








































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Lip profile 
5 Rounded 
6 Flattened 
7 Tapered 
18 Extemalf mtemal emphasis 

Decoration 
41 Applied bosses/strips 

Ceramics resembling Msuluzi 
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The excavated pottery from Pit 1 and the exposed material from Pits 8 & 9 belonged 
to this phase (Tables 1-2). The pottery from Pit 7, excavated after the typological 
analysis was completed and therefore not included, also belonged to this phase. As at 
the Msuluzi Confluence site (Maggs 19806), there is a high degree of internal 
typological consistency, even though some of the vessels included in this description 
are from surface features. 

Forty five vessels were sufficiently complete for inclusion in this analysis. Although 
the sample may not cover the full range of attribute combinations, it is adequate to 
describe the main characteristics of shape and decoration of the vessels (Table 1). 

Like the Msuluzi pottery from Natal there is little variation in pot shape (Table 1 ), all 
vessels fall in the category of'curved, everted necks'. Bodies are spherical to 
subspherical in shape. 

Most of the 45 pots are decorated; seven (13%) are plain. Decoration consists of one 
or more horizontal bands occupying the whole neck ( 60%) (Fig. 3, 1 ), the upper neck 
(24%) (Fig. 3,2) and the lower neck (17%) (Fig. 3,3). Decoration is by relatively bold 
V or U shaped grooving in the form of horizontal lines, oblique hatching, cross
hatching and short horizontal row or rows of uneven cross-hatching. Most vessels 
have one or two bands (Fig. 3). Some have three bands, but none has more, in 
contrast to the Natal Msuluzi sample (Maggs 1980&). The sample is too small to give 
a clear indication of preferred combinations of motifs. As in the case of the Natal 
Msuluzi pots, body decoration takes the form of pendant triangles from the body/neck 
junction (Fig. 3, 1 ). This is the only form of body decoration recorded from Ntsitsana 
although the Natal sample contains a larger range of body decoration motifs. 
However, the same general range of motifs appears in both assemblages, but in 
different proportions (Table 1). 

Bowls are described separately from pots as they have few attributes in common. 
Only six bowls were sufficiently complete for analysis. Bowls were less common 
than pots. In contrast to the Natal assemblage none ofTranskei bowls was decorated, 
and only two simple shapes occurred (Table 2). 
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- --·-· -· -
Fig. 3.Ntsitsana/Msuluzipots: lfrom Pit l. 2 from Pit 8, 3 from Pit 9. 

TABLE! 

Attributes of pots from Ntsirsana (Tronskei) compared with Msuluzi and Ndondondwane in Natal. 
Attributes 2 & 44 relate to noel< profile, S 9 32 · & 11 relate to position of decoration, 39 is cord effect. For 

descriptions see page 158. Abbreviations: NI/Ms= Ntsirsana/Msuluzi, NI/Nd= 
Nrsirsana/Ndondondwone, Ms = Msuluzi, Nd = Ndondondwane. 

Nrsirsana Natal 
Ceramic style 

Nl/Ms NI/Nd Ms Nd 
Pit No. Pit No. 

8 9 2 3 5 6 
Allributel 
2 100 100 00 4 1 8 

9i' 
100 67 

44 0 0 0 96 98 92 0 29 
8 50 57 74 4 0 9 0 80 19 
9 25 43 4 0 0 0 0 2 2 

32 0 0 17 96 88 91 100 7 79 
II 13 0 0 0 0 9 0 18 2 
13 25 0 9 0 81 0 0 0 0 
14 13 43 52 20 0 0 50 4 10 
15 0 71 30 4 6 36 0 9 26 
24 13 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 10 
34 13 0 13 64 25 46 0 0 10 
35 38 29 48 4 13 9 0 22 45 
17 0 0 0 0 6 0 0 38 0 
20 13 0 4 0 0 0 0 9 2 
37 0 0 4 8 25 27 50 0 0 
38 13 0 0 4 6 9 0 24 12 
39 13 29 9 0 0 27 0 16 7 
27 0 0 9 0 0 0 0 2 7 
30 0 0 9 4 0 0 0 0 0 
No. decorated 8 7 23 25 16 II 2 45 42 
No. undecorated I 0 6 23 60 13 9 4 2 
Tola! vessels 9 7 29 48 76 24 11 49 44 

TABLE2 

Allributes of bowls from Ntsirsana (Transkei). For descrip1ion of attributes see page 158. Abbreviations: ; 
Nl/Ms = Ntsitsana/Msuluzi, NI/Nd = Ntsirsana/Ndondondwane. ; 

Ceramic style ' I 
Nl/Ms NI/Nd I Pit No. Pit No. r 

8 9 2 3 5 
Allribure 

11 0 0 0 0 40 50 0 
4 100 100 50 75 60 50 33 
3 0 0 50 25 0 0 67 
5 33 100 0 25 40 50 0 
6 67 0 100 75 40 0 33 
7 o· 0 0 0 0 0 67 
18 0 100 0 0 20 0 0 
41 0 0 0 0 20 0 67 

Total vessels 3 I 2 4 5 I 
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The group includes incurved bowls (four) and hemispherical bowls (two) with rather 
thick walls. Four lip profiles were flattened and two are rounded (Table 2). 
Typologically these bowl types are similar to those of the Ntshekane ceramics (9th 
century AD) in Natal (Maggs & Michael 1976). None of the typical Natal Msuluzi 
bowls was present in the Ntsitsana assemblage. 

