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WORLD COUNCIL or CHURCHES, Executive Committee, August, 1966 

Dr. Z. K. MATTHEIS 

It is with deep regret that the Divisional Committ 
learned of the deciSion of Dr. Matthews to resign trom 
of the World Council of Churches on his appointment as 
in Wash1Qg\on and Permanent Representative to tho Unite 
of the newly independent country ot Botswana. 

Dr. Matthews joined the statt of the ICC in the Di 
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of Inter-Church Aid. Refugee and World SerYice on Sept 1961. 
When he came to the World Council of Churches he was al ~ widely 
known not only throughout Africa but throughout the wor~ as a 
disttngu1ahed African leader, a champion of the rights his people, 
for whom he had endured personal hardship and sutferlng, and as an 
educationalist of high npute as well as a pioneer in t development 
of secondary and university education in the continent Atrica. 

Dr. Matthews joined the staft of the Division at a 
the Division was movlng somewhat d1tfidently and tentat 
Atrica. He gave himself without reserve to all the ca 
negotiations and detailed work necessary to develop the 
the churches through tho Division in Africa. The resp 
in hich he was already held in Africa, not only by tho 
by leaders in political, academic and other areas of At 
meant that be could give to the work of Inter-Church Ai 
which it could not otherw:1se have achlend and co_mand 
confidence and trust beyond all reasonable expectation. 
proved a much honoured interpreter of his people and th 
churches of other pIt..rls of the world and a wise and 1/:rIi.C 

to the World Council 10 general and tbe Division of Int 
RefU8ee and orld Service in particular in the deciSion 
to take and the policies they have been called upon to 
concerning the churches and peoples of Africa. 
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The Divisional Committee and his colleagues. howev •• 111 
always remember him not only for his distingUished serv e but for the 
privilege they have had in being lmder the influence of 1s sterl1hg 
Christian character, his gracious personalitl, his intel!iectual em:Lne.e 
and his wise understanding of lUe. JIlen and affairs. has won for 
hiuel:t a laating place in the affec'Uon of all who hav orked With hlil . 
His departure is for all of them an impoverlsbmont of t ir corporate 
life in the Division as well as for each one personally d indiv1dual17. 

As Dr. Matthew. takes up his he~ responsibility t 
people have called him. the Committee nshes to assure 
gratitude for all that he has done and all that be has 
their continuing prayers for him and Mrs . Matthews in t 
of service . 
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