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This is the sixteenth i osue of a r eG~r 
bulletin g ivi Dt; e f actual r esume of the 
proceedi ngs of the Treason Tria l. 

Period cover ed : 31s t hut ;u s t to 18th September 1959 . 

TEE FIFTH "IEEK OF THE' TRIAL bot;< n \lith the cross -examination of 
Head Con-"_tab_le .von Papendor,f,f .. of the Spe c1 •. 1 Dr e nch, by Defenp.i'_ ft~vo.9!'-_t~ 
S. Kentri~. The witness, ho explained tlAt the Specia l Bra nch of the 
Police ",as concerned nninly \lith the ",,-fety of the sute , bad tah!n 
documents froLl t he offices of the S .A. Congr ess of Democre ts, the S. A. Peace 
Council, and from vexious ac cused end c o-conspirators . 

In t he raid on the Peace Council offices 
re~tiD€ to th e activities of the Council; he 
a fe\·, documents from each pile of documents . 
"Yes ll

• 

be had t aken the documents 
ae,r eed tha t he had extr~cted 

IIIrrespectlve of the contents?" 

Mr . ITentridAe then point ed out th[ t in e document Africa for Peac e 
certe.in~·portYo·n·Shad been reE:.d out l:ut others, de.nliDg ;rtht~dev6iopment 
of peece moves a t hit'h l evel s . ami tted - e . g . statements by "'ins ton Churchill 
and Hr. Attlee urging four-pol1er c onferences and. neGotiations for peace 
bet",een the big pO\-lers. In another document , South Afr icans . .i.2!.. Rep.9_e.&,. the 
section rela ting to the celebration of £ r e2 t cultural anniversaries h~d bee n 
ami tted. ':,'hen the Cro\'In hed ref' d in portions of the a i ms of the Cape Town 
Pep.ce Council, statiD{~ colonio. l slavery and imperialist 8#( ression to be the 
causes of \.,ar, the follOl..ring: statement had. been omitted: !lOur tEl.si: i s not to 
judge but to see how differing systeMs can live in peace . " 

Several more documents , omitted by the Crown, ":er e then reed ln, 
includi nt; circulars E'.nd ne\-IS bulletins r e l at ing, inter a lia , to efforts to 
secure peace in Korea, to e Pacifist conference in Jcpan, opnos i ne the a tom 
bomb, &nd to a speech by the President of t he S.A. India n Congres s on 
self-discipline in volunteers . 

The Co¥r_ess of the Pe_o,P_l!1. 

The ",i tneas \<fe.s cross - examined clos e l y on his at tendance at Peace Counci l 
meetings • . nd pe.rticule.rly r is attendance at tbe Congres s of t he People in 
1955, uhich he described in det ail, test ify i ng to the orderl y cro"d of people, 
and their disc iplined behavi our r' uring the intrusion on the second dv.y of 
hundreds of uniformed armed po lice and the se~rching of delegates . He agreed 
tha t many of the documents a nd pamphlets found in the search could have been 
purchased there by the dele~ates. 

Deali" .. ~ \lith ncssages to the Congress of the People , Head Cons t a ble von 
Papendorff e.ereed that amongs t those omit ted by the Crown, 'i'ere messe.l..es 
from British ~'; .P . IS, the Prime liinister of I ndia , nnd Churchmen includint. 
Ce non Collins , uho referred to lIyour devotion t o the principle of non-violence" . 
A message from Chief Luthuli at the time of his b1>.nning 'in 1954 '<as read in, 
,.,herein he celled for 50, 000 vo lunt eers lI an army of non-violent ort~ anis ers 
a nd propatandists for the Coneres s of the People to educate people arainst 
apartheidll • 

~..c.E.!'-"J;.!):.ble vS'_n_ !:apenfl.o.r.f%_ cgreed that in the raids on t he offices of 
the Congress of Democrats , he h[ld se ized thousands of documents; he had been 
looking for specific evidence relnting to the bus boycott, and the Congress of 
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the People . 

Quest ioned on a report of a Conference called by the Federation of S .A. 
Women in 1954 on increased rentals in non-European townsh i ps , the witness 
admi tted that the organisations represented at this conference had inc luded 
the Anti~ents Commattee , the Services Committee , the B. E. S. L. , the S .A. 
I nstitute of Race Relati ons , various Churches , the Garment Workers Union 
of Africa n ~lomen and the Nat i onal " Counc il of Afr i can lrTomen . 

Dealing ~dth the att itud e of Africans to the pass laws, He~ Constabl e 
v on Papendor ff cla i med that limine natives prais ed the pass l aws as be ing 
helpful f or i dentifica.t i on in accidentsl! a nd that he never heard any but the 
African Nat i oDR.l Congress speak of arrests in connection with pass l aws . 

Port ions of eJ<hibits omitted by the Cr own were r eed in by Advocate 
Kentridge , dealing with the demand of Non- Europeans for political rights and 
including e quotat i on froM 1illiem Porter , Attorney General of the Cape 
Province in 1852 ">'by should you fear the franchise? ;'e ,_pply the stimulus 
to fight u nconstitutionally by refusing the right t o fight constitutionally. " 

More than h/o hundred documents taken from the offices of the Congr ess 
of Democrats and from the offices of the S . A. Pe~ce Counci l were then h~nded 
in which , with the r eading of extr.:".cts , continued throughout the r est of the 
day and for most of the next two days , September 1st end 2nd . A l etter from 
Chief Luthuli , the President-Gener~l of the A. N. C. , w~s r ead in which he sai d 
11 I hnve g iven deep thought to the suggestion of attend ing the Pet':.ce Congross 
in Eur ope . 11 Acknowledging tha.t this ""QuId I1str eng then the bonds of f riendshipfl 
he continued !lbut my ovorridi~ concern is to orge.nise our strength on the home 
front, nnd espec i a lly in Congress . Attendance at the Pe~ce Congress could be 
used disastrously amongst our people , Jk~rticularly cmongst thos e susceptibl e 
to propo.go.nd~ and. not so tiell informed l1 

• ••• I nm not yet n member of the 
Peace Council , but I run in sympc::.thyn . 