No burnishing occurred on the pots or bowls though burnishing occurred on bowls of 
the Natal Msuluzi assemblage. As in the Natal Msuluzi sample the inner surface was 
often noticeably rougher, as if the pots had been scoured frequently during use {vide 
Maggs 1980b). Some vessels have been blackened from use on a fire. 

Ceramics resembling Ndondondwane 

Four of the excavated pits (2 3 5 & 6) contained pottery belonging to this phase 
(Tables 1-2). It is related to the Natal Ndondondwane assemblage (Maggs 1984a, 
Maggs & Ward 1984), both in time and typology. Some 159 pots and 15 bowls were 
sufficiently complete for study. It must be noted that there is some overlap in the 
attributes of the Msuluzi and Ndondondwane ceramics from Transkei. In such cases 
only one example of the ceramic phase has been illustrated. 

There is little variation in pot shape (Table 1 ). Most (over 90%) fall into the category 
of upright necked vessels while the remainder have curved everted necks. The Natal 
Ndondondwane sample differs in this regard in that most of the necks are curved 
everted, but there is a significant number of upright necked vessels (Maggs l 984a: 
80). Fifty-five percent of the Transkei pots were undecorated. No undecorated pots 
have been reported from the Ndondondwane assemblage in Natal, but one 
undecorated pot with a fairly upright neck was found at Mhlopeni (Maggs & Ward 
1984). 

The most characteristic decoration at Ntsitsana was a single band of decoration on the 
lower half of the neck ending at the body/neck junction, with a broad uhdecorated 
band above it (Fig. 4,1). This feature dominates the Natal Ndondondwane 
assemblage, but in a smaller proportion (Maggs 1984a: 30). Generally, the decoration 
of the Ndondondwane pottery was much finer than that on the Msuluzi pottery, even 
though some of the motifs were shared. Most common motifs of the Ndondondwane 
assemblage in Transkei were: a band or bands of even cross-hatching; a band of 
several horizontal grooves; a band of oblique hatching and a band of opposed 
hatching without intervening grooves. In this regard the sample was very similar to 
the Natal material in which the most common motifs were hatching and cross
hatching (Maggs 1984a: 80). So-called 'cord effect' decoration, where the bands 
stand out in relief, was more common than in Natal. Multiple bands covering most of 
the neck typical of Msuluzi Confluence and Msuluzi-type ceramics in Transkei did 
not occur though such decoration did occur in the Ndondondwane sample in Natal. 
Body decoration was absent from the Transkei sample (Fig. 4,1), and rare at 
Ndondondwane in Natal. While no burnishing occurred on pots from the Msuluzi 
assemblage, it occurred in the Ndondondwane assemblage on pots as red ochre, 
black, graphite, and uncoloured burnish. The bowls are described in Table 2. 
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Only 15 bowls were recovered from the pits, which again reflects a low ratio of bowls 
to pots. This group includes nine incurved bowls, three subcarinated just below the 
lip (Fig. 5,2), two hemispherical (Fig. 5,1) and one deep straight-sided with rather 
thick walls that are slightly inward sloping (Fig. 5,3) (Table 2). Incurved bowls have 
both flattened and rounded lips. The deep, straight-sided bowl has a flattened lip, 
while the lips of the hemispherical bowls are tapered, and those of the subcarinated 
bowls are rounded. One subcarinated and one hemispherical bowl have bosses. With 
the exception of bosses (Fig, 5, 1 ), no decoration or burnish occurs on the bowls. 
Hemispherical bowls were recorded also on the Ndondondwane site in Natal, whilst 
incurved bowls and subcarinated bowls have been recorded only from the Ntshekane 
site (Maggs & Michael 1976). Incurved and hemispherical bowls occurred also in the 
Ntsitsana/Msuluzi-type assemblage. 

1 

MW MW MI 

Fig. 4. Ntsitsana/Ndondondwane pots: I fitting sherds from Pits 3 & 6, 2 & 3 from Pit 
2. 

