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(i i ) 

The roots f or he ul ima e 1r · tin0 of this essay , were 

firmly laid in m chil hood, uring which er iod I used to 

lis en o various s ory- ellers i our vill ge . The commun · ty 

was a ixed 0 e , ad -:; Uf of So 0 and . lubi s eakers . In later 

9 rs my im ._in I., on as fur her r·red y WO of my eachers 

in Ba u lan u ges . One was he hen . ,,. . C . Jor an , now 

rof . Jo r d3n i he Universi y of isconsin , Amer ica ; and Mr . 

b Ih k 1 t e resent (196) Honourable Mem er Associ ated . : • f\ a e a , , 

wi h Hea l h ·nd Jduc~ io in he as to and overnmen . For 

-~ ini ial ins iration d insigh int0 t h ings African , 

.a 1 lwnys be gra eful to them . 

Secondl I wou d li:(e o ex res gr at itude to severa l 

o her eo le for heir inval abl e hel in he immediate 

eAecu io of his ra he exa c ing hou h reeable task . Fir st, 

my si cere _ anks o o my pr omoter , Prof . · . Z iervogel of the 

L1 niversi y of o fric~ . It was under h · s ab l e gu i dance that 

I· as a last enabled to -ind m. w y hrough a mass of infor ation 

a s eem d to ~ve no e ~innin or en . r f . Ziervogel has 

an unusu,l ·r of inroin ing a st dent ' s weaknes s es in a 

cl e r recise ye 

than disco ages . e 

ym ~thetic m n. er ha en cour ges r ather 

de t . The l At er is made to feel tat 

e can 'o what is r equired of hi~ , ris e tot .e occasion and 

le v · ~ the various r oblems ow 1· ch he d h 1 t , an ea one , mu~ 

find a solu ion . To . e his c a r ac eris ic sayin , 11 I do not 

hink you have rrobed sufficientl y her e , 11 w s a lways a thri lling 

challe 0 e o which secretly looke fo r wa rd it a certa in 

a oun of er urba ion cou led ·flit exci e'.ilent . For this and all 

e 0 uida ce he as ·v en .e , I ~ really thankful . 
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l ,nt o ex~. r es~ i Y sincer e r a i t ude t o t h e bl g es !"1_50 r,• .-,.. - -

, L1 2 ·rho , tiJ e r.er with tre CP. th ol i c di shoi: s of 

~y - 8 r ly q l erl t~e F ther s of Hi her Educat i o 

in t he 

wa s 8t t heir ~ld Co l ege of 

-c- · s . - T 
} .!. - n.1 t j s roject . •J's ~irs · nder a. en . The ea ce of 

'71. i nd !:l n s i r i u:~ l cont o: n men t :'.> I found at koma i n 1962 , i s 

5 :) "18 hi "la thc1t I sh ql l neve r fo r e . There a r e th in s in life 

., rnoney C"ln :10 buy . .h1. ever t he 0 hers ma y be , one is that 

inde scri' 1 le ki nd of eel in J qt· ells u son a neously wi in 

i h th Rt r r e v •e quie ness t ., soo hes , 

e~ ls ind i n ire s l eavin _ him P eace ·,r i ' hR t s i ll small 

cice of c?. l m. 11 To the bl?. es 3S a who e I s i _l y w3 nt to s ay 

" "= a moso boil d e . " 

I m eq uall y indebted t o he r inc · p~ l ch ief o Maama ' s 

C ,i ef 'o . l ~ See i so w o , q v1ri ous ·mes , s rranged s ever Rl 

i ab~ s for me ~ h his ol d ~en . I W8 from thei r li s ha 

I 1 ~ r ne 1 y r ec iou s h· n s 1 o t~e Ast of da suto l and . 

n i conne : on t oo I 1oula ½l so l i e o ention Hi s J r a c e , 

.. r chb "sho ' i ~b q roan3 i_ , :. . I ,, :=l nd t he l · e ·1 3ka r to ho 

~e r-?f erred me fo r di kom- · my f ri ends uss el ::i i bisi , B. ' . , . . Ed ., 

" rtoc · F;,. n a o· o ~nd Simon !1oke e , B. n . with a 1 of whom 

v~l u, le discuss i ons er e held f ro m i me t o t ime . 

I m ls r ef ul t o t he Sen!'.i e nd Council of the 

l l iv 2rs i y of dasut ol n d , echuan d Fr ec or a e an 

Swaz i fl d "or 3 0 enerous r .::i n , enabl ed e .Q co~ l ete t is 

r ojec . 

Lq st b y no mea ns e3 st I a ~o recor my sinc er e 

ower of stren ~t h to e . h· nks y i fe Ida , who r s been 

In 
or e 

me 

e qbs~ ce of a res e1 rc r qn in i q l y , we ha d t o scra e i n 
o a · e ends ~ee . Desi e is howeve r s he never -rud ~ed 
h i 1.., . Ins "' sre enco ur ged me a o on , wh il e she ke 

.e ".) e £' j ·es b t.. r ninT , 
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CH;..PTE I 

S L LEKELA: 

I TRODU CT ror ~ 

h~ main obj ~ct of this study is t o t ry and gi ve 

a r evi ,Jw of r aditional li era ur:1 in Sout.h .e rn Soth 

s su ch h : n, it mus no be r 2 rd ed a s a det a i l ed 

study f ea c h ~nre . I is hoed that by so doin ~, q 

d~e per an full er und crs an i n of . is ty o of 

litar atur e wil l be ga·n d a nd its ~aluc ar r ~ciated . 

This an be st be ac i t ved by a syst ~~ tic r t viow and 

analysis o t he var ious g2nr es wi ha vi ew to ~stabl i 

shing what t echni •Jl\-3S orerat ,:? in them . Their con cnt 

will al s o b ,~ t ak: n in o ~c coun baca use on this basis , 

on J can best 8rriv ~ a ~ir v l u~ a nd socia l $i ~nifi 

canc e t o th a ommu it con arnad , nam~ly , tha Sotho 

of Ba sutoland , R S w~ll as OS ' of h~ n~ public of 

~outh Africa . Ont, a basis of sue nalysis , it should 

be ossibl 2 at a l a t er date o co~rar~ nd contras 

itt c:.n lit ;r ature in S-:>uth :· rn Sot o with i s unwritt c; n 

counterpar , and s ~~ what dr iving forc e s ~r e o er a iv 3 

in the former a s :1 a inst he lflttar : what G. l sm,.:nts , if 

ny, hnvG been ta ken ov er fro "" a st into tho r ~ s,. __ , 

peo l a ' s st is its s iri ual herit1ge , and as cuch , 

it should not only b : nur, 8 nd nur ured , but 

preserved and j ealously uar d~d for al l time s . Thi s 

is becaus .; of the s abili-cy ' ,;.:, i rovide s for , 

without i , a na tion i s lik~ q r ~: it ,out r oots , 
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l i abl e t o b~ blown of b h,a ntl.Js of r 0a z1:; s ; i 

i i c a withst"I r ~ s r-:>n'=' : st 0 hurric~n ...:: s , 
' 

bec1us o2 i is fi rml ro o :.d . He nc .-. h'"' b;i sic obj.::)ct 0~ 

this s udy , whi ch is 0 lac G on r e rd i n .g corn pre -

heri Fi 8 o h2 So _o fro ~ li 0r ~r roint of vi : w. 

Th 2 0 r ql nd tr?.di ion1l li ar ntur~ of South er n 

S th , i s surviv 1 0f ~n ind;finitG as fr om w icb i 

wa s a ndG down fr ot"'l ,en r ·. ion o -J - ncra ion by wo r d of 

in tr.e b oklcss wo r ld of h ~ ,rnci ·.., s , for r i nt · nds o 

f r ee ze a story 9n~ ~iv -. i s R ili y . I t was r e e t~d 

re- t el l i n , with individu~l variq ions h Jr e and 

s ablished conf id ~nc 

2nd ow i ' s S9. id . I 

n tra r · gh n~ ss of w~1 At w.:::i s sa i d 

as mP.d u of v~ r io us ~~nre s ,s 

follows :-

MYTH : / It is ' ~l e , and in h ori innl s0ns· ft 

Greek wo r d uthos nny ') 1 -.: would ':) ~ ~ myth b 1 caus ~ i t 

.. oul d be ;:in or1l com unic: i n . ..L r f esse s 0 r r: l ~t •3 

SOffi8 ha ning i n w . C s • ..... V' ·.tur 1 h~in~s 1r "= c ·me .;rn .:::d 

and ro ablJ in so cto · ng 0 0 .... r 1. ex nnation of som :. 
1 2 

na urRl henomeno n" . Tho l ;:i ro SSO lice ·, arncr 

u -JtG s hi::: fo llowin " dc,fini io of a y h , .::is l a i d down 

by he Folk- Lor e Soci c ~ f Londo n : stor y t ol d to 

account for som.:i t · n 1 • Fro11 t ~ S L def · nit io ns it is 

1 Cqssel l 's =ncyclo a0di of Li ~ r~ r ~, ol . I , P. 372. 
2 • ··1er ncr : THS . D LE Er O ·E B T , . 117 . 
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clG~r thct a my his a sor of answer that rimitiv~ man had 

to find in an ~tte~p to ex lain or P.ccnun for th - num .rous 

u~s ions h9t bnffl~d him . His nswers to the myst eri es of 

., lov e and . tr~d, e c . , k h e form of s ory , 

• i h is e; ener311 r ~f r e o as A y h . 

LEGE D: I is n his ori c3l s ory or n. rrn iv : th:t 

c n ains, nuc eu s his oric ::il f::c sch n s h3 n ~c of a 

p9.rticulnr h r .3 ter ut os~ is r·c ,1 cxist 2n ce is nows , 

s roudcd in mys ~ry , as to be almos ny ic~l or s2mi - yt i ~ ~ . 

Fo r this r t...a son , i t rna also 'b2 s id o be dis or od his or '' 

in th?. h~ emo r of tha his o ic~l fac in it has bjen 

d · s or ed A.nd el~bo r a c d by v;:,· · us .l ~~ rien s derived from y s . 

F BLE : It is . shor story in 1hic 

?.n imals . tis usu~llr did - c ic ~nd oin s to a c _rt~in mor ql . 

I n it , An imate , nd innni.ntG ins s c~k ~nd b~ av ) lik 

ordinar human ein s , with hu .. an in ~r ~s s nd assions . Th u 

v~rious incidents involvod , owevcr, ~r e ;no ne cess?. ril y 

robable", bu ainly 11 · n a dod 
2 

o is ruct or amus" • 

FOLK- TALE : I s :-:1 o pular story h::md -,d down n :1d i i on 

from gener~tion o uencr3tion an 

of tellin~ A story . 

hich as o d f or th~ s~kc 

RIDDLE : ' An obscure desc r i ion o some hing which h2 h.:.: ·r 

is skcd o nR.ma" . 3 
It is r eally ;; c ild of , . .,,it , in wh ic 

1 ncyclo aed i a Br itnnnic ;:i , Vol . 9 , . 447 . 
2 CH BEftS I S T TIET!-i c~· TUttY DI CT I01 · Y. 

3 0 p , c i . F . 09 • 
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Fi 0 EiiB : Th.: ci s<., Ox ' ::, r d -c o i c .io n :ry defi : s i :::! S 
, 

' s .. ort . i hy s ( Y ; 
I .. 2 ~ -r ~. 1 us :i d'i'? ~' , S 8 Wil • To is ·, ..L 

' 
may be qd -·d t hf, rrov : r ' s 1r ·" a ist. il l ~c. or d s 0f wis or., 

in w . ch ~ l'i I,; ~cc ul:-it ·d : x : ri ..:: e ' f h-.; a g~ s is 

FOLK- SON : his · s ~s~n , son~ t h1t or i ginat ed 

q on ~ t he ~o r , 1 ,,, . i er w1 s r ·=i it io 31 y hgnd .-:>d do wn 

by h m. In '.) U n So ho , s c S C . -~ 

·· ~'l n ,~. n.:. ,; r. ., l v d ivid •d in o .,wo !'1 i n 

-:, r ou s w h s ub- ivisi ons , n:-•fi, l · 1 (i} ,hos2 t .,~t •,1.::r c s un 

i. _u lie , ::i r-: •-: (ii) St' er t?t.., n "' s s n b _. bys ,: nd 11. · r1 

n~ l y , th Jr J w:r : 1 r qi s:s ~ v1r io s kinds , such qs 

r ais - po e ras or d i : ro ko , w1ic 

co posi t · o s f So h er s ~tho 

by or on b 8h~l f of outs d ; r!' 
- J 

~d i i o 11 po J r y , co~ os ~d 

r son1l i ti ~s i n he 

commun i us• :: ll y chic "s - nd -..... ar r ·or s s Jssful in ~ 1 . 

Cqssel, 0 . ci . . 227 . 
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1.0 . 3 . Th cs~ unwri tt ~n for"'!s of h,· ~r i stic os s-: ssi on s o:" 

h r e is tr:"' of 3V. t . j. CO 

hss · on.::irv - ocis y , ri h __ :-_s tw0 volu~c s -::nti 1 - d LITSu _ 

s SOTO 1 and t o .~ ·ch constln r ~f 1r an c · will b~ 

in ht, followin ~ qg~ s . h.S h.J ti l __ · ndic1 •s , yths :.nd 

tim .::: s , 

,1 d 

oc1bul1ry . In form, ho~~v 1r . -, ci r ~ crrns ruct : d o 

trc1ciiti on3l lin~s :i V ri l 0 l<:., C::I S - of :::,urin ne ·1 

wine in 0 old. bo 11:.:s . In tL:: succ :.:;d in.~ .q"'::s , Rn . .)~: -

w.:.11 b e: mad J 0 cxc1P1ine he- v'lrious ::- ~nr ~s outlined ~ OVt.-r 

from he oin of vi ew -f' .Ji r f 0rm cont,:;nt a .id t C .. !'li .,_ 

1 
1rt 1 , ls ed· ion , 1 09 · Art 2 , ls _di ion 1 11 . 
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DI s· 01' '! 

I 

The t2rm di tshom_.2 is usad to in' i c c. t~ a v ri e ty of 

stor i es . Among th esa ~r y 1s an agen s , f b cS and 

1 k- t le s . For his r a son, i 1i a no b~ ..c:n tr'3.ns l a. ted 

i n t he beading abo e b~ c 3usa ny of th~se varie i J s is ~ 

11 tshomo 11 in Sou hcrn So _ o . 

iliS : 

Sout rn So ho yt olo y dea s ~ i a v:iri ~ y of 

subjects , a ll r voli ng around 2an, on ~horn he c r ea t e 

universe is cantr~d . In vie . of ~he fac t ~ti t t ~e o s 

ou standi ng v~nt s i human li fe t re b i rth , death anC 

m rria e , it i - ot surprising o f i ~d tat th r~ are 

my hs t , a t e 1 wi 1:h t he origin of aat:-, the hum .. 

inst · t ution of mar .1· i a~e , as v e 1 """s t:10 e th a s"'ek to 

xp ain h ow crtai food- stu fs c a~: t o oa ge e r ly 

known a c c c ect . 1 

Strangely en o gh, ho ever, here 01.. s no s e to 'Je 

a ny myth ~r story th explains :. e C .L e ti on ei th r of 

an imsal or the \/Orld i n : . ich .. 3 li v2s nd eve s . 

gap may perhaps ba due o the f- ct th t a ccor ing to 

tra i tio n , :ie Sotho o asu to n. s-y t h ay or i i na te fro .1 

a plac calle · 1 ts an - ts_tsi i . a . • h e e he s ri s~ s , 

or e place o t e ris · n 0 0 1 the sun . t is s i d to h v 

1 Jaco et: LITS~r:o I, P . 24 , 25 3.nd 27 re spec i vely . 



- 7-

been SU r oun d by tal re2 a3 -~,,...., to ,:;his -a_y ' in co nse -

uenc e her of, ). _ eed er i s su·os i ut -2 i s usu~ l ;r 
,J e r ac te 

out i 
. 
e i n • hich here .. 2w- born 'baby . 1 0 th2 a u '3 s. 

vast aj ori o-" 1:·-e So he , -
S3. t "i i s hi e y . ~ s·:,,an 3.- my 

ca who a geo iph i c a oc io, is unkno·m , excapt for 

th f:3.ct tlFl-C i · a so 8-Nh"' e L -t :1 .:: _, s ) L t 11e d i rec ion 

~rom hich the st·. rises . L. ·· · ~ ·; cf ·bis \·1 i d0 spread 

elief , it is r,.1 the.c inter ·,stin~; 1;0 n e th e: acc or din0 t o 

..... b . l ,_. 1· ,:, en e ger nc.i ~.a cg reg o r "t!'llS p ce J. ::; S i - wg_y ba Ne n 

r nkfor an d red"-" in h~ (.,r:.,.,.3 '- .?r;;: ...,t;a"ta ~L& j·st 

across t e bo .c-~rs er Bas co 

2 . 1. 2 . ition alvO mentions e ~irs ~os o"tho on ear t h , 

res ab y 110 f · :r t to e ;e r ::s e ~ro II · la eng , NtsNa n3.-

t s tsi , 11 i . e . from th -=: re a ~- be at .L tswa na- t s t s i . :- is 

ame s l "'\<e , so •et· es c al - cd · ~ ea. - Lohol o s.nd. his 

h·s surnc1tr:c .i-s }·osi-c o . fur t.e he r e re t wc ext - t li 

of his pr i se s ."' J. t hav1; c ')file down a s and ·•1~1ic ~e 

g ene r ally \' e 11- kno•. n ar:10. 6 ., e Sotho . I i '3 i.::1 the irs 

line of 

a r-s . , -u. < 

11 e "opedi - m::>holo 
Ha e a i k fc s , 

( Ia : opedi , t 'h '= 
I di · not dress 

v a-~ ~ar~ lo e, 
E: ::> esits11e . 1' 

• 

1 e s t son of h~ ear 2r of -ome , 2 
y s e lf · ; as dressed) . 

is b . .._ o· tr a. i ion is al o en .:..ot ed oy E le nb u-= r 

1 D. ""' . E enbe r g r & J •• :, ,.c ,3r ego ~ s o_ Y OP .1.?E J: ;_o, ·- . 18 
2 . c c or ing to £. lenb ''>r :~r a n .. ~3.c g r ~rso lo e is 3.n old fo.!. 

of leo a , a D ·n • 'fuis r:.sc nin::; , owevar s .. is u t~d bJ 
several i orfuants in the ie , , ~o int·, tha t a wro g 

eaning w s g·ven 0 th - ru i -i s io~aries . c ~o~~i~g t o 
the , it .-aans go l ine ::5s , God i ncarna 2. . 1 e la~i;~ m~ani.. 
co e ou1; q_ ite c ~arly i n v~· -.: '.· o,:.~ ~ive!"' u n·-=· 5 .6 . l l ( e ) . 
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') 

~vcn .r ~~a2e~ ~ o~~ 0 t~3 Zir~t obse_var 

..... 
l v • 

. . 3. r~ T -- - -,-,- ~ -· ...,_ - ....... ... t -~ we li~as ~uo e 

1 
2 

3 

e i n 

ro 

H n 

~ j w 
.: i lo 

a ;,. lc=e ~ 
L 1-:e e ~.,. ere 

~ ~ : . .J.·rt,;5 ' 
- C ~ ! t 3 ',V 2 . -

-._ o- . oho .~c:1 .: . . . .c.. 

.c. : .:on~ : ,·; - ..... o 
~1 o j~- Ss~: 21~ . 

_ r. ~ _. !13.: ~ -tJ · -:-1.d 

~ -e ..:... _ > s: 'l of \ ~ r o: ; o .: .:: ; 
Lo .. ~ I .. er.: :--o" · . · -·~ 2 
I ·,!,_s a.::l .:.. t2 -- ~. r ·eo· e: 
~ ... h on.g }-

so 
~ Sc . 

D. F. Ellen er er J . . · :a c . ci\, , F. 15 . 

• 71+ . r b usse JOU i h. des ~rs 
, erb ste s or of si ' .os e 

dict iona y 
"!"'---:-be e en , t ".> 

i wa ho ya . ( I a 
Kea si wa . ( l e) . 

e o o) . 

C • Kea .lol eha . . 
e i ea of " 0 si I in iccj sense i s no contc=i inea in 
e e ex les . T i s ide res-e by - si elwa a s i 

Ho si l wa 0 ' .o . 
a Si e s e 0 i:-!'O , 

or h ' s re son , - si we as ean 
sense o hav i been »unRble o . 

ansla ed as 1 aile 11 , i 
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The next grou of ths is hat which Drinkwa er 1 

ca ls "roma n ic ~y hs , s orie s conce ned witt s ex l ove 

a d the r e l ation be ween men and vornen . 11 This grou r eve ls 

the e.er t hough s Qf t~e co~~uni , and the dir ect i on of 

i mental ands iritual life . es i e their a ra r ent 

s i~rlicity and chi l dis ness t heses orie s are basi c 

commen aFies on he va r ious faces of com .lie t ed human 

na ure . Thu s i n he s ory o a ch ild who wa s born w· ha 

moon o his c es 2 t he hu an wea _ esse s of jea l us and 

r iva ry etween to wives of he sa~e ~n are brouq ou 

in their nakednes s . t he sa e e , he reac io n o he 

com unity as a 1 ole o ards e r:o lo sane , (wicked erson ) , 

i s cl early br ou ht OU 
' 

in 1a t a s soon a s her evil wa ys 

a r e di s cover ed she i s thrown OU of he body olitic . 

Furt e r he bi er fr ui s of 1 amy s ethe 2u , are 

e ual ly de i c ed in h i s s or y as ey ar e in that of 

1' ,fol es wa Dik omo . n 3 

· not he r t y _e mirr o r s hu a 1 ve be een a man and a 

o an , includin~ he comrl icat i ons ha t ay a r ise in l a te r 

life . The va r i ous f a cets of hu an behav i our in such ca ses -

keennes s at be be inni n whic l a er .,, ives wa y to laxity ; 

readi ness 0 ake sole n ar b i ndin ro:n ises , onl 0 

br ea k hem i n c 1ur s e of ime · he rev en e t 'b at the n ed 

a r y may r esor 0 ' and he r esul an miser ha may -· 
fol l ow , env el o in~ even he innocent , al l t he s e a r e cl earl 

br ough ou i n tris , e of s or v . ~ood ea le er e 

i s he s ory of Bulane an sela e , 4 hi e also f eatures 

e ~o t ho custo of ma rrying ones f irs cousin . 

1 J . Dr i nk a 
r . 11 . 

er : T~w OUTLI E OF LITSR TUE , Revised by H. S i _ ' 

2 LI TSOi O I , 
3 0 . ci t . 

P. 102 . 
27. 

4 0 . • Cl . . 46 . 
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Then oo rer1; is he t:,.re o: s or. i:-i w:-,ic. sterl in · 

human quali ies such a~ selflessness and sel - sacrific e n 

ehalf of o ers are de , iced . ~er e , 1e fin ins ances of 

hose rare individuals w o i he face of national 

c.::il amit , are r e · re ,.: o ur ,· he self , renounce a l l \., . ;,V 

hAve and g ive t remselves over o he unknown , in or er 

hn o hers mi~~ live . B 

and in kee i g wit~ scri 

his life s ~11 find i . 

,._ f 11: • d . 1 1.a o r.e si an 11e· sana . 

as so of en ar ens i n life 

r q •.,r it j n ,, s , · 11-i e ta 1 o s e ... 

n exa ~~le of sch ory is 

In some , h 0 re is a s rikin friendshi as well as 

coo era ion between man c1:1d a. i mal art icula r ly t .e 

s aller ones , hi ch Are endo ed · i .. h su erna ural ower s . 

Their r ole is a inl r ~ of ro ec inq the eak and tre 

hel less , as in ne case ~f 1.,.e chil d wi . a oon on his 

C es . n other cases , · o·,ve or , '1an mus first do so. e i n-. 

r .e sefu l iece Q_ wor n an a em .t to hel 

hi11self . His wor is then d ' s ur be:d or undone , e s eci9.ll :, 

b irds and ove s . DU tberea .... e r he is C pe sa ed , 

. d he corn en sa ion akes r.e for of S0'!\8 t i n ..., t a .e ... :1 t.." 

al ays year ed or a~d #hie~ m r e r.an bright ens life f or 

im . Thus he des ised and child ess ~o~an , yopakatal a , 2 

i s he l ed in her rli~h an~ ~iser 

first eat en her seed . 

1 do ves rat .a 

Similarl y , int es ory of .. e bird rat ~ives so ur 

ilk , mafi 3 c a n akes the f b · om , ens orm o a as1c 

s ervice thr t benefi s he le fa il . Such stories 

also see'.Tl 0 nderli a t r e s 0 sa n~ a K~omo ho 

soswa e · tekang , i. e . od hel s those ho help he s elve:; . 

Closely connec ed -,ri t is s l-e i ea hat one z:>od u n 

eserves ano er , and ha - 1,, e . .,, ra eful are auickly 

l LITSO O I , 
2 0 • c·t . 

. 54 . 
• 5 • 

3 LITSO u , r. 52. 
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unished . This is clearly rought out in the storv of the 

or an boy at oba . 1 

n her as ect o ~his coo eratio bet ween ma and 

an ·mal , ce res aroun hose children who , for so~e reaso~ 

or other, are orn i n tte form of a snake and are us ally 

called onyohe . In a fe w cases , howeve r, t hey as sume a 

canine form . For them to be res ored o t he ir no r ma l 

hu an form and ha is , a willing Eirl mus t be found o marr 

hem an l ive Ni h re~ as ~an a. d wife . Secondly , tis 

irl mus , at one ti~e or ano her , ose her tern er or 

atience w h her hus and efor e he can be t r ansformed 

in 0 a nor.::ia l hu'.Ilan bein Such s ories ar e exemril i f i ed 

in he nwnerous versions of he on ohe 2 story a s well 

as in hat of rta!"lo koto in !othi i 5 callee ion . 3 

There is a lso he ty e of story that dea l s with man ' c 

visi to be underworld fro. wh ich he usuall r e turns s ;:i f n 

an s und . In . · s search for .. . · place , man is invariabl ~ 

assis ed by a smAll animal , s 1.tch as a frog . It answers 

i s i qui r ies by er akin fr , i s lace nder t e wa er . 

This is illustrated in he s or of Linanab olele . 4 

nlike in ur eek mytholo y her e he under world is radica lly 

different fro~ t ~at of the living , i ra t i is a dark 

and loamy _lace peo _led by un ~ouc ales, · n So the r n So o 

mytholo y it is similar his orld . The only diffe r enc _ 

is hat it is a 1 ce f len i h ic . he various 

co odities of t his life are oun i n bundance . The 

in abitants of both wo r l ds may eve ex chan~e visits 

LI SOMO I I , F. 115 . 
2 LITSO ·o I . 67 , 72 , 79 res ectively . 
3 I . o hib i : 0 IRIKHOLO Lu LITS- 0 SE LI . 33 . 
4 LITSOMO I , . 10 . 
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as in es ory above . In t h~s connection , it may erha s 

be added t .a 0 is da a . :o sot~o in r eal r oub e r , 

wh i ch he would liKe a . ins ant escane , usually sa ys he f el 

l ike saying , "Lefa tshe buleha ke ke ne . " ( t:a rth , o e u . 

ha I may o in) . 

Th i s seems o oint t o re a c ttat in t he St o 

~i nd , t e ' dea of deat r as re ed of l i e was never 

ace ted . Ther e ar e s 1 s or ies t ha t roint t o h i s , 

I 1 . d ' . l •· ' l d s ch as t .ose of . ·osimo i an . . osi otsane , . R S l o a.n 

:a s i l nya e 2 res i vely . :~as· 10 , t he 'TI Ur der er , s giv 

away by he ear o his vie i i ch t ur ns itse l f in o 

a li tle bird t 1•at oes an r e or s h ' t o t he rel evan 

author ities . T ,e sic idea here see, s 0 be ra one bein 

cann ann i ilate ano her in su er. a 1, ay t hat it ceases 0 

exis a l q:et r . Sue. ex s ence s od - ive n a:1d belonp;s 

0 Eim alo ne horn he anc en s calle 

11 Tl at l atjholo rta~mo oki , 
a "1.mol oki diatla 'i . r o a . 11 

(Tl at l a~a t jho lo fat er o 
Fa her of he saviour wi 

tr:e Sav i our , 
hands fu l l of ho l e s ) · 

a nd o wh om they r ayed r ou~h t~ei r a ncestors . hs such , 

it cannot be ta en a ay fro m a crea ed uma n bein y 

ano ther . I t is only t .e Crea t or who can take i t away ro 

an creat ed be i n . 

The o. ul ar er o of t e se ' r oan ic my hs ," is 

Pr i nc e Masil o , t e hel er of a mse ls 1 d i stres s , ar 

r om h im , t her e is a 1 so ul ane who , 0··1ever , i s co d and 

auster e , aver se o women , and is inva r i ably i nvisible . 

Jhen he doe s a ea r o t he wo a n of i s choic e , he is a 

s r iki ng f i ure cl ad in shin in clot es . His conceit i 

revealed i n h i s r a ises i n wh i h e cal ls hims elf : 

l Op. ci t . • 89 . 
2 0 . ci • P. 2 • 
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Bulane wa sehana - asadi, 
k bu an lo ed. ole . 

( Bulan e , e r efu s er of wo en 
fe o , ned a ~u full of dust • 

There a re wo ro lar le , enda ~• fi ~ures in Southern 

So l".o olk- o The _, are re y - hero Sankatana , and 

the man. ea er , Dimo. T ere is a. in ere st in analo!;_ 

hat so e informan s draw be \ een tr.e story of ~enkatana 1 

and ta f Chris . tt few old men in l· e oma vall ey 

f oasu eland insis on i • ~ccording t o the , t e snake 

n e arden of C:den is he .\ d '1 du o, .. ich t ey also 

equate with sin; he sole ~~an survivor v ob re 

Sen atana , is the vir ~in and ~en atan~ himself , the 

slayer of the ·goku oduno , i . e . sin , is Jesus Christ . In 

the ro rds of one o t r.em : 

11 Noha ka a k ~odumoduno ke sebe ; mosadi ya 
bele ileng ~os an_ ana a Senkatana ke aria ; . 

40Shanvana ya bola· 1en hoofolo eo , ke Jesu . ' 

{The sna e or K~oduModu o is ~in · 
bo r e he boy Senkatana is p r · 
kil l ed ha ani. 1 · s Jes s) . 

he woman who 
e boy who 

This , wever , is no bo r ne out b t e fol l owing 

con s idera ions : Firs t , t .e ,.,o,,, n s rvivor w. o bor e 

Senkatana was wi child , er ea s . 'ar w s a vira-in . 

Secondly , various versions of ~is s r occur in the 

other Bantu :angua -es as vell , and as fr as we kno w, 

no such r e a i nshi is ever dravm e een it a:-id 1~e 

scriptures . Thirdl~ , in er~c ~ reco rded .isto th e 

ot o of dasu oland , lie heir br e ren in the other ar ~ 

1 O . ci • . )5 . 
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of antu- s eakin frica had no knowled e of Christ 

before t he adven of he m·ssi ra ri e s . 

hccording to the stor itself Senkatana foilea a 

n ber of at empts to kill him . And w.en hi s e e ies 

ulti ately succeeded , it was wi is a ar ent consent . 

It wa s robably t e 1iraculous ways in which he foil ed 

their va rious sc emes , as well s e nanner of his ul t·ma P 

iving in , t a r esulted in i s or bei n~ so wo rn down 

abou his real self, as to r ende r him a l egendary fi ~ure . 

An obv ious mythical addi io o h · s s or , is the fact .~ 

af er bein kill ed , his heart is said o have esca ed fro M 

his bo dy and one to t he birds . 

The memorv of the fearful imo on t he other hand , 

is still kep alive in some v·11a ~es by elders who scare 

young ch il r en wi h t e wor ds ·'Di . o ke eo ! 11 ( Ther e is 

• t ) imo . • It is inter es i n t o note a t in s ome ver sion s, 

the particular na rra or r.1a kee hi 0 e of ~uni or gi n . 1 

This, however , is a rar en 1 d e to e twist or slan 

of t e narrator for istorically , i is t e Sotho of 

Basu ola nd rat he r than t he .,uni w .o ra cti sed cannibal is . 

· hat i"' interestin~ abou Di o is r.e fact ha alt ough 

he is such a f earful c arac er, he is invariably ov ercone 

by his intended victifl1S . So e of e a al r ea dy be .. 

in hi s bag , as in he s or of 
~ 

Di mo and ,:madie e sane . 2 

S he ricks him· in 0 eatino; is own mo ' and t e r en esca es , 

hotly ursued by i . ::-he is s 0 ed by a flooded river , 

and turns her self into a smoot li l e s one . Dimo icks 

it u and, de ons ratin q; t o him s e f wha t he would have 

do e to her hBd she been in . h u ls it across he Sl :,·. 
' 

river, where i turns into adie e s a ne . Similarly , in 

1 0 . p , Clt . , 6. 
2 LITSOMO I . 140 . 
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hes or of Tselane , 1 he in e ed vie i esca es in a 

iraculous way and Dimo fe ~ into r oub l e . he his ori c1l 

nucleus here , see~s o have con ~· ned e l e"'!en s of stren 1,, 
l 

cruel and =r uesonenPS S o le wi . ce r . in blind s ts 

-~ la tt er that are 

eY. loited b, :-ie ,,,eak for heir own s.:i et . 

In resent - day Bc1 s u o land , c . ief fo. lomi \.', .o died 

a ew yea rs efore he arrival o~ he fi r st Frenc h 

missionaries in 1 33, is l:ir _el' r ega rd ed a s 3 l egenda ry 

fi~ re . he hi s orical f - c ha he once eYisted is be in J 

used o t !e ack - r ound dnd e~ has i s laid o t .e 

iraculous even ts tA are a c r in aro nd his name , s er 
as his visi o he la~d of do g- ea ers . I w s robabl 

in view of such c nsidera i ons else, er e tha 2 Cassell 

wrote , 1 T e rrocess of le~end r o 

con inuous one , a~d ou s andin 

a nd develo m~n is a 

er son 1 i ti es "'l ' ·c~ nearer 

t o us in 1 me .......................................... . 

ve alr ead a tracted to hemse ves ~e nucl e us , if no 

r,ore , of what wi 1 beco e he leq;8n s of e futu r e . ·' 

F"BLES: 

In fabl es , a s w0 ll as int e res of Sot~o folk - lore 

!-.ere t ey occur , ani als s eciK a::1 act like humn:i b;• in -::, s • 

H an ac ions nd ssions are attri uted to th em or 

ur oses of moral ins rue ion . Such instr ction flows 

fro~ he art icul ar story and usu~ ly a es the forn of 

a roverb . ~s : r esult , t er ~ is a close connection be Wr..J 

l O , Ci . . )1 . 

2 Cassel : 0 . ci . P. 339- 340 . 
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cer a in f ables and r roverbs he l a tt e r e in a s 1 . .u1m;ir·· or 

a condensed for of the for er . Thus te r overb "'1 · __::_..! 

en~ e hloke mah~ l a ka ho ( I'he dassie lr1c -~ ! 

a ail by s endin~ others), is a con ensa -ion 8f the f a· le 

tha s eeks to ex l ain w'ry .·-= d~ssie has o t il. The 

sa~e is true of the saying : 

(Fo ls a r es e in~ s ones o 

k 2 l efa la ba bo 

re ise) , which ea 1 

su .arises t e f ab l e of a do key ha :as r del driv e 

w y b an un ra eful lion rR i 

In some c~ses , rowe ver 

f or TI of he r overb . Thus the sa ··n : 0 se no k ah lwa k e 

none e (rt~ e~rances are dece tive ) , s eems to c 

elaborated a~d ex laine sue ~ as o · as ha t o si o 

and So jane . 2 Likewise , qohlale bo j a mong a bona . (Fri~ 

oes before a fa ~l) , sees ob_ ela orat8d in t he ~torv of 

e boas ful bl esbo~ an .e or oise . 3 

The cleve r est chqract er in fa l ~s is t be hare , 

mutla , w o ·s lovin~ly r eferred to as ~mu lanyana , ( he 

clever lit le har e ) . He lives o his wit s and even 

s ucceeds in foilin~ the lion , .o ic: he ki n~ of he 

ani al wo r ld . In so e cases , he lays t e r ~le of a 

r ickster . He crall en~e ~ w i 

and he ele han o a '=' - o - ar \ ic he a r r a ,.es in sue .. 

a ay hat ~ey ull agains ea c t other wi t out knowin 1~ . 

H devours re children af a~ n·e y firs os in e s 

beir tutor . e ricks and burns Hlolo , the r ed h r e , 

to dea h in order o ~e r is bu~le . ~e himself , howev er 

1 U r ecorded b 
2 LITSO O II , 

Jaco 
. 61. 

e , bu iven in re di x . 

3 0 . cit .. 2 . 
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is not alw~ys infallible ind occasion1l l v ~ets into troub,,. 

Similarly, with birds , t te cleverest is us ually th~ 

smallest of t ~'!l a 11 , ~iotinyane or ·-ot i nti nyane , the Gr:i s E" 

r'la rbler . He t oo outwits the king of the birds , t he a~H~l•J, 

~tsu . On tr a other hqnd , tre ~ost desnised animal is the 

torto i se , kgudu . Thi~ is ~ainly due to his unu sual for~ , 

s ebo peho . ttnd among tte birds , his counter pa r t is t he owl, 

Senhooko , who is so hated by tbe other s ttat he has to hidJ 

by day and hunt by ni ~ht . 

2. J . 15. I n these stories too, virtue i s r ewar ded and vi ce 

2. J .16. 

~unished . The despised tortoise occas:onall y nakes his 

tor~entors swall ow their words of scor n and deri s i on , and 

eat humble pie . Eve~ th8 clev~r little rabbit i s no 

excertion to t his , 3S is proved by tha ver sion of the storv 

of the bl esbok ~nd t~a tortoise w~ic~ substi t ut e s tbe h~r~ 

for the blesbok . The tor toise also emer ~es victorious on 

t wo other occasions on whicr all the otPer anima l s had 

failed , includin~ the lion . ~e W3S tha only one t o 

r emember the name of a certai~ tree aft er all t he other s 

had forgotten it , just as he wa s t b3 onl y one who succeed0d 

in cart urin~ t he wi l y fox t ~a t had r efused to di g a dam 

whose wat er it i.1anted to drink . The t orto i se s eerns to 

symbolise a stron~ and s te3dy char acter, who is not onl y 

reliab l e , but wh o is al so humbl e and r e s erved . 

Al though an i ma ls are personified in f abl es , t hey 

s t ill r etain thei r animal tra its a~d char acteri s tics . 

The 1 ion r oars •vi t h a deep voice , :1nd is :;ener c:illy 

r ecogn i sed as t he kine; of all the o tr ers . The f ox is 1·:i ly 

and cunni ng , wh i le the ha r e is clover ~nd witty . The sam ~ 

i s t r ue of the bi r ds . The oNl r a s bi o; eyes which it 

does not clo s e when it sleeps . The ~ag l e is strong a nd 
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majestic , whi le the gr ass war bler i s small and clever , ~nc 

is not e~silv tr3rped . 

These animRl stories sbow a re~arkable knowl edge of , 

and fRmi l i<¼rity ·,1ith t:-ie habits of the V9rious ;rni mnls tr-11t 

qrpear in t i--e'11 , ,-1.t the s3~,e time , to·.rever , they s aem t o Le 

a furt her commentary on t he diver58 f or~s of hu~9 n nAtur ~. 

Human qu~lities wer e ~rrarently r ecognis ed i n ani~al 

behqviour , incl uding man's idi.osyncracies wh ich ar e 

portrayed in variou,c; w::iys . It is pr,bably for t r i s r eason 

t h~t s uch RnimRls ~ere rersonified . fhe mo r a ls that s0me 

of the stories point to , and che pr overbs t hJ t flow from 

them , see~ t o s u~r.ort this c0~tention . It is onl y humnn 

beings who ar e c~ pable of l e3rning f r o~ t he exper ienc~ of 

others , and who c?.n use proverbs to ~iv2 roint to thei r 

stAtements . 

FOLK- TALES : 

hS ag? inst the three tynes ~f stories dealt with 

above , t her e a re, number of po~ula r stor ies tbnt seem 

t o have been told for no ru r ro~e ot h~r t r.an thBt of 

telling a story t o pr ovide ~muserrient . These a r e f olk- t a l.1s , 

popular imaginary inve~tions of t~a stor~: t eller s of old . 

Amon:i.: them , is a tyr-e of story in which a oerson 

exchanges An a rti cle tha t he possesses fot somet hing els2 . 

ThereRfter , he exchan~es his new acquisi tion f or yet anoth~~ , 

and so on until tte end of the sto r y . Close ly allied 

to tris , is the t y~e of story in wr-ict ,;:,. ch3r acter is 

involved in a number of incidents or happenings whic h he 

occasionally enumerates in sun~a ry fo r m a t cert a in 

intervals .. He begins with tte last one ,rnd works back1var d 

up to t he f i rst . n ~ood ex~~pl e of s uch a story is t ha t 
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T e ch3r c ers t }~t 1 ~nr in f ol - t l e s ':la ' ~ither 

be ~eo l e , a i~~ls or · o ~ . 

su ch a s i o ·rn ~~c-i s ilo . The r ~e r m~ even 1 , e~r s ~ 

C i ef . 2 The s cr ies lie:-r1se v:::?s a r e usually sror 

a ew my bes i ~1 l y 1 n~er . h2 l A Gr s eem o be 1 

s er igs o jo i ned er ·sodes wovPn r o nd :1e cen rc1l fi __ 

us unl l 

her e i .o ~ sto. ·ned r i e i e:1 s i on ow~r ds one 

final cl i a . 'l'hei r .:.. L i _ro 1bl due 0 .8 desire 

or hab i S0'12 :i rr :1 o r s 0 ::n 3 h eir s nri e s by 

combini n ~: 1 r "I h~ r . ~n t:11 te. s e .ar -. i:!ly . 

s ori es of rec2n or L ti qr he sta 'Tl of recent t i m~ 

T .is s a r tic ., l :,rl. ~:--; c·~s ro.., ... . 
:1 f vi e•·, of v f::; 

cair cont-:. .., ?.n d oc::i u:. .:iry . =!'1 fo r ".1 , o 1ever, re ?. r e 

C ns r ue ed on r ad · i o'1~ l ine s ·e h?r:;ict ers be in 

ei he r h 'T\a n be in;rs , en i !'.l, s or b:) )1 . ~h e s rikin?; r: in 

h ~r e , i s thci wr.1:.-r e u ~i , s 1r ~ conc er ne , t ~ ~r e 

e · t .er So I o or .fri kaners .e So bo fo r 1 for 

Boer is eburu , qnd . i s is .e or . ta is s ed in hem . 

T e r e?. son f or i i s i s ers wer e h~ onl w. i ~ 

eo l e wi 

sc .q l e or a n :i-ib~ r of ye,. r s <.) f r -= 3,qsu-c.ol ~nd beca e 3 

r o e c o r d t e . i.s :1 r e ul , ,. r· kaa s ords and conc 2 t '3 

LITSO 'O 150 . 
2 LIT 'O O I I , F. ~1 . 
3 Cf . LI Yrl nTS~ Z in LIT O :o I , .1 . 
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like fereha i'rom vrv came in 0 South ern So ho UC ca rli. r 

han ose of an 0 h-sr Suro Pa n lan _ r'l...,e . T us in tJ--,p 

s r 0 t ie ~r\; ccrnd h-=:: n , 1 e hare oes off to 

chr s en ;in imaginary chil :::in r.is e urn he tells h v 

lion h~ e c~lled ·t ~ol~-wa - Fe e , ich is a transl1ti -::i.:-: 

of Afrik~ ns : Di ~ers e hoe el , · . ~. t e first row . In 

e sames ory , ~ but er chur or vat , hie r3s nknow 

the S ho , is call ed i sa ya sereledi • i , e . a pot 01 

bu t er . 

In he love story f he X an he hyen 2 a nu:nber 
' ,r ar i les ertaining 0 h rs e r n_ are rient ioned . 

m em are ~ J borikgwe r . ....£!!!2 , l orro d 

fr m frikaans , ~, broek and OOr.1 r~s e c ivel v . s· il?. 

.aerial bjec s such ~s wa ~ons ~nd s irru s wee unknown 

o ha oho . The same is true of orses . wa ?on is 

cal l ed kolo i , a ~ord ha is used for any ~ovin~ structure 

ha is bi e ugh o cnrr- se eral le P.t 1 ime . 

or- cP.r is of en r eferre o s k loi ; a t rain 

as loi •a mollo , (A wa~on of fir e) i ddition to 

terene . S irru s are meraho fro, h~ ver s em - £..filll , 

a h2 r·ctar 11 .icks 1 hesirruf 

ou in a firm way rs , or . n. horse is pere from n.('rik.-~1c-

he S ho pi si is no ah rse u a zebr3 . The 

firs h rses ca e to ~as ol~nd i 1 29 . hCCordin o 

As hon , 3 "One of he firs horses eve r o d bv 

was res ~n ed o Woshesh by the 

having been sto en ro~ ~ ar~3r 

l LIT O 0 II , . 11 . 
2 0 . , Cl • 

J H. s n : T E BrtSUTO, , . 1)4 . 

h i c i e f ;o r s i 

_t: Ca e Col ny . 

os· t'1 
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Chief ~lioor os i , r A. .er h.::in . :or 00 i , s en i 

hr oue;r one Li r holo '''ii h iris r · c i ons o t ea er he ch ~_:· 

how o r ide i t . 111 0 fi rs seein i t be 

i ' kg0mo y a H.:L ::i ," ( The c0w of •Rka) which is he ol 

So t o f~ r m f or a horse . 2 

STYLISTIC n ' ALYSIS : 

I n a 1 e a r eveal ~e Pr 3n ec nique s of 

t he va rious s tory - all ers, q r e r e~?n t a ive S R ~ l e o 

s cr ie s .. as b"'e n se l : ct ed fl d an1 sed st ,1 ~. s ic ,:il l y . TL: 

S -3 le · n lude s rn ex~~ l ~ fr')m eac. -:-e o stor 

men ion d nbove . Bu in vi e••r of he id2 v.,rie t· th .1 

is found und .:. r 11yt hs two ex , l s . 1 e et; n don e for ' ;_ ~ 

gr')Up . • i r e xc e r iori 0 he folk - .::il e , eac exa~ 1 2 

ha s bee n a. l ys e~ un er ~our ~~~ ·~ s n · ,e l , (a) he 

n~rra ur s styl e , (b ) t e n~ r ra or~ f~el in J , (c) t ~e 

arr a er ~nd hia a di enc _ r (d) t ~ · significRnc e of t2 

s ory . I n he ca s e o t~ fo lk- al e however , wher e ~~ 

s ory is --1a r e ly old :£'o r i s o,m s ;:i Kr:: , onl·· ( a ) and {c) 

abov e will be cons id ?r d . 

2 . 7 . 21 -1Y HS : 

3 

( ~ ) STYLE : 

he n2rrator is factual i 1 is 

f a c with 1 cumula i ve eff ec 

He E.u: lays s r or s ent en ces 

1 ~llenber gcr & ~~c regor : Loc . c· 
2 J . ylden : Th rtISS OF T~E BnSLl 
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and l ogical i n arr an~e~e nt . The effec t of all ttis , is to 

give the story the arrearancs of qn actu~ l occurrenc 2 r ather 

than a mere story . This el~~~nt of ~rrar ent actuality is 

heightened by t he us . of dia logue nt a~cr opr i a t e moments . It 

enlivens the story, and intensifi es i1t~rest in it . This is 

particulnrly the cas~ in those i~s tanc es wh er e th e nar r a t or 

switches from the th ird t o t he fi rst ~ers,n , in which ca s e vnic 

modulation is of para~ount i~rnrt1nc~. ~y so do i ng , the n 1rr1tJr 

r eveals the mental rrocesses of th~ rarticul1r characte r in 

their nAkedness , as thou~h he h~d ~eRrd t 1 ? ~ from the ch3r act~r 1 ~ 

own lips . 

he uses striking synt;:,ctica} constructio.1.s , which a r e 

gr3mm?.t ically unusua 1 . Ei s r el a~ i va concor d f or the t hird. 

person , clqss 1 singul1r , is s i~rly ~ inst ead of ~: 

~osadi a s e nang b,n~ . (n wo~an wto h~s no chil dren} . 

HG l eaves out the co ncord of a class 10 noun used wit ~out its 

prefix and which , in such cases , is usu9lly r ef l e cted i n some 

form or another in the r est of the s_nt~ncc . rlt the same tim~ 

he uses a compound t~nse for'll 1,vher e A si '11l"l ·; nredi ca te would 

ordina r ily be used : 

Ha i sais~ tshiunyanq , ~osadi w2 ~ul nn~ o nc a etla ka 

tlung ya mosadi eo . 

Cf : : a isais~ tshiuny1n~ di se kae , ~os3di w?. Bul1ne a tla 

ka tlung ya mos~di eo . 

( h few days possed and 8ul :rn0 ' s ·-:ife ca'."!12 to the hous2 

of that woman) . 

Similarl y, he uses a qualific3tive ~r onoun befo r e an a~po s i 

tional noun , where ordinary us~g~ would place the no un before 

the aualificative : 
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J'iale e mong mot .o q otse wa Bulane----- - --- . 

Cf : Jw le mo tho e . o. o- w:=i.. . o vse ' 'irl Bulflne --- - - --- . 

(t ow 8 certpin p~rson from b l 3ne s villAge ------ ) . 

He occasionall swi ches off from hen rrat·ve : st o 

e resen indicgtiv c a u us es a 

of~ relative cl use : 

e s ,:m 
I 

artici ial in pl3ce 

Jw~le morenn o a ~~ots 

Cf : Jwale mo en1 q mmo sa - ----------. 

( &ow he chi~f asked hi . --------- . 

· tsebis Bul ne ohl3nkanq -- -------- a ena le k ,wedi 

sefuben . 

Cf : tsebisa ulnne mohlankana -------- va kgwedi or ya 

na le kgwedi sefubeng . 

( ·e introduced clul ::. ne o t· .e ,ro ni:; an ·.vho h;d & oon 

on his ches ) . 

He chi eve s em hasis , in er ali~ , by re e. 

gramma ic~l form in the SAme sen enc e : 

n~ the s.'3.:ne 

Yaba ore ho ~onna w3 hae , ho Bulane . 

(Then shes id o hs r husbnn , o Bulane) . 

he second locativ e here , ho Bulane , sees o be of 3n 

ex lana~o r y nature i . e . quasi - qualific2 ive , and s erv e s o 

ex lain the first one fur hr . Li ewise , he weq ves in 

c0ntrast b; usin :::1 descri ,tive possessive where none w uld 

be used in ordin~ry s eec 

Le unutu la mosadi wa ofum1hadi : 

Cf : Lekunutu 1 mofurnahad i : 

(The secre t of he senior wife) . 

In ,qlking to her husband :'l out his seco ife , e senior 

wi e dr::1ws 3 s arp con r'.-:l~t be~ een ::- self rind .e former . 

She does this by usin~ an orct · n~ry os essive which , how ver, 

is fo ~lowed by an identificq ivc co ulP ive lus a r el ntive 

cln use : 
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rfusadi wa hno, k e enwR yJ tswa bel eh1 ntj a . 

{Your wife , it is th is on8 who h1 s just given birth t o 

~ dog ) • 

:lot only i s t he contrast point ed h'=r e , i. ~ - a s Aga inst her self , 

it is also b itter 1nd cutting , for it ha s a purr os? . Its 

f:Urpos e i s to 1ntai:sonise h i 'i furt t~r ::iqa i !1st his minor wife 

by identifying him with her 3nd her "bn by dog . " The inclusion 

of this copulative by the s r-e1 kar ~or ~ t h?. n r eve~ls her 

hatred for th2 ~inor wife , 3nd h~ s the stylistic eff ect of 

e:'!lphasis . 

The na rra t or 3lso e~nloys r epetition rure nnd si~ple , 

without any ~im of be i ng e'iph1tic ns 1bova . He nlqys on 

r eduplicRted verb ste~s, givinq t~a i da? of di ~inution , 1 

short spac e of time : 

Ha isaisa mosadi ------ a bc:l eh-.:. . (r.ft er :i littl~ while 

the w0mqn bore a child) . 

Ha isais a dikgwedi . 

Ha isaisl tshiuny~na . 

(a f e~ mont hs passed) . 

{ 11. f ew d:1vs nassed) . 

Simil~rly , in the ~Ain body , th e titl e of t he story is r ep e¥t ed 

sever al times , is thou~h the na rrqt or does not w1nt to p~rt 

with it , or nllow t ~e listeners ~o f or ~et i t . 

{ b) NARttATOR I S FEELir~GS . 

The narrator ' s f eelings a r e car ef ully conceal ed throuqhout 

the story . But the manner in which he ha s arr?. nged his f ~cts , 

indicat e s which way h e is inclined . ~i s s ym~1thies ar a with 

t he underdog . This is furth er s hown b:· h i s choice and use 

of words 3t certain points in t rG s t ory . Thus when he gets 

t o the point where the baby dog is t : ken out to be thr own 

nw1y , he refer s to the wronged wor.11 n ns : 
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Mosadi wa bathonyana . 

{The poor little womqn) . 

The use of the noun batho (peopl ~) ~s a possessive stem, 

ordina rily evok~s symp~thy . This is ~or e so , wh en 1 d iminutiv ; 

suffix is arpendad to it 1s abova . 

His story depicts ~ clash between two oprosing fo r ces : 

good ~nd evil, th2 weak and th: strong . They vi e with each 

other for supremacy . It is h3r e th: t th e na r r ~tor ' s s k i ll i s 

at its best , further g iving an indication of his f 2elin~s . 

The dqrkness th?. t follows the biding of the infant beh ind the 

pots , he i ghtened ~nd symbolised by the unconscious statG of 

t he mother, is sc~tt e r ed by t he brief ~ppe~r anc ~ of thG mouse , 

playing with the s ame ch ild in the saMe hut . Tba gloo~ 

tha t follows the destruction of this hut by f ire , is disp0rsed 

by the si~ht of t h: child in t he c~ttle- kr aal , 8nd the 

des truction of the l a tter is counter b1 1 ~nced by the a~pea r a nc e 

of th e now gr own - up child in t he tr~ders ' hut . This ding- dong 

process ends with th~ for ces of P.v il bein~ co~ple t 8ly 

ov 2r come by thos e of good and the underdog en1bled to come into 

his own. This s equenc e , fo r who s e arrangement the n~rr9tor 

is r e sponsibl e , indicntes the WRY he f e~ls About it qll . In 

dispos i ng of the 8Vil- do er, t he nqrr?.tor shields behind the 

imperson?.l construction : 

Ha thwe ke molotsa nn . (And it w1 s snid she i s 11 wick2d 

person ) . Despite this , however, the nP-rrator s ~ems t o be in 

full A~r 3e~ent with this jud~emant . 

( c-) Nrt1-iliATOtl J-u1JD rlUDIENCE : 

He tAkes his 3udi enc e s eriously 1nd t r eats it with due 

r esrect . He do i... s this by pr e s ent i nir it with f fl c ts , without 
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obtruding his own pc rson--:1 f ::!0lings ::ind j ud~0me nt in qn 

obvious -iann0r . The ·-i udi en c.:. is 1 2ft; to dr1•-. its own 

conclusions fron t he bold 1nd cl e~r f J1ture s of the storv 1s 

vresent~d by th2 n~rr~tor. 

( d) SIGNIFICANCE : 

Th~ basic signific1nc2 of t tis story seems to b e th?t 

2vil c.::: n never ovs rcomc go od . These t wo opposing force s , r ~ 

const1ntly a t w~r wit h one a noth~r, ~, ch str iving to ~~ in 

surremacy ov er t he other . Ther e m~y be rno~ants in life wh ~n 

the f orces of evil m~y ADpe1r triuMPh~ nt , for evil is ~ 

t enqc ious fi ghter th1t is not e3sil y ov rc0me , as symbolis~d 

by the ~rpar cnt success of the ~olot s~~1 in th 2 gr e~ t2r r-2rt 

of this story . She Jpue~ rs to h~ve ever ything on h2r side -

normal children, intGlligenc e , infl uence and comol e t e control 

over h8r qdor ing husbnnd , who c1rri: s out ·~11 her wish .; S . On 

the other h1nd , t he minor wif ~ qrpe1r~ to h2ve ever yth:n~ 

1g1 inst her . She is childless 1n u~b eqrnble stigm~ in 

nfri cen society , the gr ;nt cst suff :;r s r bcinq the wom:m in ·111 

c1s e s , and naver the ~~n . H: r husb1nd is cold and c3l l ous 

towAr ds her , 1nd do e s n~t l i ft ~ fing~r t0 rrot ect her . 

Throughout this per iod , ths fl Qmc of g0odness is v~r y w~,k 

indeed ; but i t is th~r ~ , nnd not co~rletely blotted out . It 

is strengthened by the mi r a culous 1pp~1r nnce of the fri ~ndly 

~ouse ~t the most critici l hour . T~is r : sults in the di ng- don~ 

struggle for supr ema cy mention2d ~bove , ~nd ends with the 

discovery of the molots~n ~, who is i ~~ed i 1t~l y ex pelled f rom 

the corununit y . It m~y t 2ke l ong to find out q wicKdd person 

who is well pl1ccd in societ y . But the wheels of goodness 

grind exceedingly fine , "the -?. yes of the blind 11 3r e ul t i m1 t ely 

opened , and the chqff s ep9 r at ed from the grain . 
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. OLOB"2: 1 

S YLE: 

Her ~ oo h : ,rr1 ors styl i f 3ctu al . ~ ch sen - c ~ 

· ntroduc~s : nev id:-: ,,Lie ollo··s lo _ic1.lly on hQ firs 

us es ~rs o;f s:.rly y s ~yin 

11 E n.:: ~ le mo h.,_n qn:i 1 ron w. ke mm~& ..., y e ho 

ko .;:i s etl qre .o m.Jlomc:c:: . Y2b2. o..., Y'L '1 

(I w~s 1 boy · 1nd 1s sen by. is~ ther to go 1nd 

...,sk for ~~di ci.: from ris ncl~ . han ha we n ) . 

h he s~me im2 howe er , , c h:s d~ ~r ~ct r o~ he usunl 

be nin~ f ~os t n~rr1tors of 

· ntroduc ory Be r a . . . . . . or Ho h· e . . . . .. , ,., ic. .,,oul · t c: n 

be follo ed by his f irst scnte ca . .1ei her does h :; antion 

hen me of he mo sh~nv~n~ co cer ,d wher c1s he usu31 

in ~ is o "!lent ion h:; n·!•1 ::: of t.. c~1"r- c '"' r o ch~rnc "'rs 

quite e? rly in h~ s or . Ea ~1s0 d~r r r s from norm1l s Jech 

i v~rious w1ys . For ins ~n e hG .~s o , i ed the conjunction 

~ in he ver first lina , w er (: one .., o ld . ·w e 2x G '-ct 

i o be s~d . T ,en t oo ~ h~s use ~- ul l , uncon r 3c ~ 

infini iv e comr emen <l f er a dcfic· ~n verb h~t nor ~1 1 

r aquires s uch 1 contr? c ion : 

n rongw1 k8 ';l!Jl~c q ye ho ko ~ sctlh~r e . 

Cf . ft ron ~ 1 kc ~m3e hore , 12. ko 1 s e lh~re . 

G is c nsis en in l e1 in out :la~'- s one would ex ec 

o be included and in includinry 

exclud d : 

Jw· l e he hob1 ~ belehe .g 1 ~ 

Cf . Jw1le he ho~ 1 belehe . 

Th_ verbs e~ cl ch1 is su~l in r 1 si iva ~nd 1s such 

oes no ordin~rily nk~ ~n ohjsc- . B wi h his n~rr8 or , 

LITS01 ,0 I, . 105 . 



it does . rtS against this , he a lso says : 

;... ipolokel a lebese . . . . .. l ee a ya fepa ngwana hae t haben-:: . 

Cf . .-1. i po l okela lebese . . •.. leo a ya fef'a n; 1,urna hae thaberw 

ka lona . 

These elliptical co-nstruct im.1s on the one hand , and the 

full uncontracted forms o~ the otter , including the use of 

intransitive verbs t r ansit ively , serve to give his style a 

pecul iar sta~p of its own . ~oded t o tr.is , is the fact that be 

employs short , staccato- like sentences , in ~h ich past and 

pre sent fo r ms ~av be counter- balanced : 

Yaba o a or oha , a ya hae . 

Cf . Yaba o a oroha , o ya hae . 

(Then he left and went home) . 

Fr 0m beginning t o end , the listener is presented with a ser i es 

of car eful l y selected and ast0nishin~ fa cts . This selection 

i ncludes the use of dialogue , whi c~ bri~htens the narrative . 

It also includes personal com~ent , as in t~e cas e of the 

younger brother after discovering h is elder b r other ' s secret . 

It further includes a reretition of tr~ sa~e series of events . 

I n this connecti0n , co~rare the seco~d par a7ra rh with t he 

fourth and sixth, and the third with the fifth . The latter 

incorporate the ideophone ngwe ! a s well as t he de i deophoni c 

verb stem - ~~ ~hleha f r oM k ~ehle 

Unlike that of the first narrator , his story includes a 

little s ong of five lines , a ll addressed to Nkolobe , who is 

the only character whose name is mentioned in the whole stor y . 

hll the lines of this song end in his name . The firs t two 

are i dentical , and are used to ur~e hi~ to crv , t hus pr oclai~inE 

his pr esence i n the closed cave . The th ird i s di ffer ent , 
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and r efers to his unusual birth in that he was borne by a man 

and not a woman . The next two lines begi n and end a like , 

differing slightly in the middle . The fi rst , refers to his 

birt h in the veld together with the wild littl e animals 

dipudungwana , the l ittle buffaloes . The second stil l refers 

to the same pheno~enon , but this time his birth i s compar ed 

with the ~ir aculous growth of ~rass . Thus metaphor and 

simile f ollow one another in successive lines : 

0 itl hahetse le d i pudungwana naheng , Nkol obe ; 

0 itlhahetse jwal1ka jwang ha bo me l a , Nkolobe ; 

(Tho u wer e bor n with little buffaloes in t he veld, Nkolobc, 

Thou were born like gra ss srroutin~ , Nkolobe) . 

The entire so ng is r epea t ed five times in t he s tory , punctuatin~ 

the second , fourth and sixth paragr aphs thereof . 

The disappointment of the elder boy after the r emoval of 

Nkolobe , is indica t ed in various effective ways . First , by 

t he use of t he saMe rredicate : 

Alla , a lla tsatsi lohle . 

He cri ed the whole day) , 

Secondl y , by the use of a par ticular pr edicate in the last but 

one par agr auh , which predicat e is once mor e t a ken up in ihe finAl 

parag r aph and har ped upon : 

A kgasetsa tlung a swabile , a r obala . 

(He cr awl ed into the hut disappointed and slept) . 

Ho sasane a ya naheng . .. . . . . a s wab i le . 

( Th e next day he went t o the veld disappointed) . 

Mant siboya a kgutlela ha e a swabile . 

( I n the evening he r eturned ho~e disappointed} . 

The use of t he contrast in~ adverbs of time hosasane and 

mantsiboya also help to emphasise t he prolonged state and 

depth of his d i saopointnent . 
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(b) NARnrtTOH 1 S FEELINGS : 

His feelings are indicated in~ very subtle way . It is 

his choice of words , as ~ell as his use of the demonstr ative 

that g ive one a clue as to his feelings . P.e is disgusted 

with the action of this boy who swallo•,;ed medicine meant for 

his ~other . He says : 

Yaba o kgora mra , moshanyana eo . 

(Then that boy became pr e~nant) . 

Now , ho kgora mpa is quite strona, and w~uld only be used 

to show anger or dis~ust as above . Compar e the mo r e polite 

idiomatic forms expressive of the same idea : 

Ho boela !Tlorao . 

Ho ema hampe . 

The use of the demonstrative ~ is als~ pregnant with Meaning 

in this context . In the next line , it is used followin ~ the 

noun mpa , (stomach) , in which case t1-e feelinp; of dis'sust is 

very strong indeed : 

Yaba o phela jwalo ~a ~ra eo ya hae . 

(He lived like that with that sto':1.ach/ r r e~nancy 

of his ) . 

The r ole of the youn~er boy is als0 significant . It 

~ould seem as if the narrator included hi~ with the sole 

pur pose of usin~ h i m t o expose his brother ' s mi sdeed s . ,\ft er 

this has been done , he disappear s f r o~ the scene . rtl t ernativ~ly, 

the younger boy may be taken as a represantative of the 

elder boy 's conscience which keeps pricking him for what he 

has done . However , he sup~resses it for so~e time , and for 

some tim~.seems to be succeeding, in that nobody knows anythin~ 

about his secret . But than his unsteady consci e nce ~ives 

him no r est, and little slips here and ther e , such as for 

example talking aloud in his slaep, ultimately lead to his 
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being found out and the wbole secret exrosed , because mur der 

wi 11 out . Th,~ .:.ncl uEio:1 of such a :1 ,; i_;ency by the narrator , 

seems to ind ic?.t 2 nis '}W!l r,2rso:1al f "=el i:1gs . 

Eere too the narrator treats his audienc e with r espect . 

His stor y rin~s true and sinc~r& . ~is us e of Sotho cultural 

e l ements such as 3 youn~er brother accornranving his elder 

b r other t o the rc1st1..:.res , 1nly to l '?.~d tJ his .::.ownfall in th e 

end , ~ill ~a strai~tt to hisl i s t ene r s ~earts . E8 thri l ls t~ e~ 

further by the si:1. ~i~~ of t~e lit~le so~g in rraise of ~kolobe , 

whose cries in r esronse to t ~e ~a~ic song are silenc~d by t he 

~ira cul ous arrearAnce of tre breast . Th? ouestiJ ns of the 

mothPr Rt tbe ena , are quest~ons t~at could b8 asked by &ny 

.,..10 th er under the =a 1<: cir c11 -:st:1:1.c :-s . Th~ 1 iste:·1ers ar e thus 

inte Llet.ually satisfi,;ci , ["'r.r'~ srJ in tt-at :.1· ~? affB left to 

draw their o~~ cincl~si~ns at the end . 

( d) 

The basic signifi~ance h~r 2 is t~~t ~ur der will out . 

It does not '!1attar how careft.:l ')r cunni~g on-~ -riay be in 

executin~ it and thereafter d8ceivin~ other peonl e by bahaving 

as thou~h nothing unusual has haprqnad , tte truth of t~e ~~tte~ 

i~ t hat he will ultimately be found Jut . ThJs , ~owev3r, may 

take ti!"le , and the c1 l:'rit '7av arrear to be on top of the 

wor ld with everyt l-- irio; r-o inc; his ~-ay , .:. . P', . tbe boy milking 

ha~cily every ~orning , steal i n~ ~ilk , deceiving his younger 

brother in t he v eld , and going off to see Nkolobe in the 

secret cave . Throughout t his reriod of arparent happin ess 

and success , however , with most reoole ~naware of his r ea l 

rol e in e0c i ety , t her e ~ay just be 0ne oerson , per haps an 
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insignific.;:mt orie , ·:ro is f ull a.,:ar-2 of his doin:,s . The 

So o sa· Sekgukguni se onwa {e se 3 a &di , meanin tha 

one canno fool al_ he ea l e 11 ~0 i~e . ~he kn ~led~e 

o he insi 0 n·ficant rerson ~a s . o. eco~e h 2 r o_er y of 

all , · n w.ich case the au horities ·\r 11 act . 

that co~ lica ed h ~an na ure a ex r ess i S8lf differen l• . 

tre firs story 2 Mola sa~a is C3S ou in dis ~race , 

for he r e is nothin ~ ~ore dis ~rac ~ in · f icc=in soci y th· n 

at a '.Tlarried wom3n s .. ould 2 rP r 2d to .er eo~le by h8r 

in - laws because ofter misdeeds a~o c hen 1 She a 

dis r ace n on l o her imrnedia e f . ~ -1} circle ,ut o he 

en re tribe . In t his s or y ho ever , te erran o i s 

erql conf r on ed wi _ his misdeeds , · hie:- , re a cknowl ed es 

and onfes s es . Thcreaf e , he is lef qlon~ . To som~ , his 

ma a r ear far o soft and le i~nt , bu o o t ~ers i t ~A be 

e mos effective y f uni ),-. . 
. : !1 .,, a C 1 1"' 1 

' 
i . e . ma kin him 

his own olice"1.an for all irrie su1:j e c 0 re 
~ 

idanc e of 

his 0 n consci ence . For i Uf..., " re~ ~"'lb e. r-=> c that i n t h r-

fi al analys is ':!Very rnan ' s final cour of a eal is h i s own 

e i C • 

ND : 

1 

( a ) STYLE: 

he na r ra o r ' s s :;le s r S 0 
~ b . bein bi dull and 

he vy . i h he exc e ion of a f e,1 sen e.ces almos all t h 

0 her s be in alike 'vi h an in r oductor, jwa l e , r h ie is r a her 

over use ~. Ne i er 0 e vari use e sf llow 0ne ano ar 

n lo~·ca l nd sys ema ic sequ~ CJ . o i ns a nc e , aft e r 

LITS'.)f~O FP . 35 
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introducing the kgodumodlli~o 3nd all it did , he does not 

menti on the f a c t t}at ther e was u rregnant ~oman sur vivor . 

And yet with tre next br eath he says : Jwa l e ho thwe mosadi 

enwa e nee l e moimana . (Now i t is said t t at t h is woman wa s 

an expectant mother) . The listener s do not know wha t woma n 

h3 is talking about , i n t hat t her e ha s be~n no pr evious 

mention of her . The nar rator t a ke s i t f or gr ant ed that t hey 

know, be cause he ~ven uses a de~onstrative , whic~ su~g es t s tha+ 

s he has b een mentioned befo r e . ~s a r asult , he sounds 

i ncoher e nt a nd disconnectad , t hus t axin~ t h~ ima ~ination of 

his listeners . The r ~ason for t his , ~ay be t~ at he i s 

over whel med by t he gr avi t:1 of his subj ect- ~at t cr, which 

t ends t o ~ake him lose h i s power of s veech . 

He occasiona l ly use s cons ecutive ver bal construct ions 

in t he pr e sent participial, but l eP.ve s out others a s bei ng 

under stood : 

Jwal e s et jhaba ~ ntse e s e ja , e s ~ ~e t sa f ~e l a , 

l e d i kgomo e d i ~2ts1 , l e d i mpja 1~ di kgoho . 

(Now i t k8eps on eAtin ~ t he natio1 , mar ely s wa llowin~ 

i t , a l so s · •allowing cattle , dogs and fowls ) . 

His vocabul ar y include s a r cha ic wor ds like ~etsa and 

d i mp.ja above . Pr e sent- day Southern Sot ho would us e kwenya 

and dint j a r espectively . 

But h0 soon get s going , par ti cularly with his di alogue , 

whi ch is bright and viv i d . The sur pr ise of t he wo ma n in f i n~i n,"; 

a gro'drl up man i n pl ac e of her baby is ver y well expr essed 

in : 

~fonna towe , ngwana ka o kae? 

(You man , ,,,h er e i s my chil d? ) 
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The use of the enclitic towe is very apt , and sssists i n th ~ 

creat ion of a vivid nicture of th8 surprised and shocked 

wo~an . He also uses unusual constr uctions such as : 

Ya ahlama hore e tla ~o metsa . 

Cf . Ya ahlama hor e e tl e e ~o matse . 

(It opened i ts ~outh tha~ it ~ight swallow him) . 

Ho ka kgona a dihalwe . 

Cf . £ ka kgona a dihelwe . 

( It is desirable that he b~ cast over ) . 

Mot se wa qet-:llo a fihla ten2: . 

Cf . A fihla , otseng wa ho qe t ela . 

(Pe ca~2 to the last village) . 

Pe is dr amRtic , ~nd his descrict:ve t ouch es ar e vivid 

and r ealistic due to his use of arrr orri~t e ideophones . 

Thus in describi~~ the sleyin~ ~r th~ k~odu~odumo , he says 

a cow said , ni·uu !" a dog , ' koae ! '' and a fowl , 11 kokolo- koloo ! 1 

These are also humoro us , especislly when ~ne i~a~ines the 

voice of the nqrrator rising and fa ll1n~ in iMitatin~ tha 

various animal cries . he achi Jves e~rhasis by r ep0ating 

the sa~e pr edicAte sever~l tim~s and r e servi~~ its obj ect 

till the end : 

Ha rwallw.8. , ha ri•J3llwa , ha r wallw.q pat s i. 

(Fir e- wood w~s gather ed) . 

In t ris connection, also compare : 

Jwal e he ba tadinanc , ba tadi~ane he bctnna ba na . 

(Now t hen they \NOUld l oo!( at each other, thev would 

l ook at each oth~r these ~en) . 

In the absence of tb~ introductory b ale before the second 

predicate , t~e encl itic he is ~ade t o shift its position in 



- 35 -

ord er o follow rath~r than Lr ecede ~ sa~e r r ed ic ~t e . 

He al so US8S uncon ract d for~s ~ix9 · ~ 

ones : 

. cont ract ed 

le ke le tlo bonan ....... le a r ena a tl e o bo 3 . 

Cf . ,t l e ke le o bon .......... 1~ ~a r ena~ tlo bon . 

( Co.. and see ....•.. . qn 

and s ee ) . 

. a c i af s ho ul d als come 

The second narrator f he sa~e s or 1 as is own 

ec liars yle , w~ic is dif er en t fro~ ra oft .e first ona . 

~is evens follow one ano h ~r lo ·cally nd syste~atically . 

Sven in ho s e ins anc es w er e C8r a i f c ~ are o. i ted , t h':! 

reced ing ones a r e so boldly der ic ed a s o enabl e t hB s ~ y 

o flow on withou any notic eabl e ars nd cha sms . Thus 

~ en Sen ' atana se s out o sl3y he. odu~o umo , his mo t her 

.erely sa s to him ; 

ana ka , o ya ka e , a c o ~onyen an? 

( .y chil d 1.,;here a r v rou ..,oin bei n 'J so youn ? ) 

he does not become hys erical And cl i o hi as i t h 

firs story . Simil.cirl y , t. e var io s ani:n. 1 cries are .. r aly 

~entione h8r e , and not rrvsen d ~s ~r a ~ ·ca ly as in the 

revious s or y . 

ja a la , poli y q lla , ~ c . 

e dog cri ed and e oat cried) . 

Tis und erscore s he wide va ri et ~f s l ase. loyed by vgr ious 

stor y- ell rs , even in hose inst ~ncc s 

is he sa. e as above . 

is ts rndin cha rac~ er i s ic is 

con inu us ast ens e s ~i h 

a ce of t he usual a s ens es : 

l LITS0 ,.0 I 

e r he su ·ect - at, r 

of usin 
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Jwale ba ,e ba fihla h2e , b2 D-= ba r e ------ . 
Cf . J,,1al e ba fi1~1a !-',ae > b3 r e -------

(They came ho111e r.nd S.'1 id - ... - -- ) . 
0 na :--!:J na . 

