb-

j oct or object of a sentfJncc, or as posHe1H~iVO; loca.tj_ve, 

oopulative or r,.dv(lrb bases. They :,.er(, them tcrm.ed "i.rt/lopcndont", 

IndcpendEmt qualificnti vos may, in turn, be modifi(,d by other 

qualifioati ves, or by apposi tion:,1 nouns or pronouns. 

6.1.0. 'l'HE ADJEC'I'. I VE 

An adjective may be d,Jf'inod as a word which has any 

one of the list of prefixos given hereunder, togothcr with a 

stem, whi.ch stern may co-occur with most, if not all, of these 

prefixes., 

6,1.l. Table of adjectival prefixes: 

Class 1. yornu-

2. baba·-

3, emu-

4. ycmi-

1. Th,_' dcmonstr,:>.tiv" iii included h8rc since it f.i.11s tho, sarue 
oyntactio slots ,:en tlw other qualificativos. 



,-
) . loJ i-

6. c.\ma-

7, se~n,,~ 

fl. byobi- .... b-:.bi-

Bx. 2, 0 r/J--
9. yor/J-

J.0. "er/!--
11. lulu-

12 • kaka--

13, totu-

14. bobu-· 

15. koku-

Hi, foku-

17. koku-

18. moku-

6.1,2, Tho adj,,ct:i.vo pr\'ifixos axo of two main stx•uctural 

types. Th,, maj ox·ity are of structursS OcVsccvp -

(Cl, 3 has/¢-/ as its class consonant horsS), The prefixes of 
· C S cl. Bx, 9 -~.nd 10 are of structux·e C V --¢-. Cl. fl hns two allo-

morphs. Those are idiolectal or dialectal alternants, Noto that 

the second all- ,wor-ph has /b--/ H.t➔ an irregular cl:,ss consonant, 

'.Che class 16 prGfix is of str-uctux·rJ 0°-.. o-ku- and thlctt of cl. 18, 
C S of Gtructux•, C V -k\.1-, 

The following is a list of adjective stems. It is 

probnble that there ,ccn-c, ~, few other t~te;ns not listed her,;. 

Numerals: 

-boli 

Col.om:· ad.joctives: 

-fub,5lu 

-kun(fou 

-kwa"ba 

-kwebu 

-nala 

(two) 

( tl:iree) 

(four) 

(n!d) 

(reddish brown) 

( with white face s.nd w1cln·side) 

( whi.te-tails,d and -legged) 

(white-bellied with whita spots on tho 



-paswa 

-puzwa 

-sasa 

-suta 
~sOto 

-1=1urnu 

-swnu 

-taba 

-tala 

-tukwa 

-tulifli 

(b1aok) 

(black, wj.th white) 

(blueish grey) 

._.'.~ 

stri.pos on the b&lly) 

( wh.i t0, with small brown spots) 

(g:N;yioh) 

(dark brown) 

(with white faoe and throat) 

(white) 

(r0d or black, with very small White 

spots) 

(blue, greon) 

(rod, with blaok or white stripes on 

tho faoe) 

( rod or black, with sev0rc1l big patches 

of white on tho baok) 

Mis o e 11 ::tl}Q.Q.:l,!_J. 

-oupya (hornh➔ ss) 

6,1,4, 

-hulu 

--kai? 

-kima 

-lnfswani 

-noa 

-nde 
., . ••ny:i.nynn;. 

·-!)ata 
•-r',j_h1fli 

-ni'snni 

--tE)lele 

-·hmn 

(old, adult, grown-up) 

(how mcmy, how much?) 

(oo many) 

(stout, thick, thick-sot) 

(short( 

(new, young, fresh) 

(good, nioo, beautiful) 

(small, J.ittle, tiny) 

( r:moh, many) 

(fomale) 

(thin, slundor, loan) 

(tnJl, long) 

(big, large) 

The following arG oxampil.oo of adjectivces, most of 

thom mod:Lfying a nolill. 

