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MISSION TO THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

and Purpose.Last year I was i~vited by Unio~ Theological 

Semi.ary,New York , one of the leading theological scho'l. of America, 

to join the Faculty of that i~.titution for the academic year 1952-53 

as a Visiting PrDfe •• orship. Known as the Henry W.Luce Visiting 

Prefessorship Df World Christia~ity,the Chair I was invited te occupy 

was made possible by gi1~ gifts from Mr Henry R.Luce,the Editor of 

the well kJllown American Magazines, "Time", "Life" and "Fortune" and 

from the Henry Luce Foundation and was eestablished iJII memory ~f 

Mr Luce' s father ,Dr Henry Winters Luce ,himself a graduate "f UnieJl 

Theel~gical Seminary of the elass of 1895,who was a missionary in 

China for over 25 years. Dr Henry W.Luce was an outataJlding leader 

in the deve~opme.t of higher education of American religious leaders 

in the cultural and historical aspects of Asiatic civilizati~na and 

in the interchange of stUdents and profes.ora between the East and 

the West . The object of the Professorship is to bring to the Seminary 

foremost leaders from the aocalled Younger Churches to take a position 

on the FaCUlty for periods of one year each to interpret to the 

students and Faculty the most imp.rtant developments in the Christian 

movement in their ow. landa".In other words the concept behind thia 

living memorial is that just as,under the impulse of the modern 

missionary movemeat,individuala and grou ps from the West have gowe 

to various lands to cGnvey the Gospel message,the time has come for 

the reverse process to take place,namely,for the receiving countries 

to send e~missaries to the sending countries to discuss with futmre 

missionaries,future ministers in the sending countries and other 

church leaders the achievementa,paat and present ,of Missiona in their 

own landa,how the goapel meaaage might be presented more effectively, 

what changea,if any,i. mission policy, strategy and methods are dicta~d 

by changed and changing conditions in the countries to which 

missionaries are sent,etc. The incumbent is therefore attached 

principally to the Department of Missions in the Seminary whichia is 

at present headed by Professor Searle Bates,a Rhodes acholar and a 

graduate of Yale University ,formerly ~r.fess.r .f History at NaJlking 

University in Chi.a. Established i. 1945,the He.ry W. Luce Visiting 

Profes.orship of World Christianity haa been held by the followiag 

distinguished scholars from different parts of the world:-

11945-46 : Dr Francis Cho-Mi. Wei, President of Hu~ Chung College , Chiaa 
t 
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1947-40: 11' Paul David :JevallAnda. , f crmerly "r ofe. sor of n il .ophy 
and tie} ia t<> r y of ~eligion. , (:n ite d Theological College , 
Nangalore,:ndia. 

19IiO- 51: Dr I.oofty Lev un i aD, lenn of t he J ear r. ... t Sch OO l .. 1' l'reol ogy, 
r'eirut , Lebano • • 

1951-1'; :< : ?r ofe lO 8or Gonz ales BE' ez - Camareo, l'hec;loeical Sellinary, l exico 
City , ~ exico . 

It v;a. t his illuatrioua balld which I wao invit.ed t. j oill , 111 inv i t at.io 

which I ree arded not. merely as a per.ollal h nour which 1 did .ot 

l1erit,but rather a. a. indicatien of the increasingly i mportant place 

acc orded to the co.tineJlt .1' Africa i.d it. problema in intellectual 

8 d ott er circles . 

cal Selllinllry, J received tw other inv i tatio .. s froll AIIerica . ,,'we was 

f r om the Africa C"lImittee of the Divi.i • • fi>f For eit;. /, i .. i ..... f 

tte J'~ ti onal (;oll.cil of Ctllrchu of Cl ,rist iJl tJ.o URi ted States of 

' merica . "'hi. body whicr. haa it. he adquarter. i. New 'ork was 

.po •• ari.e a Confere.ce "II Africa. Affairs to be he l d at Springfield, 

Ohio f ,'om Ju.e 16 to 26 ,1\152 iD which l1i •• ioJOarie. ,goverllment 

official., Africa •• a.d~other per. n. intre&ted in Africa. affair. 

