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FOREWORD 

  

We are your children, we are the future and we are the leaders of tomorrow. Why is it 

that many of us suffer? Why are there so many children in the streets? As children 

what we see lacking is commitment to address problems, which affect us. For the 

church what is lacking is a participatory theology that takes into account our voices as 

children. Sr. Mercy Shumbamhini has taken this challenge and with this research has 

produced a helpful resource for theologians, therapists, pastors, counsellors, social 

workers and individuals working with children. She has been our driver who takes the 

passengers where they want to go. This work is not only for academic achievement 

but it is a gift to all people who seek to create a world fit for children.  

Blessing Mutero 2008 
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MARY WARD PROFILE 

To understand this thesis, one has to visit Mary Ward Children’s Home. Dirk Kotzé, 

my promoter visited the home in 2004. Direct experience gives a better picture of the 

home and how we work in partnership with each other. Thus, to put the reader into a 

better picture of the home, I insert a CD below. I hope this will help the reader to 

understand our way of doing and being.  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 iv 

 DECLARATION 

“I declare herewith that Narrative and participatory pastoral care and therapy with 

children at Mary Ward Children’s Home is my own work and that I have 

indicated all sources that I have used by means of full references”  

 
 
…………………………………………..                        ………………………  

        MERCY SHUMBAMHINI                                                DATE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 v 

ABSTRACT 
 

 
This research is conducted within a postmodern and social construction discourse and 

in context of narrative and participatory pastoral care and therapy. It has been 

influenced by the voices of five contextual theologies: a participatory approach to 

practical theology, narrative, contextual, feminist and liberation theologies. The 

participatory action research seeks to highlight how narrative and participatory 

pastoral care and therapy with children at Mary Ward Children’s Home, Kwekwe, 

Zimbabwe creates an inclusive and caring community. It argues that though 

residential childcare facilities/children’s homes are considered the last resort in the 

childcare system, we are witnessing not their demise but their development due to the 

increased numbers of AIDS-orphans and other vulnerable children in our society.   

 

The research aims were: 

 To develop inclusive narrative and participatory pastoral care and therapy 

practices at the home. 

 To co-create narrative and participatory pastoral care and therapy practices that 

respect the knowledges of the children involved. 

 To develop an eco-spirituality as participatory pastoral care and therapy practice. 

 To explore and co-author creative practices of doing narrative and participatory 

pastoral care and therapy practices which will help the participants integrate into 

the Home and society. 

 In conclusion, suggestions are made for a narrative and participatory pastoral care 

and therapy practice that is inclusive and caring. In terms of the experience of 

children living with disability and experiencing loss, as well as those children who 

have been abused, it is specifically described as therapeutic, empowering and life-

giving. Therefore, home managers, caregivers and pastoral therapists are invited into 

an ethical and passionate practice of pastoral care and therapy that has the potential to 

transform the lives of children in a residential child care facility.  
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Key terms: Narrative and participatory pastoral care and therapy; Mary Ward 

Children’s Home; Children’s homes; Social construction; Postmodernism; Qualitative 

research; Participatory action research; Inclusive and caring community; Practical 

theology; Contextual theologies. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 vii 

DEDICATION 
 

I dedicate this thesis, with boundless love and gratitude, to my parents, Susan 

Shumbamhini (nee Jaji – b.1940) and the late Christopher Shumbamhini (1932-2005) 

who dedicated their lives to serving the wounded and the marginalised people in our 

community. In their way of being and doing spirituality I experienced justice, 

compassion, care, sacrifice and service. Mum and Dad, I treasure your love for 

children. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 viii 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

I would like to express my appreciation and thanks to a number of people who have 

made this thesis possible.    

My first and deepest gratitude goes to God, who has been here with me long before 

either the conception of this thesis or the experiences that inspired it, surfaced. My 

God sides with the orphaned, abandoned and abused children and creates new life. I 

want to thank You for giving me the passion and love to care for children.  

To the sisters, staff, caregivers and all the children at Mary Ward Children’s Home 

who were co-authors in this study: Thank you for your commitment, and your 

generosity in allowing me to share your stories. Your contributions to this written 

document are highly appreciated. You have added a new dimension to my life and 

have encouraged me in many ways to commit myself to future counselling.  