I'' , m,ma yomuncB 

b,ma babanoa 

(a young man) 

(young children) 
mur;hab,Sti orn1fow(lU ( wh.i t,J 83.nd) 

my,:,hn yomi'0Hta (m:my yonrs) 

lil&nba loli tSlulo (a J.Jng ·,1ct-garden c,:,nal) 

ruat6ma 8n1'.Yt1de ( good co.:2,:2,0.va gnrdcns) 

· l ' l · "f b '·L sipu UTil\U:l SOf3l" u C. u 



6.1.5, 

bitongw,,ni by,)b{lfflu ( thr,Jf, hyenas) 

likwalo zCfutHflu ( rod door·s) 

ngu yr!.swru (a whit{.➔ shGep) 

J 
. ,, 

.1ngu zensu 

kahw.Jna lvfkany:i'.nym1i (a Li.ttlc 

tupuli tohfnc ( four kids) 

hLlCWa:.;t bobiJtalci (grO(i!n 1~·rcu:;~;1) 

kuzaraaya kokU:Data (;,:uch trrwolling) 

fok1.U1t3u ( on top, whsr,J :Lt :Ls black) 

kr5°kunde ( thcsrc, where t t i::1 pleasant) 

mokufubelu (inside, where it :Ls rod) 

1

:rhc b/1.~3e tono.~.:;orphr::; of .-··dject.i..ves occur :I.n tho :JrtL:~) 

:Ji tu·· tion:·, -,_,,: tono::1orph /\ "f the noun. Tonoliior,_-;h C, with 

f:i.n'.ll /H/ :i.n en.ch c.3.:-3e, OCCUl'D 5.n thu 8CLf.il(~ [1i tt.v:t"iij_o:1:HJ . .-_:_~J C of 

the n,oun ( Ser::·: 3. G. ) , Por CXH}.~:.pJJ,s of tl.v~ bo.,':H➔ fort~ (h_1 c 6. l O 4. 

'"') f' lJ , '" G' c.·•,c ,·, }csc• ']'] -, ·t -,,,-j· · t ··', ·•·c,) ,-, J 1::i.t;; o .... cw1.i.1!::, ex .. t.11_1:J ....•.•. , .1. .. ,.l..(.d J. __ ,e ono.dol_:-:1· ....,. 

b:1 b;'{ki::::!:-( h•:\f j_? 

zO·Ltflele' 15.fi_? 
, 1 , n 

,YOli1lU1(" i:3 hr:i.yo 

lFtb:Lswni Ddbaun:t:1 

(which stout ones?) 

(which tQll ones?) 

(tho pretty one is not th~re) 

( the ~,.rh.i .. tc on.e.-:1 wnre ru:n.n1nrr) 



6.2.0. THll i%iUMERATIVE 

An e,mJ.'IlEl:t"),tive ma,y be defined ,.-,s a word which has any 

one of the list of prr-;fixe~, gi . .vn,1 hercund0r, together with a 

steE1, \,hi,ch st1,m may occur w:i.th mo,'lt, if not all, of these p:n1-

f.Lx:.es. 

6.2,1. Table of unumert1..tive prefixes: 

Class l. tlU~ 00 u-
') 
~ . ba-

3. mu- 00 u--

4, l:J,i- (.>0 i-

5. l:i-

6. ma- "' a-

7. si,-

8. bi_-

Bx. li-

9, :)- 00 i-

10. li-

11. lu--

12. ka-

L5. tu-

14. bu--

15. ku-

16. 

17. ku-

18. 

Tho follov,iing is a list of enum.ertit:Lve r:::tems: 

-fi? 
.1 

-l)Wl 

-·ui. 72 

-sili 

(whi.ch, whi.eh one?) 

( On(e) 

(of wh,,1t sex?) 

