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         1   B E C O M I N G  P A R T  O F  A N O T H E R ’ S  N A R R A T I V E

S o  i t  i s  m o r e  u s e f u l  t o  w a t c h  a  m a n  i n  t i m e s  o f  p e r i l ,  a n d  i n  a d v e r s i t y  t o  d i s c e r n  w h a t

k i n d  o f  m a n  h e  i s ;  f o r  t h e n  a t  l a s t  w o r d s  o f  t r u t h  a r e  d r a w n  f r o m  t h e  d e p t h s  o f  h i s  h e a r t ,

a n d  t h e  m a s k  i s  t o r n  o f f  -  r e a l i t y  r e m a i n s .  L u c r e t i u s

1 . 1  I N T R O D U C T I O N

This  s tudy  i s  abou t  peop le  who  a re  d i sadvan taged  in  mobi l i ty .   I t  i s

concerned  no t  on ly  wi th  the  concept  o f  mobi l i ty  res t r ic t ions ,  bu t  a l so  wi th

how people  who  have  mobi l i ty  d i sadvan tages  in te rac t  wi th  the i r  soc ie t i es

and  wha t  t h i s  means  fo r  pa s to r a l  work  t h rough  the  Chr i s t i an  f a i t h

communi ty .   

Usua l ly  Chr i s t i an  fa i th  communi t i e s  r e spond  in  f a i th fu lness  to  God  to  an

in te rna l  ca l l ing  to  se rve  and  ca re  fo r  the i r  members  and  an  ex te rna l  ca l l ing

to  se rve  and  ca re  fo r  the  communi ty  a round  i t  (Gerk in  1997 :127 ,  Vol f

1 9 9 6 : 1 6 ) .   T h u s ,  t h e  c o n c e r n  o f  t h i s  s t u d y  i s :  H o w  c a n  p a s t o r a l  w o r k

p r a x i s ,  n a m e l y  m u t u a l  c a r e ,  p a s t o r a l  c a r e ,  p a s t o r a l  c o u n s e l l i n g  a n d

p a s t o r a l  t h e r a p y ,  t h r o u g h  C h r i s t i a n  f a i t h  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  c o n t r i b u t e  t o

t h e  n a r r a t i v e  i d e n t i t i e s ,  t h a t  i s  p e r s o n a l  a n d  c o l l e c t i v e ,  o f  p e o p l e  w h o

a r e  m o b i l i t y  i m p a i r e d ?

I t  i s  t h i s  ques t ion  tha t  s t imula t ed  my  though t s  abou t  peop le  who  a re

disadvantaged in  mobi l i ty .   In  addi t ion,  in  a  pa s to ra l  s t a t emen t  made  by  the

ca tho l i c  b i shops  o f  Amer i ca , t h e  N a t i o n a l  C a t h o l i c  P a r t n e r s h i p  o n

Disab i l i ty  (NCPD 1978)  ca l l ed  fo r  d i sab i l i ty  to  be  recogn i sed  as  a  p rocess

o f  l i v ing  ins t ead  o f  r eac t ing  to  pe rcep t ions  abou t  d i f f e rence  because  o f

peop le ’ s  d i sab i l i t i e s .   The  Roman  Ca tho l i c  Church  o f  t he  Un i t ed  S ta t e s

ca l l ed  fo r  the  church  to  embrace  the  respons ib i l i ty  o f  meet ing  the  need  fo r

in tegra t ing  people  who a re  d i sab led  in to  the  Chr i s t i an  communi ty  and
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par t ic ipat ing more ful ly  i n  t h e i r  l i v e s .   T h e  d o c u m e n t  s t r e s s e d  t h e  n e e d  f o r

the  church  to  educa te  the  publ ic  on  what  l iv ing  wi th  d i sab i l i t i es  i s  about .

Another  s t imula t ion  o f  my  in te res t  was  repor t s  o f  s t a t i s t i c s  abou t  peop le

who  a re  d i sab led .   T h e  S A  H e a l t h  R e v i e w  o f  1998  es t ima ted  2  657  714

cases  o f  s e l f - r epor t ed  d i sab i l i t i e s  i n  Sou th  Af r i ca  (S imon-Meyer  1999) .

Golds te in  (1999)  main ta ins  tha t  s ta t i s t i cs  i n d i c a t e  half  a  mil l ion chi ldren in

Sou th  Af r i ca  a r e  d i s ab l ed  and  on ly  3% o f  t he se  ch i ld ren  r ece ive  any  k ind

of  rehabi l i t a t ion  or  hea l th  care ,  a l though  70% could  be  rehabi l i t a ted .

Moreover ,  t he  number  o f  peop le  who  a re  d i sab led  i s  inc reas ing , wh ich

u l t ima te ly  inc reases  the  p rob lems  o f  d i sab i l i t y .   In  Oc tober  1996  the  f i r s t

census  o f  a  r e in t eg ra t ed  Sou th  Af r i ca  r evea led  tha t  t he  popu la t ion  o f  Sou th

Afr ica  was  es t imated  a t  37 .9  mi l l ion  persons ,  which  i s  a lmos t  double  the

popu la t ion  s ince  1970  (Bradshaw 1997) .   The  impac t  o f  t h i s ,  B radshaw

(1997)  po in t s  ou t ,  i s  t ha t  ove r  t he  nex t  t en  t o  twen ty  yea r s  t he  popu la t ion

o f  t he  e lde r ly  i s  expec t ed  t o  i nc rease  f rom approx ima te ly  6 .1% o f  peop le

o lde r  t han  60  yea r s  i n  1995  t o  an  expec t ed  9 .2% by  2020 .   I t  means  t ha t

ch ron ic  i l l ne s ses  t ha t  p l ague  the  aged  and  the  f r equen t ly  d i sab l ing

consequences  o f  f r a i l t y  wi l l  i nc rease .   

Fur the rmore ,  pover ty  i s  c lose ly  assoc ia ted  wi th  malnu t r i t ion ,  which

f requent ly  resu l t s  in  d i sab i l i ty .   S tucky  (1998)  po in ts  ou t  tha t  contag ious

d i s e a s e s ,  s u c h  a s  m e n i n g i t i s ,  H I V / A I D S  a n d  t u b e r c u l o s i s , f e ed  on

s i tua t ions  o f  overc rowding  p reva len t  among  the  d i sadvan taged .   Th i s  means

tha t  the  cyc le  o f  d i sab i l i ty  and  pover ty  i s  pe rpe tua ted  s ince  d i sab i l i ty

en t renches  pover ty .   I t  means  tha t  no t  on ly  i s  t he re  a  h ighe r  p ropor t ion  o f

peop le  who  a re  d i sab led among the  poor ,  bu t  t he re  i s  a l so  an  inc rease  i n

fami l i es  l iv ing  in  pover ty  as  a  resu l t  o f  d i sab i l i ty .   For  example ,  the  ch i ld

w h o  i s  p a r a p l e g i c ,  a n  a m p u t e e  o r  u n a b l e  t o  w a l k  f o r  o t h e r  r e a s o n s ,  i s  o f t e n

depr ived  o f  a c c e s s  t o  e d u c a t i o n .   T h e  r e s u l t  i s  f u t u r e  l i m i t e d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s

fo r  employment  wi th  the  p rospec t  o f  i nc reased  pover ty .  
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Othe r  p rob lems  tha t  i nc rease  d i s ab i l i t i e s  a r e  domes t i c  v io l ence ,  mo to r

veh ic l e  acc iden t s ,  ag r i cu l tu ra l  acc iden t s ,  c r imina l  o f fences  and  hi jacking.

H i j ack ing  i s  r epo r t ed  t o  be  on  t he  i nc r ea se .   S imon-Meye r  (1999 )  r epo r t s

tha t  ca r  h i j ack ing  i s  t he  s ing le  l a rges t  cause  o f  quadr ip l eg ia .   Mos t  v i c t ims

of  h i j ack ing  a re  sho t  f rom the  s ide ,  wh ich  makes  the  sp ina l  co rd  ve ry

acces s ib l e  t o  i n ju ry .   I n  1993  admis s ions  owing  to  acc iden t s  ou tnumbered

inc iden t s  o f  pe r sona l  v io lence .   However ,  t he  number  o f  v ic t ims  o f  pe r sona l

v io l ence  i s  now doub le  tha t  o f  veh ic l e  acc iden t s .   Th i s  means  tha t  mob i l i t y

d i sab i l i t i e s  have  become  even  more  p reva l en t .   Toge the r  t he se  p rob l ems

m a y  p r e s e n t  a  s i z e a b l e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  p e o p l e  w h o  a r e  d i s a b l e d  o r  m a y

become  d i sab led .   A t  the  same  t ime  d i sab i l i t y  may  p red i spose  na r ra t ives  o f

change  and  chaos  tha t  phys ica l  impa i rmen t  can  c rea te  in  peop le ’ s  l i ves .

To  unders tand  nar ra t ives  o f  peop le  who  a re  res t r i c ted  in  mobi l i ty ,  the re  i s

the re fo re  a  need  to  exp lo re  wha t  mob i l i t y  impa i rmen t  i s  abou t .   We  need  to

know the  ob jec t ive  po in t  o f  v iew about  mobi l i ty  impa i rment  to  unders tand

i t .   By  ob jec t ive  reason ing  I  mean  theore t ica l  reason ing  about  wha t  mobi l i ty

impa i rmen t  i s .   A l though  the re  i s  a  need  to  unders t and  the  ob jec t ive

reasoning  about  d isadvantages  in  mobi l i ty ,  a  deepe r  under s t and ing  o f  the

in t imate  exper iences  of  l iv ing  wi th  mobi l i ty  impai rment  i s  impor tan t .

Acco rd ing ly ,  we  need  t o  unde r s t and  t he  sub j ec t i ve  expe r i ences  o f

individuals  who l ive  wi th  d isabi l i t ies  in  the i r  ordinary  dai ly  l ives  to  gain  a

hol is t ic  unders tanding of  mobi l i ty  impairment .   

Au thor s  such  a s  Boy lan  (1991) ;  C lap ton  (1997) ;  E ie s l and  (1994) ;  F rench

(1993) ;  Macfa r l ane  (1996) ;  O l ive r  (1993) ;  P r i e s t l ey  (1999) ;  Ro l l and

(1989) ;  S te rnbach  (1978)  and  Tunks ,  Be l l s imo and  Roy  (1990)  d i scuss  wha t

exper t s  s ay  abou t  d i sab i l i t y .   Each ,  however , a g r e e s  t h a t e n o u g h  h a s  b e e n

w r i t t e n  a b o u t  w h a t  d i f f e r e n t  e x p e r t s ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  a n d  a c a d e m i c

d isc ip l ines  have  to  say  about  d i sab i l i ty .   Each s u g g e s t s  tha t  the  sub jec t ive

a s p e c t  o f  d i sab i l i ty  needs  more  a t ten t ion .   
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F u r t h e r m o r e ,  K a u f m a n - S c a r b o r o u g h  ( 2 0 0 1 : 4 3 1 )  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  t h e

Amer icans  Wi th  Disab i l i t i e s  Ac t  1990  (ADA)  p romised  employment  and

marke t  access  to  the  na t ions ’  54  mi l l i on  d i sab led  pe r sons .   The  Census

B u r e a u  1 9 9 4  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  o v e r  5 4  m i l l i o n  p e o p l e  w h o

exper ienced  some  l imi t ing  l i f e  ab i l i ty .   The  above  au thor  no tes  tha t

n u m e r o u s  a s s e s s m e n t s  a n d  c r i t i c i s m s  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  a s  t o  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f

the  ADA,  bu t  on ly  a  f ew  academic  s tud ie s  i n  r e l a t i on  to  marke t ing  have

been  done ,  w i th  t he  d i s ab l ed  consumer  t he  focus  o f  s t udy .   An  app roach

tha t  focusses  on  a r ch i t ec tu ra l  v io l a t i ons  i n  r e t a i l  s e t t i ngs  i s  l im i t ed .   More

academic  s t ud i e s  need ,  t he r e fo re ,  t o  make  t he  d i s ab l ed  consumer  cen t r a l

to  r e sea rch  (Kaufman-Sca rborough  2001 :432) .  

T h i s  m a k e s  s e n s e  t o  m e  b e c a u s e  t h e  c o n s u m e r  m a r k e t  p l a c e  i s  a  p a r t  o f

essen t ia l  da i ly  l i f e .   Nobody  can  ex i s t  wi thou t  i t ,  ye t  f requen t ly  i t  i s  made

a lmos t  imposs ib le  for  the  person  who i s  mobi l i ty  d i sadvantaged  to

p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h i s  e s s e n t i a l  p a r t  o f  l i f e .   I t  c a n  r e l e g a t e  t h e s e  p e o p l e  t o

isolat ion.

I t  i s  a l so  no tewor thy ,  as  Ph i lpo t t  and  McLaren  (1997)  po in t  ou t ,  t h a t

desp i t e  t he  emergence  o f  s t rong  soc i a l  t heo r i s t s ’  appea l s ,  Sou th  Af r i ca

lags  behind o the r  coun t r i e s  i n  t h i s  a r ea .   T h e y  w r i t e :

D i s a b i l i t y  h a s  o f t e n  b e e n  r e g a r d e d  a s  a  p e r i p h e r a l  i s s u e  i n

d i s c u s s i o n s  o n  h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s .   D e s p i t e  a  n u m b e r  o f  p r o g r e s s i v e

p o l i c i e s  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  C o n s t i t u t i o n  t h a t  d e c l a r e s

e q u a l  r i g h t s  f o r  a l l ,  a n d  t h e  W h i t e  P a p e r  o n  t h e  T r a n s f o r m a t i o n  o f

H e a l t h  S e r v i c e s  i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a ,  d i s a b l e d  p e o p l e  a r e  s t i l l  r e g a r d e d

i n  t h e  m a i n  a s  a n  i n s i g n i f i c a n t  m i n o r i t y .  

I t  i s  fo r  t h i s  r ea son  tha t  I  p ropose  tha t  we  a l so  need  to  know how sys t ems

t h a t  a r e  s u p p o s e d  t o  a s s i s t  t h e s e  p e o p l e  a f f e c t  t h e m  a n d  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  i n

the  con tex t  o f  t he i r  da i l y  l i v ing .   Thus ,  f ocus  i s  p laced  on  subjec t ive
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nar ra t ives  recoun ted  by  peop le  l iv ing  wi th  mobi l i ty  r es t r i c t ions .   Focus  i s

a l s o  p l a c e d  o n  e x p l o r i n g  t h e  n e e d to  ident i fy  wi th  the i r  s ign i f ican t  o thers

or  the i r  soc ia l ,  po l i t i ca l  and  re l ig ious  communi t ies ’  be l ie fs ,  va lues  and

meanings  in  thei r  da i ly  exper ience  of  l iv ing wi th  mobi l i ty  impairments .

1 . 2   T H E  I N T E L L E C T U A L  P U Z Z L E

Jenn i fe r  Mason  (2002:18)  sugges t s  tha t  fo rming  some k ind  o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l

puzz le  he lps  to  cons t ruc t  and  p roduce  an  exp lana t ion  to  the  puzz l ing

concep t s  t ha t  a  r e s ea r che r  i s  a t t emp t ing  t o  d i s cus s  and  a rgue  l og i ca l l y

abou t  a  t op ic .   In  r e l a t ion  to  th i s  sugges t ion  I  w i l l  a t t empt  to  cons t ruc t  an

in te l lec tua l  puzz le  in  connec t ion  wi th  people  who a re  d i sadvantaged  in

mob i l i t y  and  the i r  s t rugg le  t o  ad jus t  t o  changes  tha t  o f t en  g ive  a  s ense  o f

lo s s  o f  con t ro l  o f  t he i r  l i ve s .   The  advan tage  o f  t h i s  i s  t ha t  i t  will  provide

background  on  the  spec i f i c  p rob lem to  be  addressed  th rough  the  s tudy .   

I  wi l l ,  the re fore ,  exp la in  the  in te l l ec tua l  puzz le  by  work ing  f rom a  genera l

to  a  spec i f ic  descr ip t ion  of  the  problem of  l iv ing  wi th  d isab i l i ty  tha t  th i s

t h e s i s  a d d r e s s e s  ( H e n n i n g ,  G r a v e t t  a n d  V a n  R e n s b u r g  2 0 0 2 : 6 6 - 6 7 ) .   A l s o

my pre fe rence  i s  to  wr i t e  mos t ly  in  the  f i r s t  pe r son ,  which  fo l lows  the  usua l

a c a d e m i c  t r e n d  o f  p r e s e n t  c o n t e m p o r a r y  r e s e a r c h .   I t  s e r v e s  t h e  p u r p o s e

of  c l ea r ly  o r i en ta t ing  myse l f  to  the  reader  (Bak  2004 :96) .   

Phys ica l  impa i rment  can  cause  changes  to  bod i ly  func t ions  and  percep t ions

about  d i sab i l i ty .   A  person  who  i s  pa ra lysed ,  fo r  example ,  mos t  p robab ly

canno t  wa lk  and  mus t  r e ly  on  mechan ica l  a id  fo r  mobi l i ty .  Th i s  s tudy

a d d r e s s e s  w h a t  c a n  h a p p e n  w h e n  b o d i l y  a n d  s o c i a l  c h a n g e s  o c c u r  b e c a u s e

of  mobi l i ty  res t r i c t ions .   The  percep t ion  abou t  body  changes  may  provoke

a  d i s to r ted  response  f rom people  who  have  no  obvious  phys ica l  impa i rment .
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McCol lum (1994 :126)  sugges t s  tha t  somet imes  th rough  the  soc ia l ,  po l i t i ca l

and  r e l ig ious  s t ruc tu res  in  a  communi ty  peop le  who  a re  mob i l i ty  impa i red

a re  t r ea t ed  a s  i f  t he i r  embod ied  se l f  i s  mere ly  a  phys io log ica l  body .   Th i s

means  tha t  pe r sona l  iden t i ty  i s  cons t ra ined  in  a  phys ica l  body  a lone .   There

i s  no  s e l fhood  beyond  t he  body .   I t  means  t ha t  t he se  peop l e  a r e  pe r ce ived

and  t r ea t ed  a s  i f  t he i r  pe r sonhood  i s  dependen t  on  t he i r  body  image .   Thus ,

the i r  capac i ty  fo r  be ing  accoun tab le  and  r e spons ib l e  fo r  o the r s  i s

d i s rega rded .   The  “d i sab led  iden t i ty” ,  t he re fo re ,  robs  these  peop le  o f  be ing

accep ted  in  the i r  capac i ty  o f  “be ing”  a s  a  phys i ca l ,  p sycho log ica l  and

socia l  person  (McCol lum 1994:127) .

