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The final Am'mbly of the University College oj Fort Hare under the 
regime of the Departmnlt of Education, Arts and Scifflce and as an 
affiliated Institution of Rhodes Un;vers;tywas l/tid in the College Ammbly 
Hall on Wednuday 28th October 1959. 

The academic procession assembll!d around the lawns of the quadrangle 
and moved to the Hall led by Dr. Ally (Vict-Chm/tellor of Rhodes 
University and Chairman of the Council of tht University College oj 
Fort /Jare), the Principal, Deans of Rhodes Uniwrsily, Members of Coun
cil and Senate and Staff 0/ Rhodes and Fort Ilort, and every student of the 
College. 

After the linging of Gaudeamus 19itur and Amici usque ad Arm and a 
Scripture reading and pray" by the Rt:fJerend E. L. Cragg, addresses were 
delivered. The Assembly closed with the pronouncemml of the Bene· 
diclion by Archdeacon H. P. Rolfe and the ringing of Nlwsi likelel' 
"Afrika, and Morena Boloka-two National Anthems of the Bani" 
Proples. 

Address by Dr. T. Alty, Viu·Chanu/lor of Rhodn Unmnrity. 

We meet this morning at this ceremony to mark the end of a chapter 
in the history of Fort Hare. After +4 years of development and service 
to the African peoples, the College faces a great crisis in its affairs 
leading to a future which is at this time by no means dear. What is 
dear is that the known and tried waya of Ihe past are 10 be disrupted, 
that the day of the Governing Coullci], n:prc!lCllIing the many varied 
interests supporting the College, and elected by them-is over, and 
that the association with Rhodes University is at an end. I therefore 
speak to you this morning in two capacities : as Vice-Chancellorof your 
University and as Chairman of your Governing Council and in both 
capacities I speak with sadness. 
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As Vice-Chancellor I view with sorrow and regret the forcible sepa
ration of the College from the University. This regret becomes all 
the more pronounced when I review the long connection between the 
two institutions. Long before the days of affiliation, leading scholars 
from Rhodes had served Fort Hare as representati,'es of the University 
of South Africa on your CounciL In this connection I mention the 
names of Professors Dingemans, Kidd,Ewing, Varder, and Dr. Smeath 
Thomas, who, between them, served on the Council throughout 
its life from about 1920 and devoted much time to the ad,'anee
ment of the College'S interests. When Rhodes became a sep
arate University in 1951 this College became an affiliated College 
of the University and in consequence the relationship between us be
came much doser than before. Sinee that time, graduates of this 
College have been Rhodes graduates, holding Rhodes degrees and 
enjoying full membership of the Convocation of the University. Dur
ing the eight years of affiliation I think we shall all agree that the College 
has made great progress. Numbers have increased, for the first time 
the College has been subsidised on the same basis as the other univer
sities and, in consequence of the increased Government grant, many 
long planned developments could be carried out. The result is the 
College as you see it today, an institution of which we can all be proud. 

And now the College facrs a great change on being taken over by the 
Ministry of Bantu Education. I\'lany of us have had serious doubts as 
to the po!l8ibility of forwarding university education successfully in 
the conditions of rigidity and isolation which seem to threaten, and all 
of us associated with the College have striven to make dear the diffi
culties inherent in such a scheme. \Ve have however not been 
successful in these efforts and the changes we ha,e tried to prevent arc 
now upon us, We must hope that the weaknesses and difficulties 
which we have detected in the organisation of the new College may in 
practice prove to be lellS harmful than many friends of Fort Hare have 
feared, I cannot find \Iords to say very much on this score today, but 
I speak to you with sympathy for the difficulties involved in adjustment 
to the new regime and with personal good wishes to each and all ofyou. 

This is probably the last occasion on which the Vice-Chancellor of 
Rhodes University will address the staff and students of Fort Hare as 
members of an affiliated College. All of you students here this morn
ing will be entitled, if you so wish, to take the examinations of Rhodes 
University. Your successors will not have that option; but as we 
approach the parting of the ways, I wish to give both to you and to 
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your successors and to your College, the heartiest good wishes and 
encouragement of the University. 

I now wish to say some words of thanks in my capacity as Chairman 
of the Governing Council. First to my fellow members on the Coun
cil for their support and their great interest in all the activities of the 
College. Secondly I would like to thank all the members of the staff 
(or their unstinted efforts to advance the quality and status of the 
College, The Council, and the College, has always been well served 
by a competent and loyal staff and it is a matter of the greatest regret to 
us all that that staff should be facing such unforeseen difficulty as a 
result of the transfer of the College. I thank each individual member 
of staff for his past help and, whether he is to.remain with the College 
or not, I wish him in the future every happiness and success. 

Finally I come to the three men who have been most intimately 
concerned with the growth, development and management of the 
College. Dr. Kerr who came here as a young man and devoted his 
whole life to the College, Professor Dent who served with him for so 
many years and succeeded him as Principal, and Professor Burrows 
who took charge when the shadow of change was already lying over the 
College and whose untiring efforts on its behalf have inspired us alL 
I know that the Governing Council would wish me to offer its special 
and grateful thanks to all three of them. 

In conclusion I wish to express the hope that, despite present 
anxieties and uncertainties, Fort Ilare will continue to merit, and to 
receive, the loyal support of its sons and will continue to be the out
standing centre for the higher education of the African people. 

Address by Dr. Alexander Kerr. M.A., LL.D" D.O. 
Principal of Fort /Jare 1916-1948 

Vice-Chairman of Cau"cil of the University Col/ege of Fort Hare. 