A typescript of n speech by Ruth First , e n accused in the second group, 
now awaiting trial , wes re~d in, r eferring to uranium production and the 
r ec ognit i on of South Africa l'.s the "nrsen... .... l for Commom·tel'.lth defence ll

, 

urging that UIt':.nium be used for construc tive purposes . 

A further br. toh of documents ",,[IS handed in, on some of which the Cro\in 
relied for their contents !':ond on ::\11 for the c.ctunl possess i on of the docu
ments . The Crown reed the whole of ~n undated, appcr ently written in 1949, 
Communique on the Conference of the Information Bureau of Communist ~.r ties 
held in Hungnry under the he~dings: The defence of pe~ce ~nd the stru&gle 
cgeinst the wcr mongers ; the forces of pence gro~ stronger; Imperinlist wer 
propo.!'a tions ; Imperic lis ts ovcros tima. t e their str ength; 1" e must not under
esti~~te the wer dcnger . The second pert of the document denlt with 
lI\,lor king Class Uni ty rmd the t.:-.sks of the Communist P'c.rties <'1nd "'orker s ' 
Po.rties n

, The r elllE'.inder of the documents in this group Wbre listed wi th ~ 
bri ef description and were admitted by the Defence on the bas is of possession 
only o.nd without r elntion to the contents . 

Cross examined by Advocc.te Fischer on these PCr'.ce Counc il documents , 
es t nblished tlmt the Congress of tho People h,".d not been sponsored by the 
Pence Council . Police Sgt . l~oekemoe!..L n Crown wi tness , agr eed tmt there 
were more than 20 tin boxes , rno~surine three feet by two feet and one foot 
deep , contc.ining books cnd documents seized i n sertrches but not put i n to 
the Court . 

Surun...:.rY A t tempts 

During the ",or mng of Wednesdny Jrd September , 84 documents kl:en frOM 
the offices of the S.n . Congress of Trcde Unions by Sgt . du Precz were handed 
i n . 

Peg e J / ••.• 1'hen Cr own Adv . 
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When Crown Advocate vnn Niekerk was asked by the Court to sUlllffiE'.rise 

instead of reM the Chairmnn's opening address by the Inaugural Conference 
of S.A, C. T.U •• he repli ed tha t he nppear ed "to have bee n wrongly informed 
not to sumnarise . " 

Mr . Justice Rumpff: IINot by Us . We invite summaries ll ! 

To Mr . van Niekerk's protest that the Defence would object . Mr . Justice 
Rumpff replied IINo . If you sUlIlIi'Crise o.nd the Defence wants to put in' core , 
they will do so . II 

Y~en the Crown propos ed to hand in end r end ~ series of ten l ectures , 
Mr . va.n Nickerk \>I[>.S cut short by Mr •• Jusnice RUl!lpff , who delco.red "I for onc 
an. not going t o listen t o thenl I want sUF'.ITlnri es . If you want the Court 
at the end of the cnse t o i nfer something from , s,'\y , D. 49 , you SE'. y 'This Wr'S 

support ed by S .A. C. T .U. c.nd then quote fror.! document D. 29 '. ;Ie will not 
listen to it now and then egain at t he end of the cnse . We will give you 
a n opportunity to I!lO.ke these SUI!lrlllr i es . 1I Mr . van Niekerk eereed to prepnre 
a s~mnry of e ne l ecture , while Mr . Fische r insisted that the Defence must see 
this s~~y, and tlk~t th e s~~nnry must replace the docu~ent . 

II n II I! II II I! II 11111111 II 11111111111111 

",Then the Court r esumed on September Jrd , ~fr . van Ni ekerk reverted to 
the su...."lMnrising of the lecture~ , subnitted th .. '''..t the SU1!lmary r'culd not be 
evi dence . Mr . Justice Bekker l'.greed thll.t E'. sUJ'1I'nary wcul d not r eflec t the 
phras eol ogy and suggested t hc t the Crown give n cr os s s ecti on of the document . 

Mr . va.n Niekerk: "I bnve tried with one lecture . It is very difficult ." 

Mr . Justice Rumpff : liThe SUrnIllllry must toke the place of the lecture or 
else ""e ehnll listen t o tw (') docunents instead of one . 1I 

The documents seized u t the S .A. C.T . U. offices included not only 
c orr espondence , ninut es and r eports r e l a ting to thnt or gnnisntion , but £1.18 0 

C considcrcble ~naunt of S.h . Peac e Council end Trcnsvcnl Pe~ce Council 
docunents , sioilar t o those ~lrendy h~nded in . ~fter thes e had been h~nded 
in, the sllllDa.rising of the l ectur es Wr>.S discussed oeain. 

l<1r . vnn IHekcr k : lIUnless th ,-, Defence will ndoit an a.ssess!Jcnt of tho 
docunent t oge ther with the sunnery , the whole docunent must be r ead. in . 
The SUII11':lCry cnnnot r epl ace thc evidenc e \'1ithout such f:n o.doission. " 

Mr . Justice RUEpff : lP~lhy not th e sunnnry?1I 

Mr . van Nickerk : 1,\,le can't substitute . There is n0 authority to so::! 
tha t the sUDFlary can repl.?ce the cvidence . lI 

Mr . Justice RUr:tpff : "You ' v e been doiI¥" it ver bnlly . lI 

Mr. ven Niekerk : 1I0nly in r t..lspeot ('If son.e d0curnents . 
h .... ve to t es tify on the c rntents of these dc·c;nts . 1I 

The exper t s wi 11 

Mr . Justice Runpff : "Why n(' t l end the experts on the sunnrnry?" 

Mr . vc.n Niekerk: liMy l "'r d , th .... t would be entir e lY wrong t The lectures 
£!£. the evidence . II 

Still No Afir eenent on Docunentary Method : 

Mr . Justic e Kcnnedy sugg ested that the lectures be put in for reading nt 
n later st0€e . 

