
prevailing in the tribe . "!here cr sO' COu[ 1n$ ner iage is Clllowec. \'le fin tha 

tre term used for cross COUf"'in is tre B8De as the tern for a v'ife or has 

the same root as the word used to indicate givincS birt.h . Thus the Zulu - Xosa 

worn for a cross cousin is "mzala" Fhich is a worn derivecl from the 'term 
• 

"ukuzala" meaniJlJ' to .;ive birth . Amone the Suto - Chuana the vrord is "motsoala 

which is derived from llho tsoala tl to eive birth . It must be pointed out , how-

ever tLat vil:ile the Suto - Chuana still :tJermi t cross cousin me.rriag~ , it has 

fallen into disuse ru:.onc: t} e Zulu -Xosa , althou[;h even :here we st,ill find the 

free and easy relationship betvveen crops couP.Ins "l'ich is f"Y'owned upob v'hen 

exhibi ted bv brotLerf:' and sipt,prs toY'arnf' nne another or betvreen iarallel 
• 

cousins . Finally "e find creat respect shovm tOi"ards one ' s relatives by mar­

riage , esL)ecially in the case of the \'wife r S motI er and t:be hUfbanc1' s father . 

Very olten the respect is carried to tbe poin"!:. of strict avoidance , whic:b ex­

tend'" even to the use of the DI'Ime . A Zulu woman , :'or Gxample , is not allowed 

to use ei trer t:be name of' her husband's father , or of 1 is fatl'er r s fatJ-1er , 

nor may she use other words in ,,:r ich tbe s~rllablef'. of their names occur . 

Tl'is results very often in the use of quite a diffenent vocabulary on the 

part of t:be \'om(-ln . This custon is kno -'n as "ukuhlonipa" whicr means to res -

pect . Similarly the ,oman "hlonipas " tte namef' of her father-in - l8\'" s brother 

also t:r ose of her 1'11..1 sband r s elrle r brot] ers and of all tJoe wivE's of her fath -

er-in - laVl . 

Z"LP KIFsrT- S'lC''Tl'"'' < R 1 -L ' t" Z 1 .(' t k ' d ., ." ,.1 .:>.l.w), . _ p aLolVef' ~ong 1 e u U8 '3.r" 0 .... 1"0 In s, ·nely 

A)71oo '1elativef' and "[))~elatives h:r marriage , anr1 c1if::erent kinsLi:;:J terms ar 

used for the tv'o sets of relatLvps . Ae?in ,vitl regar' to the blood relatives 

"e find that tl ere are no f't>parate terms for ei tl'er descendantE or ascendant 

beyond t1 e trJird Generation . ~platives beyond tr.e trird generation ar reOC'J:l-

bered but re not dif'tinguished by me am; of separate terms . 

Thus WP have the fO.Llowing scheme for blood P81E':U,ves:-

parents on both sidps , and to all treir brot,' ers and sisters . 



• 
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2nd Ascend~ng_TeJ1eration. There iF one tern applied to both men and women-­

Ukulu. This term is applied to the fat'er's fath r,to the mother's father, 

and to tl.e brothers of these. T~abamkulu may be used instead for these men. 

Ukulu is used also for the father's mother, the mot} er' s mother and their 

sisters,and for the father's father's siFters and the mother's mother's 

brothers . Forthe women the word Umakulu mav be used instead. ____ u 

1st Aseendi1'l~ene ration . r\~y fabher is Ubaba, and the term may be be applied 

to my father's brothers ,to the husbands of my mother's sisters,and to the 

sons of my fatl~er' s father's brothers. But more usually a distinction is I!Cl 

made and those men a re called uoab'omkulu if they are older,t~b'omncane 

if they are younger thf'J1 1"1y fathefl • 

j j" r:lOtller is is em~ or lJI1a , and so also are her sisters, and the wives of 

my father's bnotrers ,and thp daugpters of my r.lOtlcr's motl'er's sisters . 

l :y father's sister is Ubaba (father), Ann her husband is also lJbaba. 

J ,y motl er' s brother is Gmalume , (male mother) and hip, \'life is also Grr,aLme . 

Comtel!.porary Genf'ration . rhe children of my fatr.e r, vf 1"1:r fatller' s brot11crs , 

2nel of my mot} er ' s sisterE" in factJ ef al':' tl.ose ',-hom I call t;Qnba or Um~~, 

are my buothers , T..:t.fov"etu , and my sisters, Zdadeyetu. 

The children of my motl er' s brot1 er(Lr'lalune), both male :md :'emale L re 

UIilzala ami. f'arri ~ - bet\ieeJ1 these is I)rohibi ted arlOn~ ti e Zulus, al thouZ: 

it is ~ ermisc::ible R11c1 ir. fact favoured arwn; tl e B suto and tLe lPC uana. 