As at Ndondondwane in Natal and Broederstroom in the Transvaal (Mason 1981), 
there are a few examples of very small vessels (Figs 4,2-4,3). These have been 
interpreted in functional terms as toy pots (Maggs 1984a: 85). One of them had an 
inward-sloping neck, an attribute typical of ninth century AD Ntshekane vessels in 
Natal (Maggs & Michael 1976). 

Most of the vessels were blackened by fire. The inside of a complete pot from Pit 6, 
was smeared with red ochre. Some pots were used for collecting or storing ochre and 
there were pieces of red ochre in the pit. The nearest known source of red OGhre is at 
Dumsi location about 8 km from Ntsitsana. A number of the pits contained nearly 
complete pots discarded or buried, usually with their bases broken prior to being 
discarded. Ntsitsana is the southernmost known Early Iron Age occurrence of the 
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practice of ritually breaking pots. Potsherds belonging to the same vessel were 
recovered from two separate pits (3 & 6), suggesting that some of the pits were filled 
contemporaneously. 

1 

2 

3 

MM MM MI 

Fig. 5. Ntsitsana/Ndondondwane bowls; 1 from Pit 6, 2 & 3 from Pit 3. 

Discussion 

The typology of the pottery from Ntsitsana is easily related to the typology of 
contemporary sites in Natal (Tables I & 2). There are some local differences, 
however, and the following broad differences between the Natal and Transkei 
assemblages are evident. 
1. Bowls are more common at the Natal sites than at Ntsitsana. 
2. Vessels from Ntsitsana are smaller, ranging in diameter from 40-240 mm as 

compared with 80-400 mm for Natal samples (Maggs 1980&, Maggs & Michael 
1976). 

3. The transition from the Msuluzi to the Ndondondwane phase appears to have been 
more abrupt in the Transkei sequence than in Natal. 

4. The Msuluzi and especially the Ndondondwane assemblages in Transkei included 
decorative elements more characteristic of the later, Ntshekane, ceramic phase in 

Natal. This may be more significant than simply idiosyncratic variability, but larger 
scale research would be necessary to investigate such patterning in time and space. 

5. The Transkei ceramics, especially the Ndondondwane phase, are less decorated 
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than contemporary ceramics from Natal. 
6. The Natal Msuluzi ceramics appear to have deeper necks with a more pronounced 

curved everted shape than the Msuluzi-like ceramics from Transkei. 

The Transkei sample therefore shows stylistic differences which merit the 
designations Ntsitsana/Msuluzi and Ntsitsana/Ndondondwane phases. However, 
Natal and Transkei samples are typologically similar and can be related to a larger 
unit, now known as the Kalundu Tradition (Huffinan 1989&). This facies has a 
distribution that includes the eastern and western Transvaal and large parts of Natal. 
Mpame (Cronin 1982) and Lujojozi (Robey 1985, Robey & Feely 1987) are other 
sites in the southern Transkei known to relate to this Tradition. The nature of the 
difference between the ceramics of Natal and Transkei suggests that the ceramics 
belong to separate facies of the same Tradition (vide Evers 1988). 
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Appendix 9 

KULUBELE CERAMIC VESSEL ASSEMBLAGE 
ANALYSIS 

(Binneman 1996(a): 29-33). 

Ceramics: pots and bowls 
A small number of decorated potsherds were recovered from the 
pit whereas a relatively large sample came from the midden 
excavation. The assemblage, however, was fragmentary and large 
pot fragments in general were broken at the neck/shoulder 
junction which made it difficult to establish the extent of 
shoulder and body decoration. The majority of vessels were 
decorated only on the rim and occasionally on the lip and the 
inside of the rim. Only a few decorated body fragments were 
found which indicate that shoulder and body decoration occurred 
less frequently. The most common band motifs were hatching, 
cross-hatching (even and unevenly spaced), herringbone and 
alternating triangles. The incisions range from heavy, deep, 
rough U- and V-shaped incisions to carefully executed, shallow 
U- and V-shaped incisions. 
The ceramic assemblage at Kulubele was divided into I 7 classes 
(including undecorated vessels) using vessel profile, decoration 
placement and decoration following Huffman 1980. The following 
classes were identified: 

1. Pot with an everted neck with a band of decoration on the rim 
and pendant motifs on the shoulder (Fig. 2.1 ). 

2. Pot with an everted neck with a band of decoration on the rim 
and a band inside the neck (Fig. 2. 2). 
Note: This class consists of small fragments only and although 
the full extent of the decoration cannot be established, it is 
considered sufficient evidence for an independent class. 

3. Pot with an everted neck with a band of decoration on the rim 
and a band on the neck (Fig. 2.3). 

4. Pot with an everted neck with herringbone incisions on the lip 
and a band of decoration below me rim (Fig. 2.4). Note: This 
class consists of small fragments only and although the full 
extent of me decoration cannot be established, it is considered 
sufficient evidence for a independent class. 