In  r e sponse  t o  he r  unde r s t and ing  o f  t he  way  soc i e t i e s  pe rce ive  bod i ly

changes ,  Ade le  McCol lum (1994:128) ,  who  l ives  wi th  a  phys ica l  d i sab i l i ty ,

t e l l s  how she  f inds  tha t  he r  body  i s  a lways  p resen t  even  when  i t  i s  chang ing

a n d  u n p r e d i c t a b l e .   T h e  a b o v e  a u t h o r  e x p e r i e n c e d  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  a

d isab i l i ty  tha t  b rought  changes  to  her  bodi ly  func t ions  wi thout  warn ing .

Thus ,  McCol lum a rgues  t ha t ,  because  o f  phys i ca l  cha l l enges  o f  an  a l t e r ed

body- image ,  peop le  who  a re  d i s ab l ed  a r e  sh i f t ed  i n to  a  sha red  i den t i t y  o f

the  d i s ab l ed  because  t he  f i xed  iden t i t y  o f  a  pe r son  i s  ba sed  on  the  pe r f ec t

body- image .

For  McCol lum,  however ,  any  no t ions  o f  f ixed  rea l i ty  and  unchang ing

iden t i t i e s  a r e  no t  pa r t  o f  he r  expe r i ence  (McCol lum 1994 :129) .   Wha t  t he

a b o v e  a u t h o r  a r g u e s ,  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  p e r s o n h o o d  i s  m o r e  t h a n  a  p e r f e c t  b o d y

image .  Accord ing ly ,  be ing  ignored  a s  a  fu l l  pe r son  can  make  iden t i fy ing

wi th  peop le  o f  the i r  communi t i e s  a  ma jo r  lone ly  t a sk  fo r  peop le  who  a re

d i sadvantaged  phys ica l ly .   

I  am conv inced  tha t  i t  may  be  t he  r ea son  why  peop le  who  a re  mob i l i t y

d i sadvan taged  can  have  p rob lems  wi th  i den t i t y .   Ano the r  r ea son  i s  t ha t

these  peop le  may  be  pe rce ived  as  be ing  consumed  by  the i r  d i sab i l i t i e s  and

comple t e ly  dependen t  on  o the r s ,  i n s t ead  o f  be ing  accep ted  a s  mul t i - f ace t ed
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persons  wi th  in tac t  ab i l i t i e s  in  o the r  a reas .

In  add i t ion ,  soc ia l  accep tance ,  po l i t i ca l  f a i rness  and  economic  v iab i l i ty  a re

pa r t  o f  da i l y  l i v ing  and  a s s i s t  peop le  to  iden t i fy  wi th  unfo ld ing  soc ia l

n a r r a t i v e s  i n  a  w a y  t h a t   e n c o u r a g e s  a  s e n s e  o f  b e l o n g i n g  ( L e a c h  1 9 9 6 : 8 8 -

89) .   However ,  people  l iv ing  wi th  res t r ic t ions  in  mobi l i ty  a re  of ten  exc luded

by socie ty .   They constant ly  endure  being pol i t ica l ly  invis ib le ,  economical ly

obs t ruc t ed  and  soc i a l l y  exc luded  because  t hey  a r e  i den t i f i ed  a s  d i s ab l ed

(Leach  1996 :90) .   

Pol i t ica l  inv is ib i l i ty  can  resu l t  in  these  people  of ten  not  be ing  g iven  enough

a t t en t i on  and  a s s i s t ance  when  f i gh t ing  t he i r  c ause  aga in s t  exc lu s ion  and

d i sc r imina t ion  a s  member s  o f  a  soc i e ty  and  cu l tu re .   Obs t ruc t ions  t o

economic  v i ab i l i t y  a re  pu t  i n  the i r  way  because  be ing  unemployed  o r  be ing

wrongly  employed r ema ins  an  obs t ac l e .   Soc ie ty  ignores  these  p rob lems  and

fa i th  communi t ies  of ten  do  noth ing  about  them.

Wi th  regard  to  fa i th  communi t i e s  ignor ing  the  p rob lems  assoc ia ted  wi th

d i sab i l i ty ,  E ies land  (1994a :20)  re fe r s  to  the  d i sab i l i ty  r igh t s  movement .

S u c h  m o v e m e n t s  h a v e  r e s i s t e d  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  p e o p l e  w h o  a r e  d i s a b l e d

hav ing  to  conform to  c r ipp l ing  theo log ica l  ca tegor ies  and  have  exposed  the

church’s  compl ic i ty  wi th  soc ie ta l  pe rcep t ions  abou t  d i sab i l i ty .   The  above-

ment ioned  au thor  ma in ta ins  tha t  the  h i s to ry  o f  the  church  shows  tha t  the

chu rch  has  o f t en  suppor t ed  a t t i t udes  o f  p i t y  and  pa t e rna l i sm  towards

peop le  who  a re  d i sab led .   E ies l and  (1994a :20)  wr i t e s :  “For  many  d i sab led

pe r sons  t he  chu rch  ha s  been  a  ‘ c i t y  on  a  h i l l ’  -  phys i ca l l y  i nacces s ib l e  and

soc ia l ly  inhosp i t ab le” .   Churches  have  made  l i t t l e  e f fo r t  t o  b r ing  abou t  the

changes  necessa ry  fo r  fu l l  access ib i l i ty  and  pa r t i c ipa t ion  fo r  peop le  who

are  mobi l i ty  d isadvantaged ,  bu t  some t imes  r a the r  suppor t  s ecu l a r  soc i e ty

th rough  the i r  a t t i tudes  and  ac t ions .  

Webb-Mi tche l l  (1996 :xv)  suppor t s  the  above  thoughts  when  he  main ta ins
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t ha t  t he  church  i s  o f t en  in f luenced  by  the  pa t t e rns  o f  t hough t ,  l anguage  and

s t r a t e g i e s  adop ted  by  soc ie ty  su r round ing  the  church .   Webb-Mi tche l l

(1996:xv)  wr i tes :

B y  a n d  l a r g e ,  t h e  c h u r c h  h a s  a d o p t e d  t h e  l a n g u a g e  u s e d  b y  h e a l t h -

s e r v i c e  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  a n d  g r o u p s  w h o  s e r v e  a s  a d v o c a t e s  f o r

p e o p l e  w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s .   B y  a d o p t i n g  t h a t  l a n g u a g e ,  w e  a l s o  a d o p t

s t r a t e g i e s  a n d  a p p r o a c h e s  f r a m e d  b y  t h e  w o r l d  b u t  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y

b y  t h e  G o s p e l  o f  G o d .

I t  means  tha t  o f t en  f a i th  communi t i e s  r ema in  s i l en t  and  o f fe r  no  l anguage

to  addres s  wha t  i t  means  to  be  d i sab led  in  r e l a t ion  to  God  and  to  the  church

(Webb-Mi tche l l  1996 :xv) .   Th i s  sugges t s  tha t  the  church  i s  l ack ing  in  i t s

r e spons ib i l i t y  t o  t he  “d i f f e ren t  o the r . ”   A l though  the  compar i son  be tween

fa i th  communi t i e s  and  the  soc ia l  env i ronment  may  seem ra the r  ha r sh ,  i t  i s

necessa ry  to  make  f a i th  communi t i e s  aware  o f  t he i r  apa thy   t owards  peop le

who  a re  phys ica l ly  d i sadvan taged .   I  am of  the  op in ion  tha t  such  apa thy  can

resul t  in  ignorance  of  the  powerfu l  emot ional ,  soc ia l ,  pol i t ica l  and  re l ig ious

impl i ca t ion  f o r  people  who are  d isadvantaged in  mobi l i ty  in  the i r  s t ruggle

to  rega in  some k ind  of  cont ro l  o f  the i r  l ives .

P e o p l e  m a y  f e e l  t h e y  h a v e  l o s t  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e i r  l i v e s  b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e

l imi ted  in  mobi l i ty  and  th i s  can  be  a  p rob lem because  th i s  in f luences  soc ia l

in te rac t ion .   Soc ia l  in te rac t ion  i s  impor tan t  fo r  iden t i fy ing  wi th  s ign i f i can t

o t h e r s .   T h e  p o i n t  t o  b e  m a d e  i s  t h a t  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  p e o p l e  w h o  a r e

disadvantaged in  mobi l i ty  not  only  to  be  included in  in t imate  and publ ic

in te rac t ion  to  fo rm persona l  iden t i ty ,  bu t  a l so  to  fo rm co l lec t ive  iden t i t i es

wi th  the i r  soc ie t i e s .   Wat son  (2003 :34)  po in t s  ou t  t ha t  soc ia l  i n s t i t u t ions ,

soc ia l  movements  and  soc i a l  s t r uc tu r e s  p rov ide  t he  sub j ec t  ma t t e r  f o r  t he

soc io logy  o f  d i sab i l i ty ,  bu t  these  s t ruc tu res  a l l  emerge  th rough  the  conduc t

o f  peop le .   Thus ,  the  soc ia l  s t ruc tu res  a l l  have  under ly ing  mean ings ,  va lues

and  cu l tu ra l  be l i e f s  t ha t  a r e  expe r i enced  a s  ou tcomes  th rough  soc i a l  and
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c u l t u r a l  e x p r e s s i o n s .   I n d e e d  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  s e e n  a s  t h e  p r o d u c t  o f

d i scourse  tha t  occurs  th rough  l anguage  dur ing  soc ia l  in te rac t ion .   

I t  i s  t he r e fo re  impor t an t  t o  no t e  t ha t  soc i a l  s t ruc tu re s  a r e  i n s t rumen ta l  i n

shap ing  pe r sona l  iden t i ty  th rough  soc ia l  in te rac t ion  tha t f ac i l i t a t e s  a  s e n s e

of  be long ing  to  the  co l l ec t ive  soc ia l  be l i e f s ,  va lues ,  cu l tu ra l  express ions

and meanings  of  the  communi t ies  in  which  people  who are  mobi l i ty  impai red

l ive .   I  wi l l  a rgue  tha t  l ack  of  soc ia l  in te rac t ion  can  make  i t  d i f f i cu l t  fo r

people  who acqui re  mobi l i ty  impai rments  to  fo rm bo th  persona l  and

c o l l e c t i v e  i d e n t i t i e s .   S u c h  a  l a c k  c a n  r e s u l t  i n  p e o p l e  w h o  a r e

d i sadvan taged  in  mobi l i ty  exper ienc ing  a  loss  o f  a  sense  o f  be long ing  in

the i r  soc ie t i e s .   Res t r i c t ions  in  mob i l i t y  can ,  t he re fo re ,  have  the  negat ive

e f f ec t  o f  s tun t ing  the  u sua l  oppor tun i t i e s  o f  s t r eng then ing  iden t i t y  t ha t

occu r  t h rough  r e l a t ionsh ips  and  in t e rac t ion  be tween  peop le .   I  w i l l  a r g u e

t h a t  t h i s  m e a n s  t h a t  p e o p l e  w h o  l i v e  w i t h  m o b i l i t y  i m p a i r m e n t  m a y

s t r u g g l e  w i t h  t h e  q u e s t i o n s :  “ W h o  a m  I ? ”   “ W h e r e  d o  I  b e l o n g ? ”   T h e y

m a y  f e e l  a t  a  l o s s  a s  t o  w h e r e  t h e y  b e l o n g  a n d  l a c k  a  s e n s e  o f  b e i n g

r o o t e d .

Two main  ques t ions  a re  the  cen t ra l  focus  o f  the  thes i s ,  namely :  W h a t  a r e

t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  a c q u i r e d  m o b i l i t y  i m p a i r m e n t  f o r  p e r s o n a l  i d e n t i t y

a n d  c o l l e c t i v e  i d e n t i t y ?   Th i s  s tudy  i s  a l so  abou t  cons ide r ing  the

cha l l enges  fo r  pas to ra l  work  p rac t i ces  wi th  peop le  who  a re  mob i l i t y

impai red  and  w h e t h e r  Chr i s t ian  fa i th  communi t ies  can  he lp  to  br ing  hope

for  chang ing  th i s  s t rugg le  fo r  iden t i ty  to  a  s t rong  sense  o f  iden t i ty .   Thus ,

the  second  ques t ion  i s : H o w  c a n  w e  i n  C h r i s t i a n  f a i t h  c o m m u n i t i e s ,

t h r o u g h  p a s t o r a l  w o r k ,  f a c i l i t a t e  a  s e n s e  o f  b e l o n g i n g  t o  s t r e n g t h e n

p e r s o n a l  i d e n t i t y  a n d  c o l l e c t i v e  i d e n t i t y  f o r  p e o p l e  w h o  a r e  m o b i l i t y

d i s a d v a n t a g e d ?

There  a re  many  ways  in  which  the  p rob lem of  f ind ing  iden t i ty  and  res to r ing

the  l o s s  o f  a  s ense  o f  be long ing  can  be  exp lo red .   Na r r a t i ve  t heo ry  i s  one
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way tha t  can  con t r ibu te  to  our  ins igh t s  in to  ident i ty .   T h e r e  a r e  m a n y  w a y s

in  wh ich  na r ra t ive  theo ry  can  be  unde r s tood ,  bu t  I  w i l l  r e f e r  spec i f i ca l ly  to

the  theory  o f  na r ra t ive  iden t i ty  p roposed  by  Ricoeur  (1992 ,  1995) ,  which

i s  add res sed  in  chap te r  two .

A n o t h e r  w a y  t o  a d d r e s s  t h e  l o s s  o f  a  s e n s e  o f  b e l o n g i n g  e x p e r i e n c e d  b y

peop le  who  a re  d i sadvan taged  in  mobi l i ty  i s  t h rough  the  ca r ing  ac t ions  o f

Chr i s t i an  fa i th  communi t i es .   I  sugges t  tha t  the  no t ion  o f  na r ra t ive  iden t i ty ,

combined  w i th  a  t heo logy  o f  embrace ,  c an  be  cons ide r ed  fo r  a  pa s to r a l

work  p rax i s  t h rough  f a i th  communi t i e s .   I t  i s  a  means  to  f ind  ways  to  a s s i s t

people  who a re  l iv ing  wi th  mobi l i ty  res t r i c t ions  to  re f rame the  loss  o f

cont ro l  o f  the i r  l ives ,  fac i l i t a te  be longing  in  the i r  communi t ies  and

s t rengthen  iden t i ty .

Accord ing ly ,  I  a rgue  in  th i s  s tudy  tha t  na r ra t ive  iden t i ty  theory  and

pas to ra l  work  theo logy  can  connec t  wi th  e a c h  o t h e r  i n  a  w a y  t h a t

con t r ibu tes  to  ins ights  in  ident i ty .   Consider ing  the  in te l lec tua l  puzzle  of

th i s  t hes i s  w i l l  he lp  to  c l a r i fy  how the  r e l a t ionsh ip  be tween  na r ra t ive

theory  and  pas to ra l  work  theo logy  can  con t r ibu te  to  ga in ing  ins igh t s  into

the  “prob lem of  iden t i ty” .   I t  wi l l  a l low for  exp lor ing  the  idea  o f  bo th  soc ia l

iden t i ty  and  re l ig ious  iden t i ty .   By  soc ia l  iden t i ty  I  mean  tha t  ind iv idua l s ’

iden t i ty  i s  shaped  by  soc ia l  be l i e f s ,  va lues  and  mean ings  o f  the i r  soc ie ty

(Watson  2003:5) .   Re l ig ious  iden t i ty  means  tha t  an  ind iv idua l ’ s  re l ig ious

iden t i ty  i s  sha red  wi th  a  co l l ec t ive  re l ig ious  body’s  t r ad i t ions ,  tha t  i s ,  the

b e l i e f s ,  v a l u e s  a n d  m e a n i n g s  t h a t  a r e  a c c e p t e d  a s  o n e ’ s  o w n  ( S t e r k e n s

2001:36,42,  76) .

1 . 3   T H E  A I M S  O F  T H I S  S T U D Y

The  two  ma in  r e sea r ch  ques t i ons  a r e :  1 )  W h a t  a r e  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f

a c q u i r e d  m o b i l i t y  i m p a i r m e n t  f o r  p e r s o n a l  i d e n t i t y  a n d  c o l l e c t i v e
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i d e n t i t y ?   2 )  H o w  c a n  w e  i n  C h r i s t i a n  f a i t h  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  t h r o u g h

p a s t o r a l  w o r k ,  f a c i l i t a t e  a  s e n s e  o f  b e l o n g i n g  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  p e r s o n a l

i d e n t i t y  a n d  c o l l e c t i v e  i d e n t i t y  f o r  p e o p l e  w h o  a r e  m o b i l i t y

d i s a d v a n t a g e d ?   These  ques t ions  r e l a t e  t o  t h r ee  spec i f i c  po in t s ,  name ly :

the  “prob lem of  iden t i ty” ;  people  who a re  mobi l i ty  impai red  can  exper ience

a  f ixed  iden t i ty  o f  the  “d i sab led” ,  and  pas to ra l  work  th rough  Chr i s t i an fa i th

communi t i e s  can  he lp  to  dea l  w i th  the  “p rob lem o f  iden t i ty”  th rough

fac i l i t a t ing  a  sense  o f  be long ing  th rough  co l l ec t ive  iden t i ty  tha t  can

s t reng then  pe r sona l  iden t i ty .   The  overa l l  goa l ,  t he re fo re ,  o f  th i s  thes i s  i s

to  f ind  ways  to  dea l  wi th  the  “problem of  iden t i ty” .

The  spec i f i c  a ims  o f  t h i s  s tudy  a re :

1 )  t o  r e f l e c t  on  i den t i t y  f rom a  na r r a t i ve  pe r spec t i ve  t h rough  t heo re t i c a l l y

explor ing  the  no t ion  of  nar ra t ive  iden t i ty  in  chapte r  two;

2)  to  p rov ide  a  theore t i ca l  f r amework  fo r  our  unders tand ing  o f  mobi l i ty

impa i rmen t  which  i s  cons ide red  in  chap te r  th ree ;

3 )  to  deepen  our  unders tand ing  o f  the  impl ica t ions  o f  acqu i red  mobi l i ty

impai rment  wi th  regard  to  iden t i ty  th rough  empi r ica l  research  which  i s

d i scussed  in  chap te r  fou r ,  and

4 )  t o  p r e sen t  a  t heo ry  o f  pa s to r a l  work  fo r  peop l e  who  a r e  mob i l i t y

impa i red  which  i s  addressed  in  chap te r  f ive .

T h e r e  i s  a  n e e d  t o  e x p l o r e  w h a t  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  b e i n g  d i s a d v a n t a g e d  i n

m o b i l i t y  i s  a b o u t .   T h e r e  i s  a l s o  a  n e e d  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  w h a t  r o l e  C h r i s t i a n

fa i th  communi t i e s  p lay  in  address ing  the  “prob lem of  iden t i ty”  so  as  to

re f l ec t  on  the  ca r ing  p rac t i ces  o f  f a i th  communi t i e s .