To Dr Dirk Kotzé, my promoter, a special word of appreciation for your creative and 

stimulating research mentoring. I want to thank you for your lived example of doing 

participatory narrative ethics, therapy and research.  Dirk, thank you for believing in 

me and for sharing ideas, joys and excitement with me.   

To my joint promoter Professor Jaco Dreyer, I want to thank you for helpful 

suggestions and challenging comments.  

Lindi-Lee, your friendliness and willingness to assist me at the ITD office meant a lot 

to me. I appreciate your interest in my research project.  

Invaluable to me was Sr. Christopher CJ who helped me with the editing. Chris, I 

enjoyed your enthusiasm and encouraging sideline comments. I know you will be 

turning 92 this year. May our Lord bless you.  

I am grateful to Blessing Mutero and Taurai Mutambi who helped me with word 

processing and technical assistance with the computer. I acknowledge your 

remarkable natural sense of timing and untiring curiosity in this project.   



 ix 

To my religious congregation: thank you for providing a conducive environment for 

this work with the marginalised children and for all the practical, financial, emotional 

and spiritual support throughout the project. I honour your commitment to make this a 

world in which love, kindness and care would have the last word.  

To my family, your continued interest in my research and encouragement equipped 

me to become the “person I am meant to be”. To my late father, Christopher 

Shumbamhini and my late brother, Pascal Shumbamhini, thank you for setting high 

standards and principles, for teaching me never to give up, but to persevere.  

I acknowledge the debt I owe to my spiritual director and dear friend, Koni Landsberg 

SJ, for his love, support and encouragement. His wisdom and love of children has 

influenced me both personally and in my work.  

I am grateful to UNISA for financial assistance. Without this help it would have been 

very difficult to complete this research project.  

  

  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 x 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 

 

CONTENTS PAGE 

FOREWORD ii 

MARY WARD PROFILE iii 

DECLARATION iv 

ABSTRACT v 

DEDICATION vii 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS viii 

TABLE OF CONTENTS x 

LIST OF FIGURES xxii 

LIST OF TABLES xxiii 

PROLOGUE   xxiv 

 

PREAMBLE 1 

 

CHAPTER ONE: A STORY BEHIND THE SCENE  5 

1.1 INTRODUCTION  
 

6 

1.2 BACKGROUND TO THIS RESEARCH  
 

6 

1.3 BACKGROUND AND SET UP OF THE HOME 
 

8 

1.4 INSPIRATION TO THE STUDY 
 

11 

1.5 RESEARCH QUESTION AND AIMS 
 

12 

1.5.1 Research curiosity 
 

13   

1.5.2 Research aims 
 

13 

1.6 RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 14 

1.6.1 Introduction 
 

14 

1.6.2 Qualitative research 15 



 xi 

1.6.3 Participatory action research 
 

17 

1.6.3.1 Why use Participative Action Research? 
   

19 

1.6.3.2 Early influences of participatory research 
 

21 

1.6.3.3 Research as participative 
 

22 

1.6.3.4    Participatory work as ethicising research 
 

23 

1.6.4       Narrative research (research as stories) 
 

25   

1.6.5       Feminist research 
 

27 

1.6.6       Connection between researched and researcher 
 

29 

1.6.7       Power-sharing       
 

30 

1.6.8       Research as commitment, care and transformation 
 

31 

1.6.9       A review of my research methodology 
 

32 

1.7 RESEARCH JOURNEY 
 

33 

1.7.1       Background of the research journey 
 

33 

1.7.2       Destination one: invitation by the children 
 

34 

1.7.3 Destination two: inclusion of the participants 
 

35 

1.7.4       Destination three: negotiating the journey 
 

35 

1.7.5       Destination four: hearing their stories 
 

36 

1.7.5.1    Participatory consciousness 
 

37 

1.7.5.2    Externalising conversations 
 

37 

1.7.6       Destination five: reflecting on the individual and group sessions 
 

37 

1.7.7       Destination six: personal reflections 
 

38 

1.7.8    Destination seven: reporting the research  
  

38 

1.7.9       Destination eight: writing up the research 
 

39 

1.7.10     Destination nine: follow up sessions with children 
 

39 



 xii 

1.8          IN SUMMARY 39 

INTRODUCTION TO SECTION A 40 

CHAPTER TWO:     EPISTEMOLOGICAL    CONSIDERATIONS     OF   THIS    
RESEARCH 

 