were invited to~ participate . J was invited to read a paper before 

the Conference wh i ch was atte.ded by about 300 delegate.,i.cludillg 

40 Africa •• from differe.t ~art. af the contine.t .f Africa . A leport 

of tte Conference haB bee. publ ished under the title "Africa is here ': 

The . tter invi tati ol. \. aa from tre Director. of ohe Phelp.-..;t.okea ~'ulld 

1('1 Pa r k Ave.ue, J ew Ygrk . Gver 25 year. ago t his body had " ent out 

two COI1Rli •• io •• to Africa headed by Dr Thoma. ,Teslle ,r"Deo aDd i.clud­

iag in it,air lIellbership the famous ;)1' ,T . c. . K. }.ggrey . The COI.,lIIi .. ioll. 

had lIade a atudy of educatioRal t'acilit.iea f or At'rica.. in the "hele 

of i.t'rica .o~ t.h ot' t r e Sahara a.d had publi.J ed tv;o '{eport. , •• titled 

~t'r~ca~ G~eat chA.G~ s h~ d t~ke. pl ace i Africa .i.ce tre publicatio. 

af t ho.e repart.,alid tte que.tio. o. which the ?help.~Stoke. Fu.d 

de.ired t • • eek t t e advice ot' tro.e iDtereated i. tte welfare ot' 

At'rica a.d Africa •• w,· . whetrer the tille had . a t cOile f I' a t're.h 

atudy to b" lIade at' At'rica. educati • i. t he light of the chaweiwg 

r acial,pll litical aad ece Qllic co.ditiIlJi8 , a.d if it \',ao felt t ra t .uch 

a atudy was de.irable, what would be c .... idered to be louitabl e terc. 

of ret'ere.ce t'or .uch a prop •• ed .tudy. III order to get the lIecessary 



advice t he Phelp.-Stakes FUJld decided ta hald a COJl8ultatieJl at 

SpriJlg~ield , Ohi. , I" . S . A . to whi ch variQus expert. aJl A~ricaJl prablell. 

were iJlvi ted . This C.Jlau.L ta1.iaJl \IE 5 t . t ake pLace ilunedia1.e ly a~ter 

the t.arth "lIe ricaJl Aase mb l y aD A~r ican A~fai ra re~er · .. d 1.0 above 

"hich had aa ita thelle: "1'ne ChaJl.,ing lr·cial, E.:ca .. al1ic aJld , .. .Litical 

Cndition. iJl A~l'i c a tIOu th a~ t.h .. Spharl', and the ;{e l atiQJI a~ the 

Chri5l tiA JI Church eJld !l15Fi oJl ta Theil" . 

Tr~vel Arr~!&ell~~t • • The conditiaas o~ tr~ve l iJl the moderJl world 

are auch that lIy acceptaJlce a~ t he ae i Jlv itatioJla was de pendeJlt aJl 

wh'beer I ahould be allowed ta l eave the shore. a~ lIy h me .L and aJld 

." wheU er I .h.ulrl be pe rlli t ted t. eJlter the ti1l1 ted State.. "either 

.~ these perllissiaJl. ceuld be takeJl ~ar granted,eapecially in the 

ca.e o~ a peraaJl li ke lIyael~ wha had pl.yed ao~e part ia the pJblic 

li~e o~ Sauth Afri ca. Accardiagly I started "egotiatioD& for the 

"ecessary paa.porta and viaaa ~or lIy wi~e a~d l1yaelf in Jalluary,1952 
tawarda 

and it waa ".t ullti l the end a~ 'fay th at powera-thAt-be granted us 

S"u tn A~l"i c all paS8ports vaLi d far all e ye nr ~rall the date a~ issue . As 

~ar as the U. S . viaa was callcerJled autl1or1ty ~or that calle thraugh 

anly a ~ew daya be~are I was due t. leav.e Alice ~ar Jehall"e sburg 

where 10 a ta jai" PVlI - Allericall \I,.rld Ain.Aya Flight 151 ~or New 

Vark . I le~t Pal lli etfoll teill all Thuraday" Tu lle 12 ,1'J52 at .Ll a . lI . 

alld arrived at Idlewild ~Jlterllati.lIal Airpart , New Yark on Saturday, 

J Ulie 14,lV52 at 4 . 30 a . m. ,havi"., tauched d W1I ~ar re~elLiwg at 

Leapoldville , Be l gi, ,, cenge ; Accra ,Go l d C aatl Jakar,FreJlch Veat A~rica; 

Lisbo", Part.ugal; Sallta r:ll ria, the Azore 8 1 flo atQ", Maasachu8~t 1.a . U. S. A. 