I  t he r e fo re  wan t  t o  ach i eve  t he  above  a ims  p r imar i l y  t h rough  theo re t i c a l
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a n a l y s i s  f r o m  l i t e r a t u r e  s o u r c e s .   I  w a n t  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  t h e o r y  a n d

p r a x i s  o f  c a r i n g  i n  a  w a y  t h a t  e m p o w e r s  a n d  l i b e r a t e s .   T h i s  w i l l  b e

ach ieved  by  mak ing  a  c r i t i ca l  ana lys i s  o f  t heo r i e s  f rom l i t e ra tu re  abou t  the

ac t ions  of  ca r ing  th rough  fa i th  communi t ies ,  d i sab i l i ty ,  nar ra t ive  iden t i ty

and  a  theory  abou t  embrac ing  peop le  who  exper i ence  no t  be long ing  in  the i r

soc ie t i e s .   Fu r the rmore ,  l imi t ed  empi r i ca l  r e sea rch  wi l l  be  under t aken  to

deepen  ou r  unde r s t and ing  o f  t he  imp l i ca t ions  o f  acqu i r ed  mob i l i t y

impai rment  wi th  regard  to  persona l  and  co l lec t ive  iden t i ty .

1 . 4   T H E  R E A S O N S  F O R  T H I S  S T U D Y

Webb-Mi tche l l  (1996:127)  makes  a  sa l i en t  po in t  abou t  fa i th  communi t i es

and  the i r  invo lvement  wi th  ch i ld ren  who  a re  men ta l ly  d i sab led .   A l though

cr i t i ca l  abou t  fa i th  communi t i es ’  invo lvement  in  ass i s t ing  ch i ld ren  who  a re

men ta l ly  d i sab led  to  be  pa r t  o f  t he  church ,  t h i s  au thor  po in t s  ou t  t ha t

de sp i t e  t he  l a rge ly  apa the t i c  a t t i t ude  o f  t he  f a i t h  commun i ty  t he r e  i s  a

g l immer  o f  hope  in  t ry ing  to  r a i s e  t he  chu rch  f rom i t s  apa thy .  Webb-

Mitchel l  (1996:127)  wr i tes :

I n d e e d ,  t h e  c h u r c h ,  t h e  b o d y  o f  C h r i s t ,  m a y  h a v e  t o  e x p l i c i t l y

p r o c l a i m  i t s e l f  a  s a n c t u a r y  a n d  b e c o m e  a  p l a c e  o f  s a f e k e e p i n g ,

p r a c t i c i n g  t h e  g e s t u r e s  o f  G o d ’ s  m e r c y  f o r  p e o p l e  c o n s i d e r e d

d i s a b l e d ,  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  t r e a t m e n t  i n  a n  i n c r e a s i n g l y  h e a r t l e s s

w o r l d .

In  the  same  way  I  am conv inced  tha t  Chr i s t i an  fa i th  communi t i e s  have  the

ab i l i t y  to  come  a longs ide  peop le  who  a re  mob i l i t y  d i sadvan taged  and

toge the r  w i th  them addres s  t he  “p rob lems  o f  i den t i t y” .   Wha t  Webb-

Mi tche l l  (1996:127)  wr i t es  i s  r e levan t  fo r  th i s  s tudy  because  fa i th

c o m m u n i t i e s  s h o u l d  b e  t h e  e m b o d i m e n t  o f  t h e  m e r c y  o f  G o d .   I n  o t h e r

words ,  fa i th  communi t ies  should  image  God in  h is  mercy .   
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Because  o f  t h i s  conv ic t i on  I  began  to  ponde r  ove r  t he  ques t i ons :  How can

Chr i s t i an  f a i t h  communi t i e s  exe rc i s e  ca r e  i n  a  way  to  make  space  fo r

peop le  who  l ive  wi th  phys ica l  r e s t r i c t ions?   How can  the  f a i th  communi ty

th rough  pas to ra l  work  ass i s t  peop le  who  a re  mobi l i ty  impa i red  wi th  the

“p rob lem o f  i den t i t y”?   How can  the se  peop le ’ s  s t o r i e s  be  r ecogn i sed  and

acknowledged?   I s  i t  poss ib le  to  change  the  s to ry- l ine  of  ind iv idua ls ’

nar ra t ive  to  accompl ish  meaningfu l  in te rpre ta t ion  of  the i r  da i ly  e x i s t e n c e ?

The  above  ques t i ons  cha l l enged  me  abou t  my  own  ro l e  i n  t he  d rama  o f

mobi l i ty  impa i rment .   Th i s  wi l l  g ive  ins igh t  in to  why  th i s  r esea rch  p ro jec t

w a s  c h o s e n .   R e l e v a n t  t o  t h i s  i s  w h a t  R i c o e u r  ( 1 9 9 5 : 3 0 9 )  w r i t e s ,  “ B u t

un l ike  a  c losed  l i t e ra ry  nar ra t ive ,  l i f e  i s  open  a t  bo th  e n d s  . . . ”  a n d :

T h i s  o p e n - e n d e d n e s s  p l a c e s  u s  i n  a  s i t u a t i o n  w h e r e  w e  c a n  b r i n g

o u r s e l v e s  t o g e t h e r  n a r r a t i v e l y  o n l y  b y  s u p e r i m p o s i n g  i n  s o m e  w a y

a  c o n f i g u r a t i o n  w i t h  a  b e g i n n i n g ,  m i d d l e ,  a n d  a n  e n d i n g .   B u t  a t  t h e

s a m e  t i m e ,  w e  a r e  a l w a y s  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  r e v i s i n g  t h e  t e x t ,  t h e

n a r r a t i v e  o f  o u r  l i v e s .   I n  t h i s  s e n s e ,  w e  m a y  c o n s t r u c t  s e v e r a l

n a r r a t i v e s  a b o u t  o u r s e l v e s ,  t o l d  f r o m  s e v e r a l  p o i n t s  o f  v i e w .

This  b r ings  me  to  my  own  s to ry  tha t  con t r ibu ted  to  my  cho ice  o f  s tudy ing

people  who are  mobi l i ty  d isabled  in  re la t ion  to  problems wi th  ident i ty .

Cons ide r ing  wha t  R icoeur  (1995 :309)  wr i t e s  abou t  u s  be ing  in  a  p rocess  o f

r ev i s ing  the  na r r a t i ve  o f  ou r  l i ve s ,  such  r ev i s ion  o f  t he  t ex t  o f  my  l i f e

con t r ibu ted  to  me  embark ing  on  th i s  s tudy  f rom a  na r ra t ive  pe r spec t ive .   I

w i l l  r e f e r  t o  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  p l o t s  t h a t  a r e  c o n n e c t e d  i n  m y  l i f e  t h a t

pe r suaded  t he  d i r ec t i on  o f  t h i s  s t udy .   By  p lo t s  I  mean  wha t  R icoeu r

( 1 9 9 2 : 1 4 6 )  r e f e r s  t o  a s  t h e  n u m e r o u s  e v e n t s  a n d  a c t i o n s  t h a t  c o n n e c t  o v e r

t ime  to  t e l l  a  s to ry .  

My  s to ry  beg ins  w i th  wha t  s eems  a  l ong  t ime  ago .   I  once  wa lked ,  bu t  fo r

the  pas t  15  years  I  have  been  us ing  a  whee lcha i r  fo r  mobi l i ty .   My legs ,  in
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a  s e n s e ,  b e c a m e  w h e e l s  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  m y  m o v e m e n t s .   A s  I  t r i e d  t o  m a k e

sense  o f  my  expe r i ence ,  I  f e l t  a t  a  l o s s  a s  t o  who  I  was .   I  f e l t  no t  on ly

impr i soned  in  my  body ,  bu t  a l so  tha t  t he  p r i son  ba r s  were  c los ing  in  on  me .

As  a  wa lk ing  pe r son  I  had  f e l t  comfo r t ab l e  i n  t he  oppor tun i t i e s  a f fo rded

me,  bu t  “ the  wor ld  o f  the  wa lk ing”  now c losed  doors  to  those  oppor tun i t i es .

My fami l i a r  wor ld  o f  the  wa lk ing  had  become d i s t an t  to  me .   “Who am I?”

“ W h e r e  d o  I  f i t  i n ? ”   “ W h e r e  a m  I  g o i n g ? ”   T h e s e  q u e s t i o n s  r e p e a t e d l y

sang  l ike  a  chorus  in  my head .

Ano the r  pa r t  o f  my  l i f e  s to ry  con t r ibu t ed  to  t he  way  I  r e f l ec t ed  on  the

no t ion  o f  mob i l i t y  impa i rmen t .   I t  was  du r ing  the  p rocess  o f  my  theo log ica l

s tud ies  tha t  the  ch i ld ren  o f  our  f ami ly  had  to  t ake  bo th  our  pa ren t s  to  a  f r a i l

c a r e  h o m e  b e c a u s e  t h e y  w e r e  n o  l o n g e r  a b l e  t o  c a r e  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s .   A f t e r

our  f a the r  d ied ,  a  n e w  w i l l  h a d  t o  b e  m a d e  w i t h  t h e  h e l p  o f  a  s o c i a l  w o r k e r

and  my  b ro the r ;  my  mothe r ’ s  s igna tu re  was  a  thumb p r in t  nex t  to  an  x .

A f t e r  h e r  d e a t h ,  w h e n  I  s a w  t h e  x  o n  a  c o p y  o f  t h e  d o c u m e n t ,  i t

d i s t r e s s ing ly  reminded  me  tha t  th i s  was  wha t  my  mother  had  become in

today’s  wor ld :  an  x .   Her  on ly  c r ime  was  tha t  she  had  g rown o ld ,  f r a i l  and

d i sab led  l ike  so  many  o f  the  res iden t s  in  the  f ra i l  ca re  home.   

I t  w a s  w h i l e  m y  p a r e n t s  w e r e  i n  t h e  f r a i l  c a r e  h o m e  t h a t  I  w a t c h e d  t h e

o t h e r  r e s i d e n t s .   I  o f t e n  s a w  t h e  s a m e  c o n f u s i o n  a t  t h e  l o s s  o f  t h e i r

independence .   Pa ren t s  became  ch i ld ren  and  in  t u rn  the  ch i ld ren  became

t h e  p a r e n t s .   P e o p l e  w h o  h a d  h e l d  p o s i t i o n s  o f  e s t e e m  i n  s o c i e t y  a n d  w h o

s e r v e d  o t h e r s  w e r e  n o w  s e r v e d  b y  n u r s i n g  s t a f f ,  w e l f a r e  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  a n d

vo lun t a ry  he lpe r s .   They  we re  t o ld  how to  do  t h ings ,  when  t o  do  t h ings  and

d e c i s i o n s  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  m a d e  b e f o r e ,  w e r e  m a d e  f o r  t h e m .   I t  w a s  a s  i f  t h e

chorus  was  s ing ing  aga in :  “Who am I?”  “Where  do  I  f i t  in?”

The  nex t  s ign i f i can t  even t  i s  t ha t  I  became  a  p rac t i ca l  t heo log ian  and

acc red i t ed  a s  a  pa s to r a l  t he r ap i s t .   I  had  worked  i n  a  p sych i a t r i c  c l i n i c  a s

a  pa s to r a l  counse l l o r  f o r  a  number  o f  yea r s  and  had  counse l l ed  numerous
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peop le  w i th  va r ious  r e l i g ious ,  soc i a l  and  emot iona l  p rob lems .   However ,

t he re  came  a  t ime  when ,  a s  a  f ema le  p rac t i ca l  t heo log ian  i n  a  whee l cha i r .

I  b e g a n  t o  t h i n k  a b o u t  t h e  w a y  I  c o u l d  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  f i e l d  o f  p r a c t i c a l

theo logy  and  to  the  p rac t i ce  o f  ca r ing  th rough  the  Chr i s t i an  fa i th

communi ty .   

Wha t  Mus imbi  Kanyora  (1996 :9 )  wr i t e s ,  had  r e l evance  fo r  me :  “Ne i the r  do

w e  s e e  t h e o l o g y  a s  w h a t  w e  a r e  t a u g h t  b y  s o m e o n e ,  b u t  w e  s e e  t h e o l o g y  a s

t ak ing  an  exper i ence  tha t  we  have  and  b r ing ing  mean ing  to  tha t  expe r i ence ,

s o  t h a t  w e  c a n  s e e  G o d  i n  w h a t  w e  d o  e v e r y d a y . ”   C o n s i d e r i n g  w h a t

Kanyora  (1996)  wr i t e s ,  I  pondered  how these  even t s  o f  my  l i f e  cou ld  he lp

to  b r ing  my  expe r i ences  to  peop le  who  a re  mob i l i t y  d i sadvan taged  in  a  way

tha t  cou ld  g ive  mean ing  to  the i r  l i ves .   How cou ld  I  con t r ibu te  to  bo th

prac t ica l  theo logy  and  to  people  who a re  d i sadvantaged  in  mobi l i ty?  

Fur thermore ,  Po lk inghorne  (1988:6-7) ,  in  d i scuss ing  nar ra t ive  meaning ,

po in t s  ou t  tha t  sha r ing  s to r i es  i s  impor tan t  to  human  l iv ing  because  i t  g ives

unders tand ing  and  mean ing  to  peop le .   Through  d i scourse ,  in te rac t ion  and

re l a t i onsh ips  w i th  o the r s ,  i den t i t i e s  a r e  deve loped .   Where  s to r i e s  o f

cu l tu ra l ,  soc ia l  and  re l ig ious  communi t ies  a re  recounted ,  the  ind iv idua l ’ s

s tory  i s  a l so  recounted .   This  means  tha t  dur ing  ind iv idua l  and  co l lec t ive

n a r r a t i v e  e x c h a n g e  p e o p l e  d i s c o v e r  w h o  t h e y  a r e .   T h u s ,  n a r r a t i v e s  t h a t

a r e  s h a r e d  b e t w e e n  p e o p l e  c a n  s t r e n g t h e n  i d e n t i t y  p e r s o n a l l y  a n d

col lect ively .

Moreve r ,  R icoeur  (1995 :310)  po in t s  ou t  t ha t  “We a re  a l so  a  cha rac t e r  i n

o the r s ’  s to r i e s  and  h i s to r i e s . . . I n  s h o r t ,  b e i n g  c a u g h t  u p  i n  o t h e r s ’  s t o r i e s

i s  w h a t  c r e a t e s  a n  i n e x t r i c a b l e  a s p e c t  t o  o u r  l i v e s . ”   I  r e a l i s e d  t h e

re l evance  o f  R icoeur ’ s  (1995)  s t a t emen t :  because  o f  my  own g rapp l ing  wi th

i s sues  o f  i den t i t y  I  c an  be  an  a s se t  i n  t he  f i e l d  o f  pa s to r a l  work  t o  peop l e

who  a re  d i sadvan taged  in  mobi l i ty .   My own exper ience  o f  be ing  mobi l i ty

impa i red  p rov ides  me  wi th  compass ion  and  pass ion  wh i l e  be ing  caugh t  up
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in  the  s tor ies  of  people  who are  l iv ing  wi th  be ing  d isadvantaged in  mobi l i ty .

Compass ion  ign i t ed  my  pass ion  fo r  t h i s  s tudy  and  the  i d e a  t h a t the  not ion

o f  na r r a t i ve  i den t i t y  can  a s s i s t  i n  f i nd ing  new mean ing  o f  l i f e  and  t ha t

ga in ing  a  sense  of  be longing  can  empower  people  l iv ing  in  d i sadvantaged

c i r cums tances .   Fu r the rmore ,  t h i s  s t udy  can  be  a  con t r i bu t ion  t o  p r ac t i ca l

theo logy  because ,  a s  a  pas to ra l  t he rap i s t ,  I  am conce rned  abou t  peop le  who

are  d i sadvan taged  in  mobi l i ty .   Thus ,  a s  a  p rac t i ca l  theo log ian  and  a  woman

i n  a  w h e e l c h a i r  I  h a v e  a  p a s s i o n  f o r  t h e  c a u s e  o f  t h e s e  p e o p l e  a s  w e l l  a s

f o r  t h e  r o l e  t h a t  p a s t o r a l  w o r k  c a n  p l a y  t h r o u g h  C h r i s t i a n  f a i t h

communi t i e s .   Hence ,  t hese  above -men t ioned  th ree  na r r a t ive  p lo t s  i n  my

l i f e  merged  to  p rompt  th i s  r e sea rch  p ro jec t  f rom a  theo log ica l  po in t  o f

v i ew.

Consequent ly ,  in  the  nex t  sec t ion  I  wi l l  descr ibe  my theo logica l  pos i t ion ing

fo l lowed  by  my  resea rch  posit ioning,  wh ich  wi l l  en ta i l  t he  r e sea rch

methodo logy .   Las t ly ,  t he  p l an  o f  the  s tudy  and  the  conc lus ion  o f  the

c h a p t e r  a r e  d i scussed .

1 . 5   T H E O L O G I C A L  P O S I T I O N I N G

My focus  i s  on  th ree  pos i t ions ,  namely :  p rac t i ca l  t heo logy  and  spec i f i ca l ly

pas to ra l  work ,  communa l  and  con tex tua l  t heo logy  and las t ly  a  theology of

e m b r a c e .

1 . 5 . 1   A  p r a c t i c a l  t h e o l o g i c a l  p o s i t i o n

Thi s  s tudy  i s  f rom the  pe r spec t ive  o f  p rac t i ca l  t heo logy  and  r e f l ec t i ng  on

a  t h e o l o g y  o f  e m b r a c e .   I t  t a k e s  a  s p e c i f i c  p e r s p e c t i v e  o f  p a s t o r a l  w o r k

prac t i ces  to  peop le  who  a re  d i sadvan taged  in  mobi l i ty .   In  add i t ion ,

cons ide ra t ion  i s  g iven  to  the  respons ib i l i ty  o f  Chr i s t i an  fa i th  communi t i e s ’
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pas to ra l  work  and  wha t  e f fec t  i t  has  on  peop le  who  a re  mobi l i ty  impa i red .

Th i s  means  tha t  a  p rac t i ca l  t heo log ica l  pe r spec t ive  o f  communi ty -based

and  con tex tua l  pas to ra l  work  i s  cons ide red .   

Wha t ,  t hen ,  i s  p r ac t i c a l  t heo logy  abou t ?   P r ac t i c a l  t heo logy  i s  t he  b r anch

o f  t h e o l o g y  t h a t  c o n s i d e r s  a c t i o n s  t h a t  e m b a r k  o n  e n s u r i n g  t h a t  t h e  W o r d

of  God  reaches  peop le .   Thus ,  the  ob jec t  o f  s tudy  fo r  p rac t i ca l  theo logy  i s

the  r e l ig ious  ac t ions  o f  peop le .   I t  dea l s  wi th  i s sues  tha t  concern  p reach ing ,

ca r ing ,  ins t ruc t ion ,  worsh ip  and  se rv ice  (Heyns  and  P ie te r se  1990 :1 -2 ) .