Cf . ~ hqna . (ije r 2fus ed) . 

Bane ba fihl a ba e hlahlel s sa k8ng . 

Cf . Bq fihla ba e hl~hl el9 s3 keng . 

(On arrivql they drove it into the cqttl e- kr~a l) . 

This unusual way of spea~ing , 1 ~nds a r;c~lia r t y~e of 

quaintness t o his styl e . 

( b) N~rlRATOnS ' FE~LI NGS: 

The first nc,rrc1tor i ndicat es his sy11pc:ith i e s with Senkatc1n,~ 

by the various miraculous w~ys in which he is ~ade to esc~re 

from ti~e to time, and by t h-= fact t~a~ one of the conspira tors 

gets hurt every time . 3ven at the end whe r e they ultinately 

succeed in killing h i m, it is with his Arrar ent consent , for 

the na rrator says : 

A etsa ka boomo . 

(He did so - gave in , de liberate ly) . 

Ther eaft er , he goes on to 3dd t bat it is said his heart 

e scaped and went to the birds . In other words , ha did not di , 

but merely assumed another form . The i~oression cre~ted he r J , 

is that Senkatana was f e r too gr eat, and f Ar too nobl e for 

al l those who tried to kill him. That h 3 al lowed th em to 

t a ste appar ent succe ss at the end , height en s his gr eatnes s 

of soul A S aga inst tteir ungrctt efulness and limited vision . 

The narr~tor's he3rt goes out to him. 

The second narrator f eels basic~lly the sa~e . He , 

however , provides Senkatan3 ~it h ~ ~a~ic cow that is capable 
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')f f ') r e s ee ing d n .:; r 1nd warn i n~, hi "1 ~ ccord · n _ ly . ,ht t he 

i rst n. rr q or, -~ a -se ssion of ri~ sixt s9nse i s 

s h is o ·..m mo er 

r el . i n s ?) r h : r d i d no li ~e i . 

h "s n? r r R or oe no ~l lo w tim q s e ~k , b ut 1 eav s 

i11 · iv e . 

0 ~ssoci~t ed wi . i . In ° ff 2ct :h s n , i--, na r r ~t or s f 0e l 

diff 2r nt ly , 

( C 

The ~ir e n~ rrq or i i l i n:d to I f; i ,. u i c:nC -? f r 

-:, is ?.lki 2' ?. 'JU J • ., 

rt s r .::. ult , 

0 

as b es 

er 

he c an . 

an; o 

'L k L.·2 S i o ns in o r d r 

or to fi 11 i n the ~a s 

i d vr is on ur OS ~ i n 

or der o pr oke oue st · 0:-1 s qn n h s ·c _ . .h .:; li s teners a 11:1k e , 

!"' OW(3v e r , h 3 sou 

u to t'r,:c · , '"'id t r r Ll s :·i::rJ 1i h hi s i m erso n3l 

constr ue i ci_ s w1 . ic h e n.qb l c hi:. o r ~"" -, i i . . h ~ b k ro un 

the t i me h~ s or ends ~ ey ~ r ~ i a ro si i on e i her c ~ 

conde nor co ndon e re 1ct i o s of 

ham. 

on s i der .: . rnn er . Hiss or; f : ows ~~oo: 1 , in .... 
L, ••• i s 

vario s e l e~e s , r _ . ~ ~ 1 ~c k-? d o ; .. -- r . r no c. en i n 

s oo Pad ov ~r b ~ n u 8 of 

con i u ~ t e s or . 
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( d) 

~ oa er he r e3 l istor icql fi ur ~ denka 1n 9 w~s , i t is 

cl ea r ro he s e storie s t~n he w~ s ~ r ~P ~Rn with un su.l 

ua l ' i as . n ong t he s e , 3 5 ~~t o s elfl essness , and e 

r ea l isa ion t h her e is , o r e 0 in vin :, h:rn i n r e c.:; iv nr.: . 

In v i e v i) t his he di d no.., hes i a e 0 en a n ·3 r his own l i 

i ord~ r 0 _o a n r el ".l:J. se ~ 0 ers ,9 11 of whom h E: d i 

no e en know . Bl: fo r h2 s e s erli ::- uali i e s in hi~ , 

he could h~ ve e sil y re 1i ed conc~ql~d with h i s ~o t her ~n 

l eft hem o Jir a e . I~ his r 2s , dct h~ could v :r y w~l 

be sa id o sy~bolis a hct t r . r e ., of erson n lb 3r 

Sch~e i zer or a Dr . vgn I s ~, ge o~ a s i8 ok ong i n B. su olan 

who p, v e u all in or der t o br in r 2 ie 8 . d sor el nee ~ct 

medic 1 hel o t he s uff ~r in~ ul i h.e moun ?. i n 

f a s t ne sses .But hum n e in ~s cEn b~ un r ~ aful ~nd ex r am~ ly 

unkind eve o t .~ ir ene~~c or s . ~ris is si~nif i d by th e 

numer us c=i t eri s t o ki ll e k -1 ,.nn i n bo h s or i -s . 'i'h .:: 

actions of a se l f l es s ~~ n ~1y be m· s onst r 2d a nd misin er -

r e ed , l P3din~ o ose he se o t o e l , r isin t he ir 

qnd s an voic es a a inst hi 

And misunders andinc on t h t o 

Je~lo s on t he art of ? f e~ , 

a y , us a l l y oh nd in h2nd 

tl 

ins ch C3 e s . f e· s e lfish owe r on ers ·v o L ~e l that h~y 

hAve b~en r obbed of he lime l i ~b , .ay s e h~ unt utor ed 

ss es fo r th e ir own s 81 ish end n d i such c~ses , clo se 

r l Rtives c~n b _ more cr uEl h~n u s iders . e f:-ict ha 

i is So-

osition 

extrem2s . 

cow' s wa r 

hey Fi r e i 

nd - so s son w 0 CJ. S bee e e c,d o a hi :; r. 

nd no own is SU 

This i s r ob :?bl w ,.'.'! 

o driv t h e!"'l o 

byt e mci ic 

~s n ~a r r el r tions 

os s e ssion of f g~ i l s r cre vs r ende rs the mo r 

i no t o Senka na . :: f c1 C h::, 

r each erous h n outsi d3 rs ho ma_ ~o k O\ 

vie or y ov er de~ h i n h~ f i rs ~ or is rium h ov Jr . ll 
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evil can nev~r overc~,a g,oo . n l i on mqy ?l low q pur ry t o 

oull its wr i s kers 'T!er clv to runour :. t . I n ➔ffect, this 

he still hr::i d t.he neccss nr y str-;;n :i;ti :1nd 3bili ty to foil tr ,ir 

8tt ernr-ts a s usual. But li k::: a l ion hu11ourin0' 3 puppy or ·1 

mouse , h J l e t t hem h9v ~ tl eir way . It is ~robably i n vi ew 

of such consider ~tions t h~t so~~ of th~ ol d nan of the Homa 

v .qlley sirrrnly id:rntify hi 'TI w:.th .:;r,rist , It ri:'ty 3lso bis 

men tioned in p·1ssini; t h1t in trc res l111 0f writt en South~rn 

Sotho liter ature , t he b~sic sign i~icnnc e oft: i s story h3s 

bEe n e l abora t ed by :nfokeng in t i s pl~y , S~~lrlTANh , 

F.!-i.BLE : 

The st yl e her e is bright ~nd dr •,atic . Th ~ nRrr~tor 1 s 

choic2 of words is :pod , 1nd .. :n.::.bl J S him t o say what h8 

wants to sJy clearly ~nd l ucidlv . T~e ~r 9at take- off by th J 

birds at t he begi nning of tre. r ~ce i s drqm~ticAlly r r Gsent2d 

by 3 r edur. licat2d monosyll 1bic i dco~honc , followed by th2 

names of some of t he i~portant comretitors : 

The r a ised qnd close vowels e , a , u, of t he l ast n1~ ~ havA 

~ pl ~a sa nt eff ect on t r2 e2rs of list~n~rs . His use of ideo

phones objectivally also enhAnc e s his style : 

Tsn utlwa qeng! qeng t qeng ! 

The r eaction of the vnst multitude of tir~d competitors to 

t t is sound , is neatly described by~ well- chosen pr edicnt e 

thA t strikes the nail on t h8 h~ad : 

( They looked up) . 



r: ·r !l.c c '.< s -:nd f : cin'.." 

w?rds . 3u ris is e,... _.:,s . ..: 

- us e of he d.•·~ici - t v : r b s :: !"1 - ~ , (r.1 s r e l ) , t o _et 

wi e id ~o hon .~~ O' ~ : 

qc ng ! ) . 

1 h _ · r b e · 1 c e r •1 en 

s on br, en -,n tr -- '· r :~'11 iS t.• ·T} i is : 

K in ;1 "! . 

( I is h<-- }r~ -- s W<1r 1.: r 

L~ cl1i 1 

is vividlJ c>nress d 

Lann . ;·- us s in - ·1 i ., .... '1oun i'"i .u t iv : f l l o ~o 

by q o I ific;.i iv . b -::-, r :. , __ n i c 1l uff .:.x : 

, r, _ i-f, : in~ S\.i.C: 1~ .q r v l i tt "" 

thin_? ) 

Lu her is irre r .:: ~sibl - ,., 2 th -: :,lr-1:::-,d dLnin u i v c .•o in ·1.. e 

bein:r r end ed r2 v .., l ::,r :. di,,., · nu iv :: c 1:=:::1 ns of 1-:i s co . stru c i c 

h ~ de isi n ... ~ 
I., .) ' s : s .: 

so ]ly on t}:.:: r~c r·. r. c• h-"!c: ~ ~ : s . ~u h:; f1ils , ~nd 

• : 'J in ~no .. e sc~1 BS . The r :IC 0 o:." , "' otr ,> rs 0 U,is 

is orc ~fully 3): r e<::.s .d b_. ·\.- . US..: 'Jf \ S2''1G redi c.ci. C, v • - --
in or or nt, i i fferen 

SU jec s : 

hak t1e y ':lo rutL l e k_ wab ri l 1 o ru ~ , e s3 an~ . 

(T e a k ullc .il;l · .r. .' c r ow ull -:a h ' . row -

1 k) • d f ' nd · c~ 

q ici ans in r - . ~ s ;:- fas in3 i n _, s 1 c 

J 
Oi:1 2' in 0 

unn-~cess r y de a i . . 
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( b ) 

Th~ narrator is talking about so~ethin~ that h~ knows 

1nd knows wall . H~ is cnt t usi3stic in his narr~tive , which is 

char act eris~d by the use of g')od lano;u~~ -=- ~nd w~ll- chosen words . 

ht tha s1mc time , however , h3 is full y ~w~r c of tha duplicity 

of cert:--i n cha r a ct~rs . Thus i'1otinyr:1ne win s the r .qce not b2c2us: 

of superior strength or endur Rnce , but simply be caus~ of h i s 

wits . Th~ oths rs do not know t ~is, yet they a r e m~de to ch~llcn~ 

his clai"'.1 to th<; cro1-m . .' ith this ch qllenc;e , th0 n~rrator s -·,·ris 

to agr ee for hs says : 

0 nq sa kd a fof A, q ents~ ~a bohl ~l~ , a kene 

l e ph eong l 1 rltsu . 

(H 3 h~d not flown , but, h~d 3ct ,_d wi sel:r , 1nd hid 

b ~ne1th th , e1gl e ' s ~in~) . 

Desrite his admir3tion of ~tinyqne ' s bohl a l e , he neverthel ess 

de~r ives him of the crown that h- docs not d~ serve . But fro m 

ther eon , h~ take s uo ~ ~rotective ~ttitud _ towards him . 

He cr e?t es - loop- hol. th~t =n~bl es hi, to e sc1pe . ~nd 

on being cha s : d by the ~n~r y mob , he disaDpe~rs i nt o t he hole 

of one of th6m , Le hodi ( the ni dd st '-'rling) . ,.t this cruciql 

~oment , however , t he n~rr ~t or do a s not make i t occur t o any one 

of tr ~~ , not even to Lehodi , th !" t h0 s~ould go in gnd get hi~ 

out . Instead, th ey Pr 3 ~11 m1de t o ~o ~w~y , exc ~~t the owl 

whr is t ol d to kee p gu~r d . The cr2~ tion of t hi s loo p- ho l 0 , 

s eems t o hs i~hten the na rra tor's ~t tacb~ nt to -~tinyane who~ 

he would not like t ~ s ~~ ~qnhandl ad by t h: oth~rs . He pAsscs 

th2 ball on to t l"L~ owl , who sl~· ps, 2nd thus en:1bl es !otiny!" n.; 

to escqpe . When ~sked wh cr s h 2 is , Scnhooko jumns from h i s 

sleep Bnd i s made to s8y: 
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'K y-rnc motsh-20 1 k,_ mr,or, '.1 k~ bot shony=rna . •1 

(Ther h~ is in th~rt; I c·n sc~ him with his d3rkisl 

c"lour) . 

It is onlv qfter t! _ owl h-;s cn::v'"itt..,d such blunders th;c.t th 

narrat0r ~Akes the~ instruct L ~oci t~ ~o in 91d get hi~ out . 

lie does not fi:-ici "ii,, -:ind the wr~Lf' ':>f t}, ~ oth:,rs f-!lls on th2 

owl . Th~ owl h1s thus b~.n s-crificGd in ord~r to s~v 

,1otinyr1nc . Thn n·:rr1tor m:ly t~v~ d::;!! this b .c .use he r r ob:1bly 

w~nt~d to exrl1i:1 th2 l'~'.H.:•1n ·,,hy the= owl hunts by ni---ht i=!nd 

sleeps by d1y . Des'"it:: ti is , ho·1_v-:;r 1 on~ f eels th:3t he h1s 

been unduly h--:rd on h'm, '1nd v--:-y l:ni.'1t on 'iotiny:rn·; , whose 

bohl3le ha 1dmires . 

( C) 

Superfici3 .. ly , tr.:: n.::i. r rator t.rc,t s his 1udianca well . 

He thr ills it by ;:,}- J way h,. t-::ilks -=>bout the vqrie us cb::1racters 

.::md ris "!pt choic1 of •-Drds . .0t iny'.1'1 t.; is 'iad2 to ·1 qho ohots1 

laihlo 1 ~ sari·ooko , 11 i. -s . to strik·;, t~p- t .~r 9t th :- ey .: s of th:, 

owl , whil ~ the l;;tt-::ir sre~ks i.n ter;1s of th:: ·1":>otshonyana , it i. , 

"d~rkishncss or bl3ckishn ss,~ oft½~ f~rm?r . GndarneRtt all 

thif , however , liss Jn _1~~6nt of a :c:it on t~e P3rt of th~ 

narr~t<'r toi\letrds his e1udi:.r..c: . E.:: r :::l"'lov ·s th= spot - liE;ht 0f 

::ittention from f·Iot iny1n I s disboncsty , which h~ ~l,qys down , 

:.rnd focueas it on tr• owl ' s n"1tur'='l h~'cits, wr.ich he ex9g£"::-rat s . 

~ot once is th~ owl ~1d: t0 blink on b~~n~ rrickvd by 

otiny1ne . r1.nd whil•:: the qudi -"1CE: is t1k-=-•n ur i,,ritr. tr.is , 

thv nrrr1tor uses :1 ·~ intr:nsi ti VE v:rb tr1!1si ti v .... 1 y , and t hon 

~oas on to th~ n ~xt t~ing: 

h honp ~ s. o::rny-= lc::ihlo . 

Cf . .. bon-:~ "": s~ r-~in:{2 • 

( E,:., s~w hirri not bl inking) • 
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Howe v er , ev ~ry i ng is dona v 2r_r s b 1 , to r•_ cxt ~n th~t 

an uncri ic 1l ~ud icnc e may c co, l • ly ~~~n in . 

( d) 

Th e b ~sic si ni ic"1 co h~r ~ s aJMS o c th~t s nm~ ~o 1 ~ 

m3 y be extrem cl unfor un"te ~s c ~r;r ~d too h ~rs . n Gff cc 

1 

h e birds ~r e ~rt o t his for h ~J could no ~11 ~v : 

cnuinel y -~ .r~scnc e of 2hodi n,on~ .hem in he 

o who r e'!le:nber :: 

or other of he s r ongGr on ~s sil 0 nc ~d t ci . n uncl c;. in 'l 

osi ion of .uth riv would no und : r s c~ circunst 3n ces , 

csi At ~ to d~ tl is , in or er to s~v - 2 ~ ~rr! n n~ he 

i ot jhana . In any c :-. s 2 1 o inyq r -~ '·; s no .· 1..- r . . 1.nent 1 y o s r ~cis _, . 

. e o 1 wa s . His f g ~ s ae,s o syn ~li s e thos ~ unfortun at e: 

eo l e in lifd o , du= to cer ~ - nq ur Jl short - c~ . in son 

heir _a rt , such 7S ci n in · rticul3 ~ or slo~ itt -d , m3 

be c1 si y s ~crific~ in ord2r o EB ~ tros 2 who hnve r ~r 

connec ions . Jus .ic~ is no 

in he in er es s of s m~ 

1 in bu it n b e so p~int ~d 

cr h. s b e c.!:!.u s e of th e ir ohlnl -- . 

Th ,3 Sot r·o s ay , -own- kgo 1~ h:1 1 ts t: kisve , i. : . ny 71.1 n is fr e e: 

to ex r ess is 0 inion . th e 5 3 C: i'lE: hov.: ~r , \,. .lso 

sa , ·:olomo 0 no shonyqn h~ 0 m.:-1;1cl ·1 :: , ( :.. i cff1 ly : black is. 

li 1~ out is 0 1 :.s en 0) • Tr.i s is usu~ll y 1 i _ct 0 

he nim or :; nt emb ers 0 e () u. i ' . un. nown . It is 

rob ly not i out c;: ni ic ~nc : . R t :; irst . t t .s rn ::-i t 

wri en dr;-,m".'I in .is qn 0 u!:l ::, a , s 1 S ,.; on this s 0 t .:.tl 

'1 11 . 1 

ITS O Y. 
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FOLK- T;..LE : 

DI JY 

STYLE: 

Tha s ory is told in~ si. le ~n s t r~i ~ht fo r w3rd ~on 

:1 1 h ou i n so e inst". ces t~ ~rr " or uses unus u~l s ant nee 

e:i t er s : 

H~ ,- t .'.'rt.::\ye ng 1 1~ e 0 e . 

Cf . ·~ r e s ;l 1yen r e y 1 1..:: ope Or 
1 " ' 
H1 r e yo 1 -i n-= l en e . 

(L0t us 0 ~nd j mp ·'"' ~ ~ ) . 

His use 0 di1lo U<.., is ef f e ivc :nc s r e r..e ~xcl:1m,. t ion"' -
of he fl2ein . .s n : 

h. nn: clw a jel~ kEo . o : mol ~ al l e . 

( 1oe un o ma · I hlv e r 

Cou led wi is is his .o d ch 

,h en l ~ss r o ubl e unto m s ~l 

e of 1 or s ~h ich cn~bl as 

h i m o cre~te vivid m3nt,l ic Jur~s . T us thl 1 ng ist1nc e 

to a cov ,r e by this m:n i~ &xrr 3 s cd b 

(He r1 vers ed wid~ ,l1ins) . 

Te an er qnd de er mi n~ i on of h2 r bad ~ni als i s ex r esse 

b me~ ns of P umb : r o r ~:diet'! •3 S w i ch c1 r e , difi ed by 

v2rious 3dv er s : 

Ts .1 f ihlc: di h1l cf il •"" h-:, _ lo , ts pot ~ th ,-. b:- n~ k8 

(T ~rriv d vdr , ~n r __ nd cir l ·· d h-a li lc: 

oun ~in wi h dat2r m~n~ io. 

w1n -:.. n ::.1 to kill h i ,) . 

1 LITSO O I , F. l . 

circ ~d it h8 hole d1y 
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f inished by t h2 3ver - t hirsty on~ i s vi vidl y ax r r : ss2d by 

t he ncirrJtor . The i r excl ~m:-: t ions : r ,• v ..;r v t ypic:-:i l ind 3ed : 

rtOt O qet a met si ~ ba n: ba k~. 

( Sh 0 cl1ppcd har h1nds i n a~~za~Jnt) . 

Likewise , in· i ndic:t ing t he f .; t c:- of t::: i s wom1 n .1ft ;;r drinking 

111 the ~v1ilabl _ w1t er, t h: n~r r ~tor ri~a s by degr0~s in 

his comt 8rison : 

r:p1 ya h1 c c nc e l ;:; kgolo r?.holo , 2 n ;:i c f ,::t ·J l e 

( Ear s t om3 ch w1 s v r y b i g , i t W9 S b i gg ~r t h, n her 

h2~d , ev en b igger th~n t he ~ount 1ins) . 

The big vo ice of Not .'.1 u- moholo c~n vi rtu?. l ly be h2ar d thund:=ring · 

N~ ke mqng , ke m~ng y ~ duts ~ng s edib eng sa r 3r e moholr.? 

(~ho is sitting qt t he w~l l of ~y gr nnd - f ather?) 

Th~ r eqction of t h3 v1ri~us 1ni~1ls on bain~ instruct2d to cut 

open har s t om~ch ~r e bot h hu~or ous qnd dr 1~~tic . Humour i s 

furth er provid: d by r~'l1utl 1ny~n.:l 1 S ,?. nt ics ~bout Hlolo's f:1t ::: . 

One c1n a lmost s ee him jQmpin~ ~bout 1nd snying : 

Ka nw~- nw1 metsi, k= nw1- nw1 ~~tsi , ka r e k1 Hlolo . 

(I dr~nk t h e w~t ar, d r 3nk th ~ w~t er, ~nd s a id it i s 

Hlolo} . 

This could ver y well be q n~ugtt y child s pe~king un~ ar simil~r 

circumstanc es . Th~ s~~ ~ me ch nis~ i s used in de picting ~l 0l o 

1nd i'•mutl3ny2.n,':l r oBsting on ~ ::mot h, r . Th .:>ir S D:?2 Ch is t}1 t 

of smnll boys of uneou 'l l wit :-.nd int ::11 igenc ~ oL:ying to :!,,~thar . 

ThG humorous bo 1stine; of th a succ ::ssful sm·1ll boy over his 

less int~l l igcnt f ri end , is vividl y d2scribed in his song 

of trium~h , which nc:tly surnmnrize s wh~ t he h~s r ecently 

a ccomplished . The n1r ra tor J lso us ~s sw~r r words in nn 

uninh i bited m9nnr. r : 



- 46-

Y~ba e hla bJ mot~u- mohol o k1 s ~bonong , jw3l ? S d 

f i nyel ~ . 

(The n it prick:d the :nus of th :; lion :.1 nd it contr.--: ct '-"c..i . 

Finqlly , his styl s is en~an ced b y t ~e us 2 of ccr t~in w0r ds ~nd 

expr ess i ons t h? t 1r G normRlly confi n~d t o fo l k- lor e : 

( b) 

Scnt hu S J nkg1 K,~? 

( .iher e is th .:; smel l of hu'."1 ·-m f l esh f r om?) 

Ngw3n1 n~wAna ke , t lo ka o pc pe , 

r1on:1 kd mof u mofinyet sa - p:r e . 

(My gr1nd- chil d , com3 l 1t me c~rrv you on my b1ck , 

Th2r e is positive d~nger her e ) . 

Th3 n~rrat or h~ndl ~s his 1udi2~cc with c ?r c , ind moves 

f r om one incident t o 1nother ~s t hough h2 wer e d~velo ping th~ 

s 1me b1s i c theme . In a ctu ~l fa c t , howav2r , ~c is not , but 

is h,mdling ~ s cr i ~s ,:) f j~ined episod·s 1vhich :~r 2 c1r ef ull y 

woven r o und th8 h ~r e . 31 ch ..,pi sod .:; i s 1n entity in itse l f , 

wi th its own cl irnPx , wh ich is t!-1 : n f o llowed by c• beginning of 

t he next one . Thus the fi r st e risode ends with th0 r el 0qse 

of wnt e r f r om t h .; wom.:in ' s ~tomn ch . Tr.2 n JXt one b egins ,..,,1th 

the or der of Mot :1 u- moholo to t h.J cff 2ct t h.J t nobody s hould 

drink the wat er : nd ends with ~!.mut l anynn ;:i i n a stone cr Bvi c .c; , 

The th ird is ab out ~~mut l ~ny~n 1 ::i nd P. lo lo , 3nd the f our th ;:i nd 

f i n~l onz , is still --:bout M.rnut l 3ny:~ nn but with n i\i;ot ::i u- moholo 

th i s t i me . Th e t r ~nsition from one eri sode to a not h2r , is 

r ~cilita t ed by t he ~nre2 r anc ~ of tha s1m~ 1musin~ c antral 

char a cter over 1nd over ~g1 i n . ndd2d to th is , : r e his s0ngs 

of t wo lines ea ch t hRt punctuqt a t he v~rious epi sodes , ns 

tho ugh they were a bridge be t wee n th em. Thay i ncr eas e the 
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1·s e nar s • int er e st , 1s do 

he v~rious ,1 nirn::i ls me io.:13d sue. 1s .,~ obser v=-1nt n , t ur 

r ~dul it o ,: l t , 'J oth ers , 

o 1c u1lly ~s sis in di Fin= h: ir o~n ~r ~v c . T , ~rr~tor 

~hie ► s ~ r : 1 1/ to ~mus e his 

1udienc e . 

a .. 11 .2,5 . 

2. 11 . 26 

FD TS EJiO . 

n-ser e .•••. , r (Th 3ysyi 

is S U j '.) ~s ~n ba s e3n from th ~ s ori es 

. n 1 s ~ct =· T is sn · d i n 1 sl ightl r :1 ised V ice , 

hi .er t r ~n 1 us2d i n n r '1.L s .: :; ch . T: is is hGn 

f ol l i.::)d by r c 5 0 r itself \ i hJ ·.:1C S of th -.. chi _f 

c : r 3ct ers ?~ J~ rin~ qi c -: rly , us ally i~ nadi : t ely . f sr 

e intro L< tory .hrqs. . .., ,: ... di a c e do e s not r es ond in 

;rn for .. -:1 w. y . Bu 1s h .~ s tor ,- ro .:, r e s s es , t h ·~ y m:1v sto 

h 2 , rr 1 or '' "ld ~, sk u0 s ions . . e ~n ct·n~ is 1 ixed 

f or m 1:, k~ ~1th ~ h~ , {li ~ ~lly : It is 1 tory 

S r ll l ... he_ ".r u ·; ld h • - , - SJ 

:1 r oun he fir e in the L1 a or in h :: ut in wh ich she 

sl ea wi h h~r r ·rnd - children . Soi"\2 :. n :1 lso ell ths, 

.::?nd so do so I;:: mot .~rs .:1 n t ,1 r ·:-1t-,mbers 0 th _ hous hol . 
u 8 co 1 ::: •! 0 , re r Jd i io ~11 nssoci ·. >::: d with 

:i re r a n i s . .h~ f1c h."" hey ; r .. : old 'l ni,?ht ha s t C 

effGC of he i ht 2nin , . ., f -i 1 S ~nd a din __ t,o th e 

effectiv •n.=;ss 0 ': n ~bl-.. nt.!rrc1t r s dr t:.TI" ic t .= chn iqu.]s . 

If o d by d~y , on- is usu ~11y ~d ·s d o nut stick of 

r 3s s into ones ha ir , for n~~ of ~r owin horns on th e r_qd . 
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In ha . 1 n bod of q s or 

son . I is s:? ost e-,o ion 1 y ch "! r 0_ :, l e .. - n of t . _ 

s ory to wJ-,ich 

m y y no 

ins is on :: ir w. k , . . h r . 

e son is '.1 of t ... 

If i is un. now. 

osa of t~ J s e c n . 

1e n-rr1 or ~i ng~ bot r~rts wi 

voic e so modul ~ct s t o k_e 

s ory . 

.. --~ ri--.1 n :, of s c l--. s n .s 

SOM~ C ?l s -:; s i i so cl ::::> r i-,-, 

t ~kcn ov _r by rnod rn I r C ~ s 

j ~zz usic . n y,ic ~l ~x ; 

ic~ w1s r co r ~d ~ 

I e s . Firs er :: s r. ' -i 

with ,'"?. vi =- 1 0 bringin '1 OU 

CA Se f s~ l .., n e "J bOV '.) . Sa c on 

1y e s a id 0 be . 'l ~i C-{l ., nd 

u rd e s e crG on t r . .:. gr 0 

'V zn h '? co :. s is cl J~ r , J . ~ • 

r: qui .... dis inc . T e 

i . S i :1 r' f-. C urs of 

is !"J Si C 11 cl ::1r . I 

,,, . 
.... :1 i r -; son s ·:i s b - .J n -

L - Cit.i 3 S ~nd u to 

of is is h : son ~ of 

2 i n w .ic '3 sin~Gr s n , s 

C .;: ~i n r Gs ens -=- , -:.s :1 t 

ly ' .Gr 3 is t h tv e h? 

ich is usu1ll ,., hi ., ly 

- si . :: r . H:: sin :,S it onl 

h2 s~ng. of kolob · 2 .n 

q r 1 . 3 r e s c cti v el . .i r l _r e; is h.: t I'."\ 

vir u~lly summ: riz c s h?. 

l LI SOMO I , 
2 0 . • ci • F . 
3 LIT O O II 

. 31 . 
105 . 
r . 73 . 

~ 

. 
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h2 c ~s e of -~ l1n 1n2 and ~lolo . 1 Some of th 3 

cont3in obsole c ::nd arc qic 'vords . Th :. s e: ho · 1 ., v .2 r , do no 

b t . h-:: si n_,,r :.nd 1 · s , ..; r nd _rs ·· nd vr : t it is ::: bo ; 

n i :v f his it i~ in . r : s i ~ to no ~ t h:t in 

cJ l i. . , i s i · l:: r s,'1 fro ~~ oin of vi ~w of Ts n~. 

lk - 11 .s ··,. iss ;je..., c i.---: t 2 s"·'s 'H S is common wi h "Tl :lr6c 

f o r , ul 1..s 

0 t 

h: wo r ds of t:sL s, s ~r oft en un i n 2 li i 1 ~ 

The words of '- .. 

son r.L'.: ni -:1r~ 1r ch 9ic or 

ob sole c , ~n ct no lon _2 r US <::d i:1 ~ 1~n..,U~l'5: , or b .1 c .1u .. ., 

h '3 1r ,., mcr cl C! s .:: ri.. s of EU ho ic sylL1bl es . Tl Th~ 

op osite S c0., S 0 b., h~ C1 € in Sou h,2rn Sotho . Bo h OU , . .; 

~~d old in S1 sut ol1nd insis hey und ~rst and wh; t h. 

sons ~ r ~ qbout . Tha nin ~ i ibl3 1 ~u . honic s yll 1bl : s ' 

in South., rn Soro qr : usu · llr ; r of ~n o h erwis e 

in r.- lli ibL so ..., -rnd corr .,s ond -nor or l.:, ss t ;. th : '' 1 

1 2 1 '?'1 of En list r."dri ~:l so _s . n ~h is conn ~ction , 

com '1 r e t h- c din '' o y ·. '1 '' '1 l __ ~. 1 f ound ,1 t h .! ..: :id of 

eq c lin e f h., so~ o S.,nk: cng . 3 

he voe bul, r y of so,s of h - son~s occ 1s ion3ll 

includ~s nr .1 i ~nd o sol -t~ ~ords sn~a of whi ch , 

Thus i .~ son of Sen. c 3n~ ~ o . , j ,G c f r om j wel ~ 

is ow bo ... h 1rch 1ic :n o sol ; . i s d rn r epr ~s ~n : ti -

be ing jwc SA (tall) . Th~ poss0ssiv~ stem ill£ i n h. 

exam l r.1 ~~, (1.y o ) , is no ongL,r us : d in or din2 r y 

s eech , Gxc e in t r qdi iona o rositions . u i s· :.i "Cl 

is still - ctiv ~l us ~d =· . 
. 1 . 

t : JOTES 0 OL1<LO E FO; I. . D i:W .. n ·"' l ) 

,;.fric3n s udi c s Vol . 17 Jo . 195 P. l 7 , 
3 LITSOMO 

' 
P. 67 . 
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Cf . S . 

In elk- lore , h~ b 

oc urs ~s c ,s in : 

( ,. PT : n d- cr il ) . 

Simil ... 1_ , 

f lk - lor c , 

e ~or ' s ale ( , h in ) , c curs r equ ~nt l y i 

is n 1 ne: r us :::d • C in ,J he r n Sot ho : 

u lw .. s elo s .s r .., i! 

es E i ts disqr e~ r ~nc : ~ ~- ~r i is in e r cs i ~. o 

no e r.~ .11. ... co. cor ds }- - .:. t used co . r.uind ~r e 

s ill . r e s .:: r sd : 

bu- k:1. s eo S "- ut l · 1 .m _ . 

( tt~ ~l "lb 

Th 2 noun ~ do ) 0 urs in 1~ ~ of he ~oder n ntj ~ J 

whi i s sd wi i or crn So ho 

t .. "" rn So h , h wev 0r , e?. nin r er I C. 
-.J 

or hern S tho 3nd so e 

r : n i:r~ of oc .::i ive 1a ns t r : v 

Co u A iv es . In Sou hcrn ~ot ho folk - l or e , R r e ,na nt of 

he se for . sis found in hJ ~ x 1. l e : 

(H ar ~ is the li 1 9 f oo of y r qndch ild , her o is 

l'.l no e r) . 

I y cr h2 s be add ed in 1ssina , 

r e na nt occ rs n he fi r s li _ o r. y 
Jon1n0 son~ o fih i a 

J e SU , n k . "' b "i r O • rl 

J esus , t 0 hysici~n o: ~ ). 

3 si i lar s01· r y 

347 : 1 
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_ enc 2 o: mrd s of ' §1Un i or ::._ in . 

is ':\ "':" "'! t er , . s: :"?. i"!'l e ··1 hl - 1 - I lo • v Cf . _j u 

mhl ( . i 2 ). ,,:; w~s b :. .., n b· '1 do g , - nd h " r 

s "'m us .zd is hl l,.;we ,,. . ),., 
l C .. i h- _rf t p;-1 ssi v-· for 

of u i - dL, , ( e1 t) ""mz l:/ dliwe . In k ,.:. in \ i }', t .. 

s nd s r ur - o f Sou }-, rn Soti-10 h ..:: voi ..::: d 1 ~ ~r'11 

fri C: i r, or hogr9 C : 1y dl o:' u i , h1s b_ r ~rl ~c ' 

by i V ic .:; l .__ ss C u ... l.- r ..,r tl . ,,.,h . i du,; 0 r," f1 

h.1 u .h_r ~o ho hc:s 0 0 C ,ci co!'l c;on 1n s 1 S such , 

~ d~~c is o subs i u -~ ir oi .:: _ c: ss s -:ri ~s 0r , . "1 . 

Fi . ':\ lly Dime r dr wss : d i s ~ · n . h words : 

(D ~ 0 1 9 -~ 1 5 k k h h ) .,_ .. , : sr .. - 1~. w :i1 .:: ::i r • 

. e crb s 2 ~ - k_olom~ ·s :ro~ -ulu - . hulu~ , (s ]1k) . 

The s e s or ,-: s -:-: r : f ur _r er. .rr C .__ ris 2d t, 
~ 

tr -.:: s --= of 

' unu u-.:i l s n '1 C c~ on s r'.l : i cr s i!'lcl udin ~ s 'V ; :r ords . 

I!1 in due ion 0 

wro '= h ._, m .., 5 h : h J.:-,:. r 

ntl e l e 'TI'"' . soe 

i a c ~nd re r-JOr s 

h ?. sue cons rue ions 

is fur er rev -_ 

S t:- h sr.i in : ir n1rr3 

knowin _ rrio s o 

>" . .. l S f'rs 

l': ., f r :i:i: 

3 S 

.r "" r ., 

- f:C1. 

io s . 

b::,ok , J: C')tt - sn s h i:: 

\.. - :"lOUt s of v1rious 

h ~v . k , y:, t - s or·· 

! t; m) • 

i er , . ho 

os : col ~c ~d by ~co i 

h .,ir u usu~l cos rue o s r ~c : n r · .d u 1 si. l ,s 

ex ,.:.ri , _n n 

l LITSO. 0 I , . 5 • 
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On a 1·v2s !?. · : f efoo no her '.:! t · :~ l :rnycnc:> , Tr :.y 

w .. r e indivictu ~11y 1sk_jd to n::irrq _ h_ -::?1 1 - kno n s ory 

h - bo . us -.d uc cons r ue ors , 

r: hou h c1 iff ..._ r -=. n .: r s o 

from r~ qf L.f o, n ..._ sc.1id : 

:idi..,: ..... S"'n ·, Jl k i ng i i'1·11 f . J. ! f . f :: ~ t 

Cf . -.~ 1di ~ .:: t s1ne ct i ir.1~1 .., . okotin -:c, a r e f a 1 ! f: 1 ! f · t '? . .·1 

( H.r:J '1di'" s s~n€. r :.n Vl}r f1s :1 r ds h ~ hol 2 ) . 

c s e c nd o. C s . i . 

He l L'll1d . ~.,..:; ts -i n : . . .:-: nn! n a 8 

"f . H ~ ' c , I•~ .., i. : r c c::1.n c k :. nn . : o ! 

( I s 'l. . :m 1di.· e sc1n _ h 2r --.. I '). c ) • 

Ont s b1sis o sch ~vi ·:~c i ncl udin _, th e wri er I s 

di sh Jmo fro ildh od , 

coll ection i c-~ b~ s ~f·lv c cl d ed t~q sue c ~st r~c t i nc:: 

a 1rc onsis n 1 ~bs~n he 1 .n ~ .7a is cert _ ·n o 

h~va bean t r~r~d wi h ins~~~ r~~ or 1noth _r , This is 

e C'"'se f r ins Pnc c wi h hog_ c0n ~in::: in !Oik , ngo ,:, ' s 

collcc ion . 1 ~ com qr ison o~ id =ntic1l s t ori ~s i n his 

coll3c ion 1nd J ... co ~t ' s sr ws au: 3 cl c: rl t h: 

:~ik- ngoa h ~s 'olis ad' 

_l me ts wh e r e th2 ?. nci en 

h s i the s or · o 

ic:: 1 11 g ~ge , 3 ~ . dded 3 d i tion~l 

rr q r h~d l eft then out . 

he 

hel -:i , Di o 

B hl:h~ hod i m~ hs 1 on Shen.:, . ' 

:o·kan 03 , on t h o he r h~nd s P. r s off b s ~y · n 

LITSO . 0 TS,,,, 
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"B1 r e :: ne c 1 ~ t l;l _ng y , bo j =-, dik~tq , ho ph,: lw~ k .., 

110s-=ck:1 . Di'1o 7 hl :h-, hodi':'P th'.'lb.~ . ' 

( They s~y it w1s d~r ins ~r~~t st , rv qtion/ f qminE, 

nao ol e livinq on t~~ ~osec~1 r r qss . Di~o 1 n s~ r ed 

on t o ~ of~ Mount~in) . 

This is r ~1 lly ~ r,r~rhr~s o: tr - 1bov ~. ~v:n in t h05 -

inst1nccs wh,ff.:: vir tu -:lly i~ :-ntic·:l w0rds : r e use<!. , 

Moik-,ngoi'l' s v s rsi on is , lw1ys full ~r 'l nd rion:? 11 corre ct 11 

·rnd ' u ri C!:rt -, th~n its ru a- 's ;d " nd unembel lis h ec. -- or i e;i nal 

count e r - p'lrt . In t r is conn: ctio~ comr1r 3: 

ORIGIN,,.L : Dimo h : il ~ kc-otl . , ~i'Tl1di•=f3ts~ne ::i h l obol.~ , 

~ ~r1r ~ dihlo~o ts ~ Di~o . 

l~ik~ngoa : Eits a mo o Ci~o ~ dutsang kgot l 1 1 3 b ~nn~ b a 

s:11 -:1 a hlob ol -'1 di ·i p1 r o 

ts1ne ~ di ~per ~ng , 'l ~ o~ r ~ dihl omo tsA Di mo . 

Si,il :rly, ~:oik 1nqo1 1voids swt?" r wor ds :ind 2x pr e ss ions . 

~he r - th2 ori~in~l n1rr?tor s?ys : 

1s1tsin~ l eo o h~til~ "~:nJm1n~, ( i . _. masepa ), 

o ~;l ~n~ ts > Li~o , he si~rl y s .., y s : 

K- j2no o n1l .:.,(lg ts-. Dino . 

Likewis e , in t r. sto r y of u iny~111ts3n~, th2 or i~in~l 

n•ffr •, tor s "'lys : 

Y~ fihl i y1 n ~~ l ahlokw1. , y~b , e hl 3b~ mot qu- mohol o 

k~ s ' bon0ng ; jwql ~ s1 finy c l 3 . 

Y8b3 2 t 11on:1 k.:1 l ~h l o kw_n .:1 , y1. ph::h.::. -ni sa moh:~tlq w :-1 

ya- kgnl 8 , y~ hl ~b~ ke tl :s ~ oon~ . ~~~~ t s ~ bonolo 

tsq utl w1 bohloko ts~ finy i l 3 . 

rl study of ;1okn ng0~ ' s s tori . s as :f1inst t hoss of J ~cott=t ' s, 

rroves bcvond doub t th Pt he h ~s ta mper ed with the 1~ngu 1~0 

in or der to s u it mod ern soPhis ~icqted 2 nrs . This is 

unfo rtunqt~ , in thnt i t f~ l sifi~s th~ ~rt of th e anci ant s , 

; nd d 2r r i v es it of its nPtur ~l qu 1 l i t i ~s . 
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CONCLUSION : 

Th~r c sa~ms to b ~ no ~y h or story in Southern Sotho 

th1t s.2 ks to 2Ypl 3in tt - cr9 : tion of ~a n or th 2 worl d . 

·.h.1 t th3re is, is th ·• tr .., ditio•1: l b :ilief th ,, t th ; Sotho 

originc=it cd frof'l ~Jtswa n-? - t s ~tsi . ., f :"3rt fro n t his 5 .. ; p , 

v3rious myt hs d~9l with v~rious topics , such 3S t he 

origin of d d~ th ~nd marri2~0 ; th3 friandship b e tw~~n ~ ~ n 
' I 

1nd tb e sm,11 anim31s, qnd the r el,t ions batw22n m~n ~~d 

women . Unl i K;; in '}r e Gk ~ytholo gy , th e Sotho und ,.-rwo r l d i s 

simil:ir t o this world, 1nd th.; inh 1bit '." nts of both worlds 

m~y exch ~ng e visits . Th ''d~ad " cJntinue to liv~ 1s th .: v 

h1d done on thi s w0rW , though with 1n 1bund1nc •:. of _:-' rthl y 

possessions . a~sic~lly th ;n , in the Sot~o mind , th ~ id :1 

of d e3th 1s qn end t o lif ~, w, s n ev r ~cc c pted . 
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CH FTC:rt I 

IO. : 

In ~ f a ct , ri 'dl ~s ~r G q e s of wi in which on .... 

memb Gr uiz c s 1no h ~r or o h~rs, by rovidin 

1 n I o b s c ur 2 ' ye '1 c r ~. t ~ c .; i he form of 1 

dcscri ion o 

C ing r...., 

. .; n .,.. nd t: ' obj _ c , wi h q vi cw o 

o ~u::.s =n zzl ..: i ou , s such , th t. Y 

, r ~ 1 ~me w ich h ~v J r con a i s a rain of truth , 

in ha t t e Are el se on so '1e .. i .., ctu ly exi s 

and hose 

soon a s 

r . ads a e is L~ edia ely r eco ~ni sed s 

ea ro ri A e 3 s• er is ~i en . In sou hern 

So o , his reco~ni on is ·~ ariab y cco anied by 

_e re . ark , 1u fe ,, ( i-:o " r e . ) • Th r in of ru 

is cont ,q ined whose re o ni ion r esu s ~ r.i re ~a r 

in e is~uise a C ra e _lue , ca is e bedded in 

he ques ion ar of re r· d le . ... he s e of on 

it an skill wers o: 0 erva 0 and ex erience in 

eneral , , a r e ult in a correc i en ifica i on of the 

intende 0 jec . 

Ther is c ose co nection between t e r iddle , o 

he one and and e roverb on e other . The a r e 

bo h based and con ai o a . r e - er or l e s s er de r ~e , 

ra·n of tru h . e con ly , bo ori inate fro, a 

orou h an accu a e o ser va ion o . an and ani als , 

s 

· ncl din ~ e 1 w r aro nd t e~ . Here hoe er , 

he similari yens , for i 

observat ·on is su ly of a 

r over i is us ly of a 

. e ri dle his accur a e 

a na ure , whil e in e 

c ~ re ,1ider licatio_ 
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nd si fl'nif ica nee in ad i on 0 be ·n niversal . n 

he rid le , I: e ru h :.s -eli ely dis u · sed 0 1) era 

an accur a e descri 0 .., ere f beinc; ~iven · i e 

rover i is stated a s s ·.1c here bein no a e 

v e ·1 or d "s uise i 2ei ... '1'J'3an for a ,, ~me of uzz1· 

and g essi ,::, ) re r· ::1 p i s v e a humorous wi 

an....,le , while he r over ein => 
! 

ean for wise ouns i=-1 

is free fro ri such (, 0 uri - ~nd hus re ains i s basi.c 

ru in a ure undis~uised for as in : 

Ko ano ke ~a la .1 ( i y s s ren t h) . 

T ese are ist"lled wor s f is o~ , a he rover 

retains he.. as su r ·.v he ·r undis~u ised niversal 

a peal and si n"fira~ce . ~ r 18r , her eas s me rovebs 

ave heir r~o in ar icularl fa l es fro~ 

hich hey ori~ina e ri dles no~ see~ to ave ny 

such roo 

observa ion 

and ori "' in . 'i'. .e are a chil d of i and 

hi rare n ua ra her an u iversa 

c. arac eri s ics . 

riddle is ~ elo ho , 

fro:n he verb C em - 1 .ose di e ionarv me nin is .... 

i i 0 ro ose a ri le o · 0 uzzle . ' nmong soccer 

la ers in .Jasu eland an Free C ate , is ...., 

erb stem is also used wi he ex ende meanin of 0 

II 0 drib le ,, ere a r la er would s e k n er:'1 

of I o sell ad ~my . ' mhe a ii; t 

du y well de ends 1· e o lo·ta on 

ribble or sell 

.e s k · 1 , w· t 

and observ ion of .e indi i al . . nd s o do riddles . 

Their man v lue a 

is to rovide en 

11 o her vale~ tha ma 

f c on in 

es ecial l 

e co•1mun · t 

o chil re 

e ssoc · a ed with hem such 

0 

r _, 

as bein educa ional a d r. · · to be obser ~, .. eac . n __ c.1 re 

ar ~urely inciden al and 

This is roba 1 a ra~slA ion o 
in br acke s . 

ure . They & 
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essen ia:l y 3 rou ~.,.,o 
0 • • in ,., ch two i5 r, e 'n ni ,Ui . 

Ei er '110 ~·::1: r' rt: · t.re or or osi ni~ 

-=>r') ,...S -nav Ct'J e e ... ~ n_ no er . r.ihe~r ar ;11ain r 

associave ' h C · lcr'= . j"!...St a~ di s orno re o-~ne1· .1ll · .l. 

assoc i a e h gr =- '1d"1.o }:c:::-s . any inf0r an s in 

asu ... olan lau in y ref e_' 0 trel"'\ a ' - a adi y ba .:::i . il 

( n a"lP 0r chilc.ren) . J es e is , ho.•1ever ro•>J ~. 

u s a also E'XC:'.:. .. -'= re': on occasion or quiz tho e 

0 n er 9!" e~sel v 0 I!1 bi a . 
' 

he iay al so 

ea_h hem ne v 0 8"' l--~ e, i no ~ QI•{ be ore . 

. !·e sho;10 --~ ... avo r e "'le f'Jr t b e'Tl is e 

eve n_ f er ... 0 ~ f ·mr is done 11d eorle are 

r elaxi~::, a .o-:1e . - t i.:<e ·tsho . o no a 00 S or 

res ric 0 5 0 an kin ' are 3fSO .:..ated vi h e:n . 

11 a e . r o s a -r exes rna e cha e . e f!l a 

will a any ~ ,e Q_ ~ 0 ye r e::·ce ha they 

,q r e SU:i 1 rec::ervec for v p eri ir. and r e ar i cula~l ·,r 

liked cril r en . .l.. ., . nt. 0 r ! 0 re excl;R ed 

·nd'Jors ar o n . p f::.r 0 or .:.. . :,_p a a . 

mhe · ;:i r e , ske a d a s~ ere in se hr ses ha 

charac erise e ue ion a.d ans·,rnr resrec i vely . 

e for ul .. r he ues io is a redic .e ' hie is .... 

:na e u of te as f r "'l of he ~ubjec concord 0 tre 

firs r 01 s·n?.;ulAr k· r ol 0 ed bv he ob je _ 

conco of !le 

s e"l - lo ha : 

. a o lo 

uess · :i ? ) 

se ond ere-:> 

• (i.. · er . ... 1 

sin 1· r 0 e ver 

a ou ribbled i . e . 

The sec0nd .erson o w.o~ ris is irected r es onds 

~- h he or'llula : a~g? (~ h ?) 1.· e , . .~ '!1°ans o w a . • • e 

ins ru. en al dverbi~ fr~ i 8 •a rlus he in erro. a i v 



- 58-

noun ~ ? (w'at? ) . :he f i rst :~rson t hen pr e s ents his 

r idale , berrinnin7 wit.. .r r: ·1or oh erYJe ka above , follo; ' ,d 

by t he r i ddle pr oDer . I f ttP second per s on k~ows it , 

he giv es tr.e ~nswer i~ ~h 0 :or ~ of a n i ~personal 

identific3t i ve c0pul~tiv~ , be~i nn i n~ wit ~ the hi vh 

t oned ~ . •. . . , ( It is . . . .. } , a s fo l lows : 

1st Person : Kao l otha ? ( i ue s s what? ) 

2nd Per son : "-a ng? (By 'ilea-:1s of ,,,hc3 t? ) 

1st Person : Ka ~al a a nku mar angr a ng? 

(By means of 1 sheep ' s intestine 

mixed ur-? ) 

2nd Person : Ke mohl Ma , ( It is t he do ~ ' s ~rass) . 

,/hen the ga'ie is ,:ilr ead? in rroisress , this 

pr ocedure i s ,odified . Tr.e f irst p~r so n ~ay omit the 

intrxiuctory ka bef or e t r.~ riddl e proper , and ~ 0 

str a i ght to i t . Li ~e1·1i se , the se c')ncl r er s on omits t he 

co r ula t i ve f or~a tivP ke bef or e his answer , a 1d ~er el y 

states it : 

1st Person : Ka 0 l ot ha? 

2nd Fers ')n : Kang? 

1 s t Fer son : Ma sirrio 1 -no t hating? ( Fi el ds on a r ide:~?} 

2nd Person : Dintshi. (.2:yel ashes) . 

The f inal Modificat i on is that t he per son mav discar d 

the ent i r e or ed icate ka o lotha , and ~o str ai~ht t o th e 

r iddle , whi l e the second ~ers ')n dispenses with his 

kang? and simply stAt e s t he .:;nswer . The question 

pr oper i s trus f ol l owed i m~ed iatel y by th e answer: 

~uestion : 

Ans,"ler : 

~-:ahahana ~ d i r et sa ria? 

Littl e caves '"..,.. i ch are a litt l e muddy:) 

Dinala , ka ditsr.il~ tsa tsona . 

(Nail s , by thei r dir t) . 
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T. ~UESTI01 

J . 1. 5 . In he vast . a jority of' C ses , .... c-uestion r o r,"' r l, 

in a ri d le is 0 re all a ues ion but a s t atemen 

which m1 e in ei h<?r co j al, ion, ositive or ne :;a iv e : 

~- a e di a lek . na ? 

eddin?: kins ci r e of equal l en th and bre dth : ) 

Le ho irno le lefa s .,::: • 

( ' :e · ven 1nd e r ) . 
Se a e se 0 u i .a se 1e· ,e ? 

(The rui of e :notu i r ee is not edible . ) 

A • a • A q;) • 

Ther e is 0 J n i err o, -- .:ve in l· e for of such 

questi n ·• or eve o a i0n t hat ccom anies 

he-n is r of ·n or di a y 8. e e and n ta 

ues ion . _n s c nee i , c om are he ton 1 

a ern in he sta e e 

ha e di a le l :ma . ( - LL) , And _a 

of e ques on : 

p a e di a lek na ? (L . .1 . .H } . 
In inten 

' 
owever t, e~- Are in er r o_a ive , hen ce the 

usua oues on m rk a t .e e and the a r ial 

V lidi y of Doke s s a el e a " ough i n er roga ive 

in en ri dles are ever ~o i for in Bant u . ·• 1 

e firs ar of i s a e . e is a licable 0 oc;t 

bu no all ridd e s i Sou ern So ho . her e are a 

nu ber l'.A a r e in e rro R ve in for 
' 

d hich C ai 

an interr o~a ive or t ~ ues on r or . .r . u 

in erro ati e words ar19 ka e ? ( ., here ? ) w' C is he 

1 C . . ' . Doke : 
. o . ) 1 47 . 

1 - LO ,£ , .11. rss , Vol . 
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one that is most com□only used ; t he Sotho interrogat ive 

f or mative .!lli? (what?} with li~ited usage ; jwang? 

(how?) And eng ? (what?) which, however, seems t o be 

confined to the fo r mula kang? i . e . ka eng ? 

Q. Hao le Morwa tjee , mets i o a nka .lli? 

(Bein~ a mer e Bustman , where do you get water from?) 

A. Lehapu, (bofubelu b~ l ehapu le metsi a lona ) . 
(A watermel on its r 8dness 3nd wqter) 

c. Ka r e ks tinketsa ke tinketsa , ka ~akal a hor e na 

modi.mo wa Roma o kene l e kae? 

(No matter how strongly I ti ed, I could not discover 

wher e the god of the Romans enter ed ? ), 

A. Tshupa , e j a mabele sesiung. 

(Weevil , it e2.t s corn in t he gr ain ba sket) . 

Q. Mmamosana wa poeyAna , o tl3 f2ta jwang banneng? 

( Thou wearer of short 3kirt s how wi 11 you p;:iss t he men ? ) 

A. Fodi , (mohatla WR yona) . 

(A goat; its t a il ) . 

Ordinaril y , however , no interrogative word is 

emrloyed , a nd the statement of the i ntended question 

assumes various f or ms and shapes . The various 

possibilitie s ar e ~s follows : 

(a) In most inst2nces , it is ~ot a stat ement at all , 

but a qua lifica tive phr a se . Qualific~tive phr ases 

of various kinds sr e used a gr eat de3l in such 

contexts , with the ~ossessive ty pe or edominat ing . 

Q. Kgar ebe tsa l apa l eno? 

(Dames of your f amily ?) 

A. Ditshehetso , ( tsa l 3lwa la) . 

(The suprorts of ~ gr inding stone ) . 

( . Kgomo ya bohadi ba :nmao? 

( The cow of your mother's l obola ? ) 

i.. . Nt a . (A l ouse) . (Possessives) . 
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Q. ,lonna e olele e e mo s ie ? 

all . .,rhite :'1=1n?) 

sel - a bae i . 

( ,; r avel l e rs ro;:d) . 

1<osAdi ·a din ao l e '.Tl e ? 
.::, 

( n Of'l1!:} wro i~ 3 ooe .ven 

A. esiu . (n r.::ii b s. e 

on 

(1'.d ·e c ive) . 

er so a c ?) 

( ·ela ive ) . 

I ay a ~ coor · a ed no uns joined by 7ea s of 

he co: j nc i e for'Tlatire e (and/wi ) : 

(_ . Se elo le j :1"1 .:> 
. ,, 

0 se \:::: 

( Tl a or:nin:.:, lac "' d .e s gr e r ? ) 

. Leifo e SPhloh olo sa n lo . 

(T e enr ~n rid E; 0 a hu ) . 

-:1ay e a a 0si on~ nouns uncoo r dina e , · u 

s ome i~es f lowec b a redica e a ~d is eY en · n : 

( . 

(T. e li le iQ her of b.~ k, ess , co~er fro , 

r1. . Ka se . ( ,.. c~ ) . 

c. 

h o 

adi 

n ng 

a ne 

lere · i le o a ,o se ? 

eau-:._- ~nc irclin 3 hornest e 

e reeds?) 

? ) 

I mR be a s ·n~le non ~ith n extended redu c c=i c. 

re CA e : 

C. . "'o jodi sw~ joo . ia ba ,a s joo . 

( = e Cg e 1 wa.., ai au y en o an in wen ou 

quickly? ) 

A • a 1 e , ( ho ro ka ) . 

( A nee l e · t o se" ) . 
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(e) I ~ay be two b lanc ed se enc es ith contrast in subj ec s 

( f ) 

( h) 

( i ) 

ut ·r,entical r e icR es : 

Q. sho a ha q , s h eu a ha 3? 

wi 

(Te 1 ck one ro .e whi e one t rod ?) 

a e 1 e ts wel e , ( ho ro ka) . 

needle ~nG cot n, o ~ew) . 

I ay be a si ilarl a e. nced pP.ir o_ se enc 

id en ic~l s bjec s ?.nd contrastin 

Ke en-1a a kena , e enwa a e sw~? 

r edicAtes : 

(Here he is co in 

sela . ( ro r1d} . 

n , ere he is o in~ out ?) 

I .~· be in rod ced An in erjective llowed by 

a sim lei erati e -nd 3 conjunctive adver 

Q. ·ei , lo le k-1ano? 

(~ u t her e coTie and as s . er e? ) 

.onokotsh ai, ( 0 sh qsa I'll t o kApa o . itsa ka ho 

buts· ,a ha ro ) . 

( . e -1il lack ul erry · i ensna r es a erson or 

a ra c shim by i ts ri en ~s) . 

It may be introd ced by sim l e i erqtive, not 

recede d y an i er·ec i e a s above: 

Q. Hlaba , o nehele Tshe lanyane ? 

( Fierc e and iv e t e li l e yello~ one ?) 

Lemao, (l e etsa lesob, lesika le kena t eng) . 

( needle ; it~ kes ~ hole , e sinew ~oe s into it). 

Al ernatively , i . a be in r du ced b a voca tive 

i e rjec iv e r e cedin~ e si . le im er 3tive in (h ) abov e : 
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Q. f-~rne , nt s h,,;arc ka w1 ? 

(. :other , ho l d rri<:: :::: f:311 ?) 

A. Tshilo , ( ha ho s il·1a }. 

( A gri ndinP- sto:1E:: , 1·1r en one '.;r inds 1~1ii:.h it }. 

(j) It mAy b ? t wJ i deopbone s on l y : 

Q, r , 12 , not G ? 

(Of quickl y bit inv , of quickly disR ppe2rin~ ? ) 

A. Let s eet se . (.-. f lea ) . 

( k ) I t m;:iy be on e i aeo nhone , s 0111e t i me s r edur l i~~te d , 

but with '1 n adv erbi "' l ,tdjunct : 

c. Ts e ke , di odins? 

(Of f l ~shinz i n so i l ? ) 

A. ~ohomn . (h plough) . 

~ . Thel e- thel 2 k1 dilomo? 

( J f f ~llin~ , f ~lli~~ over cliffs? ) 

x , Fhof o e t r.eoha l ~- l ··ml en.:c: . 

(: .e :--1 flowing fro 'l J i,;rinci ing stone ) . 

( 1) I t "la y he one word o nl y , usua lly a co111pound no un : 

~- Seny3kamn~l e? 

(That whic~ r e l i e ves i t s elf thr ou~h i t s bodv ? ) 

A. • :otlhotlo . 

( A sieve for s tra i n i n~ beer ) . 

The ·' questi on" '.'l '"' V 1lso consist of a c o"'l po unf 

s ent ence , in wh ic~ cas 2 it ha s ~ore th1n one stnt e~ P~ ~· 

Q. Banna b3 ba fub cdu , ba s etsweng ~ora o ke ba ba t rhr, 

e r e h1 b3 f i hl 1 1 en e:op::mg ba r e , '1h ! '' ebe ba 

kgutln? 
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(Red ~en followed by blnck one s and who, on 

r e!3ch i ng a donga s3y , ;1hh ! 11 and r eturn ? ) 

A. Hl aha , e setswe morao ke lehoko , e thibelwa ke 

noka . 

( ~lild fire , f ollowed by burnt patches, i s 

stopred by a river ) . 

(b ) The first part of a compound pr edicate may 

be positive , and th~ second negntive : 

Q. Ka tswazt, swa ke tlola tlola , l\Imamankwane ha ke 

(Despite my repeated jumpin~ , I cnn~ot see 

Mmam::rnkwane ? ) 

A. Sekotlo, (motho ha a ipone s ekotlo) . 

(The occiput; a person does not see the back 

of his head ) • 

Negative stat e~ents see~ to a ppear i n two 

positions only . They may appear either by ·themsel ves 

a s in J . 1 . 5 . above, or as part of a co~pound pr edicate 

as in this last example . 

(c) The compound sentence may consist of two 

s ent ences with t he sa~e object , the second 

sentence being a fur ther explanation of the first: 

Q. Hal anyane o a loma, o a tlohel 3 , o tl a loma 

ha hlabula le fihla? 

(Halanyanc bites and stops , he will bite when 

summer sets in?) 

A. Bobatsi, (bo siyo mariha bo teng hlabula) . ' -

(The stinging nettle ; it is not ther ~ in winter . 

it is ther e in summer }. 
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LSNGTHY QUESTIONS : 

Th.:: vRri eti e s of '' ou.::;stions" discuss0d abov -.::; , ar2 

found with ordinary ty~ 3 S of riddl es . Arart f r o~ t ham , 

however, ther ~ a r ~ a few ot~er riddles in which the 

ouestion part is usuall 1 long , givi ng rise to a lengt hy 

riddl~. It contAins all the data concerninf, t he 

proble~ to be solved ana fro~ it , the second person 

must work out th:: r e au ired an sw9r . 'l'his t,·r-:- of ridal.:. 

is called the Froble~ oc ~onundrum . nere ar ; ty~ical 

examples in Southern Sot~o : 

Q. i:onna ya tsamayang le nk,-,e , rodi l e l etse pa . !~ kwe 

e ja rodi , rodi e ja l:tsera . Ba fihl a nok~ng eo 

ba tshwanelan~ no e tFhela . Ho na 1° s ekenenyana 

s ~ lekanen~ batho ba bab~di f ~~lR ka nako . 3a tla 

tshela _j 1,,ang ? 

(A man w~o is trav allin~ with a l eorard , a ~oat and 

the plum2 and ear of a sw~et r eed . The l eorard eats 

a goat ; the ~oat eats sw~et re2d . They come to ~ 

river which they have t~ cross . There is a littl 3 

boat th~t i s big enouqh for two people onl y at a 

time . How ~ill they cross?) 

A. ~onna o tla nka rodi a tsh~le l e yona , a f i hl e a 

e siye ka nqane . A kgutl e 1 ~ sekerc a fihl e a nke 

nkwe , a e tshadi~c . Ebe o kgutla l e podi, o fihla 

a e theola; a nke l ets~p~ , a l e tsh~disets~ ka ho 

nkwe . A k~utle , a tlo lata pod i , a f i hle a th otb P 1€ 

yona ka kwana , ba tsamRyE. 

(The man will taka t ~e ~o8t , cross ~i t h it a nd l eave 

it on the orpositc bank . H~ returns with th ~ boat , 

take s the l aor-ard Rnd f erries it acr oss . Ha r aturns 

with the ~oat and derosits it on th~ opposite bank . 
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Then he takes th~ swe~t r eed and f erries i t Ac r oss 

to the l eopa r d . H2 ret urns a l on0 to f etch the goctt . 

Tbey bot~ alight ~nth~ o rpos i te ba nk and go) . 

Q. Bahl~nkana ba bararo l e barwet sa na ba bona ba ba r aro 

ba eya l~nyalong . 9ahlankana ba boul el a , ha ho ya 

ratan~ ho bona ~ohlankana e ~on~ pel a morwetsana 

wa ha 2 . Ba fu~ana noka e t letse ,~~a ho ena l e 

seketswana s e l 3kancng batho ba babed i fee l a ka 

na ko . Ba ya tshe l r.1 jw;.n~? 

(Thr ee young me n and their ~i rl fr i Pnds go i ng to a 

weddin~ ; the youn~ men are jealous and none w~uld 

l ike to s ~e another youn~ man nGxt to h i s »i r l fr i ~nd . 

They find th2 r ivsr full , but ther e i s a l i ttl ~ boat 

su i table for two r eopl e onlv a t a ti"le . H0w will th~y 

cross ?) 

A. Ho kena ~ohlankana 12 ~orwet sana WA ha e , ba tsh ~l a . 

Ha b& fihla ka ~,se wan3 , mor~etsana o sala l ebo pong 

a 1 3 mon~ . ~fohl an~ana o a se so1<a , o kgutl2l a 

mor ao ho b3 ban~. P.a a fihla Moo , o a s e tlola , o 

ya ho bona . Ho kana bar wct sana ba babedi . 

Jase soka , ba tsh2l~la ho yane ya mose . Ba f i hl a 

ba se tlola , ba ema l e boT"On's . Sc nkwa k 2 !Tlor wetsana 

wa pel e , o a se soka , o kgutl 2l a bahl ankanen~. J 

f i hl a a s e t l ola , a 2ya e~a rel a ~ohl a nkana wa hae . 

Ho kena bahlanka na ba babedi , ba t shel e l a barwet sana~~ 

ba bona . Ho theoha a 1 2 mon~ f~ela , 3 ~on~ o sal a 

ho sona , o bi t sa wa hae . 0 a t l a , o a kena , ba 

bo el a mor ao . Jgwanana o fihla a t h~oha , a s a l a 

l ebopone; . nohl ankana ya l2bopong o s iya wa haa moo , 

o kena se~;~eng l e mohlankana ya fi hlan~. Sa se 

s oka , ba ya mohl ankancng yane ya emeng 1 ~ ~otho wa ~a~ 

~ose ho noka . Ba fihlo base tlola . 0 a nkuw3 
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ke ngwanana , o tshelela ho ba ba ni;; ka kwa n;,i . 0 fihl·, 

a sa tloln , a ema l ebopong . 0e nkuwa k : bona , ba 

tshelela bahlankanen~ ba bona . Ba fihla ba ~e tlol~ . 

Se nkuwa ke mohlankana ~o mor wetsana wa hae a set s2n~ 

ka kwana . 0 a se soka, o fihla a mo nka ba tshela 

mme ba eya lenyalong kaofela . 

(A young man and h i s ra r tner ~o in and cross . On 

r eachina the oprosite ba nk , the ~irl ~et s off and 

r emains ther e . Th,3 uoung m;:in r ~tur n s to the other s . 

He gets off , and t bc t·sJo girls get i n . They r ow 

it &cross t0 the gir l on the orrosite bank. Th ey 

ali~ht ; she gets on ano ~o=s to t he young men a l one . 

She gets off and stands n2Yt to her r a r tner . The 

other tw0 youn~ men ~et on , and cr oss t o t rei r ~irl 

fri ends . One gets off And jo i ns his partner on 

the b8nk ; t he othar one r o~ains on the bo3t a nd 

calls his pa r tner . Sh~ uats on 8nd t hev ~o back . 

The gir l gets off and joins the oth er g i r l on t he 

bank , while the youna ~an on the ba nk j oins the one 

on the boat . Th2v cross to that youn~ man who is 

standi ng with h i s fn r tner on the o~posi te ba nk . 

They both get off . The ~irl t akas it al one and cross _. 

t o the other girls . She ~Et s off and r e~ai ns on 

t he bank , They s t on and cr oss to t heir boy fri ends . 

They ~et off and the young ~an wrose gi r l fri end is 

left alone , jumps on a nd r ows across t 0 fetch her . 

They join the other s Rnd croceed to the wedding ) . 

THE ANSWER : 

The answer t o a riddl e ~ay a l so as sume various 

forms and shares . The var i ous possibilit i es her e a r e 

as fol l ows : 



(a} 

( b) 

( C) 
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I ~ay e one word onl , sual l y q no un . 

. ari c oto r,qro? 

s~i for ca r rying a c1 · 1ct on o e 's back t a s 

hree en s ? ) 

. Ts eha . 

(Shor rawers orn y Men. fr. stertri a ) . 

I a be 0 ords sn i nf initive l us a n obje c . 
Q. . ollo 0 u.a ha ak _ ·nk~ana ? 

(F · re ur s a a . 0 -nk ....,s !"la ' s ? ) 

• 'o SU a Ai i. 

(To s. ok e a r i e) 

I may :: o nouns joined he con j uct i ve 

fo r m ive l e . In suet cases •. e U :! S ion i s usu::il l 

desc r i ive o two hi n_s or r in~s in he lur~l . 

~ . Kgo . o e k t,~ na le na ane a y na ? 

(: cow d h q hies r e3' an is ba ck and its calf ?) 

. Lel ala l e shilo . 

(A r n in _ s ne Rnd ~ ~rin er ) . 

( . Fha e di a le a na? 

(Bedd i n . s~ins A e o e al len and br eadt ?) 

. Lehoct · mo l e l efats, c . (nea ~n a nd e r h ) . 

In hose nsta nc ~s wher e .e ue stion is _scr iv 

0 .ree . i .::- 5 ' he ans er consis s of hr ee noun . 

~- e 0 s eko i , n a e 0 CJ" o , a ~ bes o ba bararo ? 
".::, 

( .y 0 h r i s s a ed l i e a 0 e , f a er is r 0o ck _d; 

he ch i ldren of y .. a!"lil r e hr t:e . ) . 
F " sa , '"'1 0 wel~ la nao () a -,a r a r o a i sa . 

0 he han 1 e , a. v 2 hr ..: e e s of a ot ) . 
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As in (b} ?.nd ( c ) above , it may be two word s , but 

a noun ~nd its ouali~ic~tive . 

(A t All whit~ ~~n ?) 

A. Tsel8 ya b~cti . 

(A r oad for t-avcll:rs) . 

Alt ernativ ~ly , it ~ay be a noun and its auRlificativ 

predicata a:1d object . The r•-<itter n of th-~ F.1:1swer h.:: r e 

corresronds to tr~t of the ousstion . 

Q. S~hlnha sa nonyana se oka~~la bodiba? 

(The nest of~ bird overhRnqs an abyss?) 

(The udder of a cow ovs rh~n~s ~ milkin~ rail) . 

It nP. y be a noun follcnved 'by an ex r.:lanatory 

clause of a rArticiti~l nature , and wric~ further 

clarifies t~e answer . 

r , ,. . K'?;OfO tsa ntja tsii ? 

(The ribs of a do;; squ?-e'..c ? ) 

A. Lemati , ha le ki-1ala . 

(A door , ·.vhen it closes) . 

The ex~lanatory clause ~av also be infinitive , 

indicative oositiv~ or adverbial : 

( . M'llc , ntshware ke nye ? 

( Mother hold -~e that I ma v r elieve mvself ? ) 

A. Nko , ( ho 'Tiina) . 

( JI. nosa , t0 blow it) . 

c. Nonyana a siya:1g '.'13he e b-1l~h8 ? 

(A bird th1t l ":lflVes its ~e:i:;s and r uns away ? ) 

A. r-:os i , 0 siya mollo . 

( S'Tloke, it l eaves th e: fire) . 



3 . 3. 10 . (a) 

~ - Thota e shwesh~e e nngwe? 

(A wildern~ss with one flower?) 

A. :··r·1, k3 "'lokqubu . 

(The sto~ach , by tt~ naval) . 

I n all t~ese inst~nces , the noun or t~e first 

one where there are ~ore than on~, includin~ the 

infinitive , which serves as answer , i s in eff ect 

a corulative , b3 s ed on t: e Darticular noun or 

infinitive . The coPulative formative ke is 

deliber.g_talv omitted , but ,ay be r einstated at any 

ti~e , Cf . 3.0 . h . above . 

(b) Some riddl es l•Bve A.lt :rnative answer s to one 

and the same question . The corulative int ention 

still holds her e too . 

C ■ f huts8 l e har~ thota? 

(A p~'Tlpkin in t re nicd~e of the veld ?) 

A. Kg11edi , 'Tlokgubu . 

(A moon , a navel) . 

Q. lq r ?. ~~ re k 2 a kwalla , moloi a f eta? 

( ~o matt er how I tried to shut him out, the 

sorcer er went ~ast ?) 

A. ~eriti , tweba , m'Tlan~sane . 

(A s hadow, a , ouse , a bat) . 

{c) In some case~ , however, the alt ernative ~nswer 

l s cl early of r ecent origin as in : 

C. Ka r e ke jala t lhanyelo ya ka, ya 'T!ela thaben~? 

(I tried t o sow my s ?ed and it ~er~ina t ed on a 

mountain?) 
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A. Serhad i , s ethunya , ( :13duno ya nt ho tseo e 

utlwahala hole) . 

( A ·-,hi r , a ~un ; tr.e sounrl of those t h ino;s is 

audible f r o~ afar ) . 

(d) Lon~er an swers consisting of ~ore than one 

s s ntenc e are r a r e . It i s only in t re r r oble~ ty~~ 

of riddl e t rFt t the" abound . 

Q. Nt lathc a bina moholo a dut se ? 

( Atr: ethe danced 1 . .,rr il ~ t rc old one r e"'la i ned 

s eated? ) 

A , Sef r1te 1 ? rna kaJ.a a sisinv'11-!a , a t sokotseha , ath1e: 

k ut.u yo.u.a e ikemetse . 

( ':'he tr-::e and b r anches shake.. wher eas t.he stumr 

does not s rake) . 

CHAhACTEhISTICS OF RICDLZS 

~i ddl ~s can b~ hu~orous and a esthetically s _l f 

s uffici ent . 

~-"aqha ku a qaha na ka l ehaheng? ,. 

(Ol d ffid n qua rrelin::r in a cave ? ) 

A • r oan-.; e hadi ki l wen~ , (ho q~o:na) . 

(hoasted 11ea 1 i ~ s , t o exrl od e ) . 

c.. . Shweshwe tsa mohlaka 0 -noholo ? 

{Flowars of a big clust er of r eeds? ) 

A . Dinal edi. ( The stars ) . 

(b) The y a r e also characte r ised by a r hyth~ic 

pa tt ern of c0ntrastin ~ ideas and concent s , based 

on a unifor m ~attern of syllable s . Th i s i s 

esre c iAl l y th 2 case wi tr t he questi on rart of th ~ 

riddl e , c=i l t hou~h the ans"ler '18" occasiona 11,, b e 

s ubj ect t o it t oo . 
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w-:y?) 

(S llable ti · .::rn : 2 . 2 . 2 · 2 . 2 . 2 . ) . 

f.. • 'o o i. (A wae.;on) . 