5. Pot with an everted neck with diagonal incisions on the lip and 
a band of decoration on the neck (Fig. 2.5). 

6. Pot with an everted neck with a band of decoration below the 
rim (Fig. 2.6). 

7. Pot with an everted neck with a band of decoration on me neck 
(Fig. 2. 7). 

8. Plain pot with everted neck (Fig. 2.8). 
9. Plain open bowls (Fig. 3. 1). 



10. Plain inturned bowls (Pig. 3.2). 
11. Plain deep-straight sided bowls (Fig. 3. 3). 
12. Deep straight-sided bowl with diagonal incisions on the lip 

(Fig. 3.4). 
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13. Deep straight-sided bowl with a band of decoration on the 
inside rim (Fig. 3.5). 

14. Inturned bowls with diagonal incisions on the lip (Fig. 3.6). 
15. Inturned bowls with a band on the rim (Fig. 3. 7). 
16. Inturned bowls with a band of decoration on the rim and 

lower body. (Fig. 3. 8) 
17. Inturned bowls with diagonal incisions on the lip and a band 

of decoration on the rim (Fig. 3. 9). 

Discussion of the ceramics 
Although fragmentary, the Kulubele assemblage provided 

sufficient information to be identified and classified with the 
Msuluzi phase as first described by Maggs ( 1980a) for the 
Msuluzi Confluence site in KwaZulu-Natal. 

The most obvious difference is the absence of elaborate 
·decoration on the shoulder and lower body of pots. This attribute 
seems also to be absent from Ntsitsana in northern Transkei. An 
interesting aspect of the Kulubele pots is the decoration inside 
the neck of several vessels. No decoration on the inside of pots 
has been reported from KwaZulu-Natal or northern Transkei 
(Prins 1993, Prins & Granger 1993 ). Inturned bowls from 
Kulubele were decorated but no typical Msuluzi bowls or 
carinated bowls were present. 



Fig. 2. Decorated pots from Kulubele. Classes 1-8. 
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Appendix 10 

CANASTA PLACE CERAMIC VESSEL 
ASSEMBLAGE ANALYSIS· 

(Nogwaza 1994: 104-105) . 

. POTTERY ANALYSIS 
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A total number of 240 diagnostic fragments were recovered. These include 
decorated body sherds, decorated rim sherds and plain rim sherds (Table 1). Analysis 
took place at the Natal Museum under the guidance of Mr F Prins and Ms V Ward. 
The methodology was similar to that used in the analysis of material from BIA sites · 
in Transkei and Natal. Analysis focused only on decoration because the fragments 
were too small to reconstruct rim diameters and vessel profiles with confidence, but 
an attempt was nevertheless made to reconstruct vessel shapes by using technologies 
developed by Natal Museum (Fig. 4b, c & d). The purpose of the analysis was to 
compare the NataJ/Transkei wares and Canasta Place ware. 

· Some of the sherds indicate a coil technique was used in the construction of 
the vessels (Gitywa 1970: 2). A possible site for the firing i.e. kilns or ovens, was 
discovered in a ploughed lucern land close by at a depth of0,50 m under the swface .. 
Baked clay pieces, pottery sherds, quantities of charcoal, burnt wood and ash occur. 
Black burnish has been identified on very few sherds. A detailed analysis of 
decorated body sherds and decorated rim sherds is shown in Table 1 .. A total of 57 
plain rim sherds were also identified. The thickness of the body sherds varies between 
5-14 mm and the majority of the sherds lie in the range of 8-1 O mm thick. The · 
diagnostic rim sherds (excluding plain rims) have the following forms: inward 
sloping neck; 18 (Fig. 3c); everted neck, 4 (Figs 3b & 3d); inward sloping neck, 18 
(Fig. 3c); hemispherical, 12 (Fig. 4a); open, 5 (Fig. 4c); wide-mouthed, 1 (4b) and 
subcarinated, 5 (Fig. 4d). 

Feature Decoration Numher Numher Total. 
1--------------1 uf Rim uf Bm.lv 

Even .cro.ss hatching 

Uneven cro.s.s hatching 

Opposite hatching 

Shenfa Sherds· 

s I 49 s1 
18 27 

0 15 I 1s 
53 55 

0 2 

·1 Band of opposite h:..tching helow Q 

::>%>~~;. >~~ ~ hand uf crnss hatchi:ig 

lo 2 

I I 111 I I II II . II • • 
. • 1 • • • • lip notching lo 

2 2 

-1 I 18J 

1 
I 

Table I. Canasta Place: 1\tlotif categories and total numbd-: 
of both the diagnostic rim sherds and diagnostic body sb~r~ i 
(excluding plain sherds). 1 
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Fig. 3. Decorated pottery fragments from Canasta Place. 
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