Accord ing ly ,  cen t r a l  t o  p rac t i ca l  t heo logy  i s  t he  word  “ac t ion” .   P rac t i ca l

theo logy’s  focus  i s  on  s tudying  spec i f ic  ac t ions  o f  people  in  re la t ion  to  God

( H e y n s  a n d  P i e t e r s e  1 9 9 0 : 6 - 7 ) .   T h u s ,  h o w  p r a c t i c a l  t h e o l o g y  i s  d e s c r i b e d

becomes  appa ren t  i n  t he  way  these  r e l ig ious  ac t ions  a re  qua l i f i ed .   F i r e t

(1986:26-29) ,  fo r  example ,  desc r ibes  p rac t i ca l  theo logy  as  communica t ive

ac t ions  in  s e rv i ce  o f  t he  gospe l  message .   Fo r  Gerk in  (1984 :63 -64)  t he

focus  i s  on  the  ac t ion  o f  the  incarna t ion  and  the  coming  of  the  k ingdom of

God  to  peop le .   Heyns  and  P i e t e r se  (1990 :6 )  unde r s t and  p rac t i ca l  t heo logy

“ . . . a s  conce rned  w i th  ac t i ons  t ha t  p ropaga t e  t he  gospe l  and  p romote  God’ s

coming  to  the  wor ld .”   

Because  p r ac t i c a l  t heo logy ’ s  ob j ec t  o f  s t udy  i s  u sua l l y  t he  ac t i ons  o f  t he

Chr i s t i an  fa i th  communi ty  and  peop le ’ s  r e l ig ious  ac t ions ,  i t  i s  concerned

w i t h  p r a x i s .   T h e r e f o r e ,  p r a c t i c a l  t h e o l o g y  c a n  b e  d e s c r i b e d  a s  a  b r a n c h  o f

theo logy  tha t  c r i t i ca l ly  re f lec t s  on  what  the  Chr i s t i an  fa i th  communi ty  i s

do ing .   I t  a l so  re f l ec t s  on  peop le ’ s  r e l ig ious  ac t ions  in  soc ie ty  (Heyns  and

P ie t e r se  1990 :12) .

Al though  p rac t i ca l  t heo logy  s tud ies  the  ac t ions  o f  the  Chr i s t i an  f a i th

communi ty ,  i t  i s  not  responsib le  for  the  p r a c t i c e  o f  t h e s e  a c t i o n s .   T h e

Chr i s t i an  fa i th  communi ty  has  the  t a sk  o f  accompl i sh ing  the  theory  o f

ac t ions ,  s tud ied  by  p rac t i ca l  theo log ians ,  in  the  p rax i s  o f  the  congrega t ion .
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Thus ,  the  members  o f  the  Chr i s t i an  fa i th  communi ty  a re  respons ib le  fo r

p reach ing ,  worsh ip  and  ce lebra t ion ,  ins t ruc t ion ,  se rv ice  and  ca r ing  ac t ions .

Thus ,  fo r  th i s  s tudy ,  the  Chr i s t i an  f a i th  communi ty ’ s  t a sks  a re  the  ac t ions

or  opera t ions  of  i t s  own “Chr is t ian  l iv ing”  and  the  “Chr is t ian  l iv ing”  in

soc ie ty .   By  “Chr i s t i an  l iv ing”  I  mean ,  f i r s t ly ,  how the  da i ly  p rac t ices  o f

t h e  g o s p e l  m e s s a g e  a r e  c o n d u c t e d  i n  t h e  c h u r c h  a n d  s e c o n d l y ,  a c t i o n s  t h a t

p romote  the  Word  o f  God  in  soc ie ty .   Consequen t ly ,  p rac t i ca l  t heo logy  i s

no t  on ly  Chr i s t i an  fa i th  communi ty  o r i en ta ted ,  bu t  a l so  inc ludes  the  s tudy

of  Chr i s t i an  r e l ig ious  p rax i s  in  soc ie ty  and  a l l  who  prac t i se  l ibe ra t ing

re l ig ious  ac t ions  (P ie t e r se  and  Dreyer  1995 :32-33) .

I t  means  tha t  the  main  f i e lds  o f  p rac t i ca l  theo logy  s tud ies  may  be

broadened  depend ing  on  how Chr i s t i an  fa i th  communi t i e s  qua l i fy  ac t ions

tha t  desc r ibe  the  opera t iona l  f i e lds .   The  p rac t i ca l  theo log ica l  ob jec t  o f  th i s

s tudy ,  f o r  example ,  i s  t he  ac t i ons  o f  t he  f a i t h  communi ty  whose  member s

are  media tors  in  b r ing ing  God’s  Word  to  people  th rough  ac t s  o f  ca r ing .   The

a c t i o n s  o f  c a r i n g  a r e  p e r f o r m e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  s e r v i c e s  o f  p a s t o r a l  w o r k .

Thus ,  fo r  th i s  s tudy  the  opera t iona l  f i e lds  o f  pas to ra l  work  ac t ions  may  be

seen  a s  t he  member s  o f  t he  chu rch ,  t he  home ,  t he  hosp i t a l ,  t he  consu l t i ng

rooms and  the  soc ia l  contex t  o f  people  who are  impai red  in  mobi l i ty .   

Spec i f i ca l ly ,  pas to ra l  work inco rpo ra t e s  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  c a r e  ( D e

J o n g h  v a n  A r k e l  2 0 0 0 : 1 6 0 ) .   B y  p a s t o r a l  w o r k  I  t h e r e f o r e  m e a n  t h e

d i f f e r en t  t ypes  o f  c a r e ,  n a m e l y  m u t u a l  c a r e ,  p a s t o r a l  c a r e ,  p a s t o r a l

counse l l ing  and  pas tora l  therapy  th rough  fa i th  communi t ies .   I  wi l l  a rgue

tha t  a l l  f ou r  t ypes  o f  pas to ra l  work  ac t ions ,  r e f e r r ed  to  by  De  Jongh  van

Arke l ,  shou ld  be  fa i th  communi ty -based  p rac t i ces .   Th i s  wi l l  be  g iven  more

de ta i l ed  a t t en t ion  in  chap te r  f ive .

T h e  d e m a r c a t i o n  o f  p a s t o r a l  w o r k  a c t i o n s  o f  f a i t h  c o m m u n i t i e s  r e f e r r e d  t o

above  i s  fo r  ana ly t i ca l  purposes ,  bu t  in  p rac t i ce  the re  i s  an  over lapp ing  o f
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ac t ions  and  ope ra t iona l  f i e ld s .   A l so ,  t he  ac t ions  o f  p reach ing ,  pas to ra l

work ,  ins t ruc t ion ,  se rv ice  and  ce lebra t ion  to  some ex ten t  have  d imens ions

tha t  ove r l ap  a t  t imes  (Heyns  and  P ie t e r se  1990 :13 -15 ) .   I n  r e l a t i on  to

pas to ra l  work  i t  means  tha t  the  ac t ions  o f  p reach ing  o r  communica t ion ,

ins t ruc t ion ,  s e rv ice ,  worsh ip  and  ce leb ra t ion  shou ld  each  have  a  pas to ra l

d imens ion .   The re fo re ,  t he  absence  o f  a  pa s to ra l  d imens ion  may  be

nega t ive ,  fo r  example  a  se rmon  tha t  in te l l ec tua l i ses  a  theo log ica l  d i scourse

a b o u t  r e p e n t a n c e  w h e n  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  h a s  e x p e r i e n c e d  t h e  t r a g i c  d e a t h

o f  a  g roup  o f  t he i r  ch i l d r en ,  w i l l  have  a  nega t i ve  impac t .   By  a  pa s to r a l

d imens ion  I  mean  tha t  the  fa i th  communi ty  i s  concerned  wi th  the  i s sues  o f

the  spec i f ic  needs  of  people  in  a l l  i t s  f i e lds  o f  opera t ion .

I t  means ,  fo r  example ,  tha t  the  ac t ion  o f  p reach ing  no t  on ly  has  a  p rophe t i c

(proc la iming)  ro le ,  bu t  a l so  a  pr ies t ly  (pas tora l )  ro le  (Nichols  1987:58) .  A

de ta i l ed  exp lana t ion  o f  th i s  wi l l  be  g iven  in  chap te r  f ive .   I t  i s  th i s

in te rd i sc ip l inary  in te rac t ion  tha t  g ives  ho l i s t i c  ca re  to  people  wi th  spec i f ic

n e e d s .   

The  above  d i scuss ion  sugges t s  a  communa l - con tex tua l  app roach  to  t he

ac t ions  o f  ca r ing  abou t  peop le .   Communa l  means  tha t  the  focus  i s  on

communi ty  in t e rac t ion .   A  con tex tua l  app roach  r e fe r s  t o  f a i th  communi t i e s

be ing  concerned  wi th  the  in te rac t ion  o f  the  Word  o f  God  in  re la t ion  to  the

contex t  o f  spec i f i c  human s i tua t ions  (Ferguson  1988:164) .   

1 . 5 . 2   C o n t e x t u a l  a n d  f a i t h  c o m m u n i t y - b a s e d  t h e o l o g y

S i n c e  t h e  f o r m a l  e n d i n g  o f  a p a r t h e i d  in  South  Afr ica  in  1994,  t he  coun t ry

h a s  f a ced  the  mass ive  t a sk  o f  r econs t ruc t ing  and  ins t i l l ing  democra t i c

in t en t ions  t oward  a l l  peop le .   The  cha l l enges  were  and  s t i l l  a r e  eno rmous

because  o f  g ro s s  pove r ty  and  su f f e r i ng ,  HIV/AIDS ,  economic  and  po l i t i c a l

recons t ruc t ion ,  unemployment  and  homelessness .   Dreyer  (2002 :1-2)  po in t s

ou t  t ha t  t he  ove r f low o f  apa r the id  in jus t i ce s  combined  wi th  pos t - apa r the id
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r econs t ruc t ion  poses  immense  con tex tua l  cha l l enges  tha t  cha l l enge  the

Chr is t ian  re l ig ion  to  cont r ibute  to  meet ing  t h e m.

Chr i s t i an  f a i t h  communi t i e s  canno t  a s sume  tha t  t hey  can  p l ay  a  ro l e  i n

Sou th  Af r i ca .   Unden iab ly  the  pas t  h i s to ry  o f  ac t ive  o r  pas s ive  suppor t  o f

apar the id  ideo logy  by  mos t  fa i th  communi t ies  p layed  a  l a rge  par t  in

c r ea t i ng  t he se  con t ex tua l  cha l l enges .   I t  r a i s e s  t he  ques t i on :  Can  Chr i s t i an

f a i t h  c o m m u n i t i e s  c o n t r i b u t e  i n  t h e  p o s t - a p a r t h e i d  e r a  t o  meet ing

con tex tua l  cha l l enges  in  Sou th  Af r i ca?   

Unques t ionably ,  there  were  re l ig ious  leaders  who d id  p lay  an  impor tan t  ro le

in  c r e a t i n g  a  pa th  to  democracy  in  Sou th  Af r i ca .   Leade r s ,  t o  men t ion  a

f e w ,  s u c h  a s  D e s m o n d  T u t u ,  S t a n l e y  M o g o b a ,  B e y e r s  N a u d e  a n d  B i s h o p

Michae l  Nut ta l l  worked  ac t ive ly  beh ind  and  in  f ron t  o f  the  scenes  to

d i sman t l e  apa r the id .   Chr i s t i an  f a i th  l eade r s  were  pa r t  o f  p reven t ing  a  c iv i l

war  and  ass i s t ed  in  the  pe r iod  o f  po l i t i ca l  and  soc ia l  t r ans i t ion  to

democracy  (Cass idy  1995 :107-118) .

Consequen t ly ,  t he  con f l i c t i ng  na r r a t i ve  o f  Sou th  Af r i ca  and  the  ro l e  o f  t he

Chr i s t i an  re l ig ion  po in t s  to  bo th  the  mass ive  t ask  tha t  cha l lenges  fa i th

communi t ies ,  ye t  the  hope  and  convic t ion  tha t  fa i th  communi t ies  can  fo l low

the  examples  o f  t hese  l eade r s  who  s t rugg led  fo r  new hope  in  Sou th  Af r i ca

and  the  p rac t i ce  o f  con tex tua l  t heo logy .   

W h a t  i s  m e a n t  b y  c o n t e x t u a l  t h e o l o g y ?   T h e  d i c t i o n a r y  o f  p a s t o r a l  c a r e

a n d  c o u n s e l l i n g  (Hunte r  1990:224)  desc r ibes  con tex tua l  theo logy  as :  

A l l  t h e o l o g i z i n g  i s  d o n e  f r o m  a  p a r t i c u l a r  p o i n t  o f  v i e w ,  i n  t e r m s  o f

t h e  p e r s p e c t i v e s  ( i n c l u d i n g  t h e  b i a s e s )  o f  t h e  p r o d u c e r s  o f  t h e

t h e o l o g y .   T h o s e  w h o  a r e  d o i n g  t h e  t h e o l o g i z i n g  h a v e  p a r t i c u l a r

q u e s t i o n s  i n  t h e i r  m i n d s  a r i s i n g  f r o m  t h e i r  l i f e  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h i n

t h e  c u l t u r e  i n  w h i c h  t h e y  p a r t i c i p a t e .   A s  t h e y  s t u d y  a n d  r e f l e c t  o n
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t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  ( a n d / o r  o t h e r  s o u r c e s  t o  w h i c h  t h e y  l o o k  f o r

a s s i s t a n c e )  t h e y  s e e k  t o  d i s c o v e r  a n d  f o r m u l a t e  a n s w e r s  t o  t h o s e

q u e s t i o n s .   I n  t h i s  w a y ,  t h e o l o g y  c o m e s  i n t o  b e i n g .

Moreover ,  Russe l l  (1993 :21-22)  a rgues  tha t  fo r  f emin i s t  t heo logy  the

connec t ion  in  the  fa i th  communi ty  i s  th rough  fa i th  in  Jesus  Chr i s t  working

for  the  fu l l  humani ty  of  women and a l l  Gods’  ch i ldren .  Feminis t  theology

has  con t r ibu ted  to  the  deve lopment  o f  con tex tua l  t heo logy .   Femin i s t

t heo r i e s  evo lved  f rom t ry ing  to  make  sense  o f  women’s  r ea l i t y  i n  t he i r

expe r i ences  o f  opp re s s ion .   Femin i s t  t heo r i e s  have  d i f f e r en t  app roaches  t o

express  va lues ,  be l i e f s  and  mean ing .   However ,  t he  d i f f e ren t  fo rms  o f

femin i sm have  in  common the  cause  o f  d i sc r imina t ion  aga ins t  and

oppres s ion  o f  women .   L ibe ra t ion  theo logy  i s  an  example  o f  a  f emin i s t

approach  tha t  i s  conce rned  abou t  empowerment  o f  women ,  bu t  a l so  inc ludes

any  pe r son  who  i s  ma rg ina l i s ed  i n  soc i e ty .   The  emphas i s  i s  on  t he

exper ience  of  the  oppressed  whi le  l iv ing  in  the i r  soc ie t ies  (Russe l l  1993:22-

23;  Watkins  Al i  1999:64) .

Thus ,  t he  fo rm o f  con tex tua l  t heo logy  tha t  I  w i l l  cons ide r  i s  a  fo rm o f

l i be ra t ion  theo logy  tha t  s eeks  t o  l i be ra t e  and  empower  a l l  peop le  who  a re

marg ina l  pe r sons ,  exc luded ,  r e j ec t ed  and  s t e r eo typed  because  t hey  a r e

pe rce ived  a s  the  d i f f e ren t  o the r .   Doehr ing  (1999 :105) ,  wh i l e  cons ide r ing

some  c r i t e r i a  r e l a t ed  to  con tex tua l  pas to ra l  t heo logy ,  r eminds  the  r eade r

tha t  r ecen t  con tex tua l  t heo log ie s  combine  he rmeneu t i ca l  and  emanc ipa to ry

p r a x i s  m e t h o d s .   T h e s e  m e t h o d s  h a v e  c r e a t e d  a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  p a s t o r a l

ca re  a s  pa r t  o f  a  b roade r  cu l tu ra l ,  soc i a l  and  r e l i g ious  con tex t .   Similarly ,

Watk ins  A l i  (1999 :63 )  wr i t e s  abou t  wha t  she  ca l l s  pa s to ra l  t heo logy ;  t ha t

a  depa r tu re  po in t  t o  a  con tex tua l  app roach  “beg ins  w i th  a  focus  on

exper ience  ind igenous  to  the  pa r t i cu la r  cu l tu ra l  con tex t” .

Because  focus  i s  g iven  to  the  communal -cu l tu ra l  and  con tex tua l  d imens ions

of  l i fe ,  feminis t  theory  g ives  a t t en t ion  spec i f i ca l ly  to  the  o rd inary  l ived
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e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  w o m e n  a n d  p e o p l e  w h o  e x p e r i e n c e  b e i n g  o p p r e s s e d  b y

s o c i e t y .   R u s s e l l  ( 1 9 9 3 : 2 1 )  c o m m e n t s  t h a t  i n  t e r m s  o f  f e m i n i s t

in t e rp re ta t ion  o f  the  church  the  cen t ra l  connec t ion  i s  how to  work  ou t

b r ing ing  fa i th ,  f emin i sm,  church  and  wor ld  toge the r .   Mi l l e r -McLemore

(1999:80)  main ta ins  tha t  to  th ink  abou t  p rac t i ca l  theo logy  f rom a  femin i s t

t heo log ica l  pe r spec t ive  needs  p rophe t i c ,  t r ans fo rma t ive  cha l l enges  to  be

brough t  to  sys tems  o f  power  in  soc ie ty  and  re l ig ion .   The  above  au thor

t h e r e f o r e  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  a  b r o a d e r  p e r s p e c t i v e  o f  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  o f

conven t iona l  pas to ra l  work  i s  needed  when  dea l ing  wi th  peop le  cons ide red

d i f f e r en t .   

Thus ,  Mi l l e r -McLemore  (1999 :80)  r e fe r s  t o  H i l tne r ,  who  in  1958  desc r ibed

the  ac t ions  o f  ca re  as  hea l ing ,  sus ta in ing ,  gu id ing  and  reconc i l ing  and  adds

tha t  th i s  desc r ip t ion  was  amended  in  1964  by  Clebsch  and  Jaek le  to  inc lude

res i s t ing ,  empower ing ,  nur tu r ing  and  l ibe ra t ing .   Bu t  a s  Mi l l e r -McLemore

(1999:81)  po in t s  ou t ,  the  moda l i t i e s  in t roduced  by  femin i sm and  womenism

i n c l u d e  p a s t o r a l  p r a c t i c e s  o f  r e s i s t i n g ,  e m p o w e r i n g ,  n u r t u r i n g  a n d

l i be r a t i ng .  These  ex t r a  moda l i t i e s  mus t  be  g iven  more  a t t en t i on  because

they  c r ea t e  a  b roade r  s cope  i n  wh ich  t o  cons ide r  a  pa s to ra l  work  p rax i s .

