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M BLACK W.N·S OUTLOOK By Z.K. JlIltth •••• 

IF IT IS to BUrYi ••• the Union of South Afric. BUst deY.lop •• cci.l •• ccnoatc • 

• nd political .yst .. that .ill do ju.tic. to the legitimate .spiration. of .11 •• ction. 

of ih .ulti-racial popul.tion. Wbat are ita cbanc .. , Wbat 1e the outlook for South 

Africa in the ~~ gen. ratio n! 

Th. an ••• r d.p.nd. to no ... 11 extent upon the .ie •• hich ODe holdl regarding the 

ultiaate relpouibllity for •• olution. B.cau. the white lIIinority of two and one-half 

lIIillion at pre •• nt hold. the r.in. of po.er. it i. oommonly maintained that thi. burden 

rest. prilll&r11y on the .hite rulers of the oountry. Thil il largely the .ie. of the 

.hite. th .... l •••• including both the ad.ocate. and the 0PP0Dent. of the policy of 

.p.rtheid, or .eparation, .hich ha. gaiud the •• cendanct in the country. 

segregationiah and .nti-degregation1eh among the .hite •• "111 to be agre.d that the 

white man alone can .nd lIIuat .01 Y8 "the color qu •• tion", .hich Primll )(iniate r Daniel 

Mal.n ~ ... id i. the "great •• t .nd 1II0.t urgent aatt.r on which the election (of April 

15, 1953) lIIuat hinge." For the •• gregationi.t. the matt.r i. quit •• impl.. In Dr. Mala •• 

word., "Th.re ar. only two direction. in .hich • ch.ic. can be aad.. ~qu.lity. that i., 

the .boliticn of .11 color di.crimination. or .partheid ( •• p.ration) •••• hich will 

grant .11 tho.e on both .ide. of the color lin. th.ir own fr •• d ••• lopmeDt and 

.ncourag ••• nt .ccording to their c.pacity .nd their 1 ••• 1 of ci.ililation. Bet .. en 

th .. there 1e no lIIiddle _y." 

The white anti-.egr.gationiat. on the other band, ha. a.riou. lIIi.gi.inga .bout this 

formulation of the South African dil..... Fir.t. he knoWl that .ny .tat. founded on a 

deni.l of equ.lity to the lII.jority of the population ha. at it •• ery he.rt tha •• ed. 

of ita own d .. truotion. Second, he know. that. ho .... r pl.u.ible it may lOund, the 

theory that apartheid will grant "free d ... lopa.at" on both 8id .. of the color 11na 

i. a piece of deception tbat decie.e. no ODt, le •• t of .11 the people on whOIll this 

policy i. impo.ed. 
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Tbe white aDU-.egregatioD1et •••• that biD .. gregatioDht oountryaD ha. 

a •• umod aD uDoompra.i.iDg attitude aDd that thero ..... to be DO po.e1bility of a 

cllaDge of heart OD bh part. Thh iDcli ... hlll to booom. pe .. 1mloUc aDd to regard 

the wholo .itaatio. a. a d .. _ in which the principal cllaraoter. me .... irr .. htibly 

to a tragic donouo .. Dt whicb thoy .... powerlo •• to a'l'oid. Whato'l'er may be tho 

oathartic otreot upon tho.o who look upon the South African drama in thi. _y, tho 

pr •• oDt writor i. not .ati.fied that thi. i. a fruitful approach to the .. tt.r. 

Tm:RE 18 .Ull aDothor approaoh whicb •• em •• qually erroneouI, aDd that 18 tho 

.pproach of tb. iDcorrigible optimi.t who .ub.oribe. to tho adage Mall ••• al r.g kom • -

• ..... rythiDg will turn out right." Thi. 10 tb. per.oD who, Mica •• r-like, oxp.ot. 

.0 •• thiDg to turn up .om.how whicb will miraculou.ly mak. all the pi.o •• of tho Soutb 

Atrion Jig-eaw punl. fit into tbair place.. So ba opoclaliz .. iD addo1l1g tho 

'l'ictlm. of aparthoid to b. pati.Dt and to tru.t the hito ·fri.lld.~ who by .0" .ort of 

pred.ioD ha .... adYanc. knowl.dg. that tlllag. are bouDd to ohaage for tba bettor. Th10 

_y bo a relaxiDg attitud., but wbilo th.ro il DO doubt a do.tiDY which allap •• our .Dd.~ 

rough-bew the. how .. will, th.re 10 aleo .0utbiDg to be .. id for tba 'l'iew tbat taith 

without work. i. dead. 