(different) 

1. With the exception of cl, 2, this stem does not occur with 
concorde of the plural clasr,os, It occurs with a cl. 2 
prefix when q_w;li.fying an honorific plural noun of cl. 2a 

cg. bi\'ndr,hf bal{ ba9wi ( father alone) 

2, M::tny people use this stem only w.i th prefi.xcss of ol, l and 6. 
Thby uec the form /ma9 i? / in hotE,roconcordial ag:r<oomcnt with 
no't.me of oth"r than cl. 1. 

cg. batu m,c1;.') 1? ( p,~ople of 11bat sex?) 
lit:c1hwri nv,c1i (,;, dr'unknr-d of what es:,x?) 



In thosG clnssos where thor0 ~re two allomorphs of tho 

t;!httnl;;ro.:t i vo prefix 1 t'hn f:1Gcond e:i.,llomorr,1h occurs wj_ th 

the stems /-fi?/ and /-sili/, ~md in the cnso of cl. 9 1 also wit~ 

the stem /-oi?/. The firet ollcmorph occurs with the stems /-oi?/ 

( ,;xce1nt for cL 9) ,,md /·"nwi/. 

muhf ufi? ( Fhich pc; c.son) 

·11·1•r-~ n ,.t · .-, (. h · l l f , t ,, ) , " .... "' muo i: a c a. c o w.w · ecx. 

rnukcJlo ,faiJ.i. (;c1 ctLffc,rcnt o,,.noe) 

rnukc:5"16 ulf mun w1 1 ( OUd Cfl.llOG) 

mit6b6 if'i? 

m1t6b6 mi!)i? 

(which rsadbuok?) 

(n,cdbuck of whs.t 

mr1tnhwa asili ( other drunkards) 

matahws mac1 i.? (drunk::rds of which :'5ex'?) 

nj:i ifi? (which dog?) 

nj& iDi? (a dog of what sex?) 

(onu dog) < nj:i *il:i' '.Jowi. 

6.2.4. Ap,trt from hn.ving :J prefix 1Jnd ,:i ,itom at the ,mb.citr?:"tc2 

h·,vel, the enumerative acco!Illnodc,tus two tonornorphcmes, 

one on the prefix and ono on the stem. The tonomorphoffiO over the 

pr, fj.x ha,3 two :'lllotonomorphs, /L/ and /H/. 'ChG n.llornorph /H/ 
occurs bcforu tho stem /-sili/, and tho allornorph /L/ with all 

other std·,1s. 

1:n.1.lena usili. (8 different chief) 

batu bisili (different people) 

bucwala busili (different beer) 

mulcnci'. ufj_? ( which chi.of?) 

bi~)i? (of wh~"t sex?) 

luDWi. (0110) 

The st()rn.0
, /-fi? /, /-··,:i? / and /-,1wi/ ,1.1',, b11c;ically low­

tonod though our one informant u,sos a high tone on 

/-f'i?/, The stom /-fi?/ carrioa a tonomorph /H/ when followed 

by a notm. 

if{ oaka? (which one? doctor, that is?) 

si.f{ ei.s/pe" (which one? ship, that is?) 

No f!Xnmples of' /-ai.? / or /-awi/ followed by a noun occur in out· data. 

l. Enurneratives bmwd on the st,:;m /.0wi/ ooour• c)nly in this 
participial copulative construction. 

') ,_ ' The CJnurneruti vo concord here, is presu.;n:Jbly /o -/. '.I'he syllabic 
h / cU.sappG:U'c: in this phr:J,lCJ-mcdial situstic,n, and its ·tone 
is ossumed by the procading syllable (sec 0.5,4.) 



6,2.6. 'l'he stem /-sili/ has the basic tonm101°ph /LL./. Tho 

·t;ononorph C ~ /LE/ v occurs :tn. the sri.me s.ttus:tj_ons as 

79 

th,1 tonot-"'O:t:·ph C of the n<JU,1. C rclc10 occurs when follownd by 

ti'.,, il{ ufi? 

bF(Sill b:-Jfj,? 

(which other one?) 

(which other ones?) 

(a different one, doctor, that ie) 
(a different dog) 



80 

6,3,0, 

The I'fcllat:LVei .iG of two type13 -- direct and indirect. 