Mr . vnn Niekerk agr eed but etlphP.sised that f our of the l ectures list ed 
in the policy schedule would have t o be rend . 

Mr . Justice RUI!lpff the n sUE;&ested tho.t nor e time should be g iven t o 
considcrnti on 0f this ~tter. 

Pu~e 4/ •••• The trial 
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The trinl then continued with the handing in of documents taken from 
the homes ani offices of individual accused and co-oonspirators , and a l so 
f r om them a~ the Congr ess of the People . Documents relating particularly 
to the South African Coloured Peopl e ' s Organisat i on and to the Federat i on 
of South African \Oloman wer e handed in from searches related to the Secretari es , 
Stanl ey Lollan and Helen Joseph (both accused) . 

At one stage Mr. Fischer said : liThe defence has ceased protesting , but 
we do object to the vast bulk of the evidence being handed in. For exampl e , 
the protest agnnst the closing of the Soviet Consu~te . How can it bc 
used in argument 1" 

Mr . van Nieker k continued with the ba nding in by police witnesses of 
documents taken from various accused and co-conspirators . 

R emembr anc e of Rp.ids Pas t 

Mr . Fischer then proceeded with the cross- examinat i on of Det . Sgt. du 
Pr eez, who wes unable to r ecall ino idents at the time of the s9l'.rch relating 
to the identity of the offices se~ rched , particularly thnt some documents 
had been te.ken from an offico' am then r e turned l'.nd r e t aken with a. new 
wa.rrant . The witness WF',S unable to explnin the fnct that the mnjori ty of 
the documents taken r e l ated to the Pec.ce Counci l and not to S .A. C. T .U., 
and r eiterated toot Mr . L. Levy (an accused) hed told him th2.t it we.s the 
S. A. C. T. U. office . Q;uestioned on the number of searches he w.d conducted, 
the witness stnted thnt he had been involved in only one of the occa.s ions 
of general police senrchcs , the one in quest i on. Asked if he hod not al~ 
se,n.rched the house and office of Helen Joseph ("nother accused) in March 1957 
in additi on to the senrch i n question , the witness said at first thct he did 
not r emembo"r llnd then th.n.t he wrs only pr esent at thl'.t sel'.rch ; lI1ll.ny thi ngs 
had hcp)encd since . 

Advoccte Fischer then r end in 0. document calling peopl e to c. South 
African Pence Congr ess endorsed by, inter nl i a , Professor Gluck:nnn, 
Mr . C. Rohin (n trade unionist) , Mr . Leon Gluckman (en ector), Mrs . Phyll is 
Altmnn and t-lr . Cope (authors) , Mr . Dawie Cozyn end Ifiss Johanna Cornelius 
(" treAe unionist) . 

r~r . Justice Runpff : 

Advool'_te Fischer : 
trecs(lIll'.ble dOcuMents . 

nTo b e Road Later" 

"How are \le i nterested in who signed?11 

lilt is suggested in BOrne strange way that thes e a r e 
If they <:!.I'e not , "~ie do not know why they are put in . " 

As the handing in cf documents continued, Ur . Justice RUDpff protested 
from tine t o time thrt cert~ in docunents h~~ nlre~dy been r ern in nnd 
r equested the Crown merely to refer t r the first copy ('If the dC'cument· • 
The Crown ndopted the procedure of brucketing all copi es of such per i odicnls 
as Fighting Tnlk and Libernti on t o be read nt u lat.r stage . Detectives 
who hD.d senrched the h ruses of individual C".ccused nnd cc-ccnspirr.tors hClnded 
in numbers of books extrncted from their libraries in nddit i cn to the docu
ments . These bQ~ks were almost exclus ive ly the works of Mnrx and Lenin ond 
publications r el~ting t o or e~~nnting fr em the Soviet Uni0n and the Peopl e fs 
Republic of Chinn . 

South Africc. at the Cr ossr oa.ds 

Seized fr om the r es i dence of L. Bernste in, a cC'-cC'nspirntor, and handed 
in on September 4th , Wl'..S e. typed docUDcnt h eeded ttS outh Africa ste.n(l s at the 
Crossr oods ll

• Lengthy cxtr r cts were ra{'.d in, relating to reviewB of the 
sit~tion in South Africa and in the interIk~tional c r ntext . Under the heading 
"hat ~lust Be Dono i t w"s pOinted out thD.t t he Nati onalists , United Purty , 
Liber als nnd C ~nservetives would not cccept the FreadoD Charter . The a i m of 
progr essives should be t o create c. united front of the progr ess ivo, women ' s 
and youth org~nisnt i ons headed by the working ckss , which would work t OWf'.r ds 
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D. peopl e ' s dcn'crntic bovcrnnent . 

To n 'sugg e stion by &Ju~tico Rumpff th."t this document had bee n r end 
in bef or e , Advoc nt eJ~.o~ r eplied thc. t it w<s the only on .. c-2.!....ikE£:.ture . 

Cross eXo.r.1incc\ b !lor . Fischer on the first batch of nenrly 200 books c nd 
dacunents kken by hir . Det. Sg t. Viss"r sto t ed ·thr. t h e had not tcl,en nor o 
tl{'.tcrir-l bcc ['.us e he Iud only c. smIl Lnglic. cnr ane' would not ht'..vc hc.c r ooe 
f or oore bo ol'.:s c.n..' docunents . 

Tho \'lonen I S F'ed cr c.tion 

~ho_~e/;.i.nn.i.'i:L0.f. t)1.e .• s.i2'.t!>_~_e):. 2f.. J.hc.. .tHnj.,_ the r ep.d ing crf c.ocuments 
t :ll':Gn fr on L. Bernste in wc-s c 0nt inued ,.,i th extr ..... cts fr rm nn unl:"l.ted unsigned 
document hended Bore ot t_ £1.~S.l':.....1?.0li ticel '·H~£Lpo n . 