For my part, tho crux of tho attn caD b. quickly otated. It 10 that DO .olutioa 

of tho south African problem, ho ..... r .nlight.n.d or unolllight.n.d, will ..... r b. 

South Africa 18 a 

it tak •• account of the 'l'i.w. of tho non-whit •• of tho country. 

twel.,. 
country with a populatioD of iilillion p.ople, and lIot Jut two 

a.d one -balt millioD whit... Thio .. y he an awk_rd taot to n.p .teamy in llind. but 

it Juot caDDOt bo argu.d out of .x1otonc •• 

south AfricaD hi.tory baa be.n full of attompt. by the white .. n to proco.d on tbo 

••• umptioD thet it i. Dot D.c •••• ry to take AfricaD 'l'low. into account. Sometim •• 

• the 'l'i.w b .. b •• D h.ld that the Africana are a ohild ...... who do Dot really knew wllat 

18 good for tJ.a aDd who •• iDWr .. te caD b. l.tt in the band. of their •• 1f-app.iDted 
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~hit. guardiaDs. Th. emerg.Dc. of any articulat. OpiDioD amoag Atrioans is discOUDt.d. 

Atrican lead.rs ha". b.en called agitator. or .xtNmieta tor cariag to ngg.st that 

their p.opl. ha". a atak. in the land ot th.ir birth. La.. ha". be.D p •••• d -.king it 

illosal for the .. "agitators" to utt.r any words or do aaythiug that mght "praaote 

hostility" bot ... n black and whit.. A .hol. logal syst .. baa be.D creat.d to .ak. it 

"illosal" tor Atricano to promote their own rights and intereste. 

Tet att.mpts to silenoe Atrioan lead.r~ canDot aDd ba". not r •• ulted iD the dls­

appearaDce or any serioua diminution ot the Atrican aa a tactor to be reokoned .ith iD 

the situatioD. Tl1oa. ot ue .ho have at "arious tim •• beeD elsctsd by the UrhaD people 

to .xpres. th.ir "ie.s OD mattsrs attectiDg their 1III1tarfl ha"e tri.d to d18charge our 

tUDctioDs to the b.st ot their abl1ity. Th. tuaction ot an Atrican l.adar, aa I ••• it. 

18 to put torward the "l •• s at the Afrio&D not .. the GO'fOrnm.Dt would like them to b. 

but .. th.y really ar.. It would be nry e .. y to win the Go.,.~at'a applau •• by gbing 

the .. ourallce that all 10 lo ... ly in the gardea, that the Atrican ta"ouro aparth.id, or, 

to quote a r.C.Dt .... pap.r r.port, that Atricano are iat.reet.d in "Job., not politics", 

aDd that allY trouble amollg Atricalls 10 due to tile miaguidod .ttort. ot at •• iat.ll.ctuala 

trom the big citl... But DODO ot th ... things .ould be true. Ate. Atrican. ha ... 

reaped golden b.netit. trom .hisporing th.s. thiDg. into tile ear. ot gullible whit •• , 

ao .. in high place.. This might d.o.l". same European., it only amu ••• Atrican.. Thes. 

Africans .ho are DOt prepar.d to •• 11 their birthright .. ". not aDd .ill DOt ..... to 

stat., without tear or ta"our, the sbort-term and long-term demaDd. ot th.ir p.opl •• 

The Atrican ha. hitherto takeD hi •• talld OD a pOlioy et oooperation bet .. en black and 

wIlite at all 1 .... 1. ot our aatioaal life. He ha. rejected the notion that lie ... loll 

olaim to so •• area. ot the oountry thaD h. bas to othen. He _intalns that .hat "s 

b •• 11 built ill his land bas be.D the reault ot Joillt ettorta ot blaok aDd .hite. Ho ..... r 

~l. the cODtributioD ot the AtricaD may ba". b •• n in o.rta!n directiona, there can 
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to hi •• iod bo 00 doubt tbat hi. cootributioo bat beoa iDdilp .... bl.. But whatevor the 

differoDt .tro .... laid b,. Kuropeaa or AfricaD, the tact it tbat all • are aDd hope to 

bo is a coapouDd of the offort. of all nction of our populatioD. To the Atricao tho 

policy of aparthoid, or .oparatioo, or ooo-cooperatioo, flie. 1D the taoo of tho taot. 

of 01.1 r utiooal liro. 