43 

2.1          INTRODUCTION  43 
 

2.2          DISCOURSE 
 

43 

2.3          POSTMODERN DISCOURSE 
 

45 

2.3.1       Introduction 
 

45 

2.3.2       Modernism 
 

46 

2.3.3       Postmodern versus modernism     
 

47 

2.3.4       The   postmodern   context   of   participatory,   narrative  and contextual  
   feminist, liberation theology     

 

48 

2.3.5       Postmodernism and knowledge 
 

49 

2.4          SOCIAL CONSTRUCTION DISCOURSE 
 

51 

2.4.1       Introduction 
 

51 

2.4.2       Realities are socially constructed 
 

52 

2.4.3       Knowledge is performed, not found 
 

54 

2.4.4       Knowledge is constituted through language 
 

55 

2.4.5       Realities are organised and maintained through narrative 
 

56 

2.4.6       There are no ‘essential’ truths 
 

57 

2.5          FOUCAULDIAN DISCOURSE 
 

58 

2.5.1       Who was Foucault? 
 

59 

2.5.2       History  of Madness 
 

60 

2.5.3       Punishment and discipline 
 

63 

2.5.4       Power/knowledge 
 

67 



 xiii 

2.6          DERRIDA’S CONCEPT OF DECONSTRUCTION 
  

69 

2.7          CONCLUSION 73 
 
 
 

CHAPTER THREE: RESIDENTIAL CARE AND CHILDREN’S RIGHTS 75 
 

3.1          INTRODUCTION 
  

75 

3.2          RESIDENTIAL CARE/CHILDREN’S HOMES 
 

76 

3.2.1       Residential care in the West: historical background and current situation 
 

79 

3.2.2 Traditional approach to childcare 
 

80 

3.2.3       Residential care in Africa: historical background and current situation 
 

82 

3.2.4       Residential care in Zimbabwe: historical background and current situation 
 

83 

3.3 CURRENT TRENDS IN RESIDENTIAL CARE  WORK  
 

85 

3.4          CURRENT   STATE   OF   CARE   IN   CHILDREN’S   HOMES   IN 
ZIMBABWE 

 

86 

3.5          THE FOCUS OF THIS RESEARCH 
 

87 

3.6          CHILDREN’S RIGHTS 
 

90 

3.6.1       The history of children’s rights  
  

91 

3.6.1.1    The industrial revolution era (1600 – early 1700) 
  

91 

3.6.1.2    The slave trade era (1700s-1800s) 
 

92 

3.6.1.3    The African armed conflicts and wars era (1900s) 
 

93 

3.6.1.4    The era of rapid action (late 1900s) 
 

93 

3.6.1.5    The HIV, AIDS and poverty era (1990s to date) 
 

94 

3.6.2       Legal instruments on children’s rights 
 

95 

3.6.2.1    The UN Convention on Rights of the Child (UNCRC) 
 

96 

3.6.2.2    The African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child ACRWC)  
 

96 

3.6.2.3     Zimbabwe National Orphan Care Policy  
 

97 

3.6.3       The legal framework for childcare 
 

100 

3.7          MY REFLECTIONS 102 
 

3.8          CONCLUSION  103 



 xiv 

CHAPTER FOUR: THEOLOGICAL    POSITION    AND    PRAXIS   OF   MY                  
 RESEARCH 
 

104 

4.1          INTRODUCTION 
 

104 

4.2          JESUS’ ETHICAL WAYS OF BEING WITH CHILDREN 105 
 

4.3 PRACTICAL THEOLOGY 
 

106 

4.4          FEMINIST THEOLOGY  111 
 

4.4.1       Feminist Theologians  
 

112 

4.4.2       Feminist Spirituality 
 

113 

4.4.2.1    Feminist spirituality as a critique on the dominant theological discourse 114 
 

4.4.2.2    Feminist spirituality as lived experience 
 

115 

4.4.2.3    Feminist spirituality as conversation 
 

116 

4.5     LIBERATION THEOLOGY 
 

118 

4.6          CONTEXTUAL THEOLOGY     
 

122 

4.7          NARRATIVE THEOLOGY  
 

123 

4.8          A PARTICIPATORY APPROACH TO PRACTICAL THEOLOGY 
 

126 

4.9          CONCLUSION    
 
 
 