Cross eX0.TliniI'€ ~ C Oj),.tz~(.;.!i.. ' who hr.d senrchod th e preI!lisGs of Mrs . Hel en 
J os oph , I·fr . Fischer put i n c.<,c Hionel correspondence . DenliT€ with the 
c D.!!IJll.i bn nbainst J,Xl.sses , it wns e stEtblishec1 th.-: t th~ Fene r ll.ti('ln hOO sought 
l egol 01)1n10n as t o the proposed c o.r.rpc.ign f or pl edt'(:!s t o b e obtd nod by 
\"lOD~n concerning r efere nc a books C'.l1d hr'.d r.lodified the Jians accor di ng ly. 

Defenc e Advocate Plewn.f1..!l...t.. i n cross-exl'.nini Ilb the wi tness who hed seized 
documents froI!l A.:t-l . K ....... thrl".c a , r end i n the nessc.ges stress i I'lb non- violence 
to the Sev onth Allrnk~l Confer e nc e of the Nctal Indian COnEr ass, omi tted by 
th e Crotm. 

The "Hness 8€Tee~ thfl t duri11/: the 1956 denonstr a tion of wooen to the 
Union BuildinGs they had narched up to the Uni on Buildings and settled 
thenselves in tho e~phitheatr e . They had then sUnG SOUb S and aft er 
c. tt empt i ng to pr es ent a petiti on to t ho office of th e Prime Minister , hed 
stooe. in silence for 30 ninutes . That was allthnt he.d ha:Y)onod . M.!.gcate 
PleM1Ol1 expln ined that he Mel asked th es e questi ons becaus e tho Crown had 
;;[e;;;d t o this deoonstrcti on , in a docuncnt subnitt ed t o the Defence , as 
the outstand ing cxtlopl.2, of "extra Parliane ntary Dilitant action." 

The he.nding in of docu~ents onel books c ontinued throUGhout the ,,,eek . 
A tone stage Mr . Justice Beldl.:er inter ject ecl : II J..:ren ' t ,,,e building up n 
l!Iountain?" when docume nts ",er e hended in f or r eading at c.. Inter stage . 

~uest i oned on his arr est of M, Moolla end the searching of the flat 
wher e he lived , Det . Sft . Sw~nepo£l edoitted that he had not cnrried out 
his st~inc or der s r equirine th~ r ec ording of all i cpor t nnt incidents , but 
insisted that ~! . ~!o olla had volunteercd tho.t the docunents seiz ed were his 
whetl nB~:ed ",hoso the docuoents wer e . 

Lt . du Pree z testified to the seflrch c.t the hOCle of the Rev . D. C. 
Thoepson end t o t n!dnc l". v['st Ol'.ss bf books, !>f'.Mphlets nnd docUJ!lents fron 
his very le.re;e Ii brm-y, c ontr~. ining e. la.rge v('.riety of books ('.nd JX!.pers on 
r e lig ion ~nd journals of every oonce ivcble type , filedmd arrcnged in g ood 
or der . 

Cnptnin Loots then hrmded in the docUl!lents and bo oks seized fron tho 
residence of iJ.dvocate P. D. Nokwe (e n l'.ccused) , be~inni I'lb with the docunonts 
t aken froD hie by the CustOtlS officil'.ls a t Jan Sr.mts Airport on his return 
fr oD overse~s in 1953. These docunents included politiccl ~phle ts issued 
by tho COMcrunist Rrx ty in London, end o thers publishec\ in the U. S. S. R. c.nd 
the Puople ' s Republic of Chin.::!. . l~ brochur e on Buchar est ltrs c lso handed in . 
Cross 9Xl'JJ.ining the witness on his en'In behr'. lf, .hdvocC'.t e Nobre es t l'.blished tmt 
the docUl'lcnts covered c. wide field of subjects and tMt the Sketch rep of 
Buch.c.rest adv ertised SODe 26 entertainment hfl lls, 23 p icture hal l s , 4 perks , 
9 sports bases c.nd 12 exhibiti ons in addition t o the advertiseoents r e l at ing 
to the \>Torld Youth Festive.l . 
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Documents taken f r on .b.dvocate Noble a t the t i I!l8 of hi s arres t mcluded 
Afri can NatioIll\l C01\,: ... · ... - Confer ence ~1inute s and r eports, r oneoed documen ts 
and Borne nsnuscript and typed not es . Por t i ons of a typed mecorandum on the 
1949 Pr ogr!ll!lne of l.et i on of the A. N. C. were r ead i n , dealing with t he ",,,tent 
of the i crplenentation of that pr ogranne , the des irability of the not hod. u s ed 
and the r eletionship between the Programme of l eti on and t he FreedoI!l Charter . 
The memorandun pOinted out that pr i or t o 1949 i t had been beli eved tha t ennge 
c ould be brought about thr ough cons tltut i onnl cethoda and approach t o gover nment 
author ities. The orge.nise.tional me.chiner y Qf the I •• N. C. hrul. been weck and 
t here ho.d beon little co kct with the msses. The e nd of the Sec ond ,Icrld 

\-Jar hl'.d saen tho peopl e I!I('1v i ng towar ds ross cotion , such ns the mi newor kers 
strikes , sq'U.."'.tters ~ovenents nnd tho bus boycott. '!'he decdl ock reC'.c hed i n 
tho Nat iv~s Rcprescntcti ve Council hed been n bl ow to c~n8t itut i onali s~. 
The PrograntJc of Action had specif'cc.llY proposed the setti~ up of NatioM1 
Funds , tho bOYGott of goveI'nmcnt institutions and bed urged the demnnd for 
d ir ec t representation, The ohject "l<:l.S !ll'..tionnl f r eedoI!l fr om Hh1 t e doni nnt i an. 