Th i s  ex tended  scope  i s  expla ined by the  above  au thor  as  a  f emin i s t  pa s to ra l

theo logy  tha t  b reaks  the  s i l ence  o f  shame  and  gu i l t .   I t  i n s i s t s  on  t e l l ing  the

t r u t h  a n d  c a l l s  f o r  c o n f e s s i o n  a n d  r e p e n t a n c e  t h a t  m o v e  t o w a r d s

fo rg iveness  and  r econc i l i a t i on .   In  o the r  words ,  i t  i s  abou t  a  p rac t i ca l

theo logy  of  embrace .   This  wi l l  be  expla ined  in  a  l a te r  sec t ion  of  th i s

c h a p t e r .

The  re levance  o f  wha t  Mi l l e r -McLemore  (1999)  sugges t s ,  in  my  op in ion ,  i s

tha t  pas to ra l  work  ac t ions  can  p lay  a  ro l e  th rough  p rac t i ces  o f  r e s i s t ing  and

empower ing  tha t  can  l ibe ra t e  peop le  to  r ec l a im pe r sona l  iden t i ty .   I t  means

t h a t  a n y  r e s i s t a n c e  o f  o p p r e s s i v e  s o c i a l  s t ruc tu res  i s  no t  mere ly  pass ive

d i s a g r e e m e n t ,  b u t  r a t h e r  a l s o  a  p o l i t i c a l  a c t .   I t  m e a n s  t h a t  s y s t e m s  o f

exc lus ion ,  any  den ia l  to  people  o f  a  sense  of  be longing ,  need  to  be
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acknowledged  and  ac t i ve ly  r e s i s t ed .   Because  o f  t h i s  b roade r  pe rcep t ion

of  ca r ing  tha t  i s  conce rned  wi th  soc ia l  and  po l i t i ca l  p rac t i ces ,  f emin i s t

theo log ies  can  cont r ibu te  to  th i s  s tudy .

The  above  a rgumen t  l inks  communal  and  contex tua l  p rax is  in  a  common

goa l .   Mon ika  J akobs  (1996 :36 )  makes  a  s a l i en t  po in t ,  t ha t  women’ s

movements  in  c h u r c h e s  r e c o g n i s e d tha t  wha t  was  r equ i r ed  was  no t  on ly  a

ca l l  for  equal  r ights ,  but  a l so  fu l l  par t ic ipa t ion  in  forming theologica l  theory

a s  a  p r i o r i t y .   I t  w a s  a n d  s t i l l  i s  a  p r i m e  s o u r c e  f o r  a n  a l t e r n a t i v e

unde r s t and ing  o f  t heo logy  and  p rax i s  o f  f a i t h  communi t i e s .   The  r e l evance

of  th i s ,  t he re fo re ,  i s  t ha t  t heory  and  con tex tua l i ty  o r  p rax i s  mus t  have  equa l

impor t ance  so  tha t  a  t heo logy  o f  l i be ra t ion  and  empowermen t  r e l a t e s  to  the

re l ig ious  and individual  s i tua t ion and the  rea l i ty  of  h is tor ica l ,  pol i t ica l  and

soc ia l  s i tua t ions  of  l i fe .

Wha t  Jakobs  (1996 :36)  sugges t s  de f in i t e ly  means  tha t  theory  and  p rax i s  a re

c lose ly  l i nked  to  a  theo logy  tha t  l i be ra t e s  and  empowers .   I t  i s  t he  t a sk  o f

p rac t i ca l  theo logy  to  s tudy  the  ac t ions  o f  Chr i s t i an  fa i th  communi t i e s .

P r a c t i c a l  t h e o l o g i a n s  r e f l e c t  o n  a c t i o n s  o f  c a r e  in  the  context  of  re l ig ious

v a l u e s  a n d  m e a n i n g s  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  f a i t h  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  p e o p l e ’ s

ord ina ry  da i ly  l ives .   These  mean ings  and  va lues  a re  based  on  b ib l i ca l

teach ings ,  bu t  unders tand ing  these  b ib l ica l  t each ings  i s  no t  d e t a c h e d  f r o m

people’s  ord inary  da i ly  l ives .   

I t  means  tha t  Chr i s t i an  fa i th  communi t i e s  a re  one  o f  the  many  ins t i tu t ions

tha t  a re  en tang led  wi th  the  na r ra t ives  o f  peop le  who  a re  mobi l i ty

d i s advan t aged .   I  w i l l  a rgue  t ha t  t he  chu rch  shou ld  enac t  t he  embod imen t

o f  t he  gospe l  message .   Th i s  means  t ha t  f a i t h  communi t i e s  im i t a t e  a

concre te  fo rm of  the  love  and  compass ion  o f  the  Tr iune  God’s  love  in

remembrance  o f  t he  even t  o f  J e sus ’  s e l f -g iv ing  on  the  c ros s  (Vo l f

1996:70) .   I t  i s  a  love  tha t  embraces  a l l  humankind .   
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Howeve r ,  peop le  l i v ing  w i th  phys i ca l  r e s t r i c t i ons  o f t en  expe r i ence

exc lus ion  in  the i r  eve ryday  l ives  and  can  f ind  tha t  a  sense  o f  be long ing  i s

absen t .   Some  peop le  who  a re  d i sab led  and  consequen t ly  expe r i ence

exc lus ion  because  they  canno t  r egu la r ly  ge t  to  church ,  such  as  the  e lde r ly

f ra i l ,  can  f ee l  t ha t  t hey  have  been  fo rgo t t en  by  the i r  churches .  Wi thou t

r e s e r v a t i o n  t h e r e  i s  a  n e e d  f o r  t h e s e  n e g a t i v e  c o n n o t a t i o n s  a b o u t  f a i t h

communi t i e s  t o  be  r ec t i f i ed .   Thus ,  a  t heo logy  o f  embrace  i s  a  p r imary

cons ide ra t ion  o f  t h i s  s tudy  in  an  a t t empt  to  f ind  a  way  to  change  these

nega t ive  connota t ions  to  pos i t ive  ones ,  an  embrace  based  on  b ib l i ca l  be l i e f s

and  va lues .

None the les s ,  ou r  under s t and ing  o f  the  na r ra t ives  in  the  B ib le  g ive  enough

s u p p o r t  f o r  p r a c t i c e s  o f  e m b r a c e  t h a t  c a n  a d d r e s s  t h e  o r d i n a r y  d a i l y

contex t  o f  the  l ives  o f  people  who a re  mobi l i ty  impai red .   An  example  i s  the

s t o r y  o f  t h e  g o o d  S a m a r i t a n  ( L u k e  1 0 : 3 3 - 3 7  N A S V ) .   T h e  S a m a r i t a n s  w e r e

d e s p i s e d  a n d  e x c l u d e d  f r o m  i d e n t i f y i n g  w i t h  t h e  J e w s .   T h e  S a m a r i t a n  h a d

eve ry  r ea son  t o  wa lk  on  t he  o the r  s i de  o f  t he  road .   I n s t ead ,  he  chose  t o

see  to  t he  needs  o f  t he  in ju red  Jewish  man  l y i n g  o n  t h e  r o a d s i d e .   H e

sub j ec t ed  h imse l f  t o  t he  c i r cums tance  o f  t he  i n ju r ed  man .   He  cou ld  have

b e e n  a t t a c k e d  a n d  r o b b e d  b y  t h o s e  w h o  h a d  r o b b e d  t h e  m a n ,  b u t  h e  w a s

w i l l i n g  t o  t a k e  t h e  r i s k  a n d  t o  a t t e n d  t o  t h e  i n j u r e d  J e w .   F i r s t ,  h e  a t t e n d e d

to  h i s  bod i ly  needs ,  then  h i s  ma te r i a l  needs  and  then  p rov ided  fo r  h i s  needs

in  the  fu tu re .  J e sus  conc luded  th i s  s to ry  by  say ing  “Yes ,  now go  and  do  the

same”  (Luke  10 :37  LB) .

In  r e l a t ion  to  peop le  who  a re  d i sadvan taged  in  mob i l i ty ,  i t  means  tha t  f a i th

communi t i e s  need  to  s t a r t  th ink ing  abou t  wha t  can  b r ing  mean ing  in  l i f e  fo r

people  who l ive  wi th  mobi l i ty  d i sadvantages .   Theology  based  on  our

unders tand ing  of  the  Bib le  p lays  an  impor tan t  ro le  in  th i s  re f lec t ion  wi th

t h e  a i m  t o  s t i m u l a t e  a c t i o n s  o f  c h a n g e  t h a t  e n a b l e  t h e s e  p e o p l e  t o

exper ience  iden t i fy ing  wi th  the i r  f a i th  communi t i es  and  to  have  a  sense  o f

belonging.   
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I  wi l l  the re fo re  a rgue  tha t  a  theo logy  o f  embrace  i s  abou t  iden t i fy ing  wi th

ano ther  wi th  compass ion ,  love  and  pass ion .   Iden t i fy ing  wi th  ano ther  wi th

compass ion ,  love  and  pass ion  i s  i l lus t ra ted  in  the  s to ry  o f  the  good

Samar i t an .  

1 . 5 . 3   A  t h e o l o g y  o f  e m b r a c e

For  t h i s  s t udy  t he  ope ra t i ona l  f i e ld s  o f  pa s to r a l  work  we re  qua l i f i ed  a s  t he

church ,  home,  hospi ta l ,  consul t ing  rooms and socia l  da i ly  l iv ing  context  of

peop le .   How then  may  we  cons ide r  a  pa s to ra l  work  o f  embrace  w i th in

these  ope ra t iona l  f i e lds?

Accord ing  to  Vol f  (1996:127)  the  compass ion  and  pass ion  of  the  Tr iune  God

embraces  a l l  humankind.   God ident i f ied  wi th  humankind through g iv ing

h i m s e l f  f o r  t h e  s i n s  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  h e  c r e a t e d .   I n  a  t h e o l o g y  o f  e m b r a c e  w e

need  t o  r e f l ec t  t he  s ame  compass ion  and  l ove  o f  God  wi th  a  pa s s ion .   I n

eve ry  sense  a  t heo logy  o f  embrace  i s  communa l  and  con tex tua l  i n  t he

in te rac t ion  be tween  the  fa i th  communi ty  and  peop le ’ s  l ives .

Vol f  (1996:101-112) ,  re fe rs  to  a  Chr i s t ian  d i sc ip lesh ip  tha t  involves  the

m e t a p h o r  o f  “ e m b r a c e ”  t h a t  c a n  b e  o f  h e l p  i n  t h e  a b o v e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

Vol f  (1996:146)  wr i tes :

A s  a  m e t a p h o r ,  e m b r a c e  i m p l i e s  t h a t  t h e  s e l f  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  b e l o n g

t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e i r  m u t u a l  a l t e r i t y .   F o r  t h e  s e l f  s h a p e d  b y  t h e  c r o s s

o f  C h r i s t  a n d  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  t r i u n e  G o d ,  h o w e v e r ,  e m b r a c e  i n c l u d e s

n o t  j u s t  t h e  o t h e r  w h o  i s  a  f r i e n d  b u t  a l s o  t h e  o t h e r  w h o  i s  t h e

e n e m y .

In  o the r  words ,  t he  me taphor  “embrace”  i s  u sed  t o  fo rm a  mode l  o f  how

human be ings  should  re la te  to  one  ano the r .   Accord ing  to  Vo l f  (1996 :100)

f o u r  m a i n  t h e m e s  s h a p e  t h e  n o t i o n  o f  e m b r a c e .   T h e s e  a r e  r e p e n t a n c e ,
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fo rg iveness ,  mak ing-space- in -onese l f - fo r -ano the r  and  hea l ing  o f  memory .

Al though  Vol f  g ives  cons iderab le  focus  to  the  idea  o f  reconc i l i a t ion ,  I  e l ec t

t o  u s e  t h e  f r a m e w o r k  o f  t h e  t h e m e  o f  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  a s  t h e  b a c k g r o u n d  i n

the  d i scuss ion  abou t  fa i th  communi t i es ’  pas to ra l  work  p rax i s  to  peop le  who

are  mobi l i ty  impai red .   The  main  focus  wi l l  be  on  making  space  in  onese l f

fo r  ano the r  and  hea l ing  o f  memory ,  w i th  some  a t t en t ion  be ing  g iven  to

confess ion  o f  wrong  do ing ,  r epen tance  and  fo rg iveness .

The  impor tance  o f  the  background  o f  r econc i l i a t ion  i s  Vo l f ’ s  (1996 :100-

102)  p roposa l  t ha t  i t  means  add re s s ing  t he  sp i r i t ua l i t y  o f  t he  pe r son .   I t

means  tha t  f rom a  Chr i s t i an  sp i r i tua l i ty  po in t  o f  v iew dea l ing  wi th  the  da i ly

l iv ing  s i tua t ions  of  people  in  the i r  re l ig ious ,  soc ia l ,  cu l tura l  and  pol i t ica l

s o c i e t i e s  t h a t  r e n d e r  t h e m  p o w e r l e s s  ( C o c h r a n e ,  D e  G r u c h y  &  P e t e r s e n

1991:53-54,  Schneiders  1995:20) .

I t  m e a n s  t h a t  C h r i s t i a n  f a i t h  c o m m u n i t i e s  n e e d  t o  e m b r a c e  t h o s e  s u f f e r i n g

the  s in  o f  opp re s s ive  s t ruc tu re s  i n  soc i e t i e s .   S t e rkens  (2001 :75 -76 )  po in t s

ou t  tha t  human  be ings  l i ve  in  a  p lu r i fo rmed  soc ie ty .   D i f f e ren t  be l i e f s ,

va lue s ,  no rms ,  i n t e rp r e t a t i ons  and  mean ings  o f  r e a l i t y  co -ex i s t  and  a r e

mani fes ted  in  po l i t i ca l ,  cu l tu ra l ,  soc ia l  and  re l ig ious  s t ruc tu res  o f  human

e x i s t e n c e .   The  resu l t  i s  d ive rse  v iewpoin t s  o f  d i f fe ren t  soc ia l i s ing  en t i t i e s

tha t  in f i l t r a te  f rom the  macro- leve l  o f  soc ie ty  to  the  mic ro- leve l  o f  da i ly

l i v e s .   B e r g e r  a n d  L u c k m a n  ( 1 9 9 1 : 1 3 )  r e f e r  t o  s y m b o l i c  u n i v e r s e s  t h a t

r ep resen t  bod ies  o f  theo re t i ca l  t r ad i t ions  in t eg ra t ing  d i f f e ren t  mean ing

th rough  ins t i tu t iona l  o rde r .   In  o the r  words ,  wor ld -v iews  a re  e s t ab l i shed  as

a  soc ia l  p rocess  o f  cons t i tu t ing  mean ing  fo r  human  ex i s t ence .   “Wor ld -

v iew”  accord ing  to  S te rkens  (2001 :7)  “ re la tes  to  concep t ion ,  ideas ,  no t ions ,

op in ions  and  v iews  which  a re  p reva len t  i n  a  soc i e ty  and  t he  e f f ec t i ve

behav ioura l  pa t t e rns  which ,  so  peop le  be l i eve ,  accord  wi th  such  no t ions” .

Accord ing ly ,  f rom the  po in t  o f  v iew of  pas to ra l  work  p rax i s ,  i t  means  tha t

a  soc ie ty ’ s  t r ad i t ions ,  wh ich  a re  made  up  o f  be l i e f s ,  va lues ,  mean ings  and
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e x p e c t a t i o n s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  s h a p e d  b y  t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h a t

soc ie ty ,  need  to  be  t aken  in to  cons ide ra t ion .   Re l ig ious ,  soc io -cu l tu ra l ,

po l i t i c a l  and  economic  sys t ems  o f  be l i e f s ,  va lues  and  mean ings  a r e  pa r t  o f

the  p rocess  o f  deve lop ing  and  f ix ing  the  expec ta t ion  o f  a  soc ie ty .   Thus ,

t rad i t ions  in f luence  the  co l l ec t ive ly  deve loped  expec ta t ions  o f  a  soc ie ty

a n d  c a n  b e c o m e  p o w e r  s t r u c t u r e s  o r  a g e n c i e s  o f  a  s o c i e t y ,  w h i c h  m a y

include  spec i f ic  d imensions  of  pol i t ica l ,  soc ia l ,  re l ig ious  or  cu l tura l  power

s t ruc tu res  tha t  have  an  in f luence  on  those  in  a  pa r t i cu la r  soc ia l  l iv ing

env i ronment .   As  Young  (1990 :56)  expresses ,  power les sness  i s  f r equen t ly

expe r i enced  in  mode rn  soc i e ty  because  some  soc i a l  agen t s  domina te  and

thus  a s sume  the  power  t o  dec ide  fo r  o the r s .   Thus ,  a  t heo logy  o f  embrace

needs  to  a s sume  the  pos i t i on  o f  “mak ing- space - fo r -ano the r”  in  coun te r -

r e s i s t a n c e  o f  o p p r e s s i v e  s o c i a l  a g e n c i e s  o r  s t r u c t u r e s .   I  w i l l   t h e r e f o r e

con t inue  to  a rgue  th roughou t th i s  s tudy  tha t  a  theo logy  o f  embrace  can  he lp

f a i t h  c o m m u n i t i e s  t o  m a k e - s p a c e - i n - “ s e l f ” - f o r - a n o t h e r ,  t a k e  m o r a l

re spons ib i l i ty  and  embrace  the  su f fe r ing  o f  “ano the r” .

T h e  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  e m p h a s i s  o n  e m p o w e r i n g  t h e  p o w e r l e s s  i s  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t

t h e  s t a t e  o f  p o w e r l e s s n e s s  a n d  t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  t h a t  r e n d e r  p e o p l e  p o w e r l e s s ,

mus t  be  ac t ive ly  r e s i s t ed .   The  idea  i s  tha t  the  ro le  o f  the  v ic t im and

pe rpe t r a to r  mus t  neve r  be  r eve r sed  to  avo id  any  poss ib i l i t y  o f  r ende r ing

any  person  power less  aga in  (Vol f  1996 :104-106) .

A n  e x a m p l e  o f  t h i s  m a y  b e  g i v e n  w h e n  w e  c o n s i d e r  t h e  p a s t  o p p r e s s i v e

s t ruc tu res  o f  apa r the id  in  Sou th  Af r i ca .   The  d i sman t l ing  o f  apa r the id

s y s t e m s  e m p o w e r e d  p e o p l e  w h o  h a d  b e e n  r e n d e r e d  p o w e r l e s s .   H o w e v e r ,

wha t  mus t  be  kep t  in  mind  and  p reven ted  i s  tha t  apa r the id  mus t  never

happen  aga in  in  any  fo rm wha t soeve r .