Sehl hl? Sa no ya,13 Sc oka l\2 l.; b di b. ·) , . 
( he nas of a ird an . nv~r An a ss ? ) 

( T: S: 1dd ':! r of a cow .:in s ov~ c milk in pa 11) • 

-; .O-= in as kin.., h 1 

c ~s ion ri:- oc assio al y , in · nsvr 3r i, .. f i t . 

V ..?S . a so 

i l l us es he ,.. , . fl 11 ~- is~ ... h 2 s .•mi:: of th~m .ave , 

arts of s ,e2 ch t l c 

Th s i n bo t 1 ~h3 quGsti on 8 d answ~r, 

,,...,11· rl· f'~ ... 1.·,. 
... "l ..,__ - --- l• , - ' .:.ts own 

rredic te o~d i: cwn o_je c _ . T~."' d?. t: . of t. ·. abyss 

11ilkine_; t' · 1 0v ~r w! i('h 

Anot 3r c a rac crist·c i s .__, of brt:V :i. " and word-

econo y , .us o id 20 o e ,, ay c ?nstitu a a \V. ole 

r idd 2 . 

• r:.a ' 
{O qui klv b it. inc- , q· i ck , isar ca rin ., ?) 

A. Letsee s e . l aa) . 

C osel allie o t,is , i s 

or e le(Tra .ic for s , · •h ic .. r _ s 

C. s : 

us~ of ab r Pviat e 

in om und for ~s 
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Q. : .aj•,c, .- . - mabedi. , :nabe sah l s:: ? 

(To lit le sto rrnB , t .. -2 fg r th r r:,wer s ? ) 

. '·ahl o . 

In h · s co ntL c ' ·t ~a be m~ n i onJd ha i n her 

a r le J t riddl s , a nd ~ wb · c~ ~r a t e f ul 

a cknowlr:dE;e":'len 
1 

ri s sect i on , Mis s Bei:u ch t 

qi es ~c abo ~ r iddl e 3~ : 

... " . ~ , h ,. ~J o · , MP e sa - le . 

ha usua ve r sion i~ ~ .su ol~nd and t he i r ee Sta t e , 

h wev 1::: r , i. r . V en ab O e , ·'h i Cr i S t h iJ Sa r.1 e a S ~a t 

i 

r 

)0 nention 

L e_, a r e ;; so cha .sc ter i s ed e us s of d i~ i nu i e 

. I 1 3 , 1 :3 m'TIB o a -, o ? 

. Le i lo la n l e . 

( he ey2 of· needle) . 

The subjec . a 1, b.::, in __ fi rs r s on , i h t . J 

erso s bj e c ncord ar-r c:?. ; ., in i s nast f or :n . 

Ka ja oko l a , .::, s .olla r of o ? 

( I a t e h ... ~-= And hrc·• OU l--.::, .. ... '18al ? ) 

-ohodu , ( ho jew on .:l , 0 l ahlwa moswa ng ) . 

(Trip 
' 

it is ea e n , t r-e C r;ie i s t r o n away) • 

UMb ~r of hem a~ cra r a c er i s ed b t e us e of 

e r . of r s a on i e '' my -,o ~r ,: 
. ' :, our , o h~r , ;, 

in Ji ir oue s i,..., n a r • :..,;.er. e r :-is , ho· :cv J r, do no 

r e c=i 1 efer t o ac ual r s l vt io. s , b ar - mer ely 

c ··· r I "' V 1 16 ,J.:.L, . ..-. , 0 . , Be~u ch I' B1i.1 TU , rt it .. I 
957, .143. 

"" · Ss_oe e : . .n • -L~: . 5 • 
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onven ona _ ~d ~r 2 c-lculat ed t o a~use . 

O!!'l. • a boh;3d i ba mmao ? 

( Th.- co· 'J y ur "1• 2r 1 s lobola ? ) 

,.. , .t,L (A lous~) . 

I ~ay r el i eve mys elf?) 

• t ko { ho , i . a) . 

(A nos e ') blow it . 

A 2.r~ e umb 3r o: r idd l es c Jntains ar chaic and 

obsolet 0 ·.vo rds . 

0 . L2s9 o l a .m_rika a? 

A . Le· gllo . (,. l?. J:-:) . 

_, t he r ·•ords li e is a r e soo ~o , l a R~ e , moollo : 

Kw n l e . 

in r e s 0n - d9~• 1 1 :;ur '-:; . hus the ord thata 

s r en •t'h \: .. ch is til l used wi r. t .is ea 

in Ts vans , a r33.r '3 c::: a oun in t te riddle : 

r . Seo h• na sa L::::n an!:! k2 

( A ,10 r rm· ) d - c osure , 

s r en h ? ) 

J.. . 1 enc . (T~e .) . 

e e k ,_ kgantsha t 

s and , r elyin. on 

in g 

qt ~? 

In r e en - da ou hr rn So .l.o , .ata is a 

r ela ~V e stem rs in : 

1 • o e t .a a . 

(A ha r or di f u h in_ ) • 
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( c) Soi,~ con :3 i w r d~ of rl!!U i ori~in : 

(n irl ·,rho ,iiV "' S or usl y ? ) 

k • Fi ~a , (ra e ~la) . 

0 on t 2 b ) . 

Th~ no n is ro ~uni intomb t , whil e 

he verb s 8 r aoa · s fro . - ha ca . C • L ep~ 1 rn 

( a bhac .t) , f r ' Bhaca . .no her or · lik~ this is 

tl anyelo fro r' un · · nhl~ nyelo , ( s eed ) . e 

resen - d y s ho ,, rd for hi s is _:L , 

( d ) S · :nil:1rl y , he -. clr~ , n1 , b 0 r of ri ddl e s h~ 

J . 5.1 3. (a ) 

con ~in wor so for ~ · r ~ in , r edo~i ~antly 

from~ ri aans , ex ressin~ r de scri in~ a r ~cl ~s 

ere unknown , re rlaso ho . Cf . stori~s of 

cent ori in , 2. 4 . 

~- . 
? --2,_.Q morung 0 . o s .o 

s, ,'V i a black r- r e .... ? ) ~ 

Seker e hc1 e ku -rio r r i. 

(Sc i ssor s when i t cu s rair ) . 

0 er words like es~ c1 r c s ekel e , l evenkel e , 

di abore malasel api , f r om 

hawer lnsl~ , r ~. r ectivel . 

ri kaa ns s ekel , win .el , 

er e i s also 

tale r af i f ro~ 3n~l i sh r arh . 

In heir r n e c:!nd sco ~,outh ern So ho .e ' 
ri dl es cov e r he en i r e CO'.TJ. •• un i and its 

cus ons . T.~y :-riirro r i i vi i JS , i s rn:::it ""r i 1 
s C C 
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culture , ?. S w8ll qs its 1bstract id ea s . The y r efl 2ct 

the basic natur a of tha 2~sot bo , si~rl a , unaffected 

and with a k :;en s s ns :) of ~u:-,-•ou r , for R ?,;o sotho will 

l a ugh ev en under t he most tr~gic circumstanc es . To 

him , "Lefu l eholJ ke ditsheho , 1 (Laught e r is ~r ea t e r 

t ~~ n d~ath) , 3 sayin~ th8t is oer haDs best expr essed 

by the wr:, rds : 

110h ! d eat h wh· r t:: is t t ? stine;? 

Oh ! g;r ~vc wher e is t.r,y victor y ?'7 

Th .: :·:osotho ' s ?.ccur9tc obs ~rv ~tions 0 1 •.-:h2t othe r poopl ~ 

do and s~y , r esults in ~ hu~or ous rre s entRtion of th 9ir 

foibl 3s 3nd ma nn =r i s~s : 

( . Menna eo e r an~ ha a lwanij q la~lc ~el amu? 

( A man who , on fie:htin..,. , trr~),1S 3·•:ay his sticks ? ) 

A . Sefi s a l e j we ; so 12.hla d i hc0ke . 

(A stone trar throws of~ its surcorts) . 

C . fon11"¾ eo e r e ng h~ 2 t shwn r wq hlohong a bokolle ? 

(A ~an wto , on be ing helc on th~ head , cries aloud?) . 

A . fhnlo , (hn ~ f1la) . 

(An adz2 , wh(..n it scr·1res) . 

¼• Tata l n Ra u~~u iu ? 

(The .kaross of na uduudu , i . e . fath er of a mi x ed 

bag?) 

A. Lef if i. ( Dar kne ss ) . 

(b) Pl~nt s ~nd anim~ls , ctS well ~ s their ch3ract erist ics 1 

have e iven rise to sona of t he ~ost bJa utiful r iddles 

in thi s l a nguAge . Thus t he rurnpkin , wh ich normally 

r equires much g r ound in which to str etch itself befor e 

bearin~ qny fruit, is the answer to tt ~ r iddl e : 
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C. Th?.nkgn - t r.~nkg~ k2 ya tsw3lll kae? 

(Bi g , big thing , wh2r~ shall I bring forth my off 

spring?) 

A . ':okoru . ( A rum pk in ) . 

ThJ tradition~l lov~ of 1 Mosot ho fo r his cnttl e , 

his f avourite bull or ox , is somethin~ th~t is well 

kno•,m . They qre also r efl ~cted in his riddles : 

r . ~oho ya lla kgomon~ ts, aapomP~ , ya r 1 Rapomra o 

shwel e? 

(A bull loN2d aMon~ th ~ cattle of rtapomra , and s,id 

rt~pompa is daad ?) 

A. fha lo , (ho f::ila) . 

(An adz 2, to scrap6/scratch) . 

~vcn tte ?ct of slaughter~n~ an animal such PS n 

sheeD, h~s giv 3n rise to ~ riddl e : 

Q. L3 r e tuk P. 13 r e nyedi , lD rutB nku mok~wabo? 

(It fl a shad ~nd flashed , ~nd t1uaht a sheep wh 2r e 

CP.ttle drink?) 

A. Thir0 , (ha ho hlajwa nku ) . 

(~ knife, on sl3ught 2r i ng a sheep) . 

So~e riddles r efloct th2 attitude of the Sotho 

towar ds their non- Sotho neighbours , pe.rticulqrly the 

Bushmen . For some r ·. ·rnon or another tre t endency was 

to ridicule them , men and wo~en al ike . 

c;, . !fosadi wa Nor w-9 , malas.elApi ? 

(A Bushwoman , joined ra2:s ?) 

A. Kgudu , (mm€l e wa yona ekn malaPi a hlahlamanang) . 

(A tortoise ; its body is lik3 r ags pil8d on top of 



( d ) 

( e) 

on ~ nnothar ) . ~f . th~ ~~titud 2 of t~ c oth3r Animals 

tow?. r ds t h6 tortoise in 2 . 2 . 14 . qb ov J . 

~ . M::.ti l 1 kw~11n B1r1,,r:=rn, l{--. tlung ? 

(Th 2 door shut th ~ littl e 5 ushrnen in the house? ) 

A , Lef ifi . (Dri rkn ess) . 

Such --.n 1tt i tud ~ of ~i nd, however , usu~l ly has a 

boo~er ~ng effe ct . This is cl ~qrlv r efl ec t ed in tr e 

followin"" riddl e , whos :; unknown author must ha ve been 

~ non- C~tholic , who wa nt ed to h1 vc a dig gt rtoman 

C~tholics in B1sutoland : 

C. . K~ r ~ k~ t inkctsa ke tink2ts~, kq m~ ka l A hare n 1 

mod imo wn 11.om.l o k :;n s 1 ,-. kP. e ? 

(No ~~tter h~w st r on~ly I tied , I coul d not d iscover 

wher e tr c P-od of tr •J nomP ns cFim .: i n ? ) 

A. Tshu~~, ( 3 j ~ ~qbale s esiung) . 

(W~Jvil , it a~ts co r n in t ~e Fr Ein ba sket } . 

This riddl a i s fometines quoted with For a in pl~ca 

of 1tom~ , in which c9s-e r e f erenc '.~ is to th3 f qris 

Lv~ngelica l ~issionRry Soci~ty in dqsuto l and . Thus the 

ridicul e to which the Bushmen we r s subjected , i ~ now 

embitt ering r e l ations q~ong th ~ ~otho t tems elve s . 

Sotho custo~s qnd th~ bir ds of Basutoland , have 

3lso ~i ven ri s e to--. va r i ety of riddl~s in South~rn 

Sotho . The secr et,ry - b ird witb its lon~ f eath .rs on 

the head , bending b~ckward qnd for·qar d as it t r ots along , 

is d8nict ed in the riddle : 

( . Se j ~r e ~ohl~kR , s c R ~ba- cba? 

( I t is c~rrying r ~ed s , And it swings , swi ngs?) 

A . Mm~molqngwqn J , (masiba a yona hl ohong) . 

(Thcl secr~t ary - bird , its f ~R th .rs ~n the head) . 
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Some of vhc divining bone s h:.1 vc nRme s such s 

a h,qd i and fhal~fal • ef re h~_, a r e SC tt er ed 

on t ::,round r d ivinin ur oses , i is cus tom r y 

f r he divin er r • :.3 - 0 swee a pa tch t her 

wi h his hand . From his co -: S he r ' ddl e : 

~. Fiela - fiel3 , L kok R ts·a l e ? 

( Swee , swee . , h;, Koko . a: bring forth his hild ? ) 

it ol?. , (di a fi al l a) . 

Divini ng bone s · one swee s f or t hem) . 

CL 

. 14~ T e most effe i ve r:iet od 0 l a ssifyi riddl es 

. 
~~ 
o.J • 

L . 

G. 

Sc 

Gr a 

in B~ ntu , i ~ 
::} devised b Sch~ er ~ 1 for K atla 

riddl es . H3 cl.ssifies the"'l ~cc r d i e; to t he eontent 

of h nswer whic h is e s or es ar t of most 

riddl es . 1it '.!l inor varia ons hi cl ssificnt·on 

h, s bee n n 0 t ed by various r i a r s on B3 tu rid l es . 

y h?S used it 0 1-:0St'; of ya nja , 2 arries for r 

ose of Il,wer 3 , J and For une for ho se of Zezur u a nd 

Kala n 4 j i h mino r 1dditions , we s a 1 al so us e 

it her e for t hose of Sout er n ~ 10 , g ·ving 

r e. r es ent t ive cx, m l es under ea c hea di g . 

(a ) ATURAL 

Q. Tsee , tsee , ,. eutlwen ? 

(Of jum i n , j u in in horns?) 

er a : ATL R.I DDLl S ND iiEI S I G IFIC CE, 
s udi es, 6, 3' 1932. 

Bantu 

. Some ttiddles of he Rnja eo ntu studie s , . e ' 13, 4 , 1939 . 
Ha rr ies : So e iddle s of he .~were=~ Feo l e , frican 0tudies , 

6, 1 , 1947 . 
Fort ne : ' me Ze• t...r·~ and iddl es, 0 AD 27, 1950 . A r1 n :i ' 
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s.__ f3.ko , (h 'l s~ t o - tlo 

J,. ki i n h t:idd e or' t!'ld v2 . ) 

( rr-..1.h.:> mo n - O, ' 

• • -a o la ID:)O , mr o o k 1 2 ? 

'fo. (mo o i ·11 yo a) . 

( river, i s sou rc ~) . 

• Th nkga- h:3.n k8 y tsw 11 ~ e? 

( ig bi ~ bin wh~re sh I brinv fo r th □y c hil . ., \ 
. I 

A • ,~o ko pu . ( umpkin) . 

. -a o e ~--OrNa t jc2 , n .Jtsi o a nk ka? 

you ~ d w t2r r o: . 

Leh pu, (bo ~u cd b- l ... t11 u - c;a si lona) . 

(1) nsec t s: 

( 2) 

, pote? 

( 0 f -i u i C kly b i i 1 ::> ' u i 

. Lctsaetsc . ( fl~ ) . 

(: . o t! 1 S Chi 1 C O S . U mi 

. ~ikokobe , ( 1 tswa h· r~ la ) . 

ts, .cy c o~~ u i 

s: 

• ... 1Ir 0'1j !'le , :;'O SW ? 

orrcn i 1 r ins .) 

( ha i t t .:; ~ o e of b c na s co .. er fro .. h 2 

rc~d s?) 
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• KJ. ts2 . ( ) . 

d -- tc v l:!O I (. Sd j t: ' e ? 

( c 0 Ei tra~ is ,.. I:} i ?) 

. .. tj . ( . do g) . 

( 3 c:i s: 

• ~os d i w '. or a m- acl~p · ? 

( BushNo .3.n, oi n....: - ~gs ? ) 

h ahlaman - ) . 

( or ois.a . I s body i ? ika ra.:::,s piled on top 

of one -"Cl he r ) . 

(It is car in re ~ s , ~ 

ngw~ne , ( dsiba a yona h lohong) . 

( _ s~cret~ J - bird) i ts ~e hes on thv heed ) . 

(4) i es: 

e ko ko to 1 n tja y a on ke du a , ke a fe rch a ~ ' .) 
! 

( big n thin 0.:::,' s :l. cur yself ?) 

. , oha . (_ s ke) . 

. ,.on'l y · fa 0 3. O' ,J. ka a .o le nako ? ::, 

(,1. man ~ho Ch '.3. O s colour from ti u to til!"e ?) 

Le7p· j . ( ch melaon) . 

( ) FOOD s s 

B rw · ba bana ks la ahen ? 

(3ush en u rre i ::> i ::.L C 3. V8 ? ) 

ii. . Jw lJ.' (h bo bela) 

(Beer , when i is fer. nti g) • 

b · k 1 dile ? 

( i le old ma wi h c1 C ear f1.ce . ) 

e esc , (bos eu b 0 a) . 

C.i its i e nessJ . 
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Q. Dioa bo botala kgorong y3 Bakgothu? 

(A g re~n pool at tre gqte of Bottcntots ?) 

11.. :I lay .=l . ( ·lh ey) . 

. Baloi ba bina ka lehahang ? 

(Sorcerers singing it: a c ave ?) 

A . Dikgobe , (ha di kaba- kaba) . 

(Boiled gr~ins of ~e~lie s , boiling) . 

( e) THE HUI'fiAN BODY 

Q. :.ohlanhana y'3. dulan~ lah?.heng ? 

(~ young man who livas in a cave? ) 

A . Le leme . ( Toa tongue) . 

~ . Lehah~n~ la R~letswai 9 

(The little c~va of naletsw~i , i . e . father of s ~lt ? , 

A. Le nala . (h n~il) . 

Lme , ntshwar~ ke nye 9 

(:.:other , hold me th i t I rr,.ay relieve myself? ) 

A. :lko . (.M. nose) . 

( f) oor,:::s TIC 11 FZ 

1.-l . Sefa te se dulwang ke nonyana tsohle ? 

( .A trae on whi~h "lll birus sit ?) 

A. r~o rena , ( k e wa tohle ) . 

(A chief; he is fer all) . 

"" . Setoto sa tl.:11:1 ntlo ? 

(E0er i n prep::1r~ tion filled the house 

A. : .. or3.ha k:i. s~keng . 

(Li~uid kraal - dung i~ a cattle- kraal) . 

~ - Se monate se mari baneng? 

(Tbe pleasant one i n e~pty places?) 

A . "boroko . (Slaep) 

?) 
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(g) UTENS I LS AND OTI{Gn OBJECTS . 

~ - Thope a paqang h3holo ? 

( A g irl who ji va s vigorously ? ) 

A. Fitsa, (hJ. a bela) . 

(A pot on the boil) . 

-.l . I(onna y3. tsohelang lekgalong? 

(.t1. man •Jho , on getting up , .goes t o 3. mountai n 

pass ? ) 

A . i.oq_g. t o . 

(A join~ of the st2rtriem>. 

Q . r:onna ~o ereng ha a qeta ho j?. a r e xa ? 

(A :::.1n ·,vho on f inishing to eat s3.Ys x ?) 

.rt . Thipa, (ha a kop2tswa ) . 

(~ ~nife on baing close d) . 

( h ) Tti3 'i/HI :rz :r.:,;,N ' S CUL ru:R3 

Q. Saga morung o Botsho ~ 

(~ saw in a black fore s t ? ) 

(A p3.ir of scissors cutting hair) . 

~ - Bahl~nlw.n1 b~ kola- tshweu ba ent seng mokoloko? 

(Young m3n with white cockades in a row? ) 

A. rdlegr afi , (difate tsa yona) . 

(relcgraph poles) . 

RECENT RI DDLl:S : 

As in the c1se of stori~s, ther e a r a r iddle s of 

recent origin i~ Southern Sotho . Thosz th~t th~ pr esdnt 

writer has collected, arc co'!llil'lonly heard in t he Roma 

valley of ~3sutol~nd . Th~y arc ~11 attr ibut a d t o an 

old woman nicknamed Lt1adilotho , ( -rhe e1other of riddl es) . 
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In f o , , hey ar e simila r t o he old ones; in cont en , 

however , t ey ar e modern in ha t t e refer t a modern things 

and nee s . 
t rticul arly t hose of a Christian nature . Some 

of hem Jre ddressed t o h "gh r an' in of icials of the rlomnn 

Catholic Churc. in _dasu ol,md , of which :madilotho is a 

member . The ·ncl si on of he na es of such offic i 31 S is 

calcula ted ~ tease and a use . . nd er e we have additional 

ex ~n?. in as to the us e of erms of r el a i ons in a simila r 

context in t he old riddles . 

Her riddl es re divisible into two yes . First, t her e 

r e tho s e th 3 
I r e urely seculR r, so e of i hare modifi -

cations and/or ado tat ions o f he ol ones, including the 
2, 

r oble y e . Seco ndly, er e aro he r el' ious ones . These 

a r e lon 

im era 

( a ) 

i n form , and a sound knowl edge of e Se ri ur e~ is 

ive or at.t e t ,::,t unravell in tre . . 

SECUL 

Q. fi.ona Basotho r e 1 hl f a tshe , 1 akgowa wona a phu 

e Ba s otho thr w (i ) do 
' 

bu e Zuro eans 

f o ld i t up?) 

amin::i , kgow 3 a hu he:: a a saka uku) . 

(M cus · "" uro ea ns fo d i wit - a handkerc i e f . 

frikaa ns S3kdoe k ) . 

Q. Ulo na ya hla SRng tsat si lohle ? 

ma w o vomits all day lon ? ) 

A , erene , ha ba ho 3 ntse ba e l o a . 

(The r a in, a s eo le ke e on de raining) . 

( . shimo ya ka eo ke e le an ka a soho, ha 

dijo sa yona di butswi se , e · kotula Ka 
ahlo ? 

( ,y fi e l d wh · c I lou wi ' h nds; when 

i 5 er a s r e ri e , I ha rv es with y 

eyes) . 

he l:.: 



( b) 

Cf : 

Len olo , (ke le ngotse ka atso o , ha ke qeti l e 

ke l e bala ka m hlo} . 

le ter · I wrote it w y _::ind and on finis in:.., 

I re3 it wi h my eye s) . 

I ONS: 

t ate 1-a senya ha a tshwar a hlo on o a bokolla? 

(Nr . aseny cries lou on ein held on t he he d ?) 

hAlo , (ha e f ala kobo ya kgomo) . 

(rtn ad ze, when sc r a i ng a hide o ake a skin bl a k? ). 

Q. Menna eo eren ha tshwarwa l oho a bokol le ? 

• 

Q. 

(A an who cries aloud on eing held on the head?) 

halo , (ha e fal ) . 

(An adze , wh en it scra es) . 

kgono maforomonyana ya dinyao le eng? 

( Grqnny imaforomonyan. , with t · ttoo ma r ks even on 

hers omach ?) 

Sesiu . (~ grain asket) . 

Cf : 

C, osa i ya din o le m eng? 

C 

., . 

• 

(~ wo an wi h a ttoo marks ev~n on er stomach?) 

S s · u . ( r1. r ain bas et) • 

i-:ab el e eso tle s en lel a ? 

(Our corn tha fills the la pa ? ) 

Dinaledi . e s ar s) . 

Shweshwe ts mohlaka o moholo? 

( Flowers of a bi clus er of r eeds ? ) 

Dinaledi . ( The sta r s) . 

In OS of ese exam l es , a ilo hos wo r kmanshi p is 

quite clear . 'her e he old r iddl e s 2aks of a . an , mo nna , 

s he us s a le er , ntate , followed ya rope r nae . 

r es of he old riddle is r e a ined . Conversely wher e t he ola 

r iddle r efers o a wo an , mosadi , s e a kes her an old w0 an , 
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nkgono, f ol l owed by a r oper name ; 3nd wh er e t he old 

r idd e has a poss es siv e qualifi c t iv e , s he substitutes 

her own , t o qual i f her subst~ntive , a s in the l 3st 

ex1m l e . Thi s echa ni sm she fol lows consist ntl y , even 

·n her roble□ ty .e of r iddl e . 

PROBLE TYPE 

t a e Jer emea o ya Ra _ol eboya ho l a t ~ podi ya hae • 

kgono a mo f a l etsepa . . ~ ~ f ihl a Leqhid i l e , 3 

kgahlwa ke nkwe ya nta t e Fenane . Ba buisana , ba dum~

ll ana . Yaba o a tsamaya . Ha a fihl a a kga l eng , a 

f umana e tl etse . J wa l e seke e s e l ekane yena le oofol 0 

e le nngwe . kwe e ja podi ; podi e ja letse a . J w3l e 

am ka l a na o tla etsa jwang ? ema l e monna wa 

a t eneng; a fuma na olane . 

( 1r . J er emi ah goes t o apol eboya t o f etch hi s goa t . 

r nny gave h i m t he plume a nd ea r of sweet r eed . 

hen he came to Leqhidil e , e w s a tracted by 

• enane ' s l ea a rd . hey t alked and r ea ched an 

agr ee ent . He l eft . When he ca e o the river 

akga l en h v fo und it fu l l . 0 he boa t is 

sui bl e fo r him and one anima l only . The l eopar d 

eats t he oa th goat ea ts the sweet r eed . He 

wa s uz zl ed wh t to do . 

nd he found a plan) . 

e wa s a t his wits' end ; 

A. A nka odi , a e beha . kgutl a a ys nka nkwe . 

fihla a e beha , a kgutl l e podi . e beha , a 

nka l etse pa , a l e beha ka ho nkwe . ya nka podi , 

y ba o a tsamAya ho ya hae , a ho on . 

( He took he oat a cr oss and l eft it ther e ; came 

back, too k the l eo ar d a cross , and came back with 

the goat . He dr o ped i t , ook the sweet r eed , a nd 

fe r r i ed it acr oss t o ha l eo ard . Then he f etched 
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the o t , and went hoe to ·a ho o ) . Cf . t he first 

exampl9 nder 3 . 2. . ove . 

There is interes n one ::i t s e g iv e s , involv in 

1n <1nd his mo er - in - l Aw. I se s be her 0 

inven ion , wi no counter - ar in e old ty e of l en0 thy 

riddl es . The oss ibility of its being an <:l d &ptation, 

however, c nnot e rul ed o ~r ic arly in view of 

he 

Q. 

. 

numero s 3d a t n i ons ill s r ed abov e . 

K1 yq 3 s en l e monna a ka 1 2 .e . f ana 

Kor oko r o e l etse . Ha re et .'.1 ho ken3, ya r e nka 

le e . Jwale onna wa a 0 la hal ela ang ? 

( I went to Ma si en wi h y husb :'.3nd and , y mothe r . 

,e found he riv er Korokoro f ull . f er goin in, 

it swe t us 0 f with my 0 he . 0'1 , whi ch one 

wi 1 my usb ·=rnd r e scue?) 

0 i e . hall 1~ n. a , a l ohela e , hoba mm e a ke 

ke etsa n wa na W?. :-ie e mo ona . . e latilwe hor 

e tlo tisa motse l e n w n . 

e r escued e an left y . o er, bee us e y 

ot er c nnot bea r im , Al e c ild , i . e . a son . 

I w s f 0 tched , i . e . marri ed , in order to come 

and increa se t he fa ily wi 

of e Ar icul ar f i y) . 

IOUS TYE 

y usb ;md - child 

I sin er estin0 to no e her e ha t e one r iddl e 

dd r essed o he he d of the o an Ct olic Church in 

BAs oland , who is a Mo sotho , n meJy , is Gr ce , 

re is o aba h 1 ana, O . .. - · !3S O r eli '::, ious si nificanc • 

a t all . Ont e contr ry, i s eems O be 3n d ap tion of 



1 

he u 

0 

o e : 

orous ri ddl ::; iven und er 3 . ( C} abov e : 

e !'J!l.S - h· an::1 , . lomao 0 n,2 3 2 Mon~ . 0 it se 0 

dumele 0 s e a bil e a S:"lrnB il~ . Y-: .., 
0 a 0 r ata , em r ,. 

en h.:i 0 mo rq e ? 

( Fa her l _"J1a .g h -va A ' your nc a ••~S here . He r ee .s yo1 

a nd has :1lre :1d l eft . He li es 0 
' 

bu you do not li l-: 0 

hi ? } 

Le s ee s e · a motho a isa l e soho , k~ale l e il e . 

( f ea · w en on e r ises h - i is :,on e a lreRdy) . 

a er Gr av el , l however , s e 3 dr esses ur ely r e ligiou .., 

a e Karaf el e , n e o o fil e k 0 0 o se SUFil en 

o hame tse tshe l e s en~ k8 oo o r a n ?. bosu a o e 

ele k melon ya yona . a o a s l ebe s e 1 yo 

wale j a n3 ho ko na l e w na ~ kga l e? 

(FR her r vel , my f1 he r has ~ i en you s even cows . ~ 

s id ou ay milk six f e a s yo ~l ea s e ; bu t he 

seventh you ust milk in o its on ilkin pail . Sho ld 

ou t a ke some of i s ~ilk and use i he will never 

agr ee i h you?) 

e Modimo o itse ke s ebe s e ka ~a s ~tsi a tshel etseng 

feela ; l a bosupa ke l a hqe qha l 

(God he f a t er s aid Is oul 

he seventh is his . lone) . 

ork f r six days only ; 

Q. ho eo re e bonang ka mehl , ro 8 afo 1~ maren , 

One of 
in Ba s 

e. a ntate od imo y nn h e so e b e m, e h a s a tl c 

e ts e a l e kgal e . 

fe e ? 

sej -va ke ro ibo uwa t sa hae 

tin a we s ee ev er ay , we c . oner and chi efs 

he s enior m~ ber s of 
olAnd . 

he Obl - es of nr I cul t e 
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u ich ..,o ~s nev r s een , i . e . ex eri enc ed , nnd 

wil l never ex eri~nce . I is ex erienc e by us 

3l o e Hi s cr e~t ur es) . 

. Ronn baf o r e 1 jhake l nnr l e 3r e.J ~ jhaKel~na . Ba 

ke eso u 1 we ho r e ·•·~od i rno o k · 1 --:: _:, jha kela Mod· mo e 

rnong , m e n ho : j w l o h ~ - s ~ 13 ba t n hoban e 

( ·e commoners exc ::m e v · sits :1 nd s o do chiefs , I 

h,w e no he3 r i s q · ct ;, Go ever v·sited ~not er 

od ; . nd <1 in lik2 h ..., wi l nev~r occur , because 

he r is onl one od) . 

. Bi 13 l e a he l ~ l e mofu 0 '.1 el '1 . H.q r e ne r e 

s bisits e hor e 'llOf 0 sh•ve e r e fuma n:=i nts e 

he l .q , l e l eb i l c1 l e nts s l e !-!e l~ 13 ha e ·? 

( he rav e · s alive nd e decea s ed is aliv e . 

"Nher ea s we had een infor'Tie h.::-. :t: .::; deceased was 

dead we foun h' m 1liv3 '1 d \.- . . 1s r -9 ve also Alive?) 

• Jon.3. s e Fl a kwen s we ke hl 1 i · a du - i L SiU a m3rar o 

e matsa si q . a r 8. ro , Y3 mo 1 s ~ : a S3 si lA bos u 

a n se he l .:=i , 1 3 yona e n s e ,:, l e me sin u hel ~. 

ct h.1 0 y "i if~ ho yr .. r ut ~ r.;v1n edi. 

(Jon;:3s wh en he W' S swnllowe a fis . He s ent 

hr ee d ys an thr ee ni h s i i s s 0 q h a d it 

vomi t ed him on he s _ve t ct~ s · 11 3live . I was 

al so alive in a er . e r a .' i ni eh to re d 

t e OS el) . 

ever one. ay f eel c=ibou s e ri l e s one in 

a 

ca o be is u ed : ' a ilot} o s knowl ed e of he scri tures 

~nd her ~bili y to bre~ the a So o a .os h r e into them . This 

no ledge , she owe s t o er om n Cn holi c ea chers w o , in 
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con junction with , o&e of o ~r r ~l i gi ous denomin~tions, 

ave don e yeo . ~n s erv ce in the u l ift ent of the 

So hos iritu~ _ly on m~teriRllJ . Would that this 

coul 8l~a •s ~ r eme mb er ed ·nth s e stormy days of 

r ?. rid changes for, Blthou _h his or is a record of 

ch::n __ ,e , · t is -=i l so r ecord of i n , changeless 

the tru And th e truth i s tat we owe t he a real 

debt of ~ra titude . 

l hou h r iddl?. s ar ~ ess ~ntial l y hu~or ous and are 

.e1nt to t ease · nd amus e , they nev r theless contain 

a r?in o tru h . his is embod ' ed int _ question 

art f th.:? ridd ..:: . 'T'h':'-~' o '1 '2! he· r i ,in t o a 

hor ough ob s er v~ on of m~n , 3ni md s a~d t hJ rhysical 

worl a ound t hem. In some case , t e r efl ect the 

attitud 3 of the Sotho t') t hei r non- So .o neighbours. 

a an swer t o most riddles i s s.ort, and the i r 

cl assification i s ba sed on it . T ey a r e characterised 

y nu bcr of fe~ ur es, i ncluding . our, brev ity and 

word- econo 
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CHAFTSR IV 

:tiA.ELE : (l-.n., V2RBS 11.NiJ 1:., iJMS) 

I NTrt8DUCTI01'[ : 

In South0rn Sot~o , 1 rr~ver b is cel led leel e , with 

pref er c:.nce f0r the plur .1 form , w::..th the r esul t tri1 t i !: 

r en~ •. . . . . . , 11 i . € . :-r0vcrbs ·v1 ic',. S8V ••••• • , •md s8ldo'i , 

1Leel a la ren~ ..... , " ~ rr-v1r b ~t i ch s ays .. •. .. 

r1.fr i c.:=i . , pr ov -2rb i s ~ pithy s,:mts11cc with a g3ner F.i 

bc!:!rin g -:in 1 i f E. . It serves t :- •=Xpr ess '' S 'Jme ho:11aly truth ' 

or morql l esson in such an appr ~rriqt e m2nn3r a s t~ 

make o ne f Pal that n~ better w~rds coul d h~ ve been us~d 

d~stil led and collecti vr ~xp,ri~3CJ oft' e co~□unity ~n 

suet s itu,ti 0ns . Individuqlly ~nd ~s ~ gr oup, th~y h~v2 

ccr t.qin basic cr:--r1ctt:ri s t: ics t!i t r un t hr o ugh t h al'!1 all . 

ThtSE m3y be l i st3d ~s fol l ows :-

(n ) ~hey ~:1 h8VG & fixed ~nc rigid form t o 

whi ch t.hcv '"!dhcr .., :::t ~ 11 ti"TI:s 3nd 1,1h i ch i s 

not ch"ngcqbl e . a,,.-

(b) Sor"l-:. ·. r e cid-ctic ,,nd t~·c:; l esson b y 

expr essing r:. mo r ~l or r,10r..:i l id2~Jl which is 

not r1rt icuL,r ly difficult of a t t,i in_.112nt but 

wtich ::.. s r ntr.2r ~ sum'iing up of everyda y 

cx rer isncc in ~ett i n~ on i n the wor l d ~sit is . '::, ;., 

( c ) Ot her s 1r o l'.'r-ct ical in s.:.o-·1ifi,c1ncc , a nd suo;e-ast 

q co~r sc of ~ction tot: f0l lowFd i n a given 
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situatio . I~ s0 .e c1ses bay may be s . i d t~ ~s 

~ ju ,en on?. r~ r icul 1r s · uatiJ . 

The a r e figunn. ive a i ,lo vqrious struc urnl 

f or s such ns c n r . st 3nd ,ar ~ lelism , rhyth and 

llit er ion , a s ell ~s b~lance . 

(e) For he o e firml es 9 1 ·s ed in 1n l3n~uag? , 

t ey mus h ve Ja ner ~l cc ~ ~nee by he communi,y 

w ose call ee iv wi nd isdo t e r e resent . 

In the ir r . p.:e c.nd C0 .. r o er bs cov er "l wid " fi Gld . - , 

They extend over 111 the .'.'l r .e3 s 0 e munity ' s 

2C ivi i ~s ond d ily ursuits . h r eflect it cus ) s 

.n ge? neril OU look on lif . 1 e r efl ect its ,t itude 

o ot e r eopl e , ~swell ~sis sense of justice · is 

hysic 1 e vironment , s wall J S is .l ~n s ~nd qnimnls , 

incl din J the ir c qr ct~ris ics . Th ey ~lso reflec t 

he rel1 i0ns be w~~ n me~ ers of, s~n l e hous ehold , 3n 

ext end fr m t er 0 cove ., t ri 0 . s wh l e ,Th9y i rr 

he rel :) ions bet een re r. i _f ::ind he r i b 
' 

.:md vic e 

vers 
' 

;:ind br'n OU th~ rqdi ion.al r l e of ca ttle in 

m3 rria ., ,:, d he u brin in of c . ildr c: n . T e str ' kinP-: ~' 
hi h -r e , ~sin rid les , is th.q 1r e ~11 c ncerned 

w t . se in __, s th the eoPl e k e w in th e i r d ?. il y 

lives , nd no wit trin s 

hoe ir ex erience . 

f 11 u side r.e scop of 

s n inst roverbs , ~ra qre i io~s w ich , int i s 

lrinO'ua ge , t end t ba confused i h r av~r s . Idio s ,., r e 

tic indigenous ex s , .:>Se e::rn in _, s -
CAn 0 be ordin!:l r i l ; d duc t=> or n erred fr0 . rj knowlecg ~ 

f e in ividu 1 wor ds t .. qk~ e u T - r e 

n1tiv,e o ~ 1 ~n u1 e ad .Ve h~ stylistic effe c ~r 

r 



r-i in it ':l ic~1 !1 '- iv e ri :r v . . is har :=ic e r istic nf . 

i s d~ -:,f eY r sssi0n . . i3 5 riki ::, OU So tr. ~r 

0 h 1S n .,- inst :) r:r i:::- l- :- ri ~ r->n u l :=:n1:ru?..=-es lik 

_sw~ 9 • ')T .er ~ () 1- f) z ,1u ~n: :hJs1 wh i ch ,.i ll 9 V 8 Sf (: C:. ,1 

er s f 0r rov 3r c n idio,s r es ~ i v : ly , i s h~t 3ou ~rn 

So o does n sean t0 die it f u'sh b e #een h e . Tswan1 

h-=>s i:;.nc for prov ·- rbs , ;;E1 ma 1 : "''.:>r · a · oms ; , r er n S:;tL-• 

~nd iz , ci r cl S a tiv ~ly . So t ro us 2 m:, -:.1 

f or of h::m . s d r esul 

h~ v e done in teir res ec t i 2 cllec i~ns . 1 a h , ~r e 

if r ~n f r 0 ona ~not l ~ iffer encs s 1 r e s o ~sic 

bo l: f r 0 he oin ~r view 

e r r1 of~ orisms 2 
i§':nores t 1·::s..: di.1.ferences , :rnd t us 

a re qilin c nf siJn n ~ l~n.u~~e l ike 

Sou her For this r .:: '1 son , is r eje c ed her e . 

4 . 0 . 4. Unl i ke r over bs , idio~s d) ot : a~ ixe 3nd 

r e0 ular fo r m ') whic ~11 i e . Th~ ~r e 

s .d i n e ir b s ic 

fo r 

he 

qr b3s :::d n a n i.n r ::..'.Tl ~ y nc iJn ~r on q s ubjP c t 

1 
Sei< 1.:. se : LE ~Lu n~O ~o 
J n <h~: TO FnA T: C. !-~::;T OD i [Io e 1 s : 

SESUTO . 
2 Dok : 0 . P 102 , C l • • 



concord . In view of this , idioms never have a regular subject 

of their oi,,m; they may be used with all types of subjects , 

depending on what the speaker wants to say. In this r espect , 

they may perhaps be re~arded as ready made indi genous labels , 

which may be tacked on to a given subject or subject concord , 

in or der to giv e it a typi cally Sotho r i ng : ~ tswa ka ntshwe 

di sa f ohlwa , ~ epela mmomo fatshe . (He went out unceremoniousl y 

and ran away ) . 

Ba t swa ka ntshwe di sa foh l wa , ~ epela mmomo f a tshe , 

(They went out unceremoniously and ran away . ) 

Cf : Ho tswa ka ntshwe di sa fohlwa . (To go out unceremonious ly) . 

Ho epela rnmomo fatshe . (To run away) . 

Further , idioms are never didactic~ and never teach any mor al 

lesson . Ne ither do they ever express any fundamental trut h or 

wisdom with a general bearing on life . Rather ar e they witty 

and humorous expressions which are connected with a part icular 

phrase , but wh ich are not as staid and dignified as pr over bs . 

Some proverbs are a bare statement of fact , and thus call 

a spade a s pade , suer as : 

Kopano ke matla . (Unity i s strength) . 

As against this , some idioms tend to be euphemistic, particular ly 

in t hose instances where human sex and physi ology ar e c0nc er ned , 

e . g . 

Ho ntsha metsi : (To t ake out wat er, i . e . to pass water }. 

Ho boela morao . (To go back, i . e . t o be in a fa~il y way) . 

Ho ya mohl abaneng . (To ~o to the rlateau , i . e . to go and 

rel i eve onself) . 

It is probably because of such idiomatic for ms that some 

Sotho speakers t end t o be prudis~ , and water down proverbs with 

s wear words in them : 
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t~omo e nve book •e 1 aofela . 

oreo ha e ntshe bolokwe ka ofela . 

(One oes no sa e er ~in at t e same time ) . 

I ioms o no s eem to have an: r oot~ in 

in .a none _ee "i o ori nate tr ere r)m , ~ ereas some 

r overb s do . Ins . ead , a . um, er () i io:1s are ,f his oric :11 

ori i~ , an' ar _ th s c os ~l co 0 c e ~ith cer ain 

s orica l fi .ure an as inciden s · n the his o~ of 

Ba s u o ana . F i a ll . , bein~ a _ed o verbs, i 2:orns r e 

ma · nly c . ncerne_d w~.th a : i 

re resen a io "' ru h . Rs 

r ~ . r t 1a n with a symt o c 

res 1lt in hem, o e 

in roverbs ab s rac i eas d co n e r s are r endered n 

a more concre e and ra i cal a e r : 

Ho l o~a 0 ho se e . ( 0 --,}- . .er some in ..c, 

a erson} . 

I-lo kena . o ho Rn1.. n . . ( ') in erru a er son) . 

0 ntshana se inon . (T be great friend s ) . 

. 0 ba fi a .e le lele11e . ( it 0 

n heir ra ge and sco e · io s als cov er a wide 

rage , includin e C S 0 erbs wi ld and dom estic -
ani. al s as well h ' s orica i. ci ens in - as toland . 

In all these instance s , - .e basi c Si ificanc e s hat of 
;, . in t he face hu ion escr1 var ous 0 a ac an 

behaviour b d awin free y from e lture of he , eo l e · 

Ho s relo mafisa . ( 0 ive '-.J t r r ow) . 

0 he he sa bo adi. (T ne ,~ ia e lobola t er s) 

0 iisa motse . ( To doc r a homes ead) . 

Idioms and r ove bs a ssu,e , rious s r uctural for~s . 

hese · ill now be ex m·ne · i n tur n , i a view o 

se r a in , e for .is L: g a e oo . 
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FO 

IDIO -IS : 

In he · r basic forr.i, idio .s are ba sed o t.he inf ini iv ·-

orm o a rticul a r ver w ich is t eke - w r d i~ 

whol~ c::rns ,rue ion . Th· s verb s em 11ay an ear in i s 

si ;i, le f r. or in one r o her o:' i s deri v· ti ve forms . 

I s ,. eaninCT may be rely li _r as in e followi ng 

e a les wi h t he verb ste . - · a (eat) : _ , 

Ho ja qhoqha . (mo ea s olen cz;oods) . 

Ho ja suo . ( To pa w a \; is not your s) . 

P.o ja senyemo . ea se rstly) . 

Po a letswebo swebo . 0 ea hurriedl ) . 

u there , ay ea r adta s~if of eanin~ from h 

li er_al t o t e f L.:,urative . T. e li e al mea ning , however, -.c__..__ __ 

does not isr ea r al ogether ir. ra it can t il b~ 

i scerned in he meanin ~f he en re uni of 1,vhic i t -
is the key- word : 

Ho j a jwan . ( To be stark r:iad) . 

Ho j a t lwae . ( To be used 0 cer a in habit) . 

Ho j se Si. ( 0 be fir:n r ooted) . 

0 ia hloho/bo ko . ( To \.-. . ., 1 k) . 

Ho ja shaba . (To s~o1<e a mixture of dac, a 

and obac co) 

0 her ver ems . ay so e fond in simila r usa 

ere are a fe exa les wi a (di ) , tlola , (ju .. ) 

· and du a {knead) : 

Ho a a moko i. { ':' 0 r emai~ were vo are , 

way fro home) . 

Ho a a 11ak\ a si. ( To e very an ry) . 

Ho fata seolo . {To wo rk very hard) . 

Ho fa ~ k o so . ( one o ic1te for eace) . 
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Ho tlola kgati . 

Ho tlola moedi . 

Ho tlola tekanyo . 

Ho tlola mol ao . 

Ho duba seret se . 

Ho dub:1 hlama . 

Ho duba botsho . 

lio dub.:; motho . 

Eo duba maikutlo . 

Ho duba kelello . 

( T') skip} . 

(To exceed the bo unds) . 

ditto 

(7o break t~e law) . 

( 'I 0 wallow in mud) . 

ditto 

(To wallow in ignorance) . 

(To 3nnoy or trouble a person) • 

(To confuse and upset ) • 

ditto 

Deriva tive forms of various verb s t ems may also b~ 

used in similar contexts , with th9 meanin~ being either 

l iteral or figurative : 

Ho jesa motho . ( ':'o poison 9 r erson) . 

Ho jesa ngwana . ( To give a child meat for the 

first time} . 

Ho jnna ka dintshi. (To wink at one another} . 

Ho jela kgwebeleng . (To eat with a sor e heart} . 

Ho jela p,. ate . (To help one against another) . 

Ho jewa ke hloho . ( To suffer f r om head- ache) . 

The infinitive may be found incorror ating the 

reflexive prefix with its usual significa~ce of reflecting 

the action back upon t he subject. 

Ho ithwa l a . (To be in a f a:r.ily way) . 

Ho inkela hodimo . ( 'i:'o ~ake onesel f impor tant) . 

Ho ithoma tshotswana . ( To pretend to be busy) . 

Ho itlosa bodutu . ( To while away time) . 

Ho itshehla thabana . (To keep aloof f r om other s) . 

Eo ikala borhara . ( To be free f r om car e) . 
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Ho qotha ditlhotse . (To nur se recent wounds) . 

Ho ik~~ya menwana . (To play sick) . 

Ho i pol aisa ditsheho . (To laugh a great deal). 

Ho iketsa ka matshoho . (To bring troubl e unto oneself ) . 

The infinitive may be followed by a noun functioning 

as an ob ject . In a few instances , this noun is derived 

from the simrle ver b stem of the pr eceding infinitive . 

Alternat ively , the verbal infinitive may be followed by 

an i dentical nominal infi nitive with objectival function.:. 

Ho rwala morwalo . (To bear a burden) . 

Ho nkgana monkgo . (To be of the same mind) . 

Ho ema seema . (To be of one accord) . 

Ho ema meemo . ( To stand in various stylish ways) . 

Ho hana bohane . (To refuse completely) . 

Ho hana ho hana . ditto ) 

Ho llisa ball i. (To shed cr ocodile tears) . 

Ho bona pono . ( To see a sight} . 

Ho bitsa pitso . (To convene a pitso), 

Ho botsa potso . ( To a sk a quest ion} . 

In terms of the above structural pattern wher e the 

infinitive is followed by an object, it is interesting 

t o note t hat intransitive verb stems change their basic 

nature and become t ransit ive , i n which case they also 

take an object: 

Ho boya mabotsela . ( T• r eturn for a second time) . 

Ho boya s ekwel e . (To rally r ound) . 

Ho shwa mofela . ( To di e in gr eat numbers) . 

Ho shwa kodu;, . ditto ) 

Ho shwa moqhobollo . ditto } 
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Hos w:::i. pelo . (To be dead alive) . 

o k -~ h la , .. tla . ( o be disc raged) . 

Ho rih iny r. lonya . ( o disfl point wilfully) . 

emR hlobo . (To be a t one's wits' end) . 

Hoo~ nyoko (~ob~ fearl ss} . 

Ho ·h·· ntshi. . 

Ho sisa Delo . 

Hon ~ m tsete . 

Ho nyela sedi ba, 

o 1 .. 1 nt ho kc. 

( o e very t hirsty} . 

(To be afraid/ashamed) . 

(To si2'h ) . 

(To r~veal secrets) . 

( o burn your bots behind yo u} . 

ele . (T overlook) . 

Here are a few exam. les wi h r dinflry transitive verbs: 

,.o ::i.tR kwekwe . ( mo walk gr a cefully) . 

Ho b ka dikgomo . pay your r espects t o } . 

k R na dinku . be drunk} . 

Ho a ar we. (10 see red) . 

H hob~ serao . ( 0 br·n . up th e r ear . ) 

Jio ~k a 1~ .ko . ( 0 dance ) • 

Ho sebele sa i:.:- v, .... :- , • r.: ~ 0 .( o wo r k for nothing) . 

I ~ few instanc~s , the substant i val object is 

never ex ressed , but is r epr esented by its corres anding 

o jec concor whic. a .e r s be ween the infinitive 

re ix Rnd r.e verb st 

Ho di bona i~ swele . ( o r n away) . 

le i_ a - ti .a . it 0 

o bo rokella s ehlot l elong . (To drink out of a 

big beer . ot) • 

he object f the "nf i ni ti e ma not be a noun but 

~1 au~ lif ic ti ve 1'.'ronoun: 

Ho qa P. t s~ s eman • ( o brin~ trouble unto 

neself) . 
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Hok 0 ha s a se~ana . 

Ho 11~ a i\Moko s ne . 

Ho hlok~ sa obedi . 

Ho dula sa m r atsw a . 

Ho l~mels sa tlung . 

(ditto ) 

(To cry bitterly) . 

(To be destitute} . 

( o occu ya osition of 

:1uthor · t . ) • 

(To de art secretly by ni _ht) . 

. o bu:1 1 otlosa n?aka . (To t ell a tall lie} • 

Ho ha a tsa batj hana . 

Ho tshani se inn~ . 

o take one ' s sbar e according 

t o cust ) . 

(To be close friends) . 

Ho baa sa loh o sa . nye . ( To be bitter ly cold) . 

The obje t of he "nf"ni ive may be followed by a 

qu lificative wit the p ssessiv e v e predominating: 

Ho j t di ya hae . (To ave a affair with a 

neighbour's wife) . 

Ho eln moho e a met si . (To ask for a girl's hand 

in marriage) . 

Ho bua ntja e shwele ~- o talk nons ense) . 

Ho llela bese le halaneng . (T o cry overs ilt milk) . 

o lakola di eta sa oho . (To ser ve as a subordinate) 

Ho seb ele sa fifi la :,moto . (To work for nothin ) . 

Ho sebeletsa nta a sel _a . ( ditto 

Ho hah ntlo lefokotsane . ( o rotect the head 

with a stick ) • 

Ho etsa moya wa mofu . ( o . retend to be strong) . 

Ho she a mohale a sale yo . (To trust a worthle ss 

erson) . 

tshe a ntshe edi a bontshe e . (To expect something 

that will never happen) . 

Ho lemela bono sa n aha . ( lou h late in the year) . 
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Ho sua r are la puleng . (To perform an endless task) . 

Ho ja monakaladi wa kebolelwa . (To have things easy) . 

no ja k~o~o ya mola t elle . {To brin~ endless t r ouble 

unto oneself) . 

Ho hloka leaho le tiileng . (To be of no fixed abode) . 

Ho bona ntja e ntsho . (To fa int) . 

Ho tshaba mor u o se nang nkwe . (To fea r a harml~3~ 

thing) . 

The infinitive nay be f ollowed by an i deo phone , a s 

•-1ell as by t he vnrious types of adver bs : 

( a ) I deo phones : 

Ho etsa pherhi. ( To escape narrowly) . 

Ho wa phuhla . (To lose all one ' s wealth). 

Ho oma n?;or o . (To be completely dr y }. 

Ho palama tjha . ( To ri de fast and skilfully ) . 

Ho han11 hshehe . ( To r efuse all t ogether) • 

(b) Adverbs : 

( i) !'-:anner : 

ho ya lolololo . (To expat iate in deta u i. 

Ho ya tootela. <lit to . ) 

Ho batla fofotho . (To gr ope i n the dar k ) . 

Ho r obala makokwane . (To sleep with knees 

up) . 

Ho ela ruri . (To be away long ) . 

( ii) Place : 

Ho ya ntl e . (To go a nd r el ieve onself) . 

Ho hlaba ten~. (To strike the nail on t he 

head) . 

Ho nka na fatshe . (To fall) . 
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o ala~ l o o . (To s e d a nigh in a 

s r an e house ) . 

Eo s·le l i fo . o li e f r om hand o out h ) . 

be l e iela fas .e . (To ose babi es a b "r t h -

of a wor.ian) . 

. 0 y- '.T13Si 1 3 e . 

u .. o va 'o a - t a tho. 

cati ve ' ve r bs : ... 

H h_ ba bohlab e 

:o swa n jen :, . 

Ho ": e , a 1 u -:: . 

1-io ya k .,wed i np; . 

Hod l a re e · . 

san 

o ct · e) . 

i O ) • 

(To stab in a d-e..l i cate 

S O ) • 

o ~o _o circumcision ) . 

o s i i n order to fi ht ) . 

{To b con ined - of a wo an ) 

To e s r- a t e ) . 

(To wr i e ) . 

.. o o le a hlo •. on~. ( ' o dr ai he last dr o s ) • 

,o sh hcl a l eo. en • ( To be w· se after e event 1 • 

Ho : 0 na s i e si ~- (To e i n tro ble) . 

o a n a ~anon ., . ( To a k af er ) . 

Ho qela ho lee o . ('"' take he heel s) . 

Ho y a 1·1a wana - i nyela . (To ' i e ) . 

Ho v a ha ?.fo s · a - · - o- a l e . { ' i to ) . 

( iv ) onjunc ive dver bs : 

no ya l e ~aid i - i di . (To f ai ) . 

:o r o ala le d i J ohe . (To urn in early ) . 

o e a e h ma kala . ( o e sur r i s ed) . 

P. o a le k~o gwana h ct · o . (To be taken in) . 

Ho he ehebis na l e mo o . ( o ar ue , dispute with 

a 1 erso ) . 

Ho bonya l e mor we s a n . (To be in l ove with a 

i r l) . 
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( v) Instrumental Adverbs : 

Ho pheha ka lemina . (:o be in mour ning) . 

ho hula ka falese . (To be in dire need) . 

no sutha ka santhao . (To r etreat) . 

Ho jaka ka leleme . (T0 adort a forei gn 

l anguage ) . 

Ho robala ka lephako . ( To sleep hungr y) . 

Ho t shwa r a ka meno . (To be ver y busy) . 

1-<o tsoha ka r.ia t j eke. (To rise early) . 

Ho tsoha ka me so . ditto ) . 
i-!o ema ka maoto . ( To be up and doing) . 

Ho ema ka ditl hako . (To be tall) . 

Ho ya ka tshobotsi . ( To be -oartial) . 

Ho oma ka hloho . ( To knod in agr eement) . 

The infinitive mav be followed by an adverb as abov 0
, 

but r ounded off eit her by a present par tic i pia l predicate , 

or by a oualificative : 

P.o utlwa ka tjhetjhe e feta . (To l earn from r u~our) . 

Ho kgahlana l e dioela di falla . (To see an unusual 

sight) • 

Ho robala ka ~pa e batan~. (To sleer on an empty 

stoma ch) . 

Ho sebetsa ka pelo e ka morao . (To work half- heartedly ' 

Ho tswa ka ntshwe di sa fohlwa . (To leave uncere~o

niously) . 

Ho leketla ka bolepo ba sekgo . (To be in grave 

dang~r) . 

Ho ja ka mehlahar e e Th~edi . (To be a double dealer). 

Ho ya le sephumo sa boroko . (To f all f a st asleep) . 

Ho ema le monna wa ~ateneng . (To be surprised) . 

Ho qabana ka none ya l etweba . (To qua rrel over a 

trifle) . 



~o etsa ka ~qtl3 3 cihlor~a . (To t r y one ' s level best, 

Vo ~ena ka nahlo a □atsbo . (To ~nter hurr iedly) . 

Ho lln k1 ihlo le le len~ . (To shed cr0codi le tears 

~o its~etle~~ ka seolo se $e nans bohl wa . 

( 'I"o trus t a .~-erthless 

per s0n) . 

The second ele~ent after the infinitive mR y be an 

object, which is th9n followed by~~ adver b . ~~e r esult i na 

for ms here , as abo ve , arP- very r ryt.hmical . 

Ho kolla ntsi hanoncr . (10 be very poor ) . 

Ho s i ya motho oot:>!1"'; . (To leave Or!e in the lurch }. 

~o isa relo :nafisa . ( :'o ~ive ''lay t o sor ro:,.r ) . 

I-to bina koma hae . ( To reveal s ecrets) . 

ho fahla rnmuso ka lehlabAthe . (To brush one ' s hair 

the wrong wa y ) . 

Ho nt sha ~osi ~a len~ore . (~o cry aloud} . 

Ho ol:a seso 1<~ r1ake;arr.a . (To be -r-a r tial ) . 

:o t shwara Mma~r~ele ~a ~ekotlo . {:o find it 

difficult ~o ma~age ) . 

lio ot lela t ·"leba sehono; . ( T0 save f")r t he fut ure) . 

Ho qarel3 1ina seemeng. (~o joi1 i n s i ngina wit hout 

~ract ice) . 

~0 kena ditaba ka sehlotho . {To joi n a ~ a r gument 

rashly }. 

Ho i t hiba ditsebe ca leshoma . {To refuse t 0 l i sten) . 

Ho tlci-.,a mon1-1ana ka kgwele . (':'o tortur e} . 

~o kenya met si ~a mo~di . (To be a weak link) . 

NO ja ~aeba le bale . ( To be s urici) . 

Ho t s amay~ naha ka moa . (To act foolishly) . 

~o seha mch Ka lehar e . {To div ide r elatives ) . 
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e ::: r u c tir 9 1 r 11 t er n :n:::. _ e he s a e . s ab ov e , 

ex e · ha t re r.:dve r . a b~ foll fie b y a ualif i ca t iv 

y 

a 

co 

fl 

ri ':l a m 

t 1al on e 1•.' • rt 

H 0 _ :1 Ci .{:1,.,,0 

b na osa l•~ 

k 

he 

l{ J. 

c1d . 

i sa 

:::, lreBd 

hu a Y8. 

3 . e i;;: 

.., e 

knows) . 

~~owa e . ( o ca ture ea s i l y) . 

o a . ( o see an unusu 1 

sight ) . 

hS an 1lter a ive ... . 
vO u . .! he object i s f ollowed 

s he followed b y an dver b : 

H. . 1 A osima ~ a oha hodi . . e in i . inent 

d3n er ) . 

Fo ula mokoti ·,·1:1 no: .a odi□o . ( di to ) . 

1' e objec o: 
er s : 

e inf' n i iv e , r1 e fo llowed by two. 

0 s:, •not.ho , .., 
.~ A le ma lon:::> . ( To dece i ve a 

er son) . 

.. 0 1 ysa 0 0 ka .. 3 ura mahl on . ( d i t t o ) . 
hlo hol elA ina 0 . 0 ose la . ( 10 sing out 

of t ne ) . 

I se instanc e s where e infin · i ve i s buil t on 

ass ve ver s e he second elemen i s alway s a 

ulq ve a sed on 3 un in secon fir nc ion . Th e 

er a be SU ceeded b a u,l if · ca i ve hich 

al ' ies i . 
0 hl hel wa ke kot si. ( 0 e ' r ) . 

i-,; b0le l wa ke lehlok ( 0 be t l d by an nnamed . 
er so ) . 
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Ho hlajwa ke dihlonr; . (To be ashamed) . 

Ho hahlwa ke moya . (To be refreshed by fresh air) , 

Ho welwa ke ntlo . (To lose one 1 s wife by death) . 

1-io oetwa ke letsa pa . ( '!'o be tir ed) . 

Ho qetwa ke pelo . (To be short tempered) . 

Ho r walwa ke t habo . ( To be over joyed) . 

1-io hakwa ke dit~ba . ( To be unable to a nswer) . 

Ho jewa ke mala ~ setswalle . (To cl ay sick) . 

Ho kgar-lw~ ke fiso la metseng . (To be attracted by 

foreign thin~s and 

hab i t s) . 

Po kgahlwa ke none e hlotsa . (To be deceived by a 

l ir.1ping buck) . 

I n t wo ins t ances, _the infiniti ve i s followed by a 

per f e ct par ticipial predicate: 

Ho ya o ile . (To be away for a long time ) . 

Ho ya ho ile . (To go on continuously) . 

The infinitive may be followed by two objects , 

irrespective of the type of ver b stem on which i t is 

built , a lthough the applied and the causative for ms 

are also found in this context : 

Ho ruta kwekwe ho t hwena . (To teach a monkey tri cks) 

Ho r uta mpshe l ebelo . 

Ho anya motho l eleme . 
1 

Ho r ea ngwana lebitso . 

Ho nonya motho maikutlo . 

P.o tsota ntho botle . 

Ho ema motho leraketla . 

ditt o 

(To fish out information 

f r om one) . 

(To christen a chi ld) • 

(To t e st one ' s f eelings) . 

(To admire something) . 

(To shield one unf a irly) • 
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Ho roba pere dihaka . (To break in a hor s ~) . 

Ho roka ~otho mahlo . (To dece ive one) . 

Ho kgaola ~otho maoto . (To shorten one ' s journey) . 

Ho siela motho letswele . (To be older tha n one ) . 

Ho beha motho setswetse . (To hel p i n confining ) . 

Ho aparela motho kobo . (To res~e ct ) , 

Ho opela motho mahofi . (To anpla ud ) . 

Ho tsohela motho matla . (To be ant agonistic to one) . 

Ho tsosa dibata masene . (To a r ouse s leepin~ do~s) . 

Ho ntsha motho kgwao .. (To dispel one ' s mi sgiv in ·.;s) . 

1-io ora kgor:10 lenaka . (To st r ike the na il on the 

head) • 

Ther e may be two objects as above , but wi t h an 

adverbial extensi on at the end : 

Ho inela motho matsoho metsing . (To f or give a per son) 

Ho jela motho morwalo hlohong . (To deprive one of 

one ' s r ights) . 

Ho kwetlela motho lerumo ka kobong . (To lure a per son) . 

Ho funyeletsa ~otho dikobo molaleng. (To des poil a rersor. ' 

As an al t e r native to this , the fina l e l ement may be 

a oual ificative : 

Ho etsa motho mahlo a nyoka , (To deceive one ) . 

Ho hatisa ~otro masepa a manamane . (To purs ue hotly) . 

A number of i dioms are built on the i nfi nitive of the 

copulative ver b stem - ba , (to be) . Thr ee struct ural 

patter ns a r e associa t ed wi th it as follows : 

(a) The i nfin iti ve i s followed by a substantive , which 

may be a compound noun . The noun pelo, (a hear t) , if 

found as the fi r st el e~ent of a number of such 
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ound nouns . 

Ho ba le soho . ( To a e lo O' i nger s ) . -:, 

10 ba mm ele . ( 0 ~:, ick set ) . 

Ho a · lesa . (To e rec · ous) . 

Ho ba di sel-9. . (To e a '1 U to 0) • 

Ho ba ba ed i. ( 0 e drun ) . 
0 ba relo - sh eu . 0 e P:lad) . 

.o ba elo - n sho . (To be sad- heart ed) . 

o a elo- ohloko ( o be sor e hea rt ed) . 

Ho ba elo- m e . 

Ho ba elo- n le . 

Ho ba elo - n lo . 

(To be 0 vil ea r ed) . 

(To be kin heart ed) . 

t o ) . 

lio ba elo- hlomo hi . ( o e . ere if 1) . 

Ho ba elo - kele si . ( o e ise hea rt ed ) . 

(b) The inf•ni ivc a be followed by a sub s an i ve 

s abo e , wi a ualificative after i t : 

Ho ba na. a e hlotse me o . (To be incorrigi ble) . 

ob k waba l a . e .~ i y ,le . (To be a j a ck of all 

t rad e s ) . 

Ho ba le ao e lha - e i. (To be a doub le dealer 

Ho ba bana ba a . (To be close r e l ation ) . 

Ho a n wana bob eba·. o be a useful c. i d} . 
. 

ba hela ( ditto 0 n wana ya 

Ho a m a e swileng . o be a bla ck s hee i 

he f am ily ) . 

Ho ba lee le mo k aba- k aba . ( o be l on winded). 

Ho ba hloho e t ha t a . ( To be hick s k lled) . 

o ba hloho e bonolo . ( o be cl ever) . 

Ho ba madi a ma le . ( o be ealthy) . 



~o ba mokrwat. s o wa met si m3ot ong . {To have j ust arrived) . 

ro b-3 '<gomo yd sekenwa ka mahohl e . ( To be a ki nd person) . 

Ho ba ngwana wa setsoha le re l o ya maoba ne . 

(To be al~ays tha sam8) . 

(c) The infinitive riay be fo l lowed by an adver b : 

1-io b1 le se:-1ti. . 

ho bale moya . 

Ho ba l e di taba . 

Eo ba l e lehala. 

:-l"o bn l e ntwa . 

Eo bR l e kokwann. 

~o ba l e phoof ol o . 

(~o be di~nified , respectabl e) . 

(7o be i n a f i ght ing mood) . 

ditt o ) . 

ditto ) • 

ditto ) . 

{ To be hungry) . 

(To be a wi tch , i . e . be with 

a t okolosi) . 

Ho bale mctpokaetsi . (To be mad }. Cf . Ng : amabhunga y- z i . . 

ho ba l e sat hokothetsi . (To be l onel y) , Cf . Ng : 

µ o b d 1 e b od u tu , 

~o b:1 l ehlakeng . 

Ho ca k.q 1-ianoni,- , 

isit.hukuthe zi . 

ditto ) . 

(To be in confinement - of a woman) . 

(To be tal kati ve ) . 

J-, l so not e thi s exarn.'le wher e t re infinitive i s f ollowed by 

t 1:i0 nouns coordinqt ed : 

Ho b1 mBthe le l e l e~e . (To be close f riends) . 

A f ew i dioms a r e b?. sed on actual historical incidents . 

The na~es of t he indi vidual cha r a cters conc erned , and whose 

exploits qre comme~orated i n such id ioms, appear i n them. 

In ea ch case , the ver b stem on whi ch t he inf initive is 

bui lt indicate s the ~ctua l action f or wh ich t he i ndividual 

whos e name i s associRted with it is r emember ed . In most , 

t he infinitive is f ollowed by a possessive qu3lificative 

pr onoun : 
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s fa s a s Ntshwe kge } . 

. hl . . ( m ,q .0 _Q"ll. . 'J ".) on fo o ) . 

r 8 ~e,~.'.1 '10 ho f:'-:a.R la .:ko e . (To encirc l e one) . 

or i n 9nd ~ ich serv9 w ex r e ss co er s a t were 

n so~~ an oder orm is fo und alo ~side 

r: e ~w o e ., :? at <:: r b gin ._;) r e al1::n in he s eech of 

o '. o la ourers in he Fre~ 0 a e . 

Ho SM9r t eu . (To le a a s ran of oxen ) . Afr : t ou . 

Eo s. 1:1c1ra n hau . ( To lea a .orse ) . 

la. a olo o ( -O ride ·· i . . ou a saddl e ) . fr . bloo s . 

.o en t e: · o agr ee 1e t) 

u y 1 - . a seeta . ('i'o m8 r ry accor din =-, to Christ i an . , 

ri es) . 

C,. . .0 ny:11 - 1 ~ • • 1 01Kgomo . ( - 0 arr ccor ding t o cus vom ) . 

. ') ·c:n a lebi ( :'o ru ish bann s ) . 

Fo E1 .:no· .a a T:i sen a t l e~r am ) . 

Eo dula ene. ( ,.,0 i te ) . 

s s a oo r nner w ose s ee sav9d him from a band 
o~ ri rs who waned o ·il l h · m. ' a e ane , a Tl o wa 

ene~ i es surro .. din _ is ch ' ef ' s place about t e 
i v i .ci · i of h i s cr. i e f ' s warr ·ors . ·e · a s dr nk and naked . 

~im i n ta st e . ~ hl omi wa s a famous i ch-
c .ie wr o r ave l ed w · del. in Sout her n frica healin -=

e s : c< . Al l h i s j ourneys were n e r a ken o foot . Nko e 
w s u. ex ec e ly fo und y :~ u · 1·1a r r · ors t1ho want ed to k i ll him. 
re sked h0 o allo u him o r ecite .is r ai s es and t .os e of 
h 's They rgreed , encirc l e In be course of 

s r ec · v11 he s ar ed j and down c · rcl e and , seeing 
a na rrow o en · n ~ in he r e en hr a l arriors, bole 

r o i li ke a bu l le e . 
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Ho diha pene . ( To stop writing). 

Ho dula setulo . (To pr eside over a meeting) . 

Ho ja rnmetlo . (To lose a job) . 

Ho ja selallo . (To r eceive holy communion) . 

Ho nk3 pas~ . ( To carry a pass) . 

Ho j ara pasa . ditto ) . 
Ho dumedisa Baase . ( To gr eet the master) . 

Cf. Ho boka dikgomo . ( To pay your r espects to) • 

Ho neha motho seke . (To sack a person) . 

Ho beha ntho paneng . ( To pawn a t hing) . 

Ho pota l ebenkel e ka morao . (To be always asking for 

bou~ht t hings from others ) . 

It is clear from some of t he s e examples that idiom is 

essentially a matter of envir onment , and that speaker s of 

the same l anguage from different areas may not always speak 

alike . It would be extremely Cifficult for instance , for 

a Mosotho who has never lived in the Fr ee State to 

understand what is meant by : 

4 . 1 . 26 . 

Ho t shwara ankoroto . 

There is a striking similarity b~tween some of t h e 

idioms treated earlier and those of the nei ghbouring 

Bantu languages . In so~e cases , identical ~o rds ar e used 

for the same idiom. 

S .Sotho : Ho tlosa diboba . 

Xhosa : Ukugabul ' iz igcawu. 

S . Sotho : Ho aha mokganya . 

Xhosa : Ukwakh ' umkha nya . 

S . Sot ho : Ho qela ho l eot o . 

Xhosa : Ukucel a kooxhongo . 

(To pr ecede dignitaries) . 

ditto 

(To shield the eyes) . 

ditto 

(To take to the heels ) . 

ditto 



- 11 2-

S. Sotho : Ho ba mathe le leleme . (To be close friends) . 

Xhosa : Ukuba ngu.mty.::i net:rune;a . ( ditto 

S , bot.ho : ro di.ha lentswe. 

Tswana : Go diga lentswe . 

S . Sotho : Ho bitsa ritso . 

(To sreak with a low v0ice) 

ditto 

To cc nv ene a Eitso) . 

Tswana : 

S .Sotho: 

N. So t ho 1 

S . Sqtho : 

N~ t ho.,. 

Go era pitso . ditto 

Ho ntsha mosi ka lengope . (To cr y al oud ) . 

Go ntsha mosri ka lengooe . ( ditto 

Ho ba letsoho . (To have l on~ f ingers) , 

Go bale sea t la. ( ditto ) • 

This fascinating phenomenon is also encounter ed i n 

prover bs, thus further indicating how closely r el a t ed 

t h ese l angl.l.ag.es .ar .e_ i .u.cludinq thair mo.st i ntimate f or ms 

m expression , such as idioms . 

PROVERBS : 

Fr over bs als. a ssume various str uctur al patterns. Th,., 

prover b may be a bar e statement of fact , i n wh ich ca se 

it is usually a short and sinple sent ence consisti ng of 

a subject and rredicate , which may either be positive 

or negative . 

Taba di mahlon~ . (The face is the i nd ex of t he mind) . 

Leota ke moloi . (One never knows wher e one will end) . 

Tsietsi ea ruta . (Exper i enc~ teaches ) . 

Botswa ha bo jelwe . (Laziness does not pay) . 

~gomo ha e fulelwe . (It is not costly to keep a beast) . 

Mafutsana a llelana . (The Door hel~ one another ) . 

~Iasene ha se boi. (Discretion is the bet ter part 

of valour) . 

Matsat si a loyana . (Days are not t he same ) . 

Mpho ha e halalwe . (One never r efuses a gift ) . 
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gaka ha e i hekole . ( octor oes not cure himself ) . 

Tank· ha e ankollwe . { r mises must be fulfilled) . 

Leboela le a ja . { ers everanc e pays) , 

Leboela a le ngallwe . { o may succeed where you 

on e .c- il ed) . 

orena ha a fose . e k ' n can do no wron ) . 

Lef ha le jwetse . (Dea ay strike at any time) . 

ehope e heta na . ( ne ,ood turn deserves anoth er ) . 

K alapa di a busele sana . di o ) • 

. :ekoko ha e qhwaelane . ( Ever one fends for h · s elf . 

o au o a bolaya . ( ercy kill s ) . 

oike si ha a llelwe . (He o ejects advice deserves 

no thy) . 

o bua ha se ho hetha . ( r ea alkers are never rea 

oers) . 

4 . 28 . There ay be l e s ubjec or its subject concord , 

followed by a co ound redica e wi hap rtici ial 

co le, en . 

aka e shwa e etil e . (~ doc or d "es abroad) . 

Moholo o rong a a e e . (I is no ct ·srespect to ask a 

se ior for a favour) . 

Se kgata se le bole o . e wi 1 lti ate ly be cau ht) . 

Sa o weng se ra se i a e . (One does more for is 

in - laws than for his 

own farnily) . 

so a le k ojwa le sad ela . ( S rike the iron while 

i i s hot) . 

Ho apolwa ho apeswa . (H e is er sick) . 