The r'ltior.£l.liJt Gaver nncnt hl'.,d Ollde the .b. . N. C. "virtuo.lly illegal" . 
The Ji p N.C~ should not be rigid .. but crus t not be unprincipl ed . The Pr ogramme 
of Acti on c.nd '-,he F::-eedaI!l Chcrter were neither r edundn.nt nor mutU£'.lly 
c anfl ic tin,g, 

Legc.l (I.r~ ment m'ose concerning the handing in of a do cUl!lent t a.ken nt 
Jc.n Scuts ll~.l·port ''''hich coul d not be i dentif i ed . 

Mr . J"otice Runpff announced th..c.t the Cour t "oul d giv e judgetlent on 
t h i s po i nt on ~!ond"y, Septenbcr 14th, 

CaJRT lillMITS DISPUTED DOCUMEN"'· 

The seventh Week of the t r ial opened wi th tile Court jurl.gCI!lent on the 
c_ocunent to-~"'hi ch an obj-ection had been r!'. i sed by the Defence :i1 - too p r evi ous 
week. The Court held that a.t the pr eparetor y ex~rni ~~ti on when the document 
had been handed in by c:onsc. ~ the Defence had c l ear l y e.dnitted t he phYs ica l 
ill.!:. thct the doc=ent hud been tc.ken on 1.12 . 53 by t he ,·,itness. llt J a n Smuts 
Airpor t. There vms no necessity to consider the native of the adI!lisB i on ~ 

t he t i ne of the p=epa~atory €xani nati on o The document coul d theBfor e be 
handed ina t the trial", 

The docuIJent, headod "Repor t of the S . il . Del~ati on to the Wor l d Youth 
Festival" , ",as according l y rend in~ Refer ence was rede t o t he r epresenta tive 
de l egation (gll of ;;hOD hao.oorved ter "'. of i Dpr i soooent during the Defia nce 
C"Dpo.ign) , the Coloured Youth Day Dctlonstr ation i n support of thl "or ld 
Feder ation of ilemocr~t ic Youth wh i ch h~d been attended by 9, 000 you ng peopl e , 
and to assist-nnee f r Ol:l the Inter oot i onnl Solidar i ty Fum . 

""!hosc DocUI!1e]lts 7 

Det , Sgd", Heloerg nnd Det . Sgt. Dir ker wer e then cr ossexnni ned on·tboir 
sei zine of doctl.t",er.t9, pe.rticula.rly in l'eletion to the suggested II c l a i !!l i ngll 
of documents by the a.ccused nnd co-consp i rators . De t . Sgt . DnkD r donied 
t hc t the detectives of the Special Brunch had been c3.scuss i lg th;' po i nt n",o~st 
each other !).cior to giving evidence , but £'.Cr eed that he had ~de no no t es of 
the c l o.ining at the tine ""'::m that I1 c lai oing ll had been seldom, i f ev er, 
cent i oned nt the preparatory exnninati on . He asser ted thnt he s t ood , t hr ough 
t h ick end thin~ by his stE:.tonent. that P. Noble had c l a i med t ho documents, 
despi te the flU,.t that one docunent \Yas no t i n P . Nokwe r s ha:-ndwr i ting 0. nd 
e.nother consisted of shorthand notes, l'. l though Nokwo coul d not us'e shorthand. 

Dot o S60 Ie.uxbDCe, cros~ eL~ined by ~~ . F i scher . egr e6d that the 
owner sh;p of tile doc' ne:1~s Jeized \lC'.E inpor tc.nt 'but admi tted thc.t he Md not 
cads c. note of i~. 

Dea.l ~.'3~ ,,..:i.+.h books ('.Dd doc'lOents taken from Ne l son l-tnndela (en ac cused) , 
Cr own lldvccnte ~rrenrrovc read in the ed i toriE'.l of II jourml Concr sm VO ice , 

P1l€·c 7/ .... con t dning 
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c ont a inine a n analysis of th e Netio~.l Executive Coonittee ' s Report t o the 
42nd I •• N.C. Confer e nce he l d in 1955 . Typed docunents r eed in ' included 
instructions t o or ganis ers f or the DefiD. nee CMpo.ie;n, a c opy of nn address 
by Chief Luthuli t o the Pee ce Convention held in Juhnnnesburg in October 
1956 , nnd a neoor t"J)dun on the IIFieht f or Dcnocrncy in South Africnll , 
r eferri t'!€ to Non-EuropcM po li tica l or eanisn tions . ilnother typed docucent 
r €l'.d in W[l.S the de tnil ed repor_t_of the South Afr icD.n de l e,gntas to the Fourth 
"ror i d Youth Festiva l , which deni ed the (Ccusat i on t ha t tre ' ("Irld. Federat i on 
of Dsnocrn tic Youth wes c. ConrJUnist orrnnisnti on~ Dctl' ils of speeches am 
brocdcusts by nenbers of th e de l ep,nti on followed . 

Sone Speeding Up 

l~ny of the docuoents t £l.ken wer o hD..ncled in , ... 1 thout r eedi ng as they rod 
n lroooy btJen dealt with in r esp~ct of other llccus ed , but one docU!!lent r oad by 
Adv . TrcIll~r ovc dr ew c. pr ot est fr on f..tr . JusticeRUJrtpfft 'rt!hy do y ou r end the.t? 
we ' v e hoard it quite often that tl1e f. . N. C. was a party t o the Defiance campaign.lt 

ilC. V. TrcMrove : UBut not in c onnection with this accused as an 
individual . The Defenc e e..doissions cover onl y or ro.:anisa tions am not any of 
tho Ilccused . lI 

Mr . Justic e Rumpff : UHhy not jlst say the document r elates t o the 
Defiancc Caup!\ l e n?lI 

Pr oprietors of two printine firns then t es tified t o the printing of 
the journal "Fightine Te.l1<" , st"ti~; tha t approxi=tely 2 , 000 c opi es a 
i.Ionth wer e printed . It wns Df;'r eccl be tween the Defence and. the Cr own tat 
tho witnesses need not be p resent for ther' r eading of extra cts fr on copies of 
the journa l , but 1·lr . Justice RULU?!.f. i ns isted that th e r e"nine must bo limited 
t o what was abso lutely necessl'xy . 