The history of this College, so far, resolves itself into four phases. 
The first phase covers the period from 1905 to 1915, from the time, 
that is, of the first Convention of delegates held at Lovedale in 
December 1905, through the protracted and sometimes tedious years 
of preparation, propaganda and finally persuasion, when, in January 
1915, the Union Government of General Botha decided to support 
here a College for the higher education of Natives, and instructed the 
Department of Union Education to place a modest sum upon its 
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estimates as subsidy. The second phase may be taken as lasting from 
1916. when the College was formally opened by General Botha as 
Prime Minister and Minister of Native Affairs. till 1937. when the 
development of Native Secondary Schools throughout the Union had 
proceeded to such an extent, and the enrolment of post-matriculation 
students at the College had so increased. that the Council decided to 
discontinue secondary teaching and concentrate upon degree courses 
of the University of South Africa. and certain diploma courses of 
its own. The third phase lasted from 1937 till 1951. at which latter 
date the remaining constituent colleges of the University of South 
Africa attained full university status, the University itself became an 
examining body for external students, and by Act of Parliament, Fort 
Hare. for purposes of degree examinations. became affiliated to Rhodes 
University. The fourth phase has covered the years from 1951 till 
this year of grace, 1959, after which the Fort Hare Transfer Act comes 
into force, and the entire control of the College passes to the recently 
created Ministry of 8antu Education. 

Nothing is to be gained by overlooking the fact that, while the 
previous steps in the development of the College were taken in the 
natural course of its history, and on its own initiative, the step that is 
now projected has been taken, not upon any educational principle. or 
upon any alleged professional deficiency, Lut !;Oldy ill cOllwnilflCC with 
an over-riding political theory. It is hut simple truth to say that none 
of the functional entitie. of the College, Council, Senate, Student 
Body, or the University to which the College is affiliated,has heen 
consulted on, or has consented to, the trarufer of allegiance or con
nections thus compulsorily imposed upon it. On the contrary, the 
opposition of all thcse bodies is on record, marking a struggle waged, 
not through faction, hut through well-grounded conviction that the 
operation is not in the interests of those who have been, who now are, 
or who are likely to be, its alumni. In any account of this striving of 
many to maintain what they firmly believe to be true and universally 
recognised principles, the chief credit must go to Principal 8urro,,"1I, 
who not only by his courage, resourcefutDess and experience of univer
sity organization, marshalled the defence, but also by his sympathetic 
understanding and sense of history has so completely grasped the ideals 
and principles underlying the foundation of this particular College. 
He has accomplished this and much more in the short space of twO 
years, and at the normal conclusion of a term of service when he had 
the right to expect relief from day-labour. He may be assured that he 
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DR. ALE..XANDER KI-: RR ADDRESSIl'\G THE ASS EJl.IJ)LY 

MISS DARROLL ADDRESS Il'\G TilE ASS EMBLY 

has earned the gratitude and respect of all within these walls and of a 
host of those outside. 

Briefly, what is it in this change that we object to? In rcgard to 
our relations to Government, we regret that, in so far as Government 
exercises administrati\·e direction o\·er Higher Education through the 
Union Department of Education, Arts and Science, this College. and 
others like it. are now to be withdrawn from its care. By this Act we 
are disjoined from association with other teaching universities, a dis
junction which entails penalties, the full extent of which is not as yet 
visible, but that they are likely to bcgrievous is already only too obvious. 
These disabilities will affect conditions of service, admission of students 
and equality of subsidy. 

In regard to the change in the University connection, it is sufficient 
to say that the College is now to be disjoined from Rhodes University 
which is within an hour-and-a-half's distilnce and within earshot. and 
is to be attached to another with headquarters in Pretoria, 600 miles 
away when consultation will be both costly and time-consuming. Nor 
is it only a recent connection with Rhodes which is thus being severed, 
but one which has existed for 40 years, the period that Rhodes has 
been continuously represented on the College Council. To Dr. Alty, the 
present vice-chancellor who has bccn chairman, and to his colleagues 
and their predeceS80fS who have been members of Council, the Univer
sity College of Fort Hare is deeply indebted and correspondingly 
grateful for their comradeship. We are sorry that a link forged 10 
long ago has been so unnecessarily broken. 

Of other new disabilities looming ahead, I mention only two. The 
first two students enrolled at this College were two Basotho, one from 
the Free State and the other from Dasutoland. They were able to 
come because the administration of that country was one of the African 
territories which, together with the Transkei and the Glen Grey 
District, proposed from the first to contribute towards its foundation. 
Until recently the student body has always had a representation of the 
Basotho nation, and many excellent students have gone back there after 
their training. But lately, restrictions have been imposed upon 
students from beyond the Union borders and both the stream of stud
ents and the subsidy have ceased. The Basotho were followed by 
others from the African Territories, from Bechuanaland, Swaziland, 
both Rhodcsias, Nyasaland, Kenya and Uganda, men and women 
who are now serving in the administrations. schools, and hospitals of 
their own countries, who have lived and played with their felloW! from 
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ence, to exam ine. This is also true of practical courses, such as those 
preparing students for the teaching profession as a career, which are 
largc/y attended. It applies also to many post-graduate courses such 
as might be studied by future lecturers at non-European colleges. 
The plain fact of the matter is that the implications of the Government 
policy which arc gradually being discl~d have not been properly 
cxamined, nor have the legitimate aspirations and interests of the non
European people been decently regarded. In any event, Ihe return 
to purely external examinations is twenty years behind the times, so far 
as Fort Ilare is concerned, 

I say nothing here about the disruption of the theological courses 
that has been caused by the taking over of the hostels. In course of 
time these might have demanded some re-organization, upon a pattern 
that has recently been successfully applied at Rhodes, But any such 
re-adjustment and expansion would have been at the initiative of the 
Churches themseh'cs, and not at the dictati!ln of a govcrnment depart
ment. Churches arc kittle cattle to constrain, as governments have 
fo und out before now! Hut I do no more at this point than register 
my conviction that the neglect of Biblica l Studies, or their extrusion 
from the most advanced educational insti tutions, is against the trend 
of modern thought and current practice in these matters. 

