
will not be allowed to buy the land. It 
does not follow that we will deal with 
the matter on the same lines as muni
cipal locations. That is not the inten
tion. If a man is of desirable character 
he will be allm'ved to buy land. The 
land will be Ifeserved forr respectable 
men of good chaucter. A man would 
not necessarily be expelled; it would 
depend on the circumstances of his 
case, That would only be done after 
proper inquiry, he would not be dealt 
with as in a municipal location. You 
TIlust remembet' this is a Native area. 
We might allow him to lTemain on as a 
tenant, but he certainly \\'on't be allow
ed to buv land. 

THE CHAIRl\IAN; I think thBre. has 
been sufficient discussion. If you so 
desire I will adjourn until this after
noon to enable yuu to put in a memO£
andum. If as I understand, however, 
you have not gol the memorandum 
t"eady and that you will send it in some 
days hence, there is no necessity to 
adjourn until 2 o' clock, 

MR. SMIT: There seems to be some 
misunderstanding about these Native 
settlemenls. There is no intention to 
create municipal locations. But yOu 
se.e for yourselves that the population 
is increasing and there is not room for 
all the people in the Native reserrves. 
We have to do what is done in every 
countiry where people. become too 
many. You have to get them together 
in villages and that means that a man 
has a place for himself and his childr~n. 
He can go out to wot!'k in the mc'ln
time. Either we will establish indus
tries close by', or he can go out, but he 
will have a ' permanent place for his 
family. .It does not follow that he wil1 
be in contact with liquor sellers, etc, 
That will be prohibited. The. settle
ments are intended for the re9pectable 
type of Native who wants his own little 
pr-operty. The great complaint of the 
worker is that he has nothing to invest 
his money in. If he. lives in a town 
location he has to pay rent all hiS' life, 
We say we will make these villages in 
your own areas away from the towns, 
with no danger of your wives and chil
dren drifting into town as at present. If 
a man has his own allotment he can 
invest his money in a house. He can 
improve the place and there is no 
danger of his being driyen out. I can't 
understand why some of the speakers 
should have misgivings about this. In 
the Tnnsvaal, where land companies 
bougnt land and cut it up into locations 
for Natives, Nat.ives haye paid fabulous 
prices in orderr to get a place to sit 
down, I corne with a Goveunment 
scheme under \vhich you are going to 
pay very much less than to a land 
company, and we are going to provide 
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water and sanitation and everything 
else for the people. We will give a 
qua'!"ter-acre. If mrue land is available 
we might be able to make the plots a 
bit bigger. There is also the chance of 
becoming owne,rs of the land, What 
more can I offer you ~ I don't under
stand the. position clearly. f have tried 
to make ~t perfectly plain to you. You 
have your father, the Government, 
coming along with a gift and you don't 
want to take it. It has been the one 
complaint ,since I became Secretary for 
Native Affairs that the Native had 
nowhere whe.re he could buy a little 
place for his own. Now. when l come 
and tell you it is here you won't take it. 
If you want to take that Ifesponsibility, 
you can; I won't. I want 1-::> get the 
opinion of the Council to-day. You 
can put in your me.morandum now or 
after lunch. There is something wrong 
with that memo,rand;um. You have 
been bothering me with questions all 
morning and I have tried to make the 
position clear, Yet you have drawn a 
memorandum before this discussion of 
what you think, 

Cil. JABA VU: It is not wTitten out 
yet. 

MR. SMIT: We will adjourn until 3 
o'clock and that will give you time. f 
would again urge acceptance of the 
village settlements'. I have been tread_ 
ing a very long road in ruder to get that 
concession. Now I have got it for you 
but apparently you don't want it. 

Council adjourrned till 3 p.m. 

AFTERNNOON SESSION. 

Coucil resumed at 3 p.m. 

CR. V. NTALABATJ. ,ead the fol
lowing memorandum on the Covern
ment's proposals regarding land settle
ment on a new basis:-

·'The members of the Gskeian 
General Council have carefully 
perused the statement of policy 
elucidated by the Se,cretaxy for Native 
Affairs at their Special Session in 
King William' s Town on the 8th of 
Janua'!"y, 1945. 