E bohola e othile . (0 d a e s an encumberance) . 

tte tla boka ha di oroha . (' es· 1 see t e n) . 
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The si l e s jec ~a e foll owed y is , r edica e 

and o jec . The s e ares r onslY r hy hmica l , \rith ins ances 

f ,:i.11 · er1. n w ,er e h2 s ject a ~d r ed icate a r e 

m r .~ologica:l r el~ ed . n .. i s connection , it is 

s em like - fa , ( g ive ) , 

:n~y be f oun used a c a O'iin::l subject , wi h the i de ophone 

erive;d fr :r. i unc ionin as i t s 

objec . I is e u~lly in er e s in~ o not e that i n t his 

A ern he int er ro,:,~tive noun i'Ilang ? (who?) which 

usually a _ears in o j e tival f nc~ i on , i s found us ed 

~s s u ject ~nd com~andin - concor like ~1 1 ot er 

no ns . 

. a o seny ::i :not e . ( I is o s f e to me ntion names ) . 

?a o fa i. (One ives t .e one who give s h i m) . 

Tlai l le 1 - i l el a morena . (Lo not be afr aid t o make 

i s ake s so t hat t hey ay 

be corrected) . 

: o o di shabana bo.hJ hwa . ( rch enemies r et end 

t be f r iends on meeting ) . 

Lesha o ha 1 ~ r i ~ mo h • ( i e s do not y) . 

Lekgo l a h l e namelwe ao o . ( he court i no re s ector 

o persons) . 

eleme _ r le na alokel et so . ( he tongue is incurab l e) . 

Felo e ja ser at i . ( l he hear chooses it s own) . 

j . e sokela a e f ang . (~ dog follows the one who 

feed s it ) . 

~raba l e t shwa sa a l e j hehil eng . ( t r a cntches 

t .e ne vh s ets i t f or o hers) • 

i aba !:\ di t s ala ditab . ( .i hty things rise 

f r om tr i vial ones) . 

~eso e swal a me swana . ( Proc r astinat ion is the 

h "ef of time ) . 
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Leshala le tswal3 molora . (A black hen lays a 

white egg ) . 

Dithot o ke lefa la ba bohla l e . (Fools are stepping 

stones of the wise) . 

Jv~orena ha a tene moduoro . ( The king can do no wrong) . 

Motsamai o ja noha . (A traveller eats anything) . 

Mollo o tjhesa ya o orileng . (The fire burns the one 

next to it) . 

Mo kone o betile moren.::. . ( Meat is pl entiful) . 

Moloi ha a mele boya . (An evil doer ha s no 

distinguishing mark ) . 

Pinyane ha e senye motse . (It is wise to keep 

certain things secret) . 

Ntwa ha e etsetswe dikgoka . (Br avery is not connected 

with stoutness) . 

Tshwene ha e ipone lekopo . (One is blind to one ' s 

faults) . 

Lefu ha l e na morena . (Death does not choose) . 

Mophongwa ha a na moholo . (Even the gr eat may be 

dece ived} . 

Moromuwa ha a na lonya . (h chief is liable for hi s 

messengers). 

Kgomo ha di na motlohapele . (The l a st may be the first), 

Kgabane ha di rwesane mekadi . (Two of a trade 

seldom agr ee) . 

4 . 2 . JO . The simpl e subject may be followed by a qualificative; 

which is then followed by a pr edicate . The l att er may be 

verbal or non- verbal, i . e . copulative . In one instanc e , 

the copulative is of the rare type that does not employ 

any prefixal formative bef ore the base . 
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Kotlo sa monna ke le al a , an may i=1 s s water i h 

his ba ck to women ) . 

Leihlo la kgut ana ke lebo e . ( An or hcl n notes in 

det a il hat other s do) . 

,ohlanka wa 0 ne • . arena . ( The kin I S mes s enger is 

as ood as his mast er ) . 

Mafura a ngwa na ke ho r ngwa , ch ild ' s virt ue is to 

ver 

r un errands ). 

lo sehlan na h~ o amel we . ( The wo r ds of 

C ner s a r e often i gnor ed) . 

K o ya l ebes e ha e is ale , (A ood milker do es no 

beget its elf) • 

tsol'\oe a mo na a ~alelele . (The ch i ef is g enerous) . 

Bi 1 l a k omo ke mol mo . ( e gr ve of a bea st is the 

h) • 

Les ano e losang le 1 • (A us eful lie is th~ on3 

t ha t s ave s) . 

The subj e ct ma be a com ound noun , mad e u of a 

lus a noun , or nomina i nf init ive . 

·o ha - moriti ha a o dule . (One AY do a t in fo r he 

bene i t of other s) . 

Mofata - s ed iba ha a se nNe . di t to ) . 
mesa - mohlw ne ha a .anye . (Victory r e qui r e s wa tch ul 

ca r e) . 

Mmetla - k ola o e lebis~ wabo . (Charity be ins a ome) . 

ohaua - mo ho o o rola molat o . (One who r eject s another 

save s him t r oubl e) . 

or t a - motho o o la ka ma long . (Sta i ght t a l k b r eaks 

no f r i ends i ) . 
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Se ja- monnq ha se mo qete . (An able-bodied person can 

qlways start again} . 

Moha n2- ho jw2ts·,,,1"1 o tshohela leomeng . (A word is enough 

to t he wise ) • 

··ona- kodi o a itseba. (The wicked flee when no one 

cur sues} . 

Motsheh:=1- .fuma o a irilet sq . ( To laugh at the poo r brings 

ill - luck) . 

I''otshehr, - sofe o a itsheha . ( ditto ) • 

~otsheha -bosehl ~ o & iniletsa . (ditto ) . 

i,:ow:3. - ~:gotL::i ha a tseKiswe . (~ lhat is S3.id !3.t court i s not 

blameworthy) . 

Mq r ema- tlou 3 nts we leng. (El ephnnt hunt ers are of one 

wor d) . 

fhR -bAdimo o j~ nabo . (He who gives t he ~ods eats with 

t he:n) . 

In a few c~ses , the compcund nQ..Un subject is constructed 

differ ently fro~ the forms 9bove . Its second element is of 

ad jectival origin, in th~t it is due to the el ision of the 

initinl elem&nt of the compound ad j ectival concor d : 

Tsats i - leholo le ntsha kwena bodibeng. (A rich man has 

become poor} . 

Sejo- senyane ha se fete mol omo . (Half a loaf is better 

than no br ead} . 

Tsela - kgo}'.X) ha e r obats e naheng . (The beaten track is the 

safest} . 

Ntja - ped i ha e hlolwe ke phokojwe . (Many hands make 

light work) . 

.r-:pa - tshehla hR a bol.::iye .~ Food wi thout clothes is bett.er 
' 

than clothes without food) . 

Bitso- l ebe ke seromo . (A bad na~e is an omen) . 
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Le u- 1~ olo ke di .sheh-:> . (LB g_ er is ~re1 e r b1n 

I 1 limi ed nu ber : C9S~s he compound no n · · 1 

redu licA ed for~ . Tn on~ c~se , i is a redu -l icated 

im e r-1 i ve i .. 1 o J e 

func io . . 

c ncord 

Leh le - hal~ le ,:i j!:l . ( ·nr q~::,ing ze 1 ins) . 

Tan~- ?.n e be va ke er 1~ . (The one ehin is c,oke 

y us ) . 
he - e (J ;:i l~ris-: r:J. . 3.n ~' :notho 

o kgom-.a e s: lo :n. h?.e , ( Co Askin~ or en in("" 

is no as s·~ ,. sfac r 

as doing hin~s for yours 

redic~ e i ran o jec 

used 3S a subjec i 

cord !lnd 

r -:>v .: rb : 

encli ic is f o no 

~ nke sang , ha c ~he ~ot e . (Arr oaance does no 

build ho e) . 

Similarl e erfec reai ~~e ke haki l we , ( I hn v 2 

forg en) , is used AS?. sec0nd no un in 

Bo a a i bo s w1n le ke h kil e . 

e r overb : 

( For c:,e ln(:;ss is i."? 3 e-npo r .1 r y loss of he em r, 

of so. e h · n.g) . 

f : Borikg ,1e b s \·11 :, 1 r. em e • 

(Th rousers is ·ke he srir ) . 

. 2 , 32 , Te second lemen Rf er a subject 

ollowed b n ~dver . · ccqsion-11 

succeeded y 1 qu lif·c~ ive . 

y be 1 r e ct~ : 

he l1tt er is 
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do na hu A bone ,:,b-di. ( Once bit en twice s hy) . 

Bosiu ha bo se ~ ect· . di to ) . 

; e s e e , e 1 .c a t. l e . ( A !'"'ear ,m c e s a r e de c e p i c1 ) . 

Tsie e fofa . a oko ~ - n ~r y mP.rches on it s 

0 :l C ) , 

Tham l:ln .P. di rob -le mmoho . (Two of , trade seld m 

,r ee) . 

Leso u l e shw~r ~ ~lq s efifi . ( One found wi 

stol en ·.:- ood s is 

::i_ccus-=-ble) . 

oho e ts ejw~ a . e 0 ·1a o . 

Cob1 le r ekwa kq ho nw . 

(rt brave ma i s 'nown by 

his sc 3rs) . 

( o not buy what yo h~v 

no seen) . 

Kgoba le r ek\ 3 ka r.o b nwq , ( dit o ) . 

Se op· s e . e q k-1 l= E;etana . (Masons live in oor 

buildings) . 

Sefate Se s .jw. k !:) di - olwana . ( A tree is know J 

its fruit) . 

uehl ~ i se shwel; ets · n . ( voi d don ero s l easur e~, . 

..)ehole se se le ho nmc sona . (A crip le is be u i u.1. 

t o its mother) . 

hiri e je a morenen . ( hyen is eaten a t e r ~·t 

lac e ) . 

hofu e sh ela o shwe shweng . ( n eland die s whe.e 

there is w3t r } . 

1 ore a ke orena k a ho . {h chief i~ a c i 

bee use of the eo le ) . 

. o ho ke "lot o kA b, o a bqn . ( A er son is a e son 

bee.use of o ers ) . 
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4 . 2 . JJ . The predicate of tr.~ subject , t o wh ich it may be 

mor phologicall y related, may be fou nd followed by 3n 

object , which is t hen followed by an adverb . 

K~omo ha e nye bolokwe kAofelA . (One does not s ay 

everyt hing at t he san 2 ti,·...,~ 

Motse o ~otle diotlwana feela . (Appear an ces are decep

tive) . 

Kga kgi o kgakga se s1 mo kgakgeng l e borokong . 

(He worries about somebody who does not even think 

about him) . 

Alt ernatively , the final element m1y be a predicate , 

usually p?.rticipial , or a qualificative : 

Motho o r etlwa maleo a sa rhela . (A person is appealed 

to while alive) . 

Monwana ha o bol:iye nta o l e mon ~. (Unity is strengtL) . 

Ser obe Se hahuwa phiri e s e e jele . ( To become wis~ 

after the event) . 

Mot ho o wa l e seriti sa hae . (A person dies with his 

dignity) . 

Mosa o j a mong a wona . ( Kindness does not always p1y) . 

Bohlale bo ja mong a bona . (From i gnorance co~fort 

f lows) . 

Bohl a l e ha bo hahe ntlo e l e nngwe . (Science and 

religion know no bouna~) . 

4. 2. 34 , The subject may hrtve an impersonal pr edicate , 

f ollowed by a qu?.lificative . 

Moketa ho tsoswa o itekang . (God helps those who hel ~ 

themselves) . 

Moketa ho thuswa o itekang . ( ditto ) . 
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Madi bc1 ho psha ~ maholo . (Kingdoms wax and wane) . 

Motse ho ~h3 wa noraredi . (A successful home is thqt 

of a pious man) . 

Kgutsana ho phele. e mar3po a thata .( A har d working 

or phan does not starve) . 

Lehlanya ho tsejw, le hlobotseng dikobo . 

(A mad man is one who goes a bout naked ) . 

Tlotlo ho bokwa 1~ ka mpeng . (Do not count your chickens 

before they are hatched) . 

Fhokojwe ho hola e itebslang . (A wa ry jacka l m3y l ive 

long) . 

Phokojwe ho phela e masene . (One must be wise i n 

or der to liva) . 

Fitsa ho fahwa e belan~ . (First come , first ser ved) . 

The pr over b may b2 made up of four balanced p3rts or 

el ements , with a distinctive pause between the fi r?t and 

final two elements . These a r e a subj ect a nd its qualif ic~: 

tive , pr ed icat e and object . 

Ngwana ya tjheleng o tshabA l e ifo . (A burnt child 

dreads the fir e ) . 

Motho ya kgutsitseng o patile bohal e . (A quiet man 

often conceal s courage) . 

Linyane l a motho le dieha ho phapha . (A human baby 

take s long to mature) . 

Lentswe l a mor ena l a hahelwa lesaka . (The chief ' s 

word is r espected) . 

Dibana s a pele ha se na ho tshepuwa . (A bird in h~nd 

is worth two in t he bush) . 

Metsi a matjha a ntsha a kgale . (Old t h ings a r e 

r epl aced by new one s) . 
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Sehole sa manna se loha , qno . (A 3n make s lans) . 

ro i e 12:~ ek?. e 2 sen~ m hla e . ( rot en otato 

pails tha bag) . 

· s '1. , l er :i iv~ e o r h ~nd final item is n 

adv~ rb whi c. mqy be "' -10 ed b .9 qu;;lL ic-;itive . 

Tl9lo 1~ mo ho ~g 1~ h1. ~iswe fatshe . ( y man ' s 

deat mus be - venged ) . 

:·o If ' ..., "#n n 1 o s1 el~ bo yeng . (A doi:s works for 

itsmster ) . 

. mn1 y1 sa ll e ~ o s hwelP hari ~ · (If t e sho 

pinche s , s ay so) . 

~ qn~ v l eka'la o SQ~aya la leke ke . (Like fa e r 

like s on) . 

ts~j a . a .e r eto . dit o ) . 

,~~n~ y~ k~nves e s e b0nala ka ho o a . {A motherl ess 

child is not wel l ca red 

for) . 

sana .a olodi . (Children of 

he sa~e fa _il~ share t hi ns) . 

Se lare s~ h) ~ S G j ekv oh : a letsholo . 

s ant ri e~d a r e s een on na tion 1 a s . 

ba jel _its3nen ~ e l e nn we . 

(C ·il reno~ -re sa~e f , il ~q t ou of he 

s ~ e not . 

The tbjec 11A h~ve ~ r e i a e bu:lt on as s ive 

for11 o e ver b i C'"'Se i s r egul rly follo ed 

by q co ul?. ive ex r ess·n e qe;en • In few c ses, 

e l :i r is ollowe b· a ualific.:=it ive . 

~ok~ e 1 s . ke i ok a . (Grea thin .shave small 

beg· nnings) . 
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Noka e tl~t sw3 ke mel ~tswRna . ditto ) • 

Sekgukguni s e b~nva ke s ebatal adi . ( Ther e is never a 

stalker without a croucher ) . 

Tlou ha e s itwe ke m~r walo (~ver y pers0n is st r ong 

enou~h to carry his burde n) . 

MR r abe o j ewa ke b~nq , ( Fa rdnt s sa crifice on behalf of 

t he ir children) . 

R~ka l e shwetswe ke ~olebo . (He ha s lost his supporte r ) . 

Sehwet e s e t jhe kwa ke J,:el o . (The heart chooses its own ) . 

Ngat1 e tl3ngwn ke ~ong a yon3 . (Ever v one can man~ge 

h i s own affairs) . 

Nama ne e nyekwa ke 1Lr.n yon2 ( A mother i s t he best f f: rson 

t o car e for he r chil dr en) . 

Seso se :non-:i.te ;1a s e ngwauw:i. ke mong a sona . 

(~en love in t he~selves wha t t hey ha t e i n others ) . 

The copulative is a lso f ound 3s a s econd element after 

nomina l infinitives functioning a s subje ct of t he r r o ~osit ion . 

Ho t sa~3yn ke ho bcn 3 . (~r avel t eache s) . 

Ho hol q ke ho bona . ( J ne never stoos lea rning) . 

Ho f a ke ho ipehel a . (Gi vi n~ i s s avinq f or oneself ) . 

Ho f ana ke ho ipehel a . ditto ) . 

Ho s e t s ebe ke l ebote . ( I ~nor ance is a pai nf ul t hing) . 

Ho ya ka d ikgoro hq s e ho lahla na . (Going in diff er ent 

direct ions is no per manent 

parting ) . 

Ho t jhet jha ha r amo ha s e ho ba l eha . ( v'lhen a r am r etrecttS: 

it i s not running away) . 

Ho t jhet j ha ha phel eu h3 s e ho ba l eha . ( ditto ) . 

It is also f ound aft er ordinar y nouns f unctioning a s 

subject , and whi ch a r e idantifidd with another object , v~ich 

roay be qualified by a succeedin~ qua lificative . 
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Felo ke o ho . ( he eart is t e ma n ) . 

Kgotso ke na a . ( , ea ce is . r os , er ity ) . 

1osadi ke nor e a . ( 

·1or ena e ba ho . ( .'o 

w n is r es pe cte by a 1) . 

eo l e , no cbief ) . 

T la ke mon 

i' olo i ke ya 

a ~o se . (S ar v ion is ever 

s:. er e -=- · (: sor cer er i s o 2 

bee n cau -..ht) . 

r esen ) . 

ho has 

o s e ke k e s i ya ~ sea . home s ead is ul l of 

difficulti es ) . 

Lefa s he ka l e ii ~ ko oi . (Th 2 world t ur n s r ound) . 

I a f ew i n anc es on2 . oun is i de ntif ied wi h two 

dif er ent objec s , expr esse by co ul a tiv es . 

'.onono ke mohodi e u an - . ( niche s a r e s or - l i v e ) . 

o se ke . ar u l a ke oma ya morha on~. (Do no wash 

ir linen in ublic ) . 

Bor ena ke kJat i , ke n l ol ane ya nt l l e . ( hif a 

.. ay o f r o t . e o e o 

4 . 2. 3 • T er e a r e a nQ~ ~r of r overbs in whi c t e s ub j~ 

is not ex r e ss ed , and in h i ch he first el eme n is 

co ul a i e f ollowe ya qual ificative . 

Ke tshe e ya e - i sa - none . ( He is a . islea er ) . 

Ken~ ya se o ea kobon . ( He is a r eache r o ~r ~o~ . 

Ke n ~ e sibo o swen0 • (He is an un r eful ~r son) . 

Ke n ja a selomR mok oki . di to ) . 

Ke du o y moe a - nosi . ( e is a fri 2ndl ess erso ) . 

Ke s e swall e s l en ol e . 

e o jodi o o s e s e 

i s a weak fri en s hi ) . 

s wa . ( He is an unrelia l e 

er son ) . 

Ke otlo wa o s ala . ( I is ar en ctl com as sion 



- 125-

Ke naledi e tlasa kgwedi . (He i s t he chief ' s favourite). 

Ke rnanon i nyana '•la ser.an.q beng . ( He is an upstart) . 

The fi r s t ele~ent mey be a qual i f ica tive pr onoun 3nd 

not a copulative as above . 

Ya dutsen~ hole lefa ha a le j e . (He who is f ar off 

does not get the inher i t anc~) 

Ya hl abang yabo ha a tseki swe . (He who slau~hter s 

his cow is not stopped) . 

E hl abang ha e bope . (The one that gores doe s not 

bellow) . 

~e jang ha s e tlohe . (A carnivorous an i mal does not 

depart at once ) . 

Ts e j ang di a r ora . (Carn i vorous ani mals roar) . 

Ya s eng ha e t swane . (Those of a party are oft en 

partial) . 

Se sa fe l eng sea hlol a . (That which does not end 

f or ebodes evil ) . 

Se bonwang se bonwa ke bohle . {~hat is worth seeing 

is seen by all ) . 

The s ubj ect may not be expr essed but refer r ed t o by 

its s ub ject concord . I mper sonal subject concor ds a r e 

a lso found in t hi s context . 

Ha e shwa e a r a ha . (:Then it di es it ki cks ) . 

Ea s hwa ~ahe a bol e . ( I t d i es and the e ggs rot ) . 

Ha di shwe ka hlwa l e l e l eng . (They do not a ll die 

of the same snow) . 

Ha di t enwe ke meja . ( I f one is tir ed of a pl a ce , 

he i s at liber t y t o move) . 

E t hal a e boel a mos ehlelong . (On e may ret r ace one ' s 

steps homewards ) . 
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Ha di beane manalela . (They do not give one another 

a start) . 

E sale l enyane , holo di sa tla . (These are beginnings , 

gr eat things ar e yet to come) . 

Bo t sholwa bo tjhesa , bo tsohe bo fodile . (Tempers 

cool down with time) . 

Ha le fete kgo~o le je motho . (Sacrifice a beast 

and save a soul ) . 

Ha ho t s.a fuma nwang di tonositse , ( Nothing va luable 

is easily obtained) . 

A f ew prover bs involve simple conditi onal clauses . 

The main sta,t,em&nt or the a podosis is in t he indicative 

mood , while the protasis , which is introduced by the 

conjunction ha , (if/when) , is in t he participial mood . 

Ha o otla nt ja , e tla betla meno . (If you beat a do g , 

it will bare its teeth) . 

Katse ha e le siyo , tweba di a hlanaka . (Mice play in 

the absence of a ca t) . 

Tsa tsi ha le tjhRba , t aba di a bolela . (Sunrise expose~ 

all ) . 

Fhokojwe e pata mohatlA ha e tshela moedi . (One behaves 

differently in a strange 

pl ace) . 

form . 

I n a few cases , the pr overb begins with a vocative 

Lef atshe , ngamoha ke kene . (Earth , open up and 

swallow me) . 

Kgomo , boela haeno , o hodile . (Old friends ar e the best), 
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Moe i , to heso re je ka wena. (Stronger soma to our 

lace that ~~ mayes t throug you) . 

t shabe, ke tl e ke o shabe . ( espect is r e ci rocal) . 

Hla tsinyane, se i horise bohale. (Do not bl ow your own 

trumpet) . 

Hla _i , f ela era a , et si a shele o a bona . 

Cl en ti es r e bad , one ea ts what one would not 

n ally eat) • 

UlJ.D'l<).8 r"' V r .r ma.de u o~ two arallel 

s.t.a.t.ements in a juxt a osed osit "on . Such state ents 

a re contras ing in si 0 nificance , in tha the firs ay 

i ndi ca e he op_os·t e of the second , and vi ee versa . They 

may i nvo lv e ide ica -arts o s ee ch a noun or 

co ound noun · n 

anot er n 11 or o. 

e fi rsts aterrent bein con r asted ith 

und noun in the second o e ; pre ica ~ 

wi h re ica e , an o jec wi h an object , and an a verb 

wi h an adv erb . They may be long or s hort, dependin on 

the arts of s eech ha ar e i valv ed in each section of 

the c ntras air at cons titute the r overb. hese ay 

be indi cated a foll ws : 

( a) Contrasting r ed ica es : 

Di a bela , di a hlweba . (Kingdoms wax and wa ne ). 

Di ele , di orao . o not burn your boas behind 

ou ) . 

Ho bua ha se ho hetha . ( r eat t alkers are never 

gr eat doers ) • 

. ase dijo ke lakana le a raha . (There is a r eat de 1 

of food) . 

Bo tsholwa bo jhesa , bo sohe bo fodil e . (Tempers co 1 

down wi. th time) . 
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(b) Contrastinf Objac~s : 

N~c1k.1 2 r u~'\13 a.ihlare , -:1ejo ha e e rutwe . ( tt doctor 

is tau~bt medicin~ , but not the cha r ges) . 

Di ~wel e ~-he , ho setse dikqqket la . (Th ey have drunk 

t~8 ~-~s , only the sh~l l s remain) . 

E bon ~ ~1hc, lerrba lon1 ha e le bone . ( It sees the 

e~~s , no t t~e tra p) . 

Lit~ba <e ~s1 na habed i, wa bor a r o o l eshano . (Two is 

co~rany, thr ee i s not ) . 

L-o 1:l ·=. t jha "-:on,:;- ho sale molora . ( The wood will burn, 

only a sh wi l l r ema in) . 

:r . nfr : Di e bottel sal bar s . 

,o bea ditho ~o ~lqhisa kgomo . ( Pat i ence is a virtue) . 

(c) Contr Bstin~ ~dverbs : 

iiokgw~ o tswo ~tlokgo l o o ye ntlwa neng . (Inf erior s 

cory t he ir sureriors) . 

l~omo e tshwa r w3 kH dinaka , motho o tshwarwa ka 

diruo . (A~~~ is cau~ht by his own words) . 

~ se ke ·-1~ betss ~n l e jwe , hi:i ho b etswa ka kga pane . 

(~o in ~ome as ~o,e does ) . 

(d) Cont~asting Suhjects and Ob j ects : 

Lerotla - rotla 1° jR k~omo , lesis itheho l e ja ~odi . 

(i\:aka haste s lowly) . 

I'-oiket.si '1a R llelwe , ho llelwa r.ioetsuwa . ( lie who 

i gnor es advice i s not pitiad , 

th~ ill- adv i sed is) . 

Moetsuwa ha a leb-:i.: e: , ho l ebala 11oetsi . ( The victim 

does not forget , the a ~ent does) . 

r1ejo ha e r ut3nwe , PO r utanwa di tlhar e . ( Every man 

i s the ~rch i tect of his own 

fortune) . 
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( ._ ) Contrastinr-- Su'" iec s ,ind Fre dicates : 

B1:: lo 1 . •i f =l : , tLot;:_i e S3le . ( Speed ends , the 

dis~qnce r ema ins ) . 

~;oren3,... a sJ--.,·~, bi-cso le sale . (A chief dies, the 

r.£1me r ema ins) . 

i-.·1 : .. s ~•hn r f0 :o , rnmetso ke patolo . ( The hands a r e 

we~ik , but he is a gl ut t on) . 

!'nil~ k .::- ik:; , ':'lc1 j3- kf;Obc . (He pr etends to be bet ter 

thBn w:-rnt he i s ) . 

F _ l ::::i e "1.1tl • , :---:·1ele o bonolo . ( The h e~r t is str ong ,- -

the body i s w~ak) . 

Th-=:r~ ;:; :--s a f ~w rr".>verbs in which a comrar i s on is drawn 

betw 0 en ~h~ sub~ect ~f t~e rrorosition , and some other 

obj t:C t •, i th sirdJ 1r ~r. ,:ir,ct Aristi cs . The s imile , which 

fcll"wE tte r r ~d:~~te , is introduced by the manner - comparative 

F'·.1• sh-1 :-=: d::. k;J - :-: i. 1n i·,,--11 {ka l8oto l a kolo i. 

('-.,:· '-- ;r':.r tur:1s ri:,u:1.:i like the wh ee l o f a wagon) . 

C tsa"l•'.l/,: j·..;,..l ( k·J rietsi a sa k?-;athal eng . (1-ia neve r 

~=:s tir~d o f wa l kin~) . 

As with idioT.s, th ar5 n r e a number of pr over bs t hat 

Ar e of r Ec~nt ori gin . So~e of them include elemen t s of 

th•:: 1-.r;"!.itP> ... ,rn 1 s cult.ure , 1.·lhil2 other s s eem to be of 

Sef1 e s e tsejw~ k1 d itholwa na . ( A t r ee is known by 

i t s f r uit) . 

Cf . ~atthew , Chap . ? , ver s e 20 . 

Felo e matl~ , m~cl ~ o bonolo . ( The heart i s s tro n~, 

the body is weak) . 

Cf . ~a tthew , Char , 26 , v erse 41 , 
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Dikgomo ke banka ya ~osotho . (Cattle are the bank of q 

',fo sot ho) . 

F ere a wa e ena 1 e ::1aoto a mane . ( To err i s hum3n) • 

Fhoso e tsamaya le mohatisi . ditto ) . 

Bohloko ba seeta bo utluwa ke leoto . (The pinch of the 

boo t is felt by the foot) . 

Tshweu hq di tswane . ( vhite men do not give each other 

away) . 

Leke;etho ke kgot so l e bor oko . ( :Pay your t axes and r emain 

in peac e) . 

In so~e of these exampl es , it is interesting to note 

t hat the new form is oatter ned on the old one , alongside 

which it exists : 

Cf : Tshweu ha di tswane . ('.;h ite men do not give each 

other away) . 

Ya seng r.a c tswane . (Those of 3 pa r ty are often 

rarti al ) . 

Ha ho pere e sa kgoptjweng . (To err is human ) . 

Ha ho oits 1. epe e sa kgo pt jweng . ( ditto ) . 

Some prover bs have unusual ~r arnmatical f or ms . I n 

others , forms thAt a r e now obsolete in t he language are 

still preser ved , whil e the archaic words that are found 

in a few, serve to r emove them to a fa r Rnd di stgnt p.-:ist . 

These features are illustrated by the f ollowing exampl es ; 

Bohwera ha bona mol3i . (Thi eving pr opensities are 

incurable) , 

Boroka boa duma . (Things a r e f avourab l e for you) . 
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Although the nouns bohwera 3nd boroka arpear in the 

dictionary with the meaning of "company of boys at circum

cision" , 3nd "crowd , noise , joy", r espectively, they are 

hardly ever used in present - day language . The verb stem 

~' on the other hand , is used with the meaning of 11 r esoun-.! , 

make a noise", a s of lightning . Compar e the Northern Sotho 

meaning a s a~ainst that of Southern Sot ho in : 

N. Sot ho : Ke duma nama . ( I yea r n fo r meat ) . 

S . Sotho : Ke l~katsa nama . (ditto) . 

Motse ke kget s i ya mB sepa . ( Dirty linen is not washed 

in public) . 

Cf . Tswana : Kgetsi, (a bag) , and S. Sotho : mokotla , (a bag) . 

Motse ke marutla , ke koma ya mophatong . (Do not wash 

dirty l i nen in public } . 

Morena ha a tene moduopo . (The king can do no wrong) . 

The forms marutl2 , meaning deserted villa~es, and moduo po , 

a type of loin covering made of ox tripe , a r e both a r chaic . 

Pharela banneng ha e hlole . (Many hands make l ight 

work) . 

Her e , the noun pharela from fa r el a , meaning t he inability of 

a cow to calf , with the result that men have to assist it 

by pulling the c3lf out , is unusual in the sense that 

although strengthening ha s taken place , final -~ h?.s not 

been replaced by -~ . In this connection , compare also : 

Pha - badimo o ja nabo . (He who gives t he gods eAts 

with them) . 

Words of Nguni ori~in are evident in the fo llowing examples : 

Ha ho ~ hlok3 gala . (Ther e is no man without blemish) . 

Kgoba le rekwa ka ho bonwa . (Do not buy what you h~ve 

not fir st seen) • 
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Cf : indoda, ( a man) ; icala , (a law suit) , and ikhuba , 

(a hoe) . The l a tter also appe~rs as goba : 

Qoba l e r ekwa ka ho bonwa . 

Ther e is al so a strikin~ similarity between some of 

the So.u.t..hern Soth~ prove rbs , and those of the neighbouring 

Bantu languages: 

S .Sotho : Fela e ne e hloke mohatla ka ho romeletsa . 

Zulu : 

(The dassie l a cked a tail by sending other s) , 

Imbila yaswel ' wnsi l.a ngo~le~Qla.. 

~ tbo; K.g_al apa di a buseletsana . 

(One good t urn deserves another) , 

Zulu : Imikhomb ' iyenanana , 

(ditto) , 

S . Sotho: E a shwa , m~he a bole , 

(It di e s and the eg~s r ot ) . 

Xhosa : Yakufa , ama qa nd ' ayabol ~. 

(ditto) . 

S , Sotho : Bitso- l ebe ke seromo , (A b3d name is an omen) . 

Tswana : Ina - lebe ser omo . ditto ) . 

S. Sotho : Kgomo ya l ebe se ha e itswale , (A good milker does 

not beget itself) , 

41',waua: 

N. Sot ho : 

Ena - mashi ga e itsa l e . 

E maswi ga s i tei l e , 
" 

dit to ) • 

ditto), 

S , Sotho : Moketa ho tsoswa o itekang , (God helps those who 

help themselves ) . 

N,Sotho : Kgomo go tso~wa ye e lekago . (ditto) . 

S 1 Sotho : Thamahane ha di r obale mmoho , (Two of a trade 

s eldom agree) , 

N, Sotho : Bahlale babedi ga ba fohlelane peba . (ditto) , 

s . Sotho : Eo i wana badula- mmoho , ( Those who stay together 

often ~uarrel) . 

N.,SOt.ho ; Kgomo go hlabana tse ~aka l e t ee , (dit to) . 



It is possible th~t th e v qrious Ba ntu- speakin~ t r ibes 

hnd these P.nd si~ilar pro verbs in common b efor e they 

s epa r ated into v3rious gr oups . The same ma y be sa id of 

si~ilar idioms . Alternatively , they wer e borrowed by on~ 

group from another . At the s ame time , however , ther e are 

also pr overbs th~t ~re c0mmon to both the Bantu and 

European l anguages , such a s Southern Sotho : 

Ngwana ya tjheleng o tshaba l e i fo , and English : 

A burnt c~ild dreads t ~e fire . 

Kgomo e pjhehisa ~ong a yona , and Afrikaans : 

Die baas maak die plaa s . 

In such cases , t her e ca~ b e no possibility of a co~mon 

or igin or mutual in:luen ce , i n that the groups conce rned 

a r e cultur ally distinct . The r r overbs concerned a r e a 

r esul t of tbe hum~n ~ind ~nd experi ence at various t imes 

And places . Hum8n nature is basically the snm~, and the 

thought proc S 6S thqt go on in the hwnAn mind , courled 

with huma n expzri~~c~ , ~ay be express ~d alike in differ ent 

part s of the world . 

4. 2.47 . Althou~h nr overbs do not change their form , it is 

not eworthy that t he f orms g iven by Jankie and Se ke s e 

respe ct ivel y , P. re not a lways identical . P.ere a r e ex3mples 

of such cairs with Jonkie ' s fo r ms given first : 

Jankie : :Jtja - pedi ha ~ hlolwe ke phokojwe . (Many hands 

m~ke light work ) . 

bekese : Ntja - pedi ha di hlolwe ke phokojwe . (ditto) . 



-134-

Mokgwa o t~ ntlokgolo ~ ntlwaneng . (Inferior s copy thei r 

superiors ) • 

Molao o tswa ntlokgolo ~ ntlwaneng . ( ditto ) . 

Bohlale ha bo ahe tl ung e l e nngwe . (Scienc e and religion know 

no bounds) . 

Bohlale ha bo hahe fill£ e l e nngwe . ( ditto }. 

Mafutsana a llelan~. (The poor help one another} , 

Mafutsana a llel ana letseets e . ( dit t o) , 

Tlaila le tlailela mor ena , (Do not be afraid to nake mi st akes 

so that thev may be cor rected) . 

Tlaila l e , lailela moreneng . ( ditto) . 

Tlou ha e sitwe ke ~orwalo . (Ev-ery per son has enough str~ngth t o 

carry his bur den) . 

Tlou ha e sitwe ke mer w8lo . ditto) . 

E bona mahe , ha e bone leraba . (It sees the eggs but not the trap) . 

E bona mahe , l eraba l ona ha e le bone . (ditto) . 

~ le rekwa ka ho bonwa . (Do not buy what you have not first 

s een ) • 

Kgoba l e r ekwa ka ho bonwa . (di tto) . 

Kgomo e tshwarwa ka dinaka , motho ka dipuo . (tt man is caught by 

his own words) . 

Kgomo e tshwarwa ka dinaka , motho o tshwarwa 1,!:l dipuo . (ditto) 

Tsatsi - l eholo l e ntsha kwena bod ibeng . (A rich man has become 

poor ) . 

Tsatsi l e l eholo le ntsha kwena bodibeng. (ditto) 



Phoko j we ho ~held e itebelang . (A wa ry jackal ~ay live 

l ong) . 

Pela ho rhel~ e itebelang. ditto) . 

Phokojwe ho ohela e dir ets e . (One must work in order 

to live) . 

Phokojwe ho k~ora e diretsenyana . ditto ) . 

Sehlapi s e s~wela mets ing . (Avo id d~nger ous pleasures). 

Sehlapi s e bolawa ke metsi . ( ditto ) . 

Mme sa - mohlwane ha a panye . (V ictory r equires watchful 

ca r e} . 

Mmesa- mohlwane ha a fanye . ditto) . 

The existence of such pairs is unfo rtunate , and has opened 

the wRy for a danger ous tendency which , if not nipped in the bud, 

may have disastrous consequences f or Southern ~otho pr overbs . 

As it is, nobody can sreak with authority as t o t he correctness 

or otherwis e of such alternative forms , which wer e recor ded 

by some of the first ind i ~enous writer s in t his language . 

InformAnts are equally divided on them ; some uphold Jankie 's 

and dismiss Sekese ' s, and vice versa . In the midst of this 

wrangling , further alternative pairs , recorded inside and outside 

Basutoland , a r e qui etly cr eeping in , with modern prudishness 

be i ng an additional contributing f actor. These ar e a s fol lows: 

Ntj a -ped i ha di hlolwe ke phoko j we . 

Nt j a na - pedi ha di hlolwe ke sebata . 

Bohlal e ha bo hahe ntlo e l e nngwe . 

Bohlale ha bo dule tlung e l e nngwe . 
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Fh;1rsla b ,nr -n::- .--.~. -2 hlol 0 . 

fharela b~nnanz ~s c sit~ . 

J SA 1~ lcny~n~ , holo d: s~ tla . 

S s, l-2 djny1'1-2 , i.0~0 di s3 tla . 

Kgorl'J ha -:: !lL bol0Lc·tv0 ".<.::.ofel a . 

1~ono h1 ~ ~rst~ bolok~e kaofel3 . 

Thi~ dnr-~...:. r ous te:ndencv ;"'!u~t be ni-cred in the bud; otherwise 

Southern S--th0 rr0v _r bs · :=1y be so .·mt <.! r ed doW!l as to lose all 

th~ir s8lt . hs fnr 1f tt~ J~nki~ - Sak2s2 forms 3r~ concarnad , 

ther ~ is iust nothin~ tt~t c~~ b2 d~ne &bout t hem . Thev will 

h1.ve t,o .:;o .-rn E'Xist:r.,g- si~:: hy sid ~~ ~s "llt2rnatives which '!lust 

be nA~ter ~d by All ~~c Jr e concerned wit h Southern Sotho . 

This ~~rlies ~5rticul?rly to t 8achers , school inspectors and 

r eaders of ~anusi:rir-ts , ·.v~o :-iay n')t .q l\-1a ys be aware of the:n , and 

who ~ay t~u~ b~ inc!ined tJ insist on those that occur in their 

O\·m s rc:ecr. or loc1li ty . 

- . 2 .4 3 Fin~lly , from th: roint of view of their content , maele , 

i . e . id ioms ~nd pr overbs, dXt end over the s ama genar al field , 

but with diff er f:;n t erirhasis and signific~nce . Idioms , which a r e 

1ainly concern ed ~ith action , depjct and describe the va rious 

a ctions, states , 1nd b~hav i our of people under various circum

st,nces . They derict sociql nor ms and patterns , and a r e tinged 

with ,1 sense o!: hu-nour , inclu,cli ng inst ance s of euphemism : 
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l-io ::p r ~lc: :-1otr.'J kobo . (T o hlo-:n-rha a person) . 

!-io bnt:11-: ror .. o . 

(To donate food for a soc ial 

OCC3Sio n) . 

(7o ba in a fRmily way) . 

~~ tshol1 tlh~~c ~orong , (To run awBy) . 

They dr1w fr eely ~r~~ the r ao pl J ' s cultur e and histo r y , a nd 

describ e hu~a~ diSfJSition ~nd abstract ideas i n a ver v ~r anhic 

(To give wav to sor row) . . . 

1-;:) m·n,h,, la 1,t.s:-,-:ek~e . (1'o run a s fast as 1~tshwekge).. ... 

!-'. J ba k2;omo Y'-:. sckenwa k.::\ r"lahohl -9 . ( 'I'o be .q kind per son) . 

ro bA k~w1b~ ls meth~ti yohle . (To be q j a ck of all 

trAdes , master of none ) . 

Ho utl1·1.:1 kg tjh tj!"l-: e Let~ . ( To l ea rn from rumour) . 

Because of t his , tt •y t ~uc~ t hoE? bqs~c and fundam ental native 

th~t h is ~tol e bein~ h~s been tickl ed and excit ed . But they 

have no ct~pth ; n0 r do h2y eve r constitut e a basic commentary 

on th ~ v~ri ~~s ~ctic~3 thqt t hey describe . Thi s a s pect is 

left t o th2 rroverbs . 

Be ing wha t we h9v~ C9lled distilled words of wisdom , 

Southern Jotho rroverbs constitute t he philosophy of life of t h e 

Sotho . Their wr.ol 6 life ?. nd thought is r eflected in them. 

As A qr oup , th~y 8mbody thei r most basic t r aditiona l values , 

which ar e the findin~s of p~st gener a tions in the str uggle for 

existenc e . In :i com:i-:uni t·j th:=.it could neither r ead nor wr ite , 

tt.ey constituted the unwritte~ l aws of the people , And whose 

force ,..,qs pcrhaJ:'s stronger th.::rn th;:it of written ones elsewhere , 
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in t h-,t 95 "rov_rb s , t ~ey hJd th2 s;nction and arpr oval of the 

co--:1unity ·.~ ~ 1·:r-.:ile , oc1c·:use of this , th2y touched the 

gener-=?ri')n , .,ti,..h i~ '::s-t wi':h its own r eculiar pr oblems , in 

its stru~~lc f1r ,xist ne e . A wisa man l earns fro~ tre experience 

of _th'= rs , 

.:'hey roint the 

Sotho , is cont ained i n t heir pr overbs. 

i~ is on2 of h~r d qnd cle~r thinking, 

hR r d re1sonin~ ~,J }--rd wnr~ , followed b y yet mor e har d work, 

b;; ~ C:'"! neo11..: c-:n L.v · 0 1., r ul_·, lit r .:1ted. hu:n:1n beine;s , who 

d · "end on tr.c"'ls .?lv '" s .·,t.r .; r t:--➔::. o .. other s , Th '= ancient l•Io.so.tho 

(J..;j_t -: r~lly : J-iv1:: i7lc:, ·1v- -,,-, j- t irin-~, 9 r s r son is satisf ied 

This is~ fun~q~ . -: ~rutt , 1nd trutr. hurts somet imes . 

out .i.-:. is 1nly trut) '' r . . t w:11 set ye- ·;_ f r ee . " Ther e i s nothing 

t r.in~s frn~ o ther s . C')nv~rsel y , ther e is not hing mor e ma nly , 

,or e re~8 r din~ 1~d uplifting t h .n tt~ qbility and will in~ness 

to t-:ttle with li~~ ' s rrobl?~s , qnd overcome t hem . Nothing of 

v~lue is e:sily ob:.:qined , r.:id ;:} is is wh:.:t t hs c'< nci2nt s t each 

us when they siy : 

n9 ho tse r~~1nwan - di tonosi tsc . 

In the ~t ru~gl e f or eYi stence a nd s elf- hel p , an i dea that 

i s embeded even in ~itshomo , ona should r ememb er tha t people can 

never be ~qual or c~~. l etely t he s ~me in ~11 r espects : 
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Ba o :'! 1. l -2k1 r.e e s e . .1:mo . 

( L · er r:lly : e _.-. r e no qu P. l , th ey not be in ~ eet) . 

u hi s is no ~ c s2 r si in ~ b~ k P.nd doing nothing , for 

no hin 0 be e s o:.· · n . .tP. her s .ou one ut one ' s should er 

t o he w eel ·rn 

' r d h1 

lo o a t· en y , s ~- by ste , as oe s 

by ti : 

r orr q ~ 8 ~ :A s · . l :1 -:. lhokwana k3 nngwe . 

nd in e r oad m.1y seem o nwin 

r tience is 

And ins ~ 

, i eld des·rn e r 2sul s : 

,o 98 di o o abisa kgomo . 

Le oho no o h~s~ e ~l o . 

Kgc o .~ i .. ~ , o lo e . 

hil l all 

virtue , 

hey ea (e s s f r m r e- jud i i ssues , a nd o 

ct·s ca d n ound~d sus ici s y first ex am' nin facts co oly 

a d objec i r~}: s c:pic:.on corrodes e so ul a y embitt er 

lif ne c 1;: s s, ~ l~r : 

Le l .::rny ,c1 ho S -;..j · 1~ n bo s en d i kobo . 

Le s d ke e sh erwen . 
A he sa e i e , .e r -a n s ha r ea a lkers re never 

gr ea doers . nl l .e 0 is 0 bedevil r e l a io s be ween men , 

an r un ol s f ?.ri to the in.oc ent . 

. 0 bu r ha se 0 .e 

or is r a 0 , i - ori ous bo. sting and war - ona-ering should 

e frowned u n ' a 1 i 

0 n e sa a e h 

Fur her, ey c n ain 

o hu an b i n~s every,.,, er • 

be bo gh or . onu a c e • 

es: 

otse . 

damen al lessons t . t a r e a lie.abl e 

he il of human kindness cannot 

is od - i ven . Pelo ke mo ho . 
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n he d s b~ l e ~o r ex is t enc2 , t he s _a rk of h n kindness 

s:ou .ev ~r be · llowed ~o ou . It s ould be 

f :rnn ed o ~w . r ~ st rongl y ~nd us sea Gr e erkness 

u , our , wi t ::. 

oge rer . 

u n be i ng s : 

s~ee en l ife , and br i n ~ n clos er 

- -

Fi n l l ,e ith a d arrow a which Sotho 

l i f e ,::i~ i ons, ct r . win ~ suc cour and s sti anc e 

her enr o . . T. rc; S'"' a e . e o ~ f o 1 - w and or der, e c and 

00 - w . 11 0 :lr s "'le. a 311 i me s . I t wa s o hi s sorely 

ee e o e 2 whe i us r ous oshw shwe , wi h Hlub i 

l ood is ve .:. .. , w s , l e o a r ct r emn nt s of r oken 

r i bes r e U :::,~e of 

h .;1 b a - oo ~ i 1 .. b , __ 

0 so -·- --~ ~ t 

"( l. 0 S::> t<e ' ai 

~ 0 s e .0 9 }-, .• n . 

In a ;:ind s f "' 

jud · c io s C i ~ io 

• g ty e of wr i i 

e ir e r e ss i e ess 

it s es sen i .<:.i l e cl 

9 . outher n So 0 

ove r b s . T e ar e 0 

me :-? l i fe r e ces be 

\.- . da t o .,l S 
' 

.,,. 1-, J r e s e 

se 

-no r a e i . 

ski led :;. nd 

0 i di oms ~nd 

s C a r ?. c 

s n e;:i bl e , 

li~ ility , 

is mount in f or t r ess at 

Sotho na i on : 

s ensitive crAft s 
' 

a 

r overbs , can r esult in 

eristic only of he reat . 

an iv e s t o h l ngua ._ e 

whic is seco d 0 none . 

es no t dist inguish between idioms a nd 

called ael e . But t ere re funda -

ee .. e from the point of view of for m 

and s i ni ic ~nc 3. er e s i io s r e based on a verb and ay 
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be us ed with vAr ious subjects, proverbs a r e b3sed on a noun 

or subj ec t concor d =.nd are fixed . ?hev a r e dida ctic 3nd 

t each A mor Rl l esson . n numb~r of them h 3ve ~lternative 

f or ms, and these ~ust be ~~ster ed by 111 who ar e c onc erned 

with Southern Sot to . Further alt ernative f orms th~t a r e qu iet l y 

cree pin~ in must be ~i r ped in tha bud ; otherwise Southern Sotho 

proverbs m~y lose t he ir sa lt . 
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V 

( so s) . 

J. e e ;::rE: ' n Sou hsrn Sot ho , a number of songs which , 

ac cordin t'J c S de , " canst i ut e he l yr i c q d dr e1matic 

oet r 0 ~n u . Il l Thi s oe r in he or m of son s , is 

e ssen i Jll <:J t e , erson .l ~nd sub j e c ive . I i s 

de s cr i i e 0f he o s , sorrows , ho ns an a s irations 

of th i ii u t ~y ~ so tr e t of devo i on3l 

h mes, i n :ti~. t r~ em ti n ,l rather t han ho na rr~t i v 2 

elemen s e ~ s • I n it , anc e , . usic and oetry 

~re closely ~ss ci. ed , in t Rt t he l a er is m~ inly 

hor al , h~ s ~ r efr i or chorus , Bnd is i nvari ~ ly 

a cco i e nn - c ?. in , 2 be tin~ of dru s and ~ 

s ~ i n ~ of f ee· o t e ,roun . I is ~1so c qr~ct rise 

s r o r h~ ~ ic conveys s uch l aa sure t o he 

ol d e no on ~ r abl e to a r i ci e , a y 

e see ad eir e ds in unison . en e the ict · o 

0 bin~ ( To sing son'="' y me1 ns of the 

he?. ) . I :s 0 nal i n ori in , ~nd t he CO r.1! U ity 

ei er 0 . ~r s a whol e , or cer ai son -:;, s ,er s ung 

y c e r ri • n ;;; c::; e - gr o u s o ·, , wi t he othe r FeO l e look in~ 

on 9nd wome 1 ·n~ i n i h , itch9d voices . Th s e 

a r ·o s as s n : 11 be re~t ed und er 0 

CA a c ri es na , ~l I Ei C i on son s a nd cer emonia l son0 s . 

l . P . Les r d e : O:.L LI ER TUE , TE~ Br. TU - SFSAKI J 

0 S h F~IC , edited by I . Sc R era, 
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A. ACTION SONGS : 

( i} :/ORK SONSS : 

~~ese wer e sung a t wor k thus a cco~pnnying act i or., 

in order t o incr ea se its effectiveness by setting~ 

continuous p~c~ , or to whil 3 1w3y t he t ed i ousness of 

long worki!1f; hours . It '.!lay be 3dded i n pa ssing th1t 

even to- day vqrious type s of modern work songs Ar e 

stil l conposed a s the occasion demands . For instance , 

r oad- w rkers and other digger s inva riably sing such 

songs to lighten th2 bur den . Tr adi tionally , the 

simplest ty!)e w.qs the continuous humning of a solit:iry 

1o1ork~r ; alternatively , it t ook the for -n of a sing l e 

line wi~t R single vari~tion t h~t was r epaated over a nd 

over c3g::.in : 

?~phe :netsi, Modiehi , 

Hela , ·:od i ahi , mphe metsi ! 

(Please give 11e wa t er Modi(;hi ; 

I s~y ~odi3hi, pl ease g ive me w~ter) . 

Others were sung during com~un:l ~ct ions such as 

hoeine , tanning an ox hide or threshing a nd grinding 

corn . Thes e were char nctcrised by t r.e pr es _nce of 

a l eader , sephok~ who chant ed t he fi r st line and 

wgs then follow2d by others who r s pe~ t ed it after him. 

The song itself was short qnd r e petitive . It r ef erred 

t o the Rctual work beinE done , ~nd invari~bly ended in 

a me~ningless f ?. ! l a ! l 1 t 

l~n e kobo bohlaj~na 

HAR ntshe m~su3 - d ikobo . 

He suh~ kobo diool n . 

Hom! Hor:, ! Ho;!'} ! 
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~nk2 own ~r , claver li l e one , 

tP.k2 OU th e b:?er f'J r 

r.e bLrnke 

he skin . 

mhe ~ re o: he ' or k und er h~nd , di t 1t e ~e r hy rm of 

.e s n _. co 1 b~ slo~ 1nd delib er ~ ~ 3 S above , or 

j i nglin ~ ~sin .oe · ng : 

J din ~o i ko . ne l e ~1 jwe . 

Eo 

~ so r r wfu on e hii ! 

I'he ch· c hin_s h ' 

Th ~ j i n 7 · n g v - o..:. r hJ . :TI ql s o er, . ac ~rised 

l u l1b i es , w. i c . · ar e sl i _~ 1 lon~~r t ~n ha son~s abov ~, 

~- d • tict occ ? s i □ n ~ll: ~ c 2r a in 1 · ne s h 

cer in in er 1 ~ : 

a n.q 1. 11 

we sa "'!. e 1 "t'\o l a 

a 1 ?. o a hol n . 

ot e he r e on of he fi 1nd f i n~l line s . 

( ·•·1· . ,., a 1 e i ... i . 

a ene..: as I visi e : c ,h:=i r ~na 

.1. r r · end s C ild cryin . 
s u side ~nd cla ed my hands . . 

e C i cri es, i kee rs oui et . 

Tell ~or.e r h3 side , 

° C .i r · es i kee s qu · et ) . 
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There ~as 3lso the t pe of work son~ ta consti -

u ed a co. ~en on re a sk bein erf r .ed , or 

co l ain 3 ut t e .::: r 1·re h8t it en il ed, 

includin : \..p ,. - co di ion of e worker :-:ind/ or he cruel t ) 

and ean es 0 hos2 in :l U ho r i y ovar im . his E 

w i ch i 1ri~bl ~ccom .ani ed corn _..rind in WP. S 0 t en 

sun or-chan irls or ne vl marri ed dau h ers- in- 1? 

ding e si , · o i d no ..,e on well i heir others- in-

l aw. Suer so J s wer e usuall much lon~er h n th e ordin~ · 

wor s~ ~s a nd r ef e c ed the 0 n 1 a itud~ of t he 

s in~e r !o ccasional ly imit ted one or o er of h 

charac ers she h~d in mind a s thou h s e were 

solilo u ·s ood exam l e of r is y 2 is iven 

by · s . . hR ·e 3 l : 

" e l ef ee ! Hee , 

Lefu e e i l e ba ho .. a tsi n.,, . 

ef l e ~a yql~ l e siy8 diboko ; 

o a dik 

Re ana b -

:a il dec3th . 

sana r e ana ~1bitl , 

oeketsi 12 halo . " 

la! 1 

ea A S finis .~d . e l e qt atsien . 

e. is evil, i l eaves worms · 

·. e or h s s ea r b j rav es 

, e swear b · elate rlamoeke si , Phalo ad other s) . 

D 

here a re r ee a n ty es of 1nce • son s n1 el 

the o , a r ecre tiona l d;mce fo r en onl 

or y un en only and 

mokgibo anc e for gi rls only . t he firs two, ther e 

"OSAL EO U ' E LEG EE , F. J4 . 
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i s th~ usu~ l l e3dar , s e r ho ko who st 3rts t he s ong i n sol o 

f c1shion , ·,•Lil =; r.1:: oth ,.': r s sin~ t h 2 r efr a in whi ch 'C'un ctuat es 

t he l ead er ' s words . This f ea ture i s not f ound with the girls ' 

mokgibo d"'ncc . 

In t he ~oh0b €~) , t be l eade r s t ?. r ts off in a f a irly high 

oitc t ed vo:c; ~ ~d r ~ttl as off a f ew linas befor e the other s 

join i n with t he ra~r · i n . The l ntt a r is short , usually t wo 

wor d s only , wt ~ct ~r e r e ce~t ed ove r and over R~n in . As they 

s in~ , the d3ncer s sway t~a ir bod i 0s t o and fr~ , and sta~p t he 

gr ound r hyt "~ic lly wi t h th ~ir f ee t . Tt e name s of t he various 

~ohob elo s 1ngs ~r s b~ s ~d on t he r efra in , wh i ch i s the shor t es t 

L ik -··: , 
.L : (Strin ~s , the s~ v8rs) . 

s 1 n . s ·1 r ; f ,J a i j:10 re ' 

(Thi s roor l i t t l e nat i on , 

Tried t o build i t s el f, 

7r i ec to k ~eo al oof f r o~ socie tv 

But wgs ~er ~ly def e~ted by stupi dity) . 

Chorus : Di ki;wel e , mabol ok~ . 

(Stri ngs , t~e s avers ) . 

I n th a ~oookoo2lo , the danc er s clP.p t heir h ~nds in 

unison in ord~r to na inta in rhyt hm. Then t he l ead er chants 

the first f ew line s , whic~ the chorus punctuat ~s wi th the 

r cfra in , ·1 ~ee , waa , h3e ! ·, s haking t he i r bod i e s UF and down 

all t h?. tine . The l ~qder m~y go on i ntroducin~ line a ft ar line , 

th~ ultimAt e nu~ber d a r endi ng on his a bil ity and ingenuit y to 
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compose on t he srur of the 'Yloment . -ih.qt he S'lys is i"'luort,.,nt 

because ha is GYfccted t0 b~ witty , ~nd sey things th3t will 

qmus 3 the 1udienca . Her e Are tw~ ex~mplzs of his words : 

(q) F?.tsr~ le ten~ k~ hodim0 ho m?.ru , 

Le mqtsh?., le m~koti ya makgala . 

R3sek 1ja , ha seotL1 - merutlhwana , 

Ke "'!Onna ya r 8ng hR n utlwa fatsh 0 le opa , 

rl l e otle k8 tlhako tsR mor ao, 

A re tsa p~le di ka ~o f e t a l a tsa boh?.tq . 

(A country ther e is abov~ th2 clouds, 

It hBs la~es , it h~s holes of cr~bs . 

Rasek~ja , th~ jingler of dancinq b~gs , 

Is a man who , on fe alin~ thd ~round touch his feet , 

Kicks it with his hind l egs , 

And says tba fo r e ones would m:1 kc hi:n more ~2rrulous) . 

( b) DikgA- :netsi , b ,rn-=m,q ba ha t>a"'la , 

Dikoko l ofit~2 , banana boMpinonc ; 

Sanya~o , b~nqn1 b2 ka Lesotho ! 

Nkgono , nny~dis3 :~ohw.=1b2. ts2ne , 

Leha q l e mobe o tl3 ntshwAnela . 

Motswala , nketse m~dito ks wale , 

le tapole y2 l ekwel e ha ke butswe . 

Tswela ntl.; motswets e wa hlabula , 

Le k~ntle di a f e ta ditjotje l a . 

( The water - dr 3wer s , the girls of }-Iaa'.11.a ' s , 

The herons , ~pinane and others; 

Choose the one you l ove most , ye girls of Ba sutoland ! 

Grand-nether , l et me marry )fohwabatsane , 

Althouah she is ugly , she will do for me . 

Cousin , take me for a fr ee ~ift, 1 h?v~ f 5llen , 
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IR~~ dagener3ted rot1to ~nd do not ripen . 

Cor'i..:. out , t~ou newly confined ··•om 0rn of summer, 

~vsn outsice thb hsndsom2 keer r~ssing) . 

Here, ,eaning is uppermost , and the le1der achieves 

i t by st~rtin~ his ~ain though~ in tr e first l i ne Bnd 

cornrletin~ it in the followin~ one( s) . Thus in the first 

ex3~ple , tr.e m3in idel of lefntshc , (country) , is 

introduced in the first line 3nd comnl~ted in the secona ; 

then cornes th~t of Rasek~j3 , which is develocad 1~d 

concluded in ~~e succaed in~ ones . Si~il~rly , in the 

second ex~~~le , the idcn of ~irls is dis~osed o~ in th~ 

first ttrea lines ; it is followed in th ~ next tw~ by~ 

rl91 f or ::ohv11bets;rne ' s h3nd in rnrrr in:;e . Then co"'!es 

the ple.c1 to r.is cousin in the n::xt two , 1·1r.ich '.·ff'2 

follow1.:d by tta L'lst pair address~d tJ the newl y 

confined womqn , ,otswetse . Thcr8 is thus~ s~ri2s o: 

inderendcnt thou~hts , c~rnfl?te in the,s~lves , which ;re 

arr1nged one Jfter the other , wjthin one And the sam~ 

song. 

In tha mokribo d~nce , t~~ performer s kn~el on the 

~round nnd kgiba i. e . ·1d:-rnce 11 by mov ing their heads , 

hands ~no shoulders un Jnd down i n keerin~ witr th~ 

rhythm of th~ son~ . ~he l at t er, which i s short and 

reJ')eti ti v -e , is sung by 1 g r ou ):' of girls .-~nd wo'7en nerirby, 

who also cl~r their hands i n unison in or d"r to keeJ:' 

time . The s~ng m~y be one line onl y 1s i n : 

Moren; Sakil~ , ke mang ya tln thi b~ lekgal o? 

( Cr:i ~f Sekil a , who will P-uard thi:> 'l'lount!:!in pass?) 

Al ternPti Vt:: l y , it mriy be ti"O s hor t 1 i nes with s r2fr 1 i n : 
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:ku tseso m~k~olok~ol o , 

Si f-le-r,s~ fu 1 , r.fosotr.o . 

(~~e sh~~~ of my fqnily 1 ~ 3 many hundr eds , 

T~~y b~ c A~~ finistad at t ~a de~tt 0~ q Mosot ho) . 

ThGra ~r~ thr ee ~~ in tyres o! cer eMonia l s on~s 

~h~t ~J still r r ~s er vad 1~0n~ the 82sot~o . These 

r e tha mokor otlo , ~ w~ r - son~ for men only ; Kodi - ya

"1-=:llP , t he dirg2 or l ~'1'J12nt ,1 ticn , which seems to hnve 

be~n sung by worn 3n only , ~nd t~e or ~yer , t ~a pelo , 

rarc icul.rly for~ in , in ~~ich t hd whole tribe 

r•; rt i cir":. ;,d . 0 or""le r 1 T, ther '? we~~ a lso ,vedd ing 

son:rs t~ ~. t. w"'re sunq- nt v1r i ous s tages in the nrocess 

~f ~- -~-~h~s, bob3di , i . ~. t0 negotiat e ~, rria~e 

a ?r6---~- s . ?ut no~ ~ of th0 i nfor n~nt s int erviewed 

o:-. • I ,..,. 

~, h~ve ~11 dis~rf eJr ed , ~nd their 

ho sentsd ma senyelet sA , 

~ia s e nyelat sa ke mrn3o . 

(Darlin~ , sweetheart , I lovad you , 

Things hqve been s ooil ed b y t he sroiler, 

Th ~ spoiler is your mother) . 

~nd i n th~ cqse of the first fruit cer emony of the 

ot~er tribes , th~r e was r eally no cer emony a s such 

.qmong the .Sout hern Sotho . r1.ll tha t h a nnencd 1..,a s thnt 

i f som~body 1 s cr ops ripened b efore those of t he chief, 

h2 h~d to ~ive so~e to the l att er befor e e1tin~ Any . 
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It was not 3 cere~ony 3S such , a nd no son~s were conn2cted 

with it . 

'( a~ MOKOROT:O : 

Ther e is a le?.der who st~rts the son~ , 3nd the oth9rs 

foll ow him in deer throAted voices ho korotl1, 

(to gumble , nurmur) , swinging their bod i es to nnd fro , nnd 

st~~ring the ground rhythmically with their f eet . nS 

thev warm up to their song , a mnn m,y ju~p out of the 

group , r un this wny and that , brandishing his spea r 

manqcin~ly in th~ ~ir , in imita tion of nn encounter wi th 

the enemy in battle . The others then stoo sin~ing a nd 

urge hi~ on , callin~ him by his special n~me such a s 

"Ke;ub e ! Kgube ! K.gube ! " 'I'hereqft er he r eturns to the 

group and the s ong continues . Tradition~lly , the mokorotlo 

was sung only on srecial occasions , such as wh1~ t ha 

chief ~ttended ~ boys ' initia tion ceremony , or r e turned 

with his men frr,m ploughin'; his fi-eld known 9S 11 ':I'shimo 

d
. ,, . ya ira , i . e . 3 field of enemi es . In keePin~ with the 

seriousness of wqr , the senti~ents exrressed by th~ 

wo r ds o: this song are both lofty qnd dign i fied . They 

refer to the role And f ate of 3 man , as a man , who m~y 

die in for e ign lands , in def ence of his f ather- land . 

Ther e , he mqy be buried by the s eboku gr ass , or be eaten 

by vultures : v 

Ngwane moton~ o shwela thoten~ ; 

Bitl3 la ~otho ya marumo , s eboku. 

-~tho w~ ~3rumo ha e epelwe hRe , 

0 erelwP. ditjhabeng ; 

Ere 3 eshwa m1tlaka 3 ~o j e , 

A mo 3pese ka ma~heo , manong . 
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(A □3le c~ild dies in t te veld , 

Th~ ~r ave of a 'Tlan of war is th~ s2boku grass : 

h ~~ n of w, r is not bur i 2d at home , 

rie is bur i~d in forei~n lnnds . 

nno W'."!an he di <J s, tti '➔ v11lture s e rit hi'Tl , 

~hev cover hi~ with their win~s , the vult ur e s) . 

.lot e t .... c a c.1rt. hly ""lanner in 1-.rh ic}-1 tr.~ st i r k r eRliti zs of war 

r-ortr Tyed . r.nd this ffi.'.1V br~ th~ fA t e of nny 1:12l e c~· ild i n 

cor.1.-nun it y . ':'his f-:.t e is intr oduced i n the f irst line , and 

p,r a 1131..d hy 'th~ i deq of r is ?,r r--. v :. in t he second , i . e . deat h 

in t r -,. v•, !.d / buri 11 by t he s eboku gr !l ss . Th3 idea of buria l 

is fu r ther t ?.!cn ur , oev9l o•·:;d <"rnd comrl -::t ed in t}'e neYt four 

synt.1ct ic3 l 1c:ch:n~is · of brim;i:1c• : ~- · .3ubj ect l ast . .11.l t.hough 

these li~~s ~ r~ ~rr~ ~qac =~ vars E ~01•s . ~h~y could ver y wall 

rc1 r :::ll el i de?s tr:~t t'-;_•r <:·xr r es~ ,,culd .'•3rr.?.-cs come out even 

rior e cle?r ly . pAr al l e l yet contr3 sting 

rredic?-t2s n~d Adver bs involvin~ the sqme subj ect in : 

Ha 1 r:H'~lwe ha€! / 0 epelw<'! di tjhabene; . 

(He is not bur i ed a t home / he i s bur i ed in for e i ~n lands} . 

Des~ite the syntqctic1l ~osition of the s econd subject , two 

subjects snd r ~dic~t es appe~r i n ~ si~ilar ly b1lanced , pa r allel 

f or m in : 

t~AtlAka q -no ja / .q mo ape s e •••• •• rnanong . 

(The vultur2.s e~t him / t hey cov er him • • •• •• t he vultur es) . 

Ther e seems to be a not e of t end er ness i n t he sec~nd part , 

a s i f t 0 blunt the sting , f dea th , by t he vul t ures aff or ding 

hi~ pr ot ective cover in~ wit h the ir wings . I t i s thus cl ear 

f r om th3se lines that t hought, nrranged i n a parallel, bal anced 

f or m, i s urp~r most . In ot her wor ds , what is ba sic , is t hou~ht-

ar r ~ngement r a t her than w0r d- arra n~ement . 
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(b ) KODI - Yn - MALLn : 

The dirge or lam2nt , was sung :::ift er the deat h of 8• loved 

one . It seems to h3ve been sung by women only a widow 

who had lost her husband , or a ~ir l who had lost a b r oth0r . 

~en do not seem t o have indul~ed in lamentations , and nev er 

f eature i n them as singers . They were s~ng about, and not 

vice versa . This is pr obably in keeping with the ~otho 

saying t hat a man is a sheep , he never cri es : 

I~nna ke nku , ha a ke a lla . 

The dir ge itself is .'!lade up of s ever al stanzas , which 

are clear ly divisible i nto a l eader and a chorus . It is 

chara cterised by five ma in featur es as f ollows : 

(a) ,,n ea rly identifi cation of the chief mourner , who sings 

the lead ing part , and i ntr oduce s the ba sic not e and 

i dea a sense of l oss tha t is susta ined by a 

reFetition of identical words in success ive lines , 

which ar e linked together structural ly and meaningfully . 

(b) n hei ghtenin~ of the sense of l oss by th e chorus , which 

r epea ts it, while a t the same time introducing a not e 

of contr a st . 

(c) The r e - appear ance of the l eader with her initi al line , 

followed by her unbeli eving mind in the death of her 

l oved one . 

(d) ~ pulling together of the various strin~s by t he crorus , 

whi ch hei ght ens admiration f or the de ceas ed , and 

combines its s entiments with those of the leader to 

envelop everybody in gloom and misery . 

(e) The use of a few archaic and obsolete wo r ds like~ 

f or ntate , (my f ath er) , And hloma for nahana , 

(think/ su ppose ) . 
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Leader : Ke mohihi , mosala - su in, 

Ke ohihi , mo sa la - al apa l en . 

~na k _ setse hokae? 

a rar e ke s e se l e man ? 

am stu id erson ho re~ains in r ins , 

I a. a stu id ers•1n who r emains in a b r e , o en 

field . 

i .ere do I re ain? 

f a ber , wit. who do I r emain?) 

C orus : Ha eshwa bat o , ra sala le rnang ? 

E. felr.i bathe, ho sale dies ·"l l3 . 

Ha fela banna, ra sala le mang ? 

( _ eo le died ?. nd with who do e remain '') 

eo le de arted and only weaklings r emain . 

rteal en de _ar t ed , with whom d0 we remain 

Leader : e ~oh i i, mosP. la- su ina , 

a le ele se makobotelo, 

afing ke ya ; 

Ka tsetsekwane ke a nanya, 

e hloma itlela, 

Ke hloma a itswela tsholong . 

a a stupid ers n wh remains in ruins . 

the has com letely set , 

To the door O j 

0 ti - oe advance s owly , 

osing hi. comin 

osin him re urnin f r o t e hunt) . 

Chorus : a eshwa batho , ra sala le mang? 

Ha es a batho , ra sala su in · 

a es wa ba o , ra sala oala . aleng . 

? ) 
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( Feo ple died , witli ·t1hom do we remain ? 

Feople di ed , we r emained in ruins , 

People died, we r emained in 3 bar e , open field)~ 

1,part f r om emphasising the death of real peopl e , batho. 

which is on a par with banna , men , as against the r emaining 

weaklings, di e sola, th e final three lines of t he chorus 

are now virtually identical, and incorporate all the adver bs 

used by the leader at the beginning. These lines are .once 

more united by an equal distribution and balance of thought : 

The deat h of rea l men/ rtema ining in an unprot ected 

state . 

In effect, the last two line s of the chorus mer ely echo the 

first one , with but slight adverbial modifications a t the end 

This stylistic dc?vice has th -a effect of hei1sht eni ng the 

pr ev~iling void in which all t lie singers find themselves . 

In this connection t oo , note t he use of the locative adverb 

r alapal eng, from the noun l epalapala , (a bare field ), which 

appears in t he saying : 

Kgura e behetse lepalapaleng. 

(rt patridge has laid its eggs in a bare field , i . e . a 

dangerous pl ace ) . 

Hence : 

Ha eshwa batho , ra sala palapaleng . 

(People died and we r emained in a bar e open field) . 