The question I now wish to ask is: What attitude should teachers 
and students adopt in view of the application of a particular govern
ment policy to this Collegc? But before doing so, I must record my 
conviction that the dismissal of former staff members which has been 
carried out by the Minister, before the Council he has nominated to 
advise him on the working of the College has held any meeting, with
out making an inspection of the institution, or allowing the officers 
concerned an opportunity of meeting allegations made against them, 
is an act which must have shocked every university man in the country, 
It is moreover a strange method of commencing a change of regime to 
withdraw any vestige of guarantee of security of tcnure from staff 
members. 

It is common knowledge that there are many unfilled vacancies in 
staff posts, and rumours arc current of resignations pending, and 
indeed actual. What are conscientious officers to do in such circum 
stances? In matters of conscience no one finally can give advice to 
another. Each man or woman must determine his action by his own 
inner light. Hut to any in any such dilemma, I would advance this 
CQnsideration : it is a cardinal principle in university and indeed in all 
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educational work, that the interest of the student must be paramoun!. 
We observe this principle in making changes in regulations, or sylla. 
buscs, or examination procedures, but it extends far funher than 
merely to those. It is axiomatic that education be provided for all 
people, and what is just as imponant, that it must be acceptable. But 
it cannot proceed if there are no teachers. I therefore believe, though 
I speak as one who is ~m"itul, but after much dispassionate reflection 
on the whole situation, that there is a duty on every staff member to 
ask hi.msclf fint, whatever may be his private sentiments, whether 
there IS not a call to stay at his post and to put no obstacle in the way of 
any qualified person who wishes to give service: here. And I would 
remind 80me here that many of us who have worked here and have 
given of the best we had, have done 80 under conditions that seemed 
to us hard. If I may draw an example from the past, I should say that 
the most difficult period in the history of the college, so far as internal 
organization was concerned, occurred when the staff were called upon 
to teach both pre·matriculation and post·matriculation classes. I 
honour especially the men and women of that time, because if they had 
not been willing to undertake such double duty, I question if the later 
history of this College would ha\·e been possible. So I should say to 
present members of staff: stick to your students and your post, unless 
there is some principle which you regard as inviolable and which over. 
rides what appean to me to be plain duty. 

To students present and future I would say; remember it is you 
who make or mar the College. It is the response you make to your 
teachers that determines what you can learn from them, and even if 
y~u disagree with their instruction, as you 80metimes ought, you can 
stili learn from them if you disagree as a rational being, and not as an 
~rr~sponsible ~ooligan. And to both students and staff J would say 
It IS t~e relation between teacher and taught that is all.important: 
CounCils and Senates and Students' Representative Councils loom 
large in the Calendar, and behind all is the Government Depanment, 
but the only essential thing in a College is that conversations between 
teacher and student should continue, even if sometimes the teacher is 
only another student. 

And mention of the Government leads me to remind you of two 
things that in our disappointment might easily be forgotten; first, that 
no school for secular instruction can be established in South Africa for 
non·Europeans without being registered by Government j and second. 
Iy, that no modern university, especially if a new foundation, can exist 

10 

without substantial financial aid from governments. The aid required 
from Governments all over the world is seldom leS! than 50% of in· 
come. In South Africa it varies from 61 % of the income for the 
larger universities to 80% for the smaller. In recent yean the govern· 
ment subsidy of this College has been more nearly 80,% than 61 % of 
its income. In older countries this large share of the income does not 
entail any lessening of the inner freedom of the uni\·ersity, and speci~l 
measures are adopted to secure that it does not. But one must be fair 
and recognise that when a College is dependcnt to such an extent upon 
the state, there is a constant temptation to a government to seek more 
than its proper share of in1luence in determining the ends tha~ the 
university should serve. Should, however, it do 50, it would I~y I~clf 
open to the charge that it is impairing the usefulness of t~e very IOStltU· 
tion upon which it is spending 80 much of the people s .money. As 
one who for long years in charge of this College had to i1~·e upon ~he 
crumbs that fell from the rich universitics' table, I cannot help looklOg 
to the future with apprehension, lest the system of grants and rela~ed 
regulations which has done so much for universities ~ince the ad?~tiOn 
of the Holloway Report be no longer applicable to thiS College. ~ here 
is a clear call for some statutory relation between the amounts available 
for European and non· European university education. 

In conclusion it must be frankly admitted that in the struggle to 
maintain 80me semblance of the status quo we have been heavily 
defeated. But in my view one purpose stands out in stark relief. The 
College must be maintained in being. It is ~or the .na~tu, and. for all 
the Bantu a National Monument. It enshnnes pnnclples which are 
dear to th~ hearts of all free men. Oblivious of the stratification of 
races and classes outside, it has, within the limitations of the purpose 
of its founders, received all qualified students of good. character. It 
has, perhaps in advance of its time, observed the equality of the se~es. 
It has made no distinction in status or emoluments between white, 
black. and brown on the same grade. It has endeavoured to treat every 
student as a Pn-son entitled to all the social privileges appropriate to his 
station as a student. In doing 80 it has believed that it was being tr~e 
to the Christian Ethic and to the spirit of the New Testament. It stili 
believes that onl), on that foundation and with that spirit can justice 
and peace be the lot of this sub-continent. This makes a dema~d ?f 
faith upon everyone, and it is to illustrate the need for such a faith 10 