130 
 

CHAPTER FIVE: OUR METAPHOR OF PASTORAL CARE 132 
 

5.1          INTRODUCTION 
 

132 

5.2 DISCOURSE ON POWER/KNOWLEDGE 
 

135 

5.2.1 Feedback  
 

 136 

5.2.2       Accountability 
 

138 

5.2.3      Therapeutic letters 139 
 

5.2.4    Practice of inclusion – nothing for us without us 140 
 

5.3        NARRATIVE APPROACH TO CARE AND THERAPY 141 
 

5.3.1    Narrative therapy 141 



 xv 

5.3.1.1    The problem is the problem 142 
 

5.3.1.2     Externalising conversation 143 
 

5.3.1.3     The not-knowing position 145 
 

5.3.1.4     Unique outcomes 
 

146 

5.4           PARTICIPATORY CARE AND THERAPY  149 
 

5.5           PASTORAL CARE AND THERAPY 
 

151 

5.5.1     Pastoral care and therapy as commitment and transformation  152 
 

5.5.2     Mutual care as ethical participatory care and therapy 
 

153 

5.5.3        Pastoral care as ecological care 
 

155 
 

5.6         CONCLUSION 
 
               
 
 REVIEW OF SECTION A 

156 
 
 
 
157 
 
 

INTRODUCTION TO SECTION B 

 
 

158 

CHAPTER SIX:  PASTORAL   CARE  AND   THERAPY   PRACTICES   AT  
MARY  WARD  CHILDREN’S  HOME 
 

160 

6.1 INTRODUCTION 
 

160 

6.2          DIVERSITY OF PASTORAL CARE  AND  THERAPY  AT THE HOME 160 
 

6.3          PASTORAL CARE  AND THERAPY  BEYOND THE HOME 161 
 

6.4          DEVELOPING     INCLUSIVE     PARTICIPATORY     PASTORAL  
               CARE  AND  THERAPY PRACTICES AT THE HOME 
 

164 
 

6.4.1    Introduction 164 
 

6.4.2    The child as an individual 
 

165 

6.4.3       The child and the extended family 172 
 

6.4.4       The child and the community 173 
 

6.4.5       The child and the government 
 

174 



 xvi 

6.5      CO-CREATING   NARRATIVE  AND   PARTICIPATORY   PASTORAL  
               CARE    AND   THERAPY    PRACTICES    THAT   RESPECT   THE    
               KNOWLEDGES OF THE CHILDREN AT THE HOME.  
 

175 

6.5.1     Introduction 175 
 

6.5.2       Avoiding generalising way of speaking about children 176 
 

6.5.3    Providing a non-judgemental way of talking with children 
 

177 

6.5.4    Respecting the voice of the child 
 

177 

6.5.5       Unmasking dominant stories 178 
 

6.6          ECO-SPIRITUALITY  AS   A  PARTICIPATORY  PASTORAL  CARE     
               AND THERAPY PRACTICE 
 

179 

6.6.1       Introduction 
 

179 

6.6.2       Ways of  nurturing ecological spirituality 183 
 

6.6.3       Earthloving and earthkeeping –a person who plants a tree plants hope  184 
 

6.6.4       From ‘dominion over nature’ to ‘custodians of nature’     185 
 

6.6.5       Supportive environment   186 
 

6.6.6       Ways of challenging and reducing environmental destruction 
 

186 

6.7          CONCLUSION 
 

 

188 
 
 
 

CHAPTER SEVEN:  NARRATIVE   AND   PARTICIPATORY   PASTORAL                                
CARE  AND   THERAPY  WITH  WHO HAD BEEN SEXUALLY ABUSED 
 

189 

7.1          INTRODUCTION 189 
 

7.2          THEMES  IN  THE   LITERATURE   ABOUT   THE   LONG-TERM   
               EFFECTS OF  SEXUAL ABUSE ON WOMEN 
 

191 
 

7.2.1       Introduction 191 
 

7.2.2       The theme of psychological damage 192 
 

7.2.3       The theme of family dysfunction 193 
 

7.3          AN ALTERNATIVE VIEW 196 
 

7.3.1       Externalising the problem 198 



 xvii 

7.3.2 Locating the dominant story in the context of interactions and in the wider 
               social context    
 

199 
 

7.3.3       Relative influence questions 
 

201 
 

7.3.4       Questions to invite an elaboration of the alternative story  

 