I t  i s  b e c a u s e  o f  u n r e s o l v e d  s i t u a t i o n s  o f  p o w e r l e s s n e s s ,  l i b e r a t i o n  t h a t

r econc i l e s  be tween  the  “p r iv i l eged”  and  the  “power le s s”  in  a  soc ie ty  i s

d i f f i cu l t  to  e s tab l i sh .   S i tua t ions  o f  oppress ive  soc io -cu l tu ra l  s t ruc tu res  a re
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expe r i enced  by  peop le ,  such  a s  v i c t ims  o f  fu l l -b lown  AIDS,  t e rmina l

i l lnesses ,  some  chron ic  i l lnesses ,  peop le  who  a re  f ra i l  and  e lde r ly ,  h ig h-

l e ve l  quadr ip leg ic  persons  and  people  exper ienc ing  some psych ia t r i c

condi t ions .   

I n  soc i e ty  whe re  t he  emphas i s  i s  p l aced o n  u n c r i t i c a l normat ive  meanings

and  va lues  t he re  i s  t he  marked  dange r  t ha t  d i s to r t ed  ideo log ie s  o f

opp re s s ion  can  pave  t he  way  fo r  exc lu s ion  o f  t he  above -men t ioned  peop l e .

Somet imes  human  ac t ions  tha t  a re  gu ided  by  c r i t i ca l  e th ics  embodied  in  the

n a r r a t i v e  o f  t h e  g o s p e l  o f  C h r i s t  a r e  d i s c a r d e d .   T h e  d a n g e r  i s  t h a t

Chr is t ian  fa i th  communi t ies  may not  a lways  be  wholehear ted ly  involved  in

r e s i s t i n g  e x c l u s i o n a r y  p r a c t i c e s .   T h e  d a n g e r  o f  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  w e  a r e

wai t ing  for  f ina l  reconci l ia t ion  in  heaven  and  t h a t  w e  p r a y  f o r  t h i s  b e c a u s e

no th ing  much  can  be  done  abou t  t he  ev i l  o f  opp re s s ion  now,  o f t en  l e aves  a

d i s to r ted  u top ian  sys tem of  re l ig ion  tha t  succumbs  to  “p ie  in  the  sky”

p a s t o r a l  w o r k .   I t  r e s u l t s  i n  a  p e r s p e c t ive  abou t  oppres s ion  tha t  r e su l t s  i n

ignoring,  avoiding or  be ing indi f ferent  to  the  su f fe r ings  o f  peop le .

C o c h r a n e ,  D e  G r u c h y  a n d  P e t e r s e n  ( 1 9 9 1 : 6 1 )  w h e n  s p e a k i n g  o f  t h e  c h u r c h

in  re la t ion  to  the  poor  wr i t e  “churches  t end  to  ha rbour  pe t i t -bourgeo i s

a sp i r a t ions ,  hence  the  s t r e s s  on  r e spec t ab i l i t y  and  confo rmi ty . . . ” .

Thus ,  I  a rgue  tha t  i t  i s  v i t a l  to  focus  no t  on  how to  ob ta in  the  f ina l

r econc i l i a t ion ,  bu t  r a the r  how to  l ive  wi th  s i tua t ions  when  the  f ina l

r econc i l i a t i on  i s  ab sen t .   I t  may  he lp  p rov ide  wha t  Eies land (1994b:116)

r e f e r s  t o  a s  a  c o m m u n i o n  o f  s t r u g g l e  t h a t  b r i n g s  c h a n g e  t o  e x c l u s i o n a r y

p r a c t i c e s .   T h e  c o m m u n i o n  o f  s t r u g g l e  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  r e s i s t a n c e  b y

Chr i s t i ans  aga ins t  any  oppress ion  o f  peop le .

When ,  however ,  r econc i l i a t i on  be tween  the  des t ruc t iveness  o f  oppres s ive

s t r u c t u r e s  a n d  e m p o w e r m e n t  f r o m  o p p r e s s i o n  i n  s o c i e t i e s  i s  s e e n  a s  t h e

work  of  the  Tr iune  God  i t  sugges t s  a  communion  of  s t rugg le  in  the  p resen t

s i t ua t ion .   A l so ,  when  i t  i s  s een  f rom the  pe r spec t ive  o f  a  new beg inn ing  to
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t h i s  wor ld  tha t  r e s t s  i n  t he  pas s ion  o f  God’s  compass iona te  l ove ,  t hen  the

no t ions  o f  “embrace”  and  a  “communion  o f  s t rugg le”  can  be  deve loped  in

the  “here  and  now”  o f  Chr i s t i an  l iv ing  in  conf l i c t  and  non- reconc i l ab le

s i tua t ions .   I t  con t inues  the  Chr i s t i an  metaphor  of  the  k ingdom of  God be ing

accompl i shed  in  the  p resen t  and  moving toward  comple t ion  eschato logica l ly

(Eies land 1994b:116;  Volf  1996:110) .

Consequen t ly ,  t he  hope  fo r  e scha to log ica l  comple t ion  i s  found  in  the  “he re

a n d  n o w ” ,  o f  w h a t  I  r e f e r  t o  a s  t h e  c o n f l i c t  b e t w e e n  p o w e r l e s s n e s s  a n d

empowerment ,  in  the  no t ion  o f  “embrace” .    I t  i s  the  se l f -g iv ing  ac t  o f  the

Tr iune  God th rough  the  se l f -g iv ing  of  Chr i s t  by  suf fe r ing  the  c ross  fo r  the

“ o t h e r ”  o f  h u m a n k i n d .   T h e  a c t  o f  t h e  s u f f e r i n g  C h r i s t  c o n v e y s  r e p e n t a n c e

and  fo rg iveness  (Vo l f  1996 :112) .   A l though  Jesus  demanded  changes  to

oppress ive  s i tua t ions  the  co re  o f  h i s  message  was  the  uncond i t iona l  love  o f

God  and  the  need  fo r  repen tance  o f  a l l  humankind .

Th i s  means  t ha t  t o  r e s to re  communion  be tween  two  con f l i c t i ng  s ides ,  o r

soc ia l  po in t s  o f  v i ew,  Chr i s t i ans  have  an  example  tha t  God  gave  up  h imse l f

on  the  c ross  in  o rde r  no t  to  g ive  up  on  humani ty .   I t  i s  in  the  passage  o f

“embrace”  tha t  Chr i s t  r e fused  to  be  de f ined  by  the  s ins  o f  a l l  humankind

and  made  space  in  h imse l f  fo r  a l l  humani ty .  

Two d imens ions  o f  the  pass ion  o f  Chr i s t  a r e ,  t he re fo re ,  emphas i sed  by  Volf

as :  1 )  the  se l f -g iv ing  love  which  overcomes  human conf l ic t  and  enmi ty ;  2 )

the  c rea t ion  o f  space  in  h imse l f  to  reconc i le  humani ty  to  God .   Both

e l emen t s  a r e  p r e sen t  i n  t he  l ove  o f  t he  T r iune  God  and  each  pe r son  o f  t he

Godhead  iden t i f i e s  wi th  the  pass ion  o f  Chr i s t  on  the  c ross .   The  Tr iune  God

makes  i t  poss ib le  fo r  s in fu l  humani ty  to  be  reconc i led  wi th  God (Vol f

1996:128) .

The  impor t an t  po in t  t o  t he  s e l f -g iv ing  o f  Chr i s t  i s  t ha t  t he  pas sage  o f  o ld

in to  new th rough  Chr i s t ’ s  dea th  and  r e su r r ec t i on  i nco rpo ra t e s  t he  ac t i ons
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of  remember ing  and  fo rge t t ing .   Chr i s t i an  l iv ing ,  the re fo re ,  i s  abou t

r emember ing  wha t  ha s  t aken  p l ace  i n  t he  dea th  o f  Ch r i s t ,  wh i l e  i t  a l so

br ings  u s  t o  f o r g e t t i n g ,  i n  t h e  s e n s e  t h a t  R o m a n s  8 : 1 8  ( R S V )  d e s c r i b e s .

Pau l  wr i t e s ,  “ I  cons ide r  t ha t  t he  su f f e r ings  o f  t h i s  p re sen t  t ime  a re  no t

wor th  compar ing  wi th  the  g lo ry  abou t  to  be  revea led  to  us . ”   Accord ing ly ,

Vo l f  (1996 :138)  wr i t e s  t ha t  i n  t he  e scha to log ica l  hope  i s  t he  p romise  o f

be ing  su r rounded  by  God’ s  g lo ry  whe re  t he  r edeemed  wi l l  embrace  each

other  wi th  hea l ing  and  non-remember ing  in  the  f ina l  reconci l ia t ion .

H o w  t h e n  d o e s  a  t h e o l o g y  o f  e m b r a c e  h a v e  r e l e v a n c e  f o r  t h e  s o c i a l  l i f e  o f

the  pe rson  who  i s  mobi l i ty  impa i red?   Vol f  (1996 :148)  cons ide rs  the

metaphor  fo r  soc ia l  l i f e  in  the  concep t  o f  “covenan t”  (Vol f  1996 :149) .   T he

above  au tho r  found  tha t  “covenan t”  a s  a  me taphor  fo r  soc i a l  r e l a t ions  i s

open-ended ,  mora l ly  o rde red  and  rec ip roca l ly  commi t t ed .  I t  needs  to  be

no ted ,  though ,  tha t  a  “covenan t”  can  be  b roken .   Vo l f  (1996 :153)  con t inues

to  d i s cus s  “covenan t”  f rom a  t heo log ica l  r e f l ec t i on  on  the  new “covenan t”

as  a  me taphor  fo r  soc ia l  r e l a t ions  and  th i s  i s  wha t  I  wan t  t o  focus  on .   

T h i s  m e a n s  t h a t  t h e  n e w  “ c o v e n a n t ”  a s  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  t h e o l o g i c a l  r e f l e c t i o n

o n  s o c i a l  i s s u e s  m e a n s  e n q u i r y  a b o u t  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  t h e  c r o s s

and  covenan t .   The  mak ing-space - in -onese l f  fo r  soc ia l  r e l a t ions  impl i e s

mora l  commi tmen t  to  each  o the r .   Consequen t ly ,  t he  po in t  t ha t  i s  r e l evan t

to  th i s  s tudy  i s  the  mora l  commi tment  to  l ibe ra t ion  in  the  sense  o f

empower ing  in  the  mids t  o f  the  conf l i c t  de r ived  f rom the  ev i l  o r  s in  o f

oppress ion .  

I n  summary,  t h e  c o r e  o f  V o l f ’ s  n o t i o n  o f  e m b r a c e  t h a t  i s  impor tan t  for  th i s

s t udy  i s  t he  t hemes  r epen t ance ,  f o rg ivenes s ,  mak ing - space - in - “ se l f ” - fo r -

the -“o the r”  and  hea l ing  o f  memory ,  wh ich  a re  fu l f i l l ed  in  the  pass ion  o f

God  th rough  Chr i s t ’ s  su f fe r ing  on  the  c ross .   Thus ,  i t  i s  an  example  o f

iden t i fy ing  wi th  each  o the r  wi th  the  same  pass ion  fo r  a l l  human i ty .   Fa i th

communi t i e s  the re fo re  have  an  example  to  fo l low in  r e spons ib i l i ty  to  God

and  humans  to  make  space  in  se l f - fo r - ano the r  who  i s  su f f e r ing .   
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This  b r ings  me  to  the  cons ide ra t ion  o f  t he  r e sea rch  pos i t i on ing  tha t  w i l l  be

used  in  co-opera t ion  wi th  the  theo log ica l  pos i t ion  o f  th i s  s tudy  in  the

exp lora t ion  o f  a  theo logy  of  embrace  fo r  pas to ra l  work  con t r ibu t ing  to

dea l ing  wi th  the  p rob lem of  iden t i ty .   Consequen t ly ,  I  wi l l  f i r s t  d i scuss

some  e l emen t s  o f  a  p rac t i ca l  t heo log ica l  s t ance  in  r e l a t ion  to  us ing

empi r i ca l  r e sea rch  me thods  fo l lowed  by  the  resea rch  methodology .   Las t ly ,

I  d i scuss  the  p lan  o f  th i s  s tudy  and  the  conc lus ion  o f  th i s  chap te r .

1 . 6   T H E  R E S E A R C H  P O S I T I O N I N G :  Q U A L I T A T I V E  R E S E A R C H

When d i scuss ing  the  re sea rch  pos i t ion ing  I  exp la in  the  impor tance  o f

p r a c t i c a l  t h e o l o g y  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  e m p i r i c a l  r e s e a r c h .   T h e  r e a s o n  i s  t h a t

p rac t i ca l  theo log ians  do  use  the  me thodo logy  o f  empi r i ca l  r e sea rch ,  bu t

f rom a  theo log ica l  pe r spec t ive .   Qua l i t a t ive  r e sea rch  des ign  and  the

m e t h o d s  o f  t h e  e m p i r i c a l  l e v e l  o f  t h e  r e s e a r c h  a r e  d e s c r i b e d .   J e n n i f e r

Mason  (1996 :2 )  wr i t e s :  “Qua l i t a t ive  r e sea rche r s  need  to  be  ab le  to  th ink

and  ac t  s t r a t eg ica l ly  in  ways  which  combine  in te l l ec tua l ,  ph i losoph ica l ,

t echn ica l  and  p rac t i ca l  conce rns  r a the r  t han  compar tmen ta l i z ing  these  in to

sepa ra t e  boxes . ”   I  w i l l  t he r e fo re  p r e sen t  t he  r e sea rch  ph i lo sophy  in

con tex t  o f  spec i f i c  s t r a t eg i e s  o f  how the  empi r i ca l  r e sea rch  wi l l  be

cons ide red .

1 . 6 . 1   P r a c t i c a l  t h e o l o g y  a n d  e m p i r i c a l  r e s e a r c h

P r a c t i c a l  t h e o l o g i a n s  u s e  the  methodology  o f  empi r i ca l  r e sea rch  to

desc r ibe ,  ana lyse  and  exp la in  pas to ra l  and  ecc les ia s t i ca l  p rob lems  f rom the

po in t  o f  v iew of  theo logy  (Van  der  Ven  1993 :3) .   The  methodology  can  be
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desc r ibed  as  in t r ad i sc ip l ina ry .   I t  means  tha t  empi r i ca l  me thods  o f  da ta

genera t ion ,  ana lys i s  and  in te rp re ta t ion  a re  used  to  ga in  theo log ica l

knowledge  abou t  he rmeneu t ic -communica t ive  p rax i s  in  Chr i s t i an  fa i th

communi t ies  and  soc ie ty ,  wi th  in te rd isc ip l inary  in te rac t ion  wi th  o ther

theo log ica l  d i sc ip l ines  and  the  soc ia l  sc iences  (Van  der  Ven  1993:101) .   

P rac t i ca l  t heo log ians ,  however ,  emphas i se  the  inc lus ion  o f  c r i t i ca l  t heo ry

to  a l low fo r  con t inuous  c r i t i ca l  in te rac t ion  be tween  theory  and  p rax i s  tha t

i s  kep t  a t  a  b ipo la r  t ens ion .   Th i s  i s  to  avo id  ep i s t emolog ica l  a s sumpt ions

a n d  i d e o l o g y  t h a t  s u p p o r t  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r s ’  o w n  i n t e r e s t  i n s t e a d  o f

con t r ibu t ing  to  a  theo logy  o f  r econs t ruc t ion  (P ie te r se  and  Dreyer  1995 :35) .

Hence ,  t he  emphas i s  on  c r i t i c a l  he rmeneu t i c s  t ha t  adop t  a  c r i t i c a l  s e l f -

r e f l ec t i ve  s t ance  t o  t he  r e sea rch  be ing  done  and  con t r i bu t e s  

to  a  recons t ruc t ive  theo logy  tha t  inc ludes  po l i t i ca l ,  economic ,  soc ia l ,

cu l tu ra l  and  eco log ica l  f ac to r s  i n f luenc ing  r e l ig ious  p rax i s  i n  t he  church

and  soc i e ty .   

Consequen t ly ,  p rac t i ca l  theo log ians  who  use  empi r i ca l  r e sea rch  can  inc lude

con t r ibu t ions  f rom the  soc ia l  sc iences  d i sc ip l ines .   “Soc ia l  sc iences  a re

d isc ip l ines  which  s tudy  human be ings ,  the i r  soc ie ty  and  ins t i tu t ions”  (Deis t

1984:239) .   Soc io logy ,  psychology ,  an thropology  and  po l i t i ca l  sc iences  a re

such  d i sc ip l ines  tha t  s tudy  human be ings .

P rev ious ly ,  i n  th i s  chap te r ,  I  r e fe r r ed  to  Watson’ s  (2003 :34)  po in t  abou t

d i f f e r en t  soc i a l  s t ruc tu re s ,  such  a s  s o c i a l movements  and socia l  ins t i tu t ions

as  sub jec t  ma t t e r  fo r  t he  soc io logy  o f  d i sab i l i t y .   Fo r  th i s  s tudy  the

impor t an t  po in t  i s  cons ide red  tha t  soc i a l  s t ruc tu re s  emerge  th rough  the

conduc t  o f  peop le  and  a r e  fo rmed  f rom soc i a l  and  cu l tu r a l  exp re s s ion

under ly ing  meanings ,  va lues  and  be l ie fs .   

I  am the re fo re  i n t e r e s t ed  i n  t he  r e l a t i onsh ip  be tween  peop le  who  a re

mobi l i ty  impai red  and  the i r  soc ia l  in te rac t ion  wi th  soc ia l  ins t i tu t ions ,  such

as  hea l t h  ca r e  i n s t i t u t i ons .   Soc i a l  and  cu l tu r a l  s t ruc tu re s  and  exp re s s ions ,
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s u c h  a s  s o c i a l  m o v e m e n t s  a n d  t h e  e m e r g e n c e  o f  t h e  s u b - c u l t u r e  o f

res i s tance  in  the  d i sab i l i ty  movements  a re  a l so  v i ta l  cons idera t ions .   Fami ly

t rad i t ions  and  re l ig ious  t rad i t ions  wi l l  be  cons idered ,  as  wel l  as  and  the

be l ie f s  and  mean ings  tha t  a r e  expe r i enced  a s  ou tcomes  th rough  soc ia l  and

cu l tu ra l  express ion  (Watson  2003:35-36) .   

The  r ea son  fo r  t he  focus  on  t h i s  pe r spec t i ve  o f  soc io log i ca l  unde r s t and ing

o f  d i s a b i l i t y  i s  t h a t  i t  c a n  d i s c l o s e  h o w  t h e s e  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  e m e r g e

th rough  the  conduc t  o f  peop le  in  a  soc ie ty .   I t  can  g ive  ins igh t  into the

in f luence  tha t  express ions  o f  soc ia l  and  cu l tu ra l  express ion  have  in  shap ing

persona l  iden t i ty  th rough  soc ia l  in te rac t ion  o r  the  in f luence  the  l ack  o f

soc ia l  in te rac t ion  has  on  persona l  iden t i ty .  