Travel by Ai r ia probably the mos t di5Cri "i"ati a.-~ree ~.rll a~ t.ravel 

Up in the ai r,l? ar 18 t hausa.d ~eet above aea-lyvel,travelli.g at 

2H. ar 3()(l lIilea per hour,v"i th e.e ' a f ate eve" Ilare ~irl11y tha. at 

ather ti~e& ill t he haJlds a~ Previde.ce,thi"ga like tpe cal au r a~ a.e. 

ski" pa l e i.ta i.sig.i~i ca.ce, a.d everybGdy becallea just--a paase.ge~. 

GoiJlg t nrau.,h t he Cus t OIlS at a. airpart ia a lIuch le8s ~ r midable 

praceedillg tl,a. it ia whe. a"e e.tera t he t;lli ted Stat es by b"at , aJld 

sa wit.h i. xl'll! a" h~ur .~ 8u r a rriva l I was an lIy I.ay t e l;niaJl 

Thealegical Selliaary which is l ocated •• jJ raadway at 120th Street. 

Thi8 part a~ New Yark whi ch l'Il'a g lting t be lIy hl3lle f~r the best part 
~airly 

a~ a year ia i. pleasant Burreu"diJlg8,with su ch ~ell k,,~w. inatitu tl a 

as Calullbia University,tte ewiah Theal agical SelliJlsry , tle Jui lliard 
Schaal a~ t'u sie, the ~allau6 . iversirle Chu rch a~ Dr J"A rry t: .. era • Fa adick 



state.,ent tu I.frican :lrull on tre 1: . 1 . 0 . . u~stion . 
'--- -.-- - --------_. 

Tl e '.d i tor of Drull, 

Voe. , re no not-bt "'.are tI.at one " f 1.1 f- s ubjects w[· cr. 18 s b e " en 
under discussion a t 1' •• ' . i n I'ecf- nt weeks has heen, tl ,e qu'stion Of . 
'tl,e nee eunfljct J.n ; u .. tI , .\fT'ic;., resu l ting fr'o", 1.1 e ap"rtre~d pol~gy 
of the lo vern-,ent of 1.1 e 'nio.l of So tr, Afl·~ca . ~'hi s s ubject liuS p r opo s ed 
for .lnclusion in trle fltienua of tr.e [je vent}, :;essiun of tl e ;ene:-D. l. As~b l.y 
b, 10 lIe' bel' ~; t"tes h~' ded by india . ';outJ .. 1'1·i c a 0pp0sed tl.e ~nclU SD.m 
of tl 8 i tHu on tr,t:' ar.Jl.4llner.t tr.ut tu de so \.uu l v iu l.at.e: I'ticl e 2 , 
para . I ,,1' tI,e l'ni ted ~ 'n.L.ns CJ arcer- wh . ci , bars tr,e l.~li c eu ,.f tion; , t roll 
intpI 'veniT10 in any lnat.1.eT'S wIde}. al'e e S€llLiaJ...r..Y \. tl l!. I1 tile d r:.cst..l c 
'u r i s di c tion of le",be r ,it"tes • 