202 
 

7.4 THE   POLITICS  OF  ADULT-CHILD   RELATIONS   AND  THE   
               POLITICS  OF  ABUSE 
 

203 
 

7.5          LOCATING  THE  EFFECTS  OF  THE ABUSE  IN THE BROADER              
               CONTEXT  
 

206 
 

7.6          NARRATIVE   AND  PARTICIPATORY  PRACTICES  THAT  I   FIND  
      HELPFUL IN ADDRESSING THE EFFETCS OF SEXUAL ABUSE     

 

207 
 

7.6.1       The  use  of  externalising  conversations  and  the  rich description  of  the        
               children’s  skills in responding to the effects of sexual abuse  
 

208 

7.6.2       The use of therapeutic letters 211 
 

7.6.3 The group 
 

215 

7.7          CONCLUSION 
 
 

219 
 
 
 

CHAPTER EIGHT: NARRATIVE  PARTICIPATORY  PASTORAL  CARE                      
AND THERAPY WITH CHILDREN DEALING WITH  LOSS 
 

220 

8.1          INTRODUCTION 220 
 

8.2          MY PERSONAL EXPERIENCE OF LOSS 
 

221 

8.3          NORMALISING AND PATHOLOGISING     223 
 

8.4          SETTLED STORIES 224 
 

8.4.1       Notions of detachment 225 
 

8.4.2       Notions of connection 226 
 

8.5          THE EMBODIMENT OF GRIEF  227 
 

8.6          GRIEF: ALONG A ROAD LESS TRAVELLED 228 
 

8.7          SAYING HULLO METAPHOR 229 
 

8.8          IMAGES OF GOD: INVITING SPIRITUAL CONVERSATIONS INTO  
               PASTORAL THERAPY 

233 



 xviii 

8.9          TAURAI MUTAMBI’S STORY - THE LOSS OF A MOTHER, AUNT 
                AND GRANDFATHER 

236 

8.9.1        Loss as a push factor 238 
 

8.9.2        Taurai the therapist  239 
 

8.10          REFLECTION ON TAURAI’S CONVERSATIONS 245 
 

8.11          CONCLUSION 

 

 246 
 
 
            

CHAPTER NINE: NARRATIVE PARTICIPATORY PASTORAL CARE AND 
THERAPY WITH CHILDREN WHO HAVE BEEN SEXUALLY ABUSED 
 

249 

9.1          INTRODUCTION 
 

249 

9.2          DEFINITION OF DISABILITY 
 

250 

9.2.1       Impairment 
 

250 

9.2.2       Handicap  251      
 

9.2.3       Ableism 
 

252 

9.2.4       The history of ableism  252 
 

9.3          COMMUNICATION OF SELF-REPRESENTATION  256 
 

9.4          PASTORAL    CARE   AND   THERAPY   PRACTICES    AT    MARY     
               WARD CHILDREN’S    HOME     IN     CARING    WITH    THOSE       
               LIVING    WITH    DISABILITIES 
 

258 

9.5          CHILDREN’S STORIES   
 

259 
 

9.5.1       Josephine 260 
 

9.5.2       Takudzwa 261 
 

9.5.3       Jane 262 

9.5.4       Collen 263 

9.6          MY REFLECTION  263 
 

9.7          CHILDREN AS CUSTOMERS 265 
  

9.8          CONCLUSION  
 
 
 

267 



 xix 

CHAPTER  TEN:  CO-AUTHORING   CREATIVE   PRACTICES   FOR 
INTEGRATION  INTO  THE  HOME  AND SOCIETY 
 

268 

10.1         INTRODUCTION 268 
 

10.2         BLESSING MUTERO 271 
 

10.3         CO-AUTHORING CREATIVE  PRACTICES FOR INTEGRATION INTO 
THE HOME  

 

272 

10.3.1      Objectives of the practices for integration into the home. 
 

273 

10.3.2      Fostering 276 

10.3.3      Visiting other children’s homes 277 

10.3.4      Recreation and jokes 278 

10.3.5      Taking part in sporting, church and community activities 278 

10.3.6       Engaging in outreach programs 281 

10.3.7       Making friends both locally and internationally 283 

10.3.8       Taking on challenging responsibilities 283 

10.4          NEEDS, AGE AND INTEGRATION 284 

10.5          FOCUSSED GROUP DISCUSSIONS 285 

10.6          TESTIMONIAL STORIES  286 

10.7          STAKEHOLDERS 292 

10.8          HIV AND AIDS    293 

10.9          MY REFLECTION 299 

10.10        CONCLUSION 301 

 

