
Tbe year 1952 will long be remembered as one of the moet eventful. perhaps 
the moet fateful.ye&rs in the h1story of race relat10ns in multi-racial 

South Africa. Horalded as the year which ~ould witness the most stupeDdous 

celebrations in o ... emoration of the TercentoD&ry of the arr1~l of Jaa 
~ R1~boek to plant weetern oiT1l1sation at the southernmost tip of 4frioa 
the basinning of the year B&. the approaoh of boree-drawn ooach.s fr .. 



• 

Oovernment,r'lfueing to aocept a poc1tlon 1'1 whloh,as lt WIlS phrasetl by 

Ro~e of lts followers, 'flve appolnted men' oould set at nought a law 

pacaed b,. 'the ~~ected rc,Prcl'entatl ves or the peol;l e ln Far;t!men t' 

prooeeded to pass a lawx creating a Oe\1 vourt--tlle "lgil Court of _'arllamen1 

which would conelst of the l:l~IlIl)ers of !'v.r.aa.rnent f:. 'c ,..: le .• woulll be 

empowered to revlew tl;e deCision:: of t:.e f.upretn6 Court 0,", nan~t1 tutlonal 

lssuee,1ncludlng the declcl0 of W~rch 20,l~52. In ~ue course ttl. High 

Court of l'arl1a!Uent,exclu~lng the members of the Op .. osition .art1e. 1I'no 

harl de01ded to bo;rcott ito actl vi tle:;, II'snt through ~he motlons of u;?settlnj; 

the dec1s10n of the ~upreme ~otrt,only to flnd the latter body at a later 

date deolarlng the Hlgh Court of Parl1ament Aot ltself null and vold and 

of no legal effect. At th1s ctage the • Ian Government bo_ed to the deoisie 

of the Supreme Court, a"d left the Colol.'red Voters on the co:mnon roll, but 

ttreatened to make an iC3ue of this matter at the fortlcoming General 

Electlon to be held In Uay,l953. 

In the meail£i~~n~ ~Ii ... tn&an .'_t10nal COllgI'lidl X&It launc.led its 

non-vi olent oi vil disobedience an" lnvi tvd all grou .. e to j oln 1 til orusade 

against the 1l011cy of racial ci ~crlLll":atlon 1" bouth africa. The response 

to the oampaign iF best ~eecribed ln the ~or~9 of 22 leading Europ an 

le"dere of' thougllt who after atching the movement for some tue wrote: 

"Thls movement is no Budden impulse. It bears al l the signs of 
careful thought and plan.ine over many monthe by men ho are aCknowledgt 

leaders among Africans and Indians and have organised it with a full 
apFreclat10n of all it im~lies. The movement has met~ith very rmarkable 
reaponoe both from the mass of the people and from those to whon it 
apIJeals for vuluntary pereonal. eU:>.lort and for Gub tantial c urage anll 
sacr1floo· • 

The Governcent' ~ rcpl7 to the non-viol€nt c!l.lll l'aign "",s t .• e jailing 
of thosan(\c of rnen and 'llromen,the arrest of all tile tOl'fl1gat leaders of the 

movecent, the banning of me ti'1gs in X:r:r1can creaG, rural a:lei erban, t .le 8J!IIir. 

of' the ~olice force and the increcsing u e of rLed ~orce to ~uell 

..... lx.1t riots not oon ected with C ml'llign 'JUt ~hic·.l r Gult,.~ 1n tIle 108S 

of both black and ?lhi te 11 ves, t~le use of ,'m"'llr tactics b:r c.laraotarising 

tile oa."lpaign as 'ooTIl'1un1st-inf"pirerl' or 'a'Oti-wh1 te '. In a 1 te of these 

moves the cacpalen went from ;;tren6t,1 to strom tho Tne laat c;uaJ:J:er of the 

year saw it develop into an inter-raoial movenent when sOllie Europeans, 

lncludi'1g the 60n of a formor Governor-General of the Union(Sir "~triok 

Ducan41 oome forward to indentfy themselves with this struggle for freedom. 

In thell clos1ng Il.ay s of the year the United )fations ap ointect a COr.l:'lie,.ion 

of Three,ln conformity with a reeolution adopted by the Ge era1 As embly, 

to examine and report upon the race conflict 1n Sout~ Africa .~tul~*ng 

from the al~theid poliOy of the governme~t of' t he ~nion of <outh Afrioa. 



In eum,South Af ca ends the year as a country 1n wnich race relatione 

have deteriorat d to a marked extent, in wh1ch the Eenee of insecurity of 
t,e different r eial groups aaxxaIRRxR.igh1ft~ anc the tencione between 

them have been ightened rather than reduced. Mor~over the pp~tlight of 
world pub 11 ci ty 

gr~ater extent t 

not only for th 

as a w'lole hav 

intran~igpa.nce 

future of this 

ctore 1"or !'Ou5h 

as been focueeed u~on the Union of :;uuth .li'rlca to a 

an ever before . The poliCy of a, artlle1d a:ld i te inpl1oation 

inhabi tB."lta of the Uni n but for the cont1ne t of Afri ca 

given rise to Widespread concern. The oJ server,notlng the 

those who 'lave 1 t in their ",ol.er to ::1&1(1' or mar the 

ir land,is left wondering what t~e yeer 1 5~ aolds in 
frica • 

• 