In some cases , however , structural variations occur 

between t ~e l eader and the chorus . The tw0 ar e independent 

entities which ar e structurally unrelated . This occurs in 

those instances in 1hich the l eader is sung by a sister of 
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the dece8sed , 1nd not by his widow as above . In such cases , i . e . 

the former , tha lead9r is a weak , moa nful dol e , t hat bemoans the 

physi cc1l cisabilities of women in gener al , r ather then the loss 

of 3 deAr one . The chor us , on tr e other hand , is s el f - contained , 

and incorroratas with in itself most of the characteristics of the 

Southern Sotbo dir ~e mentioned above . Bewilderment and a sense 

cf l oss are no~ inly intr o duced in the first line and r epeated 

in successiv e ones, they a r e also fir!nly knitted together a t t he 

end . In this wqy , the chorus more t han make s ur f or the di l ut e 

l ~ader probably sung by an inex per ienced young ~i r l , and 

succeeds in producing t he ne cessa ry note and tang of sadness : 

Ba mp?. · 

Hob~ thabd le hoe tsoka 

B~ sa ho tseb c . 

~~~ fina ~rs out of the hidden , 

~~ -~~s: th -~ do not even know 

Chorus : Ho ilwe, Bna re set se? 

}:makane r e set se l e man~ ? 

Ho ilwe kae koo , 

Mmakan~ ho s a keng ho kgutl wa? 

Ho ilwe kae koo , 

!·makane ho sa tlo kgut lwa r e t onwa ? 

Ho ilwe , ana ho i lwe , 

nnn h~ ilwe bo ya- batto? 
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(It is ~one , dn we r emqin? 

Oh ~ ':lith whom do we r em:}in? 

Wher e h1s it been ~o ne t o , 

Fr~m wher e it is never r eturnGd? 

·,;har e h:1 s it been go ne t o , 
\ 

Fr~m wh er s it will not be r eturned t o see us?\ 

It is gone ; is it r eRlly gone , 

Is it r eally gone t o where peo ple ~o?) 

Her e , t he s acnnd , f our th ~nd sixth lines, nll commence 

with the inter jection mmakane , (wo e unto me ! ), while the 

dominating predic?.te ho ilwe, (it is gon() , ~f the first line, 

is sep8r at ed fr~m the contra sting and parallel pr edic3te re sst~

(wc hnve r ema ined ) , o~ the same line , by the interj ection ~, 

(by the way) . The initial predicate is repeat ed in t he third 

;:ind fift h 1 ines , which are compl etely idendi c:;il; it is r epeat.,.. 

thr ee times , qnd in rapid succession , in tha l~st two lines , 

the only intervening e l ement being the interj ection ill!~· Thu& 

the various strings ~f the chorus ar e neatly t 3cked t ogether , 

and constitute 8n entity by themselves , which is quite distinct 

from th ...; l eader. 

In both dirges , the singers find it difficult to believe 

that the mourned one has real ly depar ted this life . Thus ~ft er 

sunset , the bere~ved woman ti p- t8 e s t o the do~r , imagining shP 

will s ee him r eturning fr0m the hunt . The s a~e basic idea of 

wavering betwaen belief ?.nd di sb2lief, reali t y Bnd s elf

deception , is c~nt1ined in the very first line of the second 

Ho ilwe , ana re s etse? 

(It is g0ne ~nd d0 we r ema in? ) 

In this wqy , the st gt e of mind )f the ber eqved is p-1rtr aycd in 

a simrle and natur3l manner t hqt ~oes stra i ght t 1 the heart, 

because it i s s ~ r eal . 
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The ords of the vr1rious son ,s ::ibJve , were not 

co sed se arately f 'Tl t heir '11USi C or 2lody . I was 

a sin le ins ira ion t ?. r esult ed in b0th words and music 

Si ul 9neously, t us i:;iving rise :J "an indissoluble 

w ole . " In hose case s where there· as a l eader , the main 

vocal P:ir s sun by a C orus , v ich ~s hen said to 

d mela ( r ee) him . In t e CA Se of dance s nq;s, rhythmic 

va rie as ob t,a ined by mea s of arious e:es ures and 

s e s e lo ed , whil e in th?.t of -;ark s0n s , the parti cuL, r 

a i n e her a ce rnpani d the singin or a s i i tated , "" C' .... t ~ . 

c rn ~r·n i ~ or tannin~ g hide . n each case, t ,e music 

f llo •1ed i s 0 n eculia r rhyth:n 0r rhy bmical beats tha 

gave i 2 C r A in r eg;ulari like tha f iur-:, ean verse -

wi h i s .etrical feet . The r e as , ,O\ ev-r , no r ea dabl e , 

wri ten no a ion a s sue 
' 

becau s r,:, lan u· ere 
:'.> itself was 

no e i ten . F-:,r this re son , ve have, for ur oses of 

h 's essay , con erned ourselves onl y wi h e words , 

wit.OU . i in o e realm of ~u s i c3l scales and nota tion, 

as tat bel n~s o he sphere 0f musicolo~y rather than tha 

of di i 1 liter · ture . Tha wo r ds themselves h ve been 

include here s tra itional literrture beca set e 

consti ute t every stuff th a t life as a l~ays been made 

of : ha life s never been co~ lv e wit -ou cr ying 

lF , rl . J'i r by : HE 1USIC, L PR.hCTICES OF T 'c. nTIVE rlrlCES JF 
s o H ~F- ICk , in THS a ~TU SPErt I u TRIBES OF 
s · T AF. 'ICA , P. 2g6 , 

also : .~ . ·ec:1d : SO S OF THl .G I PEOPLE, B.h··nu TUDir,;S , Vol.1.I, 
. . 1 , _937 , 

• . . nes : HE STUD_ JF nF IC N ~· I A~ Rh~ · \ ., Bn U 
U IES , a l . XI , 1ro . 4 , 1937 . 
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babies who have had to be lulled t o sleep throughout the 

ages; t hat in their various a ctivities and cer emonies , th e 

ancients sang and danced , and th~t in c~ses of d2ath , th ey 

1'1lOU.I'11ed the loss of a l oved one . ~11 t hese , as expr essed 

in the words of the ir songs , mirror the lif~ of t he peopl e , 

as do the other branches of traditional lit er a ture . 

( C ) 

The various Sotho cl ans seem t 0 have had t heir own 

indiv iduel ways 0f pr aying for r ain, in that each prayed 

differently fr0m the other . In all cases , however, t he 

pr ayers wer e directed at t heir r e s pective ancestor s . Thev 

wer e spoken , and not sung or cha nt ed . The ma in pur pose t h~t 

they s erve her e , apart f r om bein~ t raditiona l cer emonia l 

utt erances , ii t hat of indicating t~ e basic ~ ttitude of t he 
I 

ancients towa r ds their ance stors . They sroke t o them as 

thou~h t hey were speaking to ordina r y human bein~s, thus 

employing pr o se r ather than poetry . ns will be s een from 

the exAmPles below, the prose used is ver y flat indeed . 

Jmong the Fo keng , a vigor ous aprroa ch, virtually bordering 

on a r eprimand , was adopted . An un popular ancestor in the 

hierachy wa s singled out by name , and openly blamed for t he 

absence of r a in : 

Bohareng pula e hana keng ? 

Re bonang e na ng ka mathoko? 

E ha~9 l e Kgetsi , ngwana Y..mope . 

( ~fuy is r ain r efus ing in the mi ddle? 

Wha t c~ we see , it fal l ing in neighbour ing areas? 

It is Kgetsi; Lmope ' s child , wh o r efuses with it ) . 

Among the Kwena , ther e do es not s eem to have been 

such an open r eproach , but the language used was s t ill 
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no dif er en r 0m t r., us ed in eve r ydB sr~e ch . I t is a 

bqre s a eme of he n2e so he ~eo le Rn thei r cattle, 

dir ect ed n trei r ~nce s or , Tshol wane : 

Ts ol .v"" ne wee , r e b::itla .ula t 

lP. e ae? 

. e sRlR k mehl r e nyo r il e 

~e ' i go ~o di nyoril e . 

s ane , ula e ?.e? 

s. ol ane want r ,1i • 

. 
ail ihe re is r ~ i n? 

Ch " 3 
' 

l ea s e give us r ai n . 

H il , s .. ol a e . here i. s r ai 

Ev er dav e re. ain h i rst: , 

n 0:, CR le 00 r e h irsty . 

Ts ol w3 e ' b :. r e is r in?) 1 

? 

n r fr ~rn he s a _ur a y cl~nnish on e s , t . 3r e wa s ~1 s o a 

'Tio r e ene r ::i l r a er h "l doe not s ~e.. ,:, h3 e ha lon :ied to any 

a r t icu 2 r _ r J U which in fo r , ants clai have been used 

b all ?nd e~bodied t ei r c~ mon en i ~en s . I t is s a i d t o 

hav e be SU . O' r.e ch i ef a nd a chorus , I ich was sung; by 

t .e eo pl e . Tn h ~ 1 9 der ' s r.a r 
' 

r efer enc ~ is rnR da to th ~ 

ierc ed hands 0 he f a th e r 0 the s .viour ti.a .moloki, 1..,,.hose 

nds ~re said 0 be f u l l 'Jf dro s of r ain 1 r e t i r ed 

bee use o cr ea in us , The chorus , 0n he ot~e r ha nd , 

contA i n 

confi e 

Modi .. o , G 

n A ce s ral injunction t ~ e c t itioners not o 

.e ir r yers o he ancestor s , bu di rect t em t o 

1 
It is in er es ing th::1 rfofolo , a . (' r ntly dr awing 
fr m his e of rn . k s Feki s i r ~ i mor ~ or 1 ss 

he S :'.3 , e s r Ain . I) C 3 f't e r 7 " nd be i nni () 

'Ol';T I 0 OCHtt E . 



- loO-

Leader: r:::>dimo 2. ko utlwa r e 3 r a f'ela ; 

r:~dimo e f'lt?tjh::i r nrela nfs 1t;a k:sal2 , 

rt::ifel~ng :1at la~atjhnlo r a~moloki > 

rta::unoloki d:~tl a di ma r oba , 

Di~tl~ di ~3rothodi A pula , 

Di atl~ di ~adi , di mRdi a dipula , 

ntla ts8 h~o di kgatheste ke hJ r e bopq . 

( God do hea r w-e pr3y : 

Ye new ancest ors pray to the ancient one , 

Fray to ~od , tte father of the saviour . 

The f a th er of the s1viour with tands that 

have hol es, 

Hands with drors of r a in , 

Hands witr. blood , with t he blood of rains, 

Thine r~nds ar e tired of creatin~ us) . 

Chorus : Se r areleng r ona, 

Le r a r :; l e :·~ctm') , .1.a'Tlffioloki , 

Diatla di ma r ~ba . 

(Do not rr~y to us , 

frqy t o God , tte father of the sav i our 

,ith hands th~t have holes) . 

The centr al i dea of praying is exnressed in the first 

lina by t he l aader's predica t e , he R r a pela , (we pray) . It is 

then taken ur in tr.e middle of the second line by the plural 

i m~erative , ra r elan2 , (pray ya) , which is once mor e r epeated 

a t the be~innin~ of the t hir d . The l ~st wo r d of t hi s lin~ , 

r arnmoloki , co~mences the f ourtr. l i n~ , while the following wor d , 

di8tla, in the middle of t h~ seme line , is repea ted a t the 

be~inning of ~11 the r emaini~g onas , a lthou~h shor n of its 

rrefix at the beginnin~ 0f t r~ last line. The var ious line s 
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are once ora ne1 tly link d to et er in a r ogr essive. develop-

'Tien of e ini ial i ·ea 3 Y r e s ed in t ha fi rst line . . lso 

no e e modific-q ion o ,re ea er ' s initiAl redica e , i di ca i 

in orm , u w ose sim ,.l~ verb s 9m i s us ed i e r a ivel y i t he 

second and third 1 ine s , bEf-:,y- ~ h~ndi ne: t e hread over o o he-~ 

elements . Tis r oce s o 

ma nn er is of en r eferr e 

ev~ o in a sinrrle thou_ht in t his 

0 s F;l r a - xis . 1 e l c=1 t e Prof . 

Les r ade 2 used J c. i h · a smus or Lin in ~, int · t ·t links 

various lines hrou~h w.icb r un s e same cen r Al t hou 

The c or us d-:,vet~ils in ~ ~ leader a nd br'n sot e 

cent r al houa- t by count erD is· n :, ne~~ ive a rosi ti ve 

r e icate i cludin ~ e ir r es ~c ive subjects in .Ar llel for .: 

Sera alen r ona / c r arel e ~odimo . 

( o not r :, us / :- 3 0 ..rO ) , 

his roc e~s of lining is als-:, ound in th e f ollow· ng lit e 

d . y' . ich is al s s : ct 0 h;l ve been sun~ at q cer Ain sta e 

Ts wee - 01~ r ota , 

he le r e nwe fi o , 

Filo j. a l an q . 

( 1a l e baboo n rina e 

Tha we C ildre . ~ . dri k, 

ha G ?Y dr i nk beer 

he bee r frat of 

1cr . ei & F. yn r : h LIC 
2 . F. Lestr?dcl : e c ure o e . 

r o s 

fr0 

er y) • 

res 
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DIKO 

ikom3 1 e r e sun~ by bo s nd ~r ~oing circumci sion . 

ttccor'in~ o in ') rmRn s , suwe , te9cher , s qrted he 

he b ys s :m;: ..:.. er him , r e ~tin all h 's lines 

an w0 r d 0 c ca s ion.? 11 . · , a d w~y o r evision , one of the 

oys w~uld be c lle ' u o~ l ead h j ot ers , wi t he 

mosuwe ~ae in a wa c. ul e ~ on all 0f them . 

Bn s i 1 a r e ; v ar .i ~ 1 ~uarded s e. r e 

h_y wer e , 

It is r om 

hi s r A i io 31 s ec r a y h?. ~he "diom Ho bina ko~a hae , 

i . . r evea s e cre s owes s oriain . Revea ling he . 

her e in .~ in e r as s ') o jec ivc s tud a1.d sci en · fie 

is n,) in any ~y n Affr , n o ta Sotho mon t r u h 

who"l 2 r -: s en wri 
µf' 

er - rew 4 and ~hos e s ens ibilit i ~s he 

knows and r e ci:::i e s . rta l: ::> r is it ,,enuine ?. e t a 

r es rvin .for OS e r i . h2 li tl e h t C30 s ill e 

s1lv -:. ed 0 rt a ini - ') -:i ~ uable n~tio a l heritA e thq 

may soo n be l o s r =31 ir:1 a . r1.S ointed ,:, ut in the 

in r od C i 
' 

a n:1 0n wi hout Fl. ast , is l ik3 a ree 

wi hou r o s . Kno 

w · her ho goes . 

hvsel" ; w i he r ~o u co~es , and 

is )nly on the ba sis of uch 

kn wl e ~e 

inn~r s 

t fl y _e ,:,f kno led e t ~ts rin ~s from . n 

of no ..-in " \'fh?. W-:!s , a nd on th·~ basi s 

of w ic ha us be , 

values cAn a mqin a i ed ~n 

he coarse a nd sordid r in s 

h se 

~ tte ba s·c tradition l 

r eserved . nd far r om e in , 

r e usua lly 

h~t have bae n a infully su osed t o e 

coll e ed e r e s en i er 2 t l ea st s ee to d t e 

So ore 1 us ice in ha ey oin 0 a far and 

dis t an st , · n wr.ic hes ory of Bethleh was ap arently 

o unknown . 
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They ":lre nlso :m~·\'n ~s difel a , with t he sini:;ular, 

s ~fel1 . These ~wo ~n r ds , however , have s in ~e 1cauired 8 

s~3ci1lised ~eqnin7 o: ~v~ns ~nd hy~n r esoectively , in 

t~ e C~risti~n sense . Bu~ vi rious informants insist th1t 

they •·=re c ri~ in!3l.ly used wi. tr th·2 same mean in,:,; nnd 

c0 nnnt:ni::>n qs ko--::-i. nnd diko::is ; Dnd that dikom~ tsa Basotho 

is synonymous ~ith dife:q tsa Basot ho . In t 'bis connection , 

it i.$ striking to note that tha first col l ection of Sout hern 

~ ) t ho C.t:-ist i ·,::1 hy:nns in c;,sutoland wa s called Lifela tsa 

Jior. , i . e . Hymns of Sion , 3nd n0 t Difela tsa Ba sotho . 

~on~ inf~r mants ~l s o r;~-r - - di koma as dinnete , ( truths ) 1 

with tha sin~ul ar , ~~ t , ( truth) : 

-:,-n::i «e :inet e . 

, A 

5. 4 ,9 . In t·-cn , c -.:.c - · 1:- "" -~ ~r~nce is made to rtatladi , (the 

father of ~1: ~i) , t~ 1~-~ :~a sama meanin~ and siginificance 

is ~t tnch2d ·-ir- t"' ·•-y·i -., , }od . Further , a circumcision 

lodge is t r ari: i 0n· lly r : ferred to as Ha ia t l adi , at 

n.1 tl1'1di ' s . On the ,,.,r,ol ~, t.hey .:1 r e couched in s e cre t 

l an~ug ~e , wi~h ~ secret. v~cabulary and concords . ~s a 

r esult, ~hey t end to be obscure and unintelligi ble t o the 

unini ti~tad . In S" ~e c~ses , however, the lan~ua~e i s 

remRrkqbly clea r and stra i~htfor wa r d , s o t hRt it can be 

understood by all . Such occas ional fla shes , s eem t o be 

cnnfinad to those i nst~nces -~ere the bar d wants to 

i~pRrt fund8ment3l l~ssons t o ris pupils , because dikoma , 

thou~h sung , were m~ inly intended for instruction . 



5 .. 10 . Te l~sso s tte-se v2s, see~ o be div·si le in o 

two t es . Fi s the s er e ins ru t ed o he v·rt e s 

5. 5. 11 . 

of co:nmunP.l if , ~ e r adition3_ lore of th 2 r = cl; , ·s 

c en Bits of ivinq includ i ~ wh9 i f8. ls 

o qvnid n li : . "his ~ of l es on , is con ained in 

0 a lrn is ~ e i le ~ nyan ~ sa Leboya , (T .e ~ms 

f h~ r h) . 1 Seco dl .ey Ar e t au ,h t w.rat 'TIAY e 

cql ed hi orica e YC 9rr- s ' hich de 1 wi "1"\i r a ions -

;:ind qrr:::iren ersec -io s in he dim 3n dis t , n as • 

Tht> con en s 0 is - e f l ess n , hie is ov ered 

b r dikoma , re .s r i n r in i .s.c t of e 

Bibl ic~l s ory of 2 c~·1 r of Isra el , in i n he 

s 0f C 

0 IC • Cf. a 1 i 

o dike P. i . .:is -ee. 

from hose o!l cte 

0 ' es 0 essons . 

will be ex~m · n_ , 

TH 

ris ho is calle di 1 one 

.g e . In vi e of he ra r e ture 

➔dad i sab e o quot e freely 

e e in ;in e~ rt to ill s t r a e he 

er e9 f er , h 3i r f r m and ec ni 1 e 

he ec1 cher . o is . now BS gwes h§_ or osuwe , 

s ;:i r s 

lod _,e 

a cien 

of b ,,,e corni. 

"n 

i t; . He r e er s 

~ b0ys 0 he circumcisi o . 

t.eir esire to under o 

ei esire t o 

whose cc1 r e rin wi s o P c mends he . e furthe 

s 

1 qr so ~r e o ~di r1nsla ion b 
bu no in 

:C::llenber er 
e sa e order gnd .·Ir1 Cre o r , oc . ci . r . 2 2- 3 

as e r eco r ded i • 
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entions the ot he r official s of he lod e , as well a s thei r 

fu c ions : 

.0d imo "1a r onq , 

odimo w bor r e > 

0 a utlwa : 

Tshakajwe tsa l a a , 

Tsa lata K!2:wesha 

K es a mo r okolo . 

Our JOd , 

0d of our fp, hers , 

~~ou hea r e st : 

The boy initiat es fet ed, 

hey f etch ed th e t ea cher, 

he t ea cher is t e fire - maker . 

Rat l ad i o a l e l e ta a , rtat l adi ha s a a r oss, 

ie mo l a l a - nt lo · 

Rena le s e r ena . 

Ha r e nkeng kobo 

e i a esen , 

1-i0 tlo bon h le 

Hore mo na ha atladi 

Bo lale o t?. g . 

Bo nA l e •,0 i o , 

Bo na le i shak3jwe . 

Ke r e le r wab l e 

Le hl ab il e qotho . 

Lese kc la shoha 

Ha hon wane otle l 

I is a s big a s a hut ; 

He have al l we need . 

e us tgke a blanket 

rtnd cover ourselves , 

So ht its ould be clear 

h he r e et .atladi's 

er e is isdom . 

I qs boy initi ~t es . 

say you must sl ee 

1/ i h knee s facing u wa rds; 

o no be Ala r ed , 

There is none bett e r h n t e 

e t hen oes on t instruc he~ o r e s act t he c ief, 

the insti ution of ch i eftainshi , a s well a s the elders of 

he trib e . C iefs a r e oe ical y referr ed t o a s dikgomo , 

(ca l e ) · t e eld er of e ribe qs dinku, (see ), Rnd he 

1This r ef e rs t o 
w en he wounds 

he eriod i me 
r e s ill r aw . 

1 el _ 11 win the o r ati 

hers . 
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ribe a s di konyana (1~ s ) : 

Dinku i :: 113 ' 

inku s . Le 0 3 . . 

Di atla dikon an 

Dikon :1na sa s 

("I a ts 1. me , 

Ha le tlwe n? 

e le r u a h o 

sa mol 

·01 o ke o nkile 

o b?.holo ba ka 

Ba itseng ho nna : 

TI 8 . 

Hloko~el?. dik omo 

T ~ s -ee "¼ r e blea in -

;,:! s eer of h2 1for 

They nnt 1 2.sn b s , 

e i 1 mbs . 

:y friends , 

on t you aA r , e . 

e;::ich y:::>u l esso ns 

of t 8 law . 

i 2 law -::io k 

Fr0.. ore - ea rs 

'.;; o sa id r_) me : 

' 
h · 

si a l ee l a b3 en~. Sv n ho se still t o be b0 rn . 

E , 11-e s >1::ille friends , 

Le ya mosq llan ana . e last r e a ining one . 

He , rns t hem never Q f r ,e they h, ve been t 

A f o r e;e f ul u en is r ~. inded u only a t e rice of 

few lash e s . Bu hos w.o reme er ancl :=: r e hu .. bl e , Hr 13 

a ssured a hey ha ve no . · n ~ f eq r · hey . r e -3S ~')Od 

being a home : 

a o i ele s ,e 

. e a r, . ko ll 1 ; 

I / ·l en u hAve for~ott en , 

e na 1 disao , 

Re a o saol a . 

e r e ·nct you . 

e ha ve l c1 sh es , 

e l ash o . 

HH o n s o r qre l a 1 

Ke kgorong s eno . 

If yo c n nue t 0 be hu bl e , 

Ti s s our ome . 

1cr . t e sayin s : Motse ho 3 aw 
( h me ste:1d h1 

umbl e an) . 

K n s - l :=i rn o . 

or edi. 
r os ers is h t 

u ~ht . 

a 

a s 

( ub r n ess r 2 .- in .e r e - 1 . 2 . in t re l od 1?) . 
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He t ells them ~hat as marri ed mqn , they will ~~ve ~ale 

children , every one of ,.,horn ~ hel l be lon~ 1t o th is very sqme 

Vl.. J.-l age'' 1· . e . w1.· 11 be circW11cisad . , ' This is bec&use fron gener ~ti~n 

't.o gener ation , n mr1le child will continue t o gro an under A bundle 

of wood cr1rri ed on his neck and shoulders , in prepar ation for 

his initiation : 

O tla b1 le sekgotlo . You will hRve?. s ~n : 

Ha o ena le s eke;ot l o , · ihen you have a son , 

E tla ba s 1 ~otse oona on3 . He will b8l ong t o t his ver y s ame 

village . 

Menna ka thata 1Jith difficulty a man 

0 tla nne :1 r e : ·:;ill continue t o s ay : 

Kot o s e nthobe , ~iooden log do not breEJ k me , 

Ke 0 tswis1 hole. I have broug:ht you from far . 

They a r e tnu~ht t o be hospit able to strangers , and are 

urged to be friendly even to Bushmen , despite the fa ct t hat a 

Bushman may be trecher9us , i n th~t ha may s hJot with his 

arrow a nd th 3n disaopear : 

Moeti h-:i a fihl:i , t.'hen q visitor arrives , 

n fihl ?. ho lona : Arrive s ~t your place , 

Oho ! Thaka tseso , Fle~se , ye equals of Jurs , 

Mo f eng metsi :=t nwe . '}ive him water to drink . 

Se bal eheleng Barwa_ Do not flee from Bushmen, 

Lona thqka tse s o , Ye equals of ours . 

Mor wa ya matla x strong Bushman 

0 f ul a?. nyamel a Shoots disappearing 

Ka seqha sa hae , Wi th his bow 

h qet a ho b etsa . After releasin~ i ts 3rrow. 
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They ar e augh o ono r an r es e c t e ir fat he rs ; t hat 

none sh ld wisr for is fa ~h~r s dcA h in or der to ~et hol or 

his bel ongi s . .he he do9s die , how2vcr , h is chi l dr en shoul d 

ne and el e~ ch o he r in di f f icul t · e s : 

Dikgu sana sa eso 

BanR b?. rno nna 

Ha b3 ke bare : 

0 se?. ts '.) f e s e 

H9 r e mo je mah~ e . 

HA - se .J hwe l e 

a bR ham oho . 

Ke kB baka 1~ bo a 

Ke b ina ~ jwal o . 

Or_ hans of, y ho~e di s r ic t , 

The chi l dr en f a man 

ever say : 

He is old al r eady , 

e us de ri ve him of hiss ock . 

e ch i ld r en of Ta u - a man , 

., en ha i s al r eridy dead , 

Sl.,and Q-=-:. t he r . 

is be caus ~ of th em 

a t I s i n , l i ke h? t . 

:1 on::! '1. 10 .:1 s bee n t a u-=>ht , i. e . circ u ci s cn ; 

and rorerl y so , doe s nots e?.l , nd t at a thi 8f mus be 

kill ed : 1 

Ya ru i l wen ha n l e , T e one who has b~9 n t au~ht , 

an l e l e t:o nR, well t au~ht a t tha t , 

Yena h c1 a tswe . ,e aoes not stea l . 

eshod u l ona , s or a t i ef , 

Lona l e bol awe . I mus b e ki l l ed . 

The are al so t~ u h o r o Pct r o er , , a r t i cularly 

ca e , w i ch ey r e ur d o e end i r he i r las dr o 

b l ood : 

he saying : Leshod~ 
(. hi ef 

en j a 1€ cf ?. ka hl oho ya l ona . 
i s OJ. , it ays with i t s head) . 

f 
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Ho s e b ~ ~odisa a 

YP. du. ei ll a .,, s a o 

di . ;:i uwe 

, e so hla ·we , 

1 s t th er e be no er dbo 

v o a l lows . i s ca t tl E 

t0 be ca tur2d 

3e r e he i s sta bbed 

phunn wa ka ~- e e nnd ri ed 

s e, r , 

en wi r a br r bed 

::adi A el eke l a . . nd l oo rickl e s do n . 

Th ey ,ff3 a r ned e ca r e ful in 2ir dealin~s w h 

women , So ~ a r e l oo s e P. nd 

i duci ng hem 

r ey mu s r e sis . 

Lot s h she esi l ~ 

0 a itRhl a - ahl a , 

h i s 

,.,_ w. man is dirt; 

S a h rows he rs elf about 

O se o l e ho monna : nnd i a lrea dy on a m~n : 

K aol a 2nw n3 . 

onna a hR na . 

rte 1 ove your l o in coverin~s ! 

1 .an r efus zs . 

Fin ;1l l , he 2r e ur __ ed o be anl v ;:ind industrio s 

even duri _ he ir 

ultima t e y r e urn h~na hey s ho ld f eel th t tl ey ~r e 

r en l en , -Jort y t o be num ered mon 9; the _r en • 

1nno l e ma n 

0 a i l hehehl a , 

Le yenFi a b ine . 

Ho s a s a ka os 

Ha tsqtsi l e jhaba , 

,· ohla 1< e k :::) 

i'e tle ke b e ona 

o bole l a ~ r e : 

J .'1a l k e nonna . 

Ke be h1ra dinatla . 

~ c a nd ~v e ry one 

ulls his wei ,ht , 

r.nd sin ..:. S t o . 

,..,omorrow mornin 

~- hen sun rise s , 

T e da y I r eturn o . 

I s '1 Ul be abl e 

0 r •"')Cla i r.1 And s y : 

w l am a an t 

. 
' 

n.nd be 3.'T! ona- the :)r ea t . 



mhe less~ns era cov_r a id ~ field o v ary dist n 

eve ts , I i c: in t'·-= Se 1 ~ssons h1 the na-ne ; osi •) 

a e;i rs , . s ,_ll ;:i s h-~ c0n en io us ·.or ~ - Cf . Ch~rt 

2 . 1·. 3 above . Tqk "nq ~eM in tne ord er we r ecordee tham , 

he f irst :rn ~ s c 1 ed !-'10TJ l.J 1J.,,TSHr1. . • , (Th. Sni e) . 

,2 ls i--e or of 1 ~- qrac er by tat nama · ho 

sw m Rcross ha ~re~ t lRkes nd crossed -; o har sid e . 

here , hes::\ in 

iko .9 bull. 

e . id le f e e d and san _, bello in~ 

jodi11~tsh1 a _he Sni e 

~a ~ s , n .~ho o , Of th ~ ~r ea lR. c s 

.:a hlq A wa s .e 9 • 1 Swq ;:i d c r ossed . 

·a re o l a mo sA 

, a dula se si. 

a k ,i lqn R kod . 

'1:3 t '!lid - field 

~nd bel lowed ~loud . 

?.f r i th :: Sou a d ;:i ":!1 His S "ln 

fr mt e e k .? :: f 

Kodu ko t e e 

Hole ka B rwen . 

·onn W3 or en 

n. be a lwil e . 

0 nkile he o 

A e ha h,t is ., 

1 Inf~r~an s did 0 kno 

i , voice rev erb er a d 

.... d :1, s he rd a f -=i r, 

· fr in t he 5 uth . 

A .~n from he ' outh 

)A s uick 1 hear . 

He oak a ma ss of eo le 

· h them . 
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It WctS also heb rd at Tebang t he Sotho name for 

Heidel berg , Tr 1nsva.ql , at thE pl3.ce of Napo , s on of Mosito . 

Tsu ko ruruma, 

,\) utlwaha l P ho l e , 

f0l-= ko Tebcmf , 

Teb~ng jwa Naro , 

Nr,po jw&. Mosito . 

The lion r oar ed 

ttnd wns heard afar , 

1 far a t Tebang , 

The Tebang of N3po , 

Na ro , son of Mosito . 

Then comes the l ongish stanza alr eady quoted in 

ch!:!rt e r 2 .1. J . 1bove, in which Mopedi -Moholo stat es t hat it 

was he wh~ f Ailad , erred , or W3 S unable to do somethin~ that 

is not menti0n~d . E: ~o8s on to say that the r eaft er he set 

off, i. e . l''Jti ')C.i'."'l'-t tshanP. , t o go 8nd r erort th?t r1ll the 

p2ople b~ct dis~rpe1~cd intJ ths r ed s 2a , a nd that when the 

next aav d1wned , ttc self- a rp0inted weaklinqs of mast ers, 

-n P.erkets , ~--:~ ·i.Ll :: :.cl:. comr:-l otely wi~ad out : 

K0 t S "!cl l.{-, l c t ,,-;.qnya 

Ho ya bol!:lt""'l3 , 

i3ol.~t 'Jla b2tho : 

BBth , ba f edil2 , 

Ba f eletsc m3kwa , 

M.1kw.!3 - 11Af ubedu . 

~-1afube- l ets 1tsi 

Ha tsati l e tjtaba , 

La tjh3ba l ?. f e ts8 , 

La f et s;1 :,e sh ~na 

Meshana boT?.di , 

TP.di k!?;ol o - oehi. 

I s et off and r ~n 

To go to the r eporting place , 

To report about peopl e : 

The peopl e are finished, 

They h~ve disappea r ed in the sea , 

The r ed sea . 

ht dawn 

Jhen the sun r ose , 

It r o s e and fin ished , 

,.nd finished tha little 

meerkats , 

The little mee rk~ts , t he r ats and 

others , 

The r ats that ha d placed t hemselves 

in h i gh positions . 



{b) The sec0nd ~ 2 · s called OTLO n 10SITO, (T e 

F nishment of Mosi 0) . It en ions , in er alia , hA~ Mesi 

unish ant t .it h 1 acaives · t. b8th hands , kg~ ket s 

Lebidibit wr 3 

19 r:1..1 r n la 9 ) 

Le ho i1 ha le j ,3 . 

Le ja le Jake s~ , 

Le k::;3ke 51 qilo . 

Te littl ~ r oll ed one 

Of th a l i ttl e st ony hills , 

es no even eA t . 

e ea ts wi t _ both h~nds r ece ivin~; 

~i ~ b th hRn s rec9ivin 

unis ._nt . 

He ~oes on 1) c::.ill · Msclf .Iow~ , (tre f:-,llen one) .gnd 

:, ha :lced down , in~.~ Bft er which this .:1 ct i -rn wa s 

r ev ~rsed , in?.. loh-1 · 

bec~uc:e on lookin, u c 1~oked int ~ clen r ~nd eau ·r 1 

ff'lc~ o q vir . ., · n iz:irl 1• ole , who W:'l.S bo 

K,,,omo - na .q owP 

.~0w8 ko in -ma , 

Ko inn.mole') 

e w ita nnd r ed co j s the ", ll · n 

~11:~ on 3 , I f aced d 

'(o ses::i k?. .hlo g , .J fece cl. e9 red , 

~ hlon ~ o b6 jha · 

T ole mose i:1n:; 

Tern!! 1 ekekcte ·. 2 

I he fac e w::.is be~uty ; 

beau y w~s a vir in , 

The vi r in , q ,irl , 

Thie: is .:? n f llo ed b r..e r · n 1 s ~nza , in whic :l 

s u ri _ t vir in and he s dr3wn be w~s 

o her 00 l e w 0 rre sa · ct o b~ of the stock of :o si o 

bo j h?. , i th o en 

21e ekete said t J 

, ::,iven as 

e n 

eanin~ botle , ~nd no new . -
one. 



( C} 
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9nd ~r e f ull : e ~l 

w ich f oll o he ir 1 ~ de r blindly , i mitat e 811 i s r anks , 

such as urnin 0ff ~t he sa. 2 s ot , a nd f a l l in ~ in er e 

it m::i y d so . The f e• h~ m~y es cnr e , qr e r ender ed 

ostrich e ~s . Tha s e CJ no t bee me he~ , u bec0me a 

zeb r g be c~us e of · s n e r o s co l our s : 

Din_ di s :1 1 e , e ot h rs n be in ~ buil u ri ~ .t 

Di e ::i ;:i . or 0 , ein ui l in evil , 

~ak~r o jw3 she he . Th 2 evi l of a s r i n bok . 

Ts e . ~ ke k~u sa na , T a s r i ngbo k i an or ~a 

rwe s e ,e l ~ sa 

E sa e t shwanel e , 

wears r na an ,s of s t ri c ,, ic do n . ec . e it ' 
E shwane i si · 

i ts i k1 me 1l a 
ecome a z Jb r a , 

z ebr ~ h co lour s , 

.eb 1 l cl jw1 yona I s c~lours 

Ke ~n ~ er en we r e . .. r e . a ny a nd v ?. r i ed . 

T e next on :. is c.=Ll ed s Lh B D I10 , ( kr r.ia l f 

J ')ds/ hnc es t rs} . I is S1id 0 ha ve no door s but i s si 

r ound . ,! i C do c rs wer e cqll ad 0 C0 '11 3 .nd do c o r i t 

e:, -

he 

ly 

0 

11 sides . hey en r 'J und i t onl onc -e , t .~n i nside i t , 

er e a s e a f o 1 .:. t h 9 

SakA 1, b dimo 

Ha le n~ ony. ko , 

Le l e tjhi j ~ f ee l ~ . 

Bi s an din aka 

Di l o l e o a . 

sa r e d i sa 0 a , 

i s a ang , 

K3 h9 r e ho lona 

Ha e a etsa na 

Ya s e nt a - hloho . 

. i d2n he-? d : 

h-2 kr :1 a l -:i f nces 

H s no d'"lo r : 

I is ~er ely r o und . 

Call wi c d ct . r s 

ors 

To c0 ~ and docto r i . 

il c hey wer e doi ~ so , 

Havin~ g n 2 r oun it o c 2 > 

I nsid e i t 

T ar e 9ro s f o 1 

Of he hidden h~ad . 
f 

cc: 
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Thi s f oal t ur ned its el f int o a mo unt a in ar ound whi ch 

m9ny nGw vi l l ~ges s r r ang up. Thes ~ villr. ge s wer e quite 

dist inct from t hos e of thei r f or e- f a t hers : 

I t turned i t s elf int0 a mount'in 

Thab::i Y:'l boaul a 

Yc1 bodul "' metse . 

Met s e- mctse ela 

A mountai n of to s ~tt l e , 

Of t o s et t l e villages . 

Thos e ma ny vill ages yonder , 

Bel on~ t o our uncles , Ke VF: boma l oms , 

l-ia s e y Fi b'Jnffe . They do not bel ong to our for e

f a the r s . 

The next stan za give s ~n injunct i on a s t ~ wh ~r a t J sin~ 

di kom3 , 8nd w~ er e not t o s i ng t hem. Thay ar e t o be s ung 

onlv i n the vel d a nd not a t home . Henc e , pr ~bably , the 

s ecr ecy tha t ha s ~lways s urro unded t h 2m. 

K0mA y1 nt l ha 

E s=1 binwe hRe 

S binw3 thoteng , 

Thot a j3 b 'Jcma 

J a boema netsi , 

Metsi m3s0t hwane 

~ s e a sot ha l etse 

Kgahlon~ jwa tsel a , 

Jwa tsel a- pedi. 

The f irst koma 

I t not bein~ sun~ i t home , 

It bei ng sung i n t he vel d ; 

The vel d of s t anding 

~ t er , t he cur l dd up one , 

I t is already curl ed up 

At the me eting of roads , 

Of two r oads . 

It ends wit h 3 s ror t s tanza in which t he sing2r ma kes 

a oassiona t a pl~~ t 0 t he wa t er t o s ernr a t e , s 0 t h1t t h 2y 

~qy pass and r un away f r om t te sna k~, .!!!2.nyohe , who ha s 

f ~ll en on his ba ck . 

Ts e l a kgahlol oha Ro3 d s epa r a t e , 

Baeti r e et e , Th~t we trav2llers mi ght p1ss 

Re et e l e tshosi. ,l.nd fl ee f r om tl:2 snak2 . 

Tshosi k-2 monyohe , Th-:! sn~ks is monyohc , 

Ke monyohe r ethe ! I t is monyohe of falling on his b·ck . 
,.I 
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(d) The f0urth one is short, 8nd consists of ten lines only, 

in which ci cbBr'=lc':!r n:::im;d Sekgolokgo tjhane , (Th·" .u:mder er) , 

to remain for a while , scrvin~ impotent mRSters who , in th~ 

estimqtion of th3 sing~r , are no b~tter t hnn r ~ts . 

Sa rn3l!:iukelA , 

Laukela r e ye , 

Re ye kJo k~walete , 

Kgwalete re yang 

rte sa yo lalq ; 

Re lale r e oot~ , 

Re pota rneshan1 , 

Meshnna b oT~di , 

Tadi k.e;~lo- nehi . 

,la nder er 

Of t he homel2ss , 

,8 nder on 3nd l 2t us go , 

To bonda~e wher e we go 

frnt t ') stay ; 

But t 0 t 2rry fnr a while 

Pra ising little m?.erkats , 

Little meerkats , t he r at a nd 

others , 

rtats who have placed themselv .s 

in hi~h plrl.C -2f. 

(e) Then comes the fifth ona t~at tel l s t he storv of a virgin 

who c0nce ived witrout meetin~ :::i man . It centras r ound two 
.... ; . ,. ,g,.. 

characters , MPOKO or MMuKO , f r om the verb stem - bok1, 

(thank) ; ~nd Ph?lc , ex plained as motho y a hlotseng s ebe , 

i . e . a person who has defeated sin . Mpoko , (the one who 

is thanked ), is said to have br eathed his spirit into Ph~l e , 

who then conceived a child , (Shosho), who was RS bi g ~s 

Lome : 

Mpoko a hcmela , 

A hemel a ka moya , 

Fhr¼lc a ernola . 

i>.. emol A s ho sho , 

Shosho lo mokaa , 

Mpoko breathed in , 

He br eathed in by his spirit 

ttnd Phal~ conceived . 

She conce ived a child, 

~ child who is so big , 
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, ho i s ;is b i as LorriJ . 

one who 00s ~bou scrq ch i n, ha r ound , as des ~ i s et 

ou t') vi s it 1 c- va in w ich h3 re wer e er t lc , and in whic~ 

t he child , Tl d ., as b rn . ' is b irt ~a s pre cede by a 

s hq r f lR s h gnd crqck Jf i h nin , wh ich i l l um ined tha _n ire 

cav - and · s c ntents . is Jve t he im r ession of tr e l i g ning 

h ving dem l is ed t~ e cqve wh"ch had t h n f all en on th~ c~tt l e 

inside , 

Chonqholo s ane 

Kolobe , s ee i , 

See i s.::i m:ffe · 

Me r e meh.::ilcl 211 

Shano l J i . i. 

' i i k8 lewa 

Le wet se a k?;o 

~ e a 

Qhonqhol ots ne 

Th 3 Y ert di er of ch1 r s ; 

r,ha rms t he sweet s melling ones , 

S eet an 

TrG pa l a t e And th~ cRve . 

I ha s f ll en on c ~ tl e , 

Te cAt 13, t re s r uck one s , 

h~ struck one s by TlAd i . 

lit i s har e , inte r alia 9 inform nts indi gn ntl y r ef t ~d 
he me ni f o e • s a r')und ; 1nd ha c Jn '3 Y h r e s eems t0 

bea r em out infu1 l o r how cAn a child be c Ma ed unt o -
wo nd? ~E¼ .::ir::i , -n y be s on h is section sa i d , 1:·-:> i "110 

ka ke a a a r J l eq ba ya a o shwaetsa n Wctnn a hae ha r e 
b tshwane ka kots i . ' od c~ nno w~a r a wound and t h~n i nfec t 
hi s son wi h i t , r~ h~ shoul d r e s e bl2 e ch ot her) . I t qy 

be t he t lome could be dar ivad from · c.· lume , ( ma l e ma n) , h i cr i s 
sti l l f ound i n he Sou ern So ho orama lome (m1 erna l uncl e) . 
The only diff iculty he r e i s hct t f maan i~ wh ich d~cs not sui 
or f i t e con ext i n i c l o e is us ad in th e s e dikoma . 

2Inform~ n s ex l ained 
ex e c in _, and he c il 
0 le l adi , i . e . she no 

l adj ~e ns 3 chi l d . Nh3n ~ wo 1n is 
· s f 11 f r ~ed , it is sa i d of h~r : 

ca rri e s a f ully f o r .~d ch ild . 
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The sun s e w il ~ he we r e en r 0ute . Tre n hit e movin$ 

st~r cut ::i cro~ ~ }1 ;:: ~a ve s, in th e direction o_ · h0r e the 

hund er :>nd ligh n~ hRd come frn~ : 

C,honqholo s~ e 

h sal e ho e g , 

N;::il edi e tsh eu 

Le solo le wcl~ 

Le wetse ma kgo o , 

Atew::i ke ladi . 

(honqholotsan ~, 

Th-2 sun s e t 

:hile we were still 2n route . 

, whi e star 

Of o walk , 

ier cad t he heavens . 

The eavcns hRve fqll en , 

ey h ve fall an on ca t · le, 

The struck ones b Tladi . 

,cc r dinc:r t o 

r ejoic ed ~t th = bir 

wick ed men in hi..., 

e nex s a nza , i Na s not ever body ho 

of Tl di . There w9r e mur murs among 

lac e s . The r ulin chief said , ,,- h::i shall 

I et? Is all e q r~~sone' dru sand mi x ure o o a r 

o ison us herbs h1 will o rl e _ b~skat of chi~f Ainshi 

Tl :1 di a s e yona 

E le h no- h no . 

h0no- hono t jhitj~ , 

Tjhi j~ boRa Ano 

Bo -~ .qno dilo jh1 

Dilotjh3 bk a i . 

K !3 i : k 

he li htnin~ i not be in~ i self -

t at m~d~ he nc i s ~ 

I ein., murmur.; n s , 

he mur er e r s bein~ men , 

,9n , he fath ers of ricks nd he 

l i ke ; 

he fq hers of trick s 3r e e 

s ub - chi e s , 

T ,a sub - c i efs r v h-a chi f !:!inshi- . 

T e c i ef : what ca n I 3at? 

I c n oisone;d dru s , 

lrnfor m~ nts ex . l3incd : Bor e a ke ka~ i, ke nto l ne yq n l ol~ . 
Bor en nk ja bo a , hq n w3na eo a s a a bo nkile? (C i eft~insbi _ 
is ~ s i ing r oe · i is q succ ssion of j umps , jum_ me r 
I jump you . , hie chief 3 ·ns . i w:11 I en joy , whGn his hil · 

~s t ~ken i? 
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Eat ~ mixt ure 9f po is0nous herbs , 

Th 2 t or pler s of the b~ s k~t of 

ch i eftai nshi p. 

This ch i ~f then goas on t o a l ?bor ~t ~ on hi s f ears, i ncludin~ 

t ho s e of his subor di n· t e s , r ega r di n~ ths bi rth of Tl a di . In 

mat ~phorical l?.ngu2ge , he savs chi eft ainsh i p i s n b?. sket which 

contains t h e n3tion , tsi e , i . e . l ocusts ; ~nd t h?. t it is th o 

nPtion t h~t per petu?.ll y sin~s his pr ai s es . nl l t his is now 

i n d1nge r , b3cquse t her e i s a like l i hood t h~t whan hG ~i v es 

?.n or der / co!"l"!'l:rnd , or tries t o pul l t h ·~m up on somet h in 's , they 

will f l y ?.way from him ; nd his sub- r u l ers, qnd lika locusts , 

s c3t t er t 9 ot her l and s . 

Kgal a ke sesiu , 

S esiu m1ol l a , 

Manlla tsi e , 

Tsie mph?.f ;me ; 

Ke r e kr.:~ e kol a 

Ya r e qha l :rn~la , 

Y~ tlal~ maot .:! . 

Chi afta inshi r is n ~r~in ba sk et, 

n g r uin ba s Ke t is t h a ~~the r er, 

The gqther er of peopl e . 

Th~ pao pl e ~r e r ?r petua l pr ais2.rs; 

J hen I t r y and ca tch t hem 

They nm a w,1y from us 

nnd fill od other l e nds . 

( f ) The six t h one is ca ll•2d 2iTH0 Ba SA NELWENG KE PULA . 

( Peo pl e on wh om r 9. in never f all s ) • Thay a r e \vOmen i n t he 

under wor ld , 3nd a r e e~t en by r 0a r i ng lions b ecnus e t h ey a r e 

bar ren . Befo r e thev cAn co nce iv e , r a i n must f irst f a ll . 

Kwan?. t l a s e kwana , 

H3 Rakgornotshwa na , 

Tau di 3 r or ::i . 

Di r orc:1 di jang? 

Di j ~ kgomo- tshwana . 

TPer e down t her e 

n t rta kgomotshw3na 1 s 

Lions r o E\r . 

Th ey r oar ea t i n~ wh~ t? 

They e~t bla ck a nd white cows . 
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~~0nc- tshw~na nyop~ , The black and white cows a r e barren 

,.-,omen , 

Ny}ra di sq ~swnla ; 

Li re di ~lo tswa l 3 

~o kc hone ~ul1. 

B3rren women who do not r eproduce . 

B~fore they can d0 so , 

rL~in must first f~ll . 

The littl~ r Jins thet f all there , do so in torrents . 

They act RS Jn oint~~nt th~t is appli ed t 0 the barren 

w,m~n by S3kg~l9, who thdn r eaps the fruits of pr ai s e . 

ful!rnr; di n"n~ , 

Di n.., rn~dut-21:-, 

Medubel1 tlotsi , 

Tlotsi ~~ Sekgele . 

Sakgele o di j 1 , 

C di j~ '.11~uno , 

l'!:!UW) l"' : :; tc2 , 

The little r qins t hat fall , 

Fall in t orrents . 

Torrents a r e an oint~~t , 

The anointer is 3ekg8le . 

Sekgelc Gats tho~ , 

Pe eats their frui ts , 

The fruits of pr1ises , 

Tha praises of women . 

( f') Fin!l lly, :: h~re is ~ short little on~ of nine 1 i.nes 

only , on 1 ch1r 1ct er c~lled Sef ~di . He is said to have 

come with q ndw wqy of life emon~ thos e who r e side in q 

foreign l ~nd . This l 8nd is s ~id to h3V 3 deep nools , and 

i s f ertil a f 0r 1gricultur a l rurr,oses . 

Sef3di , mothw~na, Sefadi , the little person , 

: :othwan., a monyeny=me The lovabl e 1 i ttle person 

f~ ho t l ~ l e botjha . 

Botjh1 bo r enne , 

3o renetse kgudu 

'.(gudu r :.majf!ke . 

Tshwey1 ho ~~dib~ , 

Ho m;:ihlqb.q- tal3, 

T,11.1 kc bol~lc . 

1.fho ca me with newness . 

Newness has pr osper ed , 

It has pr os per ed f or or phans , 

Orp~~ns , dwell ers in a fore i gn 

la nd . 

At tha inheritanc e ~r e deep pools , 

There is nl ou~hing in gr een fi elds , 

'ihe e;r eenness is f r e sh water ,ql gae . 



5. 6. 1). Di koma 3nd initiation rit es , we r e a l wRys shrouded 

in mystery 1nd s:crecv . Only those who h~d undergone 

in i tiqtion knew these s on~s and ~s men , followed the 

lessons c0n tqined in them. At th is eRrly period , 

initi~tion wh s still gr eqtly prActicad among the Basotho . 

3ut with the arriv,.l of the mission:~ ries , who e~rly 

frowned upon it , there w~ s a br eAk with this a ncient 

institut ion , esrec i al ly on the part of the ir christian 

converts , '1~ ,i ~kane . Thi s wa s gr eatl y r e sented by the 

traditionalists , who stuck t o wh~t thei r f or e - f athers had 

tRugr. t tte~ . The r dsult is th~t th e ~ducnted Ba sotho , 

~Gst of wh0m went thr ou~h missionary schools, hardly 

know t h2 s e dikoma . Further , initiation is f a st dying 

Jut , 3nd so Ar ~ t~e f ew iso l ated old men who knew 

~nyt h ing ab0ut it . Their dikomn Rr e going with them , 

t~us bdc0ming further r emoved even f rom the male 

aectinn ~f th o popul!t ion tha t was th eir t r aditional 

r e ~ osit 0 ry . .1.s s uch t hen they hav~ vir tua lly become 

things of tr3 r 1st ''le2end " Rnd no lon~er exercise any ~ I , - ) ~ 

influence on t }·,e culturnl lives of the people . 

Lr1.NG UJi.GE: 

Th ~ l a n uage of dikoma abounds in deverbative 

nouns t hAt ~r e formed by m2rely hitching on ~n appr opria te 

pr e fix to a ve rb stem without ~l t ering its t 3rmina l 

vowel . In this w~y, a number of sel f - explanatory 

nouns tha t Ar e close to the ir relAted ver bal bases are 

f ormed : 

oll :i ( gRther) :, t:1!lo lla ( the gat her er } 

kl nba (ri erce) 7 m~hl~ba (the pier cer) 

t dwR ( struck) 7 mat ew~ ( the struck one s) 



l ?ukel R (wand 3r}~· mal aukel ~ (the wanderer} 

In ~ f 1w c9s s s , howeve r , t he personal andin~ - i is 

substituted f 0r ter.nin'1 1 

tlots~ (s~=ar/ Rnoint}~ tlotsi (tr.e anointer } 

tshosa (fri _ht en} .:-, tshosi ( the f r ightener } . 

~imil~rly, there ar e a numb er 0f nouns of cl3s s 

1 ( : ) - n1m3s of c~aracters , that ?.ra formed f r om 

various v 3r b ste~s by pr efix a nd the addition of t he 

suffix - an e. The latter i s not dimin utive in sigoifi

cPnce , but indicat es R rerpetual , cease l ess continuity 

of th0 Rction indic~ted by the simrle ve r b stem! 

:=-h~f 1 ( to praise) 7 I"~ phafane ( the f'ra iser) 

qhonqholots~( di ~) 1 ~honqholot sane (the digger) 

kg0lokgotjha ( r oll d?wn , move f r om nlac ~ to pla ce ) 

Sekga lok~otjh~na (wander e r ) . 

Cf . f0f~ ~nd s 3fof~n 2, ( aer onl ane ) ; kula qnd s ekulane , 

( p2. ti2nt) . 

In vi ew of the fact ttat t he vocabula r y is that of 

A secre t l angu~~e , f ~~iliPr objects and concepts are . 

ex~ressed by ~cnns of unusua l wo r ds thnt a r e confined 

t? dik~ 

kgwesha for moruti , (tea cher ) 

mc1kwf'I for ma1.•1Rtle , (seas} . Cf . Lekwa( t he Vaal river) 

mao t a for mafatshe (countr ies} 

s ekgotlo f0 r mor ~ (a s0n) 

sho sho f,r ngwan~ (a chil d) . 

bon~wer engwe r e f ~r meb?.laba l a ( mul t i - col our ed) . 
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This v0cJbulary a l so i ncludes thA wor d for a 

virgin , n~'"13ly , thole ; Cf . s e t hol e , ( q heifer ) . Th i s 

f or ~ w~s 3rrqr ently unknown to 0 r withheld fr0m t he rloma n 

CP- tr·,-:,lic tr,rnslc=:to r s ivho tr,:nsla t ed "virgin11 ::is moviri go 

in t r.e ILOnrrn C, tr·,ol i c l i tur gy : 

;-,irari -; '"'!ovirigo ( th8 virgin ~:ar y ) Cf . Mar i a tho l e . 

?ha secr at voca bul ~ry abov~ i s used with a s ecret 

set of c incords . Thus ther e is t he mo r pheme ls£ , which 

f ·rncti0:1.s e iU''er as :1 sub j ect concord , or a lo cnt ive 

prefix, P.S in Tswana : 

Tau ko ouru".'la , The lion it r oa r ed , 

K~ utlwahal3 hol e , It was hea rd af a r , 

I n r1-1C(; 0 f tre us uP. l r-'.1ssessive concords wa and 

Teban? jwa ;qa r:co , The Teb~ng o f Na ro , 

~J?.r0 j•'lf?. ?:0sito . ,Ia po s ::in of ~-iosito . 

Thot.1 j,1 boer-:1n . ,~ veld of t o st en d . 

'l'h'"'n t h :"r •" 1.· s t h ' 1 ,.._ . h ct· t ~ _ - 2 mor rn,?.rne _,2, wr:1 c oes no seem 

t ~ h~ve a fixed 2nd r egular functional val ue , i n t hst 

i t :'lFlY be : 

{a) h copul3tive fo r ~ative with t ha val ue a nd f unction 

of Ke •.• (it is) : 

~ auno l,Q_ je ke . 'i'he fruit iLi§ pra i s as . 

(b ) A poss ~ssive concord : 

Jnka lo mot hena . Tre pr a i s e s of women. 

(c) The fi r st al3ment of an ad j J ct iva l concord : 

Shosho lo rriokaa , 

Lo '"10kaa ka Lom2 . 

n c hi l d who i s so bi~ , 

~ho is a s bi ~ a s Lomd . 
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I~ ~ost inscancas, ho~evar , the first 3l e:n~nt of the adjectiva l 

c Jnc , rd is omit t Jd , r e sulting in such forms Rs : 

r>kt--1c1 - :nefub.:du. ('T'he r ed sea). 

nS in 1•0rt:--2r n Sotho , t he future f or min ~ :-i UXilliar y 

:>rr:::::- r s 1S tlo ~'1d not tla ( r0) , as in eve ryd :.y sn2e ch : 

Li r Z: di tlo tsw:11~ . ( Befor e they c~n r epr oduce) . 

But in ot~~r cesas , wh~r e 0na w0uld expect t ~ find tlo 

.rrom tl3 ' ho , tie full uncontrRcted f or m is us ed : 

Di tlc: he 1 2 pot a . ( To c ".>m~ 3nd doctor it) . 

In line wi tr. Tswana , locRtive koo is Rlso used : 

!\e ye k:io kg 1a l cte . ;i e should go there to bondage • 

In this c~nnecti )n t ~') , CJnp~re th G noun fil~ fnr fruits , 

~nd TswanA ~~ungo . 
. ---

FOrtM niD TECEN I ~UE: 

~ . 8 . 1$ . 'I'h ?. individu.:il lines af e.:=t ch koma a r e short , e-a ch 

stanz1 cont~ining , on the Aver Aqe , about six to eight 

lin2s . Tr ; individu~l lines a r e closely knitted t 0gether 

fr~~ t he poi nt of view of f') r~ ~nd s ense ✓ This is 

achi~ved by emrloy in~ tre f ollowing mechanis~s : 

(3) By co"llilencin:;r the se c') nd line witr the l r1 st word of 

t ~e first , ~nd the third, with tPe l a s t one of the 

Sek'!,el..., o di j:1 , 

0 di jA 113uno , 

~?.uno l o j'.'.'lke , 

Jsk 3 l o 'l'lot hen,: . 

S akgele eats ttam, 

He eats th em th e f ruits ; 

The f r uits Ar e pr Dises , 

The prc'!ises of w0men . 
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Note tlrn t only :me wo r d is added 2t :1 time , nnd trn t a t 

t he end '.)f e8ch li~e . Ther e i s t hus ~ gr adu1l development of 

the bA sic thought of tt ~ first line . 

(b ) By r epeating A subject c onc or d of the fi r st r r adic1t e before 

:1 11 th .~ others : 

Mot jodimatshPn3 

j1 hl3p~ w~ tshela , 

·i:;,. re o le 'TIO se 

\:a dula setsing, 

Wa kg it ldnya kodu . 

The Snipe 

Swam a nd crossed , 

When it wa s Across , 

It sa t mid- fi 8ld , 

. .,,nd sang ~l oud . 

(c ) By commencing t h9 first line with a vocative fo rm· , 

fo l l owed in the next line by a possessive , with~ dever b3tivn 

noun a s possessive stem. The third l i ne then corn.r:"lences 

with an i mper?.tive f •) r !Tl of the simpl e ver b st0m from which 

the noun is formed : 

Seke;o 1 '.)ks;otjhc:in2 1Nctnder er 

Sa !Tlal i=iukclR , 

Lc?ukelc=i r e 'fe . 

Of th e homeless , 

J1nder on and l 2t us ~o . 

(d) By c~mmen cin~ 3nd endin~ tre first line with a l oc3tive 

f 0r m, f o llowed in tha naxt line by another l ocntive , befar 8 

t he predicate is introduced in t he third line : 

Kwan a tlase kw~na 

Ha R?.kgomotshw~na , 

T.::iu di a r or 3 . 

Th2r e down t her e , 

rlt ~c:ikgJmotshwanJ ' s, 

Li0ns r oqr . 

( e) By omitting the c0puL1tive f or ;1::: tiv 2 ke , ( it is) , befor e 

the base , qnd r cpl 3cin~ the class 10 r e l gtive concor d with 

the corre s pondin~ s ubject concord , di : 

Fulana di na ng , Th2 little r a ins that fal l, 

Di nc'l m-=; dub ~l a , 

Medubel 8 tlotsi . 

Fall in t orrents , 

The t 0rrents ; r ,a an ointmffi t . 
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(f) By using the ide0phona h0no- nono! ( of mur mur ing), ~s a 

n')'l'lin·1l sub st qnti v e : 

Tl -:d i · s <- y0n , , 

:S 1 2 rono - hono ! 

The li~htnin~ it not bein~ itsel f . 

I t be in~ mur~urs . 

In this conn-:ctiJn, com:r"l r ,s tre f 0llowi nP- expr essions in 

which ideorhones ·-1r~ f 0und :=i s c0rul.1 tivA b:-1 sis ,:ift er ke . •. 

!\d Shl1re ! 1 ;r~r c l '-'l rnqboy3 . 

( ne i s~ gr2·t t~l ker/liar ) . 

Cf: Eo r e Phwe ! shwe! s hwe ! (Of shavin~) . 

Ke l ~i ! th 2kgG! tsol o l c1 Matsi en~ . 

(Tl:2 l i r;htnin?; of ';3 tsi8ng is d ?.ngerous) . 

Cf : E0 re l 1i! (0: l~ shing , striking) . 

Ke rhet~0 , ke tu! 

( Th" t i s ~ 11 ) . 

Cf: Eo r e t u ! (Of keeping qui et/finished) . 

(g) ay r ep2?.tin~ CPrtqi n l i nas ~t cert~in intervals under 

th~ s~~G kom~ or di f f er ent one s . For instonc e , the 1?. st 

t wo l in0s 0f th2 l a s t verse of Motjodimatshana Ar e 

i d .;;ntic~l wi th th'; L~ st t wo of Se k~o lok'sotjhErna : 

T:idi kq;olo- pGhi. Tha r ats who h:~ve r.1 -=:i c ed th ernselves 

in high pl a ces . 

Si -iil 0:irl y , und~r r.p<) ko l e Fha l e , ve rs as two ci nd three 

end ·~ likz in: 

Le wetse mqkgomo , I t h ~s f allen on c2ttl 3, 

C1ttl 2, the struck ones , 

Th~ struck on2s by Tladi . 

This r r ~ces s hel ps the memory, Rnd en3blcs th e student to 

r at iin 1s well JS r ec3ll wh qt has gone before . 



- 1 6-

(h) By usin~ A ~si i on: 1 nouns in 

:=: kgomo '71?. t ew~. Th~ c~ttl e , the struck onGs , 

Th e i , 

( i) By usin 9 cer !'Jin !:lmnunt of s em ntic t one : 

J .edubel < tl , tsi, Torr 2n s 9r3 ;:i n oin tm -nt , (LL) 

l o Si ke e .=-2 1 -G 1he ?. no int er is Sck-:,ele . ( HH ) . 

On th e who l =, he l ,:m.,u~=e h ~r e i s ch 1r a c e r ised by br evity 

nd 3 e l e r ; ic s le . Only e ess enti ls 1re ?.:iv"-'n , ' th nn 

cone ci l')us a em 

t h is, however, di ke , 'l r e f ; r r -:in b e in ry 0r dev id of b uty . 

Fr om ~n aesth etic oin nf vi ew, ther 3 is hidd~ n e~uty in t em . 

er e is , f')r ins ne e , 3 nsistent not e nf s 3dness , c 1 -:. d wit 

br idle bitt ernes s in e vnic~ ~f tb e sin~cr whn ur es Sek ol~-

kgotjh.q ne tha t ey shou~d •.-1:1nder on n bond:1::,.: , t o "'linist er t n 

i o en a sters . ~i~ ' l 9rl , h,r e is~ unm istak?.bl ~ n e of 

e sin er · ho s ings qbout the 

l ambs of th ') r h : 

Dinku di a 11 ::i 

Dinku tsa Leboya ; 

Di b_tla dikonyRna 

Dikony n s a s nc. . 

Th ~ sh er !'l r e bl e~ tin~ , 

The sh e-::> 

T e y w nt l amb s , 

"'he i r :>wn lqmbs . 

Ther e is wa r mth and en e rness in r eferrin t o Sef di , the ty c 

of w r mth a nd t ender ness h~ char Rct _ris gs a r ~ud nd s a tisfi d 

mother l:.i in .;i h h-J r c ub y li t l e child : 

Sef d i , mo hw a , ef ,di , th e little e n , 

·.v ho tla l e bo tjh . C e with newness • 

T . ':3 r c is cla rity 3nd ividness in the r a hie r e r e-

s entation of tj dim~tsha n3 , e sni e , crossin t he .:ir e, 1 k~ s 

nd sittin in t ~ iddl e f he veld t 0 bellow like a b 11 . 

The ch oi ce of the fin~l r edic~t e e r e , is v £ry ood indeed : 



- 1 ,7-

• q re o e mo s e , 

' .. "! dul., S E: sin , , Hs s~t mi fi e ld , 

.1 k~i l1n 1 oau . hnd bellowed qloud . 

Fin:-illy 

e:: cu l i r 

-~ s ~ o un 1 □ili~ r wor ds a nd conco r ds , l end a 

, ~ 0f qu~in ness t 0 t hes ~ 9nc i ent co os itions : 

0 

i se K'".! m~b~l 1 , 

C01CLUS I O 

p v . rious so ., , 

I went out qnd r a n , 

To o t0 t h~ r e ortin . ln ce , 

T8 r e r ort qbout ~o l e : 

The eo . le 2. r e fi nished , 

! hey ha ve ~11 dis : 

t he s e3 , 

The r ed s e1 . 

, zebr3 with col our s, 

It c:: C'l l our s 

rt r e 8ny . nd va r i ed . 

2r a i s a close c nne c ion bet~een 

d?nc e ·1n r:1us· c :S well as . oetry . The wor ds f the son ,s 

we rG n 1 co. r os d s e,?. rAtely f r n~ t re music : a sin ~le 

ins ire i on r esul ed in bo h . hey a r e divisibl e i n o two 

mq in res , nRm-1 C icm ·:md cer -=mon i a l s on ,s . Thay ,qr e 

ch~, r '.'\C €. ri s e by re e i i ~nd r hy h or r hyt ic 1 beats 

h"t iv,;,; em a ce r £'! i n amount f r egul a r ity much l ike t hn t 

of Zuro ~c,: n ve r e:12 wi h s tric .l f ae t . The koma wer e -
"3 1S0 s ung 3.n n r ec ed . They e l ay a s e cre t vocab l a r y 

9n C()ncor ds, =" d ::ire s · 11 ,J highly ,u qr ed s e cret . 
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Cl-ir. Ert VI 

D HOKO 

I 

.. 0 . 1 . Di ns itu e .2 i ~hes l'v. t er m!"lrk 0f Sou h nr n 

6 . 1 . 2 . 

So ho r1 di i on-1 li _r2. ure . The fqll in 0 hre2 mi 

c1t e_,o ri :. , n-.mel y , rose of b0y i niti - es or , kolw'3n e ~ 

aniMJls 1nd rlivini _ ne s , s ell 1s h~se o ki ~s 1nd 

9rriors , ' i. c . outs - ndino; ,e rsonal it ies in l e c0 . rtJuni t r . 

rl. . M . 01 ·, .. ~ E : ( BOY I 

Before t _ 1 v9n of ~ur opeAns and is~ion~ries in 

311 S . o boys h~d o und 2r ~o ini 1 ion . 

er r.:, requir ed 

for th8msel ~s , ~ c t ey wJuld r eci e in u lie on the 

d 1y he, re urn ed h0n9 . T~e we3 ker ones , w o ~ere inc abl~ 

of such _rnl c~m osi i ns , w~r e ~~sis ed by the mosuwe , 

(tea cher) , ~ id mos of h d en~ osi in or e • -~ Rt 

h ~y r-,d o c . •m s o 11emoris 8 , - nd 1 r e ,u l !"lr in - rv-.1s , 

qlso re uired ~ ~ive himse lf 

be kno, n ?SQ Lekolwane . uch name s somatime s bee~ 2 sn 

, l1r s o s ersed e te rea l one(s) . This is , hJt 

h~L _e ned f or ·nst~nc · in he c1sc of Le oqo who b~c1me 

Letlnma an 1~ er fush ·eshwe . Then, es h· boy- ·ni 1 0-

t ak~ un themselves ; r e ~~ ny 1nd varied . In tt e vs 

1jority of c. s es , hay r s ba s ed on a v : r b st~ r ec e ed 

by the cl-:ss 5 .refix ±!;- , e . g . Lene , , Lens" , Le ..;n 

Lefet ~. In hos e cns~s where heir own2rs were s 0ns 
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of chief~ ~nd tt ~r ~f nr~ future rul0rf , th 2ir r Jsrective 

age- s r oucs 1 n~ rE~i~ents were n?med ~ft er th0m, in which 

c1sa th9 indiviju~l 1 s nqma w~s plur2lised by mains of th ~ 

class 6 pr~fix g§-: 

Let l ·1::13 ( i,.,-, shwe s hive ) ·-

Lentsh~ (Sek0nyela} 

Lenony·rno ( r.:-c:m::i} 

Lekena (Ler~thodi) 

Seod i ( M1 sn pha) f 

~a t l3ma (now th2 name of 

tl. c :•·:: s eru f')')t - b.111 cld) 

Di )di . 

These n~m es ~r e r ev23 l ~~ t ; t ~~ public f ~r th2 first t im~ 

011 the d~y the m1kolw<1nc; first recit e their pr;:i i sss t o t-h~ 

people . ~8c h l e~olw1ne bG~i~s his pr~is~s wjth his new 

nnme : 

Lenep~ , r ~~Jl?.ntsh0 , 

Rnkol·i S'd CJtl a k !3 '!l"'hetlen~ . 

(Lanepa , r~th2r of th~ bl1ck co ckade , 

F1ther of t he cockade th~t ~xtends t o the shoulders) . 

OR : 

Lefet3 kgalakgeth3 o ye t l ~se , 

0 yo b :m~ diotlw:Jn;:i mee:no , 

0 yo bon1 13 metshw-rnc.1 met hep~ . 

( Lefetq wa nd er ,:m ·:nd ;-) down , 

To go 3nd s ae how huts stand , 

To iso c1 nd Se€ d: r k compl exioned e:irls ) . 

In some c ?. s es , t re pr ~ises i nclude 9 l ittle son~ call8d 

lengae , which a r eciter sings 9t a cer tain stqge in the 

course of h i s praise~ . It i s usu1ll ~, short 1nd r 3p2ti t ive , 

and i s divis i ble into two : ~ so l o , sun~ by t he r eciter , and 

a chorus , sung by his :1s s oc i9t ~s . Tr::: chor us mn~r b::3 a 

s i ngle l ine , whic r. runctuntes a ll th2 l i n2s of th~ l c1der . 
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The l 1tter, however , mRy intr0duce va ri3tions in his sol o r~rt 

~s f ollows : 

Leader : 

Chorus : 

Leader : 

( It cries , it cri~s the blue cr~nz) . 

0 3 lla , moholodi , o Alla . 

Nt 1t8 , wee ! 

1 .. me , wee ! 

K~ooo tsesJ d i kalo ka din1ledi . 

Ts~ mal oma d i ka l o ka jwang bol a . 

(F~ther , mother , uncle , 

Our cattle 3r e ~s numerous :i s the stars , 

: Iy uncle ' s -ir e as num2r 0us AS t h?.t q;r a ss) . 

Ntate , w-32 ! 

Ke b~ne n~wen8 motl e ditjbabeng , 

~e t imelctswe ke l ebits o l e f 3n~ . , 

(Fqthcr , m~t h~r , uncl e , 

I have seen~ beaut iful girl a~on~ f0re i gn 

people , 

I h lve f or ~otten h2r n1me 1nd sur nRme) . 

Nt1t e , wee ! 

A. I 1,:ne , wee . 

r ::ilo:ne , wae ! 

L Jr ?. t " l:i ngw:.na enwa 1 e ?. ntlhol a , 

Ke ronono Sc dikoti ma r 3meng . 
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(F~th;r , mothGr , uncl e , 

My l ov~ for this girl 0vs rc0~0s me , 

Sh:: i 5 ~: be~uty 1•Ji th di r:-wl ; S on h"'r ch 3eks) . 

T~~reaft er, he c~ntinuJs with his pr ~ise s , e . ~. 

6 . 1.4. 

Kg"' - tjcka - ti eke !nOl qmu w-i k0tj:1ne , 

K2 r e ke b~t s;diki;,:wal r, o f okol e , 

0 yJ w~l~ ka sel a k1l1keng , 

Ka ~o~ h 0 dutscng t 3u l e tshukudu ! 

(Of thr~win~ the kot j ~ne sti ck , 

,1r_3n I thr'1w it a t f:.trid.ct;es it bac'1 11as t 00 light , 

~nd g~es 3nd fqlls in , hot rl~cc , 

'.vher ein s it s ~ lion qnd 2. r hin,,cer os) . 

In s aying his prqiscs , ~ l Jkolw~ne st ~nds in An upr i ght 

position, holdin~ ~ littl ~ stick in his hind . l his sti ck ie 

c~ll~d ~ kot; -ine . He cr. 1nts h is cr qises i n :-m evc:n v0ice , witr• 

hi~ eyes fi xed Jn the r gised kotj ~n~ . The pr 3ises t h3~selv0s 

3re mainly i~agin~ry , in tbqt the b0ys pr~i s2 the~selv~s on 

things th?.t a r e n~t based Jn f,..,ct , but on i ma~inRtion a nd 

wishful thinking : 

Thol ~ng l er ~t q k: f~ olA k~ts~ 

N~w1n~ ka t s3 h~ etsetswe modidi et s1 ne • 

.:1·J n::i k ,.., ba ets3 jwAlo E1thebe 

Ngw,::in,.., katse l tlola b3 sr1 mo le1;1ohe , 

Qhe ku l a b1 13 hata motswets e a kula . 

(Keep ouiet , I 1~ c3str~ting ~ c~t ; 

Shri eks ~f ~rpl~use 1r e not m~da f, r 1 ca t . 

They di d so onc e ~t Mathebe , 

the c3t jum1 _d uneYf~Ct8dly 