J enny  Mor r i s  (1993b :102-106)  makes  the  po in t  t ha t  t h rough  p re jud ice

exper i enced  by  peop le  who  a re  d i sab led  in  the i r  da i ly  in t e rac t ion  wi th

p e o p l e  w h o  a r e  n o t  d i s a b l e d ,  c o n d u c t  e m e r g e s  t h a t  s u p p o r t s  s e g r e g a t i o n

a n d  o p p r e s s i o n .   S h e  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  h o w

people  who  a re  d i sab led  v iew such  conduc t  in  the i r  accounts  o f  the i r  da i ly

in t e rac t ion  wi th  the  gene ra l  pub l i c  i n  t he i r  communi t i e s .   I n  t h i s  way  an

under s t and ing  o f  the  pa t t e rns  o f  cu l tu ra l  and  soc ia l  oppress ion  can  be

ga ined  th rough  the  s to r ies  to ld  by  people  who a re  mobi l i ty  impai red  and  the

in te rpre ta t ion  of  these  .

1 . 6 . 2   Q u a l i t a t i v e  r e s e a r c h  d e s i g n

My chosen  r e sea r ch  app roach  i s  a  qua l i t a t i ve  r e sea r ch  de s ign .   Qua l i t a t i ve

r e sea r ch  ha s  deve loped  ou t  o f  a  w ide  r ange  o f  i n t e l l e c tua l  and  d i s c ip l i na ry

t r ad i t i ons .   Thus ,  qua l i t a t i ve  r e sea rch  i s  commonly  a s soc ia t ed  wi th  ce r t a in

schools  o f  research  tha t  f a l l  b road ly  in to  in te rpre t iv i s t ,  soc io log ica l

t radi t ions ,  phenomenology,  e thnomethodology,  symbol ic  i n t e r ac t i on i s t ,

g rounded  theory ,  b iograph ica l  me thod ,  h i s to r i ca l  me thod ,  app l i ed  o r  ac t ion

re sea rch  and  even  has  some  pos tmodern i s t  i n t e r e s t  i n  t he  fo rm o f  d i scou r se

ana lys i s .   Femin ism has  a l so  had  a  s t rong  impac t  on  cha l leng ing  sc ien t i f i c
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d i scou r se  and  pos tmode rn  f emin i sm cons ide r s  a  r ange  o f  r e sea rch  i s sues

tha t  a re  g rounded  in  qua l i t a t ive  resea rch  methodology  (De  Vos  1998:80-81 ;

Mason 1996:3 ;  Mason 2002:2-4) .

The  poin t  i s  tha t  d i f fe ren t  ph i losophica l  v iewpoin ts  and  methodologica l

t e chn iques  a r e  imp l i ed  i n  t he  t e rm  qua l i t a t i ve  r e sea r ch .   De  Vos  (1998 :80 )

po in t s  ou t  t ha t  qua l i t a t i ve  r e sea rch  does  no t  u sua l ly  p rov ide  a  s t ep -by - s t ep

p lan  fo r  the  r e sea rche r  t o  fo l l ow ,  i n  con t r a s t  t o  t ha t  u sua l l y  found  in

q u a n t i t a t i v e  r e s e a r c h .   W h e r e a s  q u a n t i t a t i v e  r e s e a r c h  d e s i g n  d e t e r m i n e s

t h e  r e s e a r c h e r ’ s  c h o i c e s ,  t h e  q u a l i t a t i v e  r e s e a r c h e r ’ s  c h o i c e s  a n d  a c t i o n s

wi l l  de termine  the  des ign .

In  add i t ion ,  each  t rad i t ion ,  school  and  d i sc ip l ine  has  spec i f i c  v iewpoin t s  as

t o  w h a t  i s  m e a n i n g f u l  i n  t h e  s o c i a l  w o r l d  a n d  w h a t  i t  i s  a b o u t .

Consequen t ly ,  t r ad i t ions  o f  qua l i t a t ive  resea rch  a re  no t  un i fo rm in

ph i losophy  o r  me thodo log ica l  p r inc ip les .   Care fu l  a t t en t ion  mus t  be  g iven

to  d i f fe ren t  qua l i t a t ive  research  methodolog ies  tha t  may  be  combined  in  the

resea rch  p rocess  (Bogdan  & Bik len  1992 :29-32 ;  De  Vos  1998 :80-81 ;  Mason

2002:2-3) .   

Fawce t t  ( 2000 :62 )  wr i t e s :  “Theo r i s i ng  and  r e sea r ch ing  a r e  a s soc i a t ed

a c t i v i t i e s ,  b u t  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  a r e a s  i s  o f t e n  f a r  f r o m

st ra igh t forward .”   Th is  i s  ev iden t  when  t ry ing  to  l ink  femin is t  and  nar ra t ive

theory  to  empi r i ca l  da t a  and  a  workab le  ana ly t i ca l  i n t e rp re t ive  f r amework .

Accord ing ly  a t t en t ion  has  been  g iven  to  na r ra t ive  theory  and  pos tmodern

femin i s t  c r i t i ca l  t heo ry  because  the  r e sea rch  me thodo logy  used  in  th i s

s tudy  i s  in fo rmed  by  these  pos i t ions  he ld  in  the  con tex t  o f  the  r e sea rch

pro j ec t .   As  a  na r r a t i ve  r e sea rche r  I  pos i t i on  myse l f  w i th in  a  modera t e

pos tmodern  f emin i s t  pe r spec t ive .   Th i s  has  imp l i ca t ions ,  t he re fo re ,  fo r  t he

way  I  t ry  to  be  t ru th fu l  in  do ing  resea rch .
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M y  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t  c o n s i s t s  o f  t w o  l e v e l s ,  a  t h e o r e t i c a l  a n d  e m p i r i c a l

l eve l .   The  pu rpose  o f  t he  t heo re t i c a l  l eve l  i s  t heo ry  gene ra t i on  i n  t he

chap t e r s  t ha t  f o l l ow .   I  w i l l  de sc r i be  t he  r e sea r ch  p ro j ec t ’ s  app roach  on

the  empir ica l  l eve l  be low.

The  empi r i ca l  r e sea rch  l eve l  add re s se s  t he  ques t i on :  Wha t  do  peop le  who

are  mobi l i ty  impa i red  exper ience  in  re la t ion  to  the  “prob lem of  iden t i ty”  in

t h e i r  o r d i n a r y  d a i l y  l i v e s ?   T h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  m a i n  r e a s o n s  w h y  a  q u a l i t a t i v e

resea rch  des ign  was  found  su i t ab le  fo r  th i s  s tudy .

1 )   F i r s t l y ,  a n  a i m  w a s  t o  l i s t e n  a n d  e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  “ s t o r i e s ”  t o l d  b y  t h e

resea rch  pa r t i c ipan t s  be ing  in te rv iewed .   Ob ta in ing  da ta  genera t ion  th rough

an  ob j ec t i ve  s t ance  wou ld  no t  expose  pe r sona l  i n t e rp re t a t i ons  and

unders tand ing  of  what  l iv ing  wi th  phys ica l  d i sadvantages  mean  to  the

person  who  i s  r e s t r i c t ed  in  mobi l i ty  (Charmaz  1990 :1162 ;  R iessman

1 9 9 3 : 5 5 - 5 6 ) .   N o  a t t e m p t  w a s  t h e r e f o r e  m a d e  t o  g e n e r a t e  d a t a  objec t ive ly ;

i t  w a s  r a t h e r  a t t e m p t e d  t o  g a t h e r  s u b j e c t i v e  i n t e r p r e t a t i v e  n a r r a t i v e s

through  par t ic ipan t  in te rac t ion .

2 )   Second ly ,  s t a t i s t i ca l  log ic  and  random sampl ing  t echn iques  a re  no t

neces sa r i l y  app rop r i a t e  fo r  s tudy  o f  t he  mean ings  o f  o rd ina ry  con tex tua l

e x p e r i e n c e s  ( M a s o n  2 0 0 2 : 2 4 ) .   T h e  i n t e n t i o n ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  w a s  n o t  t o  m a k e

a n y  g e n e r a l i s e d  c l a i m s .   T h u s ,  a n o t h e r  a i m  w a s  t o  f o c u s  o n  a  f e w

indiv idua ls  who are  quadr ip leg ics ,  and  to  make  the i r  s to r ies  of  the i r

exper iences  wi th  mobi l i ty  impai rment ,  in  re la t ion  to  the  “problem of

iden t i ty” ,  hea rd .   

I  am o f  t he  op in ion  tha t  na r r a t i ves  shape  the  human  r ea l i t y  i n to  who le s  and

man i fe s t  t he  va lue  and  mean ings  o f  l i f e  (Po lk inghorne  1988 :159) .   The

pe r spec t ive ,  t he re fo re ,  t aken  in  th i s  s tudy  a s sumes  tha t  human  ac t ion

depends  on  the  mean ings  peop le  a sc r ibe  to  c i r cums tan t i a l  consequences

f r o m  s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n s ,  n e g o t i a t i o n s  a n d  s t r u c t u r e s  o f  p o w e r  ( C h a r m a z
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1990:1161-1162) .   

Accord ing ly ,  t he  s t r a t egy  o f  t h i s  r e sea rch  i s  g rounded  in  t he  exe rc i se  o f

exp lo ra t ion  and  adop t s  t he  app roach  to  na r r a t i ve  gene ra t ion  o r  da t a

gene ra t ion  and  ana lys i s  f rom the  pe r spec t ive  o f  peop le s ’  ac tua l  l i f e

e x p e r i e n c e s .   Q u a l i t a t i v e  r e s e a r c h  f r o m  a  n a r r a t i v e  p e r s p e c t i v e  i s ,

t he re fo re ,  su i t ed  t o  sma l l - s ca l e  s tud i e s  t ha t  p rov ide  pe r sona l  de t a i l s  o f

peop le ’ s  ac tua l  wor ld  (Barnes  1992 :116) .

3 )   A  t h i rd  r ea son  i s ,  b ecause  t h i s  r e s ea r ch  dea l s  w i th  t he  sub j ec t i ve

n a r r a t i v e  w o r l d  o f  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  q u a l i t a t i v e  m e t h o d s  a r e  m o r e

appropr ia t e  fo r  ana ly t i ca l  s t r a t eg ies ,  po l i cy  in te rven t ion  and  po l i t i ca l

accep tab i l i t y  (R iessman  1993 :5 ) .   I t  means  tha t  l i s t en ing  to  peop le

“ s t o r y i n g ”  t h e i r  l i v e s  c a n  b e  t h e  m e a n s  o f  d i s c o v e r i n g  t h e  w a y  t h e y

in te rpre t  re la ted  cu l tu ra l ,  po l i t i ca l  and  re l ig ious  in f luences  in  the i r  l ives .

A  na r ra t ive  me thod  o f  exp lo r ing  cou ld  uncover  the  pe r sona l  pe r spec t ives

o f  peop le ’ s  l i ves  (Po lk inghorne  1988 :157) .   Thus ,  i t  can  uncover  new ways

to  in te rvene  and  res t ruc tu re  change  to  po l i cy -making  and  po l i t i ca l  and

soc ia l  accep tab i l i ty .

1 . 6 . 2 . 1   S a m p l i n g  s t r a t e g y

Accord ing  to  Mason  (2002:120) ,  sampl ing  s t ra tegy  i s  about  p r inc ip les  tha t

a r e  u s e d  t o  i d e n t i f y  a n d  g a i n  a c c e s s  t o  r e l e v a n t  s o u r c e s  t o  g e n e r a t e  d a t a .

I  a i m  t o  u s e  a  m e t h o d  o f  d a t a  g e n e r a t i o n  a n d  a n a l y s i s  i n  t h i s  s t u d y  t o

provide meaningful  i l lus t ra t ions  of  what  l iv ing with  mobi l i ty  impairment  is

a b o u t .   I  p r e f e r  t o  u s e  t h e  t e r m  t e x t  o r  n a r r a t i v e  genera t ion  and  analys is

b e c a u s e  n a r r a t i v e  m e t h o d s  a r e  u s e d  a s  d e s c r i b e d  b y  M u r r a y  ( 2 0 0 3 : 1 1 7 ) .  

I  t h e r e f o r e  c h o s e  m e t h o d s  o f  s a m p l i n g  t h a t  f o l l o w  a  p u r p o s i v e  o r  a  g e n e r a l

fo rm of  theore t i ca l  sampl ing .   Hence ,  themes  de r ived  f rom l ink ing  the

biological  and psychosocia l  d imensions  of  mobi l i ty  impairment  provide  a

f ramework  o f  common themes  o r  na r ra t ive  p lo t s  r e l a t ed  to  l iv ing  wi th
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mobi l i ty  impa i rment .   I t  a l lows  fo r  compar i sons  to  t e s t  my  a rgument  tha t

p r ime  pyschosoc ia l  na r ra t ive  p lo t s  r e la ted  to  mobi l i ty  impa i rment  can  be

highlighted.

In  addi t ion ,  the  sampl ing  i s  l inked ,  th rough i l lus t ra t ions  f rom nar ra t ives

ana lysed ,  t o  theor i e s  abou t  d i sab i l i t y .   The re fo re ,  na r ra t ives  ana lysed  f rom

d a t a  g e n e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  t h e  r e s e a r c h  p a r t i c i p a n t s  a r e  l i n k e d

wi th  i l l u s t r a t ing  c l a ims  made  in  chap te r  two  abou t  na r ra t ive  iden t i ty  and  in

c h a p t e r  t h r e e  a b o u t  d i s a b i l i t y .   T h u s ,  t h e  a n a l y s e d  t r a n s c r i b e d  t e x t s  a r e

used ,  i n  chap te r  fou r ,  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  how d i sadvan tages  in  mob i l i t y  in f luence

persona l  and  co l lec t ive  ident i ty  in  re la t ion  to  nar ra t ive  ident i ty  theory .

Consequen t ly ,  s ampl ing  i s  l i nked  wi th  the  gene ra t ion  o f  theory  and  the

process  o f  exp lana t ion  induc t ive ly  der ived  th rough  the  t ranscr ibed  t e x t s

(Mason  2002:125) .   Desp i te  the  in ten t ion  of  sampl ing  be ing  i l lus t ra t ive ,  i t

cou ld  a l so  be  some th ing  tha t  r ep re sen t s  a  w ide r  popu la t i on  o f  peop le ,

a l though  th i s  r e sea rch  makes  no  f ixed  c l a im to  the  ex ten t  i t  does  th i s

(Mason  2002 :126) .   Se lec t ion  o f  t he  r e sea rch  par t i c ipan t s  i s  exp la ined in

de ta i l  i n  chap te r  four .

1 . 6 . 2 . 2   P a r t i c i p a n t  o b s e r v e r

The  words  pa r t i c ipan t  obse rve r  and  r e sea rch  pa r t i c ipan t s  a r e  unde r s tood

a s  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r  i n  c o - r e s e a r c h i n g  w i t h  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  t h e  r e s e a r c h

p r o c e s s .   S o m e  r e s e a r c h e r s  a r g u e  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  c r e a t i v e  a n d  i m a g i n a t i v e

ways  o f  sc i en t i f i c  s tudy  to  under s t and  human  in t e rac t ion ,  such  a s  na r ra t ive

p e r s p e c t i v e ,  w h e r e  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r  w o r k s  w i t h i n  a  f r a m e w o r k  o f  c o -

e x p l o r i n g  a n d  c o - a u t h o r i n g  n a r r a t i v e  a n a l y s i s  w i t h  t h e  r e s e a r c h

pa r t i c ipan t s  (Ross i t e r  2000 :27 ;  T r inde r  2000 :51) .   The  s t ance  i s  one  o f

i n t e r a c t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r ,  t h e  r e s e a r c h  p a r t i c i p a n t s  a n d  t h e  t e x t

t r ansc r ibed  f rom in t e rv i ews .   
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Accord ing ly ,  na r ra t ive  gene ra t ion  i s  by  means  o f  a  t ape - recorde r  to  ga in

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  exper iences  wi th  mobi l i ty  d i sab i l i ty .   A de ta i led  account

o f  d a t a  g e n e r a t i o n  m e t h o d s  i s  g i v e n  i n  c h a p t e r  f o u r .   O n c e  t h e  n a r r a t i v e s

have  been  ana lysed ,  t he  in t e rp re t a t ion  o f  each  in t e rv iew wi l l  be  d i scussed

w i t h  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t  a n d  a n  a g r e e m e n t  e s t a b l i s h e d .   A  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  e a c h

par t i c ipan t  regard ing  the  f ina l  t ex t  wi l l  be  conduc ted  to  ob ta in  f ina l  consen t

t o  u se  t he  na r r a t i ve s  ana ly sed  fo r  t he  t ex t  i n  t he  t he s i s  (Cha rmaz

1990:1167;  Fawcet t  2000:64-68 ;  Ross i te r  2000:27-28 ;  Tr inder  2000:51) .   I t

wi l l  enab le  me  to  en te r  in to  the  pa r t i c ipan t s ’  “wor ld”  and  to  g ive  them a

c h o i c e  o f  w h a t  t h e y  w a n t  s h a r e d  i n  t e x t .   A  d e t a i l e d a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  e t h i c a l

m e t h o d s  o f  d a t a  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e s e a r c h  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i s  g i v e n  i n  c h a p t e r

fou r .

1 . 6 . 2 . 3   N a r r a t i v e  a n a l y s i s  p r o c e s s  a n d  r e p o r t i n g  o f  r e s u l t s

Dur ing  ana lys i s  o f  t he  na r r a t i ve s ,  na r r a t i ve  me thods  a r e  u sed  t ha t  a r e

based  on  the  fo rms  o f  f r inge  and  mould -b reak ing  na r ra t ives .   By  f r inge

na r r a t i ve  I  mean  wha t  Boo th  (1996 :239)  r e f e r s  t o  a s  a  means  o f  g iv ing

vo ice  t o  p rev ious ly  unhea rd  o r  supp re s sed  pe r spec t ives .   Mou ld -b reak ing

na r ra t ives  a r e  na r r a t ives  t ha t  he lp  t o  ca s t  some th ing  in  a  new l igh t  i n  an

a t t empt  to  change  our  under s t and ing .   

The  op in ion  i s  tha t  the  s t r eng th  o f  na r ra t ive  i s  tha t  i t  would  p rov ide  an

inner  v iew of  the  par t ic ipants  about  the i r  own s tory  of  l iv ing  wi th  mobi l i ty

impai rment  and  would  enable  the  reader ,  th rough imagina t ion ,  to  en te r  the i r

wor ld s .   I t  i s  a l so  a  way  o f  mak ing  p rev ious  t heo re t i c a l  c l a ims  o f

oppress ion ,  exc lus ion  and  conformi ty  more  access ib le  th rough  g round ing

them in  conc re t e  l i ved  expe r i ences .   The  r e l evance  fo r  t h i s  s t udy  i s  t ha t

nar ra t ive  methods  make  i t  poss ib le  to  l ink  the  ind iv idua l  and  soc ia l  wor ld .