Duri~ cr oss exanim tion of t he \-ri tnesS9S on t he documents to.ke n fr on 
Nels on Handela . th e De f enc e read in r::'.El.teri~l or.J.i tt ed by the Crmm. 

Manuscr i p t notes t~.ken froo Nels on Mandeln am hamed in during the 
cros s eXllLliDl'.t i on c OI:"W.ent ed on the dr nft c onstitution l'..nc conta i ned the 
cri ticisn that the d r after had been t ryi nc; t o show h ow much he know and !lave 
the icpross i on of currying favour with the I l eft t . It '\01£', 5 point ed out t bnt 
the Co",.rru.nist Party or e"nisntiorel s tructure c ould not., applied to p eopl e 
j oined t oget her only by oppress i on and e. coruoonms ire to'e free . 

"F1ghtinr: T['.lk" 

The whole of the r es t of the de;y I·."'S t al:en up with the r en<Ung cf 

extr[l.cts fr om c. nunber of i ssues of t he j ournal. Fighting Tnlk. covering n. 
v ery wic..e r aIlGe of SUbjects . Ins one cns es the Crewn indicated tha t it 
r e lied only on the name of the r.uthor and the descrip tive title of the 
article , while in other cnses porti ons of tl:e nrticlcs were r end t o the 
Court . Rer.di ngs wer e r.1adc fron em art icle by Robert Resbe. (cn accused) in 
Fe bruary 1954 on the it . N. C. Conference ; c.n ('.rticle liTre Unit ed Party Peters 
Out"'; nnother a rticle on the politics of a t omic \rorfa r e : "Fr om Here To 
Eterni tyrr . nnd a n eyewitnesses acc ount of t he Co~re!=; 8 of the Peopl e . 
Reference "ras rode t o tho "'e ster n JiT ene Recovt'. l ScheDe i n nn article liOns Bou 
'n Nasio !! r.nd the s t~t eI!lent r ood i n tha t IIVerwoer d . Mentz ani Co . r.tUst be 
r esponsiblD f or a ny bloodshed tha t I!li [.h t a ris e fr on this fank-stie p i ece of 
pl anned i njustice" . In the July 1954 is sue of Fie;htine Talk o.ppev.r e<l a 
l e tter by M. Kot['.ne sayi ng tt",t ~j,'.u ~1l:u II<'.S not to be c onfused with our purely 
non-viol ent pass ive resist~nce Dovenent . 

Consider able portions of nn nmlysis by J .B. MP.r1<s of the opposit i on to 
the vJestern ,hrens Renova l Schcr.1e wer e r oed in, includ ing the discussi on of 
the s l O{;E'.n IIlTe shull not tlove.,1t Portions "lOr e r ead in :.fr oo. ll. series of 
a r ticles by Ruth First on her visit t o the Soviet Union nnd the People ' s 
Republic of Chinn . Refer e nce Wf'.S tlr-.do t o nn o.rticle by Helen Joseph II~ 
c.ec. inst Pnsses ll

t ment i onecl in Scheclulc D of the Indictment . eni portions 
r ee>.d in. 

fuge 8/ .... In addition 

-7-
c ont a inine a n analysis of th e Netio~.l Executive Coonittee ' s Report t o the 
42nd I •• N.C. Confer e nce he l d in 1955 . Typed docunents r eed in ' included 
instructions t o or ganis ers f or the DefiD. nee CMpo.ie;n, a c opy of nn address 
by Chief Luthuli t o the Pee ce Convention held in Juhnnnesburg in October 
1956 , nnd a neoor t"J)dun on the IIFieht f or Dcnocrncy in South Africnll , 
r eferri t'!€ to Non-EuropcM po li tica l or eanisn tions . ilnother typed docucent 
r €l'.d in W[l.S the de tnil ed repor_t_of the South Afr icD.n de l e,gntas to the Fourth 
"ror i d Youth Festiva l , which deni ed the (Ccusat i on t ha t tre ' ("Irld. Federat i on 
of Dsnocrn tic Youth wes c. ConrJUnist orrnnisnti on~ Dctl' ils of speeches am 
brocdcusts by nenbers of th e de l ep,nti on followed . 

Sone Speeding Up 

l~ny of the docuoents t £l.ken wer o hD..ncled in , ... 1 thout r eedi ng as they rod 
n lroooy btJen dealt with in r esp~ct of other llccus ed , but one docU!!lent r oad by 
Adv . TrcIll~r ovc dr ew c. pr ot est fr on f..tr . JusticeRUJrtpfft 'rt!hy do y ou r end the.t? 
we ' v e hoard it quite often that tl1e f. . N. C. was a party t o the Defiance campaign.lt 

ilC. V. TrcMrove : UBut not in c onnection with this accused as an 
individual . The Defenc e e..doissions cover onl y or ro.:anisa tions am not any of 
tho Ilccused . lI 

Mr . Justic e Rumpff : UHhy not jlst say the document r elates t o the 
Defiancc Caup!\ l e n?lI 

Pr oprietors of two printine firns then t es tified t o the printing of 
the journal "Fightine Te.l1<" , st"ti~; tha t approxi=tely 2 , 000 c opi es a 
i.Ionth wer e printed . It wns Df;'r eccl be tween the Defence and. the Cr own tat 
tho witnesses need not be p resent for ther' r eading of extra cts fr on copies of 
the journa l , but 1·lr . Justice RULU?!.f. i ns isted that th e r e"nine must bo limited 
t o what was abso lutely necessl'xy . 

Duri~ cr oss exanim tion of t he \-ri tnesS9S on t he documents to.ke n fr on 
Nels on Handela . th e De f enc e read in r::'.El.teri~l or.J.i tt ed by the Crmm. 

