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SUMMARY

This thesis is about pastoral work with people who live with mobility
impairment. The research address two main questions, namely “What are
the implications of acquired mobility impairment for personal identity and
collective identity?” and “How can we in Christian faith communities,
through pastoral work, facilitate a sense of belonging and strengthen
personal identity and collective identity for people who are mobility

disadvantaged?”

Thisthesistherefore addresses the problem of identity. Thus, atheoretical
analysis from literature sources is undertaken to explore theories about
narrative identity in relation to personal identity and the importance of the
metaphor “belonging” to bridge the gap of personal identity to collective
identity. Consequently, religious identity is discussed in relation to the
notion of multiple identities and the importance of collective identity to

shaping personal identity.

The research questions are answered through a theoretical exploration of
approaches to disability and qualitative, narrative empirical research is
undertaken. A few people who are quadriplegic, a family member and an
occupational therapist are interviewed and the recounting of their “stories”
facilitated. The empirical research resultsin highlighting that the research
participants’ “stories” discloses a link between bodily restrictions and
social restrictions to mobility. This combination works together to make
social interaction very difficult and clearly influenced the transition from
pre-quadriplegia to post-quadriplegia. Analysing the “stories” told by the
research participants allows for critical reflection on a preferred pastoral

work praxis to people living with mobility impairment.

Narrative identity is linked with a theology of embrace and metaphors of

“covenant” and “belonging” which expresses that faith communities should



i
imitate the embracing love and compassion of the Triune God who through
the act of suffering included all humankind. It providesthe foundation for
a preferred pastoral work praxis of “embrace” which can be practised

holistically and actively through integration with the other practices of

faith communitiesto facilitate a sense of belonging to a collective identity.

KEY TERMS: People who are mobility impaired; identity; lack of social
interaction; theology of embrace; narrative identity; holistic care;
communal and contextual care; integrated practices; pastoral work praxis

of embrace.
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LifeisWorthLiving ByFelixGosher 24/04/2004

Whenl feellikel’mintheworstshoes,
Theworldisonmyshouldersandtherighttobehappyisrefused.
Everythingllongfor,isbeyondmyreach,
Thisnegativity,isrobbing,likearavenousleech.
I’'msounhappy withwhol am,onthismassiveearth,

Whydidl actually comeout and breathe, at my birth.

| haveeverything essential foranablelife.
Yetl feellikeslittingwristswitharazor sharpknife.
Butthenl walkedintoasilentclassoneday,
Andwitnessed somethingawesome, | hadnowordstosay.
A manwithlessthanhalf my physical ability andform,

Sattherewithasmile, happytohavebeenborn.
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Mostof hisablelife, hadbeenpermanently lost,
Yetheliftedhisspiritanddiscoveredhope, despitethegreat physical
cost.
Hehastriumphedover all that hasever settohimback,
Listeningtohim, mademequestioniftherereallyis,anythinghe
lacks.
Forattheendofthedayit'sall aboutliving,

Thisman hassufferedreality,yethe’sstill alwaysgiving.
Thespecial peoplewhorisefromthedark,
Inamiserablebeinglikeme,inspireaspark.

Forthey arechosenfrom God above,

Tolivealifeof strengthand hope,onthewingsof adove.

Andalthoughtheyare‘different’,they areoneandthesame,
They havefeelings, emotions, and experiencepain.
Theyarefightersandwinnersand Gladiatorsof Being,
Watchingthemsucceedisinspirationallyworth seeing.
Tolivethedaytoitsfullestandappreciatesitsall,
Istoenjoy and honour, and answer God’scall.
Forifthey,thespecial ones,canovercomestrife,

Il havenorighttowastethispreciousthing, calledlife.
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