Hnd qn old men t r amped on 1 sick, newly confined w~rna n} . 
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In this stra in , the r eciter m~y qt tribute g number of 

desir able qu~lities unto h imself , and may ~l s0 ide nti fy 

himssl f with v~rious f e r oci ous ~nim3ls : 

Ke pi ti ritlwAna , k~ rhuthi , k8 hl ol o ; 

i<e mm~:nrhokor ,, k:? phofu, k e n ,ff e . 

(I am a short st r ong m2n , q gr eysbuck , ~ r ed h3r e ; 

I ~m R bully , ~n e l 3nd , a buff alo) . 

He may describ e his imaqin2ry buil d 1nd f ~cial f a~tures , 

r utting himsel : in the b est possibl3 ligtt: 

Mohl~nkana e motshwRn1 , Lef et a , 

Mohl~nkqn~ y3 ntswe l e m0nat e ; 

~~ohl 1nkqn1 W":! h0 s eh2lw.:1 the be . 

BAnJna bJ mo r 3t a ba SR mo tsebe , 

Ba tsamaya ba ithobak3ny~ dikot o . 

(A J ark c,m~l axioned young man, Lefeta , 

rt young m~n with a beautiful v0ice ; 

A young m3n t o be c~l l ec n chief , 

A young m~n t , be given a shi~ld . 

Girls l ove h im without knowin~ him , 

They go 3bout br eaking them s elves into smal l fiec2s) . 

This r rocess of i dentifyin~ t h~~selves with various 

f e r o cious animals is t~ken from the pra i s e s of chi efs-

1nd warri~rs , who oft en do the s ame thing . Flowing f r o~ 

t his , is the f ~ct t t2t some makolwa ne may qlso t ske a lin~ 

or two from tha prqise s of a p~rticuler chief or wa rrior, 

a nd add t he~ t o theirs . In this connection cnmp3r e 

Mc=i s opha ' s line : 

Mal ef etsa na e motshwa n3 , Letsitsa , k~a itsedi ya Mpinon, 

(The dark cornpl axioned M~laf etsane , Letsits3 , br ~ther 

t o fc!pi nane ) . 

a nd L.ef et a ' s : 
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J 3le ~ts ::1 ne e ;11o tshwc1n::i , Let l isa , 

Kg~itsed: yJ Sebin:1 l e in□ n d , 

( he ~~ rk co rl ~xion2 V~ l ef etsan 3, Le li s- , 

Br h r:r "' .=.ebi n :'1 -:nd :.:rin rine) . 

Simi l 3rl y , cs b lished ri d l es may be foun d in h~ ir r qis ~. 

Seo 1 1n1 S '.1 1 2. 0 ~n , 1 a 2 m z , 

Ke e .. :, k, o k =-;i n shq th r t . 

( -he e c os ur e ~r ~o r wo0d I s 1nd , 

Is qn deren in~ ~n stron ~t ) . 

C . h3 r iddle : 

But h r e ~a · be q r 1in of r uth 3nd 3 C 11 

stat ~mants in th ~s e r qise s . T . is hq .ens, or ins qnc e , 

in t ho s e ins q c qs w. e r ~ t he r ecit er dr 1ws -fr ~m 3Xis in~ 

or pr ev gi in rejudic 2s in society such 3s hos e 

be wee n e r di i on ?. lis s ~nd th 8 Christi ~n convert s , 

gj ~ka ne . ~~ e 1- t or qr e ridicul Jd b t he rm 3r b -cause 

t hay no l on~er ~dhe r e 

leb ol l o . ns ead the 

r .dition~l r qc ice s such as 

h ve ~dot ed f o r e i n v3y s Bnd 

r a c ic<::s , r e sul in::; in eir bain .. 1.--, b el l ed 

ich is basi cJ ll de r o ~ ive , int a t i e ,ns hybrid~ ~d 

eo l e , . nd is onnact ed with he idiom Ho j 3ka k3 l e l em~ , 

( Tn a dopt a f ·-- rei n t ')n ~ e ) • he s e ri1:1 j k ne , _ r om wliom 

th ~ resen l a ck int ell ectua ls arise , ~a rly t en P o 1~~k 

down u on ever hin . fric1n an conv ers ely , o Jul~ ~is~ 

every hin uuro e~ n . Tb e trad itiona lists r es ~n ed h is 

3nd thar ef or e subj ec ed t am t o ridicule in heir . r 3isas , 

in a n at empt o u hol ~n m~ke _r o ~a ~~nd a f0r ir 
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anc ient institutions . I t is this aspect of the matter th~t 

is r ef lected in tr.e praises of som2 makolwane : 

OR: 

.faj:.1kane ho non/3 A mqtshehadi , 

A matona ke mekotP. tsie . 

(The f emnl e converts become fat , 

The male ones a r e as l ean as the white stork) . 

Ma qa i l e mat hisa phut hehang , 

Suthang ka moyeng l e a nkga . 

G,a i l e nkga sa podi ya phooko , 

Thisa le nkga sa kolobe y3 motswetse . 

(Ye uncircumcised boys and girls congr e~at e , 

ttnd move off from t he wind ' s di r ection , you smell . 

An uncircumcised boy smells like a he - goat, 

~n uncircumcised girl smells like a pi g with a litter ) . 

The l anguage is very strong her e ; it or ob3bly shows just how 

stron~ly the community f elt against the desert ion Rnd 

de secra tion of t r adit i onal institut i ons . 

In thi s process, dir ect r e f er ence is occAsionRll y made 

t o the fore i gn pr actices th~t ch~ r acterise the ma j Rkane , 

such as r eading books and ~ttendin g missionary schools , 

instead of go i ng t') "Ha hatl,qdi." Fur ther , t heir usual 

excuses f or not wanting t ~ under go circumcision ~r e not 

unknown t o the traditionalists who r ef er t o t r. em in t heir 

pr aises : 

Sebala- buka , s ebal a - bos3wana , 

Qa i eka r e l e tshaba ho bolla 

La r e : " Ha l e mpone ke hal ?.letse, 

Ke hahlamet swe ke moy~ wa s ekol o . 
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Thisa ek1re l e tshaba ho bolla , 

La kut~ hloho lekor a na , 

Motutl ~ 1~ o ~ena ma lobolobo . 

( A book- r eader , a reader of n0nsense , 

An uncircumcised boy in his f ear 

S~ys : Uon ' t you s ee the t I a~ holy , 

That I have been influenced by school a tmospher e? 

rtn uncircumcised girl in her f ea r 

Chops off all her hai r and r em~ins with 9 shi ning he~d , 

rind f ol ds a blanket i n a <;:lumsy W?.Y ) • 

Such pr e j udi ce s h~ve come i n s ince the arrival of the 

mission~ries who , despite the ~r eat benefits t hey have 

bestowed on the hfric3n community ~t larse , wer e per haps 3 bit 

hasty in frowni n~ uron s ome of the traditional pr~ctice s 

even bef or e they hqd fully und arstood them. It is not wis e 

t o judge ha stily , f or nobody c~n b e wise , wher e nobodv knows . 

Not only l ebol l o , but also rlfrican n3mes with all t heir soc i ~

historic~l significa nce s wer e ca st a s ide as bein~ symbolic of 

haathanism. Instead , me? ningless 3rpend9gcs t o t he hfrica n 

like Augustinus or Alfonsina wer e encour qgad ~nd attached t o 

the ir children bef or e they could be bctpt ised . To the writer' s 

mind, no thing could have been mor e unfor tuna t e than t r.is , as 

it is one of thos e bas ic and subtle psycholo~ical f1ctors 

t ha t t end t o make ftfrican s despise wh~t is essent i a lly hfr icvn , 

and adopt for ei gn wqy s And pr 1ctices with d i s a str ous conse

quenc es . Ha ving t aken a wron~ r oad , and r ealised t h8 t it i s 

wron~, ~ wise man will r e - trace his st eps until he gets t o 

t he correct one , fo r : 

"Where ther e is no vi s ion , 

The people perish ." 
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nddition~l gra ins of truth are a lso f 0und in thos s 

i nst ances wher e th8 r eciter mqy r efer t n his p~rentaqa , 

me~b ers of his f3~ily a nd , usua lly , his unh1rpy crildhood . 

This is usu~lly in those case s whar e t he reciter 'Tlay hav e 

l ost his f 3ther ouite e2.rly in life 3nd his mother l aft 

t o struggle alons with the f -:;mily . The r eciter so r t of 

g ives the listeners a brief a ccount of his life- hist0ry, 

and inv~riably t~k2s advant?. ge of this opportunity t o th~nk 

his ~0ther for ~11 she has done fnr him . He 1ls 0 comforts 

he r in her di fficult position . h gi ft ed r eciter c~n 

re?.lly be m0ving in suer. ca ses , and his r r ais es , he i ~ht enJd 

by a well- chosen lengae , may brins t e~rs t ~ many : 

Mme mmangwane mosadi wa batho , 

0 tiise pelo o Se o l e ~ohol o , 

Litsietsi h3 di ~akatse mosadi . 

~os2l a l e dikgutsnn ~ ha a hlonamc ; 

Ha hlonama di YA hodiswa ke mang? 

Lefu 1 2 many~l~ nthong tsa batho, 

Lanka nta t e la ntshiya shal abeng . 
, 

(~other dear, thou poor little w0ma n , 

Still thine heart , thou art old Al r eRdy ; 

Difficultie s Br e not surprising to a w0m3n , 

The one who r e~?. ins with or phans nev~r sulks , 

If he sulks, who will brine them up? 

Deat h is evil in humqn ~ffgirs, 

It t ook my f ather a nd left me ve ry f ar) . 

Hoke n~ kga itsedi ke ona lejwe , 

Ke ana l e t hat ~ l a ~or ~llnna . 

Mantsokots3ne wes ~ , K~oboso 
0 ' 

Ke elwa a tsokotsR ko jwa na thabeng . 
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(I h~ e no sister ~nd swea r by a st 1ne , 

Th 3r e he i s ~aving a r u~~~d l it t le blan ~ton the 

mount:i in) . 

ta qri ous r ecit ers s how f amiliar it with b irds 

-rnd c:'I l e , includ in t 9ir numer ous col our s : 

holodi , 

-. 
~ C' d sw,1nq hl ')oho e s "! tsof.:11-2 . 

('I'h~ u t i - c.1loure ~ird : t h.:; bl ue crane , 

re: bluish ~r C: y o n e: , ·,vi h ::?.n un:1'=>in he:c,d) • 

Ke ol ~ o treos3 0 yA l e ttota . 

( ~h h ' b 1 · d ' th t h h 't f t J_ • • e L 1 e e _ 1 ~ crow wi -. l; w 1 c ~e , 

Th~r 2 i ~~~ s ?c r ~ss t h count r yside ) . 

E J ts e 2 r e ho ~od isR, "Tl o m_ul el e . 1 

St3nds in th ~ kr~a l nnd lows 

Sayin.::, t ') ,e b Jrdb oy, " o come nnd l et me out . 1 ) . 

T ey ~lso us e nu~be r of wor ds Jf f or e i ~n or i in . 

For inst ?nce , Lef e q in Jank i e ' s collection , l us e s 

such forms ~s 

1 I.' J ~ k ' H. ,;;., . .-,. n ie LIThOKO TS F KOL~. ,...NE . 
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mmeit· , ( .e id/ma id) ; sekenkeb0r o o , ( s kinkbord) · 

nnoi , (n o i ) · kc'\ oko , (k .ok.) · dil ehe , (s l e ) ; 

l oloko (kl ok/cl ock ) , r nd mo u , (mo ) . 

S r ue ur ~lly , th 2s e r . i s es nr e b , s ic~ lly th e sam " .1s 

diko a . Th z essen i 1l unit is tw0 line s, he firs t of 

ich intro uc es ~ i deq or ex . ecta tion , which is c 

in be s e c nd : 

.antsoko s a ne weso k .' bos , 

e e w1 A ts kotsa ko jw3na t ha ben_. 

y ever wav i _ bro he r g bo s o , 

The r e e i ~vin~ a ru~ ed l it l a bl , nkat on the 

mount a in) . 

The vPri us un i s a r e hus clos el y kni ge he r b ecrrn s e 

hat is i "lport n i s 0 out ,v r d deco r c=1t ion , 

a rr:J n e ent , bu he CC) , l etion of t ho u~ht . 

f e9. ture in this th u h- 3rr ::m :,em2n i s thn f 

:\ e nn k _,1 itse i ke an1 l c j e , 

Ke 3. TI'l l e .a a ln or all ~rnA . 

(I hMve no sist er ~nd swe r by a stone , 

I s~ea r by 3 qrd one , the iron stone) . 

r word -

,-,,nether 

linking : 

Wi hint .is s ructur3l a t tern, v~r ious fi ~ure s o s ec 

a r e used , a r icul:1rly the e hor nnd t e s i il e : 
,.;.-- -

Ke ma , hokor o , ke hofu , ke na r e . 

( I 1m bull , n eland , a buf f alo) . 

Qa i l e nk a s 'i y 1 !'hooko , 

Thi sa l a nk n s a olobe ya mot s etse . 

( n unci r cu. cised . s ells 1·ks ~ 3 - . O1t ; 

' n uncircu . cis ed gi 1 s e l ls l i ka a i ~ with a lit ar) . 
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Further , as i n d ikom?. , cert8 in line s within t he pr ?. i s:s of 

ona r eciter m~y be f ound r e pe3t ed 1t cert ~in intarvals . For 

inst :rnce , Jqnkie ' s Lcf e t ?. r e pe:: ts t he f 0llowin~ lines on 

pages 29 And 39 : 

Ke ~2kJd itswe ke moha tsa Tena n3, 

Eo ar en~ hl ~ bon2 kgomo di hApuwa 

A tsol ~ mos e a phutle f 2. tshe . 

( I wa s surprised by Tenan2 ' s wife 

·.ho , on s eeing cnttl e be ine: cnptured , 

TAke s off h =r dress nnd strike s the ~round with i t) . 

11nd on pAges 33 ;ind 41 he says : 

Ke mak9ditswa ke NgakAna Fhatshwqna , 

Ke ite e ke r e a phekole banA ba ka 

n hlab~ podi , y8b q o 3 ts ; ma yq , 

(I wa s surprised by Ng3kqn~ Ph8ts~wnna : 

I sskad hi~ t o doct ')r □y chil dr an , 

He slaughter ed q goat P. nd went awRy) . 

Finally, t har e , r e cer tqin lin 3s t hAt a r e v 3ry popul Ar 

and which occur in t he r.r qise s of vRrious r eciters . In 

this connection co~par e : 

Lefet a : 

Lene pa : 

Rrma l e nna kc r e a etsisana , 

r1. ha Pe tshweu k a ha r.e tshwana 

Di yo tshwa na ka mmala sakeng , 

(My br other and I a ct a like , 

He captures the whit e one a nd I the bl ::.1 ck one , 

That they go qnd Mqtch th2ir colours in t he kr 33l ) 

rlona le rangw~na r e a atsisana 
' 

0 hapa -= tshweu ks hape e tshwa na , 

Di tle di tshwAne k? mm,lA s akeng . 
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(My uncle qnd I ~ct 3like : 

He c~ptures the white 0ne qnd I t he bl~ck one , 

Th~t they may ~Atch their c0l0urs in t hJ kr1gl) . 

DI PH00F0L0 : ( ,\t'iIMaLS ) • 

The v<:>rious 1nim!lls th1t were known to th,:; :rnci ent 

Basot ho were rr2is~d in vqri ous w1ys . Frnis~s were 

cor.1r-os ed f0r wild 8nd domestic :rnim1ls , t hus indic1ting th ':1., 

the pr ~i s er s wer e intrigued by th ~m qnd t heir habits . 

Their obs 2rved hqbits i nd chAr?.ct eristics, such ~s huntin~ 

and th eir methods of r unnin~ , 2r a includ8d in their pr~is~s . 

in most Bushmen pqintings in B3sutol ; nd , ~~ s noted for i ts 

slow trot in running , which s eldom developed int0 3 full 

g~llop . Lanc e its DrPise s : 

r~hlehlR- t ho kwgna 

Tshehlan1 , !'1!!1 .. nkw'iny,rne a loti. 

( Th a side ... vays tr0tter , 

The fG~nl~ yallow on J , th J el~nd of the maluti) . 

Simi l ~rly , th a fMct thAt Fhir i , the hyqena , hunts only 

by night is reflected in its pr 1is~s : 

Th3m3h9n~ , ngw~n9 ~Adik3 tsholo 13 ka phirima , 

Nq mot shah~ r e o tshabBns ho l e dikR? 

K, tsh 0 ba ~2lato nthong tsa ba tho . 

(Hyaena , hunter by night ; 

~hy 3r e you 1fr ~i d to hunt by day? 

I f eB r troubl e in peopl e ' s tring s) . 

Despite i ts shgr p ~nct Poisonous t eeth , the pig , kolobc , 

w1s nev erthel e ss known t 0 bG ver y scqr ed of l i ghtnin~, in 

whose presenc2 it never r ejoiced : 
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Hodi mo 13 e sa kol obe 3 non1 , 

Phoofol o a nonang h3 l e s el c . 

Kolobe- mashel eshel e 

E nakana di ka ha nong , 

Thi p3nyana ya ma j a ho ntse ho llwa . 

(The sky clenr ed 3nd the pig b ecame f ~t, 

The snimal th~t f 3ttens when it is clear . 

Wild boar th?t runs about , 

dith little horns in the mouth, 

Little knives f or eating amid cri es ) . 

The hi ppo wa s well known f or its divin~ and swimming 

ability . For t his r e~ son it was pra ised a s : 

Kubu ho hl ?.p1 di potla na , 

Tse kgo l o di a l a l3 f eel J , 

Kubu ya qwel ~ , ha hlaha mokokotlo , 

Ha hl aha 1 ~ motshetl3se w8 ba sadi . 

(It is t he young hippos th3t swim, 

The big ones mer ely lia on it . 

The hi ppo dived and only its ba ck showed , 

Including its ehin bone) . 

The same is true of t he crocodile , kwena : 

Lehlapahadi l a bokubu l e bokwena t 

Le a hla pe , l e a lala , Bakwena , 

Ha a na kubu , hn a na kel e jane. 

(The divining b one of the hippo and crocodi l e 

f nmili es, 

Swim a nd lie on it , Bakwena , 

It ha s no hippo ; it has no little things) . 
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I n he s her e of do mestic nnima ls , t he b2~ st, kgomo , 

i s he one 

r 3isa s f r it , s f oll ows : 

f.o n~k~ l 3d i o ,ohol o , ba nn~ , 

r ona t j .na , k3 ol a - l_s~a no ; 

Sehwet ~ s ho j cwa ka mah s ana . 

K0 omo ha c ~l e meno a hodimo , 

E al~ 4 l 2se , bos eber ~n: , 

Y~ me l a q je N1n6 ke ba s~di . 

K~omo ~ u ~ sella- mor eneng , 

H~ e 11 ?. me s 3nen ea r on nR. 

od · .. '.) o nko = metsi 

i~ r a s el o l an 8 ditjh~ba . 

(The bi sdible bulb , oh man , 

The li l e .o har of nic en3ss , o ener o f he mou h · 

The c rro t o be ea t en by rinc es . 

1i. be~ s d:)e s n t s r ow th e t r ow of t ,3eth, 

I r ovrs ones th ~t ar e e~t en by w0m~n . 

beq st l ows 9t h~ r e :1 t l a ce , 

In or d i n:! r vi 11 c1 e s its lowin '=' is un ec0m i g . -

T e d wit h h~ we nos e 

Of 0 cqus e n~tions t o q a r r el ) . 

In addi i on t is enc:XP. l r r:i is e , how~ver , e ch 11~n could 

com .ose r Aiscs f or is f avourite cow or bull . rt ,00d 

ex~m l e of 

.:, iven b 

,is, qr e h e r ::i ises of Feki s i ' s cattl e · s 

of ol o . 1 
rt r oud owner c0uld lso com 0 s 3 r 1i s 2s 

f or his f ?. vouri e hors e or dog : 

tj ~ ya 3 a 13 k unon 

1 ohl s the '- ots o- motsho 

E tswan l :1 sc , .,:i ebel en . 

1 , Mofolo : OETI On BOC ~BE , 79 , 
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(R1CT3tl9 1 s d~g , kgunon~ 

.'i th t he i:;i tcr bl~ck j:~w, 

Th~t c~mas fr~m d0wn Ngun i l1nd) . 

6 . 3.12 . n number of Sotho cl 1ns vener ~t e certain qni~al s which 

s erve 3s t h&ir t ot ems . Such f 0r inst~nca ar e th~ Bakwena , 

th: ne~rlc ~f the cr 0c0di le ; Bnt3ung , of the lion ; 

BJtloung , of tha al ~pha nt , qnd tha Batshweneng , of the 

m0nk3y . In th2 vqst m8jority of s uch c2. ses , the pr a i ses 

6 . J . 1 J. 

of th0 particul~r ~nimql be c~me thos e of the peopl e who 

v.:m.er-:t2 it , 2 . _ . those o f the croc0dil e =i nd tha h i ppo 

'1bov1,;; , ·~ r "' us2d by the B:::i k\.,.en::i -1 nd Bqkubung r espectively . 

The structur ;l f o r ~ a nd t echnique c~ployed in thes e 

pr1ises is b1sically the s~me as th1t f ound in dikom~ 

~~d dith0ko ts3 m3kolwane above . Occasionally , us e is 

~~de in tr~m o: ?. rch~ic 1nd obsole t e f0r ms like l ohlany3 

for g~bJny3 , c1use t o quArrel , 3nd potla na f or - nyenyane , 

sm :11 . nlthougr: - potls ns .1nre~rs in the dictionary , 

i t is h~r dly 3ver used . In these pr 0ises , it 3ppears 

with 3 subject c0ncord inste~d of an ~djectival concord : 

Kubu h0 hl3p1 di potlan3 . 

(It i s the sm3ll hi op0s tha t swim) . 

The fi rst ~l e~ent of the 3dj ectival concord is o~itted i n : 

~ohl 9tha motsho- ~otsho . 

(The pitch black jaw) . 

c . DIT~OLn : (DIVINING BONES) 

6 . 4 . 14. Divinin~ bones 1re m~de of old bone s and horns of 

1nim1ls , e speciqlly cattl e . The y a ll have name s . 
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. 1 ~!'-: :.,, e on,1 , rich is rn:~de of e horn of a m3le 

b. ·· s 

fb-.l:.f1.l? = .h. Pl '!di . In 1ddition t o these f)ur , there 

qr: ~um~r us o hers thqt 9r e ade of bJn_s of various 

Col 2· i e t ,~y ~r e known 1s ditqol ?. ~nd a r e . r a ·sed 

'." S 1 -OWS : 

... us 

n 

~~ aol~ ts e h l a n~ l e tse shwel eng . 

0 the hrusa o f fhel a , s0n of ~ra edi , 

ivin~rs o tte livin ~ a nd he de3 ) . 

d .:_ i in _ , he iviner m3y .., ive .em t ) 

on he .., r ound . H wever, befor e do in 

irst si.•:e ..., li l e: ,:'l tC r. n re .r ound . 

in wr.ic h = f-;l is C1 l ad l ew-_ , _r o .2 , 

E-~ch f :ill r. r 2W[':. h;i s its onw nqrri e , Si nificP.ncG 

ha a 

SJ , 

The:: 

f c! ll . 

nnd 

r ~ · s ~s . 0n ~is basis, er a ~r e 1s mAny ,r1 iscs 3s 

i ent 

he 

1y 

~r e ~r e ~1ta , f ~lls ~nd th2ir n. rries . a_e 1· 1 =ives 

1 t a f hi r ty ni e , while ,o tl :1 ell e2 says ther e 3 r e 

:bout t ir y or or e . s .., rul e , diviners ~r e ex r emcly 

secre ive in -=? 11 

si nific ;m c 2 'Jf 

.eir do in s . This is true Glso of the 

:e v~rious 111s of their divinin~ bones . 

They , 3!1d .ey 3l ~na nders 2nd hem . The same e li e s 

') their r 3is0s , ich t end o he ighten t his secrecy 

lJ • . '1 6 l a : LIPHOOFOLO L L~ LITHOKO T rl TSO rl , . 23 . 

.JS . 2 I. J\.o 1 ~mel e : ,·. K E,... • 'OS Om O, 
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~nd MYSLsr y by occa sion~lly e~pl oyin~ q s raciAl vocabulary 

t h~t is intell i ~i bl e 0nly t n ~embers of t his pr of ession : 

Sc nkise m3bGl ebetlwa ; 

Dn n0t tgke ~e t n th 3 s r ~ve , 

Tre s r nv2 i s the cont ; inar of nations ) . 

:he w~ r d ~'b~l~bJtlwA 1bove is confined t o t t e 3e prRises . 

OtrBrs l i k~ i t ; r e Fh1e f or !!!1_lome , ( uncl e) ; mangana 

fo r dik31mo , (cqttle) ; mahlehe f e r bonol o , (soft) , 3nd 

t"'utlo f')r sehl•-:> l""~q , ( q gr o up) . 'iJh,1 t is Mnr e , S '.)ffi c: of 

t hese forms ~re 0cc ~sionnlly f 0und with s p~ci1l concords, 

incl udi~~ th: elision ~f t he i niti3l e l ~m~nt of thd 

fut l 0 tj~ bnNoko di bnl otse bosiu, 

Ts l l 1hl · moutlwa mon~ moph~tshwa . 

.. nc; c<.r') ff'-::d 1 bl 1 ck ~nd white quill ) . 

hPP.rt : r '.)m th i s s peci al vocnbul qr y , t her e is al so 

•l number of ~ r ch: ic ;::nd obsol ete words , including some 

of .J.;1:uni 0r i "; i n . .,mon:: such words 1re :n.:ll ob1 f or maoba, 

( J ay before ycst ~r day) . Cf . Tswqna maloba ; _ b eduwa for 

sha puwri. , ( be beat e n) . Cf. Tswana bed iwa ; meolwane f or 

m~edi, (boundari es) , Cf . Tswana m~lelwang; selo f or 

ntho , { 1 t h inf;) Cf . 'i'ow:1 n-1 selo; and motw~na f '.)r ngwan3 , 
,, 

(3 child) . Cf . Nguni umtw3na , e . g . 

i'iot ho o ,1i::1tl q - mAtl3 l e motwana , 

Kgnm, c Matlq- mq t la l e namane , 

Nna ke mqtl3- m~tla ke y~ kgosing , 

K~ s 1 y1 bJn3 ~ kgosi e s e jang . 
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( __ rer~ ')n runs with ~ ch ild , 

~ c~w runs wit h ~ cRl f , 

~s f Jr ~e , I r un t 0 t h ? ~re~t pl Ace 

I 1~ still go ing t 0 see wha t the ch i ef eats) . 

M~l qta t owe o tla itat ol a jweng , 

H1 e t l 1r 2 h3 o i t ~t ola ebe o a b eduwa ? 

(You f ') r ei~ner , how wi ll y0u 2x cus ~ your s elf , 

35~i n~ th@t Jn d0ing so you wi l l be be3 t en up ?) 

6 . 4. 17. Fur t her , i deoDhoncs , incl uding compound nouns in 

~pposi t i on t o ordinary nouns , a r e us ed fr ee ly in the s e 

nr~ises : 

6 . 4 . HL 

OR : 

31s ~di , bom~~t ajang- d i - ngat a , 

TswJ ! Tswe ! s edibeng l e mo seba , 

Le bile l e kgutl1 l e mo s eba . 

(.:-:,men , rno th0r s )f numcr '1us l i t tle news items , 

Of t 3lkin&, t qlking a t the wel l back biting him , 

nnd even r ~tur n ing ba ckbi tinq him) . 

Pel ~ y q r e tlwee t Tshwene y3 r e hoo ! 

Yn re hou t ya r e hoo ! ThA~ah~ , 

Phatshw~nq- t ') l odi ya mafika . 

(Th2 r ock r abbit sa id thwee ! , t he monkey , hoo ! 

The r ed nnd white spot t ed one s a i d ~' hoo ! 

Th~ bla ck and white spotted one of t he cliffs} . 

Some Jf the pr a ise s includ~ pr over bs and r i ddl e s . 

For i nst3nce , the f irst lin9 of the f ollowing quot a tion 

f r oM one of them, constitut es the r i ddle whos e an swer is 

ditaol &, d i vinin~ bone s : 
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?"i 211 - fi el :1 , Hkoko ~ tswal c , 

As& nn~ 3 t swalla m3tl qkal en~. 

(Swee r 3 littl ~ t ~at Nk0ko m2y bring f or th his child , 

~E s r.nul ~ not d , sn in bi t s of str aw) . 

,.nd in t be :::-llowinrr line s , t h2 l.qst on 2 inc')r po r a t es t he 

vr ,v~r b : !s~bo ~~s h-~~n 3 h1 di j 0we , i . e . t ho s G of a boy ' s 

cattl e , ~r e not ea t en : 

;vbhl ·- E: h'.) l;nL'. k~ut s :-rnc1 

Kg0m0 J tl ~ di tsek~ 

~;b3nr tsnb 0 ~osh3n ~ne h~ di j ewc . 

(The uncl e e:ts c P.ttle ; 

;-1,2 h~s ·:8 t an th 2 c:1ttl a of 3n 0r r h3n 1t r•-'.)ph a rrng . 

The d~y the 0r rh1n gr ows up 

l t ~i l l dcn1nd th e~ 

J?C!USJ thos e of 1 bo y ' s f8~ily ~r ~ not e3t en) . 

n strikin~ f~1 tur G of s om3 of t he s e pr 2ises is the 

~c casi ')n1l us~ 0f neqative f , r ms of th a pr es ent indica tive 

Tumi y~ ~er ; r:n3 y3 kwennnyJnc , 

Y~ h3 k~ r ~r e , ya h3 ke l o~8 , 

Ke tl a l orn~ mqisAo ke hodile . 

(Tumi of t~e little twi s t e r 0 f t he l ittle crocodil e , 

Of I d~ not t wist , I do not b ite , 

I sh~ 11 bite in yea rs to C')me wr..~n I .'.lm gr own up) . 

6 . 4 . 20 . Finally , n numb~r of pr P. ise s f or v1r i0us f3ll s , c~nt a i n 

n~mas of trib1l gr ouns ~nd 3r e s 3i d t , be arplicnb l 2 t o 

them. ttmon~ these s r -, ur s 4r e t he i3akwena and the Batloung . 
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In .11 such c3s ~s, th3 pr1ise s , r th : rnrticular f 3ll , 

l ew.c, , inc-::,r:--')r-:te th0s ..., of tr e t ~t -:"Yl th,i t is v~ner1ted by 

tte r-rticu:~r 7 r ,, up . For cx~mrl e , th~ one tt9t is s~id 

r. ~,:i_a pen,,. 31kwe na d i :i lqle , 

Ha~ E-: -<ubu , h:i , n::i. kel2 j-~ne , 

L:~ ·-: r,:1 sel ,,fl1i s :.. 1 0,·111 n p_; ka :,et sing . 

(s~~ncs 0f th3 deep s~inmers , 

Swi~ jn it y e BAkwe n1 , ~lid~ on it, 

It ~- s ~~ hi:ro , it h 1s no littl e t hings , 

It has n~ bit e r th~t bites in the water ) . 

I n this c~nn~cti ~n , co~~~ re tbe pr3ises of th3 cr0c0dile 

in 6 . 3 . 1 1 ,t0ve ; ~lso note tr.e use of tr.e anim~l concor d 

di in tr·"' s:.r.cmd lin ~, 2s t~ou.o:h the t"')at was '1'\entally 

eouatin~ th~ rrec 3ding Ba kwenR with dikwena , the 3ctual 

swim~ ~rs . 7be ,ne f~r the 3atloung is snid t ~ be : 

Tu~i y ~ m~bG ne q tlow~tsana , 

n tlou s e kene kn l dnyel e h3e , 

L~nycle l e l ebe , 1~ mn lobolobo , 

Lenycl c l J fubel 3 tlou m~ok~0la . 

M~hl1len~ y ~ lona y ~ ditlou , 

Hq ab1 ~8di , ha eb~ malob0l ob0 . 

Pho rhoth3 tseba tlou m~okgo l a , 

Tl0wan~ d i hole di o fihl ele . 

(Tumi ~f th 2 si~ht ~fa f emale elepha nt , 

Of ~l~phant dn n0t ent er home s ecr etly . 

Se crecy is hnd , it is full of 

Secrecy d iscoloured 9 running ~l~ph3nt . 

Io your tr~cks of alaph3nts 
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Tr ➔re w~s bl)0d 3nd gr1ves . 

S~1<2 your a~r , el eph.qnt th~t runs , 

TL t y Jun~ -3le r hAnts /Tl'"' n-rr,w t, your size) . 

D. DITl-iJKO 

T"' .. s2 -r = tr1d.iti(m::i l nr 2. ises nf chi2fs qnd w1rri0rs . 

~hJv ~r~ ~~ s ~~ 'n ~ctual deeds or ~ctions c~nnected with 

tr.~ ~~r~icul1r incividu~l who is prgised . In ?. cnmmunity 

t t lt: 2"uld ni:: itr.:;r r e3d nnr write , they c•,nstituted :1n 

iuti· ~ntic r .c, r ci 'J f }'\~St evants in th 2 history ".'>f the 

inaivifu-1 ftnci his trib~. The v~rious battlds in which 

h3 _~rtici~1ted , 3 S well 2s his ~chiev~mants in thdm, 1re 

~ll includ:1 in his ~r~ises . nnd in view ~f the f act 

t~~t th~y w~re recit~d in public , in the presence of his 

c0~r ~d; s i~ 1r~s, wh1t ever a man said r egarding himse l f 

i n s ue~ b~ttlds c~uld en sily be che cked ~nd verified. Chiefs 

~ittGr c~~D~s~d their 0wn prnise s ~r were pr aised by their 

iffici~l ~r is9rs , diroki , with the singulqr ser oki , from 

~ , rr1is2 . In suet c~s as , i . e . the l Atter, the praises 

, r e usu,lly in the third person . In tha ca se 0f the former , 

q 5 wsll ~s th ~t of individu~l warriors who invgriably 

c ,mros ad their cwn , th :;y :-ir e in the first uerson . 

6 . 5. 22, Dithoko :re usu~lly c0nfined to chiefs and warr ior s , 

i. e . 1:';r ::iwn- ups wh0 were 1tt"1chad t 1 d-afinit e milit1ry 

r e;i ~8nt s . But this is not thJ whol e truth , f1r it is 

1lso trus t 0 s~y th1t individual d~eds of br~ver y on 

th2 Pi rt of 3 y0uth , whJ di e not yet belon~ t0 an established 

~ilit1ry regi□2nt , could 3nd did result in such ~none 

c~mp~sin~ cr1is~s fJr timself on the b~sis of his m~nly 

de~ds . n cl1ssic1l ex1mple h ~re , is that of Lepoq0 who , 

·l s • Y'.)Ut h, v 1nquishec tbe cld~rl y rlamonaheng and then 

nr 1ised hi~s~l f 1s f,llows : 
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q en_ di e du ; 

1~ ,;/") We l ., ,3 ' •' b ~rb ar Q K di 1 s hous e , 

., r ' ·.: r v ho - r:v ed h.1"1O J h .:> ::,-1 s b ;-; r rt . 

I , 5 n . t.. - V . 'i ~r-)WTJ y ::; 
' 

I · 11 r cr.1:1 i r r'l j_ :r i y , ·:1 r s t "l C ) . 

I ,.. - ... . .. 
1 .: I I.• - inci ~ l, L :~ .r) ' c _ 1 e .., n r ~ y 

k ') n a m1n sylla ic 

sZ.ve . ( •> f sh ~vi .::, ) . It is o s ibl a , t hou=;h not 

:i r un-=i e youths 

d i , 1 _. 1 :: ii t t; he us e he 

f I r ; 

I n r sci tn;::) .is r r :1 is cs , ~- r eci "'r j s fC) r ward 

r,r l t' ~ ,, --=i 2 m 

s '..) s in ·3 '.1 ') a . 

t ~m s 1rt- s r.is 

~l }-1..:; i "'1 2 '.) 

This r ef :! r~ r) 

hl r "i sins 0 f 

r: f')c h!' 

h"l cl 0 r A iS :! it 

r ? S c n _he 

" ,. .::) ·; s if i 

1 ~ ~ s-.: t h .rin :, b r md i i .I. 1 i s s . ~- r , P. nd 

s !! C-2! whe e h~ C n be s0en by 111 . He 

1 is c.~ s in q i !?;h voic e , ffi0 V i tn and fro 

C'":! sion, lly st bbin t e r o nd with his 

e 

he 

":! S 

in 

rs 

e numb er of vie ims i lled in b~ttle . 

he s r ts off 11 ike :1 fir e- ern;inc . 0 2 

s - a with w . ic he r at lcs the off . 

vo ice in this m:inner , is r ba ly du ~ 

he er e r ecit '3d in u 1 · c , he r ecit er 

::> r er 0 :i1Ake hi . s e l h,., .q rd t ') all 

hin -.:> th ~ he sunl l . 2 n i on s is hi s 

r-1 CU C i ., hi s elf t ·) t h_ :" ·, ~rin . 

lcf . Z. D. ~ '1 0 ,:.0 el .- : LJ_HOKO T · .l . • EL'\ 
2f .n. . C.,0 : HIS TOrtY , -.iD IZI 0 ~ GO Q_◄ THE 

TUJISS ! ol . fo . 2 , J ne , 

a.-,. OTHO , P . 5 . 
S~n ZI C .IEFS , B, TU 
1931 . 
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Cf . a similP.r pr1ctice with makQlwane . Th3 same thing 

haprens when a chief is pr aised by his ser oki . Thi s name 

may be his r eql n3me or one that he has acouir ed or co ined 

f or himself on the basis of his deeds , e .g . 

Ma3mn , Sekobot ela s?. Lekena , 

KnbotelJ sa Raletshabisa , tla ke ! 

(M~am~ , the st1opar 0f Lekena, 

The stoo cer of RAl etsh3bis3 , the Vultur e ! ) . ( M3ama) 

OR : 

Semam3r el3 sa V!ohat o , Le kena , 

Semamar ela- batho , 

M~m3 relq batho ba ha Sepiriti ! 

(The sticker of Moha t o , Lekena , 

The sticker on t o people , 

Stick on the peopl e of Sprig~) . (Ler ~thodi) . 

This is then followed by the name s of his parents and 

r el atives , his r egiment and enemies , a s well ns the var ious 

geogr 3phical 1r eas in which he may have f ought or passed . 

In this manner than , tha name of the indi vidu2 l is exp?.nded , 

el aborated , nnd various glimpses or i t ems about him given . 

His entire life- histJry is thus t ol d in br oad outline , 

a nd t hose who know him can fill i n t he v~rious det Jils 

within this broad frame- wor k . For example , in his pr a ises , 

the l nte Seeiso, fAther t o the pr e sent pa r ::i.mount chiaf of 

Ba sut0l:nd , be3rs , inter alia , the f oll owing names which 

pr ovide such a frame- work : 

Seeiso ; Tshwana-Mant 3t a ; Nakangwedi sa Mo kgatjh~ne ; 

Mohal e wa Mokgotlong which is wher e he wa s placed by 

his f a ther among the Tlokwa a nd among whom he m2.rried his 

second wi fe , mother t 0 the present par ~mount chiaf, who wa s 

born at Mokgotlong; Tladi ya motse wa MohBt o ; Mos~l a l e 
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dikgutsan3 ts9 Lesotho ; Mohnle wa s ah~l~ jw?. l ek, Tjh2ka . 

~nether f 1ctor c0nnacted with n,m ~s , is th1t v3rious 

r eciter s c1ll th ~ms~lves by numer~us f er 0ci0us anima ls , 

Tl9d i a ntsho ya haboSee iso , 

Ya tjhes~ Ma seru tsat s i l e r 1pa~e . 

(The black lightning of the house of Seeis0 , 

Bur nt Ma s eru in the l a t e Aft ernoon ) . 

Tshukudu ya LekenJ , Lehla bqtshwana , 

Seb~ta s a r o r ~ mer or o se tshabehq , 

Tqu ya r or a e ba bona hauf i. 

(Tha rhinocer o s of Lekenn , Lehl abatshwnna , 

(Maam3 ) . 

The wild beast r oa r ed , it be in~ f ~~ rful t o behold, 

The lien r oa r ed , s ee ing them ne1 r it) . 

tt t la ka sona Tau ya Din~r e , 

A j a kn ka sona ho ditjh1b1 ! 

Kwen3 e eme l es eding l a thota , 

Ya em3 l ena ka l e se l e t jhotjhile , 

Leihlo l a hqnell~ M3 l otin~ . 

(Griffith) . 

(He came with it , the lion of the Buffaloes , 

And stayed with it am0ng f or eigners . 

The crocodile stoo d in the middl e of the ve ld , 

Stood with its hor n a l r eady sharply pointed , 

Its eye fir mly fixed on t he maluti) . (Jon:~thane M0lqpr: 

Sekgohola s a r;o kga tjhane , qwane , 

Sefa ko s ~ ngw~nany1na Nkwebe . 

(The h eavy r a in of Mokg~tjha ne , th~ viper , 

The h~il of t he da ughter o f Nkwebe ) . (Griffit h ) • 
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I s,~.,, ins Pnc2s , ow ver, h3 r eci er m1 start off 

·5Sinz hirns :::1 am t o be 

"f' Cl - .. c . 

{CJrk our ~2 r ~n list en o Scl1mo , 

o .. c w 'i r r io r :if er ~thod i ) . ( rl1f '1 1 '1 s. ne 

0 

(Co r your ea r ~nd li s en , you are? f ool , 

Lis an t th ~ c~mra nion of Ler 0t .odi) . (S ediB ne) . 

In h~ -. in b d of h ,3 .r c1 ises c r eci t er ~3Y r efe r 

~ s 2ver1l ~i ~s . He m?y r ef ~r t o he b ild and erso nql 

.,, 93 r ~nc a of he · n .ivid 1 he is pra isin~ . Thus 

Griff ith w '1 was~~, of s.or s 3 • r e is de scribed ~s 

f:illo s : 

k~ mo tlol~ hod imo . 

( ri ffith is ~ ver' s or r er son , 

One c~n '7-8 Sil overl00 . i m) . 

On he , he r qnd he s t ri i ng ers nal i y of Ler oth od i 

r,l'J jel?. is de scrib ed ::i s fo llows : 

3l ed i c s hweu- tshweu ya h 1 Gma 80 3 

E h~e - shweu ya d~m3k oba a . 

- ------------------------
0 mos2hl ·l mo s E: mnna we. Ts ha k~jwe , 

K.:-1 b0sehl:1 o s wnnn __ l ahl ~ba he , 

2 bos·, Ju , shw·m l e d . nql ~d i ; 
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Bon6ata bo n h~n3 , bo J latola , 

Bo r e a tshwAnq l o m3fub a hantle ! 

(The white shin in;:,; st :ff 0f r,:i·:t'.':thaol~ , 

The whit~ shinin~ on~ of R2m3kg~bal0 . 

Es is yellow- c~lo ured , t he son of Tsh3k~jwe; 

In his c0l~ur he rescr·bles s 3nd 7 

In his wtiteness he r e se~bl es the st1rs . 

The m~jority r efuse and dispute; 

They say he is identic :il with th~ dnwn ! ) . 

He mey r efer t o geogr aphic3l ~r e3 s from which he 

st3rted 0n his w2y t o battle . In such c3ses, the n~rrativ~ 

el ement which is upp-3rm0st , can be very beautiful indeed : 

KwenA y a tloha Dikgwele e p1l3me , 

M1hodi o hahaba l e l e f atsha , 

Ya ehlwa kg'")rong h.:.! ;(g:1molane . 

Ba ~o theola batho ba ha Ma s opha , 

Ba hlaha- hlqha ka kgor wAna tsohle , 

B?. hl~h1 dikgoron~ l e d i lomong , 

B3 bets3 ka dikoto le ka m~rumo 7 

Ba rrunetsa ho y3 Phuthiatsana ! 

(The crocodile left mount Dikgwel e mount~d, 

With mi st crawling on the gr ound , 

It went up the pass at Kg~molJne's . 

They f orced him down , the peorl e of MJ snpha, 

They 3ppesr ed from all Rngles , 

ArpeRred 3t p2. sses and pr ecipices , 

Att3cked him with knobkerr i e s And spe~rs , 

~ttacked him 2 s for QS tha smRll Caled'")n river) . 

(Letsie II) 
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~wen~ y1 dikwen~, 

Yq F.ete le ~okgat jh~na 

E tswn kuk~ m~k~omo dits0ncne , 

a~~" etsetsn ntwa ya ditlweb€l ela . 

( The cr()codi le of cr,-:i ci:-diles , 

Of Feet c Rnd M~kg~t jhane , 

Is ~r .~ c1rturin?, c~ttls with spc~rs 

Twixt :Jinbur g ::.ind Bl oemf onte i n . 

rind wh~n t hey w3r e qt Excelsi0r , they derrived 

him of them , 

~nd en~~ged him in n pitched battle} . (Mssorha ) 

In the sqm~ strBin , he M~Y nlso include a ctua l words 

utt er ed in b~ttlcl or wor ds of advice dir e cted t o t he 

leqder by his men : 
Yar e ho kena ya bua le Diodi, 

Y1 re , "81hl ·=rnkE; n1 , l e b :--1 hlabe k:t m~1rumo , 

1 € b~ hl 1b2 l e bq abcl 3 dinonynna . ' 

( i,nd wh.:rn i t entered it spoka t o the Diodi r egiment 

r,nd S'clid , 11~1en , y~u must st3b t hem with spe.:1rs , 

Stab t hem nnd all ocAt e t hem t :> the bi r ds) . 

( ~ia s o pha } • 

OR: 

B1 r e : 11LetlaM1 , qh3nolla pe r e di f ule , 

Ntw:1 boh:ilo ke y?. hosa sa . " 

( They sa i d , "Letl -:.!mJ off - s 1ddL: the horse s a nd let 

t h 8m gr a ze , 

The b~ttle ~r ea t is f ~r t he morrow" ) . (Griffi th) . 
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Th~ r ecit er mqy occ3s i 0n9lly be s3rc3stic, a nd even 

insul ting . For instqnc ?, Ler 0thodi , who w~s the pillar 

of r e s:st ~nce ~~3 inst the surrender of guns in 1S80 , 

r efers t , t h~ British ~s follows : 

s~nna b~ kwJn~ K1p~ l e Bay , 

li1 l e r e be 'Sn,:l:rnd m[-lhc1 t E1 t 

('le wer e n2:=i rly scoffed '=-t by for e ign2rs, 

Th_ ~~n ~f th ~ Ca pe And Table B3y , 

~0t t~ menti~n t hosa 0f En?l1nd , the dec ei vers t ) . 

-. ~::iin : 

OR: 

En wGla ~nk~o~o , ho wel e m1podi , 

Ho ba ho wele m~ nku 3 M1buru; 

ho welc mqkgomo 1 6 Mat ebel e 

Le -rn~ 3 hen o J h1 l ·0kotedi . 

(C~ttl e 3nd ~OP ts must fqll in , 

~v ~n t~~ sh~~p of the Beers must fall in; 

C1ttle ~nd th3 Ndeb el e must f 1ll in, 

Includin~ these of your house , the house of Mokotedi) 

(Posbodt Mo~ga~ jhaQe) . 

H~ h1n~ l a lenyane Let ebe j3na l a Peekq , 

~~:; tho le qoo~:1 q sa e t en1 , 

n r e k~o~a di wel a Qe l e , di a tshela . 

(Ther e r 6fused a sm1ll little Ndebele s0 n of Peekq , 

P.e not even we2ring a cover over his penis , 

hnd s ~i d CJttle will cr0ss the Or3nse river) . 

6 . 5 . 2 7. He m:1 y give q gr :~ phic description of ?. w~rrior going 

int 0 b 1 t t l e , o r the r e sults ~f his pqrticip3tion in it : 
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Ei tsc h~l~ ~ h)t els , e tuka , 

C: b:~tl 'i 0 -:;b3 k~~b, ~ kgub edu , 

H~ k2n leubqn~ 1~ rnong ~ me , 

Ncj~ y1 ~2n· e hl ahlile m~hlo 

E b~hil, ,en, l~p~ l 1p~l eng . 

( I t h~rc0nsd t~~t ~s i t c1ught Jn , 

Neqrly bsc~~ing a r ed confl 2~r a tion , 

Th~r e enter ed my master ' s h~wk ; 

Th.2 140-; w2n-c. in with its eye s wide open , 

It~ t~3tJ :.x ro s -2d i n -: d:rn i;;e r ous w3y) . (l\~~ sopha) . 

, tjhay~ fatshe Mor ena wa M3tlama , 

A tjh~y ~ ~~t8he h~ f~t eh9 mangope ; 

Tl qm~n, ts1 b1jw~ h~ r a l ehlRb ula , 

Otlw1ny1n~ ts~ tjhel~ m~b~ l en~ , 

Di fqt e ts , f 0for eha m~k~3petla , 

Dirobels ts J ~hurusets3 m1tlung , 

N0nyqn1 tse beh~l~ng difnt en~! 

( Ea struck the c:r ; und , the chief of the ~1a t 1Rma , 

fc struck t ~e ~r ~und gnd d0n 7 3S emer ged ; 

Fl~nt s beca~e fr Jst - bitt en in summer , 

nuts wer e burnt t ; the gr ound , 

Tree s shed t h~ i r ba rk, 

Sr?. rrows flutter ed qbout in houses 

Birds th8t nc rm2lly l ay their e~~s on tree s ) . 

(Griffith) . 

Des pi te t his gr apb ic r epr e sentation of t he eff ects of 

war, some r eciters occ :1 sionally resort t 0 ~uphemism, as if 

t0 blunt the sting ')f de~th . Thus in desc r ibing t re f 8ll 

of -i ri;::i n wh') h:;s b2sn shot , ~i-=iam:1 simply SAYS : 

~,bng 1 per e e put swa ~ rwa bala . 

(The rider of the ~r ey horse s lept) . 
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Oh: 

'.)f ~s2s , h~ reci 2r d')e s no t 

he endin is 

,. h2 r acl i i ,., •. l r . nc i:'lg t 0 and 

_r ~- i0ned 2~ rlisr bu whi his now 3cc 3lar nt ed t o q 

' . s c0~ ines t 10 bins a s Da a ne 1 

ri .::.. y .... : in s ou n 1'.'1 S l r r 3 1 c 0f rr~ sing 9 S well 

0 

1 Q _-. 

_·:::, . He . e l ·i "1 " ') , 

I --i •• c·-- min - ~> .1~ t by r.i a .ns o o 1 .-:: jwa nd 

··:ohl:1 h is '.)) . 

H 2- hel e . _''.) nc? n . !-'.~ l e , b, n -i nc; . 

La b') '.) ,,a l on1. i '"' r e yq .0 hul 1 , 

: : '.) 0 r hulw 1 ke 
. 
-:re · :> Se f :: y1 

Y~ o~·o s '.l ys 0I. hq .h-:; hi 

Di ~ < ~ au 1 1 e j jomel:i. t 

( .. :- .., - h c 1 a • Look ! H ::: 1 2 . L o k ! 

a:: '.)ne 1"' you b 3 · n , s ruck .... ') wn b he buffilo , 

s r-i n 0 f Jos e h , 

ar n w s s uck 0 

Of th a h0us : r f t~s~ 1 

by s ~ h s s n, ~ buff3l o , 

~.,1.. . -, "' hi· ,. , 

s 1r 

UO En SESOT O, . 11 . 
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,:y., 2 .t · unc. ~i h ·h J thy ~s ~ i. en ed f r, as wel l 

~ C' h::. .,,,.,nncr in wr1 icl· r -Y er a r~ci - . T Jy w3 r a b3 s ic1 lly ~· .. -
in en c.. :-r ,_h 

\,, ·. ~ci Ii '"I t h~ ~ e · f·r l list zni ng publ ic 

,~~ ·10t, . r -~-din:· -Jn i:. • 7~ r .is r ~r: s 'Jn re conv2y,nc e 

-in. ·.--:t.i:,n _11· _l lish 2d ·n v1ri. us s yl istic 

ch ~0 gh - :. d "l e ion3 wer e 

--.3 ic 1--in .u~ , wi h :)ut h:J e er ol l owin 

::~c·. "'\ iar 1 -i:·lly ) r s.1s 2. r '1 m be i nnin t'.) 

r .,c .ss 

.... ..: Y': 
::,_. 

r_s 

r l 

_a . 

"v-

18_ 

O:Si C 

h 

is 

'1. 
; 
- ' 

':J C is 9X a nded nd 

.n nllowed by ·n0 t3r t 0 

w:ict · s si~'lnr y ta~ ed . The 

t .0u2ht s wl c f :-i llow 

he i r 

... ~ - 1.1- .: • ·:u S <::qU Cc nr -i_ r e~·:i.a n . ..::, ,:, C 1 S 2 1 r :;i e thou ::,ht 

is ,...,,., e u :) scv :: r q 1 · n.:;~ , and IJ •.,rh . ch h r e is 

!] 53 ~ i s '"> Il :] r fl ') Sue. .. s e c , ns itutes wh t .. .. 
m"' • . ,} -.d 7 V rs :-> 0r s ~nz1 i seri es of 

s er ...., J S c: S r s 1nz-:i s 11~k2 ~ r gise oe . 

t. V. r ,.., s i .es wi n s :1Z a.r9 r el , ed 0 , . 
' 

-,-.J.-, 
r r 1l elism . e . 3 Jr 1 s i ::i rity -..... 

l 

e i· e w s r r ::l<='!lbcrs i f s .? a who se w0r ds 

C rr C, 0 C ') Il - ~no __, .e : firs -;:: "1 a r ?. Y r 3 iS•. a n 

e . ,.: ~ :-in whic r· is S · isf · r C 1'1 _e . ed by the s econd , 



1 

~l~ i e n sh y1 ~b0°?eiso 

Y; jhcsq ;.:,1s e ru s1 si l e r !'lr-::-,a . 

( T .. a bl~ck l i ,h ni ,; of . e - s e ')f 33eiso , 

Bur _ i:-::,, ser i. 

0 

Ts 

0 ~ bnn::> f ~ s e leno le a y~ . 

( H 1 '1 S y0 rs i e l 

0u see nur 0un r is o i ns . ( i,e r ot h di ) . 

e low or r ~~r 3ss of 

l ine s is not i arru _d un il r ~ is inc i v e 

m~rks t e st1nz~ is r e-:i he . 

" ir,. of 

se :rt 

nS c1l re 1 y in e u he v .rio s ... nz:1 s withi n 

?. r 3ise - oem ) no 11 w 0ne ano h: r 1 · cqlly . nd 

ecR s e o" his , e n ::i l :::· ns :-> n c jum s occur he c . ur se 

of '1 na ;: n )1-:i s1 ne r -:> isa - oern . I W'! S r J bly in vi >J 

0- r. is .q Frnf . :.E.s r d~ s .dd , in e r ~ icl. hf3 t h e 

cons r C i on 0 s .. m ~nC=S end "') ~ lRconic and St r ccat o . 

In r·s c nn ec n t. 'J e s r in in 

~ri)us e isode s ~r und 0ne ~n r ~l r e in he l on er 

3 S: . e in ob Ri ns in i hoko : 

Sem :1 ., rel -:i s - 0 . . t o Lek en 

Serna 3re ~- b::i ho 

.:.i'13 r el;i b :~ h0 b~ h :1 Se i r i it 

0 1 '.l t o k2 n 1 r e y ::i d i . be 

e 1 1 e b a f -~ hl e . 

K ven :=t -1 sh e 

Y ~ s . e b ·1 ka :n .1 o a 1 e . ·1 b 2 u 

'1 S ~ .:l yan.q b1 11"-,k ow-1 bn al q ~ 

• . Le s r :i de : E C I IC , Oc ~ber, 1935. 

nl 
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f s ll in ! ) . (L er ~t hQdi ) . 

fi r st thr e lin ~s c-nst i ut e ,n entitv by the ~s elva s . 

r c __ b·,· c-·nstitut in,:; -; st rnz ::: . Fr '.)::-i t h is , it is cl .eor tha t 

·• ccu:rl 2t f t •::'"' l ines , i. •= s 2-::ond e ither r ep8:it ing or in 

ttS ·, r esult ')f tr_ writin o- of .;.ur'.)re-:n po etry , 

dit' ~k, , r a usu3lly wri t t dn i n v s r s e f o r~ . But t hey 

~ffecting 0r 1lt ering tr~ir nel ~dy i n : ny ~3y . For 

cx1~r1~, the 1: st t hr ~a linas ~hove w~uld not in any way 

!:lrr , ngcnent : 

On tr . .J cont r ,1 r v , t r p:.: r <:: 11 -:::l i s--- of the v,irious 

s -nt nc~~ c mes , ut ~Qre fully under t his qrrun_emcnt . 
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he oe c ~~l ody of h2 s e er ~ll €l line s ·s ensur ~d by 

e es i:: e of r h 

ns r essed syll qbl ~s i n 

i , ~ , ? r ec r enc e ~rs ~s3 ed and 

el 1tiv e y r e~u1 ~r m.nn er . This 

r hyt is e i .er ri gi no u i o . in hq \-, · sG - oet 

S pr. ~S RS -=i lt of i in him , 

exult ~ in n V ?. 

-t. a t 1 ex~ct or r er:; l...,r f::irrn. Unlike 

'1 ~es ern 
' 

is 0et es not de gn on ym e ~nd me r • ) 

ho~ , c nv eyed b 

is 1cco pani ed b rh 

corres, rrndin J 

3 3nc a nf s en ~nc , ~ whi 

OR: 

( 

I 

5 kgo ol a S 7 j '1 e , q e , 

Sef ~ko sa n ! ananyanq I ebe , 

H. o / r e S ct n/..va .ny1n?. Le{ ~. u? 

Se 410 il :; h:.•'.:! / ul a e 1en3 , 

L I f 1 / / ct · e a a s ~ne e en s e MO o 1 , 

-j "!n 1n ~ b '1 / s : b:-i ') / 31 1 q , 

he d 0ur ') ' ok :;,-=i jhane , e 

T e 1 . 1 of he qu h e r of k eb 2 

. thy ') S'1. . 1 of }'-. .} d .,ht e r 

l c f 0rne 11 i s r -=i in 

The driz Bl e '.1 Vin .:, urne i sel i 

V 

f' 

a youn ~ ~e bein :1 fra i d 'T\OUn 

I 
e 1n l 9di sho ~ ha oSee i ') 

Y;.J jhes , . I I t . I seru s ~ .., 1 le r ~ M ~ ' 

I. I I I 
--: ur ...1 b:1 SW 1 ~ bt:: s eh3 

I I I 
<? ka sh 1ra sib oy . o wa m::m • 
... / b ,.. ' I 
u n 0 1 b ')n~ .? ekebe e . 

o ' I') I b I eke 'l one ne abeke 
Dfth a i !shebis na el o • 

(T ~ 1~ k li htnin _,, ')f he hous 0f 

urn Aser i , e =.i e ~r crno n , 

e r , 

Le . .,1u? 

t m s 

) . ( •Jri fi ) . 

eeiso , 
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hb,ut tb- miadl . of the 1ft cr nnon . 

. n~th~r structur~l r ~ttern is t~~t ~f linking u p 

v ~ri,us l i n.s ½y c ~m0ncin~ t~ 0 naxt line with t ho l a st or 

F~3t ~ , shwela 1 0 filr l ~rumo , 

( Ler 'Jt hodi) .. 

fr~t;ct ~hv roor ~nd tr.~ chi efs , 

Th~ p)Jr 1nd chisfs w2 ar e stunned) . (Ler ot hodi) . 

l~st ~x~~rlt , N~s~l s mnv ~lso ~iva the effect of 

rlAsticity ~sin: 

Se:i.1"1<1r e l 1 s·. ~:oh~to , Leke..,,:, 
. ! .... ' 

( Ler othodi) . 
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rt n'.) t hd r stru c ur~l f e2 ture is th 3 of r e.etition . 

he s 1me r ed i c~ e ,1 

n b ~ ~ b~n~ b~ ba ny~n e , 

b 1a l e lwe e 1~ ~or 0 ots n1 

b .::> ~R~ e e hol e , 

bu~ l e :-nus? va Sek_ nyel t1 . 

(H t sro e t o Jhe children of his br hers , 

H~ s . ke 0 .. lw s l e ,:m ,0r0 ot sncl , 

S k~ t~ ao en : Se ol e , 

S , , ke ~ ..mus':> , s J n of S onyela} . (Seleb lo 

lloshweshwe ). 

~ e r ~ · vel , h J w0r d - rder ~q be i nv er ted , and 

nn i ent i c8l r ed ic ~ e whic in p firs instan ca , is 

f 0l ~ ree y i s sub jec ~nd u~l 'fic .::> iv e 1 r e e a t ed twi ce . 

T es e o .r edi cA -=S 1r e en a ll owed b 

Br 0 id ~nt· c.l bu ct · f er en .r ~~ t .0 fi rs 

wo ot ers which 

, t e fi r s t 

one ls :- bein _ --.11owe b y i ts own s _j ~c t! nd qualific tiv 

S -- k...,o· _ .el I s eb.::i "I s q ·, tl '1:t:l , 

v 1 k 0b hel w~ 1 r e s e ~ ba hu h3 . 

mo __ e S::! hf! h 'J b <1 h2 i'- :1s') p .a , 

E ., 'J '.)' a S3 ::- r e t:) y 1leh2 . 

( I ec~~.; is ?us ed r. :, b ec:1. s Df the 

I be '1 - is 
~ 
ust ed :md wnn t ed 0 .q 

:,~,:i 

her 

T ey S C1 er ed he 20 l e of 1 S ha ' s , 

'"'h ey S C:! ~r ed ?. nd ri ed t o run 3W y ) 

1 ma , 

the • 

( riffith) 

;.· o e v e C)m l e e ba l an e bet ·m en he . e bers of both 

1 irs e r e . Th~ firs line o the firs s t ~nza i ma~ 

by h3 is 1·ne 0f he sec0nd stanza , A d t e s econd one 

o .e i rs , by r: e s - cond one <Jf he s ec nd . 
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tee ition al s occurs i n t ose i ns anc es wh re 

s e a r a e i ems ar e enu~er ated . I n such c ses, a ser i es 

o con ·un ivc ~dver bs i n l e ~r e f oun f, l o ing one 

a o er , nd h~ r e i c~ e em l oyed is e s ue i n a ll ca ses : 

i ent e e di hlot hetse hodi mo , 

Le dik~omo e setse e di nkil e , 

Le di ere~ setse e di nkil , 

Le nu e s et se e di nk i l e . 

(It 1s u r oo ed ents , 

ttnd the c h8 s a l r e dy akan , 

~ nd horses i 

nd e shee 

h3s 3l r e dy t aken , 

i h1s already t~ ken ) . ( Be r eng Letsie ) • 

6 . 6 . 33 . n f av?ur i e echnique is c us e of . e a r , whic h 

is e v _ry so 1 of __i__hoko . ., s !) lre3d . ointed o t , 

v~ri0us rGc er s i denti f. he~ selves wi ~rious fe r ocious 

~ni~1ls ~s ell 1s 1n_e r ous nP.tu r ~l en mena l i ke t hund er 

1nd l i --h nin . . ~s l i ons , t ey r o3r ; and a s l i :::,htn' ncr, t hey 

un er 1nc eY lo e 1hile s vultures , - Y uck nd hide 

t h , s3lv2s b s ')0 in o m : 

Ta y'J r or a ,n~ h'.lufi . 

(The l i on r o r ed n s eeing t hem na r i t ) . (Griffith) 

al:i. a f ak0 sa -fo k jhane . 

(I se off e h3 il ?f ~ k a jh3 ne) . 

ur iffit 

(Gr iffit 

ke l et ol o . 

is li -=-h nin ~) . 

er thod · l e 

(ditto) . 

(dit t o ) 

i na a . 

(' en he vu t r e 0 f Le ro ,'1d i s s t r k , i 

uck s own ) . 

ama) . 



wi 
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n ~ f2 ins 9nc e s , however, 

Ha 1 ,f~ sh e 1 2 t e t e 

e ide · r y t ems elve s 

a r ~i nbow or t he 

e r _in w f .3 l ~nd of I<'1 s wes we , 

.-' .. en 

·1 8 i 

q C-~ 

Y8 n~ 

~ sky ~ d 

.., e .rt s 00 k ) • 

~ r"'\ 8 S ~) y~ b0Let s 

~ e~r h , 

~b is" , 

e 1., , . n l .:; m. f ube , 

~ h l -=: ~ 
q d i k 0 0 di lla . 

~ 

(.uer t hodi) 

( The e., rl ~o r n·n: s . r , br ~ er f Le s ab isa , 

Te ea rly mo rn i n~ s 3r h- P e3 rs wi th e dawn , 

( if fit ) . 

n t ) U. ~s 9 .o r is ~r ea 1 used , 

cces ion lly f ·· und '"' □ , S 'J''W i . e s 

e s · ile is 

e s~m e enviro nment 

:'J S .e f r!Tl er : 

Le l q ~ l e ru l ? l a h '3 0 jh., bel a , . ' 
La lo al a eka ula e a na , 

Aka £' ect · e h '! h c1 Th:1 9 dl . ,1 h a l 

qf ~ ~ r nk a l e il e e l at 

he ::; 3 5 

nnd wen u -::i s 

unt ins , 

' ke or nin s ar s wh en ey a ea r , 

D~wn .ee in J wit the Fle i de s ) . ( riffith ) . 
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2•.,c· k h n. r.J n1h~n 

( . cr:i e ~ ~riil- is . i '"! 'J 1 , 

Th C i-2 ' s chilri is ':) r a r e r1yt iC .'."t 

H- s 1 i. C: ;ui - '.1 fow run in6 t:> 

T3n. ST C : 

f "")b C ,., 1 s ·ons , rich .~ k .... i di: ic 1 

ni .:? l , 

:? vzl ) . 
{ Let sie II ) . 

is ha use 

,,r he 

or ~rics m· ~qrc un er ~od h i , 

'ff C"' l • ..: tr..: nec-_s , r cx rl ·,nc! i J:1s f r J o di d ; 

a is alluded 

' rise s ' _ref rg he~ r2 iff "cul a _, a r e , nder -

s 1 in ev_r• r esrec 

•. hlo o J 1 -a lolet s e , 1 a ut . in . 

· s J o y?. h·1 ··:mq kw~n-:. , S;:; utswe , 

u sw~n1 KJ ahl o k "") . h8 i , 

Fu in~ on~ e l i l e e ?. l e 3 , 

E ~ c rib0lo s ~ din~k3n3 ~~n:3ne . 

7hs 

h3 Fu 

swa 

. r ey in C"l0ur , 

' · n h:.; r G wi u h~r s ointi ~ o 

I s .. 1 . orns jus 

s c: di r 

e innin.:. 

i o s, 

=>r o .r ) . ( :1.3 tsebe ) . 
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u i n ho S e C J s es 1h e;? r e hist :> ric 1 r c c 1r s -:i r e ,vo.il ,bl "

or h e r Ais 2s r el J iv ~ly n~1 r t oo r a n i~ ~ s c a s th ~ n 

t e 1llus· ons m~ y ~ _yrl~in ~d by hos e 

nccass 0 r y b~c. ~r ~u nd Rd ·nror ~q in . F0 r in t 1nc 

w en 1s0 h~ s ~ys : 

he is 

is '">ry 

Sekon e 

w 5 n 

-. ka 0 lle wa k_o r 0 k: ilwe , 

be 

3-:i s hl\- 3 k ,1 rw ~n 

shusum~tse , 

co ener of a sse~ be in ~ blocked , 

Bloc ed ~ven by he Bu s men of G:r , 

he j0ri y sc ed t ha~ n t e si des 

Sc ~l a h = hrou ~ e ~ 1 ~ r sses , 

Sc 3l_d . c by _ush · n ea ch ot er u: l 

j :::r 2 , 

escri in qn inci dent h1 R C u 11 ')Ccurre -
.:.s know . He is dosc ribin he f :1 11 ') Jw. 

a s 5 _. ho l d ic h;:i d o ne 2 n r '."J_ ce 

0 en =1 s cl ri s ~ct by e,, s ') f 3 i ~ 

and w 

a - do 

0 

der 

could 83 Sil y b a 0 anad fr0 i in bu w ich .." S .;ell - ni 

im ossi l e I") 0 t::n frJ withou . I h 1d b ~e n st uct c:d 

t 

e hel '.) ush e nc:.e r Ge !:'J d w~s t on l ~ce h1 

hei:iv ' ly Hr d2 in i e s f w, r . 1::h 3n u0 S wcs C ecided 

destroy e ') ye J n 1 4. he '=! hesi !> i on i ick ' n 
' 

0n ,q 5 (") e es e b i. ~n of t d f L.h in ~ skill ~ nd 

ose 

l o , 

This 

.t 

h 

with 

-.I f 

...., 

mil it ary cni s ~f he house 1f 'ok0tedi , t 'J I) : d 0 en it . . 

The ~t ers i . e . Mo s weshwe 1nd h ' s ot er sons , sc 16 i fr1m 

behin An on is sides , 

in sue c ses . :enc e : 

eh lwa 

B n1 ~1 ~ lw -9 

sin e3c. o her u 1s S 'J i ers 

o i 1 _l e k3 "1. 

1n3 ts1 .1 .di , 

n s s tse . 

oko 
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? ::, r .. ::.s r ..; s n t h2 2v:. r :> ul .., r 'b STrh , ' aodi s ~ b h e 

E: _ : 1 1 1 " c q 11 s i!':l s ..: 1 f i n t 2 r ,, 1 i '1 : 

s ') a •. d •T·. c ~o c ., n · 1~ - V ., ., • - \.A ) 

... ~ i., 1rrior wit numb~rl ess tr i c s) . 

H-, -:. s ~ce -=-d '1 J ~m in . is h e, .. vily ::,u: r ded b uld .s r f r om 

i l:o - nd .:: r :; f r ~~ : 

i:' n ~ 1 h el ..: 

1 -::l : k:i h 1r e s c l c b e - l ebe 

1 SS -::! S nf 2 

. sc nd_d ~n J:: c ,m r ,;; , .mi s ov:; odds ) • 

i scin. ting 

. 7 , 3 5. = ~ ~r a 1ls~ ch. r ~c e ris ed b~ a : ~:rs rinklin~ of 

1r ch1i c n r s . r n r d s .. Jw-a v "' r 1r 2 n ') '1 S numa r o s 

'1 s -Y r . 1 5 SC a r e 

n d i oko 

~s ; Jbscur 11 usi :,ns . · .. h . is mor ~, same 

~12 i h the other 

s . e . --; . 

Le d · . r e _ s e s e - · n il e . 

Th.s 1 s e s a is Ts~an , c~rr_s on in~ :> S rn 

~s i : Le di 3r ~ e s e = di nkil e . 

Tr u rch~ i c rs , however d ccur su ~ ~s he 

:, r s 
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~m') y: ~ tl okw~ e rw~ s e ~3 [ u . 

(The~ okw, c~ c7rridS ~a~u ) . 

ts . r::inwa ··1-. ri ') . 

(..ok :io l2 :;' .o letsane) 

(, r ~ ~ r ses or. !1') :·i:1 ') 1 i2 d')wn 

T .:.ed . i<im rs , i ·~ '"'n r. 3 nees?) ( Tl ~ i a Hlalele ) 

b . L ~ sane ) . 

3hi w is h~ Soth ifed c r fec f , r M ---
n r ') f •.••. ) . 

n :.n e r ::c: ing er-. . r dcteristic Jf 'itr'J~o is he 

wbic vario s r ec iters 

s') . :>ise 0ri~in i cl di 

,mes . I w~uld sc~ 7S if t ~ r ec i er s 

·ck ~d t suet forms : s : 

H1 s wa ~i o s qnv -ne 13 dila, i i . --

ncy was 

{T : r ; , a u kids and lqmmsr jies , i . ~. lambs) . 

( 0 s 0 i ;:0 kga j ane) . 

sh n , c h 1 . : , 

whi c shie ld , 

s .. c "l • -
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e s - . 

n:1mes : 

- 231 -

Le b'? b l ,ye L .we s 2n2 l e 0k e: e . 

(You s ou l d kil l h; ~ r.0us 1nd 

d s e E dis~s c ~ne b1 i 13 e . 

d , 

hous3n ) . 

""h0se w o h1 d .. :. n six !Tl '.) hs - .. r . s c s m1 ,:rnd~ , 

sh ~ul d r em: in ) . (Ler } r cdi) 

( 'I he ..,1rrior w 

rive he sh ee r , 

driv .? s shee , 1. f • s '?. e , ~ . 13 

e w-i~ ?ns s .. oul s '.) ) . ( . . !\ t .;;-

n P. nke ct · kg ~0 qn 1ny e si 

.e 1 ·rted C 'l t l e ~t 1 y ny a s· , 

,.11 , ixe 

S a iri 

.fr . ~rm2k13r Letsi·1) . 

( L e s i .1. r.1 el ·d . 

0 r ~ne r or , nd~ f or Br~nd 

e n: r e f o n -::r . 

r ocess ~ qins i n - C3 S J ,·J. n rds . d 

I) 
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re k ) JI () i w ... l ~ ·,al~ ct t sr.=l=i . 

( .. . e s i ' l e c~ cr"ss or ~n~- ri .sr hey cross) • 

C ·_l n .:_ u:- wc l~ ( ') cr--sf) 1n i :.ai i he J r an e 

ri r) ' :' ich C • S ...,:,, U l!'l 

0 her 

•.-:) shwc s we) . 

C 

W. ' c r;re ·zid!..! k C' , 0 0 

he b1sic n~ re O- the 

s ') .r ") i. e . ri2nrlli e SS '1 d willi t 'J try nd s e.1. k 

J- - G hsr "1 . !l I S 1-,:1 .. u -. ,... n:, ""''=' "' r "'" dif i 1 its sound -
st r ue r'3 :TI "l b::: . S'J h·• q n ~v,.,r ~1 ,J ni s e~.ers , 

·Nil l !1:) ,.,. Si j-- in her'"' in sr e~ki an_ua.::,e . 

·' }. 03' , !1 e r~r h-:n 
' 

•-Jil l s ick is .. n 1 

. ~s irr s .::c iv _ -~ 0 hers unde s ~nd 

6 . 7 , 37 . of 

q will · Sc nusuJl s yli ic d2 icas 1.d 'Jns r c ion s , 

i cl n er> . com o nd f:>~ s . 

.. :>~-ses 
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( Y ':>U .re "l ir e burns hose w o mqke i , 

si s rr:iund i c.?n dev 3l o bur ns) . L so ha) 

2 ch ild sh ould inch hi~) . ( di t t o) 

( d itto 

r ~~ r ~n 2n m. ob•:rn ~ ') !) i l 2 :0s h' es we . 

( :· k ~u h.rn ."' n .:: ) K, shw sh R !"~ r :!"! l a ce 

est ~r :t ) . ( di to) . 

2 i i :; l e :--. ib . ' :, - ,;:; ') 0n::i . 

hrow 7 S; lf n 0 ~n a ss see n , i) 

' s e e h <:? hwe k::? b1 - . 'J - sw::; i. 

~Y ill ul i .- c y be i e ou is e . .,e rs ) • 

. s 0 l e l ~so re> 1~ " ~ bi SW. , 

Le s~ :, k o· ~n . w, 110 0 J l o . 

r . rn •md er r"'S b .:. _n c ::i ll J 

I "15 b a !1 .:.l l ~d b i ~ 'i .s ar s ril ) . 
( OS 0 j an-::) • 
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. 7 . 3 : · n1l l e:' ,r - ch-r.c er s ea y .:, r 2s :?nce of 

S 3,.,°=1 .:.c ""'1_ . T - r a is "'n;:. '1 r "'l in ?r icul ::i r hos e 

"" ~sau~n ;;.. i "f "'0 1i S no r st'1""1d . s 2 wor d 

n -. n 1 in e U'"' i '"'n t-;l0w. ;' :.- i s --- r d !'1" ~i her be 

1 n0u~ ~·.in• · i r s i n ~~ i ch c1s : is )ne s aquenc e is 

L .H · ..,r l am,? s , 

1·:h . CJ-, C ·1 ~ i S n = s2au n ee is L 

1 )' ore s :I "i he 11 j c S:-. 

1 . i s . e, y- : ~all0 y1 b1 ) "l 

- ., s~ -k"? rl • b e SC: ,:,b a n ~ 

he n 'tJ ,!l i y ·J m:.. "' n ~ nr- .,, si Y" b ri h 0 q el 9 , . 

Lek". .., ~ . 1 S ; n - e . 

,rnd urn 

~i~' ni n~ f icker e~ r s n 1 e s , 

r in l i w ~ c i e s re d~u .,ht er 

in w ~~ ~ 1 eo le , 

. 39 · 
,., 

r -:: ~ n :; h r 12 in t ~s nf hnse o f ~ 

') - .:. ni i :.s nim1l s 1nd d"vinin onc:: s , an ' s e I) 

-.,·, rr inrs . Th ... rmqr r 1is e '"' "1S 2lv e s 0 

i . . - n r n s · u in so (; i :::n cas h .r e is fl r 3in 

') . ir '1 . S c •1r ic ;n , : l ') in 1 e 3 i le 
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s on known as l eng e . The vari0us 1n i :ls , an ~2 

er ha nd er e ra i,ed in t ~r s of e ir known ?. bis 

r1 n c !> r a eris cs , hus .,hn i n "' _,,.., c ') S \., l .-e y wer e 

ob~erv~d . ; in~s ~nct : rri0rs r ~is e 

.c u 1 de ds . T~ ~ir r qises c nst· u 

· ·-- s a l vas o n 

" f 1ctu~l r ec . r d 

of P S ~vcn s , n~ i _r e r aci ed t _ 1 is eni ~ rather t h· n 

a r eadi 5 ubl ic . ') de ~·1s ar e give ~ 0 vqrious 

tins rll ude 1 in 1 si ~ · r e mqinly r es 0nsib l e fr 

e ir inc m r ehension . 7 8 ~r e c r 3c er·s_d , int er 3li 1 , 

: 0 n , . !" r ~ ::>.xis ,..., r i 1 in ~ s w211 : s a r a 11 a 1 is . . 
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I ION : 

7.0 .1 . s a i tion~l li er ~tur e fa ls int . two ma in 

sec 0 s n::ir.1el y prnse ::.nd ·'.)e ry . e fi rs s ection 

')ffi ris es : 

( ) 1y .. s . 

(b e r. s . 

c ) F::1b es . 