 REVIEW OF SECTION B 302 

 

CHAPTER ELEVEN: A TIME TO RECOLLECT 304 

11.1       INTRODUCTION  304 



 xx 

11.2 THE  CHALLENGES,  DILEMMAS  AND  LIMITATIONS  OF  THE   
STUDY 
 

306 

11.2.1    Involvement of children at all levels of the research 306 

11.2.2    Languaging the research 306 

11.2.3    Finding ways to represent my conversations with the children 
 

307 

11.2.4   The use of accessible and inclusive language 307 

11.2.5    Continuous power cuts and financial constraint  308 

11.2.6    Relations of power between adults and children 308 

11.2.7    Working with stakeholders and other organisations 309 

11.2.8   Narrative approach in question 309 

11.2.9   Critiques of participatory approach 310 

11.3     THE    VULNERABILITY    OF   A    PARTICIPATORY    PASTORAL  
              THERAPIST 
 

312 

11.4        MY   REFLECTION  ON   THE   NARRATIVE    AND    PARTICIPATORY      
               PASTORAL  CARE AND THERAPY PRACTICES AT THE HOME 
 

314 

11.4.1 My involvement with the children at Mary Ward Children’s Home 
 

314 

11.4.2 The client is the expert: a not knowing approach 
 

316 

11.4.3 Externalising conversations  317 
 

11.4.4     The practice of inclusion – nothing for us without us 
 

318 

11.5        THE    REFLECTIONS    OF    CHILDREN’S    EXPERIENCES    OF    
                NARRATIVE  AND PARTICIPATORY  PRACTICES 
 

319 

11.6         RESPECTING LOCAL KNOWLEDGES  322 
 

11.7         PARTICIPATORY    PASTORAL   CARE    AND   THERAPY   AS  
                ECOLOGICAL CARE AT THE HOME    
 

325 
 

11.8         REFLECTION ON THE  RESEARCH APPROACH AND METHODOLOGY 328 
 

11.8.1  Introduction   328 
 

11.8.2  Participatory action research 
 

330 

11.8.2.1  Participation 331 



 xxi 

11.8.2.2   Action 332 
 

11.8.2.3   Shared power 333 
 

11.8.2.4   The children’s authorship 333 
 

11.8.3       Benefits of the research to the participants                   
 

334 

11.8.4      Impact of the research process on me as the pastoral therapist 
 

341 

11.9          VOICES OF LITERATURE 343 
 

11.10        IMPLICATIONS,   APPEAL   AND   RECOMMENDATIONS   FOR   
                 PRACTICAL THEOLOGY  AND  PASTORAL  THERAPY 
 

345 

11.10.1 Introduction 
 

345 

11.10.2     Appeal to the Department of Social Welfare, churches, Non-governmental   
        organisations and children’s homes 

 

347 

11.10.2.1   A move from a prescriptive theology to a participatory theology 347 
 

11.10.2.2   A move from a problem-focused approach to a developmental approach 348 
 

11.10.2.3 Refraining from the use of control in behaviour change to proactive  
approach 

 

348 

11.10.2.4 Evaluating and assessing our caring practices 
 
11.10.2.5 Accountability to international and local conventions on children’s rights 

  

350 
 
351 

11.10.3     The call to the church  353 
 

11.10.3.1  A socio-political call 354 
 

11.10.3.2  A theological call 354 
 

11.10.3.3  A pastoral call 355 
 

11.10.4    Caring for children, caring for the future 356 
 

11.11       AN OPEN ENDING 357 
 
 



 xxii 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 359 
 
 
 

APPENDICES 
 

405 
 

APPENDIX A:   Information sheet for participants 405 
 

APPENDIX B:   Consent form for participation  408 
 

APPENDIX C:   Consent form for release of information by participating children 409 
 