"They have found the statement 
to include changes in the life of the 
Native people that will be far-reach
ing and ,revolutionary, These changes, 
they realise, cannot possibly be 
brought about in the case of any 
-other people in the world within the 
shQlrt space of two or three years, 
especially with regard to a population 
th~ majority of whom are uneducat
ed. 

"The Natives quite appreci3.te the 
fact of the deterioration of their land; 
but they do not asoribe this deteriora
tion to overrstocking, Their conten
tion is that there has been a huge in_ 
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crease in their population, whilst 
there. has not been an increase of 
stock to supply the needs of this in~ 
creased population in due proportion. 

"With regard to the Government's 
pq-orposal for village settlements; (a) 
There is no guarantee of an indivi~ 
dual being able to eke out a living on 
the suggest-ed quarte.r~aore plot. (b) 
The probaticfl p~iod 'Of five years is 
not of itself a rprovision for the 
security of land occupation. (c) The 
condition that a person without em
ployment will be evicted from the 
proposed village settlement will give 
orise to a general disintegration of the 
race . 

.. For these ~easons the Councillors 
~equest the Government to hold up 
the whole of the new scheme involv~ 
ing new proposals. 

"\Ve request the Government 
henceforth to allot land already ac~ 
qui red in Teleased areas to be used 
by the rural Natives living in conge:st~ 
ed Tural areas to live. theTe under the 
pristine conditions of Crown land 
locations under headmen and not 
under the cont-rol of the Trrust." 
Councillors had nothing to add to the 

memorandum. 
NIR. SMIT; All I wish to say is that 

we have asked for your views and we 
have them now before us. The.se views 
will be placed before the Government 
fOT its consideration. I must say I feel 
disappointel at the views you have ex~ 
p.-essed and I think you will live to 
Il"egret asking that these matters should 
be. allowed to stand over. It is for Gov~ 
ernment to decide whether your re~ 
quest 'will be accepted or not. My own 
view-I speak lTankl y as a fTiend~is 
that it would not be in the interests of 
the people themselves if we gave effect 
to this recommendation of yours. I can 
speak quite freely to you now as I shaH 
be retiring before long. I think you 
have made a very big.-tnistake in making 
this request. To my mind it shows you 
lack vision. I have discussed this matter 
,at grreal length with you and 1 don't 
propose to go into any furthe·r detail. 
All I can tell tyou is that I shall convey 
what you have said and the impTes~ 
sions made on me, to the Government. 
I thank you for the memorandum. 

THE CHAIRMAN; That brings us to 
the end of the discussio'i1s in connection 
with' the fl"ehabilitation of locations. I 
believe that Cr. Jabavu wishes to make 
some rema't"ks before I declare the 
session closed. 

VALEDICTORY TRIBUTES TO MR. Sr-.UT. 
CR .. A.. M. JABAVU: I wish to pro~ 

pose an unopposr-d motion which is a 
tribute to our Tespected Secretary for 
Native AffaiTs on his pending retire~ 
ment. I think it would be a grave 
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omission or lack of gratitude if we said 
nothing about Mr. Smit's services, and 
I think the Councillors as a whole wih 
support me in this. It is customary to 
give a valedicto-ry message to anybody 
who goes away. This is our message 
to Mr. Smit:-

"The African membeq-s of the 
special session of the. Ciskeian 
General Council learn with ~ regJTet 
that the esteemed Secretary for 
Native Affairs. Mr. D. L. Smit. is due 
to retirre from service in March next. 
\Vhile congratulating him on the 
pending termination of illustrious. 
and untarnished service, and the 
well·earned rest Mr. Smit deserves, 
the members of this Council aTe fully 
conscious of the loss of his sympathy 
and Christian guidance in all his 
dealings with them as Local and 
General Councillors. 