(d) F0lk- ales . 

( e) · dles . 

(f) r )verbs . 

:e se , s ecti'.)n , ')n t .e o _er h3 nd , i s q e u of : 

( a) on::::,s : 

{~) nC i 1n s •n~s . 

(ii) Cer emon · s , n.., s . 

( b) r 8DS : 

( . ) Jo _, ini i P es . 

( i . ) rt i'Tlal r3iS9S , 

( i .. ) Divin in ::, bones . 

( i V) Di r.0k0 . 

In th e r e l evcm s ec i s of .i s e s sa a ention was 

d r '1 e fcff s -in tee niques e l o ed b ~R C f ese 

i e s . ~ ') - JWS be ow, 3r e v:i rious C') C Si')n S r awn from 

all ') .. e as .., '>dy li er a ur e t h ·l deal s ith a sin l e Co 

ion-3_ en i he S0 lio . Th is as b"'e. d e beca s e 

era r Jr . l :, r ri en is R r eli e s r ce and r ecor of 

e u se J_ he C ')r:1.'ll . i y i h ich i de~ s . I reflec s its 

R i ~ l r ~h C qn ee i n s , C ltur e nnd C s . s, a s well as .., 

i s i;3 Il ~r 1 l)U l 0 n 1 . ~ 1 e . h i s fl ows r om e ct ha t 

as i n 3 / . .... ' . ' .. 
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with life's r 0blems as ey are , qnd in which the men qnd 

women of the time a nd l 3ce 1r e involv ed . rlS ctors on th e 

sta ~e , he s a e of life , 0n wh~c life s dr~ a is gr adu lly 

nfolded in 111 its multifqri ous ways , he v3rious ctors 

ay in irectly inf uenc ~ us by w ~t t ey s y ond do , a n 

thus ? Ss inv luabl e in or 3 i on on ~ us . hi s is parti -

cul arly so int e c s e f r diti onal li e r ? tur e , in hich 

t he ac o rs . a y be ne ' s own nc estors , whose u it e vice 

may h s e hea rd rinc ing d wn h e c0rri or ~f t ime , s eakin ; 

di r ectl t he ir descendants, hr ou h so me ~f he genres 

of h eir tra i i ona l literature . ~l th J t a s dea r an 

f und amen alt~ hem · all h ~ was sa c ed qn ife- ivin 

r ved a nd est e in th . hqrd school of r ea l i y h a gi ves 

no qua r er , is embeded in them . Fr is r e 3son , t hay r e 

ore hn wor h reservi ng . The various c~nc si on s t q 

foll ow hereunder, fl ow dir e c ly f r mt is bod of lit er ature . 

and in a s _uch qs i deA ls wi h life qnd is _r ~b l em s , they 

also c~nc ern _mselv e s it si ilqr issues . At he s a e 

time, h ever , in view of the i~ ort ~nc e and utter ne cessi y 

of r eservi ttfric qn tradi~ i on. 1 literqture, osi ive 

r e co e d3 i ons will be mnd e nder eneral c0 cl si ons , 

r ega r in the r 0 e h ~ i should play in frican schools 

Universi i es; 

THS : 

7 . 1 . 2. y hs 1re 3 swers t cert in ques ions . 

an swers ~ r 0 enit 0rs of the So h giv e us 

eculi ar i er re a i on 0f cer qin universa l 

t ~ h ve c nf n ed m nkind ev erywhe r e . Li e 

n hese 

he ir own 

a r obl e s 

se of 

o he r eo le el ew er e , heir 8nswers . re a r ~ r assive 

r e ela 

t en , 

e ir own na ions mind • d c ~r a er . hS sue 

ey c0ns i u e he ir own ecul i qr con r' b i?n o h~ 



intellectual ands iri ual ossessions of . ankind . 

he f r i ndshi tha was n ted bet wee man and animal , 

. a r ticularly hes aller ones , seems t o roint i n no uncerta i n 

ter s to he basic na ure of the idea of self- hel • Man 

must firs do some -hin i n an attem t o hel himself before 

external aid can be ex ended t o him . he same idea finds 

concrete ex r ession in a number of rov ers lik : 

oketa ho tsoswa o itekang. 

od els t hose who helr themselves) . 

Bot swa ha bo jelwe . 

o h i ng of value is easil obtai ed) . 

he- he ea la isa , mokane , mot ho o kgo nwa 

ke sa ntlo ya hae . 

( ive e , ive me is tirin~, fri end ; a er s n i s 

s a isfie y wha is his own) . 

On a lar er scale is id ea may be aken o 

sy bolise he neces si y for friends . i be ween i g and 

s all na ions . Like t e s~al l an i als, o who baffling 

human r oble s, such as inability to bear ildren , are 

as sim e as i e e small nations ay ossess an i nsi ht 

into si ilar ro lems hat confron the bi ones , ut whi ch 
~ 

he latter may not ave ~ Be ca use of t heirs a 1 wo r ld and 

is concen ra ed uman roble s , es all n tions ay 

bring sa ni n real ity to bear on e b i ones , by ettin~ 

them o focus a ention on basic human roble~s t ha t 

confro ord i na r y en and wome n in their daily lives , and 

t us alleviate h an misery and suffering ha t would 

ot erwise be c ouded by what are re arded s ma jor wor ld 

r oblems . These ay be i ortant in hemselvee; bu equa lly 

i m or an 

ther e ma 

is he realisation hat while engaged in them , 

e ry and ill - clad ,eo le on one ' s door - ste s 
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for whom life is no what it should be . he int r od uc tion 

of this ty e of note by the small nations would be 

beneficial o he bi~ ones by e ting e to ma intain 

a pro er alance and ers ective int eir dea lings wit 

human bein sat home and abroad . n tur n , the b i g ones can, 

fro heir vast r esources and tee ical know- how, hel p the 

small ones in theirs r ug le fo r existence ; in thei r fight 

against disease and over t as well a s i n t eir natural 

a s pir a ions for lace int es n as de cent human beings 

wit h an di nity and as i r ations . 

Fr o he st r ies , however, i emer ges uite clearly 

t at here is a defini e condition fo r t is . tis that 

before any el can be extended fr om wit out, those in 

need must first do somethin t o hel emsel ves . Having 

f elt the need for somet. in , they mus i r d t eir lo i ns, 

t he shoulder to he heel , and sweat it out in the 

erciless sun of summer , or the bitin cod of wi nt er, in 

an a em_ t o e t e selves . hen, and only hen , ca n 

ex ernal aid be extended to hem , in which case i t will 

not only be fully reciated but aximum benefit will 

be derived fro m i . Looked at from any angle , this 

condition s extremely logical for , w At use i s t he re for 

ins ance, in i osin good roads on a eo le , bui l t with 

ex ernal ai and echnicians w o will soon ithdraw from 

the scene , leavin nobody wi h he necessary drive . desire 

and en h siasm to main ain them? This can only be ensured 

in hose cases ere he ind enous eo let ems elves fe e l 

t e nee d for sue road s, i n whic case ey wil l leave no 

s one n urne in lear nin , i n fact , dr i nkin in , a l they 

can fr t eir welco. e hel er s , so as o ea le o continu~ 

hel ing he selves in fut ur . 
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7 .1 . 4 . The idea of dea t h a s an end to l ife wa s never acceped 

by the Sotho mind . The so - called dead in the underworld 

continued to live a s they ha d done on this world , except 

that it wa s a much more pleasant type of life with everythin; 

in abundance . The living could go there 1nd retur n safe 

a nd sound , without any harm having befallen them . This i s 

in direct contradistinction to what ob t a ins , fo r exa~ple , 

in Greek mythology , where the shadowy inhqb itants of t he 

da rk and gloomy underworld are all untouchables . To the 

Sotho mind , l ife is endless and indestructible, in that on~ 

being cannot take it away from another . ~he heart of a 

victim of murder, a ssu~es the fo rm of a livin~ bird that 

goes off t o r erort the murderer; the ~utila ted remains 

of the g i rl Mosimodi , are carefully collected by a crocodile 

that shapes t tem i nt o her ori~inal l iving fo rm; and the 

bur nt ashes of Monyohe are simila r ly treated by his mother 

before they assume his erst- while disguised human form 

a nd shape . rlmong the Ba sotho then , the mi ssionary idea 

of life aft er t he gr ave, is as old as the hills . 

7 . 1 . 5. I n t he r eleva nt stories , all the other animals are 

prej udiced against the tortoise, kgudu . They ridicule 

h im at every possible moment . And this i s solely due to 

his fo rm, sebopeho , for wh ich neither he nor they ar e 

r e sponsible . Fund1mentally then, a nd in terms of human 

standa rds and arplication , it would seem that whether we 

like it or not , a dmit or not, we all have a cert3in 

amount of prejudice against those whose appearance - physicBl 

or linguistic, is different from our ' s . Ae ridicule and 

call tten names , a s d o the other aniTI~ls to the t ortoise , 

The South nfrican scene i s full of such derog1tive names 

t hat are mutu~lly appl ied t o one another by the various 

gr oups that i nhabit the sub- cont inent : 11Rooinek~ for the 
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En lish · ' utc. man 1 for an ttfrikaner · •1 ·a t · ves ' or nK ffirs 11 

for he various Bqn u- s e kin tribes · '' ·otnots " fo r the 

Coloureds ad ' Koelies' for the Indi~ns . Si ilarly, the 

Baso ho a one have a w .ole ran e of sue ter. s hat a re 

used ore er o other racial grou s : ·1Leja - hla • II 
1 ' ( fish -

ea er) for qn En~lishman ; 11 anku- di - kae" , ( ather of whe r e 

are e s ee ? ) for an frik er ; 'Lekwenya - poone ', 

(s allo er o whole r ins o mealies} for any 1guni person , 

ad 'Lekwere- kwere or LekirimA e for Bny lac man from 

cross he Za besi . 

Eu lly im_or an , owever , is the ac tat 

a pearances are dece tive · all tat ~l it er s is not gold . 

e des ised An ridicul ed ort oise r oves hi s over and 

over again in res ories . He re eatedly h e s his 

tor en ors by successfully erfor ing var o s asst at 

they had undert ken unsuccessfully . o .e of r.ese a r e 

basic 11n ore than essential 0 all oft e 
' 

such a s 

rotec ing heir recious water from he 11il fox nd 

kee in i le n for ei r cons ion . es ite his , 

howeve r no acknowled emen is '.Tlade of is , either does 

he r eceive a y r eco nition or i . His lo re ains he 

same . Ye ere 3ins u bl~ and di _ni ied , does not 

ha r m e i any way for wo wrongs do not ~ke ri h . 

e r e ellers n ridicule hen only succeed in de r ading 

t e selves y indu in n e b se and he sor id , 

instead f conce tra ·ng on t e rue and t e ~~od , the 

s ir ~ly re ar ing and u liftin , sue 

service o he·r fellow- me, 35 r ac ·sed b 

n ese s ories . 

s enuine 

he to rtoise 
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he various s ories were old hen he- we r e ul ti11.tely 

r ed ced 0 wri nr:- Th y .~re a common ossession of the 

So o . ut a s in le mind "1US h'.lve stood at the be inning 

of each , al OU ey _. Ve come 0 0 s hr ou h many 

hands , eac of · ch .as eft i s own i r ession . On 

t e ol hey are short nd the number of cha r a ct ers 

n eac is usu~ l ly sm~l l , t o or hr ee 1 a me . The 

s ory unfolds i sel in scenes whic ~ e o t n vari a tions 

of e same bas·c ttern . re main c arA e r s r e no 

f ly delinea ed and thus 3p ear as y es r e r th -- n 

individ 1 erson1li ies . Co lee ive y o ever , they 

de l ig elevA e , ins ire nd r efr es . In e , he ever 

ea cien source oes beyond he me r e rec rdin of fac ts . 

a s in e le end , eleme s of mytholo y be · to a ear , 

t hus ex ibi ing a e ic and i .a~ina ive char ac er t a t 

i recoun s . e'!lbod·es e eve 

F. BLES : 

Des e eir a p::iren si lie Y, cou led wit h wit 

and h our febles see 0 e a b sic co . en a y on 

com lie e h 1 n nature . I is rob bl for t . s r ea son 

t l: hey are '5 all di a c ic and oi to cer tain 

oral w i h lows ro!TI ,.e s or and of en ta es e fo r m 

of 8 roverb . 

a ni "'IA C r 

i ndica i . 

a i al . In 

C 

h.D while .J i . c s ::i .... r -- · s if ' eu , -:! r 

eris ics a r e never heless r eserve hus 

e dicho omy h?. exis s etween a n and 

is connec ion o com r e e r c i ce of 

s me So o cl3 s o i e i f he sel es with a cer a in 

a i al a hey vener ;1 e . 

ly 
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Ho thee nee le moren~ e ~o ho o Bul ne . 0 ne a na le 

asc1d i 3 babed · . w::1l e e fl'!') • 'J e a s e n bana · jwale e 

MO 0 0 na ena le b ~na . .. '.)re a en'"'· C> e a l e kgwedi sefubeng . 

Jw;, l e OS di e on 0 e a r~ !'! h 0 ke Bu l ane ; ke l(ena 

ya nen a en e na . le 0 ne h orisa h?.holo mosadi 

se na => ana . 

Jw~le h3 isa - isa qd i S c n a n a e ol . Jwale 

~ is - ·sa di -wedi , ~ ba q f "hla a 0 eo q i shihloll3n 

ka ona . Jw .le aba .. o ~ a n3n , l e b na la mo usa . 

ral e n0sadi e a, be ~-a n6 3 a a .gn~ le '= edi sefuben . 

J -,~le el& isi e wA ~. 0 nk~ J o 13 lala ka or ii sa , 

ka oh olwcrn en:::; . 

os::1 i enwa n .r¼k i 

n3 il e le m~idiidi . J le 

a s ero e ~ ; aba o a 1·sa k el e e 

~ba o fumana ntjany3na 

~a n ~N na . Jw. l e yaba 

1 mo sisin : Tso a oboe o bele ile n j a . Yaba os di 

enwa a se n3n5 n 

n j ;:;. . 

Yaba mo qdi e 

n ') '3. swa a a . 

a 0 akisa 3 e 

r e : •:'.)sa i a :> 0 e e ·1e n j 

a Bu 1 e o re : 3 e nka , 0 l a le 

a e la ~ . a ,O SJ i a a 0!1 a 

hae a s ab "le . 

u~nna ho ne o bele ile 

swa , ya ho B 1 e , a 

_a a ul (1 -: 0 5 aba haholo . 

j eo . Yab ba e nka , 

1 0 swa a lunP- ya 

0 ad i g u .qna o ne etla ka 

1 n a . S '3 • ..:_ · jwal a n s i se n w- na 



I 

i-1.PPE D. 

H CHILD H,... MOO 01 HIS CHES T. 

I is said i WAS~ gr eat chi ef, Bul3ne . He had two 

wives , 1 ow one of hem di no ha v~ _ny ch ildren , while the 

o her one h3d h m. This chief had~ mo non his chest . 

O e of ese women w3s very ~uch loved by Bulane ; it is the 

one w o h1d chilcren . He ill - r e~ ted t e one who w~s 

with u c. dr en . 

rt f er a shor whil e , he childl ess wo . an conceived . A 

few man s a ss d and i was i me for her o be confined . 

w o 3 chi ren came and hel ed her . Se ~ave e WO , 

ir o ~ child w ~d ~ ~ on on his che s . 1 JW t he 

mi wife ook it an xew i beh i t he ots in the cup

bo Rr d . tt .o s e quickly ook i , ~nd en into is hole with 

it . he q y s mo • e r w s unco scious . ~he midwi fe quickly 

wen ou si e . She ou d a yin a hen 's n~st, and quickly 

r e urned wi hi ad ru it next t o the child s n her . Then 

she s ook er , ' ·qk e u ~nd s ee · you h,we i ven bir t:i 

0 • ""nd his child ess an wa s disa o in ed I en she 

f o n s e had i en bir h o a do . 

Th en is. idwife quickl. wen outside o B l a ne and 

sai , "Your wife hP. s -iven birth to a do " Bul · ne was reAtly 

di s oin e . e sa id o nd t ake ha do ~ a ow it 

a · P. y , ey ook i , nd r ew it aw y . "nd he or little 

wo n ca e ou o he r hu isa oin ed . 

e 

th u • 

y s a sed 

he f 

d oul e ' s (senior) wi fe ca e to 

- Mo us e ha vin en out the c ild 
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II 

ya kgwedi sefubeng , e ntse e o ba adi sa . Jwale tshoha 

haholo , a r e : Ke ne ke r e ekaba n wana elwa o shwele ! Jwale 

a hakisa a tswa · yriba r e ho mon a wa hae , ho Bulane : 0 

ka bona , mor ena , ke boh oko aholo ; e'tl a ditao l a ct· r e ekare 

ke tl a f ol a , wa t j hesa n l o ya osadi wa hao , ke enwa ya tswa 

beleha n j a . · Jwale Bulrme -:1 ar abe la mofu.'DFihadi wa hae , a re : 

E ka k ona e tj he swe · k hoba ne ne a . o r a ta haho o. Jwale 

mosadi enwa o ne a ho ola e a ntlo e ka tjhe3wa n ana o 

tla shwa , l e tweba e tjhe ke m 1 o , a s e hlo l e a bona ngwana 

enwa ya kgwed i sefuben~, hobane an- r a a ho mo timetsa . 

Yab tweba e utlwa l ek nu u la mo sadi wa mofumahadi le 

or enn , ya akisa ya tsw ka/fe e tlung, ya nka ngwana ya 

kgwedi sefuben , ya kena le ye a ko o n ya lesaka . Jwale 

morena tswa hosasane , a tjhesa n lo eo . Jw~le mofum hadi a 

k olwn hoba ka jeno o i eli se ~wan l e tweba · hammoho, ha 

a sa tl hlo l a ba bona . 

Ha isn ts i \#ana di se kae, ofu. a di o na ya nka bolokwe 

ka s keng, a fu rn nan a a ya k wedi sefubeng a le ka tl se 

ho kgomo . Yab a o a S 0 
' 

a re: Ke tl e sa jwang na, hore 

ke tle ke mmolAye? Ynba , ha a etsw~ ka sakeng , 0 sa bobola 

hahol o k hore o ohloko hah l o . Jw l e rena o a otsa hore : 

0 bohloko ken ? a a o 1 fol ::i e ka k ona ke etse jwang na? 

Jw .... le a r e : i aola i i see ka kgona 0 qhaqholl e lesak lena 

kaofela l a hao la dikgo o, ke hona ke l a f la . 

Tweb a y::J. boelc=i u lwa le kunu u 1 osadi wa mofumahadi 

le moren . Ya a ea swa, e o nka , ya o isa tlung ya 

bahwebi . Jwa le a . 

kgwedi s efu en . 

aq ollwa l esa a , o na le siyo ngwana ya 
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wit ~ oon on his c.es qnd 13 in ~ wi b sh eked 

hen she quic ly and s3id, "I hou= h ,1 ch "ld 1d · ect ! 11 

wen o· her hus :i nd l::ine "You ca s ee , y 

lord, I a. re ,l y ill . ii ing bones s ~ b ~fo e I c~ e 

well , you ms b rn dovm your wifes hu , .i one ho hP. s 

jus iven bir h o a o 3ulqne g swered his wife ~nd said , 

t is well 

very much . 

1 i s .o l a be urnt dawn, 11 bec3use he loved her 

ow is wom:cm thou t e ut were urnt 

d own , t e c ild W':J ·ld die he ouse would 11~0 be urnt by 

e fire, and she iould no l on~er see h "s chi d wi 

his ch est bec1us e s e w.,.,n ed ode s ray i 

a moon 

Te ~ou se o erhe~rd t e secre of th3 senior wife and he 

chi ef , qn ui kl lef h2 u with t e chi d wi n 100n n 

his ches , and wan in o 1 cu er with i • h~ c ief went 

OU e ne rnt h::, hu . • e m di was ------
~onvinoed she ~ q des ro ed e child 3 em use an w0uld 

not s ee n . 

K e d1ys a ~sed ::ind e 3d i 

fro e C!3 tl e- kr.:-nl . "he fou d he child wi 

his C e s Si in - under ;-\ cow . Shc .w:1s s ocked 

V 3 can do t o ·11 hi ? I en s e lef e 

she ca ned rtloud n said sh e l s very sick . 

asked er A ar e you suff erin fro ? -
you s .o ld be el q T3in? 11 S e s id II ivi in 

s OU d 11 do your ca l e- kr aa l . I son y 

sh?.11 ge well . ' 

e ouse over e~ rd e s ecre oft e ch ie 

t get cow- duni:; 

:'.') n n 

A d s a id , 

cat le- kra 1, 

e C i ef 

c~n I do t a 

one s sa.y you 

en h~t 

nd e 

senior wi e , I 

ous e o.f r ader 

en u wi h e C i ::md ook h · a 

bahweb i , e c tle- k 3al w3s ul ed 

do e c · 1ct ii oon on s ches w snot ere . 
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J wal e tweba ya t l ohe l ans l e yena , ya kgutlel a ha hsbo 

yonq . Jw~l e ka tsntsi l e l eng ba tho ba b~ ng ba YR bapatsa . 

Jwale e mong mot ho wa motse wa Bulqne a ya r ek~ t eng . Jwal e 

a f u~ana mohlanknna enwa ~ na l e ntho e nngwe e kganyang 

sefubeng ho ye nq. Jw3l e a ya , a kgutl al a hae mo nna eo . j wale 

n tsebisR aula n= mohl anka na eo a rnmoneng e mo tle haholo, a 

ena le kgwedi sefubeng . JwRl e Bul ane a t l oha k3hiel e ho ya 

mmona. Jw~l e a fihla t eng , a botsa mohlankana hor e : 0 ngwana 

man, ? 0 t lile jwang mona? 

Jwale mohlankPn~ y ~ kgwed i s efub eng a qa l a ho mo hlalosetsa , 

a r e : Mme o ne a mpel eh1 , y~b n mo sadi w9 ntqt e o ntahlela ka 

moh9olwaneng ; yab~ tweba e ~ nknmohel a , ya kena l e nna mokoting, 

ya nna ya mphedisa t eng . J wa l e mosad i wa nta te a nka ~tja , 

a r e mme o bel chil& ntj3 . Bulane a qal a ho mo qamakisisa , a 

qa l a ho hopol a hore mosadi wa ha e o na r e mosadiemong o 

belehile ntja . Jwnl e ng~ana ya k~wedi sefubeng n mo phetel a 

k,:noo a neng a ye l esa ken~ 1~ dikgomo kt,eng , ho fihlela tweba 

e mmalehisa , e mo isa tlung ya bahwebi . 

Yaba ntata e o mo phetla sefub A hor e a bone hore na ke 

ngwana ya kgwedi sefubeng . Jwa l e Bul~ne a fumana hobane ke 

ngwana ya kgwedi sefubeng . Jwa l e a mo nka, a ya le yena hae . 

Ynba o mo p?.tR ka tlung y3 ha e . Yaba o etsa pitso e kgol o , 

a bitsa batho ba h1e kaofel~. Ha hla jwa d ikgomo , hs r atholwa 

majwala a mangata . Jwala a r e ba ale meseme fatshe moo a 

patileng ngwana ya kgwedi sefubeng . 

Yaba o qal~ ho mo ntsh?. ,a mo tli sa pitsong ena e kgo l o . 

Jwala a mmontsha bRtho, l a keroo mosadi wa hae a mo etseditseng 

ka bol otsana bo boholo . Yab~ mma ngwana ya kgwedi s efub eng o 

hlobodiswa dikatAn3 tsa h~e , a apeswa dikobo . tse ntle. Yaba 

ngwana-y3 kgwedi s efuben ~ o bewa morena ke ntatae . 
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The mous e art ed with him there , and went t its home . 

One d:1y cert3in . eo ple went t o exch1 nge goods, ba patsa . 

Now a cer tain man fro m Bul3 ne ' s vill3 e also en there to 

b uy . e f ound thi s youne man , wh o h d somethi n~ sining on 

his chest . He r eturn ed hoe 3nd old Bul~ne about he hand some 

young man he had seen wi h ~ moon on his chest , Bul ne left 

there and hen to ~o and s ee him . On ~rriv P.l , he as ed him , 

"Whos e c ild Ar e you? How did you c e he r e? ' 

The young an with a moon on his cha st ex lai ed to h im 

and s aid , I I ly mo ther g ve birth to me , and y fc"lth er's wife 

threw me int o ~ cu bo rd, mohaolwana . Then t he mouse r eceive d 

me, went wi h e into its hole and there looked after me . y 

f a ther's wif e ook a dog , and SRid my mother h d :?iven birth 

t o i t . " Bul ane start ed examinin him chosely , 971m:::1k isisa , 

and remembered tha t his s enior wife h~d s a i d the ot er wife had 

giv en birt h to a dog . ow th e child with ~ m on on his ch est 

told h .im how he had go ne to the cat tl e - kra 1 , un il he mouse 

fl ed with him, an d ook hi t n the house of r ader s . 

Then his fAther o encd his chest, in or der 0 s ee wheth er 

he wP. s r eal ly the child wi h a moo n on his ch est . He t ook him 

a nd went home with him . He hid him in hi s hut . He called a 

big pit so, nd invit ed 11 his ea l e to i • C t l a we re 

slaught er ed nd numerous o s of beer brewed . He s a id they 

should s r ead mat s on th e ground fr m whe r e he ha d hidden t.e 

ch ild with a moon on his chest . Th en he t oo k i m out nd 

brought him t o th' reat pitso . He sh owed h i m o t e eople 

a nd (ex l ained) how his senior wife had treated i ulane) in 

a trea ch er ous way . Then h e mot her of the child with moon on 

his chest wa s made t take off he r r . gs and ·was dr essed in 

bea utiful clo h es . nd th e child with ;1. moon on hi s chest wa s 
made a chief by is fat er . 
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Hae l e mosadi enw a nRng le b~na base nan kgwedi s efubeng 

n l eleki s wa , R thwe ke olo ana . h a l elwa the a ya hae , 

ha thwe a ts m ye P. ye h bo . 

B. OCOW 

E nee l e ~os ~n yan , a r on a e . ae , 3 ye ho kopa 

setlhar e ho a o ~e . Yaba wa y3 , Y am lorn e o 3 mo fa ; 

eitse tselen a , mosha nyana 

eo .. ~ f i hl - ho mae , a re : Hase yo . Jw3le e yaba o e la 

jw lo ka m a eo ya hae, ho f ' lel a r 2 0 os anyana w bo 

ya_ disan l e yena : Ke ya ha ng, ke ya b n difi tsa ka tseo 

ke tj ehilen - di onyani:.. ka s ona . Jwgl e o a beleha ng:wana eo . 

Jwale- he hob q bele e n a n a 0 h t el yaba o mo robatsa 

k l ah3he n . Ya a 0 or oh-::1 1 ya .'.l e • 

. osas a nka dik_a el o , . ya ama ; a i olokel l ebese 

kc'! l enakc1 n l ee a y e . n , a a hae 

o h1ma , ~ n sha dik ooh ya na e 

aben . 

J ale 

a a qetile 

s i ye 

osh nya na eo , ~ r e : Sal . . o?. ke a haben o bon3 difi 

s . ka . Jwale- ea e e , a fihl e en _abeng . Jwa l e a bue , 

a bue , a re : 

l a - lla , re 

Lla - 11 r e 

Sk e a ;:i 

0 i lha e se 

0 i lh he se 

Jw le ngwan 

a ny es e kolobe . J 

1 e o obe ; 

u lwe, l olobe . 

ts a wale 0 ho , kolobe ; 

di ud ng ,a a na en ':> , kolobe ; 

jwnl t a jw -,. ha bo mela , • kolobe ? 

r e : e , n we ! - Le swel e kgehleha , ke 

3nyes e kolob e . 
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,..s for the ,-10man who r:"d childr-::!n without a r:10on rm the chest , 

it w~s s~id she is 1 wicked r~rson , molot sana . She wa s ~iven 

her bel0n~in~s, thera ~ 1nd it ws s s~id she ~ust l eRve and 

r eturn t0 her ori~in~l h0me . 

NKOLOBE . 

It WP S 1 boy, ~nc he w1s sent by his 11other t o go :md 

8 Sk f0r ~edicine f r 0~ his uncle . He went . his uncl e gAve it 

t o him; on t~e w~v , he nte i t . ~ow he became r r egn~nt, that 

boy . He C9!"le t or.is mother qnd s ?. id , "It i s not ther e . " Then 

he r emained like th4t with tha t pr e~nnncy of his , until he 

s a id to his youn€:er br other, whn us ed t o her d with hi m, "I 

qm ~o ing to the mount~in . T am go ing t o s ee (inspect ) my traps 

1,-li th wr.ich I hc-: ve ansn.., r ed birds . 11 Then he 2;.:!.Ve birth t o a 

ch i ld , thqt child . Now ~ft er ~iving birth t o R child , he 

wrr:rred it 3nd rut it to sleer in ':¼ c .1ve . Then he 12ft :1nd 

went home . 

Next ljOrn in~ he t ·')Ok the milk in~ p-') i l and went t o milk . 

He kert hims~lf s,me milk in a littl e horn, with which t o 

f eed h i s child on t he "!lount::i in . ,\ft e r mil king , he dr ove the 

cattle to the r1stures . ThDr 9 he l eft his youn~er br othar and 

s c1 id , "1t'lema in h~r e ; I qm going t') the mount .qin to s ee my traps . " 

Pe w2nt, ~nd ~rrivcd ~t th 2 ~ountAin . · Then he s poke qnd s a id , 

''Cry :-i little th1t · we m,y h~ar, Nkolobe , 

Cr y 1 little th3t we may heqr, Nk~lobe ; 

It w0uld s eam as if you w~r e not born with anybody 

e lse Nkol obe, 

You were b0rn with little buffa l oes in t he veld , Nko l ob e , 

Y0u w3re born lik th .,, ; r 1ss th -:i t simply sflrnuts , Nkol obe . 11 

The child cri ed <>nd said , "Ngwe ! ·Ngwe !"' " Br east , han g do,;,m tha t 

I might sue ·le Nkol obe . '' Then the breast would h?.ng down and 

he w0uld suckle Nkolobe . 
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n mo kw;:i. lle h1 a l ehr1hen?; . Man s iboy 3 or o s , a ya hae . 

Jwa l e he fi 1~ hee , 1 r -::> ~l ~. 
' 

o~a sane 3 s . ken ~ c n a h3 ~ , 0 boetse h~ _e o 

i olokel l ebes e A l 2nak~n1. 0 

0 bolella mos ~nya n 

h~ben ~. 0 y?. ihl a ~ aben 

1- , e 

o re : 

ha dik o o ho a nahen . 

on 'l difi ts ka 

Ll n- r e u 1 e , . k lobe ; 

Ll?. - 11 8 , re u lwe , ol ~-
Ek wena h P. 0 ~ s 1 a e 0 h 

' 
r k l obe ; 

i 1 a he s e le di dun~ 1n:1 nahe n 
' 

ol obe ; 

0 1 et se ,jw~l a jw n..., a b-::> me l ko l obe ; 

J a l e h~ n~w na o r e : we n e . - Le swel e kgehleh , 

ke a ny es e "kol be . Jw .. a - e ~ k ehl ehe , a 3n es e kolob e . 

Jw le sibo a P. or o ~ , 3 e ~e . w~l e- ea r ba l e , 

H s .. s an : ~ n , i ... ') okeLl l eb~s e h :-1 e ka l enakana , 

0 ya hr: ben jwa l a a . e . -~O ~n a n 3 m,., k,1-a : 11 e. k ahla 

y .l e 0 l ol n r e 3 0 a difi t sa h o t Jwal e e ke ha 

mo s an na a h, 3 k -:i nqa e nn e l e yena ; a fihl a a 

i a . o s hanyana , J l ~- , ea fihl 1 , 1 a el a ho bine lwa 

ngwa na ; a mJ el h e : 

l a- 11:1 , r e u lwe , .. kol obe ; 

Ll :1 - lla r e 1 e , k l obe . 

.... ka wena ha t sw::i lwa le . 0 ho , kol ob e ; 

0 itlh"' e se e ct · udun w n na en 
' 

. kol obe ; 

0 i lha e se j wa l a j wJ n ba b el , Nkolob e ! 

Yaba . O S anya ina eo 0 a e u 1 a . y b 0 bona ho 

nkuwa n n a e swa . I'\ r e : Bee ! k~n e 0 n 12 n ana ; 

ke sona di i S 1 '.l e see a hl l 3n 3 r e 0 l a di b na , 

ng n:3 eo ! Ya 1 1 eoh os h n an ya dik mon • 



V 

He ou d 

he ..,oul 

en l o c1 i~ in h~ c - ve? q in . I e l a e afternoon , 

o ~ , he ~o uld sl 2e • 

Th ~ n, t ornin _, he ~oe s t o the CJ t le- r 3g 3 7q n o o 

a nd mil • On ce Mo r e h kee s hi self 3 l i l e i kin a little 

horn . He drives be c1 1 3 o he ~s ures . e ells the sm, 11 

boy , 

. e 

ow 

kola 

e r J 

1 ne =i in I ?;'.:> t o S 9 my tr 1 s on hs oun . in . He gOl:! S t o 

ount ::i 1n S 3 s : 

' Cry " r, li :::: h::i t e ' ?I y he1 r, . kolobe, 

Cry "! li t 1~ t . '=' we '.TIRY he. r, Nkolobe . 

It wou l d see ~s if y u er e not bo wi ha ybody else Nkolob 

_ou wer e bo r n wi h li l e buffalo sin t e veld , kolob e , 

You were born li. e he -=>r 8ss th .1 t sim ly s ro ts , Jkolobe . " 

.cl ch ' ld S Fly S , we . ::,We ! 1Br e? s , h::m down th .t I 

suckl e t< ob'.': , 1 ow i 1 n s do n , nd he ,ro 1 suckl e 

=. In '; 1 e , f 4 rnoon , e uld l e::i ve q d 0 home . 

he uld sl ee . 
.., 

e nex or in e • ilks , 3 d onc e mo r e kae s h.:.ms elf .. ' 
li 1 9 il i 1 li le horn . · 0·11 he oe s t he ount in 3 3in . 

The s 8 1 bo .x . r e ssed su r rise , ' ·2.ver y day you 9lW3Y S s qy you 

;; r e o i :.:> see your r a S ! II 0 he lit 1 bo wen t o the 

ot ar s e () he . oun 1in 1 d i d hi self he r e . e listened 

c:tS i w~ s s n-=> f r a C ild , l is tened .1 s i w~s sa i d : 

ry ~ li l e h . t we ~y hc:::::? r kolobe , 

Cry '1 lit d h1 we mqy he .. r Nkolobe , 

I would s ~e 'll h -:: ') U were not bor n i h a nybody el s e , kolobe , 

You w r e or n wi li le b ff al oes int e eld olobe , 

You wer e or lik ~ he r :\ SS t q si ly s r ou s ' kolobe . 

The sm~11 bo ha"! r d h .:1 s n " ' e saw he b 3.by bein t a ken :\nd 

suckl ed , ind e s ::i id ' shaw! 0 he h '"l s 'l ch i d . an he 

l eft 'l d r e urned 0 e ca l e . 



VI 

Jw3le :1 dula pela. dikgomo . · Jw3le a tla ngwanabo, a theoha 

t hab"eng . Y :1b1, ha 1 fihl a , mo st ~nye.n1 o -r e ho mohol wane wa 

hae , a r e : Ke jewa ke hloho . Ea a r e : E- ea ha e , nnake . Yaba 

" bolelln mmae , .3 r e : Mr1e , ngwaneso o na le ngwana . Yaba · 

nmae O r e : Ngwa na ! Jw3ng? A r e : 0 n~ l e n~w3na wa moshanya na 

thabeng . Jw~l e mmae a l emohq , 1 r e : Ke setihar e see ke mo 

r omilan~ sona h1 ms l omae . Jw~le rnm~ e a re : Na o ka mpontsha 

yena ? Y2.b1 o r e : E, mme , nka ya o bontshA yena . Yaba ba ya 

bosiu l a ntatae , ba fihla lehaheng; mosh3nyana a bina : 

Ll a- il , , r e utlwe , ~kolobe; 

Ll ~~lln , r e utl we , Nkolobe ! 

Ekq wena tao~ tsw1lw3 l e·mo tho , Nkolo6e , 

0 itlhcthetse l e dipudungwa n~ nahen~ , Nkolobe ; 

0 itlhahetse jw.1l i k1 jw=rn.g h::i b0 'Tlela , Nkolobe ; 

Yaba o a lla, a re : Ngwe , ogwe ! Yaba 1J1!11ae o a mo nka , a 

mo cn-yesa . Ba boela ba kwal a 1 ehaha ·, . ba ya l e yena ha e . 

Mmae a ngwana a tsoha a ntsa thabile , a hama ; a nna a bo l oka 

lebese jwale~ a mehla, ka l enakan3 . Jwale a ntsha dikgomo , a 

ya naheng , Mohlan~ co , moshanyana 3 saia hae, a se ke a ya 

l e yena . Yaba 0 nyolohel3 thabeng ; a fihla a re : 

Lla - lla, r e utlwe, Nkolobe ; 

Lla- lla, r e utlwe , Nkolobe ! 

Eka wena ha o a tswalwa le motho , Nkolobe , 

0 itlhahetsa l e dipudungwana naheng , Nkol obe ; 

0 itlhahetse jwal~ a jwang ha bo mela , Nkolobe; 

Ase ke a utlwa l atho . A ya lehaheng, a fumana ngwana a 

le siyo . R lla , a lla tsatsi lohle . ·;.. fih l a ·hae mant s i boya 

t habo e le siyo y::i ~ehla . A dula mosing a ntsa lla . 



VI 

e"'I . i-.; • s ~lde r ro her 1 lso c:- .. ':! a from the 

o n ·- i . 'f: en h ~ 1rri '3d , he sm1ll oy s ·{ · d '.) i , "I have -=: 

h e :-.d;:i.c .a . ' 
,,.. ,. so ny , he s . .., 11 boy l ef • 

.is () r r ' s :id ' . ~ .er, ~y il er r o her has 

"l d ' ? ! Ji.'.-- S "'. 1·ct n _· ,,, "! S r. C 1 . ,10 II . ,;::; ,., " .. 

a nl e b il ~ ., un .., n . ' ') . his '!10 er re:1lised ?nd SBid , -

I It i s .a 'Tic:~ cine I -:i.d S •:; hi for 0 is ncl e s 1-:ice . ' 

h ' s e s::i·d 1n y u ') ::,nd s ow i '.) e ?' e s:=i.id , 'Y es 
' 

mo her , I c ~n .,,. :) ., c; [; w i 0 Y8U . I T a we t ;'1 ni :,ht with· 

,is -:. r '"' ~0 c~., .~ n - c -=i ve . r 
e 5 1 oy s· !l -:, • 

, ry li le w~ .. "-Y e~ r .\J kol o e 

Cr '.) li la t-,~ ,e m~ he1r :kolo e , 

I 1oul see, }-: I OU we r e no born i h ::, bo else kolo 

OU 1?.l'S rn wi li e ffaloe s in t e veld , kolobe , 

You : r s b1 rn li e h-c: r · ss th -, si. ly s r ) U s lk lobe . ' 

Th~n er · ed :nd s - i d , e . ,J .... we . His !TIO her 0 k it and 

suckl ad i . -.n ey closed he C8Ve :1 g:::iin 3nd wen ho" e with 

he q y . T e " Y- 'llo h er 1 f) e u J S h ·i '1 S eve r , ilked and 

ke hi ms elf ;:I l J i k in 1 l i le ho rn '1 s us 31 , He dr ove 

h e C1 le () 't '1 ve ') .~ ns r as . T .q 8- he sm :l l l 

bo s ~yea }, ') ~ d did n0 '1 CC O ~ny i . t 0 e ve d . H~ ent 

u 0 ~ 'll'J :, , i ;,nc!. said : 

'Cr ·, li le h~ wa -:a y e-:i r kol obe , 

Cry 1 li 1 :=, '1 we m.'.! ~~ r kol obe 

e , 

I .., ') ld s ee i y u we r e n orn wi h ':! ny d lse kolob e , 

'JU -=-r-= or . li 1 2 b ffalo2 s in e V 1 kol e , . 
JU re 'J r i e s . r :iss h"l si 1 s r ou s 0 0 e • rl 

e id 0 , . r n n .:. . He want in th C'l -e i ot f ind 

C e cri ed · C cri ed he w ol a ay . lie .qme e in 

e e e ~ ... his usual joy . e S 9 0 h e side on w ich 

s o e ew , s i 11 c y 



VII 

rn a 3 mmot sa : 0 ll el ang , n w na ka? n r e : Ha ke lle , ke j ewa ke 

mosi . Y~ba m ae o r e ho yena : oha sin o dul el a n mosing? 

Yaba o l oha , k~ase sa lu ~ a swnbile , 3 r ob l a . 

Hosa s ne a nahen l e ikgo 0 swa il e . . n sib ya 

kgutlel:1 h:-ie swsbil e . Yab a rn 39 0 0 sa : ::) 0 ntse o lla , 

0 ll el n ? a 0 llela WP.n3 ha ? ,... dume l :1 , a r e : E. Jw le 

mae a mi sa 0 mo i SA ka lug , ~ on s a yena , a r e : gwana 

AO ka enw • e san ka n wAna le onna? Y, ba mmae 0 a 

. mo s a , re : -,a na e wa o o ilc kaa ? A r e : ke setl h r e s eo 

o ne ng on homil e sona . al o. e , ka se j a tselen ha ke k utla . 

C ( i ) • MOSH. 

H no hl ahe hoof ol y3 ton n3 , o thwe ke k~odumodu o , 

Jwale e a e ja ho , s e jh3 a aofela . Jwale s etjhaba e ntse 

e se ja e s e ets~ f eela le dik o 0 e i metsa , le dimpj · le 

d ' k o o . Jw3l e ho hwe mosad i enwa e e le moim3n3 , dula 

hotho olong ; jwale i l o 1 ka 10lora . Jw::i e he 3 tloha 

thot hobolon_ , 

b :3 qe il e , 

ken s er o e ~· Jwnl ha e see jel b~ ho , e 

ntse e b , e y ::i. nyare - s er obeng , e fuma n 

os ~d i enwA a l e e a k~ ejwe , k r~ o na nk a mol or a . 

Jwa l e c nnk n e n _we ya l oha ob e ete s etj aba , 

ya t a ea , ya y · hl 1 e k . a 1 on ::, . ~ si wa hn sw l ekga l ong 

k hob~ne e k ot he 3 o . 

Jw l e ha sal 

bel eha . Jwale 1 sw 

k e moshern ne · · ,,ale 

eng , - na le o o le 

sad i eo a nno s i jwale- e mosadi a 

~ y1 s ken ba 1 moitedi : ana e 

3 boya a fu ana motho a se a dutse ka 

ru o . Jw le mo sadi anwa o nA r e : 



VII 

His mother ~ske d hi ,ihy ;:i r e you cryin--, , my child?" He sa·ct , 

''I m no cry in · I ?.rrt worried by he s oke . ' Then his mother 

said , " e awa y fr m he s oke . y do you si in it? 1 He l eL ., , 

crawl ed o t h e hut disa oint ed a nd sl e t . 

The nex dqy ha wen t o t h~ veld wi h 

In the eveni e r e urned home dis3 oin ed . 

e l e dis3 o i nt ed . 

h~n hi s mo th er 3 S ed 

him, " r e you s i 11 cryin g? . r .~ t ;:i r e you er in :::: f r? 11.re ou 

crying for your child?' ow his 

mother cAl l d i m in o the hut 1nd showed hi the child and s ~id , 

11 Here is your child . /hnt do you do wi h ? ch· ld being a man? 11 

His o her also asked him , 1',/here d i d yo get is c i ld?'' nd he 

said, '' It is he medicine for which you had sent e to my uncle ' s 

lace; I ate i on . my way home . " 

(C) (i) 
• 

There one ~ 1 .ea r ed a bi~ animal call ed k~o d modw.o . It 3 t e 

the eo l e , t he .-m ole n:=! tion . It k~ n e~ in ~ _eo le, mer ely ,,. 

swa llowin _ the o ~eth e·r with he c .ttle , d ..,sand wl s. Now it 

is said t is woma n , . ..,a s re nant and she s 3t on <? n· a sh- hea ::rnd 

smea r ed hers f with shes . mhen she left th3 a sh- hea Rnd \lent 

into a kr aa l f or Cf?lves , sero·be . ow i had finished ~11 the 

eo l e · it went ~bout s e?. rchin . It pee. ~d int~ he calv~s ' 

kra 1 nd f ound his 

smelt of ;1 sh e s . 

mJ n tar e . - ut sh e looked like sto ne or 

ow on~ i~e it lef , ~fter finishin the n~tion, and 

went a s f ~r a s 9 oun 9in ~ss. I w~s unabl 3 to throu _ h th e 

ass beca use i was o o full . () W th:3t w n 3lon~ survived 

And she ,w e irth t o a child . Then she went ou a d r o cee ded 

to the c ttle- kraa l t l ~oK f or dry nd loose dun~ manure , 

m::> i edi . h ~ child wa s~ boy . When sha return , s e f ound a 

erson already sittin 0 in 

ow his o. ct n s id, 

ere , h3vin blankets ~nd s aars. 



VIII 

Monna towe , ngwa na ka 0 kae? Jwnle 0 na re : Ke nn1 , mme . 

Jwale mmae 0 nn re : Jo bo ! ngwana ka , ke ne ke sa 0 tsebe t 

Jwale 0 na r e : ib batho ba ile kae? JwAle mmae 0 na r e : Ba 

jew.2 ke kgodumodumo . Le dikgor.io? ~ 

=, . Le dimpja? E. Le dikgoho 

E. E kae? 0 na r e : Tswa o bone , n~wana ka . 

Jwale ngwana o. na etswa he, a ema hodimo ha ser obe ; 

mmae le yena a hlwa . Jwale 3 mo supisa , a r e : 0 a bona mola 

lekgalong? Ngw~na 5 re : Ke a bona , ~~e . h re : Ntho yane e 

. thibil eng l ekgalo , e kang thaba , ke yona kgodumodumo . A 

kgutla , a boela ka seroben~; a nka marumo n ~ae , a r e : Kesa, 

? 

y?t bon!3 phoofol o yane . Jw.?. l e mma e o na lla , a mo t_a~wara, a r e : 

N.g1>1.ana ka , o s e ke wa ya nthong yane, e ya o metsa jwal ei}<a ~a 

e metsitse setjhaba ! Tjhe, mme, . ke tla bona . 

A ya , a fihl a let la peng , a l eo.tsa lerumo ; a t loha , a 

tsamaya . Jwale he e itse ha e mmonq , y_a ahlama hor e e tla mo 

Metsa . Jwale he a tsamaya thoko le yon1 . Jwal e ka hoba e 

si twa ho t _loha , a e rota, a yP k-{110r a o , e ntse e ahlamisi tse 

molomo . Jwale he a ntshn lerumo , a e hlaba , a ntsha l e l e 

leng , a e hlaba . Ya r obal a fatshe, ya eshwa . 

Jwale he a ntsha thipa , motho a re: 0 se ke wa ntsheha . 

A tlohele , a qale nqe nngwe ; kgom0 ere: Muu! A t l ohel e , a 

qale nqe nngwe ; kokolo- kolo t ke kgoho . J wqle a tiiset sa , a 

e phunya m~a . B~tho kaofela ba tswa , l e makgomo . 

Ba boela ka metse y~ bona , ba·re : A moshanyana enwa ke 

mor enA wa r ona ! Jwale-he mosha nyana enwa a nna a· tsamaya 

bathong bana . H~morao ba mo hloya; jwale ba mo r er i l e ho 

mmol aya . Jwa l e setjhaba kaofela·se se se mo hl oi l e . J wale 

barer~, bare: Re tle r e mo tshwa r eng , re bese mollo wa 

motonan.q kgotl 1 , re mo akgelenE; teng . Jw:::t le ha a et l a , ba r e : 
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" You man, where is my child? " He said, " It is I, mother . " Then 

she s aid , ''Oh! my child , I d i d not know you . 11 Then h 8 s::iid , 

11\lher e h1ve the people ~one t o? " nnd his m)ther said , 11They h ~ve 

b een e11ten by the kgodu:.iodumo . ir '' ,..nd the C3ttle too?" " Yes . 11 

11 And the dogs? " " Yes . 11 11 ,-..nd t he f owls?" ayes." 11:•Jhe r e is it?" 

" Come out, and see , my child . " 

Then the child went out (ind stood on top of the calv e s ' 

enclosure . His mother also climbed . hnd she showed him s aying , 

11 Do you s ee th e r ~ At the mount :1in pass? 11 The cr.ild s3id , ?' Ye s , 

I s ee mother ." She said , 11 Thc1t t h in~ that fil ls the pass and 

which is like a mount ?.in th1t is t he k~0dumodumo . He r eturnsd 

t o the c~lves ' enclosure , t ook his s raars and sa id , "I a~ still 

going t o s ee th;3t anim9l . " "1ow h i s mother crie d ~nd he l d him 

s a ying , 11My child , you must not ;o t0 t hat t hing ; it will swa ll 0\•1 

you 3s it ha s swallowed the n 1tion . 11 11No mothar, I s hall s ee . 11 

He l e ft, cBme to?. fl a t sto ne ~nd shar pened~ sp93 r . Then he 

pr o c e eded . Now when it sa w him , it open•2d its mouth in or der 

t o sw2-l l ow him . But he went to the side . nnd because i t W3 S 

unable t o move , he went r /")und t o its b3ck , while it h3d its 

mouth wida open . Then h;::; t0 •) k 0ut a spe~ r ~nd stabbed it . He 

t ook out anothe r: one a nd st~bb ~d it . It fell down qnd died . 

Now he took out q knife , and 3 per s on said , "You s},oul d not 

cut ~e ; 11 And he would l eave 3nd st-'1rt el s ewher e . r . cow wo ul d s av, 

"Muu ! " ,rnd he would l ea ve off =m d start elsewher e . r\ do~ would 

s 9y"K?ee ! '' nnd he w0uld l e~ve off 3nd s tart e lsewher e . 11 Koko l o

koloo ! ~ that is a f o wl . N0w he perse ve r ed and cut open its 

stomqch . nll the people c3me out a nd the c~ttl e . 

The y went back to their village and s 3id , "Is this bo y 

our chief?" Now this boy ke pt on moving 3moni; thes e peopl e . 

Aft er some time , they ha t ed him a nd want2d t o kill h im . N0w 

th e whole n?tio n hat ed hi m already . They r-l ott ed s ayin~ , 11We 

must hold him and make a b i g fir e 1t tre k2otl?. a nd thr ow him 

into it . " "ihen he c3me , they s a id , 



IX 

-oren2 , tl o I) dula ka mona , 1 0 dule ka mona . Jw.qle a r e : 

Tj e , ke dul .::> rnona . 0 '.1 i lel2 . Jwale he ba t adima ne , ba 

t ;:~dimc9 ne he banna bana . Jwe.le e , b1 r e ba mo tshwara , a 

. honyoh2 ho bonq , ba n ke onna os e e , bc=1 mo kgele ifo . Jw le 

0 nts~ eme mono , ?. r e : J\ otho l e e san ? 

Jwal e ba r e : h0 y e SWA w n:;) ? w3l e tjhek:1 mok ti : 

Jwale ~ ba jhekil~ moko i ) b3 be ,a a t l a 13 . Jwale ha a 

e l !:> ' b?. r e : orenq, 1 0 ul c: a on;:i, tlo 0 dule ka ona . 

Jw.qle he a · tl e , tulo ts or en::i e e sena , morena a dule mona . 

Jwale he ':105 a n 303 .. .,~ Sen atq a ebs . 1 d l r1 . Jw3le he b 

nts e b - l ebeletse hnba o a el s e ke a wela . 

a re : H · ka et s a j ang? Ba r e : o ka k na a ihelwe . 

Jwvl e e ohlo ong ba rer c9 se o re a ke ba mo dihel e . 

re : le ke le tlo bon n 

k4'tlase , l e mo r en~ n le o bon~ . Jw le on~ et ell e l e . 

Bs re : kajeno re ya mo di el g , Jw~l - ba fihla · hodim s elomo , 

b . r e q mo sus ts1 1 ~ fa 3 e e bona , b3 dihele osele . A r e : 

e kR b ka l3n hA l _ i 1 m h? BP. r e : Pe ! Jwale b~ swabe • 

Jwale a he he e , a e o y n- ; jw~l 3 am tshw~re a mo emise . 

~ r e : ~ ho y3 e swc jwan? ntsa tsamaya le metse , em a 

etse k~ofel 3 e see 

etse haholo , j ale 

reri e . Jw a- he ha se ts maile 

s e wa qe e l o ~ ihla en . Ba re : Ho 

l okil e . Jal e ba mo rer jw3lo he; jw le ba e tsa letsholo . 

J Ale- h . oo ba r e sen~ b r ea r bale ~ne motsheo wa 

1 haha . Jw<1lc - he. h rw 1 a , ha r wa l lw- , ha rwa llwa atsi ; 
,, 

y a eba k ::,ol o . 

Jwnl~ a 1 r e se o au e atsi ka nqa tse edi , a 

hl kiswa le on 1 o . .1 e a jhes • Jw1l e botsa , a r e : 



I,. 

11 Chi~- c .e md si is side · c~~~ i.d si hi s side . 1 J-'.nd 

. i s side . " Ee si s 0wn . he. l o ok.::d 

ey r l ot e 

m=rn ;,.nd t h r e w 

i 

• ')W . ey . ond ~r:::d , I - C .n be do n e ? ' .e ug 3 hol e • 

r ~re1 er ey u i nf s r1w qnd ~. r s s , ma :;ind t hey 

:::i 1 ') u ~ 5,-, g 11 rie c ~ ') :m ') l d -:r r - i b ~ske o n 0 

'J f . a -.k~ 1 • 'hen he c:ime he• s .::iid : 11 cr · er 
' 

C"l e nd 

si i s side · C ~;;! 1n s i h i s ~i de . ' H~ C,"",2 . ! ' e l !:\ c e 

of ... € Cr . ~ i s hi s on" · h3 mus sit her e . I d ~e boy of 

Se WJU d si own . i ~ eY. 2 C in hi 0 f :i ll in , he 

. .,,nul' 0 0 s . 

n , 5 ·ct •t C n .. d,Jne?" ,lnd b~ s q i d i s a.dv i s3 -

1~ ...,h" -;: s o~l b~ rus .•.: ov.:-r 1 r e i-r i c; . J W e y , ~r ee d 

0 r _c.:. i :; 0 -"'r er. J :.. ur l i 'Tl . Q:>J t h-= . ,Rd mgd e ; ~L=m 

-:i n d S-=?i.,, ''Co. d s~e :)W:1 .:; r e · •0 nd e er. i ef s 0 ld lso 

C'J 'Tl~ ·. ~d S8L , ..... :,.. .. ,.;n :: .e-.d ·rnd ey s id 'To l, We 1 .,o in 

') r l ,,,., )V?r 'l r .. c r ic - · 
,t . J- e -= c -=irn- 0 :, r of tr.e . • j 

r 2c i ic.:: h-.y r · 2ct ~ ") r sh him 0 ~r i . Ju. he st e ed aside 

., d . ay C. - n..: ') _re ir num -; r , e S "l i do OU push 

i s n v _r ?•' 
..., 

" i I Oh . I 1nd wer e d i inted . e -.rs I -
w:,n 0 n i l d i •1n li Gd h . u . 

h~ s.i " l C .!1 b~ dJ:ic:: ? . H~ e 0 .ovi ., fro 

i 1 ~ v · 111_2 · but ~11 ... .:. 11 :=- - 25 .:l l o ~d 1g,?i inst 

h . "' i n~ h OU h . V vill 9c::;.; s , I,;; c ':). e he l .?. S on e . 

S '1id s 1_ 1 i. h n y l o q i i ns hi a n d 

or ""O i _d hun i~ "? y l J s h0 l o . Jh ~ h 2y sl e t th y s ::i id 

h.,, S . '"'U d s ~;;, inn _r OS ":ff 0 he C9 Ve otsheo . The y 

q h-::red :'I .. o ') ') d . f il t W.., S 3sle2 e u ire wood , 

0 '.) s s (o o,; C"'I V ) s ".\ 2 s oul d 0 h'l a a xi . 
.e, h ., 5 ,_ : · r "' ) . nd he S "l i 



X 

Le ents e mollo o k ka g ~ J 3l e b ~ hab haholo , b r e : Kajeno 

r e hlo s e . Jw'ale ') t s h :1 , 3 r e : Le en se moll o· -~ kakan 
h ba Kaj eno l fl e 3 ' e : 0 ,. i e . A h 3 ~' yaba 0 A 

sw::i , 0 e 0 ') 3 . Jw-8. le 1. 0 sh r 
' 

q et sa k.q boomo , ba 

ol y ~ . J 11:::! e ho thwe el o ya h~e y t swa , ya l eha , ya 

y1 dinony. nen_. 

( ii ) 

a o b e R l e ..,cl 3 · j w:!) e k du odumo _y~ tla , ya 

fi l a y a ba j a . JwAl c 0s3 e ~ ~ g ken? ka s er ob eng ; j wale 

a beleh i n wnna eo , n _w~ q e l e os .an.a na . Y~ q o r e o mo 

ea re : e , o i edi ·o o i s kae? r e : Ke nk01a·mo i t ed i . 

tl a ,~11? wen - . .3 l e .9 re : ' e , s e j ab a s e i 1 e ka e? Y b 3 o re : 

Se je eke k odumo u o . Y a o r e : , 3 e kae ? rl r e : Ke yane . 

onyeny ane? r e : Ke y e 

wa na k o y k e , athe o 

tsamaya . Y ba o 

q fi l ~ · e n sh1 l el e e hn e ~ o a ; J k ao l A l e leme . Jwale ya 

n sh l e l en 

o l ab~ . Gn 

j 1l e 3 e bol y~ k1 l c r o , y ba ea sh • Jwal e 

mo ho 3 e k har1 o n, : 0 se ke wa nt l b1 . 

boelq ~ hl. bA hg e 

kgodu odu o , oct · 3 1 

odi , Yab 3 o l ~ba k o 

oel~ q hlab m eh y 

~b1 o o o r e : 0 se ke wa hl ab 

0 h 3 re : 0 s e e w~ hlaba kgomo . 

Yb ea shwa , 3 ho s 

E·tse 

Senka t n 

moren~, a 

Jwale b 

bn ousn 

Jw!:!l e 

la y n~ ke 

~ b 

k om . 
ba bu 

0 jh 

e 

ets mo ho e on a nea mosh nya na wa 

0 3 boel q a 0 aa k'-' o . Jwal e ya. eba 

9 , Jw le o a di isq k omo tsena sa hae . 

e ;:\ seko i , ::i. re ba la molaya , hoba ne 

e y~ne . 

0 :l e b tsa ; l ebi so 

a s wa , ke dit ko sa yona . e botsa , 



X 

hG i s l'Jst . 11 Th-=n he w.>k-l up , C'.t'!lt: out , ~rnd stood next t o t h::;m . 

N')W t h~y c3ught hold 'Jf him , he doi ng it deliber ately , 1nd 

k i llad him . N')w then it is sqid h i s he~r t esc3red and want t o 

tr.~ birds . 

(i i ) 

1te th e:1 . t 1·" · . cJrt"1in wom·m went into 1 c1lve s ' kr ::ia l. Now 

she ~ive birtt t~ th~t child , the child bein~ a boy . Then she 

t hnught of fetchin~ dry dun- iqnur e f0r him . nnd he s a i d , 

11r0the r , where "ra y1:>u t kin? dun"' 'TI3nur e? 11 She sa i d , " I sh:111 

srr-21d it f0r y')u . i t lie s:1id , n- •1o ther , wh::;r e h~s the ncltion 

':;One? " .. nd she s1id , 11It h,s be'Jn e.q t en by th.a kgodumodu mo . a 

He s1id , "~'h.;re is it?" n nd shD s~id , 11There it i s ." Th e n 

hs took his sp~~rs ~nd she s1id , ~ify child , whar e ~r e you goi ng , 

bein;; s~ y0un.:i_;?'1 He s~id , 11 I !lm going to k i ll i t . 11 He l e ft . 

Ha 1rrived . It t onk ')Ut its tongue on see i n~ h i m, 3 nd 

he c~~rred it off . N0w it t ook 0ut nnot~er ona , 1nd he kil l ed 

i t ·r1ith .': sre..,r -;?:d it ch-'3d . Th:2n he st1bbed its stom1ch a nd 

3 i:-ers '):-i insial? S'"'ic , ·1Y0u should not st~b ma . •1 1-ie stqbbed 

i t ~;.in , 1na 1 doz cri ed . n sJin h~ stqbbed the stomach of 

t h,; kc:o,jumodu."10 , ~nd 1 :o ¼t c r ied . n nc. than :1 Per son s gi d , 

11 Do not st-:b ~ cow~" At l;-ist i t died <'lnd eopl e c-::me ou t . 

'!h•:m th ';.;y c~m--· 'JUt , 1 certflin r,2 r so n gave t'1o bo y o f 

. 
bdC~~2 chi2f ~nd rul •d 0v3r them . He he r ded his cAttla . 

Now thay du~~ h0la f~r him , thin~in~ they w~u:d ki ll h i m, 

bec1use h e ruled bein~ y~un~ . 

~ow thare 1t the r~stures , h2 9Sked t h i s cow of his . 

I ts ~r1ise - n ~~e i s T~lodi- rh~t shw3 . He 1sked it 



XI 

T0lodi- phAtshwa , dit~ba ke dife? Y9ba e r e : Kwana ba r e r e ya 

bol awa ; kw~na hne ho tjbekilwe sekoti moo o dulang teng ; o t l e 

o hane ho dulq t en~. Jwale bane ba fihla hae ; bane ba r e : 

Tlo o dul e mon3 , moren:1 . Jw~le ka hobane kgomo e mmol el etse 

ditaba naheng , a r e : HR ke dule t eng . B~ r e : Nao tla dul a kae? 

A r e : Tjhe , dulq mon3 , ke dule moo o dutseng t eng , wena o dule 

moo o r eng ke dule t eng . 0 na mo tlosa ka matla , ka hobane o na 

ba hlol a . Jwal a ba tloha . 

Jwa l e·o a l ositse h~pe ; a di disq h3pe hosa sa . Jwale banna 

b3 b ~ng ba motse o mon~ ba fihl a ho yenJ , ba mo dumedisa . h r e : 

E. BR r e : Nao ke ke W3 r e nea kgom0 ao ya· hao? 0 na hana ; ba 

ne b1 mo qo~h elln ; o na h~na . Bane ba r e : Re tla o bol aya . 

Jwal e a r e : Le ka e kuka , l a e kganna . Jwale ba ne ba e 

bq habo bona , ba ikganna , ba ya 

hAe . J wa l e be'! r e : Mol ek,rna r 0n:3 , kgomo y , hr:lo e kgannwa 

jwang? J wa l e b~ n~ b1 r a ho yena : Re kga nnel e yona . rl ba 

kgannela yona . 0 n1 ya l e b0n1 h2.e , ha hRbo bon3 . 

Bane ba fihl~ ba e hl3hlel3 sakeng , ba e hlaba . Jwale 

hn bq qal a hoe hlaba , ba hlaba e mong· wa bon~. Ba ne b3 r e : 

E rokele , r e tsebe ho e hl1ba , hob:1ne ke mona r e· a hlabana . 

Jw.ql e b a ne ba e hlnba ; jw~l e YR eshwa . Jw.:i l e ba nE ba e 

r ql.3 ; bn ne bB qql?. ho e buwa , ba ne b;:i buwa e mong wa bona . 

Jw,ql e ba na b 3. r e : Oho , mokana r onn , r okel E\ kgomo ya hao ! 

n A a r e : Tol odi - phatshwa , dumal a ha ba o buwa ? E nee 

dumel a h·e, bn e qeta . 

0 

Bane ba e thotha j wale , ba ne ba e r a tha . Jwa l e ba 

r atha ba bang ba habo bona . Ba ne ba r e : Wee ! mokaca r on3, 

bua le kg0mo y9 hao t O n9 re: Tolodi- phatshwa , dumel a hle ba 

o bokel l e t E nc e dumel ~, ba e bokella . 



'1nd s 1 i j , 11 h t 

tr 2y sr .. 1r2 

XI 

n __ ws , T-:l0dt - ph r,tshwa? 11 .-"::d it s 1 id , "Ov e r t h e r e , 

t~ b= ki lled . J v ~r t her p 1t ~ome , a hol a ha s 

b.;::_;n du;.: wh-3re you s i t . You must r ~fus :.:> to sit ther e . ·1 They 

·,,1en t horn~ !1nd th::y s1 i ci , 11ComJ rnd sit h . r s , ch .ie f . " nnd now 

b e c r· USc tt C. CJ\\/' h;c tri l d h i -n th;3 n 31'fS ~t t he V3ld , h ; s a i d , 111 

d0 n '"' t st:. tri_ r c . '1 Th---y s r. i d , lli•1h e r a -: r e you ga in.a- t o sit , n 

He s--id , 11
1 o , V'.)U sit her e , ~nd l 8 t '"!1_3 sit wher e vou a r e sitting . 

Sit w~:::r ~ you S"ly I '.Dus t sit . 11 P.e r ern ov ;d him f or cibly b e cnuse 

h e w~s strJ n~ar t hqn gl l o f thd~ . Jow t hdy l ~ft . 

He ·,ns ner di n •'T c-:ttl9 'F"3in ()n t r.e f 0 l lowin~ d Ry . Ce rta i n 

MGn frJ ~ c~r rin villi~c c~~e t o him ~nd ~r eet ed him . He s a id , 

11 H:;l l ':> ! '' Th'-'y s ~id , 11 C--::1w) t y ou C" ive us th ~t co w of yours? " 

H~ r e f u s ed . Th=y rer su 1ded h i~ b ut he r Efus ed . Th ~y s a i d , 

w •e sr.11 -<il l y0u . 11 1-:-s s ~i d , 11You m., y hciv e it q:nd drive it 

1 w1y . '' Th:y tri ed t o driv e it 1nd ins t ead d r-Jv e th air f e llow

":'l~n , d r ov·~ thu'TiS:lves --r,d w nt h om-3 . No·"' t h3v s -1 i d , '1i'rie n d , 

h ow :'..s y':>ur c~ 1v driven '? J riv c it for us . n he dr ove i t for th em . 

Ea we nt with t ~e~ t J t heir h ome . 

Thev ru~ i t i nto~ c1t t l e - kr ~8l 1nd sla u ghte r ed it . ~s 

tt8y d i d s; , tr2y s t ~bb ed 0 n e of t he ir numb er . Then t h ey s a id, 

' Pr~i s? it , t h~ t w~ ~1y b a Able t o sl~ught e r i t b e ca u s e we a r e 

sl ~. ught c r inc:- rrn2 -:moth e r . " ':'he n th ey s l a u~ht :;r ed it an d i t d i ed . 

They c u t : t oren 1n d st r r t e ct t o fl ay it . Ins t esd ~ they fl a y ed 

o n e of .their nu~b8r . Th ey s -:id , :r f l ~~ s e fri Pn d , . nrqise y :)Ur 

co w. '' r.nd h3- s 1id , 11T0l odi - phqtshw·1 , l e t t h em f l ay you . 11 It 

1 gr eed -nd th2y finis h ed fl 3y i ng it . 

~')W t ~;y st~rt 2d t 0 ch o it 3nd c3 rry it 3way . They 

ch orr eo u-:- s nrn. :Jf tteir nur:ib or . Th ,rn th ey s 1 i d , " Frie nd , 

r l c""S<J t"'l k t'J your C:)·v . " nnd h e s 1 id , " Tol odiphJtshwa , please 

1l l o w t~a~ t n ch~r vou ur . " The y st1r t e d t o co l l e ct its p i e ce s , 

1nd co l l~ctad s~m o~ tbcir number . They s a i d , 1Fri an d , rle3se 

t ., l '< t o your c0·-1 . " 1-ie s 1i d , 11Tol odiph~t sh:,.r~, 1l l ow them t o 

coll=ct y0u . " I t -~r_ed 1n d t he y did s o . 
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Ba ne a e fihlisq k l A en 
' 

ba ne be qala ho,te ho basadi : 

Hl si tsw~mJ di sa . Ba· n1= ba h '1 swana . Jwale ba re: ee ~ 

mokana r on. , bua le di its3 s ~n- , re hla tswe di its ts 

kg')mo ·e hf!O . 0 n :1 r e : i11ee ' Tol odi - ha shwa , dumela hle ba . 

hl::l swe di itSR, ba q ehe ! Jw3le b:1 na b;:i e s eha , b ne 

b3 e keny if'J itseng · ba ne ba nk3 bath b ba n 
' 

b ba kenya 

k ::t di its e Ba ne b1 r-:i • '- . ;,:~e ok na rona , buq l e k omo ya 

hao , r e e a ehe antle . 0 n1 r e : Oee . olodi- hatshwa , dumela 

le ba o a ehe h3n l e t 

J qle ba e a_e ~ · jw~l e e e ea bu swa . Bs e shola ; ba 

r e ba ya e Rba , ba ala ho fa q ho ; jw:1le b qa l a ho nka e 

on W9 boa bR o nea mot o e, n W3 b n . Jw le ba bue l e 

yena , b~ r e : .. 0renc:i , buA e k0 mf') yo e du e l e ha re e j a t 

Jwc?le e na e du el r• . J nlc bn ne bn r e ba mo sehe la, 0 na 

3na . Ba ne bn e j::i k~ fela ')n3 ben b:i 0 s e ona , le bana ba 

bona, le din ja s a b J J ala a ne ba e hak isa letl l o . 

Jwf!le n. a olqmu w~ hae hodima 

s eo lw3na ; q sw9 a m0 a 1·O . 0 3 fihlq el letlal p , o na 

0tl letlalo ka mola u, 0 ne a r e : olod.i - hatshw , a re ye hae , 

~ r e ye a e s o ! E nee • sw~ ka ela a y na , a s apo a yona 

a boehi ho yona •· B. o ba e j c, l.en ba ne ba. shwa kaof ela , 

l e b n9 ·ba bona, 1 di ja tsE'! on • 0 n ts.amRya ; a fihla 

a hl bo . 0 n r e : olo i - a shwa , o nno samay_ , on 

utlwe . Ya r e : 

ne ba tsamaya ho ya 

se o okil e mo r e ya ng ten . Jwa le ba 

la ah bo . 

Jw le ae 3 r e : Nrrw 
0 nrl kFi , ') SR hela h1=1n le na? 0 na 

re : E. 0 n!:": r e .o f2 boh be . 0 na a ka s ken ka k omo 

y. h~e . Jw.31 e e ~ r e : 0 se ke :=i 0 ja . ;.. r e : a ke s e 

ke k~ bo j.q k9 "'ke:i n n ? y~ re : .ao o 0 tshe l e tse s etlha r e . 



XII 

1. he '.)"") I{ i () 
... 

.,, . ~ h us_ ~r~d s1id ~'J he W)ffi~ !l. , '' .:~ sh h E: ots . I 

'Iha ":Sr.eC ') ~ r • Q . : r . T -;;: h"" r s1id , Friend rla~ s e r,1 lk 0 

es: 0 s h -::it '· C. ~' 1sh r:e 0 s of our cow. " He s id , 

010 ' . ~ 
:i ' 

..., 1-= s-= .1 OW th _m ') N s "' 0 5 qnd cook you . I 1 • . ' 

b w t . cu i ll ~nd ru ·t in ".) h e s n !-le fir e . They 

') ") 5 . 12 -1') -::ind u em in '") 0 s . ':'h~ SJi 
' 

"Pl e:l se , 

f i e 1~ 0 '.) r C \v }- ,, ~ T1.., cook it :r0 rly . I e s aid , 

,~,1 C.. tr s wa , 1 --'! S8 -=-l l ow ern () CO'Jk ye r'.) . e r y . 

9Y C')Jk~d i en , a s rire . l .e ')O k it off 

e r e "n ri ed ") i sh it out and ive i •; e e le . h y 

()0 0 (? of eir nu er ·md _q e im 0 ne of he s elves . 

an t s ke 0 l.,'!1 ~nd s iid , " hie 2=\ S G :t lk 0 your cow 

th i 0 s 0 e::. .. I · -::, r P.ed 't: . -... y ri ed 

"") _i V ·- irn '.)) bu he r efu sed . .e 'l e al l 0 e 

owners f tis ill.-:~~ o~e e r ith heir h il r e..'1 • hey 

r e C cd t.hP. si<:i _n h ➔ -:-rnund . 

r. - n ~x he ke u ·rnd _o k !-ii s ick om on 0 

of '1 1:-3 1 d , ,en OU si .... He W"n next he ide 3 nd -· 
0 nd ~ i ·, h his s icK s.:iyin l odi q s R :, us 0 

hom=- · 1..: s '.) h0 is ric h1 ~so . II I r 3 a i ned its ---
bo -m: i s r e urn ed 0 i . r . 1 t' 3 e ~ w 0 h:=id 

erl en i a::-= .1.. r wi h·ir C il r en 'l n 0 'e left 

.nd en ,0 C. • E~ "id 'lo l::>di :-1 s w::i , a y u 0 you .. st 

ec:: ') 1· s he"rin II It sa i c! , in s qr e 111 ri t . 
w ..... r ,•If: 1r.: - i ~::, . Thay 1en on l "k : ., un il he c- me homa . 

v is _r sqid 0 i ' ·-Y child , a re OU s i 1 well?" 

Ha S '.1 i 
' 

es . He ,s. ""d ~ .:? r f a r brc P. e h2n -1e 0 ha 

kr · a is C w. I s.nid , ny u us .o e::, i • He S1i . 
w ; .y sh ou d I 0 2 i ? I s '1 i ,.' ' "Yo r 0 her 1S o · soned it . " 



D. 

XII 

wqle 

ntq e Senk qna ~ b~ nk~ , 3 b j . 

ae o il e a s i on ; jwa l e 

w1 l e a shwa . Jwa l e k~omo 

YR r e : 0 1 ~n; , he , o k9 b~ h s hwel e wen8 · a o ha a o r . t e . 

PITSO y,,. DI 

o t we d i nony1 nn d i a ct · e se i s o e kgol o . itsong 

en-q di t 1b e ne e l e or ct· ur ele hod imo . JwAl e ya tla f et a 

q .ng ka ho ru r q k ye n-9 e0 e l !:! a or ena w ts na . Jwa l e 

di ne d i l oh9 d i r ,:, u , u , u u, di r ur :=i , bontsu , l e 

bol enon 
' 

l e bot l '"l ka show. G ' l e b l ehehemu, le born amol n w3. ne , 

l ::! b0koknlof i e · di e d i rura s , d i f . 

J , l e ha ct· fi hl a s eb3 ke o i y3ne wa kena ka l e heong 

h ntsu . Jw .l e h q d i k~~ ~19 ct · onyJ otinynne a i ha 

seb k :i s ~ ho ya h d i 
f"' ' 

k . . b1 ne !1 3. SR ka f of a , A en s e 

a b hl ::i l e , ,e n ~ l e eo n ~ n S U , J w3le s a k ~utla kao f el a 

n n R a ' s boelc1. f ?. s -, ho bo n e a y f etil en~ b bang 
' 

ke .. :'1 !1 . 1 5 q u 

s bon~ l 3t ho ; 

.noti yane . J ::i (; 

obane ke n a a 

Ynba n s u e 

l :=i i.r a ba rnor en 

lw:::i : ven 
' 

C en l qe Ts. l e l a l 3 , tsa s e ke 