These two types are di~tinguished by both their prefixes and 

A dj.rc,ct r<cilattvc:i rnny be defined. aa a word whi.ch 

hru1 any one of ths ]J.st of prefizes given boreilllder, together 

with a stem, which stem may ooour with most if not all these 

prefj_:x_e,s ~ 

6,3.2. Table of direct relative prefi)~es: 

en.ans 1, 

2. 
3, 

4. 

5. 
6, 

7, 
8. 

9, 

10. 

11, 

12. 

13, 

14. 
15, 
16. 

17, 
18, 

• ya••· 

b1'tba·"· 
,. 
O·-

• e .. 

leli--
• a--

s6si~-

bysbi--
• e-

161u-­

lu(ka·­

t6tu­

b6bu­

k6ku-

k6ku--

The }JrPfixes of cl, l, 8x and 10 ar0 of structur0 CcV. The vowel 

associated with the cl. l prefix is /a/, The vowel associated 

w:i .. th the J'r(-,fixBs of cl. Gx and 10 is the secondary vowel of those

clat:ises, i" e. 

structure V3
, 

/e/. '.l.'he prefixes of cl, 3, 4, 6 and 9 are of 
C S C p 

All other prefixes are of structure CV CV, 

These t>ref:iJr.es bear :J tonomox·},h /HL/. 

6.3,3. Direct relative stems are of two types -- pre­

diN;tive ilnd non--,1redi.cative, The pred:Lcative stems 



list of non-predicative relative stems1 occurring in direct 

relative constructions. 

-boi 

-bifki ti. 

-bun61o 

-butali 

-butu'ku 

-buzwa 

-cwalo 

-did:t2 

-fufu 

-j6jo
2 

k
,, 

- opo 

(cowardly) 

(heavy) 

( so:ft, easy) 

(clever) 

(sore, painful) 

(lazy) 

(like that) 

(blunt) 

(warm) 

(sharp, piercing - of eyes) 

(crooked, dishonest) 
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-makuna (perverse in refusing food preferred and 

6.3.4. 

-mapunu 

-mata 

-mezi 

-mulimo 

-munati 

-musa 

-s:l'pala 

-taha 

-ta'ta 

changi.ng one's mind afterwards) 

(naked) 

(strong) 

(wet) 

(good, kind) 

(delicious, nice, tasty) 

(good, kind, charitable, merciful) 
(broad) 

(wild) 

(hard, difficult) 

The Indirect Relative 

'.l'he various types of indirect relative construction 

have not been studied in detail, and are, thus, not included here, 

We include, nevertheless, a list of i.ndirect relative prefixes 

and examples of their occurrence. 

1. Many of these stems are de!'iVed :from nouns or adverbs. 
Certain tonomorphological substitutions occur in deriving 
relative stems from nouns, Nouns assume tonomorph B when 
funct:Loning as relative stems. 

2. Note that these two items collected at a late date are in 
conflict with the statements in 0.1,5,2, In view of this, 
a new phonemicization might be necessary, 



6,3.6. 

The following is a 11st of indirect 

prefixes: 
relative 

( 
( C' .. { 

Clase? 1, ye- ~ yo- ~ y-
2 . be,- ~ bo- ~ b-
3, o- ~ w-

' ye- yo- Y'-.,. .. - ~ 
5. l")- ~ •·10- ~ 1-

6. a- o- ~ 95-
7, Se- - so- ~ s-
8, bye- e, *byo- - by-
8x, ze- - zo- ~ z-
9, ye- ~ yo- - y-

10. ze~ ,, zo- ~ z-
11. lo- - lw-

12. ke- ~ ko- - k-

13. to- - tw-
14, bo- - bw-

15, ko- ,. kw--

16. :t'o- ~ f-
17, ko- - kw-
18. mo-• ..... mw~ 

The last allomorph in each case occurs be for\) the 
subject prefix 

batu1 babclna 

mi.kola yo'.bona 

/a-/ of cl. l or 6. 