the future, that I venturc to leave with you a little parable, the 80urce 
of which may surprise you. 
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One Saturday afternoon many years ago. in the Principal's lIouse at 
Fort llare, I rt;ceh'ed a call from a gentleman whom I did not know by 
sight. He turned oul to be a friendly soul, and was keen to hear all he 
cou ld about Fon Hare, which he was only passing through. On such 
an afternoon the campus was deserted except for the Sports Field, and 
realising this, my visitor exprcssed a wish to see the men at play, and 
together we minglcd I\ilh the crowd on the touch line. I am not now 
sure whether" Commando" had at that time been published, but I 
knew that Colonel Dcnys Reitz had been a cabinet minister in the 
government of Genenll Smuts, and that he was still a member of Par
liament. Everyone knows now the story of his voluntary exile at the 
end of the Anglo-~r War, in which as boy and young man he had 
fought against the British and had experienced the bitterness of 
complete and seemingly irrevocable defeat. He himself has told how 
against his inclination, he was induced through the influence and car; 
of General and Mrs. Smuts to come back to his country, and we 
know that he lived to hold high rank in the British Army and to 
command a Scottish regiment in the first world war. To me the 
remarkable. thillg is Iha~ o~e who was so completely fl attened out by 
overwhelmmg power, 1\lthm fiftee n or sixteen years became a member 
of the Government of the Union, and was later to hold one of the most 
important posts in the cabinet-that of Minister of Native Affairs. 
And so, for me the moral is : in South Africa it is never prudent 10 
abandon hope, or to accept defeat. 

AJdms by Principal H . R. BurrfXQs. 

The length of my address should perhaps be proportionate to the 
time I hne been here, i.e. one sixteenth that of Dr. Kerr's, i.e. about 
one minute! In spite of this handicap, however, we must find time to 
pay a tribute to all those who laboured to found our college, particular
ly Dr. ~lexand(;r Kerr and the late Professor Jabavu, to \\hom its 
growth IS largely due. Both of them were present at the Graduation 
Ceremony this year. So too was Mr. K. A. Hobart Houghton who in 
the ea~ ly years of this century toured Southern Africa seeking support 
~or t hIS colle~e. ~\'e arc very sorry to learn that he is ill in hospital 
IMt(':.d of hf'mg WIth Uq tod:ly. May I propose that we lIend hi m a 
word of sympathy, best wishes for an early recovery and our very 
grateful thanks for all that he did towards making this college a reality. 

The Churches who brought Christianity and education to the Bantu 
and who l:lter provided college hostels and wardens (thereby payin~ 
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half the cost of housing ou r students) are to be rewarded by being 
turned out. We at Fort Ilare ha\'e valued the links ..... ith the Churches 
and the friendly care of the hostel wardens. They have greatly 
enriched our life, and their influence is woven into the enduring tradi
tions of our college, guaranteeing religious as well as racial harmony. 
But now, not only will we lose some of our friends but our theological 
eourses will be disrupted. 

We must also pay a warm tribute to the Council, staff and students 
of Rhodes University, for their friendly interest in our welfare, and 
particularly to the University Deans who have helped us to keep on the 
straight and narrow path of academic integrity lind who have come to 
take a colourful part in our ceremony to-day. 

Another pleasant duty is to convey the sincere appreciation of this 
College to our Council, and particularly to its Chairman, Dr. Ahy, for 
thc untiring and loyal help given to beleagured Fort Ilare. But, with 
one lonely exception, this Council, one of the most representative and 
distinguished bodies in the University \lorld, is being summarily 

liquidated. 

It is also my duty to say a few words about our Senate which is the 
body responsible for promoting the academic prestige of our college. 
I should remind you that it has included a11 heads of departments, 
together with the hostel Wardens, two members of Council and a 
representative of the Lecturers' Association. Here, different racial 
groups have always sat together in friendly discussion. Unfortunate
ly, as you know, there have 1>«n cuualties during the last few days. 
Twelve members of staff have either been dismissed or not 
re-appointed, of whom eleven were members of Senate. They had 
been selected after world-wide advertisement and keen competition, 
and Council continued to place every confidence in their competence 
and integrity. There may be other members of staff \\ho may on 
principle deel ine to accept re-appointmcnt. MorcO\'er, as a result of 
the confiscation of the Church hostels, our well-loved wardcns \lho are 
also members of SeDate, are being ousted. Fl rther, and apart 
from these losses, the Senate as we have known it will soon be replaced 
by a dubious, deflated and double-jointed shadow of the real thing. 

Given time, it wou ld be possible to list all the distinguished people 
who have given lectures or add resses in this college. T his would 
include Prime Ministers, Ministers of Education, ('minent scholars, 
university administrators and very many others. Incidentally, a 
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selection from the lectures given by guests of the college during the 
last two years is at present being printed. We shall always be grateful 
to our visitors for their kindly interest in our existence. 

In my opening address on March 4th I said that none of us can 
avoid being influenced by political and racial cross-currents which 
from time 10 time drift into our college from the outside world. I 
suggested that one way of protecting our college from political preju. 
dices \,.35 to prove that we were serious and hard.working students, 
and also that the more we kept our words and actions dignified, the 
more influential \\ould they be. Unfortunately, political storms have 
assailed us, and our College has become a political football. 

Taking all this into account, staff and students must be compliment. 
ed on facing threats and tribulations with probably far more paticnce 
and dignity than would have been shown by any other University 
institution accorded the same treatment as has been imposed on Fort 
Hare. 

Our Senate and Council did allihat was possible to pilot our college 
through troubled political waters, and devoted much thought, energy 
and time to the defence of Fort Hare. Although Council, staff and 
students 0/1 failed, for the time being at any rate, permanent memorials 
of their endeavours are enshrined in a 400 page report of a Government 
Select Committee and in many pages of Hansard reports of discussions 
in the House of Assembly and in Senate. 

Being naturally modest, we sometimes do not always appreciate our 
good points. Only a few days ago a distinguished American visitor 
said in Natal that Fort Hare was one of the very few real University 
institutions he had seen. Also, a few days ago, a University Vice
Chancellor affirmed that Fort Hare has employed more African staff 
than any University in Africa, and that in this way its achievement 
has been more outstanding than that of the others. 

