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Summary

This dissertation is the culmination of extensive literature study on the application of

Restorative Justice in the South African Correctional System.  International and national

resources on the application of Restorative Justice both in Corrections and as pre-

sentence option had been studied.

The background of the penal system and the development of Restorative Justice as part

of the Criminal Justice System are investigated by looking at ancient practices,

indigenous and modern practices.  The study intends to draw on experience from other

countries, while at the same time advocate for the development of a uniquely South

African model or practice.

The role of the most important stakeholders, namely victim, offender and community is

emphasized with reference to the challenges that offenders face in terms of reintegration

and the lack of resources in communities to enable them to honour Restorative Justice

agreements.

Key terms:  Restorative Justice; Background of Restorative Justice in Corrections;
addressing the harm; restoration; paradigm shift; Victim Empowerment; Overcrowding;
International trends; Elevated role of different stakeholders; White Paper on Corrections
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