(tho people whom he [cl, 1] sees) 

( tho canoeG which they [ cl. 6] saw) 

lucacani J.wfl'.seh0 ( the bush whj_oh he [ cl.1] cut) 

In those classes having three allomorphs, the second 

allomorph occurs as a dialectal or idiolectal, and 

in at least some cases free, alternant to the first allomorph, 

befor•e subject prefix,;s having the vowel /u/. 

J_ .k 'l'b' 'l'b' l omu zo u ona ~ ze u ona (the cattle which we see) 
1 "b ' ' 'b ' ( th l . f l ma ena. o ona ~ au ona .e c llO'"S w 10m you 

whom you 

[ sg • ] 

[pl• ] 

see) 

see) mutu y6mubrSna 

silepe s61Us6ha 
(the person 

~ seluseha k,:l'.'sona (the axe with which 

he [cl. 11] cuts) 

1. The antecedents are not tone-marked. 



6,3,8. 

6.3.9, 
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The first allomorph occure in all other cases, 

b k ,.;' ,, ,,, 1 u a ycm,,rn 90 a 

lizoho lc.fsfseha 

bindu by,fbayaha 

kokataha 

1nob.{:f it fl (l 

(the book 

(the meat 

(the hand 

which 

which 

which 

I was writing) 

it [cl. 9] :is eating 

she [cl. 7] out) 

( the ramshackle hourJes whi.ch they 

[ cl. 2] .:,re bllilding) 

(whero it [cl. 13] comas) 

(where it [cl. 13] has passEJd) 

The indirect rslative prt,fj_x accommodates a tonomorph 

/H/ in a11 our• examples, 



THE POSSESSIVE 

A possessive may be defined as a word which has any 

one of the prefixes li.sted hereundcJ:t, together with a possessive 

particle and a stem. 

6.4.1, The following is a list of possessive prefixes: 

Class l, vi-

2. b-
., 
;! • w-

4, y-
,; -. l-

6. ¢-
7. s-

8. by-

ax. z-

9, y-

10. z-

11. lw-

12. k-

13, tw-

14. bw-

15, kw-

16. 

17, kw-

18. 

6.4,2. The possessive partio].e has two allomorphs, /-a- m 

-¢-/, The allcmorph /-¢-/ ,Jccur·s before the absolute 

pronominal t'ltem /-aka/, The allcmorph /-a-/ occurs in all. other 

cases, The possei,sive parti.cle always comes between the possessive 

prefix and the stem, 

' 1 likomu zaka 

muk6lo waka 
. Al 'k nu.zwa e ya a 

busun.so bwaha'e 

mal.i amulena 

likomCL zahao 

(my cattle) 

( my dll.l;OUt) 

(my friends) 

(hi.,S relish) 

(the chief's blqod) 

(your ccittle) 

l. Note that a C :-.,r ¢ prefix res1Jl ts in the · itial /a/ of stem 
/-aka/ i,-,i.ng i,n:cgthc>n!l:l.. (See 0.2,3,) 
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All sub,itantivecs and certain adverbs may funoti_on as 

possessive stems. Note that distinctive allomorphs 

of the absolute pron0uns of the lr"t and 2nd persons singular and 

tl. 1 occur witl1 possess·ivc pr0fixas (see 5.3.) 

, . 
ngu yarnina 

st.k6lo sahio 
. .,. ,/' 

nJ a yamusizana. 

b15ndate babasali 

luli'mi 1an,ja 

kubusa kwamLflcma 

lizoho lawaka 

li.ngu zabahae 

b\lka yA.y<Smutc➔lele 

(your sheep) 

(your school) 

( the gi_rl I s dog) 

(my paternal mmttJ) 

(the tongue of the dog) 

(the rule of the chief) 

(the hand of my one) 

(the sheep of his ones) 

(the tall one's book) 

bucwala bwakakasweu ( the white one's be<,r) 

mubala waufi? ( which one' cl colour?) 

manaka azan/ (the horns of those over there) 

tunwana twabye (these one's little fingers) 

batu bakaoenu (the, people of today) 

lika zakamtfso ( the things of tomorrow) 

rnusebezi Wclkffmita (everyday work) 

6,4,4. Signifl.oance: Possessives may indicate ownership, or 

some attribute, functton, use, locality, time refer­

ence or order of the antecedent. 

