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PREAMBLE 

We have met as delegates from the Member Churches of the World Council 

of Churches ( 'n South Afri a together ~with representatives of the W.C.C. 

itself, to seek -SOB Lher under the ~ of the Holy Spirit to under­

stand the complex problems of hunlan relationships in this country and 
.:fr>..o.-.Lt-' ~ 

to discuss with one another our common task and responsibility in the 
~ - r 

light of the Word of God. Our worship, Bible ..study , discussio~n~ 

personal contac ts have led us to a heightened appreciation of _.~agh 6 bl • 15 

convictions and actions. Our next task will be to report to our several . ~. 
'hurches , ~~ the ~Q~easi en that the ultimate significance of our meeting 

will consist in the witness and decisions of the 6hurches themselves in 

,consequence of these consultations. 

The general theme of our sev~n days together has been the Christian 
Ne.'",~!'~ ~ 

attitudJ toward race relations . Widely diverggnt ¥¢ews have been expres-
.... ' Sf ~ fI,.. f'h ~ ~ I-.,..,( , , 

sed on ~Et basic issue,fof aparth~idfr:p.ng~ from the judgment that J. t J.S 
/,A. ~ -to ~""-c;::, c u -r .,J--~ ..... p ,~ ~ ~ ~ '.I. . ..< 
~naccePtable in prhiciple to the'aUa rf. that J;4E3~i~ of diff~~~~e;i~£ ,.t 1:~ u " .;:;o.~ ;.. ~;l. . "'= 

~ wou14 be in the~est interests of the various~groups . All , h~ewvvne~v~e~r~, 'unite 01\ i~ de~ing (j;hat u~i~discrimination is to be condemned . 

~1~.~AlthOUgh proceeding from these divergent premises, we are nevertheless 

Lk~ble to make the following af~tions concerning~ number of the facet~ 
~ ~ ofl human need and jUsti c~~Ql'Jl(.d 'nnlla.e relations b~~ the rac~~ In 

~~he-nattITe of the case the agreements here recorded do not - and we do not~~ 
./II . tb>- l4'V-f:;t:.t., 
~ or- pretend that they represent ~ full c onvictions of the member churches . 

~ The Church of ~esus Christ, by it ~ nature and calling, is de~pI~ 
~~ cerned with the welfare of all people, ~ as individual~c~itcL~members 
~, of s gy iaJ proups . It is called to minister to human ~jt~ in whatever 

circumstapces and forms it appears , and to insist that all be done with ~7~ 
'Iv'- J:., " .. < ~ ~-. ~ . i 

justice. The social witness ~the Churc h must take co~sance Qf alIA ~~ 

force,~, policies and laws which affect the life of a people; but the 

Church must proclaim that the final criterion of all social and politic al 

~action is~the realisation for all men of a life worthy of their God- given 

Gocati o!l1-1\.~ -..A-~ ~ , i~~~;:U7/1~~ Il.. j.-J. ' '1 #;L~ 
We make bold therefore to address this appeal to our e hurches and to 

all Christians , calling on them to consider every point where they may 
....... 'f:I.L. ~ ., 

unite their ministry on behalf of human beings in the spirit of equity. 
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RES 0 L UTI 0 N S. 

tf:;::j;-zt:;:::;);.~ .. 1 

The Consultation ~e~ests the Gh:ernment t~ublish 
'" /11..1 1 ... ~.,.t/l.A I. .,~. ~~ 

the two judicial e~~~i;ies as soon as posslble. 
~_~ f.... 

the findings 

2. JUSTICE IN TRIAL: 
It belongs to the Christian conception of law, justice and freedom 

that in normal circumstances men should not be punished except by ~hir 

trial before open Courts for previously defined offences, and that no man 

should be punished for political beliefs or activities which do noi consti­

tute a breach ef the fundamental principles of ...l9w. 

While all Christians agree that there arise from time to time abnormal 

circumstances ~hich justify a temporary departure from these rules, such 

departure should be confined to the narrowest limits and the shortest pe­

riod possible and those affected should either be cleared of any charge 

or broubht before the ordinary courts at the earliest possible date . 

