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ABSTRACT

The purpose for this research journey was twofold: (1) to discover the power of
certain discourses in the charismatic church context and (2) to challenge
disrespectful discursive practices in order to co-operate respectful, ethical and
caring ways of being. Seven leaders in charismatic churches committed
themselves to this qualitative research project. The research process resulted in
a confirmation by the participants that some charismatic discursive practices
can be abusive and also to the acknowledgement that they too have at times
fulfilled the role of abuser, even in unknowingly. This research journey ended in
Hope. Hope for more transparency and trust between leaders and members,

resulting in more respectful practices.
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