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MICHAEL COBDEN TALKS TO PROFESSOR MAnHEWS 
• , .. , . 

Bechuanaland becomes the 
independent state of Botswana 
on September 30. Prime Minister 
Seretse Khama has picked a South 
African, Professor Z. K. Mat
thews, 10 represent Botswana at 

the United Nations. Professor 
Matthews, fOffT1er cha i rman of 
the African National Congress 
and, for the I"st five years, the 
secretary for Africa of the World 
Counci I of Ghurches, recently 

passed through lohannesburg Oft ! 
his way to Gaberones for briefing ! 
before going to New York. Here ' 
he outlines his views on the inter- : 
national roles of his old and new 
countries. 

11---0 
Why bave-," taken ads 

Job u ~_' .... eaen
tative at the Ullited NaUons? 

PllDFESSOR IlAT1'BBW8: 
Because I'm deeply interested 
in Botswana's developmenL My 
forefathers cam e fro m 
Bechuanaland. you know. My 
father was born there and my 
grandfather is buried there, 
and although I was born In 
South Africa, In Barkly Welt, 
I am a Mongwato, like &eretIe 
Khama. I was closely UIOo 
ciated with his uncle and 
Seretae himself was • stIIclaDt 
of mine at Fort Hare. X '!fOJ(t 
be a stranger to ~~ 
It Is a comrtry I I .....,. 
dearly. 

And then, generslly, in these 
five years I have been working 
for the World Council of 
Churches as the secretary for 
Mrica I have become more 
and more interested in nation· 
building in Africa, I have 
travelled widely on this conti· 
nent of ours. I've seen nations 
growing, and it's very neiting. 
This job win give me a chance 
to make a contribution to the 
start of a new nation. 

But South Africa waa 
your home and now yon are 
going to another country to 
make you r contribution. 
Isn't It a pity yon can't malte 
your ""utribution bere? 

PKOFESSOR lIIA'1'lHEW8: 
"rve tried in South Mriea. I 
speat 35 years of my life in 
education In this country. And 
If> WUIICl In valB; however 
bleak · tIIlDki may seem right 
DO,"", In C ... lral and East 
Afnca I can aee some of the 
resulta of my work: many 01 
the leaders of the new Datlons 
there passed through Fort 
Hare. 

Certainiy it would bave been 
great if we could have deve· 
loped a country here where 
any citizen could have been its 
representative. And although 
it hasn't happened that way, I 
believe it will eventually. I 
haven't ceased to believe that 
the African will ultimately find 
a proper place in South Africa. 
I hope 1 am not alone in that 
belief. 

Some people may suggest 
that you have taken this 
Botswana Job in the hope of 
Influencing events in South 
Africa. 

PKOFESSOR MATTHEWS: 
Whatever one does in one's 
country these days, whether 
you like it or not; may 
have 80me influence on 
other countries. I'm inter
ested in the whole of Africa, 
and wbether the Republic 
likes it or DOt it is part 
of Africa-it'. not going to get 
off this continent. But you 
must remember that I am going 
to the United Nations as 
Botswana's representative. I'm 
not going there to express my 
views, but the views of my 
Government. 

Conld yon say, tben, be· 
fore you are briefed, what 
role you envisage Botswana 
playing in Sonthem Africa 
and in Afriea as a whole? 

PROFESSOR MATTHEWS: 
I would j magine that Bots· 
wan. will be friendly toward. 
South Africa. thougb obvioully 
I cannot say how we will va. 
on varjous i~ues in the 
United NaUons. Botswana has 
a strategic position of great 
importance. surrounded as it 
is by South Mrica, Rhodesia, 
Zambia, South 'Vest Africa and 
Angola. In a way this means 
it is hemmed in. But, looking 
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at It more positively. it gives 
us the opportunity to estab· 
lish links with, and per· 
haps even between. these 
countries. 

How significant a role we 
play depends on two factors: 
in international relations one 
can do only what one is per
mitted to do; and. ~econdJy, 
there is so much to be done in 
Botswana before we can turn 
our attention to any ambitious 
international role. 

Wonld you like to see 
your Prime Minister fol
lowing Chief Leabua JODa· 
than's example in meeting 
the South African Prime 
Minister in Pretoria? 

PROFESSOR MATTHEWS: 
Talks between representatives 
of different countries are fine, 
as long as they meet on an 
equal level. There's no point 
otherwise. 

WiD your country have 
official relations with Rho
desia under its present 
regime? 

PROFESSOR MATTHEWS: 
I don't know, though I 
shouldn't imagine so. 

What is your personal al
titude to the Rhodesian 
question? 