Also, a few months ago in reply to a cruel and incorrect attack on the 
quality of our staff and students, I obtained last year's degree examina
tion results from 01/ our South African Universities, and was able to 
show that Fort Ilare's percentage of passes was the second highest-a 
highly creditable result. 

Moreover, our CoUl'ge haL made a notable contribution to education 
on the African Continent, if only because South Africa, the Protecto
rates and the Rhodesias have depended largely on Fort Hare for their 
Secondary School Teachers. In many ways therefore our college has 

14 

f 

handed on the torch of learning entrusted to its care by the miEsionary 
and educational pioneers of last century. And yet only too dearly 
have we reached the end of a chapter in the distinguished history of the 
College. 

Perhaps by combining prayer and prophecy the next chapter may be 
only a short one. This is why it is all the more important that some 
should remain here to maintain the traditions and hopes of the college. 
Cenainly, Fort Hare cannot afford to lose many more or its dwindling 
defendenl. May we also trust that faith will sustain those \\ho stay 
here, either to teach or to study, and wililesscn the stresses and strains 
of imposed changes. 

Fort Hare, long supported by Church, State and Communities from 
Cape Point to the Zambesi, and at a cross-roads of contrasting cultures 
and environments, has long been a vital frontier post in the attack on 
ignorance and prejudice. Dut it has needed r:einforcem(nts of official 
goodwill and political understanding which, unfortunately, have not 
been forthcoming. It is clear that the attack on ignorance and preju 
dice must be carried out on a broader front than hitherto. Something 
must be done to repair the links and the partnerships which have been 
80 valuable a feature of Fort lIare but which are now being seriously 
threatened. 

Finally, in saying farewell, may I thank staff and students for their 
great kindness to an aged and temporary "isitor from Natal. 

Addrm by Miss Darrol/, M.A. 

It has been suggested that, speaking on behalf of the Lecturers' 
Association, I should talk about staff relationships. There is nothing 
better I would prefer to speak on, though r could never express all that 
the friendship here and the feeling of belonging has meant to me; I 
could not fully express it even though I continued for much longer than 
the ten minutes allotted me. 

I had seen myself. before the present evil day threatened, retiring 
from the University of Fort llare. and trying to make a speech of thanks 
at some farewell party to me, and talking there of the friendships. the 
united feeling of the staff. But the tragedy is that Fort Hare is retiring 
now, and I must speak at the farewell to Fort Hare as we know it. 

Fort Hare as we know it has been unique and one of its most re
markable aspects has been perhaps just this unity of the staff. Con
sidered ethnically. we might have served as an anthropologist's happy 
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hunting ground . Apart from four African •• ethnic groups." Coloured, 
Indian (I don't think we hale had Chinese on the staff) t",o ",hite 
South African (or three, if we count French descent) there have been 
four from the British Isles, at least three from the European continent 
two from America, and Jcwish. \\"hat a diversity in onc wc havc been 
-what a university! But we never considered ethnic groups-that 
was a subject for anthropology or relegated to the museum where it 
belongs. 

Among us there has been neither white nor J)lack-nor pink nor 
brown nor yellow-and e,en greyness might have receh-cd on ly a 
relatively increased respect. ' either bond nor free-not e'·en male 
or female for at the time ",hen I attended Senate as Warden of Elu
khanyisweni, Dr. Kerr still invariably addlesscd us all as .. Gende
men." 

But we regarded ourselves as the most nonnal and healthy commu
nity in the abnormality and neuroses of our country. It was not that 
on any side we were trying to overcome any sense of difference; it was 
simply that we were unaware of .. ethnic groups" in human relation
ships. 

Friendships formed here seemed to have a quality found in no other 
community. Mental and spiritual stimulation, inspiration, come 
naturally in this atmosphere. One recd\"es so much one has to give 
of one's best. As I look back over the past 14 years I know that, even 
with the shadow already on the last three, they have been the best of 
my life. Fourteen years ago, "hen I came, some of the patriarchs 
had already retired. The late Prof. JabaVlI had gone, hut there was 
much left of his contribution to the community. The late Professo r 
Murdoch had gone, but his sayings replete with Irish wit, were current. 
But there were sti ll giants in the land. An(1 \\h~t ~ happy company we 
were; how closely united. 

Fourteen years ago there was no Lecturers' Association. The total 
staff did not make a large number and almost all were either full or 
associate members of Senate. Besides me. there were, I think, only 
Mr. Mzamane and Mr. Phahle as lecturers who were not on the Senate. 
The small group was the more easily a cohesive company, but e,'en as 
numben increased, there has still been a feeling of oneness. 

Much of this happy relationship was due to those first two of (he 
staff, Dr. Kerr and Dr. Jabavu. That was where the union began. 
But on (his day and with reference to staff relationships I want to pay 
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tribute to the memory of the fiNt Mrs. Kerr whose grave is on Sandile's 
Kop. If we were a family, she was our :\Iother. In those last years 
when I knc:w her, she was often ill, bolt she insisted on her welcome to 
the Staff at the beginning of an academic year. I can see her now, 
going around the company, draw ing us out with her grace and charm 
and lively humour, setting the solitary firmly in the family of the Fort 
Ilare staff. In her presence it seemed as if discord or disunion could 
not exist. 

And now we come to this mO"ing occasion. I use ' moving' in the 
literal as well as the emotional sense. Some of us have already moved 
clS<.where-the !\1okoenas, the Radebcs, the Stuarts and others It is 
perhaps significant that we think of them in that way- not as Mr. 
Mokoena o r Professor Stuart- because in these happy relationships 
wife and children were as much in\'Oh'ed as lecturer or professor. 