T1:e chilClren of "':.:r :"'at or ' 8 siFters , bot} ~le <m(l !~emale , ;;11' ... emzalav"ami . 

1st Descendi'l,; G~n"'r~tion. ~':re term ~,ppliec1 to crildren is Gmt\'an[' . 'J.'hts 

term ~ s u ~)lif1 - to }.is 0 "n cl ildren by a man,:-1n to t 1" childrpr. of :r 3_8 

b'r ? "oman -!~o r er orm children and tIle chil-
~ 

or':!l1 of r.er si sters . Gmntanami thuf' r.:ean:-- "rrw chi.ld" u • ut to dir.tin;ui2h 

or Indoc1akE'ziyruni is used for e bir'l. 

A mon may call hip c=-st r' schild b a desc i 1 ti ve tern trr:mtakadade\!etu , 

l child of m sister ~ It 1e intAreFt 'n~ tv nute U at both Suto an Cl.uBBa 
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hnv· sl)ecial terms for sisters I ehildren , 'oclwna [':tDd Setlo,-:';ol.o respectively . 

Tr f' eldef't SOil or l'eir is caller :'l.t{QsrmD or :::-n(U;:1lifa. 'l'he first-born in 

tJ e family is called Izibuldl or 6\' E'mazibulo , "'Lile t e ~rouneest is called 

~amae:cino . TovlRrds all these distinct behRviour pat"",E'rns are observed . 
, 

?nd Dec fcendinr; Generetion . l'he children of nny Tndodana or Indod8.kazi are 

cal ed l'mntanomntaJ!lami (child of l.ly child) o~ UmzululwaJ1'Ji. 

13,Vd)uescendinc; Genera:t~on . he children of the Ur:mtanonmtan81ni are called 

Unzu lu/-'ulu\{[']'" .:. • 

It no\'" rerr ains :01' us to state the position recardinG' _-q;.;.t:;~l.::.:A~t=i...:.v_~e:.:s::....;:::..;...-.:.;r ...;.A.~T',-r~i-,rg;:LJ;g>-=-e 

The grandparent, of a \';ife or a husband bt:;con~e tl e ..;ran .t" rents of the ST)OUf~ 

in eacb case . The fatLcr of a man I S \, ife is his t..;'mkhwe , "nd tLe !Tot} eri3 of a 

me.n I S v ffe is his Umkhv:ekazi . The :Jal'ents of a woman I s husband are XK:S~KX±* 

i:ll:e.i:;}C called by one or ot cr of the followin£ tel'T'1s , t..;'nyokozala , nTnin8.zala . 

A vife calls her husband T"r.1yeniwami , and her husband I e brot1:er ~nd sister nre 

also Umyeni . Per sister I s husband is Pmkhwp.n~ana . A husblU1d calls his vlife 

t..;'mkam 21. or :Jnfaz i wCtr.1i , '\ hile his ... life IS brot} ers and f'j sters are :Jmlamu,·,ami . 

~Jy sister I s husband and his b'others and sisters are lJmkhwena\ "etu . 

As lready ointed out-, t' ere is no cross cousin marriaee amonG tlie ~ulus , 

and their kinship s~-stem is tendine to become a descriptive onc 'ri th a 1;311 I S 

family distinguis ed from the-se even of his brothers . I'hi~ if in striking X~ 

contrast to the Bnsuto and Bechuana s~stems uhich are less descri tive . The 

X08a kinship system is practically t . .1C same as the Zulu , except that the Xos"' 

use tLe term TatE' instead of Boba for f ther , Unyanaiistead of Innodana for 

sun . -:;XCC1,t fur tl.e["p vE'E'bal different:es tl e sc ism if tl e f'rune . 

• 



"
" ,.. 1 ' ~l./. f"l er.t." 11" r:r,rr ent \ ere ,:ener ll~.r a:'l~:"1n.ge ..J m re "rouces 1.1' ( L.u~u rad1 p or amJ.. u •• " _. ~ ~ _ • -. 0-

in a circu ar \"la~r , '1.rd amonG these houses lin a complete household could be 

distinuuished f'our d .. ftinct ty£es , (i)the Indh unkulu , i.e . t1e 'ireat or Prin ­

ci1Jal J:ouse in vhic1 lived the Great ;'life \lhose eldf1f't son became the heir 

of tlle whole ·'Lousehold" . (i:::' )tLe adi i . e . tl e Lellt I:ouse in which lived t he 
'""""-'--

Ue U':+ 1 :-n r "'ife , (iii)tl e Kohlo Le.the ':gght l'ouse in w1:ich lived tIle 

igr t h~nd l!ilfen . 1'0 e c ofxxmr these housps mi..;l t be added seve"'al' junior 

houses kne n as affiliated 1 oupes . Every tir.e a ne v v'i f'e , AS brout.,ht into 

tl e establ i.shrnent , 1 er st t..lS had to e declarp-<1 , and it "RS publicly r.1ade 

known to 'hat ho\...se she r s affiliated , And what rank ~ her house occupi ed . 