Manuscr i p t notes t~.ken froo Nels on Mandeln am hamed in during the 
cros s eXllLliDl'.t i on c OI:"W.ent ed on the dr nft c onstitution l'..nc conta i ned the 
cri ticisn that the d r after had been t ryi nc; t o show h ow much he know and !lave 
the icpross i on of currying favour with the I l eft t . It '\01£', 5 point ed out t bnt 
the Co",.rru.nist Party or e"nisntiorel s tructure c ould not., applied to p eopl e 
j oined t oget her only by oppress i on and e. coruoonms ire to'e free . 

"F1ghtinr: T['.lk" 

The whole of the r es t of the de;y I·."'S t al:en up with the r en<Ung cf 

extr[l.cts fr om c. nunber of i ssues of t he j ournal. Fighting Tnlk. covering n. 
v ery wic..e r aIlGe of SUbjects . Ins one cns es the Crewn indicated tha t it 
r e lied only on the name of the r.uthor and the descrip tive title of the 
article , while in other cnses porti ons of tl:e nrticlcs were r end t o the 
Court . Rer.di ngs wer e r.1adc fron em art icle by Robert Resbe. (cn accused) in 
Fe bruary 1954 on the it . N. C. Conference ; c.n ('.rticle liTre Unit ed Party Peters 
Out"'; nnother a rticle on the politics of a t omic \rorfa r e : "Fr om Here To 
Eterni tyrr . nnd a n eyewitnesses acc ount of t he Co~re!=; 8 of the Peopl e . 
Reference "ras rode t o tho "'e ster n JiT ene Recovt'. l ScheDe i n nn article liOns Bou 
'n Nasio !! r.nd the s t~t eI!lent r ood i n tha t IIVerwoer d . Mentz ani Co . r.tUst be 
r esponsiblD f or a ny bloodshed tha t I!li [.h t a ris e fr on this fank-stie p i ece of 
pl anned i njustice" . In the July 1954 is sue of Fie;htine Talk o.ppev.r e<l a 
l e tter by M. Kot['.ne sayi ng tt",t ~j,'.u ~1l:u II<'.S not to be c onfused with our purely 
non-viol ent pass ive resist~nce Dovenent . 

Consider able portions of nn nmlysis by J .B. MP.r1<s of the opposit i on to 
the vJestern ,hrens Renova l Schcr.1e wer e r oed in, includ ing the discussi on of 
the s l O{;E'.n IIlTe shull not tlove.,1t Portions "lOr e r ead in :.fr oo. ll. series of 
a r ticles by Ruth First on her visit t o the Soviet Union nnd the People ' s 
Republic of Chinn . Refer e nce Wf'.S tlr-.do t o nn o.rticle by Helen Joseph II~ 
c.ec. inst Pnsses ll

t ment i onecl in Scheclulc D of the Indictment . eni portions 
r ee>.d in. 

fuge 8/ .... In addition 



-&-
In addition to the authorship of several articles, the names of 

L. Bernstein and Ruth First were reed in as being responsible fbr the polithi 
matter and as the editors of "Fighting Talk" . Further r eadings from "Fighting 
Talk" included lengthy extracts from an article on the Report to the 20th 
Congress of the Cornrrro.nist Party of the Soviet Union and the critic ism of the 
cult of the individual . From the same article portiOnD were read in of a 
r eply to the question "Does not former acceptance of Stalinism and the 
present acceptanc e of the critid..sm of Stalinism prove the. t Commnllists cvery
./here accept as law the line and policy of the U. S. S .R. ?" 

Extracts were quoted from an article by Lionel Forman, entitled ""'hy 
do we "lI'ite and argue so little about Soc ialism?" , in erder t o illustrate 
the previous differences ~ct'r,een the labour Party and th e Ccmnnmis ts . TIm 
Labour Fnrty believed that Boc i elist r eforms could be br ought about by 
Parli.o.mentary means , while Communis ts believed tIT. t there could be no socialism 
while capitalists controlled the state machinery , and tzt therefore a~clalism 
could only be achieved by the seizure of state power. 

On the conclusion of r eading from "Fighting Tr.lkll
, the hrulding in of 

books and documents seized from various F.ccuaed end co-conspirators continued. 
with relatively little re~Aing , as very many of the documents were duplicaes 
of those alree~y handed in . 

From time to time .!!!:..,J.:u~ti£,.!'..Rumpff protested c.t the r eading of "
document , v..nd. urged theCro,.,n once ~.:' in to produce summaries wherever possible . 
while 0. t intervals the Defence cross examined the polic e ,.,i tneases on their 
search procedures , laying particulcx emphas is on their a lmost routine dec~ 
r ation that the accused h~d lcL~imed l the documents taken from them . 

In portions read from the Presidential Address to the Transvnal Conferene 
of the A. N. C. in 1955, the speaker said "the Union Governmont >I?S not invited 
to the Afro Asian Conference in Bandoeng , because it doean l t represent South 
Africa.. Moses Kotane and Cache-li a are our r eel spokesmen ll

• II Ie t them cP.ll the 
Freedom Charter treason and sedition if they want to ; it embodies our denrest 
a i ms for a South Airicr'. for our children to grow up into . 1I Refer ence wns 
made to former mecbers of the Communist Party as hard-working sincere menbers 
of the A. N. C., IIwho stand by tho aima of tho A. N. C. II 

.t.brupt questioning by Mr . Justic.1l Runpff arOse when tteCrown handed in 
and r end frora a typed i tinorary takon fron Ber tha Mashaba I s office s nli headed 
IIFor Ber tha 1s infornation" ~ 1I!:!.2li nrc.: we interested in this docUJ!lent1

11 

Adv . Tcrbl anche: lilt gives the I1a[.1CS of per sons , a copy was given to 
Bertha Mashaba: it was an itinerary for certl).in purposes . II 

Mr ... Justice Rumpff : IINhat purposes? 
How is it relevant?" 

How is thi s docune nt sini s ter? 

~dy . Terblanche : lilt was for Bertha 1s inforcw.tion . " 

~Justice Runpff: "¥hat does it natter? EO\., is it r el e.,Yantl. Why 
worry about" little thing like this?" 

The docunent was wi thdrnwn by the Crown. 

