
THE NATAL DAILY NEWS, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 29, 1959 

MOVING SCENES 
FORT HARE 
ASSEMBLY 

Daily New. Corre.pondent 
ALICE, Thursday. 

PROF. RAYMOND BURROWS, Principal of Fort Hare, 
said at a moving and dignified ceremony at the 

university yesterday that with one exception the governing 
council-one of the most representative and dist inguished 
bodies in the university world - was being summarily 
liquidated. 

Fort Hare had long been supported by Church, State and 
communities from the Cape to the Zambesi, and, at a cross
road of contrasting culture, it had been a frontier post in the 
attack on ignorance and prejudice. 

The needed reinforcements of 
official goodwill and political 
understanding had unfortunately 
not been forthcoming, said Prof. 
Burrows. 

He was speaking at the final 
assembly of students and staff. 
They were joined by an impres
sive array of professors and 
students of Rhodes Univetsity. 

They filed in solemn procession 
in full academic dress from the 
quadrangle to the Great Hall 

Prof. Burrows, in thanking Dr. 
Alty, the chairman, and the 
governing council, for their untir
ing help to .. beleaguered" Fort 
Hare said: "The' Fort Hare Senate 
has suffered casualties during the 
past few days. Ten members of 
the staff who had been either dis
missed or not reappointed were 
members of the Senate." 

CONTINUEO CONFIDENCE 
.. They had been appointed after 

world-wide advertising, and keen 
competition, and the council con

' tinued to place every confidence 
in their competence and integrity. 

"As a result of the conftscation 
of the Church hostels, our well
loved Wardens are being ousted. 
Unfortunately, the Senate as we 
know it, will soon be replaced by 
a dubious, deflated. and double
jointed shadow of the real thing, 

"A few months ago, replying to 
a cruel and incorrect attack on 
the quality of our stafT and 
students, we obtained last year's 
examination results from all 
South African universities. and 
were able to show that Fort Hare's 
percentage of passes was the 
second highest. A highly credit
able per for man c e (Loud 
applause.) . 

Dr. T. Alty, Vice-Chancellor of 
Rhodes University, said: "After 
43 years of development and 

service to the African peoples, the 
College faces a great crisis, the 
outcome of which is by no means 
clear. 

"What is clear is that the 
known and tried ways of the past 
are to be disrupted. 

"I hope that despite present 
anxieties and uncertaInty, Fort 
Hare will continue to maintain the 
loyal support of its sons, and 
continue to be the outstanding 
centre of higher education of the 
African people." 

Dr. Alexander Kerr. Principal of 
Fort Hare from 1916 to 1948, said 
the changes at the Colle,e had 
been decided solely in consonance 
with an over-riding political 
theory. 

"STUDENTS FIRST" 
"While regarding my conviction 

that the method of dismissal of 
former staff members must have 
shocked every university man in 
the country. I would say to those 
who may be in a dilemma on the 
matter of conscience that it is a 
cardinal principle in universities 
that the interests of the students 
must be paramount. 

"So stick to your students and 
your post unless there is some 
principle which you regard as 
inviolable and which overrides 
what appears to be plain duty." 

Miss G. M. H. Darroll. speaking 
on behalf of the Lecturers' Asso
ciation, said: "One of the most 
remarkable aspects at Fort Hare 
has been the unity of the staff. 

"Apart from four African ethnic 
groups, and COloureds and Indians, 
there were three White South 
Africans, four Whites from 
Britain, three from the Continent, 
two from America, and one J ewish. I 
What a diversity in one we have 
been. What a University!" (Loud 
applause). 

AT FINAL 

CSI7 

IMPOSSIBLE' "TOS1'AY 
J..11(q.~, SAYS MATTHEWS 16 , FORT HARE, Wedneaday. 
A T a solemn and moving final assembly today under the old 

regime at the University College of Fort Hare, Professor 
Z. K. Matthews, the vice-principal and vice-chairman of the 
senate, who haa been offered reappoin tment on January 1 next 
year, announced that he found it impossible to become a part of 

\
the new Fort Hare. 

:'Men and women graduate.! of 
this country and throughout the 
world have been deeply indebted 1 

to Fort Hare for endeavouring to 
teach a broad South Africanism " 
he said. ' 

"Fort Hare, for 40 years, bas 
~orked under a happy associa 
tion of sta.1f and students of 
different race, politics, culture 
and faith, and unless South 
Africa as a whole learns to work 
the same way it will come to 
disaster." 

The Great Hall was tilled wi th 

I 
students and stat'l, and a big 
contingent of professors, staff 
and students from Rhodes Uni~ 
versity, and this tinal meeting 
was opened with the studen ts' 
song known the world over, 
"Gaudeamus 'igitur . . . II "Let 
us rejoice while we are young." 

OTHER SPEAKERS 
T he other five spea kers were : 

Dr. T. Alty (represen ting R hodes 
University); Dr. Alexander Kerr 
(for the College Council) ; Profes
sor H. Raymond-B urrows (Col
lege Senate); Miss Gertrude M . 
H . Darroll (Lecturers' ASSOCia
tion ); and Mr. J . M. Majola 
(president of the Studen ts' 
Representative Council) . 

The Ven . Archdeacon H. P. 
Rolfe, warden of Beds. H a ll. the 
Anglican hostel, p ronounced the 
benediction, and this was fol 
lowed by the .tnging of the 
Bantu national Bongs: "Nkosi 
Sikelel Afrika" and "Morena 
1301oka."-(Sapa). 