Some have already gone. Some will soon be going. The old re
lationships are being broken geographically even though friends hips 
remain. 

And so this is an occasion of deep emotion as we look back on a past 
that has been extraordinarily satisfying, which, even while we were 
experiencing it, we knew to be good. Let me quote Bro\\ning: 

.. Well, it is gone at last, 
Gone! and the good tean 8tart , the praises that come too slow; 
For one is assured at first, one scarce can say that he feared, 
T hat he even gave it a thought, the gone thing was to go. 
:\lever to be again! But many more of the kind 
As good, nay, better perchance: is th is your comfort to me ?" 

The Principal quoted T ennyson at the Reunion , but it was notice
able that he stopped short with-

.. The old order changeth, yielding place to new-" lie did not give 
the next line! 

But as I think of what will remain in the hearts and minds and spirits 
of those of us who arc here now, I must go on with Browning, even 
though many declare he is tOO optimistic: 

" There shall never be one lost good! What was, shall live as before; 
T he evil is null, is nought, is silence implying sound ... 
All we have willed or hoped or dreamed of good shall exist; 
Not its semblance, but itse lf. " 
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Addrtu by ProjcU()r Z. K. Mauhews, M.A., LL.B. 

It was with very great reluctance indeed that I agreed, at the per
sistent request of Professor Burro .... -s, to step into the breach here this 
moming when it became apparent that Mr. Tsotsi was not going to be 
able to come. He was going to speak, on this last occasion when we 
meet as the University College of Fort Hare as we have known ii, on 
behalf of the generations of students that have passed through these 
walls. I do not know what Mr. Tsotsi was going to say; it was going 
to be no small task for him to try to put into a few words (and I am told 
I have only got a fewminutes)the feelings of the hundreds and hundreds 
of students that have passed through Fort Hare and who are scattered 
throughout the length and breadth of this country and of other coun
tries beyond. I do not know what he would hne said, but I do feel 
that possibly there is one thing .... hieh he would have menlioned, and 
that is that we are deeply indebted to Fort Hare (to the passing Fort 
lIare) for having endeavoured to leach us a broad South Africanism in 
the years that the College has existed. Right here, within the bound
aries of South Africa, not in some island just off the mainland, but right 
within the boundaries of South Africa, Fort lIare has striven to show 
during the last 40 years that it is possible for people of different racial 
backgrounds, different cultural baCkgrounds, of different political 
affiliations and of different racial faiths, to li\'e and work logether in 
amity. I belie\'e that this unhappy country will not become a happy 
country until that lesson is learnt throughout the length and breadth 
of South Africa. But I feel that sooner or later the lesson must be 
learnt or South Africa will come 10 disaster. And when it is learnt, 
and when that day docs come, I think due credit will be given to Fort 
lIare for having pioneered the way and b~en among those who have 
shown that it is actually possible for this thing to happen. 

Now as you know we are going into a new chapter in the history of 
Fort Hare. Some of us have been very long associated with the old 
Fort Hare. In my own case, my association with the old Fort J lare 
goes back to 1918, when the College was only two years old, and 
throughout the history of the College I have been closely associated 
with it: as student, ex-student, member of the staff and in different 
wa}'1l ; and I must say, in spite of what my former Principal and collea
gue has said that it is the plain duty of those who can to stay, that some 
of us will find it impossible to do so. r find that it will be impossible 
for me to learn to be part of a new Fort Hare, so much have r been a 
part of the old Fort Hare. 
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I feel that, on behalf of the old students of Fort Ilare, I want to say 
this word of thanks to the Founders of Fort Hare. the various members 
of Council and the members of staff who have laboured here, for all the 
lessons that they have tried to teach us and that we have tried to live 
out in our lives after we have left the walls of the College. And on 
Ihis possibly the last occasion that I myself shall address an assembly 
of this College, I want to say that all the generations of students that 
have gone before thank you, Sirs, for what you have done for us. 

AdJr~ss by Mr. 1. M. Maiola, Chairman, Students R~preuntatif)~ 
Council. 

Now as we all know the change has come, and what has been like a 
dream .0 many of us has come true. What has been one of the most 
controver,ial bills in Parliament has now become an Act of Parliament 
amidst vigorous and wcll reasoned opposhion not only from Fort Hare, 
but from the intellectual world as a whole. In spite of all the opposi
tion the Bill has become a Parliament Act. 

We are assembled in this hall this morning on a very solemn oceasiolJ. 
We are assembled here to mourn the tragic and very sudden end of the 
1lI000t Ilappy and m05t prosperous era in the hiStory of Fort Ilare. We 
are assembled here to mourn the ruthless destruction of all that we have 
cherished as our precious possession as a free institution. Indeed, this 
is a very sad occasion. 

This might sound a little exaggerated. It might sound too pessi
mistic and we might be blamed for painting the picture too dark. Such 
criticisms have already been levelled against us. We have from time 
to time heard from Government circles that we shalliosc nothing and 
that the ehange-over entails no destruction but that it ushers in an era 
of happiness and prosperity, I doubt it. As I say I doubt it, and I 
don't believe it. 

The recent events have proved beyond doubt that the change-over 
has nothing in store for us but unhappiness, retrogression and perhaps, 
unfortunately, some chaos. Our affiliation to Rhodes University 
from which both institutions hne benefited so ,much, has already been 
legally abolished. 

Our very right to register here as students has been forfeited by us. 
We have no more the right to register as students of Fort Hare , an 
institution that is our own, and the only institution in the country that 
cateB for the non~White section of the population. J am expected to 
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go to Ngoya, whether Ilike it or not, I have no right to register at Fort 
lIare, It is only a privilege that the Go\'ernment can withdraw at any 
time. 