( iv)A fourtl ty e of house 1Nas t at of the man who was not a blood relative " 

but r.ad for some reason or otler abf-'ndoned his own nature 1 kra<lhead and att-

ac ed himself to anot1 er e Althou..;1. he came under the povier of tJ e kraalhp[d 

in al~ kra~l or comron purposes,his house fel.L outside the ~eneral scheme of 

things . 

As a rule t. e first wife tl at nan marrie 1 becroe his Great Vlife 

and all otlers married l~ter eit er became affiliated t o her house , or formed 

:)art of the Left or Right He-nd System of Houses as the oase might be . orma-

lly the ordinary man had only one vvife or one system of houses , and it was 

mainly 1 t e case of Chiefs or wealthy people trat a full establisment was 

found . Chiefs , ho\';ever , did not r.1arry their Chief ''life until late in life . The · 

"lobola" for the Chief '"life 0-: a Chief 1"as flrovided by tl e trihe , <H'c1 the eld -

est son. of tr'is \\'ife "ucoeeded the Cr.ief . The fnct that the ehief ""ife was 

married so late invar:i.ably caused a series uf reGencies in Bantu society . 

Jurinu the rcmTlori t of the Clilief ' s Heir , one of the Chief's brot} ers acted as 

C1 ief , and not infrequently he ~H;ul"'p e d the Dosi tion of the real I eir \"ibh the 

result t} at tre tribe \'las divi e1 into two r,pctions , sorlf' following the true 

Chief an ot. ers U1e TTsurper . 

Succession and Inheri tanc8 . The rules of Ruccesf"ion cL inheritcnce dependrd 

lA .. Jon the "1 aus Syst"I'1" as ex:,leinec1 abpve . All tnc roperty of the kr .:llhe3~ 



III. 
was divided into t'ro Linde , namely KrcH'Il Pro,'ert:: and Pouse Prnpert r• 

Kraal PI' l)er t y denotes all tl'e :-Jro,Pert
u

' i.n a krar I J beinc t1 -g absolute propert:l 

of the kraalhe~d . It dves not incl'..1 e propertJ s .. eci211~' :)rrorti oned or gifted 

to n co t} e housef' of U e kraal , nor the :)ropert, of an inT'1ate of the kranl 

not related to or beloneinLS to the fenilJ' of' tr.e kr('.'11hc,d . 

J.ouse fvpperty rienotes tl e fa.r.1ily and .. rp erty riLhts and statuf' r:hic1. CO!'",f.ence 

v ith , attacr to , ann ariseout of the marr' age of each woman . 

10\'1 heirship to property is of two kinds , either to Kraal Frp erty or to Louse 
• 

P t 'r" I ' t k 1 ' ~ th 1 f" dhl k 1 ' I' )per y . l:e .e 11' 0 raR .)1'0 )ert~r 1..l1 e e de st son 0 tIle en un u U, J. . e . 

the ~raat Jouse , or the person entitled to aSPUffie such ~osition . Besidps being 

heir to Kraal Pro. erty , t1 ee l d' st . on of Ue Grent rOUEF , (tl e Genernl reir n:-­

he is o.f'ten called) if. linble for hi[' fat er ' s debts and in 811 respects suc-

ceec1s to tIle status a. \'ell a[' to thE" ..... ropert~· of his f -t .. er e He beCOJlleS the 

Kraa11e[. ane.. is clarged \lith tJe bcneral oversie1t of the ".ole establisDmeni:: 

The reir to House Property is ;the eldest pon of tl e }-ouse to v{hic tI'E' prop~r-

s b en asci neu.,o.!' he is in turn liable for t. c1eLt8 'ncurred bv tl e u 

decp.ase' kraalhe8.d on beh If OJ-:' .i8 rOl"''' . 