IT KAT be argued tbat .nD if tho Europoaa ... re prtpared to aocept aDd put iDto preotic. 

tho polio,. of cooporatioD, tho Atrioao 10 tho pre .. at etat. of hie dnelo~ot would aot 

bo iD a po.itioD to cooperato with tho Il.IropeaD OD a ba.i. of oquelit,.. Admittodly DOt 

Oyory Atrioao ie read,. for thie cooporatioD. But _ithor it o"'ry I:urop"De Thor. 10 ao 

iocrea.1og o\lllbor of Afriou. 10 South Africa toda,. who are aero Wo.tom.od iD tho real 

.aD.O of tho tera thaD _D,. a luropoaD. J u.t a. thore are AfrioaD. who a,. DOt t. r a loag 

t180 bo ready to part1cipat. 1Dtell1gntly iD tho budDO" of aed.rD gon~Dt. But 1a 

thoro aa,. .. uod roaaoD why all l:uropeaao .hould be lapod toc-thor a. po11tioall,. wi .. 

aod all Atrioa.o a, politicall,. \lDiDt.llisoott Tho \lait of cooporatioD io tho iDdiYidual 

aDd the .tro •• bolODg' oa 1Dd1Yidual .orit, aot oa aDY group'. laok of .. rit. 

It _y be obJ.ctod thot 8uch a policy .ight re.ult iD placiDg .oao Africu. iD po.itio .. 

of authorit,. onr .0110 Europaa .. , dolatiag tho SOuth AtricaD treditioD that authority 

10 tho excluoin prOYiDOO of tho white _D. I caD ollly .. y tbat a. 10Dg a. that tradiUoa 

or attitudo of aiDd prnaU., .... ball of cour .. , .. roh iD YaiD tor poaooful aDd banao­

a1ou. rolatioo. bet .... D blaok aDd whito ia SOuth Africa. 

AI agai .. t apartheid or total .ogresatin a. propo.od aDd praoti .. d by the KatioDallote 

the Uoitod Party (tbe priaoipal oppo.itioo party) doriDe. ite raoial polioy UDder tho 

tara "truoto .. hip." Th10 purport. to b. baaod OD tho priDciplo tbat tho.o who cao .toDd 

OD their on toot .hould oDrci .. g .. rdianhip o.,.r tho.o who 08l111Ot IIDtU the lattor are 

abl. to .toDd by themoolYo. OD .. oro or 10 ... qual toru. Proporl,. IIDdorotood, thlo 

iJlpl1 .. tbat the EuropaaD'. dut,. 10 to a .. 1It the AtricaD to ad,..Doo a. rapidl,. a. poooible 
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uDtortuaat.ly. tbe high-IOUDdiDg .. tal priDoipl •• t-t.d here oa. •• into oODtlict 

with tho .elt-int.red ot tho Europ.aD. who ia not at all .ure thet "tl'llata"hip" will 

.. t.guard hil pre.ent aup~oy tor all U... The adnoata. ot tru.ta .. hip ka.p 

a .. uring their _re Uaid brethr.n t.t the Europ_1I •• had .1I0h a long atart 0 ... 1" the 

AfricaD iD tho artl ot oi .. ililatioll thet h. did 11 .... 1" t_r baing o ... rtak.lI. ID oth.r 

• 
word •• tl'll.t ••• hip. a. a policy. i. d •• illl&d to aoh1l ... the .... goal a. ap.rth.id • 

• rURTHlR ObJ80tioll to thil polio, i. that it impli •• that all Atric&lll. whatl .. lr 

their 1 .... 1 ot d .... llpIaDt. rlquire the tutalng. ot tbe whita au. Thia.y oODoa1 .. abl, 

ha ... b .. 11 true at lOa. ta.. It 1& true DO long.r. The 14_ ot tru.t •• a1aip caD ba 

Ju.tly applied oll1y it it i. appli.d 1I0t oll1y to •• otioll. ot tho AtriDlII populatioD 

who 1I •• d tut.lag. bllt allo to •• 0tioD' ot tho whit. populatioll whioh .... it Ju.t a. 

_41y. 

ror the •• realOa. Atrioaa. do Dot ta .. ollr truata .. hiP. 1Io_u .. it would applar that 

tho tn.t •• 10 gi ... 11 greatar protootioll thaD hia .rd. aJlCl it i. takea tor great.d that 

tho tru.teo will al-y. b. white. lIoUber aparthe14 1101" truato •• hip are oeapaUble 

with tho pr1ll01plo ot olop.raUoa whioh tho AtriDlII .1 ragard.d a. tbe oll1y .0uDd 

policy tor South Afrioa. 

