
PRBBIDBNT'S ROOM 

Prof. Z. K. Matthews 
South African Native College 
Fort Hare 
Cape Province, South Africa 

My dear Professor Matthews: 

October 14, 1959 

Your many friends and former colleagues here at Union Seminary 
have kept in touch with Mrs. Matthews and you in the developnent of your 
work and pl.ans both directly and indirectly through such American friends 
as Dr. Harold R. Isaacs, Dr. George E. H~es, and Mr. George M. Houser. 
We understand that it might be possible for you to contemplate a return 
to the United States in the near future for another year on a visiting 
professorship similar to the appointment Which you held here in 1952-53. 

In behalf of the Faculty of UD.1on Seminary, it gives me much 
pleasure to inform you that our Senior Faculty would be gJ.ad to nominate 
you to the Board of Directors for appointment as Henry W. Luce Visiting 
Professor of World Christianity for the academic year 1960-61. Since 
the appointment would be almost exactly the same as that which you held 
eight years ago, it is not necessary to do more than repeat briefly the 
arrangements With which you are already familiar. You would resume your 
familiar place as a regular member of the Union Seminary Faculty with the 
rank of full professor for the academic year which extends from approxi
mately September 15, 1960, to May 25, 1961. We would ask you to under
take the teaching of only two courses in each semester, and these might 
well be similar to the ones Which you offered previOUSly, although we may 
wish to suggeet certain changes in the details of these offerings. The 
Seminary would provide you and Mrs. Matthews with a fully furnished 
apartment in one of our faculty residences during the period of your stay 
here, a cash salary of $~,OOO and the travel costs for yourself from South 
Africa to the United States and return, $)bis allowance is $1,000.) 

The major change in the terms of appointment which we would wish 
to propose is as follows. Since this will be a repetition of your pre
vious service and since two courses of two hours each in each semester 
is only approximately half of the teaching load carried by the regular 
members of our Faculty, we would hope that you might wish to undertake a 
llmi ted number of lecturing and speaking appointments which the Seminary 
would plan to arrange for you after fullest consultation with you, prin
cipally in other theological seminaries and churches. This is closely 
parallel to our plan for the Harry Emerson Fosdick Visiting Professorship 
which was inaugurated in 1954. It makes it possible for Union to share 
your services and, at the same time, for you to have opportunities for 
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acquaintance with other theological schools and churches under the most 
attractive sponsorship. A corollary of this provision is that we would 
ask you not to obligate yourself for speaking appointments outside of 
Union Seminary except after consultation with us. 

There are two other conditions in connection with the appointment 
which my colleagues and I feel should be mentioned: 

1. '!he appointment is for a single academic year although it 
might possib~ include the summer of 1960 in advance of your regular serv
ice or the summer of 1961 following the terms of your regular service if 
such an arrangement should prove mutua1Jy satisfactory. You would under
stand that we coUld not assume responsibility beyond the one full year. 

2. We would h8.ve to request that your public speaking commitments 
be confined to academi c and church engagements. '!his would be in accord
ance with the enlargement of the scope of the Luce Professorship as out
lined above. An additional reason is the fact, with which you are already 
familiar, that Union Seminary has been happ,y to foster increasing ties 
with the churches of South Africa, especially througb welcoming here a 
considerable number of able and promising postgraduate theological students 
of the sever8.l. racial and language groups in South Afr1ca. We great~ 
value the pr1vilege of this relationship and believe that the greatest 
contribution which Union Seminary can make to the future of South Afr1ca, 
even though a very limited one, is through assisting in the preparation 
of leaders for all the South Afr1can churches. For this reason, as you 
will read1~ understand, we do not wish the Seminary to become involved 
in political discussions and controversies in a way which might imperil 
free access of South Afr1can theological stUdents of all affiliations to 
come here for postgraduate study. I need not say that this does not imply 
the slightest limitation on your freedom in addressing church and university 
Circles, but o~ the confinement of appointments to such groups. 

With most cordial personal regards to Mrs. Matthews and you and 
the assurance of a warm welcome if you should be led to accept this 
invitation, I am 

Faithfully yours, 

HPVD:gmb 
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