. 'Special admi,ration is attached to 
Mr. Smit's endurance in bea:ring the 
burden of administeTing conAicting 
policies of different Governments and 
the seveTal Ministers under whom he 
served during his 10nO" carreer. Out of 
this maelstrom his achievements. and 
the extent to which he won them, 
will remain a lasting memorial to his 
Bantu warrds of what a Native Affai~s 
Department senior officeT should at 
best be. 

"As a final wish, the members of 
this Council humbly lfequest you. Si .. , 
to be present and take part in the 
felicitations of the official opening of 
the new Native Affairs Deprutment 
block of buildings in King William's 
Town later durring the ye.aT. The 
incident, We feel, would mark a 
fitting culmination of an historical 
work whose entire f.oundation was 
set during your term of office. 

"We are, Sir, your humble ser~ 
vants and members of the Ciskeian 
General Council." 
CR. J. S. MPHUTHING, J ,econd. 

We are ve-ry grateful to you. Mr. Smit. 
We Tealise YOU,r time of lI'etirement has 
now corne. We have beholden y,our 
great wO«"k, and our prayeor is that you 
will be given a long life aftelr you have 
entered into Tetirrement - a life of 
happiness. We hope you will never 
f.olrget us and will always fl"emain a 
source of advice and help although you 
have put down your active work. 

The motion was carried. 
MR. J. J. YATES, I feel this leave

taking of Mr. Smit would be incomplete 
without a worrd hom the Magisterial 
members of this Council. We, I think. 
more than any others, will feel the. loss 
of Mr. Smit. We feel we are losing. 
not only a chief of the very finest 
quality, but also a very g,reat iiriend or 
one and alJ of us. We, more than 



any other people, realise and appreciate 
the burden that ~Ir. Smit has carried 
during the last ten years, and particu· 
larly during the last five years of the 
war. But in spite of that he has always 
found time to interest himself and to 
concern himself in the personal prob· 
lems of his officers and their .own small 
private difficulties. We are told that 
l\lr. Smit is a tired man. and We quite 
Tealise that he must be. He richly de
serves the rest he is about to take after 
the stress and strain of ten years of 
conducting one of the most important 
State Departments. But we would 
regret it very much if he were to pass 
completely out of Our ken. His state.· 
ment of policy which he has given us 
during this session will be a legacy 
which he leaves for us, and Our only 
regret is that he will not be here to see 
it through, or at least successfully 
launched. \Ve hope that afteT a period 
of rest ;\Ir. Smit's energetic personality 
will assert itself and that we will again 
see him exercising inAuence on the 
work of the Department and Native 
policy generally. The country can ill 
afford to lose the sfnices of a man ()f 
:\Ir. Smifs calibre. and Natives particu
larly cannot do without his vigorous 
championship. You will take with you, 
Sir, in your retirement the best wishes 
of this Council for a long, vigorous and 
useful life. and we express the ·hope 
that you wil! retain your interest in the 
affairs of this Council. 

:\IR. S\lIT: I thank you for your kind 
references to my association with 
Native affain. and I am very grateful 
indeed for the kind words which have 
fallen from Crs. Jabavu and \lphuthing 
on behalf of m embers of the Council 
and fcom :VIr. Yates on behalf of the 
~\Iagistrates and officials. It 1S very 
gratifying to me to be honoured by you 
in this way. and you will appreciate 
the fact that my heart to-day is full and 
that I am flol Hhlc: to expre1!ls my 
thoughts as I should like to do. I was 
born in the Ciskei and so I have always 
had a special place in my heart for the 
places you represent. As we grow 
older our interests grow bigger, but 
one love always remains with the 
place in which we were reared, and in 
my reticement I .shall return to the 
country of my boyhood. where I hope 
I may. in a small way. continue my 
work for the Native people. I am gO
ing to live at a little place called 
Stutter-heim near by here. 