.1.'. e ;ou 'th . . ~r·ic(in Vib"1 \I~iS over l'u ..I.. ed hy a n Ovp.T"\ILe .1J:"Ld'lL ru·j or ity 
on l y .;out. "f"ica herS l el v ut.int; in fnv \lJr uf I.eI' Oli n ;Jru",osal. ,.ne eM t 
[rid be nn agrer;;d t! at t .. is it-em ShJUld be irlC .1.Uat:d in t.]I(: ctcienda , tr e 
s ubject was referred 'Lu u seJecia.l au hoc ,)u .l J..",icaJ.. cUJ.i.lk,i ",t.E:e on \.rach 
a li tlea.nel' ~)tat.cs have JJ]e pI:Vre .. ~e n t.a I..1Ve ~aci 1..0 oe .-.J. \,I t.) ; nd to Ilake 
receloUllendul,iuns for cons l (,llt-iun a"i. a .l flter Bt~e b,Y t,r.e lr e nel'al .. sse.ll.b l. 

l.i clJ, ae J. Scot ... Int..erv encs • . -\t., Lilis st8tie t! e \~ v . . i cj.ael .~cut,;,\lrO i s 
here-i7u~dinlia-\.a:r:chin~br~ef on beLa.!. £' of tJ fI .\fr.icans of dvutr - "E:st 
f f r ica , wl' o1.e to tie ci "i1'"1an of t , e speciul ad hoc cu , .. it1."" su..:;estn 
lll"iont, ot.l er' t},inLs , t J at tl e COilll itte '- cun:' irier' tr.e pU6Jibi l it) of i nviti 
lie to "iv'· oral e v idence before it un t.1 e <jUE>:}0ct of 1.1 ,,, ola1'tl eid 
le~islEltion in tIle Vnion of Soul:1 :i.f·~i c a,ir' s ,ch a cuurse c "".llended 
i tfH: .1. f t o tl e COIOII":'1..\..e l! • . t tl e r.nl.c til.e ~ e sent a CO t)Y tt1' his l ~t,t.~r 
t t.l.e d .i:fl·ecent rle .1. e- 6ntiuns rejJl'esp.nted on t .. e cul.to.i t.tt:f- . 

Thi& is \"'{.e1'e I beLan tv C !Ie int o tl.e ictu re . f1t'lellbers of "I.e uU th 
Af'pic<.n rp- ..leLatl.On , USsu ll ing tl,:; t. I had sutS er, 'ted t]al Cu r·se t u !,~icl1 ael 
5cott , tLc .• leu t,e abvut t.;·e L.a-..ter . l'ne burden of t.l ,eir rc;'>l'eGe n tlltioBS 
was t1 at. t 1.e accept().11C! ,)1' suc] ar, lnv i tc:n .. iun \1uU .1.d be I'eb' ('ded r ... s a 
"hostih" nct f,'[' \ ;licl. tLe :oni0n C0 vernr.le n t wou l d be cu r.,pelJ.ed to t ilke 
action l lloi inc!" I;.e , and tl;at. in ti.e il~t.erE::sts of my future a 6 c, l fl!f. drr 
of tI ~ 'of 'ican pe0pl e , I s~"udl. clive an undel'[,tKing that: ' .",ld no t 
accept suer. an iJJviLat..:i.un , e v e n be:fuT'e t..lie LlCit.t.eT' \;[iG raist=d iTI t1'.e 
C0C111ic.tee . : r'ef,J s ed t.u ~ive any sucri undel'Liaklntj un t.\ v 6r'vlln s . ioi JSt , 
trat i t. 'uu l J t>vivt.S l y be IJre .. ature for.., to dec.l. ine "n invicllti n 
'khict t lad not ~Te t been o.bret::: a u pon . 3e c .... ndJ.J, , tl.at "tIle .fric'-'J1 1-.. tional 
CunuI~ e 5G,of \ihlcl l I &'11 a reiJI~E::se n t.at.i ve, j .u.d , < s farns bac!', 'i.S llu l y ,.1. c litg 
be f ore tr,,:,s i ssue \'.,~" raised ei tJ er by tre Jnrtinn d eJ.ei!c ti c. n or by 
!.ttilc l:ae l ~)cvtt , addre8sed a co R,unicatio n to "t.[IP' Secret8r~ - '"';eneraJ. of :She 
l:n.ite tl ~ aLL. ns, i r 7 py v ie :"ie , llskjng f or [In oJ)') rtunit:,- t p.1.(ce t}, e 
gr i~v"nce~ of' Lf~ I,tl'ic;;n pe(JpJ. e bef.we tl e "niced rrtionE at its t h"n 
fort.l.cot'111l~ se£si on ; fi TJd , s An ofiicifll ')f tLp."t or,JAn:s::t':'on 7 \ r..:; in 
dt.ty \:J()und t o ho l d .,ys pl f in re [. dinie s to a pl .... ar n 1.1 eir bel.a l t' ,sLollid 
their r'eq~ ~ s t b~ <;ranLed . 

