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1. The South Afric n 1 ctlon8 of 1953, lon, II. ito w1 tn a 0 rt 111 arnvu..1t 

\...J 0 concern both Inslde and outslde a oount.ry whose art lre h,.v 

attraoted orld-W1d~ attantlon In reoent year8,~ve OODO nod gone. All 

that remalno to be done 10 the 'polt-oortem. "'hls Is no Iller t1 .uro or 
8p BOh, tor we are ooncorneC1 here not .. 1 t.h lot e t1 It 1, .,1011 poll tl cat 

an lyatl are on .. to 1n u ga Itl after ev r.' ,n r 1 elect.1'nl'l, ut h 

the more 8erloue uslne8 of att m.,Un to dlooo'l' r.tt can,.tat has 

:,.en ree nalble for the death of bo!>es ont rt~ll1e 'oJ:! y "1 r. r rd 

to the fjture 0 he ~outh tr1con body ~011tlo, nd to aoseva,ln so far 

ao tt~t can be one ~y the 11 ht of ~8. exp rl noe,w t the results of 

tMs eleotlon are Ukely to be not onlJ tor the twe1TO and one-halt 

ml1110n Inha ltants of tt t 'mlstaken lan ',as It has been 8ocrlbed, 

ut a so tor the rest of the trlcan contlnent,lt not he or1 11.8" 

.ho1 • • 

• • I .,(ronlo 1 y enough, the flr8t olnt tr.at emerge ls t .• e faot t.at tho 

Natlonali8t PBrtT of ~rlme Inlst8r Danlo1 • C lan 0 8 Its victory 

&tIO oth8r thlnea to be aontlonea later,to t .30 t .• rlc • c.n8tltut,o 

whlon In reoent years o=t n be n r terr d to )y lcw. 1:1,1 c.ob rn ot 
til t 111.1"ty aa 'SII. ....... &:lIl."" 'tho dead hll.llc.l of t 10 paot' hloh snould 

not be pel'llll tted to stan d In tbe way ot' the 60.1ev •• 1 to o. I,hl te 

6U oy as lnt r~ tsrt by the Natlonallst • rty. It 18~' Yirtue of 

that oonstl tutlon 1'.1 ... 1'. ho rural voto on wt.l0n ttl tI.tlotlll.l1 t • rt;r 

II so lar 171 de .... enf'!ed for thelr ouooo s llIlo a hl • r 1'!I.l c plaoed 

upon 1 t tban tile urblUl Tote, 1 til tile r"III'lt tt t ~4 06 to ve 

cone to the t10nullsts a agalnst 61 to th C sltlon ~ 1 3,11. 

1tho h the latter reoolve!! over Ii. 1C'C,CCO Tot::: cora tl.&n thO forcer . 

}'ur th ora or 1 t lu In tOnlll of the :'outll • .t'r1cc.n cono t!. tt tic 1'.t t tho 

Vl.i.8t CLj or1 ty o~ tt.o 1n 11£:.':> 1 tanto of thLot CUll-'lt .. ---1'.1 e l"", (t , ( ~C 

non-whl t08 , t/aCe~ ror II. lec 1{.1blc r UIlbcr of Co cr .. r. votcro---Lud no 

ahl.:.r In elcot1l'1d the 1e~lDl tora In hOIl llIln 8 tt; ir " r. 1ny w11.1. • 

J'. (""'~ tor ye::..re to oOllle. It 18 beoa se th8 ,".l'el:l CO\lI't o. .r1ca 1111 

t.ad he ffront." to rellllnd the 1 i>1tl /j.tor~ of , tlollal1st ,.,er 810n 

that the South A!'rlc8Jl conet1 tutlon (bo(,1ed. 1 mn w";r:er 1:1"" 

!undlll!cnta~ I'rlnc1p1 II o! govurncent no Ieee ·ortby 01' r08 ... c.ot by 

the. Le£lolAt ure 1n 195' thAn 1n 1910 tll£:.t it hl..D 1ncur. ell tt. ratn 

or til Natlona11sttJ and ls liko !' ln th not too rt10tllnt futur to 

be ellrl ved 01.' 1 ts rtle a8 the l'roteotor 01' the conutl tut10 a1 rlghts, 

suoll aD they aref or South frl0 n nationala, oth tJlack n hl t . .hat-



Whatever the tate 1n store tor 1t 1n the years that 11e ahead nlght b 

Perhaps we might be permltted to say in passing that the stand which 
has been taken by the Supreme Court of South Afrioa In recent 
years in an atmosphere far from oonducive to oa1m ref1eotion and 
Independent Judsaent will lone 4o~ _in,hlstory as In keeplng w1th the 

~ 1I..,(w .. "''' of 4ivil 
hlgheBt tradl tions 01 t P I d J l1bert1 ee-- the Independent 

Jud101ary. 