People in all ages have asked, what 
is the chief good of life? And the 
question is still unansweTed. It has 
been said that the principal joy of life 
is to be used for what you recognise 
as a worthy purpose, and there is no 
department of State with greater scope 
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for worthy purpOSes than the DepaTt
ment of Native Affairs. j\Iy career in 
the Public Service has been full of 
interest and I would like to live it all 
ovor again. I refer particularly to the 
years that have been spent in ative 
affairs, which have added zest to the 
whole of life and lifted it high above 
public administration. 1 shali remem
ber my contact with· this Council and 
the sympathy I have received from 
them throughout my service as Secre
tary for Native Affairs I leave you with 
the most cordial wishes for your ad· 
vancement and with the well-founded 
hope that many of the problems 
troubling you to-day will be forgotten 
in the progress that is to follow. \Ve 
need steadfast faith in the future. We 
must not look at the world as it has 
been in the past. but as it may be in 
future ycar'l. . ro-day every problem 
is changing and needs fresh analysis, 
and the stability of OUr people will be 
decided by their power to face new 
situations. ~lost of all we need vision. 
for as an old Plfophet once said, 
"Without vision the people will perish." 
While it is true that in the Ire construe· 
tion period after the war a great re· 
sponsibility will rest upon you as mem_ 
bers of this Council, for it will be on 
your attitude that most of the success 
of Government's exporiments in the 
Ciskei will depend. The eyes of the 
Native f,eople will be turned to you 
for gui ance, and in saying good-bye 
I wish to impress on you that in your 
own interests and the interests of the 
people as a whole you should give un· 
divided support to the Government 
and to the officials appointed to take 
cha'rge of your affairs. The keynote 
to success in our efforts must be unity 
of purpose between the people and 
the Government, and I do hope you 
will see the wisdom of adopting the 
proposals I have put before you at this 
1!Iession. Unfortunately we hear much 
criticism, but we ~eceive very little 
consl1'uctive help from people who 
criticise. and it is of the utmost import. 
ance that we should bring home to 
the people, especially the younger 
generation, the need to be loyal to the 
Government and to remembe.r that 
officers of the :"!ative Affairs Depart. 
ment are their best friends. \Ve oIde .. 
people in · our lifetime have seen 
greater changes in the world than in 
any other period of history. Owing to 
successive periods of war it has often 
appeared to be a world of dust and 
ashes, but it is a world that is not with· 
out hope, and if we look back we will 
see that greater progress was made in 
Native Affairs than any of us could 
have for~seen. Let us therefore face 
our problems with persistent cou-rage 



and devote ourselves unselfishly to the 
service of our fellow~men. 

As yOur Chairman has informed you, 
j shall be succeeded in office by Mr. 
Gordon Mearrs, Under~Secretary for 
Native Affairs and formerly Chief 
Native Commissioner for the Ciskei. 
The 1P0st of Under~SecretaTY wili be 
filled by Major Rodseth, Chief Native 
Commissioner , Northern Areas. Both 
these men are the sons .of missionaries 
who have the interests of the Native 
people at heart and are both men of 
outstanding character. 

In conclusion, I wish to express to 
you, Mr. Chairman, and the officers 
lSqrving under you, my app.reciation 
of your loyal services to the Govern~ 
ment and to the people in your chaorge. 
We need in Native Affairs the best 
talent and the best charracter we can 
produce. l.t has always been an in
spiration to know that the. officers in 
charge of District Adminisbration have 
not pursued theitr calling for any 
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shallow reward but kom a great sense 
of publir:: duty, and I have been pro'ud 
of the fact that I have been able to 
stand at the head of the Native Affairs 
Depa,rtment for so many yeaTS. 

With these few words, Mr. Chair~ 
man and Councillors, I bid you faore~ 
well and I hope that God's blessing 
may rest on the Ciskei and its people. 
I cannot sit down without expressing a 
high sense of appreciation of the exceL 
lent interpreting performed by Professor 
Jabavu. 

THE CHAIRMAN: We have now 
come to the end of our business. I 
could of course say a great deal if I 
wanted, but I think you Kave heard 
sufficient and I will spare you, I could 
also say a great deal in support of :vir. 
Yates, but I will spare Mr. Smit. I 
wish to thank the interpreter for the 
work he has done. I now declaTe the 
special session at an end. 

Councillors dispersed after sm gmg 
"Nkosi Sikilele i-Afrika" . 