Ano'lt,., the tS'encral .. rinc iples of succession, nd inI e:cit,ncp. amont., tJ e R,nt,u 

m v' be menticne. t. e fpet tlnt succession 8v61ves upon males only . Females 

be".r:.[; ~ e~petu31 r1::nors nevpY' succee.d . Tr is does not me n th.t ti ey BY'€, left 

d rti tute , f'Jr tl'e heir i8 ChEi'Ced "'i th tll8 
, .... mPll'1ICnnnce and tutelace of t~e 

. fAm 11" memb8rs of his Youse . Again t Ie 1m' of primogeT'i tu . is follo'led, ut 

tIe LeiI' succee.ds to 11 property in rust for th8 frunil v as a YlhC!le . Out of 
v 

tI' [' [1'0 arty he has to ')rov ' -n '1ip Jour" r brot flrs vitI "10 Jola" fo tl8i.r 

", ... , C' 
J.1 u the reir i3 ,.:ene 21J..Y a aid to suc ceed to the females 

of l is 'ousc,includin~ tl eirin btth his notl "'r nUtl ]':'2 sisters . !his dl r S 

not n""::1 t at h, virtually r arriP'"' an- of tl G,~ , for t: t would be incestuoJs . 

But it me np that if "T';'- r;:n t]lnn pl ouJii Eet narried , l (:" \"oul he entitlel. to t 

tte lobol'l '"'~idI for tJ PI" • 
• 



f ".,., Al 1 "'n'" h~lon,;.'" to "'v 1e J-- .i.ef ,bL t hp. holds it on behc-"'y~tem 0 L~n _ l enure . _« II _ ,-," 

If of tIp tribe ono cAnT10t alipnate it to pnyone who does not become his sub-

ject . 'lut'p alone hAl' t.e ul-l-i~"'te o'·er of 81:i.otin,i Iffi1(' -to lis f'uh,jects . 

As a rule R C:-ief div.' 'ps hJs land into sev rAl 14."',-' r"i ... t~i('+.1 I' C une er 

[\ . eparate e OIT:c>n '-. 0 has the outy of allotinG t,he lane to the various l)E'0l? 

Ie ur, .... ~~ Lis chRrt;e . Th L~n is allotted free of c:b~rLJP to nersherr of the 

tr " P ., 'r 0 , ~10y-ever, are not allov:er1 to sell or r:lOrtG"2£e it in any" <'" , .l'he 

ho11er of t e lanJ .-, t " US" 0.&'.1. lOt f k 1 1 d " ~ .~ or .ra~ anr ~ar en furpoees , an as 

long as he has not rb~J)done' it , tl.e hoter ' s title t it is <Gcure . Lis ri0Lt,~ 

cl Dcend to is "eJ~r . But it .is veIl to ref'")emoer that npitler the rolder of 

t},p land nor the C ie-<' has tre absslute o'.mers. ip of it . The Chief holds or 

ons it in trust for rip p90ple;inc1ivicluals onl~r have the U"~ of it vhile 

t -v r'"'J"""Iin sub-ipct to tlle c ief •• . ce tain ClJ'10unt () tri ute jr, :;['i to tr e v t.i • 

C' . "f '0" e"c'" , "n 0 1 0" r eol' "',,' "r -"1 "'1 ~ ... _r:: v.o. J .l,~ - _ _ ,- v ,.., 
v ""'orm uf 1 buur on tIe c'ief ' s fielEis 

01' a l'0rt':'on of the pro uce of tis lRnd . :Tncultivate . Ian ""(''' ~e,;"'rdC'" RP 

comoon proI'erty c:mc 1'·P8 URCO for srazint:: purposes . SO!:Jetimes the land- holder 

left a part of 1 is Ian uncul tivaterl and so l:lade ;- )riv"te .iraz.lng ground fo 

hir.1p.elf . 

'3ant~_)~E'ligion . Bot. the Zulu nd the: osa believe in ancestor 'orsl,-ip . This 

forrJ of relit;ion is directly con""'ected v:i th their family life , \'!]1ixh as we 1irs. 

h['ve seen before is 8t the centre of t eir whole social organis8tion. The 

nembers of t.1e far.1ily rp. rpcS rded as Ii vine in two separ te \' orlds , t,he wor l ot 

o~ tte liv:T1C and t,e ··orld of t e d8ad . t all times t ere was a close c on -

ection betvleen t] e"e t'IO \'lorlds. TO inportant step ,,"a8 tal"en in this world 

':it Out beine;, ~8feeDe to the departed a'1certors . 'I'tp 1 tter llCAARX reve81ed 

theoselves to the livinG by me~ns of disease and disaC! er,:n rparns , tl.rou..;h 

omenc nc'l by ivination . Sacrificef' were offered to the "' E' ancestorp 2t iff­

erent times , e oG. at Pl.:Lrriaze or in tines of drou ~ht , ann. a larGe v a riety of 

"altars "were used for t]-is pirpose , e . g . a sRcred tree,a ['l.rine over a grave , 

Or a sacred grove \\here thp. [mcestors of the chief are buried , etc . 
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