]o'srt J., r~ l'hrFFotened . I n ti e UH,T.tille I received a l et.t.er fr"" tl,e 
r rlnc~ a .i ;:a'-port.l hI~e, infvr'ning me tl.flt I,e 1 ali been \ nrned b~, tl. e Uni on 
l:.ducnt.ion Je,Jbl't.rlt-nt t.Lat "tile r)t:: [l [ lrt en t wi ll be re lnc 'tan1.. .Ly GOI ,~e .1.'ed 
to t~ke Il v e,.y s er i us v ie .... vf the r,nttpr as I,e,Le •• ,y s eJ.f) i s e '~J. oyed 
by YOl,1' C~ L.eLe I'Il.ici l'eceivcs a censidel'able suhsi y fl'u," the ",tate'! 
In v i<;, of LJ:'..s di l'"ct i.1 r en t. to tl e colle"e"r-of'essor D~nt in tis cppa ­
c i t y &e p r inci ;,&l ,, 1' Ll e c vl J.el>e , in tructed r,e !lot t u accept any 
i ll v i t"ti<,n t.o "I' enr at. " "'" J repl ied ti- ilt I l.ad not in fact been 
invit.ed Elf ~ et to [,le' l' , b~t 1.: at i1' sliei. &n i r, v J.tati vn did c .. e, I w u l d 
then dec i de wJ.~, t 1. d() aOvLJ L t.J e lnt.t.e ,' and \ oU J.d n t. a ll" " allY int iliii&­
t ion t o infl uence I',e ill ,.j d~c<i: i;iun . I.s if tl.i8 u,s nut andugh undu e 
preFcgr'e,I I <IS a l so v i!'ited by a rpprese ntati ve f tloe :-;tnt.e De, a r tllent 
of tj~ trni t.ea ::;t,8tes \.1 0 &l so \..sed il i s t'a vod offi c es" in an endeAv ou r t 
diccuade e fOroll takim<: <- step tln t Il i " ht be ' · £a l a",i t.u~" I'IF far's lIy 
future c .;:;reo-::r i n ~";(J l,tt "f-' :CCl \'F1S C ncerned . I t.f Ankeri ti., i l'o r his 
so li ci t.Lde but indicatecl t lext to hill t hl1t if pnd whe n tl e invi tatilln 
d i d c.0Ile, : \ ~HJ .i rt do , :hllt T COnSi(1 red t o be rj~' duty accordi ""' i: t Ply 
conv ictions witt,out re<:fl l'd t tl e " ff i cia l p1'e~~u "e t o wt' en T had been 
subj ected . 

A e r i£ n Pfll!~ Si l ent . In cite "'~ nnti"e tr-e question lar' nut been r ai lied 
nt. a l l ir tI e adl.oc COO1r.ti t. te 0 . • re,wer tJ.~ re \' FS c o',plete 8J l~nce abou t. 
i t i n tl,e " . ', . ;1'ess nl tJ:uu~1 t.lere was fifiparent l y uch a to - d about i 1. 
i n tJ:e s ouer African Presr . To this day n ot a "ingle rlfricEn "~W6. 'pe r 