A t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  i t  a l l o w s  f o r  n a r r a t i v e  p l o t s  t o  b e  i d e n t i f i e d  t h a t  c a n  a l s o

belong to  a  group of  people  (Booth  1996:240) .
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Fur the rmore ,  t he  p roces s  o f  ana lys i s  and  r epo r t i ng  i s  ac t i ve  t h rough  co -

au thor ing  the  re - f raming  o f  na r ra t ives ,  th rough  rec ip roca l  in te rp re ta t ion

w i t h  t h e  r e s e a r c h  p a r t i c i p a n t s .   H e n c e ,  a n  a w a r e n e s s  o f  t h e o r e t i c a l

assumpt ions  gu ide  the  ana lys i s  whi le  s imul taneous ly  a l lowing  openness  to

new ideas  (Mur ray  2003 :121 ) .   Thus ,  i n  con t empla t i on  o f  t he  na r r a t i ve

ana ly s i s ,  t he  f i r s t  cho i ce  i s  t o  f r ame  theo re t i c a l  specu l a t i ons  de r ived  f rom

Rol land’s  (1989 ,  1993 ,  1994)  idea  o f  a  deve lopmenta l  p rocess  o f  a

p s y c h o s o c i a l  m o d e l  f o r  c h r o n i c  d i s e a s e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  i d e a s  f r o m  m y  o w n

model  of  the  unfolding process  of  l iv ing wi th  mobi l i ty  impairment .

T h e o l o g i c a l  r e f l e c t i o n s  a r e  a d d e d  t o  t h e  f r a m e  r e f e r e n c e .   A  d e t a i l e d

desc r ip t i on  o f  t he  p roces s  o f  cod ing  da t a  and  ana lys i s  and  va l i d i t y  i s

d i scus sed  in  chap te r  fou r .   

1 . 7   T H E  P L A N  O F  T H E  S T U D Y

I n  c h a p t e r  one  t h r ee  no t i ons  t ha t  we re  d i s cus sed  t heo re t i c a l l y  t h roughou t

the  s tudy  were  addressed ,  namely  the  “p rob lem of  iden t i ty” ,  peop le  who  a re

mobi l i ty  impa i red  and  a  theo logy  o f  embrace  fo r  pas to ra l  work  p rax i s .   The

pos i t ion ing  o f  the  r e sea rch  and  the  me thodo log ica l  cons ide ra t ions ,  t he

intel lectual  puzzle  a n d  t h e  a i m s  o f  t h e  s t u d y  w e r e  d i s c u s s e d  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o

these  t h r ee  no t ions .  

I n  t h e  c h a p t e r s  t h a t  f o l l o w  c h a p t e r  o n e  I  w i l l  a d d r e s s  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  a s k e d

in  connec t ion  wi th  the  p rob lem tha t  th i s  s tudy  exp lores .   There fore ,  c h a p t e r

two  d i scusses  the  ques t ions :  Wha t  i s  na r ra t ive  iden t i ty?   How can  the

concep t  o f  nar ra t ive  iden t i ty  he lp  us  dea l  wi th  the  “prob lem of  iden t i ty”?

The  p rob lem of  a  “d i sab led  iden t i ty”  i s  addressed  th rough  Ricoeur ’ s  (1992)

d i scuss ion  abou t  pe r sona l  iden t i ty  in  r e l a t ion  to  na r ra t ive  iden t i ty .   Peop le

te l l  s to r i e s  abou t  themse lves  and  they  l i s t en  to  the  s to r i e s  o f  o t h e r s .   T h e s e

s to r i e s  a re  en tang led  wi th  one  ano the r  in  the  sense  tha t  t he  ind iv idua l  i s
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i n f luenced  by  o the r  peop le ’ s  s to r i e s  and  wha t  t hese  s to r i e s  communica te

to  the  indiv idual  about  herse l f /h imsel f .  

A t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  p e o p l e  l i v e  i n  a  f r a m e  o f  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t i m e ,  s p a c e  a n d

p l a c e .   N a r r a t i v e  p l a c e s  t i m e  i n t o  h u m a n  t i m e  o f  p a s t  t o  f u t u r e .   I t  i s  t h e

na r ra t ive  d imens ion  o f  l i f e  t ha t  fo rms  pe r sona l  i den t i t y .   I t  i s  t he  na r ra t ive

d imens ion  tha t  f ac i l i t a tes  a  sense  o f  be long ing  to  a  co l l ec t ive  membersh ip

of  soc ie ty  (Brown 1997:109;  Crewe  1997:27) .

T h u s ,  n a r r a t i v e  s t r e n g t h e n s  p e r s o n a l  n a r r a t i v e s  a n d  t h r o u g h  n a r r a t i v e s

peop le  iden t i fy  wi th  the i r  s ign i f i can t  communi t i e s .   The re fo re ,  be ing  pa r t

o f  the  communi ty ’ s  na r ra t ives  and  par t i c ipa t ing  in  sha r ing  ind iv idua l

na r ra t ives  in  re la t ion  to  the  co l l ec t ive  members  in  soc ie ty ,  no t  on ly  g ive

m e a n i n g ,  b u t  a l s o  g i v e  a  s e n s e  o f  b e i n g  a c c e p t e d  b y  o t h e r s  a n d  t h e

ind iv idua l  fee l s  tha t  she  o r  he  be longs  (Ganzevoor t  1993:279) .   Chapte r

two ,  t he re fo re ,  dea l s  w i th  theo ry  o f  na r r a t ive  iden t i t y  and  how na r ra t ive

iden t i t y  can  f ac i l i t a t e  pe r sona l  co l l ec t ive  iden t i t y  t h rough  a  s ense  o f

be longing  tha t  s t rengthens  persona l  iden t i ty .

Chap te r  th ree  d i scusses  the  ques t ions :  What  i s  d i sab i l i ty?   What  i s  mobi l i ty

impa i rmen t?” .   I n  an  a t t empt  t o  answer  these  ques t ions  I  w i l l  add res s

f i rs t ly ,  phys ica l  d isabi l i t ies  in  genera l  and the  d i f f i cu l t i es  concern ing  the

t e rm “d i sab i l i t y” .   A l though  th i s  s tudy  addres ses  peop le  who  a re  mob i l i t y

impai red ,  i t  i s  necessa ry  to  cons ider  phys ica l  d i sab i l i ty  because  mobi l i ty

impai rment  i s  an  in tegra l  par t  of  d isabi l i t ies  in  genera l .

The  above  i s  fo l lowed  by  a  d i scuss ion  abou t  mob i l i t y  d i sadvan tages

spec i f i ca l ly  f rom the  perspec t ive  o f  l iv ing  wi th  mobi l i ty  d i sadvan tages  tha t

have  been  acqu i red  l a t e r  in  l i f e .   Emphas i s  i s  p l aced  on  the  d i s t inc t ion

be tween  d i sab i l i ty  tha t  i s  congen i ta l  and  tha t  which  i s  acqu i red .   Congen i ta l

means  tha t  the  pe r son  i s  born  wi th  the  d i sab i l i ty  whi l e  acqu i red  d i sab i l i ty

i s  some  impa i rmen t  t o  t he  body  tha t  ha s  occu r r ed  a t  a  l a t e r  s t age  i n  l i f e
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(Wi l son  2003 :4 ,28) .   In  th i s  s tudy  th ree  g roups  o f  peop le  who  acqu i re

mobi l i ty  impairments  la te  in  l i fe  include:

1 )  peop l e  who  a r e  f r a i l  e l de r l y  and  who  a r e  o f t en  no t  pe r ce ived  a s  d i s ab l ed

because  they  a re  g iven  l abe l s  such  as  sen io r  c i t i zens ,  e lde r ly ,  o ld ,  aged  and

f ra i l ,  wh ich  f i t  i n to  ce r t a in  gene ra l i s a t ions  tha t  have  ca t egor i sed  e lde r ly

peop le  to  de f ine  th i s  g roup  o f  peop le ,  bu t  peop le  who  a re  e lde r ly  and  f ra i l

a re  o f ten  severe ly  mobi l i ty  d i sab led ;

2 )  peop le  su f f e r ing  f rom ch ron ic  i l l ne s se s  and  ch ron ic  pa in  and  who  a re

a lso  of ten  not  perce ived  as  d i sab led ,  because  be ing  conf ined  in  mobi l i ty  i s

no t  a lways  inc luded  in  the  percep t ions  about  these  people ,  ye t  chron ic

i l l ne s se s  and  pa in  can  i ncapac i t a t e  t he  su f f e r e r s  ( J acobs  1996 :26 -27 ;

Rol land 1989:437) ,  and

3)  peop l e  who  have  expe r i enced  t r auma  tha t  ha s  r ende red  t hem mob i l i t y

i m p a i r e d  a n d  w h o  s o c i e t y  u s u a l l y  p e r c e i v e  a s  b e i n g  d i s a b l e d  o r

disadvantaged in  mobi l i ty .

Models  cons t ruc ted  about  d i sab i l i ty  a re  then  d i scussed .   Wi l son  (2003:19)

r e f e r s  t o  a  m o d e l  o r  c o n s t r u c t  a s  “ a  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  w h o l e  o r  a  p a r t

o f  a  s o l i d  o r  a b s t r a c t  s t r u c t u r e . ”   M o d e l s  h a v e  b e e n  d e v i s e d  a s  a

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  s t y l e  o r  p a t t e r n s  o f  c e r t a i n  p e r i o d s  a n d  s t r u c t u r e s  o f

soc ia l  l i f e  in  an  a t t empt  to  dea l  wi th  the  p rob lems  of  d i sab i l i t i e s .   Thus ,  the

b iomedica l  and  soc ia l  mode l s  a re  g iven  a t t en t ion .   The  s t rong  po in t s  and

weak  po in t s  o f  each  mode l  a r e  c o n s i d e r e d ,  a s  a r e  t h e  w a y s  i n  w h i c h

s t r eng ths  and  weaknesses  i n f luence  peop le ’ s  t h ink ing  and  percep t ions

abou t  d i sab i l i t y .   A  sugges t ed  mode l  i s  d i scussed ,  wh ich  I  r e f e r  t o  a s  an

unfo ld ing  nar ra t ive  model  o f  mobi l i ty  impai rment .   I t  i s  based  on  Rol land’s

(1989,  1993 ,  1994)  no t ion  of  a  deve lopmenta l  l i fe  theory  of  chronic

i l lnesses .   A  sh i f t  in  th ink ing  i s  requ i red  to  answer  th i s  ques t ion .   Rol land’s

(1989 ,  1993 ,  1994)  deve lopmenta l  l i f e  theory  i s  r e fe r red  to  in  an  a t t empt  to
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desc r ibe  a  sh i f t  i n  t h ink ing  f rom the  med ica l  t o  the  psychosoc ia l  f ac to r s  o f

l iving with  impaired mobi l i ty  to  make the  not ion of  disabi l i ty  unders tandable

t o  a l l  p e o p l e .   I  a l s o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  W o r l d  H e a l t h  O r g a n i s a t i o n ’ s  ( W H O )

class i f ica t ion  of  d isabi l i ty .  

C h a p t e r  f o u r  d i s c u s s e s  t h e  q u e s t i o n :  I n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  d i sab led

iden t i ty ,  wha t  a re  the  expe r i ences  o f  peop le  who  a re  d i sadvan taged  in

mobi l i ty?   One  focus  o f  th i s  s tudy  i s  the re fo re  on  the  soc ia l  and  emot iona l

dimensions  of  people  l iv ing wi th  res t r ic t ions  in  mobi l i ty .   “Stor ies”  about

l i fe  ob ta ined  f rom the  par t i c ipan ts  dur ing  in te rv iews  a re  used  to  g ive

ins igh t  in to  the  exper i ences  o f  peop le  who  a re  d i sadvan taged  in  mobi l i ty .

Al though  the  empi r i ca l  s tudy  i s  l imi ted  and  main ly  used  fo r  i l lus t ra t ive

purposes ,  i t  can  con t r ibu te  to  ou r  unde r s t and ing  o f  t he  “p rob lem o f

iden t i ty”  of  people  who a re  d i sadvantaged  in  mobi l i ty .   I t  can  p r o v i d e

i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  s t r a t e g i e s  o f  a c t i o n  t h a t  a r e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  b r i n g  a b o u t

change  (Dreye r  2002 :11 ) .  

Chap te r  f ive  dea l s  wi th  the  ques t ion :  How can  Chr i s t i an  f a i th  communi t i e s ,

t h rough  pas to ra l  work  add re s s  t he  “p rob lem o f  i den t i t y”  o f  t hose  who  a re

mobility impa i red?   Th i s  ques t ion  wi l l  be  addressed  wi th  r e fe rence  to  how

t h e  chu rch  regards  d i sab i l i ty  and  the  s t ra teg ies  o f  how fa i th  communi t i e s ,

t h rough  pas to ra l  work ,  can  p rac t i s e  a  t heo logy  o f  embrace .

P a s t o r a l  w o r k  a c t i o n s  s h o u l d  b e  d i r e c t e d  b y  t h e  m e s s a g e  o f  l o v e  a n d

compass ion  o f  God  to  embrace  a l l  humank ind ,  to  l i be ra t e  peop le  f rom any

exc lus ionary  sys tems ,  whe ther  soc ia l ,  po l i t i ca l ,  economic  o r  r e l ig ious  and

t o  e m p o w e r  t h e m  ( P a t t o n  1 9 9 3 : 2 5 ) .   Th i s  means  t ha t  t he  f a i t h  communi ty

h a s  a  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  c a r e  f o r  i t s  o w n  m e m b e r s .   I t  a l s o  h a s  a

respons ib i l i t y  to  make  i t s  vo ice  hea rd  pub l i c ly  aga ins t  soc ia l  sys t ems  tha t

c a u s e  s u f f e r i n g .  

I  wi l l  a rgue  tha t  th i s  s tudy  g ives  an  emphas i s  to  pas to ra l  work  th rough  fa i th
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communi t i es  tha t  i s  con tex tua l  in  re la t ion  to  peop le ’ s  da i ly  l iv ing

e x p e r i e n c e s  i n  o r d i n a r y ,  e v e r y d a y  s o c i a l ,  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  r e l i g i o u s

e n v i r o n m e n t s .   T h u s ,  I  a r g u e  t h a t  t h e  s t a n c e  t o  b e  t a k e n  b y  t h e  f a i t h

communi ty  to  “d i f f e ren t  o the r s”  needs  to  be  communi ty -based  and

c o n t e x t u a l .   I t  m e a n s  t h a t  t h i s  s t u d y  i s  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  p e r s o n a l  a n d

publ ic  exper iences  of  people  d isadvantaged  in  mobi l i ty .

Pas to ra l  worke r s  need  to  expand  the i r  v i s ion  and  co -au tho r  w i th  t he  o the r

a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  f a i t h  c o m m u n i t y ’ s  o p e r a t i o n a l  f i e l d s  a n d  c o n f r o n t  t h e  t a s k

t h a t  a d v o c a t e s  r e n e w a l  o f  t h e  f a i t h  c o m m u n i t y ’ s  a p p r o a c h  t o  p r a c t i c e s

toward  peop le  who  a re  d i sadvan taged  (Lyon  1995 :95) .   In  add i t ion ,  t he

Bib le  p rov ides  a  number  o f  r e sources  to  enab le  f a i th  communi t i e s  to

conf ron t  t he  i s sues  o f  i den t i t y  and  exc lus iona ry  ac t s  t ha t  make  a  s ense  o f

be long ing  in  soc ie ty  d i f f i cu l t .   I t  can  enab le  us  to  dea l  wi th  soc ia l  and

pol i t ica l  e th ics  in  re la t ion to  ident i ty  ( S t e i n h o f f - S m i t h  1 9 9 5 : 1 4 8 ) .

C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  I  c o n s i d e r e d  a  p r a x i s  o f  p a s t o r a l  w o r k  t h a t  i s  i n t e r w o v e n

wi th  the  o the r  pas to ra l  d imens ions  o f  f a i th  c o m m u n i t i e s .   H o w  t h e s e  f i e l d s

o f  a c t i on  i n t e r ac t  w i th  one  ano the r  t o  embrace  peop l e  who  a r e  cha l l enged

in  mobi l i ty  wi th  car ing that  i s  hol is t ic ,  i s  d iscussed.

1 . 8   C O N C L U S I O N

Thi s  chap t e r  i n t roduced  t he  r e sea r ch  t op i c  and  t he  r e sea r ch  app roach .

Th i s  s tudy  i s  abou t  the  “prob lem of  iden t i ty” ,  abou t  how peop le  who  a re

d i sadvan taged  in  mobi l i ty  exper ience  a  f ixed  iden t i ty  o f  the  “d i sab led”  and

how fa i th  communi t ies ,  th rough pas tora l  work  praxis ,  should  p lay  a  ro le  in

address ing  the  “p rob lem of  iden t i ty” .   I  have  po in ted  ou t  tha t  the  s t rugg le

wi th  i den t i t y  and  f ind ing  a  s ense  o f  be long ing  in  a  soc i e ty  i s  a  ve ry  r ea l

p rob lem for  peop le  who  l ive  wi th  mobi l i ty  d i sadvan tages .   However ,

prac t ica l  theo logy  can  p lay  a  ro le  in  the i r  l ives  t h r o u g h  r e f l e c t i o n  o n  a

theo logy  o f  embrace  tha t  s t r eng thens  i den t i t y  t h rough  f ac i l i t a t i ng  a  s ense
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of  be long ing  to  the  soc ie t i e s  tha t  these  peop le  l ive  in .   Our  unders t and ing

o f  t he  s t o r i e s  o f  t he  B ib l e  i s  a  ma jo r  pa r t  o f  Chr i s t i an  f a i t h  communi t i e s ’

con t r ibu t ion  to  such  a  p rax i s  o f  embrace .   

I t  w a s  d i s c u s s e d t h a t  n a r r a t i v e  t h e o r y  a n d  e m p i r i c a l  r e s e a r c h  c a n  a l s o

con t r i bu t e  t o  a  t heo logy  o f  embrace  t ha t  he lp s  u s  t o  dea l  w i th  t he  “p rob lem

of  i den t i t y” .   Howeve r ,  be fo re  be ing  enab l ed  t o  r e f l e c t  on  a  t heo logy  o f

embrace  we  mus t  embark  on  exp lo r ing  wha t  na r ra t ive  theo ry  i s  abou t .  Thus ,

an  exp lo ra t ion  o f  na r ra t ive  iden t i ty  i s  d i scussed  in  the  nex t  chap te r .