S '=i 

f e 

1 s lwa : Qe n qene; qen I Ke . 
ti yane a f i l a , a re: K nna mor ena , ka 

il en d i onya na k ofe l a . 

.~l e J ; yab l enon ~ l i r e : . ot iriyane , o ka 

1~ nthw ny3n3 e k l enyana? J l e 

dinony~na kao f e a s ~ o r or e l . Jw1l e y b3 otinya ne o a 

b l eh, , w ke 

hoba ne o i yan3 

k a ,:, k i ., w maholi . ~ di fi hl a s fumana 

~ne oko in o onyen ane , d i sitw ho 

kena . Jw~l e S 3 er a , a di a o hc r e na ya tl n l ebel 

okot · n 

::i :na 1 

kc.~ ? Jw_ l a ha we ke s e hoo ko , y3 mahlo 

e s e n l e e l a . 
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n he i elds • 

...., i -:. d -::. i . 1r0 • he d i ed . ,-,.nd his 

'JW · i "lUr. o s r d0~ s no 

n. O""' ""HE DS . --
I s !: . ' - h 1 ·J i r s " ,_ 1 ed a r eq so . 11. his pi so 

he e~ r i ~c·.1ssion W'1S '-. h--y s ould fl he one 

w ('I ·-nu_ _l h" : .t., r h-qn h -::: 0 h-: rs W"J 1 E:C m~ h~ chi ef of 

-1 
,..., 

2 d s ·-· i I u . in lying Ci . 4- J~ ; 

' 
h: C ~ 

1 - v · urc: :::-ryr ~n vul ure e Sec r e ,, ry ird a nd 

ot er s . T ey 00k ') . nd 15W • 

.iht...n . W,.;r,;:- in "'lid - 8i r seb.:-ike ,- ,e ·..:i r :j ss w3 rbl er , ' ,· 

!o :i: ad un ar he e1;::le: s in .:; . .~n he birds 

ec. t l. i y1ne 0k he or u i ? l ew h i h , because 

e h·. 0 u . :d '1 G p wisel '1nd sli ad u er the wirtc-

0 - 1~ . ..... }-~ 0 <? r irds C ;:, dovm n order see who 

h-;d ur , _ s .d _; rs . T e he1rd en . qen .. . ..: n ., . They 

.0 e'i ur • .in u "'lcrE:.ly ~·1rd qens l en I . 
I~ s 

, 

"l · in .n _. ·1 0 :o iny:me c1m :me! s1i en . 
chi ':? be - s r "'Sc-:d 111 h~ her b " rds . ~1.1~,:. - !"I 

Th .. '? Tle C :mt.: 1!1,_ r') ;:ind l ~ vul ure Sc:; id :~ iny n e , 

c ~ ~ r ly e !:l C i ef h t.:n ~uch -!1 r e '1 i y • ? 1n ..., . 

o ·v - :111 ird -c - .n ~0 n is ic o~ !'.l rds hi 10 inrme 

r n 3 n in E- ole f Le di . . hen h_y a rriv 

.E: • f na h .. nn n , s - .1 1 h0l ..! ; d .::.y war e 

un b G o ~ n . n 1-~vin h y isc SSC i) s ") w.o woul d 

kee. ~u: r d - .. 
.€;: hol ? I W1 S 1. r eed h· ... shoul bt: a owl , .. 

S ~, hoo ·-:, · . o .., s r => eye s . 
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Jwa e sa s 1 y q , s 1 q s el 1 s 1 siy3 s e h0ok ony ko 

se l ebe se ~ in ~ne . 

ho ko i .:n :m €: ; m nka l eh o k- qny:::m 3 , w qho tsa l e ihlo 1~ 

s e ho ko . J ~ e ~ 0n1 1 s a anye l e ihlo . Jwalc .otin~ ne ~ 

s e hoo o l e s 3 , yQ J r ~ ek s e o~k~ s e s e s e o tadi i e . 

1--. boel a a nk ?. ehlokw1. a e . J 11 e q .. o qho oh tsa haholo , 3 

ba n 

ikel s;. . 
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FOLK- r1.LE : 

I is cleP.r t c1 his Y.e off or as old to 

wil e aw y i le hours ~nd wi h no qr ic 1 r end in view . 

LEGE 

Fr om the le en ~r igure of he boy- ero enkatana , 

it gy e oncluded th at whoever he wa s, and ,ha t ever his 

rues ory he wP.s a l 8r e he;:irte man , w o d i d not hesita te 

o endanger. is life in an ate pt to hel others . In his 

rivil e~e posi ion nex to .q lov·ng mo her , he r e~lised , 

as hose in m a rable os itions seldo do, hA one 's 

enjoymen of life in seclusion is inco lete , ile the 

majori y of e eo le 1 n~uish in squa or and overty . 

e 1 t er a re sy bolised he m~sses i risoned in the 

s o ac o he odumo u o . ~ is r e~1 · s .ion ade i m 

give u his shelte red osit ion nex 0 is mo her , in 

order 0 and ake life ore co le e and e nin ful for 

bot 
' 

y sl in~ this mon e r and free in .,, e others . Th- t 

e 1- er urned a ai i 
' 

a d ul i ely ut im to 

dea h , does no de r 3c from his . On he C:> r~ r y , it 

heigh ens i ;:ind .uts i in 0 bold relie as a shinin 

jewel in e sordi s ect3cle 0 n's in r .qti tude t o 

3n . Like is n~me, Senkat~na's deed s live on , shining 

ex~ le of a ~n who d'd all i is ower o being life 

an h.q iness o others . I is robably i viei of such 

asic con idera ions t A some infor ans s · m ly i entify 

i wi Chris . 

e rosi e see s to e he case wi Di o . His 

is a ic ure 0 1 sadist a yr nt "who bes ri de s the 

narrow orl ike coloss s ' ) ak · n life intoler ble for 

ho e e er h hi self . For .is r e::son , e 'las both 
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f eq r ec qnd r: ed fo r - t r 3nt nev~r find s a l 3ce in a 

e le's b.e~r . ~is own~?. be re fi r s t o 

isown hi:ri . nd · e :1sh:::i_ .ed of 3n pr evious connec ions t he y 

h1d v.:.. h hi m. Tis is evi dence b he f a ct t ht 

i s ome s ories , - i mo · s oc ca s i onally sa · d o be of Nguni 

r ·. her r,?. ~o ho or i i . f-i i s blind ST'O s s ch a s credulity, 

lov 0 of be-: r ~nd l 1ck of d .... il ed 0 ser a i on , a re L, 

e l oi ed b re we3 k f or .e i r 0 safe y . This rob :-1 bly 

hro•lls :"'to r e i e;h Q!1 he need fo r ct hee lth cooperation 

::i.n ~~cef ul co- e is ence be 11een he i::, a n t he small , 

re '· e1K and e s tron7 . Such coo er At ion ·old be 

be efici9l o Jll Di o usin~ his ~r ea s r ength o 

e e \· ea k 3nd e l q er o enin g his eyes t o his blind 

S O S rus m~ k · n!! 1 if e f ulle r and or e . e?.nin f ul for all 

:rnr ies . 

RILiJLE 

7 , 5 ,10 . he wi t h mo ur and o s er v1tion of te ~osotho are 

evide~ced by ri s r i les i ioms and r overbs . T ey deal 

._ri .. re world ~r ound hi:n t .. e t hi gs ha he new nd 

houe:h ~ ru h is di s ~uised in the ri ddle , it 

i s ne ver ra l es s .er e , wh i l e i n t he _r over b , i i s s ated 

is nqked fo r ~ . In e l g er t e a r ious for~s and 

yes o obs erv 1 ion 9r e ? ive s t~id and r e ul3 r form 

i n he i se o a sayi n~ ha t is ' licable o a ar icular 

si u~ ion i n li e . . s sue . then hes e r over bs ma y be 

S1 o o s i u e t he voic e of .e a ci en os ot ho , which 

s enks ' irect ly o r is desc endqn s couns e l l i n => and teachin 

tre: :ro~ ri s 01 eY. e r iqnc es in lie . Cons e uently , they 

w s e m~ l ear s from the 

e ,2r · enc: o r.ers . ~ ~ l esso s e~bedded · hem o 

h, i. . h ,:1d w·t h ::ose ?nt gined in he lon 0 is ~ 



(ii) 

5. 2. J . 

-145-

There R S 3lso he t e of work song t at consti -

uted a co en on t re a sk be ~ _erformed , or 

co 1 int about the ~r life th~ it ent iled , 

incl din _ he condition of .e orke r 8nd/ or the cruel t 1 

and eanness 0 hos 2 in ~u hori y over him . This 
J 

(; 

w i c nv :=1ri:1bl ~ccom.ani ed cor. :;,rin ing , W?.S oft en 

sung by or . han irls or ne -.rl marri .? d j u :;,::, ers - in - l P 

dingwetsi , who did no je on well i their others- in-

law. Sue songs were usuB 1 much lon~er th n the ord i n ~ -

or sons ~nd refl a c ed e a titud -:! of the 

s·n . er, w.o o casiona l ly imi a ed o e or other of th e 

ch ract ers she h~d in mind as ho ugh she were 

soliloquisin_. A ood ex :1m l e of ti s ty 2 is iv en 

by~ s . Khake 131 : 

he 

" he, lefu ee ! ee , a l P. 2e MR ! 

Lefu l e e t ile brt ho . ta s :;n-=- . 

Lefu l e anyAl:i le s YA. ct·boko · 

onr1 di k uts;mr1 r e anR "11bi la , 

Re ana bo - 3moeke Si 12 hA lo . ' 

( Hai l death ! fa . la ! la . 

ea h hr1s finis .~d ~e e ~t .,a sieng . 

De th is evil, i l2aves worms · 

, e or hans swea r by ~r aves 

, e swear b elate a . oek~ts ', Fha l o a d ot hers} . 

S: 

her e a r e hree a in t of d1n ce • n3mely , es son - s' 

a r ecr e ion 1 d c o or en onl . , 
r:,oooko elo or o- ou n e only , and h 

for irls onl . .e .:. rs t two, ther e 

1c. Yha ke l A: OS LI EO u I EIL Et.'. • F -:i 
- • ✓ • • I 
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die s in the vel d , 

he g::-- ve of a~ of war is . e s eb k gr a ss, 

"1qn of 1·nr is not buri ed t horne , 

He is b rie i f'.)reign l~nds . 

.-'l.nd ·he e dit:::S l:e V 1 ures ea h ·m, 

T ey cover him wit. he i r in ~s th e vul tures) . 

owqrdice is not he oin t he oin is 0 l ive in ea ce 

e con rd •i r. 0 her eo le . Hence the nu e r ous sa yings 

a r ound tis centr~l tl:eme : 

K otso e n~l-1 . ( Fe ce is r os eri ) , 
:s. 

Ko so e kg?. i sedi : (feq ce ism y si er /b r ot her) . 
A 

-.o s3d i ke !"1orena . ( ~ver body :nus res ec t a woman) • 

''0 ka nke qng ?" h:i e 3he otse . 

(nrro~ ~ ce does not bu~l d a home/village) . 

~ots~ o a a, a mora edi . 

( .. he o e -~ ros r ~rs 1· s h.~ of a humbl e a n) - :"l • 

s be e ~1 ~ ke o shabe . 

es e c me !:', I . a ,. 1 so res e c ou ) . 

his 10ou s ms u .e as ic r a i ional outlook 

·me.! n i ude o: .e So ho in rel ? io their de ~lings 

d r otrer e lE . nd if ever here was a ime in 

r ' s or is r qd i ional OU l ook vas needed , it is 

.-1h=n . e So !' o '.) Ve to d ·us ems elves t o he ever 

C ,:3 ':i r ld w ich the have 0 live . 

so- s: 

I 3 11 is fr s Sou re rn So·ho r ~di i o al oetry 

~a e. r r a her h n thee· e to be hea rd 

.1n r ead . '"'ro . . i s si . l e st for 

no e of an 1bsen - ind ed girl re .ea in 

the _l intive 

he S 3 . e line over 

J d ov,::, r : 9i he dikoma and i hoko , he same ba sic 

. r·nci 1 -a 1 . ies . • OS of e son s , a c io . cer emoni s l 
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~re ch~r~cterised by the presence of 2 chor us or r efr a in , 

~s wall 1s the us~ of ~estures qnd bodil y movement s of 

v1rio~s ~i~ds . In tb~~, tir~m~ , music 2nd poetry are 

inext~ic 'lbl:.r int.ert•vined. Structur2lly 1 t.hey a.re 

ch ::> ~2, cterised t,-, t h.2 rnechA.nisms of l i nking or chiasmus , 

:1 nd r epetition wh ich is a ccompanied by a r egul a r 

r hythmicql be2t, that ~iv2s them a cert ain amount of 

r e~ul· rity like th'-it of i£uropean ver se with its metrical 

f :::e t . 

DIKON"i,'.. : 

Fr om the historic~l exc er pts contained i n the ma jority 

of dikoma in this ess2y , it is clear that the pr ogenitors 

of the 3~sotho origin1lly cqme f r om somewher e in the Nort h , 

9lthough t he ~ctual rlace is not ~entioned . It is e qually 

clagr th1t they svant so~e time wanderi ng from pl a ce to 

r l ~ce , ?.nd t~~t th1y were rersecuted , as bor ~e out by the 

ko~n on Sek:o l oK~o tjhane , (the wander er ) . They crossed 

a rect se~ , (mqkwa- ~ifubedu) ; the ~re~t lakes, (matsha a 

~nholo), r3st wh~t is now Heidelber g , Tr ansvagl , which 

tl'H~Y c -:;.l led '!'eban~ ; crossed t he Vaal river which , in 

ter~s of its cresent Sotho name , Le~, seems t o have 

r2mindea t hem of these~ they h1d crossed . It is also 

evident th::>t they wer e f..,11iliar with what is c~l l ed iTThe 

FR 11 ·' in the scriptures , 1s borne out by the wor ds of the 

ch.gr-:,ct er with the si~nificant nai!le of ~(os i t o , who says 

he fell f?.ce downwar ds , Bnd then looked up into the f3ce 

of a virgin ~irl , who was tall ~nd upr i~h t . They knew 

ribout the 1 ir:::icle of :, virgin who conceived without meet ing 

~ m3n, and who g1ve birth t o a son in humble surroundings . 

':'hey knew th~t his birth w3s her .1lded by heavenly signs 

in t h~ ~arn o~ li~ttni~~, and that it WRS not welcomed 
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by ~11 , rsrticul~rly ttose in high places at the time . 

Tr.e~, knew ·, bout ?. sr ining st <3r tha t cut a cross the hea vens 

by ~ig~t jnd t~~t led the axpert di~ger of charms the 

swee s~~llinF ones , to the c9ve in wbich the chi l d Tl ~di 

t~d b~~n born . 1n th2 bnsis of the contents of the 

r clevqnt dikom~ in t~is essnv , there can be no doubt about 

~ny nf th~se roints . 

Con~squ~ntly , it is cl eq r thRt 1t a certa in stage 

in tt _ir oth~rwis3 obscure history , tha B2 s otho di d r e ce ive 

wr~t Th =o lo~i~ns would cJll rev 2lq~ion . But then somet hi ng 

unknown h,~o_n3d , w~ich cnused tr~~ to 1 ~~v~ t~air 

undisclos ~d origin1l hom~ . FrobRbly du J to the rer secut i ons 

tb~t follow2d t hey wer e comrelled to sin~ their songs in 

~e cr~cy , aw~y fro~ hom , in th~ v : ld . Henc 8 , p~r haps , 

th~ socr~t l1ngu~g3 in which th2y Ar e couched 1nd in wh ich 

only t~~ b~rs -ss _nti1ls ~r 1 ~iv~n . In cour s e of time , 

h~~ -v~r , t h~y s~20 t~ h~vc lost this r evel a tion , ~nd 

b ~cius~ of th_ir tr~dition3l w~y of hiding everyt hing 

co:rn _ct _d -;,1ith it' wh ·:t sver tr:1ces of it th~t still 

r 3:;11in""d, w r e cqr efully conc:"!lad or withheld f r om t he 

!'Ji ssion!:, ri o:::s , who h;::d t o r "' - introducc from scr3t ch , as 

it w-rc , c~~fl .t~ly un1wJrs of its fo r mer exist en ce . nnd 

th_ f ct th t th _y very :;:~ rly frowned upon Leboll o and 

2v~r yt~ing con~-ct~d with it , rrob~bly r obbed them of a 

brill i ~nt ~r~ortunity of un~1 rthing wh1t might h~ve been 

of tr :~~ndous h ~l~ to thsm. 

It ~qy b~ 3rgu~d th?t th2sa dikoma were infl uancad 

by Christinnity ~nd mission:ry t e~ chings . This , however , 

would b. mor£ of conjactur ~ 1nd sp~culqtion th~n f a ct 

~or how coLld Ctristi 1nity influ~nc c whit wa s in ~ccessibl e 
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to it 3nd its r e present ~tj ves , who ~3 rly frown ed on Lebollo 

~s be ing~ r elic of tha h0a thc~ism fro~ which they h3d 

come 11 t o s e.vo t h::: nobl2 S3V:'lge? " Such influ3nc e is dcnic:;d 

here b2c1use t her e is just no r oom for it . Th~ whol a 

~t mos~her e th~t pcrvndes thos8 dikom~ is Sotho from 

beginning tc 8nd . The s 2~~ is true of t he ir linguistic 

f orms which incorporate t h2 indigenous wa rd f or a virgin , 

which Chr isti~n tr8nsl2t ors b3dly needed but did not get . 

Th2ir simil~rity to c 2rt 1in J s pzcts of t ha Bible , is 

siCTply du2 to the f ?. ct th3t ~hey tell t he sa ~e b?.si c 

stor v from differ e nt backgr ounds, one Jawish , and the othar 

Sotho. rlnd in a s much gs the s e a r e two distinct cult ur ~l 

groups ► ther e c~n be no possibility of mutu3l influence 

or borrowing . The position her e is the s ~me a s th: t 

which obtains i n the C3 S e of simil~r storie s th~t a re f ound 

in differ ent p~rts of the world , e . g . the disobedient wife . 

Thesa diko~a tha n , a re h2ld t o b~ n3t ive and t r 3dition ~l ; 

and the rich, s ecret l a n~u~ga in which thay qr e couched , 

suppor ts th is contention to t he hilt . 

The va rious events r eferred t o in thes e dikomB , 

t oo k pla ce centuries ago . M0st of the ir siqnific8ncas 

and nllusions ar e buri Jd i n the ~ist of ti~e . ilho , f or 

inst1nce , :ir e thJ peo pl e who ws r e drowned in the red s e:1 

0rnd 3bout whom '~otjodimatshana, (the .:,nip:)) , sing s? ifuo , 

i n r eal ity , i s this Motjodi mntsh:"lna , 3nd t h~ v~rious 

ch3r actc rs whosa names ~nd in the suffix - 3na like 

Sekgo l okgotjh:ine a nd ~honqhol otsane ? //ho 1r e 0 t he littl E: 

meerka ts" ~bout whom they compl a in S Q bitterly, and who 

Rr e s a id t o h~v~ pl a ced t h2ms elve s in hi~h posit i ons? 

The s e a nd s i~ilRr questions c~nnot be 2nsw~r ed her e in 

tha t the answers t o them lie in t he womb of time . Despite 

' 
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t h is, t-:>wGv-Jr , th _ y sr ,=:: vit,1 1 qu.:: sti0ns th?. t c0nsti tu t e 

~ s 3r~1us cr. · ll~n~~ to mod2rn schol ~rshi p conc erning t hQ 

~i!cty r,qst of t he B<>sot!":o , .c. s well ::i s th2.t of the ot her 

B:rntu - s rc9k ing t ri bes of ,.fri c 1 . .F'0r this r eqson , no st0ne 

sr1uld b~ l eft unt urned i n ,n Ptt empt t~ f i nd the correct 

~nswers t o tb 2~. S0m2thing ~ust be ct~n~ t ; clos e t hi s 

y3wning ~~r , ~nd th~ pd □ ol a ti s e t ths b Jll r 0l l ing in t his 

dir3cti~n, 1r ~ tha nfric1ns th0mss lv: s , whn er 8 t he paopl e 

directly C;nc~r ned . 

DI THJ:<O : 

7 ,8 . 15 . Dithokn 1r a th~ hight~st wat0r rn~rk of Southern Sot ho 

tr1diti~n1l r"Jtry . rlnd in vi aw o f the f act that t hey 

w~re me~nt for th2 cqr , th0uuht is fundJmenta l t o t hem . 

Bnsic~ll y , .~ch thought is m~d~ up of 1 coupl ~t of two line s , 

t h~ first Jf which intr;duc es ~n id~~ 0r expe ct ~tiJn , 

wtich is C'1mpl:. .. t -:d in th :; S,;c--ind . Th,2n th -2 r e i s ·=:t pa use . 

Ins~~ c~s~s , h0wav : r, th _r ~ m1y ba sevar ~l l i nes t hat 

c ,nstitute : th'1ught; wher e it ends , th 3r e is~ distinctive 

r~usE in its 1nw~rd flJw , Such~ p~ us2 , c ~nstitutes ~ 

v:r sc - r st~nz~ , ind 1 s cri ~s ~f such st ,nza s , mq ke up 

-~ rr·, is - f'')C."! . Th·~ stanza s :1 r E: n0t 3r r an;;,; 1.?d in ~ cl c1r 

3nd 1~gic1l ma~n~ r . Th€y fJllow ~na 1noth~r indiffer ently . 

This h~ph~znrd 9rr~ng8Ment in t hou~ht s 2qu3nc a , r esults 

in ~~nt~l 5aps ind jumps within ')n3 and the sama pr a ise

~~s~ . Th~ v~ri JUS pr ais e- r) e~s 3re further chnr 9ct erised 

by ? r dcurr2nc~ , f stressed and unstr e ssed syllPbl a s in 

l r ~lativ ly r e3ul~r mqnn 2r . This c0nst itut es r hythm 

;vr icr, •~,.,Wever , is n~i t her ri c;id nor unif:,rm . It is 

th1u~ht- r tyth~ r \ther th~n v ~wcl - r hyme , 1nd it is 

~cc,~r- nisd by th,u~ht- ~rr1n~em~nt r 1ther th~n WJ r d 

grr~n;J~dnt , with~ n~r ~llelisM ,f id~a s , whos e p1e t i c 
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~cl -., dy is Jnsured -.,v rhvthm. This f~1ture , c ) upl ed with 

th J ill03ic~l ~rr ~n~3m;nt , f st~nz 1s ma:1.ti'ln~d nb~ve , 

~ll0ws th~ tr1diti- n,1 r~~t t1 r q~ble freely 1var hi s 

ch~s 2n f i ali in r : sp, nsc t hi s inspir~ti J ~ , with0ut h~ving 

t 1 c~nf~r~ t ~ qny or e- d't_r"'lin~d c~~tic s tructur e . Unlike 

~ ,1 3st0rn r -.,et , bis r ... ...: try d );~s n"t de re:1.d •)n rhyms and 

110tE::r; it dC::f.!!1ds n ·i b :1-~nc.:: '"'f th:iu7ht , c--. nv8yed by a 

b:il 0 !1c~ f sent2nc J , :1 cc .1"1p:rn i ad by r hythm. 

7.$,16. In ass3nc3 , dith~kn ~r e ~n nr :J l hist'lry of the peo pla 

fr '>'i the ir 1\-m t'"'l int 'lf vi.:;w . They 1 r e an ::i uthentic 

?ccount ~f tr ~ urs 1nd d1wns ~r the n ~ti~n Pnd its 

l e1der s in ~h2 f : r ~ 0f chi ~fs ~nd 0ut st1ndin~ w,rriors . 

Th~ir n1~es 1nd ~,nl y d~eds on bJh~lf , f th~ nqtion a r e 

psrr ~t u1lly anshrinad in t~~M . hnd the f1ct th~t they 

wer e r 9cited in rublic , in the pr asgnc d ~r 3 m3n 1 s comr~de 

i:1 ~r ~s , Jnsurad tb1t th 3ir ~uthenticity could be pr ~ved 

,nd v 3rifi 3ci. . nS s uch th0n , th3y ~r e r c:11 ambered histo ry 

t t~t k8ars th~ me~ory 0 f the ~,st ~live qnd nr e s erve s it 

in tr~ r r asent . 3ec~us e )f this , they ~ r~ v~luable 

s our ce- i~teri1l r~r the ult i~a t e writ in; J f 3 history 

~f he Bqs~thn fr~m t heir ~wn pnint 1f vi ew. 

GENERnL CONCLUSIONS : 

7.9 .17 . Tha v ~ri 1us genre s of S~uthern S0th0 traditional 

l i t e r ?ture sh0w e clos e c0nn ecti0n between the S1tho a nd 

the Nguni . This is no t surprising bec~us e these two 

lin~uistic ~r nups lived cheek by j 1wl f 0r a l ong time 

bef nr e t he Pdvent J f ~urooe~ ns ~nd t he amer ~enc e of B 

sin~l e unified S1th0 nation under t0shweshwe I . He was 

th~ s~n ~r M~k~q tjhlne , the sn n J f Peet e , the s0n of a 

Hlubi n1n , Mu1lle . Because of th is , the ruling house 
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f s weshwe in r res t nt - dRy B~ su olqnd, c)m only referred to 

as If Bara ba 0s weshw2 ·,, i . e . the s r:i ns f . _ shweshwe , ha s 

Nguni bl.ad in its veins . ns 1 r esul , :')ne 0f en hea r s the 

s ayin in BRsut0land : 

atebele ke maren3 . 

he debele re chief s) . 

ut there , r e s 0me dRs0th0 who d not like this , ~nd ho a r gue 

that accordin to S1t ho cust om , wadi i . e . a 

chi l d born of w,~an f or whom l 0bol ha s been 

t 0 the f amily hA paid i , irrespective of is f therhood . 

This i s true . It is equally true t s y , however , t R the 

bi ol ~ical f eet r is never c0m letely i .n0r ed in such cases . 

Pr0of of t .is, is t he f . ct that al though eete ' s real n~me 

wa s otshwAne , he ,b t a ined he former fro. .e hqb. of Soth0 

women w o , in i ita ·o of his Hlubi f ather , w ose knowl edge 

of Sot h wgs limited , used t 0 SAY , 11 Pete t ete . Pe e ! " i n 

layin wi h hi m JS b~by . Com qre t e varb s e - pet eketsr l 

Int e c s e of Eurorean lan _uage s , the fi r s layer of 

fo r ei n influence on S1uthern ot o is tha t f nfrikaa ns . 

ha n h's not sur risin~, as the f r ikaners were the f irst 

Er eans to inh i the interior f Southern nfrica fo r a 

l ong time ef0r e he English arrived . tt S r e s 1 of heir 

r oxi. i ty ,, he B!ls:')t 0 in l ar e numbers, r1.f r ikaans wo r ds a nci 

conce ts ave enetrated very dee ly into S0ut ern S ho . 

hey begin in the storie s where ey are by e s el ves ; 

the r iddl es ere hey a re still • red :')m inant , thou h with 

a n ccas ional orm from En !:>lis . n t i') the di hoko , wher e ' 
he a r e n'.J w found side by side ith ose of ngli s • Thes e 

var i us layers ~re clear and dis tinct , and corres ond very 

cl sely e v~ri us is or icAl sta~e s relA in he rriv 1 
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nnd extansive poin t s of c ~nt3ct between the Baso t ho , on 

the one hand , and t~e ~n~lish and nfrikRn er s , on t h e other . 

Cl ") Sel y 1lli2d to t.te 1bove, is the existence of an 

i nter es ting sy~~etry th~t is f nund ~mon~ tte various 

~enres of tr~di~ion3 l liter~ture . It is in the f or m of 

t he old ~enre with its r ecent 0 r modern count er part . Thus 

ther e ~re ol d And r e c en t stories; old ~nd r ecent riddles · 
) 

o l d and recent idioms , as well a s old and r ec ent rrov erbs . 

This is g cle~r indicRti~n 0f the gr adual cha nses t h~t have 

t aken place over tre yeA rs . On the whole , t hey fit into 

t he basic p~ttern ;f the old , and d0 not ups et it in any 

way , They merely enh.::1nc e i t by adopt in~ it t o t he present , 

wi thout destr0yin~ its basic str ucture . h S suc h then , they 

Ar e healthy 1nd welc ,me for ch~n~es wi ll occur . But they 

shoul d be evJ lution8 ry r Rther th1n r evolut iona ry . 

In the cAse Jf po2trv , where ther e a r e a lso recent 

f J r ms , the ch~nges ~r e undesir ab le i n tha t t hey are 

r ev ) lution8ry . The intr nduction , f 0r i ns tance , of f orei gn 

techniques 1 i Ke rhy'.Tle nnd meter , is oontrar y to t he basic 

str uctur e of tradi tio.1nl poetry . They a r e jarring and 

a rt ifici s l , ~swell as unbef itting t o t he genius of this 

lan~up~e . Th i s reaction is of ten ex pressed in t he wor ds , 

•
1Ke nt ho tsa Se k~nwa tseno , e s eng t sa Sesot ho" , i.e . 

those ~re Eurooeon thinqs , n0t SothJ . I endo r s e this 

r e~ction . These mech?.ni sms s erve no useful pur pose i n 

S0uthern Sotho poetr y . Becctuse of this, they should be 

left alone wher e they belong and wher e they s erve such 

n purrose . The c~rresronding f u~ction in Southern Sotho 

i s performed by the mechanisms outlined in ? .~. l S above . 

hnd in so fa r BS they do not knee- halt t he poet in any 
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way, they are self- suffi cient and need no external 

embel lish~ent s . 

7 . 9 . 19 . It was pointed out in 7 . 7 . 14 above that s omething 

~ust be d0ne t~ close the yawnin~ gap that exists a t 

present , rert . inin~.tn the past and ori~in of the Sotho . 

In the s ear ch for anee stors and a ncestral homes , the 

investiggtor will have t0 r e ckon with serious difficulties . 

There are no written recnrds in t his fi eld , in that the 

people could neither read n0r wr ite . The historia n wj l l 

therefore be cnmoelled t o set out without his usual tool s . 

Secondly , the investisator will have t o win the trust 

and confidenc e of elderly infor mants , who can be very 

difficult and extremely sus picious of unknown young f a ces 

t hRt keep asking awkwa r d questions . To avoid s uch 

questions that may make him part with sone of his secrets , 

a witch - doctor next door will ) on l earning what he is 

~ nted for, quickly disappear, and be aw3y fo r days on e nd 

r at her than part with them. 

But d i fficulties a r e t her e t o be. over come ; and it is 

here that African intel lectuals can play a vital r ole , 

nS people in the culture , they can penetr ate the various 

cracks and crevices of nfrican life in a way th?.t no 

outsider can ever do . Fr om these ina ccessible areas t o 

others let them coll ect all that they can find a nd 
' 

br ing it t o li~ht f or a proper assessment And eva luation . 

The litt l e tha t has bee n dJne , has been ma i nl y by 

outsiders . The time has come when t he Afr ican must do 

s 0met~ing f 0r himself, and t3ke his rightful l a ce in 

the search f or, and scientific a na lysis of things that 

concern him . With the stron~ r ays of inde~endence 
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beginning t0 seater the ~loo and inertia of the ast, 

t e .,frican omst take the initiative and a ssurne the 

necessary r esponsibil·ty for putting his hous e in orde r . 

mbr~u ~h the hel . of nfricRn ~inis ers of ed ca ion and 

religion , chiefs and sub - chiefs , headmen and tea chers, 

an e ec ive n~ti nal m3chin3 r y can be se u for the 

collect : n - and c0llatin~ of data . This is rticul erly 

s0 in Basutoland , where the chieftainshi is still very 

o ula r amon~ the ordinary reo~le the true r e ositori es 

of r aditi nal thin~s . Now is he tim __ to knuckl e down 

0 i , t o ~o fr om village t, vill9ge and recor d whatever 

s ti ll remain~ of this valuable t r act· ion 1 herita e . 

In the interi > nfrican trrtditional iteratur e must 

be iven r eal pr0miienc a in rlfrican schools and Univers ities . 

It is t _rou~h t e ens of hei r roduc s tha he true 

s i rit of ,frica must ultim tely find expr ession . In 

the stories h8t deal wi h the r elations bet ee n man and 

man , as ell as th se that we have cate~ rised as their 

extensi n , ne f inds those fun ·a ental literary qualities 

t hat c st itute the bone and marr0 1 of 31 that i s truly 

gre~t and lastin , in literature . These nre .e qualities 

of sim_lici y · utter selfis ness and a t otal dis regard 

fr he in erests of others · the vindictiveness of 

des ised 1 ve; retribution for upsettin the social or der ; 

wi lingness to sacrifice all n behalf of o her s , and 

the ul nte trium h f ood over evil . Herein ten 

l ie the seeds for he fu ure developmen of a dynamic 

and life- ivin indi'=>enous li era ure tha w uld touch 

he he rt - strin:::>s of en everywhere . 

In do t·n ny of thGse theme s f or his _ur poses, 

an rtfricAn wri er can ~11 w himself th~t liber v of 
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c0nc 9p i on 9nd ex res sion t a t is cha r a ct eristic of f olk

l or a s aw 0 1 2 . In ::i. work of ~r , refere ce is t a 

wJ r l d of iction and ima inr tion . ch3rac ter in an 

historic.ql ve l diff ers f r man histor· c~l figur e in 

rea l life, i n ha he i s '.'!1ade only of t ho , sen enc es t ha t 

describ e im or ut i nto his mout b ' ... e writer • l'he l, 

his 0ric · ty o f t he stor .r is ma int gined in its ess enti a ls , 

but th2r e is a:1 l e r rmm f or i a :, inat i a conc e tion . 

or this r easnn , ha s tudy f o r al li era t re must be an 

i m ortan c0ncern of every lite r a r y scho ~r w.o ants t 

unders ::i.nd e r ocess of li t er 8r evel men • Its 

fun de en al rroble s a r e sh red with ho s e of wr itten 

liter ure , in t h t th r~ is c . ntinui t be een oral a nd 

writ en lit e r ~ ur e . For ins t c c a , 0 r ej uv inate Southern 

So ho dr am8 , e elemen of the chorus f u d in s ome of 

t e ceremonial 3nd actio n s ons , could ve r well be 

expl oi ed by . oder n dr ama tis s, . s i vr ee. dn,ma . The 

same is r ue of the ec 3n i s o f s oliloqu tr-a t wa s noticed 

in hes lis ic n3 l s i s of some or hes or· e s . In p ssing , 

it ffiR e me. · oned t .. a s 0me of these de vic e s , incl udin 

a virt a l r e - ellin of s nme o the 0l d s cri e s in the 

f or~ of r a a , have been used by a f ew i ._rs in Southern 

So t ho . In h i s con ecti n , c~m a r e ITSO ~ IO YA , by 

Sekese; SE" KhTn' . by -~ f okens and BE by aoan . 

co 

7.10, 21 . F'na lly, it ~ust be r e.embered that . st is a sic 

in life , as in lit er a ture , is truth . n d th9 ~ ·nful 

r u in ,fric!:! s . ciety t l)d y , is t 3t thin s . fric ::rn 3r e 

=>ene r 1 y des ised a nd f r owned u on qs bc·:i '=' b3ckward 

ad r i itive . 

ena_i s be owe 

ih ile dee ly 0ns cious oft e nu er ous 

m· ss ion~r · es i n _e e r 1 o t , fric 9.n 
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I cann o helr f ee l i n~ th,1 t iliis unfort una e at itude stems 

fr om their ha st r frownin on trad i i o .s l ins itutions 

like Lebol l o , which tr-ey re ~a rded , s r eli s of h-3 · th enism . 

heir c nv er s fol l wed suit , Rn it is .a inly f r om t em 

t h the r esent ~frican inte lect a ls s r i n ~. It is fo r 

tis reason t h2t I feel com e l l ed sa Loo k to tte 

r oe w enc e you ::i r e hewn -----. Look t o ,. r aham your fathe r 

Rnd Sarah your mo her ' . i:,ve r_ r a ci 3l _r 0u has somet in_ 

con ribu e he comm0 n st ck , s omet .in~ o contr i but e 

t ote ;ood of u anit y as A wh le . I ust e genuine , 

nd no a oor i mi ~tion of t e ori~inel . fi t is nfricar, 

i us cJme from . ..,. fri can l oins and prese. ed a s such to 

the world , ~ithout an y internal or ex t ernal trimmings . 

s rtfr·cans , e ca n and must l ea rn fr om 0thers , but in s o 

doing , we mus not sa cr ifice wh~t is ors . Le s 

pr eserve our erit a e :1nd unite with i !1° li .= t nd 

lenr n6 f the oder n rld . rtn in or s ea rc fo r 

t he ast , l et us r eme~be r t a t hist ory is 

a rc of tie and r e cord o_ c ~nse b t 

ot only a 

hat i is al s o 

rec or ~ of s o et in ch~ngel e s s, nA el t e truth . 

T eref r e , ur investi ~ati n must be under ake n calml y 

n objec ively, with a trues irit of i nqu· r y an 

humili y s o ch r acteristic of one who d~e s no know but 

wants o · one who · s gr 0 in0 in the d· rk n s e?. rch of 

ligh , and re ared o f ollow ha t li h to wher ever it 

ma lead hi , f or : 

1 In hy li t , we sha ll s ee li _ t '' . 
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~nd fill=-' t: with it . " dow tr.is wornan keDt on scr:iping th ~ pot 

f-:,r -::-::'.1v d-:iys, rutti~~ the burnt crust int') '1 b3s until it was 

full . Tr ::n sr- _ t-old h2r husb·md , 11 Tod.::y tr.~ ba~ is ful l. 11 He 

s:1ia , " I 1r.1 £"')in.; now; I "Im goinr- to kill G wild ,n imal . " 

E2 took r lon- j0urney to ~o ~nd look f nr wild animnls . As 

he wen0 , h_ liv3d on the b8hoho until he c~me t') wher e they lived . 

~e found t~3~ lbsent , h<-ving €)n~ t') ~r aze 1f~r , ~nd havin~ l eft 

~n old 0n2 behind . He quickly killed th~t one , fl~yed it and 

took out its liver, ~~d th~n m~de hi~s elf ~~other bgg with its 

skin ~nd ju~rsd into it . 

The Jth2rs r •turn 2d to their 7,r ~ndmath2r . On 3rriv3l they 

s~id , 11 tlhere ~'"' es hum,rn flesh smell? 11 They w:~n t round ·=md r ound , 

::.3nd s-i id , H :here d0 es senthu , - hum:1n flesh smell? 11 The ol d one 

s~id , 11:\o my cr. ildren , th.;:r e is no hunr1n flesh here . 11 But they 

s1id , ·, !h2r s does ssnthu smell? " thw they kept quie t :1nd slept . 

The nsxt ct~y, th2y went t') lo~k f)r fJod ~ BGc~use they wer e 

suspici'Jus , tr.~y s..,id, 11 }r·.nny let us 30 ?nd hunt for f :>od . 11 

clow th3y liv3d on little stnnes . This min kert on bendin~ 8nd 

rickin~ ur little stanss , but ~, t ing th~ bohoho in his bag . Now 

th 3y w~re s1tisfie~ th1t h9 w?s their gr Rndmother . They slert 

-i-:;q in . T'.o:c n_xt d'1y they s~:id , ''Let us n;o .:md jurir .1 bi g donga ." 

They ::.11 jumped it 1nd sqid , "Jum!'l t'Jo , '.}r:nny . '' Ee ju'.'lped . Now 

th~y st0~red b~in~ susricious . They went off on another l ong 

journey ~nd left him 1lone . 

'!'his rn::in t')Ok out the 2nim1l liver wher3 h e had hidden 

it . E3 cq~c out ~f the skin 
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a. i h dinahA. Yab~ o nk~ le jwe 1~. or al l ana , le bor~le san~ , 

- l e b lokn ka mokotlanen w3 h~e l e sona -s ebet e s a nyamatsane , 

Tsa nyol oha dinyam ts . ne , di ho o s s ho nk _onwa tsona hae . 

Jw~l e e itse ~ di f ihl1 , S A fum.n a hob~ne nkgonwa tson3 o 

s e l e , hob a k 8 l ekoko f ee l 8 . Tsa ea boha le , tsa r e ho tse 

din. : e a bo ?. , r e ne r e ol e r a r e : s enthu s e nk a kae? 

J a l e tsa utlwa ohl 1 W3 hae , t_sa .. o sala morao . Eitse 

ha a sea l e hole , a retel~ a , a bona lerole le les~sane le 

hlabile hodim~, a re : J o l ke dinys. a s3ne , di tl 3 mpolaya 

ka j 8no . Tsa tla , s a nn a sa lq k~ lebelo l e leholo , tsa ba 

tsa ~ona ~ di l e haufi l e yena . Yabq on s a 1 jwe lena la 

or 11, na moo laneng , a l eak ela fatshe , a a di b nela 

h3ufi. ab?. l e f e toha ha a e bJr e e s an- · ya a o hlwa hod ima 

yona . Tsa r t q ho hlwa, e ~ s a si a , tsa hella . Tsa l eka 

letsa si aof ela . sa si wa o lw?. ts~ a ts 3 k athal , tsa 

r bala en'::> . 

Ji3lc onna eJ b si .a di rob e s e , ~ tso ct , a ts~ aya 

h1ho l o seb ~ka s e s e elele . Tsa tsoha , s 4 fu ana hobane o 

13 a W3 he , s ~ o f fonala ka linko , 

s ~ o l ~t ell?. , din s e di 3 a k1 l e e l o l e lehol o . Tsa ba 

tsa fihl h ufi l e ena ha a · nna a · t adim3 . Eitse ha a 

di b nel:::i h?.ufi , 

tshe , la f e 0 hr.1 

ts~ rt ho hlw 

n s B l e j e ka ~oko l qnen a le akgela 

ab3 n3 , ~ hlw hod i ~ yon . Y ba di a fihl , 

o i o , ts a si WR jwalJ 3 ele . s a l e ka 

le sa si l ohl8 , S?. bD s rob . la t eng e l f' bobedi . 

r1. b') el R q t w 1 . cl e hn e- hq e , 

r -:>betse dinya. ,q ts?. c:: . y r h~ 3 se 

or o . sa nq 
~ 

y .... ts 0 Sal ~ 

fihl el q . Y? r e '! - . i nel ::i ufi 

9 m ko 11 enc; ; ~ el 1 f 1 s e · 

nna 

::i le 

. or 30 , 

l e ye n 

1 . f e 

sam.sya , di sa 

o l e , ts3 o sa l a 

s q bA tsa o 

n sh~ l e jwe l ena 

-; thab:=rn3 , 
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-:>:nd r "n s.wqy , !ie t riok "', S'11'111 "'nd smo0th irrm - st0n2 , 1nd k e pt it 

i n his bF; t0-::tr~r wtth th 2 liv2r . Th,J <:mi!l'l':¼l s r e turn~d , 

l 0nging :Jr tt~ir gr1ndm0ther 1t h0me . They :)und thnt their 

_gr nny w·i = ci ..::1d "'Ind only t r.e hid.:.: r ams ina d . They bec1me ~ngry 

=-1nd s-::id t8 th. '">thdrs, 1Y')u S:;;; , we s .:1 i d wh8re does s enthu 

s:ne l 1? '' 

~Jw th 3y t,0k his SP')Or qnd followed him . 1h~n he was 

v ~ry f1r , ha look~d r 0und gnd s ~w t h e ir dus t risins in the 

dist1nce "1r.d h~ s1id , n-10:: unt() me , it is the wild =mim1ls; 

they wi 11° k i ll '7e t 0d 1y • 11 They c gm2 , t g r e~ t sp2ed until they 

SRW hiM n~~rby . Th=n h~ t 00k out th2 iron- stn n e fr~~ his b1g 

-:nd threw it down . I t turn ad its~lf into q sm0oth little 

;1ount1in ·ind h'; S"t 0n t'1r o f it . Th•2y tri ed t , climb it but 

slirpad d0w~ ·no C')uld n0t dJ s ~ . They tri ed the whole d3y 

but f ~i l cd , 1nd bee-:~- ti r ~d . Then the y s lert th 8r e . 

r.t ni~ht wria n th:::y wer ~ 1sl 2e r , he wci k c up :md travelled 

l ong dist~!'lca . 0n ~:king ur , th oy f nund him ;0ne . . Tha y 

t 0Jk hi s sr00r ~nd fo llowed him ~t g r e~t sceed . They s oon 

n.:::,. r cd him . ·,},_n h-= s3w th ::n n e~i r, he t oo k o ut the sti:rne fro m 

th e b1~ , t !'lr _•..; it d'Jwn , ~nd it tur!1 ~C. into a little cnount~ in 

~nd h; s ~t 1n t;r 1f it . They c ~~e 1nd t ri ed t o climb it a s 

b e f 0 r e but r~iled . They tri ed t he whole d~y , ~nd sl e pt th e r e 

He \•Jt:nt ")n :!g3in L,1vin~ th~m n sleep . ,Jhc:1 h e wa s r a·r 

1 ·111y , th~y w~,ke ur , tf1()k h is s po'J r .:ind f 0 llowed him , until 

t h ::y c~uo-h t u ,.. wi -.:h him . ·.-.rh :m he s1w th em ne::ir, he t'.) '.)k the 

s~'Jn; , threw it down ~nd it b a c1me ~ ~ount1in . 
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m3holo , hore ~ irh~ s eb~k1 S J h~ y~ h3e . Eitse h~ a l e hole , 

tsa tsohG , ts ~ fofon01~ h3re k! dink~ , ts~ S3ln mohl3ll w1 h3e 

morao . Ts3 tsamJ yA. n bo~l1 ~ r eteleha , i bon3 lerola l e 

hlab ile hodimo , ~ r e : n nn2 elw3! Ke j al e kgomo y1 molat elle . 

rlts~ela pele l ?eton~ l q h~a , hq a se 3 tsotile . TsA nna 

ts1 tlF. , ts3 b~ ts~ fihl ~. ~its~ ha 1 di bonela haufi, A 

ntsh~ lejwc mokotl ~nang , a l e 1kgelJ fatsh ~, 13 f at oha thabana , 

a hlw: hodim~ yona . rs~ fihl~ di hJlefile haholo , tsa rota 

th~b~n3 k1 mitl~ , tsq e rot3 l ets qtsi lohle , di r ~t a ho 

f;'lffiOl ~ya . ~mr~ tsJ sitw8 . 

Jwale di tsamqile k~ ditshiu tse ng3ta ; ts~ r obalR di 

kgRthetse h1hol o , hcb~ne di tsRma ile h3lelele . Jw1l2 monna 

eo , bosiu, s thob~ , ~ theohq th~beng hoja di r obet se , R ba 

1 y ~ fihl ~ h~ h~Q~ . Jwql e ha di tsoh~, ts3 fuman3 ~sea 

fihlil a motseng w1 h~bo . ~itse h1 di etl? , ts1 tshab~ dint ja , 

tsa kgutlA . Jw3l e monna ao?. re : Itjhuu- u ! ~e k~athetse 

h~kak~ng! A r e ho mos3di w~ h~e : rl ko mphe metsi ke nwe . 

Yaba wa nwq . Jw5l e 3 iq~tha kgor~r o ya mokgath?.13 . Yaba o r e 

ho mosadi : Y~ nka disu tsa ho besq mollo . Y1bJ mo sadi o nka 

disu ,a besa mollo o mohol ~. Jw~l e a makga mollo wa disu . 

Jw~l e monna A tl1moll a mokotl3na , a ntsha s ebet e sa nygmatsane , 

~ r e : Ke sena set ?te sq nyam3tsane ; o itse d tlR dumel ~ hobane 

ke a o r ~t, ha k_ tswe bol3ya ny1mats~n~ . Jwale 3 r e ho yena : 

0 ntshe ban?. ba k~ k1ofel1 , b~ ye ki ntle . Y3ba o a s e besa , 

sebete s ena , 1 s bea l en~etqnen~ . Jw; le 3 r e : 0 se je , 
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H .. s ~t ~n t □ r 0f it . They tri ?d t 0 cl i mb it but fa iled . They 

went rJun~ it t r vinJ to find~ w~y UP but f J iled . They sl ept 

.. t mid- nirrht when they W'?r e :isleer f'.) r th e, th1·rct t · - 1me , 

h::, c'n~ dovm r.md tr~v"'rsea wide plRins in r:;r-";1t h:i ste , in an 

:> tt ~rir.t t0 r e ch h--,m,:; • . Jhen he w~ s f -=! r -:-i.w;:q , they wJ ke ur , 

smelt his srJor with th ~ir n0s2s , 1nd follow2a him . He onc e 

mor2 tur n2d r0und 2nd s 1w the ir dust ~oin~ up on the ho rizon . 

H,. s~1· ct yt·.,ro, unto ffi.--- .1 
I:, ,. , - -

I h?ve brou~ht 2ndless t r oub l e upon 

nys8lf ! ;, ,.:'h~y k 2;rt rm c..,mir1g until th~y ::i r r ived . He t ook out 

his stone fM'TI th~ b30- , th r ew i t down , -md it becqme ~ 

~ountAin . H_ s - t on tor of it . Thev ~rr iv?d v2ry nn~r y , 

circl .Jd th. m,,unt1in with cl..:-t er r"! i n~tion f".)r th 2 whole day , 

w~nting t0 kill hin . but tt3y f~iled . 

tec:us c th~y h~d b~3n travelling such l on~ dist1nc e s f or 

s0 m~ny dqys, t~ay slart be in~ v~ry ti r ~d . Now th~ ma n 

sne3~~d off ~t ni~ht whil ~ th ey sle pt 3nd ul t im1t ely r e3che d 

his h-:-im;;: . .it an t hey woke up , tht:y f0u nd him hqving r e.qc hed 

tis vill1~~ - nS they 1rcr '.)1ched it , they bqc1me ~fr ~id of 

doq s 1nd r eturn-d . !~'1w th ~t !11:rn S'.1 i d , " How t ired I am !" Then 

hes-id t ,, Lis wifs " Fl ~1s2 ,..,.ive ma w:1t2r to dr ink. 11 He drRnk . 

Now h S ". i d t') his wife , 11 1J.o 1nd t3 ka dr y dung , disu, with which 

t ') c/"'):i~ 1nd li~ht '1 fi r e . ;, She did so , ~mrl made a bi g fir e . 

"lnin1l ·.nd s~id , 11 HJre· is the l iv er of the ny,2,m:3 t s.qne . You 

s~ id y-Ju w"'>ulc. bel iev ~ th •, t I l ov 2 you i f I could kill 3· 

.!l,Y '11.1fs qn2 . " Ee 1ls') s1id , 11 T:3 ke qll my childr an ')Utside . 11 

T~cn she r or st cd t hi s liv~r on g r i eca of br ')k~n rot . Pe s 3id, 

" -. ,I.. _, 1., it -nd fi.. ish it . 
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o s e ke WA b~ wq fa mot ho l eh9 a l emon~; l e ngwan3 ka 3 l e 

mon~ , o s e ke w1 ba wa m0 fi ; o j~ o inotsh i . YabR mosadi o 

a j 3 , o g s e qet a . 

H~?. SG oeta , 3 nyorw~; q nw3 metsi nkgong ya hae , a e 

qetR. n y1 ho mosadi e mon~ , q r e : ~~wa ne so , a ko mphe 

mets i. ., mo kgella ka moho ra W3 s~rhoko . ;.. nwa , a qet a , a 

r e : Ngwanes0 , nkgell e h1 re . ;:'Js~cii -anwa : no ! 0 qet a metsi a 

bRn ~ ba k8 . n f etal , k3 l 1r2n~ 1~ ~OSAdi e mong , q r e : n ko 

mrhe metsi , ngw~neso , ke nwe , ka nyorilwa . Eya mane nkgong , 

o nwe . h nk~, 1 a r e rii k1ofela . Ynb~ o a tswa . n y3 ka 

s eotlwaneng s e sen~ ha~e , q r e : ~ ko mphe metsi , ngwan3s O, 

ke nwe , ke nyorilwe . 3~ r e : Yq b~n1 metsi mn ne nkgon~, o nwe . 

;... nkr nkgo , a ?. r e rii h9fe- . ?·os ad i q y.9 nkc.;ong , :=i fum,qna 

metsi a l e si1o kqof 8l a . "le opa ~ l e r G j3a , q r e : 

Mm~nnyeo , o nwele ~~tsi a k1 kaofel3 l 

n tsamay~ h~ra, 1 kenq l 1r9n~ le l en~ , a r e : ~phe me tsi , 

ke nyorilwe . Bg r e : ~o k~el len~ . ~3 mo kg~ll~ kR mohope , 

R qeta , a re : Xk~el leng metsi hJra , ke nyorilwe . B3 mo kgella , 

~ b~ q kona l q bor~r o . o3 ts~t~ beng b1 leldp3 , ba re : rto , 

-o oet1 metsi 9 r ona ! Ba mo nca k3 nk~o , 1 a nka hape~ , a a r e 

rii , ~ a qa~a . _ ~ ts3maya ; Ann~ 1 y J l e motse , o le moholo , 

,q . oe l .'1 metsi ha pe k~ SE;otlwaneng s e ~en~ . Ba r e : ~!etsi ke 

~ne nkgong , nwa , n nn1 a a?. qet a . Jwale ha a qeta motse 

ka0fela , a y 2 s ediben~ , n fihl a a in3mel3 , a m0nya sediba , 3 

se qeta . rt nyoloha , ~ ya ho se seng ha pe; o ile 3 sere ri i 

le son~ , a s e qetn . h b~ a qeta didib9 tsa motse kaofel a . 

A y J n~kan~ng _ pel ~ motse ; ~ fihla 2 inama moo noka na 

e ken~n~ t eng ho e ~~~we . "nw~ , a e qet~ kaofel~ . A 

tsgm3ya , 1 y~ n~~=n· e kgolo ; a fihla ~ kgumgma ka m3ngol e , 
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You '.nust :)'"'t it "l :me . " Sh~ ~t8 it ~nd fin ished it . 

nft2r finisrin: it , sh ~ bcc~m3 thirsty . She dr3nk the 

water ~n ~~r W"ter r0t 1nd finish 2d it . Th3n she went to 

·:n::>tr:.sr :vJm-n :-nd SE:id , '' Frienci , rLns~ give r:ie: w:> t e r , 11 She gav e 

he r wi th~ drinking c1 l 1b1sh . She dr 3nk qnd fini s he~ it and 

tren s~1i'i , '' Fri:md , ;iv:; rne ·j:;-:in . '' This wo::11n s :.1 id 11My ! you 

-. r ::: :inisl",in-; -ny cl:ildren ' s w::ite: r . " She psssed on t o ,mothe r 

hut -:na s·id , 11 Fl -;" se sive me w-i t e r , I .:,m thirsty . " Thay s a id , 

"Th2r: is the w-:tcr rot . Go ~nd drink . " bh2 t ook it ,~nd emptied 

it . Sh :-;, w0nt '.)Ut , :i nd went t::> ~n'.1the r hut :.nd S':id , 11 Pl~~ s e 

>si V e "1~ w- t ;:. r 
I 

I 'rn th irstv . ' They S-iid , "Look f or it in th e 

w,t2r 'r"')t 1nd d r i nk . 11 Sb . t'"l'Jk it ~nd ~!Tl:rti ad it . The owne r we nt 

t -- tr ~ r 0t na found it e"'l i:ty . She excl ~i mcd , " You wom:.m , you 

She: r-Jss_c 'Jn "nu ~ntered ..,n0th=r hut . Slie s=1id , •1Fl e :lSe 

si ve r:10 ··1: '(, r , I ..,,, thirsty . " Thay S?..id , 11Gi ve "her . " Th~y g,~ ve 

h•?r - nd s1: c finished 'it , She S~1id, "Give me ·w~tar, l 1"n thirsty · " 

Th~y g~ve her , 1nd sh3 J V~n 1s k~d for the third time . Tha owne rs 

of th :; hut e:xcl. i:n,d -md s1id , " My ! Y-.u .;, r ~ fin ishin •r our w3ter~ 11 

Th 0 y :~ve hr ~h3 w~ter rot 1nd she finished i t . She went on 

fn"1 r:ut to rut in tr.a vill-1::;e which ,...--rn bi ~ , ~sking for wnter . 

vill•~~ , she w~nt t th ~ wall "nd amrti ad it . She we nt to 

:~~th~r ~ne ~nd e~~tied it t')O , She did lik ewi se with 

:11 tha 1th ..:. rs . 

Th h nt t n • r i vul _t na~r t ha vill qae and d r 3nk where n S c W>:: u • "=> 

it join2d 1 n 1 thar ~n- , She em~tied it . She went t') the big 

r i v ~r , knelt down 
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'3 e nwR, ::: e qet:1 . n b 1 a nwa l e ser ets e . n insmoloha , a r e : 

Ha ke eso kgolwe . rt f et el a ho e nngwc h1pe , '3 e nw~, a e r e rii , ~ 

e oetA mos :i di enwa . Jw~le a y !:::. l2tshen~ l e l ehol o l ::i diphoof')lo , 

A fihl c1 ten~, 3 in:1n: , 1 nw3 , Jw? l 2 h3 3 s e ::i qetile letsha 

l cna l a di phoofolo , ~ sitwi ho tlohR, hobane mpa ya hae e nee 

l e kgolo h3h0l o , e ne e· f et 3 l e hloho yg h~e , ~ ne e feta l e 

Jw~l e diphoof0lo ts9 tla di nyorilwe , di rata ho nwa . Tsa 

fumana hob~ne metsi hJ a yo l etsheng l a tsonJ . Jwc1le tsa bona 

ntho ya t onAnnh~di ?. dutseng t sng l etsheng la t sona . Jwal e yaba 

motau mohol o o re : N~ ke mang , ka mang ya dutseng s edibeng sa 

r ar e moholo? M0t au moholo a boel3 a eketsa a r e : Na kefnang , ke 

mang ya dutseng sedibeng s ~ r a r e noho l o? Jw3le tsa atamela , tsa 

fumana Mokgadi w.1 fol 3t 1 . Jwalc he tsa mmotsa tsa r e : Na o 

dul etseng sediben~ s n r a r e rnohcl 0? h baa a raba , a r ~: Ke r e ka 

r e ke q tloh1 , dib~ se ntshwere ! 

Jw~l e ha thwe ho diphoofolo : N~ ke m1ng ya tln phunya? Ha 

thwe : Hlolo , phunya . "re : Monghadi, ke a tshaba . H3 thwe : 

Mmutlanyann , rhunya . n r e : Mor enq , nka etsnng ntho e l e kale? 

Ha thwe : Latsa rhunyn. "re : ~ae , ke a sitwa . Tsa itatola . . 

jw.::i l o k:wf el.:i . di phoJfolo . Jw3l e kP!nor ao h:::i phunya mmutl3nyana . 

Jw~le ~ emn , a phuny~ ka l enal ~, h~ tswa metsi ~ ~an~a ta ; 

letsha l a tla l a , le dinoka , l a dinokana , l e didibn . 

Jw~le mot ~u mohol0 a bea molao hor e base ke ba enwa , metsi 

q be a hlweke . Yaba diphoofo l o di a kgutla di ya mesimeng 

ya tsona . Ha thwe ho tl3 nowa hosasane, ha metsi a hlwekile . 

Jw~le mmutlany~nq ab na hor e be nghadi b~ r obetse ; yaba o a 

tsohq bosiu, o y3 nwa l etsheng 1 3 motau moholo . Jwala mmutlanyana 

a tla l e seretse ~ n2~n hlolo ma ngol eng , 1 ~ molomong , l e 

ph8tleng, le nkong, 1 ~ k1 mahetleng , hor e ho. bonwe hobane ke 

yena ya nweleng ~etsi bosiu . 
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-.nd kne c:,wn o r ink . ,,,f e r 811 in his la 2 , s h= coul d not 

:no · "'= e ·.us_; : r s i1 rn·~ ch w1 s s0 bi ~· i w:=i s ev en big_ er t h3n her 

t J 1 1 .: ·:ni ~ls -• rriv ed h irs y .,nd w=m i o dr i nk . 

hey s a w a 

b i n .-.. si e 1 i n said , '" Tho . is 

h 3y ~n n2· r e r 9 d fun 

'. hy a r e yo u 

Si ..,, t '"' Ur ,r ~ndf ·i her ' s l i ka?" Sh e ns ·1- r ed , ha v e b n 

r T • I ,.... ~ ::, 
:::,- ::.w 

h3 ~ni 

c s ia 11 ~·...,r -: n . 

1S rin ..., ..., , 

u h~ 0 1 is ·holct · ., .e . w -:is 

'115 ho l•/i 11 cut=h ~r 8n? 1 I 9 S sa i d , 

~r o ~n ! " , a s 3 i , 11 Y u r . · j 8 s y , I q m 

ierc a- her o .an . 1 

c -1 ri I d'.J 0 s uch 1 hu ~e t h in ?r I w'-:l s 

1 -2n . 1 e s i . ~ 'Oh . I ::i-r: u. R l e to . 1 

us rl he:ms e lvc s . 1 ti J el Y·, 1 

. :; i r t~ ':: r ' i is c 1v s . ~q e r ?. P u nd 

.1.. • 1 1 ci 1,-- ~ l . e r i " r r i vu l ,.=; s 1 n · s ri n s . 

e 

un .:.1 · 

ni ...,h 

n)s ~ ;:, nd 

n r hey ~s n~t drink he ~ er 

e .:. r 0l e s . l 

1y 1f er r ~ ::r . '1 l e . r ed . 

h-Y w~r e ~11 sl ee r , event o 

h-.; 1 · '1n ' s l 1ke . e r e r ne c rryin~ 

_n r..e nees , 

il so h..,, i s ~uld be s een 

u , f r e-

.e .:1 



Jwale hos1s~ne mot qu_r.oholo q tloh, , 3 yq r al ~ l etsheng 

l r. diphoof olo . Jw1le 3 hlahl0b , , ~ fumA n~ hob3 n3 e mon~ o 

t eng y~ dukil en~ ~ets i . Jw1l 2 ~ot1u ~oholo 1 botsa , a r e : Na 

k~ mang , ke m~ng y 3 nweleng metsi n1 ? ~~utl~nya na 3 phakisa 

~ '!'JO ar ?h3 k'4rel e , k~ m~sene , ~i t h1l::: ts :1 , e:i be :~ se ri sup:1 

hlol o k,~ ele , q r e : ~o t ~dimeng , ka yena yR nwalen~ m2tsi a 

~or ena . Jwal 2 ~ r e : 5on~n~ seretse man~ol e n~ 1 3 molomon~ wa 

hlolo • . Hlol o a mp3 1 it~tola a swabile , R r e : Hase nn3 y1 

nwel en~ metsi ! Jwqla motau mohol o a r e : Mo tshwar eng l e mo 

sh.'-1re . 

Jwele hob nne Hl ol0 1 tshwPrwe , h9sasnne mmutlanya n3 ~ 

ithoris ~, q r e : Ka nw~- nwa matsi , k3 nwq- nwa metsi , ka r e ka 

hlolo t E mon; 3 mo f r 3ba , 1 r 8 : Utlwa ! ~mutl Jny3n~ o r en~ na? 

Mmutl~ny!:\n3 kc1 m 1s en.e , k::if el !! : Ke re o nnee mel amu y '.1 k.:i . 

rt b1el ; ~ eket s~ h;re , ~~ b1 l ~betse , ~ r ~: Ka nwa - nw3 metsi , 

~a nwa~nw3 metsi, k- r ~ ~9 hlolo ! Jwat e ~h~of ol o e nngwe . 

ya r e ho mot .:>.u moholo : -~-=. u ut lwa se b'JL)lw;mg ke mmutl~nynna 

nµ, ? Jw~l e mot~u moholo. ~ r e : ~, ka nt?e k2 utlw? . Jwsle bn 

bots9 mmut l anyAn1 , b~ re : 0 nt~1 r eng na ? Ycn1 a r e : Kenna 

ke nweleng metsi , k1 r e ke hlol o . Jw3le y~ba 11I!lutl a nyana 

o nha kisq ~ bq l ~hu k~ l ebelo . Y3bq di rhoofol o di o mo phall i sa . 

Jw1l e mnutlqnyRna ~ bona l e petsonya n1 , 1 ken ~ t eng k j r al e , 

~ r e tjobe k1 l epetson~ , ~ hl~his3 tsebe . B~ t sw4tswile ba 

t os3 tsebe , !Mlutlany1na ~ itshwa r ~ll~ k3 l 2petsong . Bg mo 

hl~bq ka mgm,o tseb3n~ , b~ ba ba mo t el ~ ba kgut~cl 3 ha e . 

Jwql 8 mmutl qnyRn~ q tswa 1 ; fumana hlolo , R r e : M)nna , 

k~jeno 1 : nnq ke s~ .~ilwe jw1l i ka wena . Jwql ~ hlol o a r e : 

Mnnn~ o nkentse h1xre , hoban~ o nwel e mets i w3 r e ka nn9. 

Jw~l e mmutlany1n3 · ~h1kis3 1 r e : Tlo , m0tswallc , r e tsam3ye , 

ke o rute t s, bor.l 1 lJ . 
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Th3 next mornin , th e lion w~s e fir t to o t o th e 

l"lk e . He ins ec ed nd found th !:l. t so. 2body h 0 d di r tied t he w:1 t r . 

He a sked , 1 ~ hJ drank t ~ w.ter?' butl1ny~na quickly a nswe r ed 

in a cl e ver .nne r . Loo k in .., r ')und , e no int e Hlo l o :. nd 

Sd id , · Look c1 him , he is th3 ne who r:rnk he c i e ' s w;:i t e r . 

Loo k 2t he ·nud on his o uth ·ind kn-e e s . 11 Hlolo dnn · ct h . ~ i~ s 1me -

f:c1cedly ,. n · s 1id, ' ' t is n • I who dr:mk he w1 t e r . " The 

li on s ai , 1 C c im .~ nd be:1t him u_ • 11 

The next ornin Imutl:_:rnyan:=i r r :-iised hi S;!lf a nd sgid , 

he wqt e r , dr ?nk th ~ ~~ t er , ~nd sa id it wi s Hlolo ." "I d r an 

So ebody s a id , •'Listen ! i:hPt do you s :: y , -~-. µtl nny !) na ?•1 ~1mutLi.ny ·! -

na quic . l s n id , ''I s 3y you should gi v e me rn s ick s . 11 ft er 

hile he s~i ?.~~in , 1 I drRnk the w3ter 1 dr~nk the wa t e r, nd 

s id i w s 'lolo . " raw .::mo t ~r :rn i mg,l s1id '.) he lion , 1 0 

you hea r wha t mutl nny::i.nn s ay s?" h_ lion s3i , •Yes . " They 

· ~ta r e you s ayin _? 1 - sai 

he wa er 1 wa s olo . 1 he 

o he rs ch ~sed him . 

Mm u l 1ny1 na s a v. a 1 i ttl e cr3 ck 1nd qu ick_l 

with 0 a 9J r sti ckin ., ou -. They ulled him y 

1ent int ; t 
..L ' 

h 3 e::1 r but h e 

e on o th e cr ::1 ck . ~ ey ricked hi s ea r i h needl s 3nd 

ul im '! tal g'=! e i:n u 3nd r eturn .Jd home . Them e c~. 2 out 

nd f0 und ·1010 .::ind said t o him, 

uni shed 1 ike you . ' Hl olo s.,:i.id , 

ou d r 9 k he 1 e r a n said it 

1M3n , t od1 I .ave 1lso b een 

1Yoq tr :>. ed me bq 1 in th 3t 

a s me . 11 .fmutl:, 3n quicklv 

s i ' Co e l a us .,o fri -=> nd, ::rnd .l ~ me e.q ch yo . bout 

Wis om . 
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JwRl e bg sa,qy3 l e hlol o · b~ fi 1~ .oo ~oko i o l en~ 

e nc- . 3s2ne . J ;le hlolo a 

r a : 0 i e se r el': , J -1".le u lJ yan3 0 a e~~a oqhinyets3ne , 

- o shw: r a . uw~ l 2 1 r e : ~0 n , , g r s b~s 3 mollo h~hol0 , 

J ql e ba bes ~ s ~ko i hahol , Jwql. ~ 1 ~ y- n3 q r e ho lolo ~ 

. . u l ::. ny qn-1 h- q-:. 1 h o o o fu hum1l , 

"lo qh in ets ·1 ne , Jw •. l e wa oh1v11 · j-11~ e -~ r _ : Hlolo , utlw~ , ke 

s e t ~ qho a ; monna , n shola ~: ~ e . J~1l1 hlolo 3 o tshol a . 

Jw~l e . u l any~n~ ~ keny~ 1 1 •~ e 1 lo 1 r e : i .mutl ny na , 

s ale , ke n j 1 t Y1 1 :.1u l , n - ,., o <1 n s 

9 • k9- hlolo , Jw~l e 

1 ~ ela ; r e boelJ r e b;;se q o 0 , r e kn~ 1 

u 1 3. nya na 

·10 o 0 i se k1 r e : V u l a n ~na , ke 

r e : 

nutl a nya na 1 _.:lnq ts o l q , , tjha , a baa shwa , 

1 S ·~ n 1 , oba oll i e , a 

lolo . Y1 1 o 1 a kuka 

h0 2 s ::i di . h ·, l q kq oon'? , W" 1-e P. r e -: 

Fii , ii .1 1 

.. es- ke S J bu 

r1b3 nk :: jwRnz D r e : 0 

ii , ii , 

l\ es a as:.. 

ho y t0 nf1 : - ' 

e _sha.3 _1 n1 , 

SWe 1 k3 b s .a . 

r e '"'.: n1·, utl 1ny · ,., ? Yabn rnmutl3nya -

we , k 'Tlmes ~ ~ bu sw . 

olw1 e o q m h l o . Yaba ore 

e O l a OS 

olo -1 r _: ,.. 

oo o k q bolay~n~ nam 

ab o re : 



l XII 

They L .. ft wit h Hl:il0 :nd found '= hole . Then Mmutl:rnya n3 

s 1 i d , '1.w:.t us r 01 s t ,n] ~nothcff , '' Plo l o s 1 i d , " Y0u "lust r 0 ast 

y cmr s,..:lf f i r st . '' i mutl·.ny~n 1 rluc•,: :;~l s om:; rrto oh inyet s:ne , a 

t yr~ 0f r l ·!1 , -- n rl h .~1ct i t . 'fl-:3n h ~ 5;, i d , '' L et us i n c r a ::i s e the 

f i r e . " Th~y m·'d 1 b i ~ f ire i n t h.:: hol e . 1•~rnutLs ny-m, S3id t o 

l-11 -:, l o , 11 Jut "~2 in . 1 El0ln rut hi'"ll in . NJw wh=n he f ,;;l t t h e 

h e·~ t of t he fi r <' , he t hr8w t L~ r l :mt i nt o it . I t exrl od ed 

~nd h~ s~ i d , "L i sten Hl olo , I 1~ 1l r e~dy e x r l)ding . Take me out 

quickly . " hlol J t ~ ok him ;)ut, . Then he nut n l o l o i n . Hl o l o 

Si"l id , ••~·-1rnutl: n vi n1 I bur 11 ; t 1kf~ -n~1 out . " he t oo k h i :n out . Hl ol o 

s1 i d , '' Just l o0k , my skin i s wrink l ed :ilreedy , 11 f•mutLrnyan :1 

s 1 i d , "My s k in is t 0ue:h . It d0e s nr)t 2"' Sily l; e came wrink l e d . 

1 -::: t us r1 · k e "i0r e f ire :! nd g:o in 3~,1in . '' Th .::y inc r e3 sed t h e fir e 

rnd rir.iutl "DY .n1 rut i n 1-n --- 1 0 0!1c 2 '1or 2 . Hl olo s hout ed r a r 2~t edly 

s:y inq , 11Mrnut 1 ~ny -, n-~, I b urn ," but !:rnutl1ny3n 1 r efus ed to t ::i k e 

hi~ o ut . Hd burnt t o da1 t h 1nd ~nly hi s bo n es r em1ined . ~ he n 

th e f i r e h ·.cl 170n e 0ut , M~ut l :-:ny:rn:i we nt into t h 2 hole 1nd 

f o und ~l o l o ' s bon ;s , ~e t ,ok tham "nd mJdc 3 whistle with the m. 

Th ~n ha s q i d/s~n g : 

Fii , Fii ! ~l~lo is 1 s m1ll bo y 

~e r J~ St3d ~e , I did n 0t get bur nt ; 

I r ,..,1st~d him, h 2 ~0 t bur nt . 

Th e f r 0g S" i rl , 11 ,\Th 0 t . r 3 y ou s a y ing , !1mut l 3nr.n ::?'1 Ee r epaat ed 

h is s 0 n ::r : 

Fii , Pii ~ Hl ~l o i s 1 sm"ll bo y , 

H~ r 09 st~d me , I d i d n o t g~t burnt , 

I r ~;stad him , h 2 ~ot burnt . 

Now I~utl~ny~ n1 ~ 1s b l f r i e n d ed by ~0t a umo ho l o , the l i o n . 

He s n i d t ~ him , "~r,., nd p1 , s~ a uld I sha w y ou how you c3n kill 

rn·i n :, ::: nim•:ls f o r me,., t ? 11 'Ih 3 lion s 1 i d " Ye s . 11 He s a id, 
' 
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~ r e tjh3ke s ~ ' oti . 8~ se j -~~ kl sJken~ , ba jheka haholo . 

:1 b-=i 0 re : t ~ e moholo , 

son8., ebe 0 11 .i s :i meno 

kenq k!l e 

kf t e . .') 

~ -

~ 

~ i jhwese k~ h1ra 

1ohol o 3 etsa jwalo , 

f .U l::rn 1 1 ~ e '.'l odimA l~s~k:1 , k:1 h . l · , a r e : . 

. ii , ii , i .hoofolo sohl e , t o le bon~ , 

i oofo o ts~ u 1 : , s~ 1 d ' a P. . k r e : Kennn 

ke 1of el~ ; qetellon -· f ihl: 

fihl a ya nk3 l ehlokwq, y3 q e 

s we n~ e e il a ngwan . Ya 

s rt o q .oholo ka s ebonon 

jw8. l e sa in el3 . Tshwe e , 3 e r e : 

,:::, ,:::, - .. - ' 
1on ke ofu ofi e sa - e r e , 

Y:1ba tshwene e J S:3 . . y3. , e nkile n~=1 n wa yon:=1 . Jwale 

di ... of 1 l o r e kw llen , Ts- kw la 

m0ny:!ko, SJ. kwa 1. k" . ~ jwe . ·ob . di ,n. e di qe e , 

. u 1 ~t n ya n q n re : ' ::i e . o o o , t so h . . :0t a u moho l o tsoha ; 

s en- k~ofel:1 , q di buw~ . 
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11L.,.ot us dig 3 hole . 11 They dug 1 big one in 1 cat tl 2 kraa l . 

Than i'Jimutl :ny1n1 s (i id , 11 Gr:rndp3 , ~o in c1nd pret2nd t 0 be dead 

b y e.xr0sin= your t:;et h . " Th2 lion did so . ~,Imutlcrny3.nq t00k 

his whistl 2 ~nd stoJd on t or of the kr ~al 1nd said/sang : 

Fii, Fii ! rlll you an imals co me nnd see , 

Teeth hqve ·2-r')wn , they h 1v e ~r own on th~ gr-'.) und . 11 

The 1n i "'l~ls h3-;.rd qnd C"l'TI2 runninr; . He sJid , '1G; i n t o the 

kr 1?l , 111 of you . Jobody s~ould r ema in outside . " They qll 

went in . ,,t 1 ~st th~r e c?m2 ~n old b:1bo0n c ~rryino; s youn~_; o n e 

0n i ts b_qck . On ·,rriv ? l, it t ook :;. sm:111 stick :rnd pricked 

t ~e lion on the 1nus . It C')ntrncted . Th 2 b~b0on s a id : 

My ~r ~ndch ild, come l ot me c ~rry y0u o n my b~ck , 

Th~r e is rnsitive d ~n ger here . 

Tha b~bo0n left with its child . Nmutl1nyqna sqid t o the an im3 ls , 

"Co'."12 , L~t us cl0se th2 kr1 a l . " Th2y closed the entr ::?nc e , 

blocking it with stonas . :hen t h2y h·=!d finished , MmutlJ nya na 

S0i d , '' 8r~nd!=':1 , w1k.::: up t 11 Th3 l i o n woke up '.':I nd t hey killed 

··1 1 these '=!ni:.1'!1 s 'lnd fl qyed them . 
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