Tonomorphologv: The tonornorphology of posseGsive 

stems i,s troat,1d under tht, sections d<,Hling with the 

tonomorphology of the othfJt' substantiv,is. 1'he possessive particle 

h,;,s two allotonomorphs, /H _ L/. The allomorph /H/ occurs before 

sterns with an initial low tone, '.l;hE➔ all.ornorph /L/ occurs before 

stems with an .initial hi.gh tone, For examplErn see 6.4,4. 



6.5.0, THE DEMONSTRATIVE 
C 

There are four series of demonstratives, as tabu-
lated below: 

1st Pos:i.t.Lon 2nd Position 3rd Position A 3rd Pos.iti.on B 

Class l ... 
, 

yf,() yo A , 
yall;,~ A ~ yani 

2. bi btlo bale' ban:!'. 
3, 

, , 
w&1e • ., 

WO woo wani 

4, 
, , 

ya.le' ' ~ ye yeo ymu 

5. J.e leo laJ.e' lanf 

6. 
, , a1e A ., 

a ao ani 

7. se 
, 

sa1~1 san.:r seo 

8. bye byeo A , byale byan:!'. 

Sx. z e' 
, 

zale' ' ., zeo zani 

9, 
, , . , A ., 

ye yeo yale yani 

10. Z8 zeo zS.l<l A zanl 
11. lo loo lwh\le lwan{ 

1;..~ • ki kao kale kan{ 

13, to too twale tw&nr 
14. bo boo bwa1e' bwan:t'. 

15. k6 koo kwale kwan! 

16. ff.( foo 
A , 

fale f3.n{ 

17, kwana koo kwale kwan:t'. 

18, 
, 

mo m6o mw810 mwani 

6. 5. 1. The demonstrative pronouns of the first position ~,re 

of structure CcV8
, except in cl, 17 where it is of 

structure /cc -ana/. Second position d,,monstratives are of struct-

/ CS r ./ ure G V -o/, except in cl. 16 where it is of structux·e/ C '-6 o;, 

Third position dernonstni.tiVQS htJ.ve two al·ternative structures 

/Cc -ale/ .snd /Cc -an:i'/. 

In the case of the second position series it would 

be possible to segment between the 

vowel, and then to posit /-o/ as a 

position series one could segment 

and the vowel /a/, positing stems 

final 

stem. 

between 

/-a1e/ 

/o/ 

In 

the 

and 

and the preceding 

the third 

initial consonant 

/-ani/. Further 

segmentailwun could occur between the /a/ nnd the /-le/ or· /-n:!'./, 

with the latt,,r two posited as stems, and the /-a-/ set up as a 

particle of soma kind, Jn series of this type, however, there 

is nothing to be gained by such analysis. 1rhen,fore in ·this -----
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t3tudy -11," do no more than note tho structure of the dcimonstrativo,; 

tu1d do not attempt to eogmont thorn into morphomoe, 

Tonomorphology..;, The l~3t posi ti_on domonr;trative 

~tc·<~oi'.:ir1H)d.ii tes :\ 'high ·tone o:icr::;pt j,.n cl. l'/ .... v?here· it 

c\ooorni;10dntos a tonorJo.rph /HL/. Th8 seco•·1d position acconunodates 

hro po,·siblc, tonomorphs --- /HL/ ,•:nd /HH/. Tho tonomorph /HH/ 
oect1r,:; in tho sao2 si.tuati.ons as tonomorph C of the noun (see 

Tho :5rd po:Jiticm seriE,s accommodates a tonornorph /HLH/. 

