
iii

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

I would like to thank my promoter, Prof. Johan Niewoudt, sincerely for the quiet  inspiration to suggest

this work, the freedom to allow me to explore my passion and dreams, the ongoing professional support

and encouragement to sustain it and the warm friendship to bring it finally to fruition.

To my children, Kim, Lauren, Jan and Carina whose deep affection from far lands has challenged and

uplifted  me to seek new things, to risk and to be brave, I extend my deep love and appreciation. 

But it is to my wife Magdel that I am truly grateful. It is through her never ending encouragement from

when we first met,  her never wavering belief in me or my abilities and her unconditional love for me

that I have been able to complete this extraordinary life journey. 