We have al ready lost men and women of integrity on the staff-we 
have already lost men and women of the highest calibre and men and 
women who ha\'e always shown the keenest interest in the welfare of 
every individual student. We have already lost them. Now does this 
mean that the new regime ushers in any prosperity? 

\\'e hale already said farewell to our wardens. As we all know, 
they have been the pillars of this institution, people who have deyoted 
all their time to the welfare of every student in this College and people 
who hne. apart from their religious duties, de\'Oted themselves whole
heartedly to the cause of the African people in this country. 

We already know that we have to part with our CoIO\lred and Indian 
friends, We have been a very happy community indeed and we have 
never experienced that alleged racial prejudice thai we often hear of 
from Government circles. We have ne\'er experienced any rae:.,l 
conflict here. But now even the African group itself is to be split up 
into small little groups; Ngoyc, Turfioop, and so forth. Which means 
we arc now parting as friends. I cannot go into any details of .... hat we 
have gained from our associations as students from almost every section 
of the population in this country That will take up too much time. 
But I must gay that we have gained a lot from our associations. 

It is only the Xhosas now who haye the right to register at Fort Hare 
as students. If I am not mistaken the Xhosas arc very few in this 
College, which means that the numbers ",ill be brought do\\n in such 
a way that our hopeful dream that Fort lIare would soon altain a full 
University Status has been made yery remote. 

The point I am trying to drive home is that enough has happened 
already to prove to us that the ehange-over is a tragedy. 

We have no reason to believe that we shall not lose the little that we 
still have. We have had the right to express our "iews openly and 
frankly without any intimidation from any staff member. We had the 
right to manage our own affa irs with thc minimum external control 
and that has given us ,'cry good experience, and a very good training 
for our future tasks. That very management of our own affairs with
out external control has been a very good thing to us, It has given us 
the fecling that our staff members had confidence in us. II has given 
us the feeling that they are prepared to give us the liberty to rin in the 
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fullest possible \Iay in our College life. Now we fear for such liberties. 
We ha\'e had a St~dcnt Reprcscntati\'e Council that was perfectly 
autonomous, managmg all the student affairs independently and we 
fear for our College traditions that we cherished so much. 

We hav~ been i~ contact ",ith many other Uni\'ersities in Ihis country 
and from time to time we ha\'e sent delegations to various S.R.C. con
fcrenc~s.' and all this was done without interference on the part of the 
authOTltles. We have been affiliated to NUSAS and we fear that this 
change might force us to sever our relations with NL'SAS. 

In conclusion I wish to stress the point that we have not lost our 
hopes. We have already realised that Ihe policy of apartheid contaim 
the seeds of its own destruction. We have already realised that there 
is only one brick to be knocked off and the whole tower of apartheid 
shall tu~bl.e dow.n like an ash pillar. We flolly know that the destiny 
of a natIon IS not m the hands of another but in the hands of God. And 
it is God who knows our destiny better than our oppressors. 

It was on this very soil where our forefathers surrendered to the 
inva~ers, and paradoxically our liberty, our freedom and our pride as 
a nallon shall be restored by people prepared and trJined on this very 
soil. 

A Plaque with the following inscription has been placed in Living_ 
stone Hall. 

THE UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF FORT HARE 

In deep gr.ttitude to all who bet\\een 1905 and 1959 
foundeJ maintair.ed a1d admini :m red this College 
at Fort Hare and in remembrance of all who between 
1916 and 1959taught and studied here in a·sociation 
with the Univer~ity of South Africa and Rhodes 
University. 

Lous Dto. 
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APPENDIX A 

The follo ..... ing published Memoranda on the Fort Hare Transfer 
will be of interest. 

1. COmmmtl by Council and SDlate January 1959. 

2. Report oj the Selut Committu on the Fort Hare TransJer Bill 
(13 May 1959 to 12 June 1959). 415 pages plus appendices. 

3. House oj Anemhly Iftbatel 
No 5 Feb. 1959 Pages 1552·1568 
No. 12 April 1959 Pages 4442·4652 
No. 21 June 1959 Pages 8914·8927: 9038·9051 ; 9185·9252 

4. Senate DebaW 
June 1959 No. 15 Pages 5283 and 5316 to 5319 

The Comments can be obtained from the University College of Fort 
Hare and the other reports from the Government Printer, Pretoria. 

It is intended to publish a short history of the University College of 
Fort Hare (with numerous photographs). Owing to the limited 
number of copies to be printed, names of those interested should bt: 
sent to the Londale Press, P.O. Lovedaie, C.P. 
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APPENDIX B 

UNIVERSITY AUTONOMY 

By Dr. T. Ally, Ph .D., D.Se., D.C.L., LL .D., 

Viu-Chanullor of Rhodtl Unwn-sity, 
Chairman of the Arroaatiofl of UnifJn-sitits of the Briti'h 

Commrmwealth. 
Chairman of the Committee of Principals, S.A. Univtrsitits, 
Chairman, Fort Hare COllncil. 

ADDRESS TO MEETING OF PROTEST AGA INST 
UNIVERS ITY BILLS 

4th APR IL, 1959 

We are assembled here this morning to proteit against the provisions 
of two Bills at present before the Union Parliament. Despite this 
interest in parliamentary business, however, this is not a political 
protest, and that should, J think, be emphasised. Universities are 
very specialised institutions with very specialised rights and privileges 
which have developed during past centuries. They have 10 developed 
because such privileges have been found necessary for the proper 
execution of the work of the university. For the same reason these 
privileges of freedom from external control and the right of the univer
sity to control its own affairs carry with them the traditional duty of the 
University to remain aloof from the stresses and strains of day-to-day 
politics, to remain as far as it may within its ivory tower and to devote 
all its energies and attention to its own special duties- the pursuit of 
scholarship and research, and the intellectual training of the leaders of 
the next generation. 