Significance: The first position demonstrative 

indicates an object near the speaker. The second 

position demonstrative indicates an object near the person 

addrN1l'3ed or cquidist,111t from spN1ker and hearer though not very 

far. The third position demonstrative indicates an object re­

latively fer from both the speaker and the person addressed. 

There appenr-e to be no di_fferoncG of s:i..gnifi_canoe b0twer.m the 

two series for the third position. 

!\.-t thi;-:~ t:1t;·,gc •;.,'e h:::,_ve only one exa~iJple of this 

type of qu:">.lific~.t i ve. 'fi1i.,o i.s the, form /Jduf61:.'/. Inv2.ri­

n bli; q,.vi.lific:YL:Lvc:rn ,_, ,y qw:1lify :my substrmtive ci.nd do not 

rovc:•.1 :111y cc:1cord:L··:l :::::re<F.,CJnt w:i.th th,t r,ubstantivrc. 

6. 6.1. 

b~,:i t·u k~{uf(flu 

liko,,iu k:fo.fcf].. 

(2.11 

( :1.ll 

( :c,ll 

(all 

th, .. 

thrc 

the 

the 

pEloplc➔) 

cattle) 

v•·il ·1 ··-tgt:~ <";•) 
- • -~•:, ,,:, ,.. >.) 

beer) 

'Cono;_;orpholo,o:,;LL /kcmfela/ ,:i.ccor,,:·nodatesc; the tono••·· 

rn.orph /T-LL1HL/ ;.:ir~ its base fori'~1. J;?o~c e:K,'.J,LLplos :.~(~~t: 

ii. 6. U. 'I'onor.10rph C, /J-JLEi{/, occurs when followed by :., subwk111•• 

i; i.V0, 

k;.{ufl{lr{ lun1'.1 (o_ll of UEl) 

ktfufcfl~i i·11ablsl (all the 1.li.lk) 

kr{ufe'tr( buhobe ( all the stiff porridge ) 
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APPENDIX 

Lozi vowels are here treated as being both short and 

long. The question as to whether the so-called long vowels are to 

be tronted as a separate serj.eo of long v0welc1 occurring side--by­

side wj_th the Phort vowo]_t=i, or as gEc'linatu clusters of vowels, 

h, st :Lll doubtful. 

At this stage we do not conceive of long vowels as 

b(=Jing ge1:iinate clust,e:;..--s b 1.1-+; ~1s bt:;:ing d:i,r::tinct;lV8 phon~mcsa We 

thus k,ve f:i ve short vo,rnls and five lnng vowels, 

At the ,Ja, .. ·.e t,tr.rn we recognize that gei.1in:1to vowel 

clu:c,t•cJ;cs do occur. Cne point of difftJronco between long vowels and 

gE,uL1.ate vowel cluc,torf! ,i,,cl the toner-rn st)quences which they (,an 

acooliuJc•d::i·t,J. Both lon1; vowels and gec:iin::i.te vowEJl clusters :Ja.y 

ctccou11:·,oclato the sequ.cmcee /LL/ :,J.nd /HL/. 'l'ho Boqu.0nce /LH/ 

occurs on ger:1inn,te vowel clustc-n:·s but not on long vowelst (se~.1 

0,6,0,) Thus fnr in our d,.1tc1., tho S(➔quenco /HH/ oecuro only with 

long vownlr::. 

There is ilrl n.ppo.ront inoonoh,tenoy in the X'()cogni tj.,on 

of tlw sequences /LL/ and /HL/ oocurrj_ng with both long vow"lo and 

wcir'dnat0 vowel clut,tE,rs, rmd it hos frequently prov0d di..fficul t to 

doe:Ldt) how tho so ser11wneGS are to b0 trea t,,d. In practice we have 

treated of ~eminnte vowel clusturb whero there has been some 

obsorvabJ.o breflk betwe0n the two vowels. WhG'rt, there has been no 

obsorvable brc,rdr., we have treat0d of ,:::. long vowel. 
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