Cross exr-.mining a Cr o\'lfi witness on docunents taken from Dr . A.E . Letele , 
Adv . Fischer read in part of the Secretary1s Report on the Cape Province , which 
regretted t}-1..,'\t the report ,,,as not as full of .!Ctivity as it ought to have been 
and urged the necessity for training branch officials in such matter s es 
correspondence . l1!::-~1:!£.!:. e~-plD.ined to the Court that this W[l.S being rend in 
to show the organisation!'.l weakness of an or gani sation which the Crown 'rl?8 
trying to suggest was organising for r evolution l 

loll' . Justice Runpff : HEven r evo lutionary r.lovemente have the~r adminie trl'. tire 
d ifficulti es J 11 

Page 9/ ••.• Adv. Fiscper 
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Advoca t e Fischer : lIS ome hav e such adJ'!l.inistra tive difficult i es tm t they 
can l t become r evolutionary L" 

From" stnteoent by the Provincia l Ex ecutive of the AN . C. Youth LeO€'le 
t aken fr oo Rober t Reahe , por tions wer e r ead r elat i ng t o the AfrbRnist s in 
th e A. N. C. and the for mer' s 11 r abid Chauvinis£lll . Lengthy portiomwer e r ead 
i n from documents dea ling with th e r ol e ' of the Youth Ac tion Council i n r e lation 
to the A. N. C. Youth League and the World Feder a tion of Democra tic Youth . 

On Friday , Sept ember 19th , Advocate Hoex t er r e turned t o the vexed question 
of the t en l e ctures which the Cr own' had be& n r equsted on a previ ous oc casion 
t o sumnor i se . Th e Crown h ad i n fact sumMarised one l ec tur e am subl!li t t ed it 
to the Defence, but n othing further hv.d corne of it . The Cr own had then 
analysed t he l ec tures and proposed to r ead onl y brie f ~tracts . 

Lecture 1. ~M.9_dern Soc i e ty and ho\! it ar.Q§h The need was stressed 
f or workers to study soc i e ty in or der to under stand it and change it 
i nt o a be tt er. socie ty . The existe nc e of clnss es i n socie ty had l ed t o 
a c ontinuous strugg l e b e tween them . The Capita li s t sys t em had pr oduced 
the working class , the Cap itali st clnss , the peasantry and th e middle 
class . The basis f or changi ng the c ap ita list system a lreadY e xisted 
in class r e l llt i onships ; the new clns s rJUs t wr es t t he means of pr oduc tion 
from the capital i s t clnss and hnve three qUc1. lifica tions to succeed ; it 
must lk~ve nothi ng t o l ose , i . e . it mus t be a r ev olutionary clas s , it 
must be c. pr oductive c l ass E!.nd it must be n.ble t o ['.ct togother i n large 
numbers . The working cl~ss h~~ the noble his t oric r ol e of trans f ormi ng 
society, ~nd one of the ways of achi evi ng it would be by the build i ng of 
Tr['.de Uni ons . 

Lecture 2 . ~')Ult a r e Trade Unions 7 Thi s l ectu- e dealt with the history 
of Trade Unions , th e 1 914 strike;-;nd deporta tions of strike l oader s , tre 
Industria l and COIJlLlercia l ~rorker6 Uni on e nd tre S . il . Trades and Ie.bour 
Council. I n the ec ono",ic cri s i s of 1929 , th e Governl'lent t ook steps t o 
split the unity of wor kers by g i v i ng whit e workers privileged tr eat",ent . 
The out br eak of the s econd ~!orld War deepened the spli t i n th e tre,de 
union movement , and the s,r1ng t o the right wc.s continued much fur ther 
when the Net i onali st Gover nment came t o power in 1948 . After the 
diss olut i on of the Traees and Labour Council, the S . A. Congress of Trade 
Uni ons be came the only nnt i onnl organi sat i on with no colour bar . 

,k,cture-.l.. Shor t His t or y of_t..h.!Ll!'.t.er .!.lf' ti 2,n",1 Tr ade Uni on ~!'" el!l!,AL. 
This trc c ed the h i stor y fron the First I nter tlllt i ona l (feJ!1ous a l so f or tIE 
f act tha t its i naugurcl addr ess and constitution >lere draft ed by Karl 
Mar x) thr ough theSecond I ntor ne.t i oIlll l t o the es t ablishment of t Ie I .L. O. 
a nd ultioately t o the Vlorld Feder at i on of Trade Unions (". F . T.U. ) a fter 
,forld \'far 2 . 

Lectur e 4 deP-l t wi th t ho Tre.de_ Uni ons as n >le_<!E~>n in th e strugg l e of t he 
wor ker s , and :Wc tUre 5 wi th Trade Unions in the struggle f or Libera t i p.!!. J.!! 
~Africn . Leng t hy portions f r om this l ecture wer e r eed i n rela tion 
t o the lc'1.ck of politicnl r ights f or worker s i n c ol onia l rountri es , and 
t he uoul d i ng of the trade union covenent i n South Africa by the special 
c onditi ons prevailing here . The necess ity was s tres sed f or th e r ejection 
of the false slo,[JJ.n II no politics" e,nd the e i I!l shown as tre r epl ac ement of 
the pr esent cheep labour col oni a l structure by a democratic peopl e 's 
structure as envisaged by the Freedom Charter . 

lecture 6 dealt with the organising of unorganised workers and Lec tUB ? 
with the pr oblems of t he S .l , . Tre.de Ul!.!on Movement. pnrt i cu l nrly th e I t'.ck 
of experi enc e o.nd knowl edge , which c ould onl ybe spr ead bymeans of m 
organisati on such as S. A. C. T.U. 
In lecture 8 the wor ker s soli darity was str essed as the h eart and care of 
the Trade Uni on Movetlent . Lectures 9 and 10 on the Relat i onsh i p bet.Jt~ 
worker . and the ir Uni on wer e handed i n f or t he title onLy . 
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can l t become r evolutionary L" 
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