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A SINGING COMPETITION I HAVE 
WITNESSED, 

(By Joseph Marivate.) 

There were hundred of reople at the Tlltngelane 
lIission Station on Saturuay, September 18th 1937. 
To witness a Ringing cOlilpetition among the schools 
situated between Pfukalle anu 

Before the I nsp,'ctor, Mr Spru,vt" his mpervisors 
Messrs Mtebule and Ph""oal1e, a,,,[ the judges arrived, 
the teachers hu([ arranged for ti\C sil?,ing t"J be con· 
ducted in the OpCIl Howen,r thG de-k.; wpre remo· 
ved into the church when the Inspector a;ld the judges 
had dacided that the music of the choirs would be 
lr ' ore impressi\'e inside the church t.han it. 
At about 12 am . t.he Supervisor Mr had 
accommodated as many reople as po,sible into the 
Church and the..singing commenced . The fir i<t piece 
that was sung was a Ban tu song, "Ingudu.;o" arran· 
ged by the famous Zulu Musici"n and composer, Mr 
Caluza. 

Four school choirs sang and they were 
as follows :- Pfukane School under Mr E. Nkondo, 
Shikundu School under Mr Francis Mabobo, Piet Boy 
School under Mr N. Ntsungu, Tlangela School under 
Xr H. Makaukau. The same 8chool choirs, four in 
number, were called again on the stage for the render· 
ing of the second piece, all EngliRh song, "The 
Merry Ben Ringers." 

That done the Inspector Mr Spruyt spoke very 
concisely. The cbief points of his brief speeclo\ were 
these: He thanked the Native Recruiting Company 
for h av ing provided t,he cup for the singing com petit. 
i" ns ill he Pfukane·:vJ.h in.!a An·a. He thanked the 
j "d,,(E'" for ha ving F (,) \villingly lelt their dutil's to help 
him . The jucigf>s Mrs Ii Thomas, singing teacher 
at Lemuna Tl'aining Cul!egp., and Mr Vall del' Spey, 
Principal of the Bethe-da Tl'ailling College. 

Mr Spruyt said th at the judges were pleased with 
ti1tJ music ol all the choirs. He also said that the 
Bantu are great Blusicians, and that they only need 
t,u develop their talents. He expressed his disappoint. 
ment for the few number of school choirs that 
C Jmpetcd. 

J nst befere the end of his remarks, Mr Spruyt 
ann ou nced that the PIukane School had won the cup. 
Tbere were Loud cheers when Mrs H. Thoma.s presen· 
ted the cup to Mr E. Nkondo conductor of the Pfu· 
kane School Choir. The Tlangelane School came 2nd 
at the competition. 

Everything went well; the competition was very 
keen; the judges' decision satisfied everbody; the 
dicipline of the aud:ence was very good: the waole 
!Jusine;s 'ms Yery short to the benefit of the children 
who had tn travel many miles to reach their homes. 

BefGl'c cO:lcluding I wish to say that I enjoyed 
every minute of my six hours' stay at Tlangelane but 
my ha,'pies t h our there was spent during thGl render· 
ing of t,he pieces of Music, and I believe it was the 
f'ame with everybody. I think that were there more 
things done at that singing cohtest, the people would 
have been happier still. I know it was a beginning 
and that is why I have to suggest something for the 
next Ei,teddfod. Let us have things as are done at 
the Zo uLpansburg Joint Council Eisteddfod. Things 
like solos, duets, quartettes, quintettes etc. Native 
Instruments and Native Dances, We Natives are 
good at dancing, and that is a talent which must be 
developed as well. 

Perhaps the teachers of the the Pfukane-Mhings. 
Area will ask me two important questions namely, 

• 
that the work wit! be heavy for them and that nobody 
will be responsible for giving the prizes. 

I shall not attempt to give solutions to these great 
problems but I shall say what I think. 

. As far as prizes for winners for various competitions 
are concerned, I sincerely trust that our Inspectors if 
approached can do something. They are very much 
interested in Natives, and they are very keen at de
veloping Native talents. They can try their level 
best to do something if only the teachers put their 
difficulties before them, and cooperate . with them. 

The other problem of gettbg time to help the 
scholars a.nd other people learn their solos etc, I think 
it is a matter of interst. Once you love the people 
amongst whom you work and live TIME is no problem. 
We Bantu teachers, no matter where we teach; let us 
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not forget that our people hardly any worth white 
recreation, and we who are a little enlightened to 
realise that state of things, should co-operate ,,;th 
those Europeans who are interested in us, and with 
those whose duty it is to improve us, endeavour to 
introduce new forms of recreations to our people. 