Here at Rhodes, we have endcavoured always to maintain this posi
lion and it is our intcntion to continue to do so. 

The two Bills at present before Parliament however leave the Uni
versities no option but to protest most vigorously against their provi
sions. What is here involved is not an interference of the universities 
in the affairs of government, but a drastic interference by the govern
ment in the domestic affairs of the universities, and it is our duty to 
make Bure that the conscqucnces of such interference- for the univer
sities and for the country itself-should be fully apprcciatcd before 
aclion is taken. 
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These Bills contain three main provisions; 

(I) the establishment of new university colleges for non-white 
students 

(2) the removal of such students from the existing white universities 
'nd 

(3) the disaffiliation of Fon Hare Vniversity College from this 
university and its demotion to the status of:l tribal college. 

There arc \'ery serious objections to all three of these proposals. 

The a\'owed object of the first, yiz. the pro\'ision of additional uni
versi~y facil ities fo r non-Europeans, is one of which all would approve, 
~rovlded ~h~ arrange~ents for their institution were aatisfactory. But 
III the opllllon-practically unanimous-of the university world the 
p~posals for ,the conduct of the new colleges arc not academically 
satIsfactory. fhe colleges arc to possess none of the traditional free_ 
dom of self govemment normally associated with a uni\·ersity. They 
are on the other hand to be placed under the direct and absolute control 
of a Cabinet M inister who is to appoint Principals, Councils, and 
Staffs, to control the work they do, to trar.sfer or dismiss members of 
staff, and at his discretion to abolish thc Colleges themselves. We 
who have experience of the university world are convinced that an 
~nst~tut~on run in accord with these proposals can ne\"er be a university 
~nst l tutl~n a~~ that although it may be designated as a university college 
In the ~.III, It IS extremely improbable that it will ever receive general 
recogmtlOn as such, or, at least, not until its organisation is completely 
revised and liberalised. 

~rhe ~~cond matter d~ah with in the BiHs,-the closing of the' open' 
untversltles to non-white students-is one affecting the established 
rig~ts of o~r e~isting universities. At prescnt, each and e\ery South 
Afncan unIVersity has the right to decide for itself what students shall 
be admitted to it, and it is a right which in our opinion can best be 
?x~rcised by thc un iversities themselves. We hold it to be dangerous 
In Itself, and a most dangerous precedent, that the traditional freedoms 
and autonomy of the universities should be 80 diminished. 

In our own university we have, for our own reasons, admitted 
relatively few non-Europeans, but none the less, we are jealous of our 
right to decide these matters for oursehes. Abo we sympathise with 
our sister-universities who arc to have limitations placed on their 
freedom of selection of students. 

We also feel that the' white' universities are the only a\"ailable 
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training ground for the non-white staffs of the proposed new college •. 
To e1l:ciude all non-whites from our older universities inevitably in
creases thc staffing difficulties of the ncw colleges, and places a large 
and additional prcmium on their fai lure. 

The third main point before Parliament is the future status of our 
own College of Fon Hare. This Collcge, founded in 1916, was for 
many years the on ly separate university inst itution for Africans in 
Southern Africa. From small beginnings it has dC\'eloped to its 
present status as a full university college, with very much the same 
freedoms and responsibilities as the white universities" Rhodes 
University has undcnakcn thc task of supervising its academic stand
ards and ensuring that the degrees obtained there are awarded exactly 
on the same basis as they are here in the uni\'ersity itself. 

In tCrms of the prescnt Bill all this will cease, and the College will be 
forcibly sepanlted from the University. There has been no suggestion 
that the University has in any respect failed in its duty to the College. 
The two institutions arc 60 miles apart so that even the demands of 
apartheid would seem to be satisfied. Nevertheless all connections 
arc to be se\'ered and in spite of its fony-three years of dc\'clopment 
and progress, the Vni\'ersity College of Fort I lare is to be degraded to 
the rank of a tribal college and treated on exactly the same basis as thc 
other non-European,-and as yet non-existcnt--collcge8 cnvisaged in 
the Bills. 

We feci deeply this disastrous blow to our affiliated College. We 
had hoped and expected that the link betwcen our two institutions 
would e\"cntually be broken by the attainment of full university status 
by the College. We great ly regret the quite different forcible separa
tion facing us at present. 

In registering our protest against the proposed legislation we do nOt 
stand alone. On the questions of the organisation of the new colleges 
and the future status of Fort I lare, informed academic opinion in th ... 
Union is almost unanimously opposed to the proposals. As regards 
the closing of the white universities to non-whites, all the institutions 
at present admitting them wish to continuc to do so, and all bitterly 
resent what they consider to be a totally unwarranted encroachment on 
the established rights of the universities to dttide for themselves who 
may be admitted. 

Outside the Vnion, the universities of the whole westem world have 
roundly condemned the proposed measures. Eminent scholars and 
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scientists have expressed their grave concern not only at the measures 
themselves but also at their effect on all our universities, and on their 
reputation in the world outside the Union. Indeed we find ourselves 
in a unique position in which it is proposed to force through Parliament 
measures which are apparently not actively desired by any university, 
which are opposed by respon~ ible opinion in all the universities con
cerned, and which are condemned in no uncertain terms by the whole 
university world of the West. 

It is for these reasons that we arc gathered together this morning
to reaffirm our belief in the academic freedoms won during past 
centuries, our belief that only in this atmosphere of free discussion can 
a university succeed in its work, and our conviction that external con
trols are unnecessary and may easily become disastrously harmful. We 
also most solemnly protest against measures which we are convinced 
arc contrary to the best interests of all the Universities of the Union, 
and indeed contrary to the best interest of the Union itself. 

We must trust that, even at this late hour, wiser counsels may pre
vail. 



Tlu Lootda/t PUIS 






