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What do we remember? 



For a political party the posters 
are only  useful if they are out 

there, . . . .  
on the lamp poles, robot posts or 

the trees 



Do we still remember which 
parties took part? 

 
Do we remember the posters? 

 
Where can I make a comparison? 

 



Unisa Library has the answers 
 

We digitised the posters for 
continuous, easy access and research 

 





Preparation for digitisation 



Preparation 
• Counted the posters 

 

• Made a list 
 

• Numbered each poster 
 

• Noted the sizes 
 

• Cleaned and repaired posters 
 

• Put in a request at the scanning centre 
 

• Compiled the technical specifications 
 
 
 

 



 



Party Abbreviation # of 
Posters 

DCASP 
nr 

African Christian Democratic Party ACDP 3 
541          

 542        
 543 

African Independent Congress AIC 1 544 

African National Congress ANC 3 
545             
546           
547           

African People's Convention APC 2 548           
549 

Agang SA Agang 1 550 

Congress of the People COPE 2 551     
552 

Democratic Alliance DA 3 
553   

 554     
555 

Economic Freedom Fighters EFF 1 556 

Freedom Front Plus VF+ 2 557      
558 

Front National FN 2 559   
560   

Inkatha Freedom Party IFP 1 561 

National Freedom Party NFP 1 562 

Pan Africanist Congress PAC 2 563    
 564   

Pan Africanist Movement PAC 1 565 

United Democratic Movement UDM 1 567 

Workers and Socialist Party WASP 1 568 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/African_Christian_Democratic_Party
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/African_Independent_Congress
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/African_National_Congress
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/African_People's_Convention
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Agang_South_Africa
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Congress_of_the_People_(South_African_political_party)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Democratic_Alliance_(South_Africa)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Economic_Freedom_Fighters
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Freedom_Front_Plus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Front_National_(South_Africa)&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inkatha_Freedom_Party
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Freedom_Party
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pan_Africanist_Congress_of_Azania
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Pan_Africanist_Movement&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Democratic_Movement
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Workers_and_Socialist_Party


Technical information  



Technical specifications 
Scanning  For this 

collection 
Notes - explanation 

Scanned in colour  RGB 24 bit Colour can be changed to grayscale or 
B@W but not the other way round 

Scanned at 400 dpi  
(dpi = dots per inch) 

 400 dpi Standard is 600 dpi, but this gives 
very big tiff files – space, storage 

Size scanned at 100% Always better to use real size  
File format for master file .tiff files Lossless format – no compression,  

no loss of pixels; large files - storage 
Derivatives  format(s) .jpg / .pdf/ 

.png 
Compression; loss of pixels – smaller 
user friendly files 

Naming convention   DCASP Must be decided beforehand, be 
consistent 



Experiment : File sizes at various dpi 
Dpi tiff file size   jpeg file size 

Saved at medium (8) 

150 48.6 MB 
49,755 kB 

47.7 MB 
48,844 kB 

300 191.9 MB 
196,511 kB 

189.6 MB 
194,150 kB 

400 342.1 MB 
350,362 kB 

338.9 MB  
347,033 kB 

550 642.7 MB 
658,153 kB 

640.7 MB 
656,076  kB 

600 765.7 MB 
784,179 kB 

762.5 MB 
780,800  kB 

Size of poster  
scanned: 
59 x 84 cm   
=  A1 size 



Metadata 
Embedded metadata 



Metadata 
Descriptive metadata: Dublin Core  element Metadata 

Creator Agang SA 

Date  May 2014 

Title Enough is enough, Vote Agang SA  

Description Poster showing Mamphela Ramphele with her clenched 
fist raised; Contact information &  Social media sites 

Format Jpg image 

Identifier  DCASP_550 

Language English 

Publisher Agang SA 

Subject Election poster ; advertisement 

Type Still Image; Scanned image 

Source Part of:  Documentation Centre for African 
Studies,  Acc 422 

Keywords SA politics; election 2014; Ramphele; Agang 



The scanner 

Zeutschel  
OS14000 A0 HQ 



Scanning staff 

Tsebe Motselele           Zeb Tlhagale 



Enhancing  or repairing scans 



Master file / original 



Derivative repaired 



Access all the time for everybody 



Archives on the Library page 



Inventories on the Unisa Institutional 
Repository (UIR) 

 



 



If it is worth keeping  
it is in the archives! 

    Thank you 
   Re a leboga 

    Dankie 
 

   Questions? 
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