The Natlona11st Viotory In South Afrioa ls instructive for another 
reason. Serious students If the recent trends in South Afrlcan po11tlos 
realised ... , before and during the campalgn that to all intents and 

purposes tba*e was only one party in the race. The United party led by 

J.G.N.StrauBs.the only group whioh could have formed an alternatlve 
government forfeited Its right to that positlon by its oons1*tent and 
a pparently preooncel.ed plan of play1ng the sedulous ape to the Nation­

alists. HaVing no olear-out pollOy of its own on the major lssue before 
the electors as adumbrated by the Nationallsts,tamely,the issue of White 

J-t H."~*' 
supremaoy,it apparently ,its hopes on persuading t he electorate that the 

I, 

United Party should be put into power to carry out the pollcy of the 

Nationalist Party! ObViously there are limits to the gullibility of even 
the South Afrioan ,electorate,and the inoreased number of votes oast In 
favour of the Nat10nalists 1n th1s eleotion as compared With 1948 ---
a reported inorease of 150.000 •• r the Nat10nalists as aga1nst an 

increase of 60.000 for t he United Party and the labor Party--was olearly 
a someWhat forCible reminder to the Unlted Party that even in pol1tios 

~tO"~'s*ards on the table is the best polloy. As a result of 
1ts showtng in thls eleotion and its reoord •• pecially in the last 
l-'arl1amen:llary sesdon the future of the United Party appear8 to be ln 
doubt. Already,a leading member of the Party, Senator G. loaton Nicholl. 

of Natal,a state whioh showed its strenuou8 op_oBlt1on to the Nationalis' 
by returning a full United Party slate,1s reported to have resigned from 
the Party in dlsgust over the k1d glove methods used in fight1ng the 

Ualanlte$. Complaints about the leaderShip of J.G.N.Strauss who suoceeded 

Field-Marshall Jan C.Smuts as head of the United Party are belng voioed 
in many quarters . The searoh for soapegoats is however likely to be 

fruitless . The faot of the matter 1s that the ooalttion wh10h took place 

1n 19" when the South Afrloan Party under General Jan C.Smuts jeined 

together Wi th the old Nationalist Party under General J. 1 . M. Hertzog to 
form the presemt Un1ted Par ty was a marriage of convenienoe whioh was 

bound to prove un8uooessful~based as it 1nevitabl + ~ 
001!lprom1ses on matters Of 1"''''';1.11., f. 1I/11 1CIC/I(M t"t.l1tlJ. had _0 be upon 



• 

It woul~ ro ably olear tno olltle&lAin Soutb Afrioa It the NAtionalist-
in od m bers ot the Unitod 4.rtt.ere to return to the lde'.ocloal tol~ 

to Whlob tbey haye neyer oease~ to belong an~ tbe reaalng me bers,lt any, 
were to oonstltute a kind 01' purified United arty Witb policy an~ a 
platform r~lcally dlfterent fro tbat of the ation lists. Sucb a party 
would almost oertainly haYe to battle against teartul od~. in a country 
wnlcb some want to deCllc te to tne pro~osltlon that 'all men ~re oreated 
une~ual' , but proilerly led and wi th a broacUy bad .ro ramee resting upon 
prlnclple rather than expedlency, takina Into aooount. the l~gltlm~te 
lntereets 01' all seotlons of t he 90pulatlon such a gonulnely South frloa ~ 

party mibht ln time ilroYlde a ra.lylng ground tor all toose who are slok 
and tired ot the secttonal and raclst pollcte. whloh t~ve already brought 
tne oountry to t ne ~rlnk of disaster. The fact that eyen ln thts eleotlon 
more yotes were cast lnst tt~ tor tne I' tlpnaUsts, the reported 
lnte*t6an of Alan l~ton and othersto torm a LiberAl. ty,the lnore elna 
concern sbown by oertaln sectlons of the Chttstlan ohurch leadere---all 
these are elgns whloh point to tbe ~ot tll&t tllere 1s a real aels tor 

'/..I. si. ,~ "I- ,,. ... 1<. 
for the emergence ot a ra*,y wblcb mlght set ,~o·rRt •• ela ••• '. ot thls 
tatr land upon a dlfterent oourse. :Jut the s .. nds of time are running out 
and thoae who ball eye 1n ~cerul and II&rmvnoiul r tlons etween the 
paoilles of Soutb trloa 11 haye to Qe r in mind the I ylng of urke 
tll&t'eYll Will oontlnue to trlumpb 1n the world until good men deoide 

t 
to do somethtnb about 1t. 