Motor Accidents. 
It is a common thing these days to heal' of deaths 

caused by motor vehicles: It is only the other day 
when Phillip Magagane a native teacher from Mama
bolo's was knocked down from his bicycle, by a mo
tor-car and he died soon after he was admitted to the 

,Hospital. Mr Magagane was travelling from Pieters
burg going home to Mamabolo's. It was after sunset. 
How the accident happened nobody can tell but the 
fact is that Mr. Magagane is liO more. 

People must not confuse him with another Phillip 
Magagane who is a teacher also and who comes from 
Lemana and Basutoland. He is not the Olle that went 
through Lemana during Rev. E. Thom as ' time. The 
deceased is another Magagane. He leaves a wife and 
some children. Weare sorry for these dear one,;. 

An accident occnrred between M.:.mbol,/" & PIeters
burg when a car driven by a white man crushed into 
a bicycle ridden by a native teacher Phillip :\1agagane. 
Phillip died sbortly after he was admitted at the 
Pietersburg IIospital. He leaves a wife and several 
children. 

Readers must not confuse him with Phillip Maga
gane who was at Lemana during the time of late Rev 
Eugine Thomas. This:s a::1Other Magagane. We are 
very sorry for him and for his wife and children. 

I tbe middle of October 1937 a lorry belonging to 
some Indian Nader and driven Jjy a native, was travel
ling between Louis Trichardt and Elim Hospital. 7 
miles off Louis Trichardt the lorry killed a pedestrian 
who was trying to cross the road. 

This pedestrian was a native woman. The lorry 
',\",-\s moving fast aild the woman being excited did not 
know where to jump to. She first crossed the road 
and then back again only to be run over by the lorry. 
She was hurled about 8 feet from the lorry-dead! 

The driver, wishing to go back to Louis Trichardt 
to report the matter hailed a passing lorry. This lor
ry belonged to the forestry department and was going 
into town. We hear that it was driven by a white 
man. The lorry stopped and the poor native driver 
dashed to jump into the lorry and before he was well 

the lorry started and he fell and was crushed 

under the wheels-he also died following the wOIJI.an 
whom he had accidentally killed. 

Leader with Rare 

Gifts Lost. 
Often, when news of death reach us, it is the I crea

ved relatives we console, pity and grieve for. While
this applies similarly to the shocking news of ?Ir 
Edwin N. Mahlcza's "promotion to higher it 
is mainly in terms of nationality that we drop OUl
sombre heads: for teacher Mahleza was our tribal 
idol-a national leader imbued with rare gift8. 

Asa teacher, he was on the top wrung; as a PObt, 
music composer, seho!ar and social worker, he 
ed unnatural and spuntaneous abil .ty. His hundred, 
of pupils, relatives and fri( nus will they ever forge t 
his athletic form as, like a Greek athlet" of old, he 
stood cheering on his Rib) la school boy" tug-o'-war 
team at the ZtJutpansb Ir ,t('r sehoul "portR meeting? 
when conducting thellJ Ull 'in,)n.,; hi" 
One wonders .... 

His ins piling jokes and well·chosen linguisticR, who 
ever will bl ush them off from memon? It was hi" 
underBtanding of humaa n . turc, his pa.;, ionate human 
sympathies, hi,; humble , .e,.; an,l ,impLcity that en
deared him to sUf-eriel', ,qual and pupil alike. In 
spite of his possession of these I;odlyen(lowmcnt', 
ostentation never appealed to him. He was a "well" 
of simplicity, was Mahleza. Our school8, church, fra
ternal orders and all, have sustained, through hi:; 
sudden departure, an irrepairable loss. 

In the annals of the Valdezia, Ribolla, Barotta and 
Matshila schools-his fields of work-his name will, 
for ages, remain a landmark. In their school war
cry, the Valdezians-Iong before he was through his 
primary school course-called him:... "Mahleza the 
promising" What a prophecy! 

His most recent· poema: "Nq.alo yi Xhapakile" and 
"Nol'O wa Mankhozana" are works not a whit short 
of classical genius. Indeed, Mahlcza W&8 a spo·lta. 
neous Chancer of Shangaan verse. His musical pro
ductions, few though these still were, were-far qua
lity IUld originality-unequalled. 

Given a handful more years to live, we cannot but 
wonder what this "rara avis" would live to achieve, 
His meteor-like departure from his dearest "Shipilo
ngo," "Maswissa" and friends and well-wishers, set, 
indignation seething in our heads. 

vVhile this loss of a hero-embued-wit,h marvellous
gift is a thunderbolt in itself, we console ourselves by 
saying that: Mr Mahle7a's plemature depature frr rn 
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