In particular anything which tends to make the abnormal practice nor­

mal must be firmly opposed as being contrary to the whole spirit and tra­

dition of Christian justice. 

3. POSITION. OF ASIANS IN S.A: 

We note the absence here of Asian 
~ 

Christian~ and assure - the Asian 

part of the population that they have not been forgotten in our thoughts , 

discussions and prayers . As Christians we assure them that we are convinced 

that the same measures of juctice claimed here fur other population groups 

should also be applied to them. 

4. FREEDOM OF WORSHIP: 

Bearing in mind the urgent need for the pastoralmre of Africans living 

on their employer's premises, or otherwise unable without great difficulty 

to reach churches in the recognised townships or locations , the Consultation 

urges that the State should not pinder the provision of permanent facilities 
'" '" \-t. for the worship of Africans in urJ§n areas, including the free admission 

of men of all races to churches which are open to them. 

The Consultation also urges European Congregations to co-operato by 

making their own buildings available for this purpose whenever practicable. 

~5 . FREEDOM TO PRlliiCH THE GOSPEL: 

We believe that the Church has the duty and ribht to proclaim the Gospel 

to whomever it i"/ill, in whatever the circumstancee, and wherever possible 

consistent with the general principles governing the right of public meetings 

in democratic countries. We therefore regard as unacceptable any special 

legislation which would limit the fulfilment of this task. 
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6. RELATIONSEIP OF CBUROE~S: 
The Consultation urees in view of our Lord's command;"first be re­

conciled with thy brother and then bring thy gift" ••• that it be laid 

on the conscience ~ us all that whenever an occasion may arise that a 
c:.~ . t . t· . th Church feels required on grounds of conSC1ence 0 cr1 1C1se ano er 

tT~~rch, it should go first to that Churct~ brotherly spirit be-
~ ~ 

fore making any publio statement, in the belief that in this way reoon-

oiliation and mutual understanding may be effeoted and that Christianity 

may not be brought into disrepute before the world. 

7. RELATIONSHIP OF CHURCIlliS: 

The Consultation requests that means 

of all offioial publioations between the 

be found for the regular exohange 
II ~ til . ('.c,. 

member-ohurohes for the increase 

"" of mutual understanding and information. }urthermore, churches are re­

quested to provide fnll information to other ohurohes of their prooedures 

in approaohing the Government, and that ~ere ~8BBi~le oombined delegations, 

inoluding multi-raoial delegations where neoessary, should aot on behalf 

of the Churohes oonoerned. 

8 . CO-OPERATION IN FUTURE: 

Any body whioh may be formed for co-operation in the future is requested 

to give its attention to the following: 

a) A oonstruotive Christian approaoh to separatist movements; 

b) Bantu-education and the provision of teaohers in schools for 

Afrioans; 

0) The training of Afrioan leaders in the sooial, eoonomio, edu­

oational and politioal spheres; 

d) Afrioan literac y and the provision of Christian literature; 

e) The oonoept of respo~sible Christian sooiety kR BaRtu apgaQ, 
~t")t' 

"-J and to consider the last ~aps~of fostering Afr;1.can leadership. 
T (k t-rAA~ ~t ttZ ......p 7 ~~, . .- J., p;..-~ 

9. RESIDENTIAL AREAS: 

The Consultation urge~~~th due appreoiation of what has already been 
-~ done in the provision of liomes for Afrioans, that there should be a greater 

rtsjk....l,,", 
seourity of tenure, and that 1na.ustrial areas be planned with an eye to the 

economio and oultural levels of the inhabitants . 

10. MIGRANT LABOUR SYSTEM: 

The Consultation urges the appointment by the Government of a represen­

tative oommission to examine the migrant labour system, for the Churoh is 

painfully aware of the harmful effeots of this system on the family life 

of the Afrioans. The Churoh sees it as her speoial responsibility to ad-

vooate a normal family life for the Afrioans who spend oonsiderable periods 

of time, or live permanently, in Vihi te areas . 


