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Perceptions about archivists & archives 
in fiction

Archivists   
• ….  seem to be absent-mindedness, other-worldliness, 

clumsiness, dustiness, musty odors, awkwardness, and 
other features suggesting one who is far more 
comfortable with dead, rather than living, people

Archives
• ... where the records are stored, are often similarly 

depicted. They are situated in basements or attics. They 
are associated with dust and old, useless stuff. They are 
seen as forgotten places, or as places to put stuff that 
should, or will, be forgotten        
http://readingarchives.blogspot.com/2006/11/what-should-fictional-archivist-look.html

http://readingarchives.blogspot.com/2006/11/what-should-fictional-archivist-look.html
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Archives
A collection of historical records, or the physical place they 

are located. Archives contain primary source documents 
that have accumulated over the course of an individual 
or organization's lifetime, and are kept to show the 
function of an organisation

It consist of records that have been selected for permanent 
or long-term preservation on grounds of their enduring 
cultural, historical, or evidentiary value

Archival records are normally unpublished and almost 
always unique, unlike books or magazines for which 
many identical copies exist



Archivist

An archivist brings 
order to archival 
material and make 
The information 
resources 
accessible to
researchers

http://www.cartoonstock.com/directory/a/archive.asp

http://www.cartoonstock.com/directory/a/archive.asp


Disorganised collections

Donations can sometimes be a bit disorganised



Archives

Organised archival material



Finding aids

An archivist creates finding aids to enable 
the researcher to know what is available in 
a specific collection
– such as guides

directories
inventories



Finding aids 
Inventory



Reading room



Technology
in the 

Archives



Service to clients
• High resolution scans done by Unisa 

archives staff  - as requested by the 
researcher  - jpeg

• Researcher scan with the Xerox and email 
to themselves - pdf

• Researchers photograph what they need –
jpeg

• Training



Hoffmann scans



TRAINING CLIENTS TO USE ARCHIVE 
DATABASES AND FINDING AIDS



National Archives

National Automated Archival Information 
Retrieval System (NAAIRS)

- countrywide information,
including Unisa Resources



Databases in NAAIRS 



NAAIRS search screen





INVENTORIES ONLINE



Inventories on the UIR



http://uir.unisa.ac.za/handle/10500/2829

http://uir.unisa.ac.za/handle/10500/2829


Inventories on the UIR





DIGITISING ARCHIVAL MATERIAL



We are getting there



Pilot project – Gandhi letters

Project 2000- 2001

CM Doke Collection – letters written by MK Gandhi
• scanned the documents 
• transcribed the letters 
• published on the web



Letter written by MK Gandhi, 1907



Project 2:  Arthur Nortje

2005- 2007

Arthur Nortje Collection (1942 – 1970)

poetry, manuscripts, diaries & photographs
• scanned the documents 
• transcribed notebooks & diary
• published on the web



Scan from Arthur Nortje’s notebook



Current project - Sabinet



Digitised archival material



http://uir.unisa.ac.za/handle/10500/4176

http://uir.unisa.ac.za/handle/10500/4176


Examples



STUDYMATERIAL



Studymaterial then ….. 



… and now …. 1612 files and growing...



Electronic exhibitions

as marketing tools and 
making information 

available



The Unisa International 
Piano Competitions

Unisa Archives

January 2012
© Unisa Archives 2012



4th International Piano Competition - 1988

Competitors



Seventh International Piano 
Competition - 1994



Questions?

Annette le Roux 
lrouxha@unisa.ac.za
Unisa Archives
SP PD 2-3
X2560 

mailto:lrouxha@unisa.ac.za
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