Tbe most ser10us cuestion arlsln fro thls e aotion relates to 
the tate ot tbe ten million non-white inhabltantl of ~outh frica. One 
could bardly be termed an a!arQllt tor suggesting that the prospecte tor 
tbam are full of forebodlng. No leu3 a er on t han -rl a ln1ster O4nlel 
• • Ilal 8ald ln o",enln hla 1l&lgn that there aa only cne iseue 1n 
It-t e color uesUon. In otler wort'ls,althou.,h the non-whlte. too no 
lJ8ol"t ln the electlon, they rel/reeen ted tile only re .. l 0.v1l0s1 t.1on In It 

whol! the a paign wae oonducted. rooweYer r~oxlO&l lt. j!lt a ~eo.r , 

t e ,atlon lists have reoo 'oleed t i.roughout tllat t 0 onl:/ effectl".e 
opposition confrontlng theq Ie proYld d y t, e yot 1 es n~ ('\ tenoel.el 
non-whitea whos. iltaRita •• oJ~osltlon to the pollCY or & the14 hal 

found ltl most determlned exprea 10n In tbe pe oeful non-Ylolent 
rsalltanoe caopatbD launo. 4 y the Atrlc n tional Congrese IU ~orted 
y the ,..% .. xM.ttww.txe •• I.... outb trlcan Indian Con reee !Qst year 

and With Whtob so far a few whlt. South tr10ans haYe ldentlfled them­
selYee. The OOion Goyer ent has don. tbe caopaigo tbe bonour of Maklng 



lt the ~retext** tor a.klng the Le~1.1~ture to Teet it lth T1rtually 
&.,. • ..,.~".,( 

dlatatorlal ~o •• r. t.o be t. ' when.T.r and agalnllt Wb,lIIlIo.".r lt 
pl..,.s.s. A. th 1.hop at JohAnn.llburg bas a •• rT~"!t.tI. r.o.nt 1.ol.laUon-
relatlns to ¥u~110 Eaf.ty and the am.ndm.nt to tb. Crl m1nal raw. "the .tat • 
• •• .3 lna wer. t ..... belong pro .r4r to God alon.-. 1lJI went on to say 

"We flnd lt dltf10ult to aTold the conolu.10n that the otat,l. 
ln proo.lIs of eoom1ng a klnd at god b.tore whlch the cltizen 
Will .T.ntually .tand .trl~~ed and h.lpl ••• •• 

If that 111 the f.eling of l.adlng whlt.'clt1z.n8'.What 6r. the ro.peotll 
ror the non-whlt.s wnoaare not 'cltlzen8' ln the n xt flTe ye .1 Doe8 
thll1 mean the trlum~h of the m 11ed flet ne t •• jack- ot? Doee tht. mean 
the go-ahead .1gnal for trlgger-ha . y pollcemen or the return or the 
good old days onoe no.t"1&1cal y reterr rt to by .om on. ". a ttm. wh .. 
the boe8 oould glTe the .er nt. '25 at the b.et' every tl e he dtd wrong 
Wi thout belng called. u~n to oount them or to accoun) tor hl. aOUon. to ' ___ ~J-i'" 1._ ... .,_1-4;( 

any hlgher authorlty thAn hl. own~sen.e of Juetl0.? Only the t'ture Wi~l 
tell, ut let no one be under any llluslons. Tho Nut10nallst. are ln a 
serlous mood,and they Will not hes1tate to olamp down an any re.l.tanoe 
to the1r aparth.ld polley. .e thl. n nn that reslotanoe to the rao1al 
dlsor1mlnatlon whlch th y haTe eleTateli to the 1.Tel at "dlvin lnJu.ctlo~ 

18 g01n to 0011 ~.e~ Th. hlstory of the .t le tor llberatlon by ot er 
p 0 l ••• lncludlng the Afrlkaner. them •• 1T •••• ee s to eusuest that the 
subml11s10n of a ~opulao. to lIubjectlon by tore. de ende u on th. extent 
to whlch the ad ntas.. or au 1.s10n ;sar to be gr t r ttAn the 
Cil8&rtTantas •• of o.vpo.1Uon. There 111 nothln to eu". 
oan e made any more attractlTe In the future than lt 
On the oontrary.the recent re etlan ot the Unton GaTeD 
Sppreme Court deolelon on the questlon of "ea rate b~t 

t t t a thelCi 
e .en in the pa.t , 
ent to the 
eC'ual" tallroaC1 

faollltle.,to mentlon only one instance, bas •• rTeC1 to reaoye the last 
Teetlg •• ot any flg-leaf With whlch the nakeC1ness at the po11CY mlBht baTe 
been hidrtan. The 'so ethlne better' to oome wlth whloh tb. advocate. GlTe 

I i" tri.d to ooat the aparthel haB Ci1esolYed intl nothlng. y no IItretoh of 
BT n N tionall.t lm&pglnatlon 0 n'Be~rat. an unerual'.t octrlne whloh 
the law. are to be &IIended to guarant.e,be descrlbed ae '.omethlng better' 
It can be expeot~ therefore that non-whlte 0 01l1tlon t .e r alet 

pol101e. Will oontinue unabat d, olnce as th. TIl ES "'8 ut 1 t "hUtl&n 

beln e Will not .ndure lnJustice an the 10 •• of free 0 lntermlnAoly-. 
The rest of the continent and lndeed or the world Will watoh t.he unfolCilQg 
of future eTent. ln South Afr1ca 1n the certaln knowledge that nothlng 
1. ever •• ttleC1 untll lt 1s settled rlght. 