APPENDIX D:   Madalena Mesquita’s letter 411 
 

APPENDIX E:   Dadirai Fundira’s letter 413 
 

APPENDIX F:   Felistas Maqaqeni’s letter  415      
 

APPENDIX G:  Children’s Rights  417 
 

APPENDIX H:  Orphans eye Miss Kwekwe crown 
 

423 

APPENDIX I:   Children’s stories 
 

424 

APPENDIX J:   Bridgid Hess’ letter and poem to Sr Mercy 429 
 
 
 

LIST OF FIGURES 
 

 
 
 

FIGURE      1: Set up of Mary Ward Children’s Home 
 
  

8 

FIGURE      2: Metaphor for practice 
 
 

134 

FIGURE      3: Give and take metaphor 
 
 

154 

FIGURE      4: Logistic Makoni working in the garden  
 
 

180 

FIGURE      5: Pollution  
  
 

187 

FIGURE     6: Pretty Marisa’s certificate 
 

218 



 xxiii 

FIGURE      7: Taurai Mutambi’s certificate 
 
 

243 

FIGURE       8: AIDS Emblem 299 
 
 

FIGURE       9: Bean seeds 338 

 
 

LIST OF TABLES 
 

 
 

TABLE     1: Statistics of children according to categories                                                 
 

10 
 
 

TABLE     2: Age distribution of children at Mary Ward Children’s Home 
 
 

11 

TABLE    3: Taurai Mutambi’s identity  table 
 
 

241 
 

TABLE    4: C.W.D’S needs and pastoral care and therapy practices  
 

259 
 
 

TABLE    5: Characteristics of customers and children 
 

266-67 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 xxiv 

PROLOGUE 
 

Peter (2005:140-141) visited our children’s home in March 2005 and wrote 

the poem below. Peter (he has now changed his name to Tambudzai, his 

Shona name) is a Jesuit scholastic currently doing philosophical studies at 

Arrupe College, Harare, Zimbabwe. This is what he wrote about his 

experiences of Mary Ward Children’s Home. 

 

MARY WARD CHILDREN’S HOME, AMAVENI, KWEKWE 

 
A home where children are happy, 
As it appears so it is I saw, 
Those little ones a glorious sight for the Lord, 
Four communities so they belong to, 
Each between ten and fifteen, 
 
 
Among them babies, pre-school, primary pupils, 
Secondary too and graduates to be, 
They welcome greet and smile, 
A home for guests who long to see the glorious splendour of God on earth, 
A retreat for me in one such place will not fail to reveal God who became 
human, 
Perhaps for you too if you knew, 
 
 

The motto that governs the shared life you should hear, 
The nuns promulgate it, 
The nursing mothers promise to exercise it, 
Children too they know it, 
It is proclaimed to empower them, 
I heard it said and I liked it! 
"There is no caring for me without me." 
 
 

It's not a coincidence to have that place built on a hill in Amaveni, 
People should see the works of a committed Congregation, 
They love it not to be praised but testimonies are personally motivated, 
What a community of friends sisters in the Lord! 
They are like those little sons of the Society, 
Dedicated to show in their lives the life of Him who became flesh, 
 
 
 



 xxv 

To proclaim His gospel as they live it, 
Those women I thought could be asked to explain their living theology, 
The freshness in it capable of inspiring life in bones of dead theology, 
Patriarch theology per se the gospel has not condoned, 
On that mountain they live and do participatory theology, 
Children orphans widows women and the unlettered make their contribution, 
They voice out their experience with God in the Church. 
 

The character of this children's home lies in the heart of their theology, 
Theology simple without a commentary, believed and lived, 
I believe women still have a dozen of approaches to offer to our theology, 
Their success with the children is embedded in the fruits of the children's 
home, 
A home where each one has a responsibility with his or her own life, 
 
 
Women caring with, but mixed communities of boys and girls, 
Children growing together as brothers and sisters, 
Children making rules and policies that settle disputes of their home, 
The gospel of Him who became a human being their only liberator, 
Behind their home are two government schools where they fetch formal education, 
Pre-school education nuns and other teachers impart to them in the Children's 
Home, 
The community around sends children to pre- school on the same hill, 

 

Children yes children's home, 
But go there draw wisdom of the gospel lived, 
Lived gospel that needs no extravagant preaching, 
Love shared a powerful sacrifice of thanksgiving to the Lord of the harvest, 
God bless the unworthy eyes that see and what they see. 
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