PROFESSOR MATTHEWS: I 
share the views of most people 
in Africa. I am disappointed at 
the way the situation has been 
handled, 

You have always been a 
great believer In peaeefnl 
methods of change md of 
government. Has Rhodesia 

disillusioned you? Would 
you like to see British troops 
in Rhodesia? 

PROFESSOR MATTHEWS: 
The belief of Africans in 
peaceful methods should not 
be exploited, you know, to the 
extent of constantly telling us 
that we believe in peace so we 
mustn't complain if it doesn't 
work. The Rhodesian Govern. 
!"e':lt hasn't been very gentle 
In its treatment of Mricans. 

But the question shouldn't be 
put to me. In the first place 
I'm not qualified to say what 
the consequences would be of 
flying troops into Rhodesia. 
And secondly - and this is 
more important, because it is 
basic-it is not for me to pre-
scribe the methods that must 
be adopted by Britain to handle 
the situation there. 

What I can say is that tbe 
present methods do not seem 
to be prodUCing the intended 
results, so other methods must 
be tried. 

If your eouatry going 
to be friendly South 
Africa this is Olviofuly go
iDg to involve you In some 
very delicate diplomaey at 
tbe United Nations. How do 
you propose to justify to 
other African state. this 
friendship with Sonth Af
rica? 

PKOFESSOR MATTHEWS: 
Let me say first that ODe's in. 
ternational relations should be 
govemed by one's own inter
ests rather than by a prede
termined position~ If we de.
cide it's in our interest to be 
friendly with South Africa, we 
will be. Botswana is a poor 
country and we may very pos
sibly find that we've got so 

much OD our hands building 
up our OWD country that ... 
can~ Clke sidea in intu
natioaal issues. 

My own view is that South
ern Africa must follow the 
example of the rest of thei 
continent by sharing its people 
and its experience. This pre-" 
pares tbe way for unity in 
Africa. I've always felt that. 
South Africa should play ,a 
more positive role in Africa. 
Obviously the most developed 
state in Africa ought to Ije 
able. and ought to be willing ... 
to make a great contribution 
to the development of !be 
whole continent, or at least to. 
put itself in the position to 
make a contribution. 

Do you see any chance of 
relations between, Sonth Af
rica and other African states 
improving? 

PKOFESSOR MATTHEWS: 
Remember I'm speaking now aa 
an African. not as a diplomat 
There is .a.JTeat deal of· 
ignorance abbUt South Mrie.; 
about what il gOing on in the 
rest of AfrIca. .All Soutl> 
Africans know ai3EI is tHe· 
troubles. the coups. Tbey know 
nothing about the development. 
South Africans always com
plain that otber people are 
ignorant about South Africa; 
but how much do South! 
Mricans know about other 
countries? And South Africa 
must take the lead. howevllr 
difficult it is. If they claim 
to be the torcb-bearers of 
civilisation. then they must 
carry the toreh. 

I would like to see South 
Africans. particularly politic. 
ians. visitlDg African states-
and I believe that if ap
proaches are made from U~ 
top in a spirit of goodwill thiS 
can be arranged. as · long as 
South Africans go as ordinary 
human beings. South Africa 
has to take the lead. And the 
first thing she should do is to 
stop assuming that all other 
countries are enemies. 

WiD you be able to make 
a ""ntribution towards im
proving relations between 
Soutb Africa and other coua
tries? 

PROFESSOR MATTHEWS: 
I can't be expected to wbite
wash South Africa, and South 
Africa isn't dOing much to im. 
prove its own image. WheDo! 
ever I am questioned about 
South Africa I can·t do anyo, 
thing but answer honestly. 

However, I am interested In 
the whole of Africa aDd I 
believe very strongly tba, 
South Africa shouldn't be 
looked at in iIolaUOIL So-.at 
I shall support, as long •• 
that is wbat my Go, $ 

wants, any move on SCIutII 
Africa's part to Integrate .... 
self more in the eootItiaJt f# 
Africa. 

You ban been • g..
leader of AfrIeans 1Ien:: ... 
you bave my fInal.1 ""' 
to tbem before yoa II, _ 
a citizen of mother _ 
try?~ . 

PROFBllllOIt II*i dI. 
Afri...... are a1_ = 
offered advIee, qd I 
they mUlt get YWJ' tired of Jt.. 
With all that's JaapJ I" 
the last ftft __ In .... 
Africa It mast be htIId ...., 
them to feel optIml8IIc DIll: 
their own future, bat I -"t, 
believe tbat IUCh • III9lnri4 
lovable people as tbe7' are _ 
be dOllied • better pIMa Ia 
thelr own _try lndeflJJftlb'. 

They'll ..,t It as Icmg .. .. 
never give up their d ....... tbr 
it and their belIef that the!r 
deserve it. I 