l ha~ r~fprred to the matter . Eventually the iSBue WPS raised in the f CG i tee~ by tl e delegate .1" Liberia , a tum whoa. I "d not even aet 
• at tl,e til1e . ! y wife end I wal ked into" eating.f this co ",i ttee ne 
Bf~el'nu"n just "hen tl e Liberian d'$legHte w~s being ap )ealed t. b: 
tl,e c! l1irr "n of tt e C t, .. i tte ,, --the delef.pte .1" Greece --n~ t t. press 
tl is <,,,ttc:" of em invitation to J rofessor I', t1:.hews ns tl at IVo(;ld creat e 
a I,recedent as no ind1v1duol had ever ap~eAred as yet befvre that 
partlculrr c tl111jittec (if "L}.e United Nations . 
1'1 e c: nirr>an suggested tInt "if Frof . J"Ftthews wis),ed t do so,he ig,ht 
SUbllli t n veri t ten G1:.atellent for tLa conside ratiun 1" t,!, e curlllli ttee . 
1"ren He Liberian deleGate ieferred ttl tre suggestion of the chairllan 
tl e c,OU1:.t ,.fr1can d l egate rose to tl,anl< tl eclair an for his "ru l iJlb 
Y'l\ereupon tre cll/tir an p inted ut t. his, tl,ut thi s ;',as not a "ruling" 
bue lIere l y an np"evl 1:.0 tl e j,ib~riafl dele..;, te n~t to "ress tle Ilatter . 
'1'] e ~"ut; ; fricun de l e ... ate vlent ;t.1>1OI on tv say trat he v' LI lt r te st 
againEt a Vlritten statc'lf'nt 1"1'0:1 Jle being receivpd by t, e cOllolittee 
wl,ereupun tl e chl1iroull p inted \.t to l'i tl' at he cou l d ,rvt~st if be 
,:is],eo :txa:t but that tl c.t in i tself "o~ld not p"eclu r'r tI c., i ttee 
r·om receiving sucl 8 ~tAtellent . 

Re~el'l_ofb. . ~ . .!.~ ,11 tr'is C81le ps a cOllpl.ete syr prise ta rie . I t ok 
tre Ol'j'ortuni ty levr to poj nt vut to tl~ Liherli:im deleL:[,te1:.t.at he 
WEB in error in Bupposing,aF I io spe ~ ch sep"!e te sUJ"est , trst I had 
requeste to be Leard, DClt tInt. te e l'€qUf'st cpme from t! e ,fl'ican 
U~tionsl. COTl6r~sdof \,l iCD :r was a repl'esentato.v e) en beh"l f of tte 
Ai'I'ic?n peopl e wJ.~se views woul.d not ot~erwise be aV8il.'bleto the 
COil' ,i t ~~e , < 1 tl,,,ugl tl cy ,'ere vi tall.y aft ected by te . ., sub ect UDder 
aificusEi n . 'the Liberian d legate take the "."ortunity at !> l ater 
Ile~ting tv dl'a," tl e avention ,,1" tte cOIl:it1:.ee t tr.e request of t t.e 
AfT'ican 1 FtionE, l Congr·ess . 1') e letter v.ricl : v',T'vte 1:." tl.e de l egate 

:f Lib I'i" w,'·s accepted 1"'.1' circulatiun tv l,)·e d' l egatiuns at t r.e 
requf()t of t!.e dele.;ate of hal ti wi,e cvl1. ented very s tron.;ly tln the 
"Clfficial prersure" to v.hie,·, J 1.86 been subjected era t" "hid, Jo' rt 
rl1re ha' been subjected . } e a13 undel'tuvi< tu CirCUl.dte t~1vng the 
dolegF,tE s t,.e c~Clorlmdl. of t.! e Af"icbn ;, t.ion£.l c:.ngres' on t] e 
subject oi' ape.rtl'.eid oeivre tJ.e ",atter' cv.es bef'ore tl,e plenary 
s~s6hn of ti.e "ni ted' tivns . l'J at is wr.ere the 1D&1:.ter I'ests at 
pres~nt . 

1 ['Ij infor ,ed tt I1t it is BUgbes ~ed i n ti e .,(,<lt1" African ,'ess that 
I !av~ b~· T, reft-sed a reeT'irg by tr,e ' . • J . r;cT,ually , ,,f cOurse , no vote 
hrs been taken on tre ~ette r . 

vcurf sincere l y , 
(f,tSn) Z . ; • '} J.' ! 