Tho .triDlD otaDd hal alaYI ba.a tor looporation. a. I ha ..... id. lilt tho 1"1" 

to p •• 1I" ot aoa-ooop.raUoDi.ta alloag the Bllropoa .. ia ,iYiag riao ... it •• bouDd 

to do. to a an_ut ot aOD-oo.p.raUoD Uloag AtrioaJla. It tho Ur1D1a do .. taka tho 

011 •• t Do_op.raUoD troa the whU •• who toroo it upoa ha. it _Ill,d b .... 11 to 

UIId.rotaad Jllat •• re thia 1& likely to l_d. 

Th. white anooatal ot aparth.id do act roally a .. a to dhid. etto tr. black 

.ntirely. They a_a to ke.p tho blaok 111 oubJ.otioD. To thi. tbe AtriDlal will _t 

docilely L I Lb ouhait. But carri.d to it. logical 00D.l •• 1oD by Atri ..... ___ ooopo-
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.oa-ooop.ratio. would ••••• blolut. diYilio. iato two wholly i.dep.adeat .ad u8&.01dably 

ho,tile Unitl. No Atriaaa St.h would oouat ... lloe tor long the Mtre. 1II0y_at" at 

Atr10.al to proyide lIIigratory l.bour tor the White state. AI rapidly a. it aould luab a 

nato wollld try to _to ihelt .. lelt-reliant u po.dhle ia .. ery coaooi .. blo Iph.re 

a.d to thll ODd would leet oo.peratioa aot tl'Ql ih aeighbour but tra other toreiga 

nat... JUlt al the Uaioa I.et. today to di.tallo. it •• lt tralll Great Brit.ia, .uah aa 

Atriaaa .tate would do it. be.t to di.taDO. itlelt troa the UDioa. 

But the logical OutCOIIIO at thi. tllld at Atricaa _Uoaal1_ would .lao be • poUay 

at "Afr1aa tor the Africa ... " Tb. ultimate aia at noh a IIIOY"llt would be tbe ... atul 

capture ot tbo wbolo .r.a tor the eigbt lIIillioll Urioaa. aDd the .... onl of' the •• llIro­

poaa. wbo are 1I0t prepared to lb. oa tena. at .q_lity with Afr:l.oaJI.. Tho t .. IIIId Olle­

hIllt 11111:1.011 li:urap.all. who IIOwaday. talk 10 glibly about d.porting the Ooulltry'. 300,000 

111dialll _y DOt realb. that to tb. Atrioaa .. Uoulin the deportatioa ot two aad OIM­

halt 1111111011 &uropeaal do .. IIOt appear aay moro prep08terau. or _praotioable. 

The Ilupepeaa _y tool aoatid.at tilat he oould, hy 1\Ip.riar toro., _to .uab a 

pro.p.ot _po •• ihl.. But he would do WIll to uk him.olf how lIIuch help he aould really 

dopead oa trolll the outBido to lIID1Dtalll h1IIlolt it hi. polioi •• throateD the peace ud 

tho d.licate bolaace. ot ... rld already heayily burd.lled with ooatUch aad dh1a1e ••• 

Tho t1lllo i. palt whoa the white lIIDa ill Afdaa OIla lbo by the gull al_. 

Tho point I &III trying to _to 1e thllt it the idea ot aO_OIp.rat:l.o1l prenill, it will 

b. iacompaUblo with the pre.o"aUoa ot aa int.,ral South Afd... It thil 11 to b. the 

d •• ol.paont _ .oll-ooop.ratioa oa b.th lido. at the oolor li .. - thore will b. ao -areal 

at liberty" tor aIIYOIIO, blact or whit.. Yot thi. 1s the direltiall 111 1Ih1ob tho Mati .. a­

lilt lead.rahip 111 S.utb Atrioa hili pu.hacl all .t u., 1IIIloa.h1Dg pu.ia .. and tearl thllt 

are -kills 1II0re a.d 1II0re d1ttioult aay ottort. to ... h a poao.ful 1011lt.1oa. 

DIlring tha pan ye.r, S.utb Atrica hal be.a tha .00 .. at a pa.d .. re.1stallco 

1II .. _at oa a .001 •• our botore wit ..... d 1111 the laad where Mahatma GaIldh1 tiret tri.d 
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out b1l _tbodl of 1I0ll-dol.at Itruggl.. N • .tbod, ue.d before by Illdialli 011 a 

88&11 leal., hal 110. b •• 11 .. braood by tbe Airtoalll, tho great aaJority of tbo oountry-, 

populatioa aad tbo backbon. ot ita OCOIlOaj,C lif.. Thil .,y_t .1 l,alulobed laot Juao 

by tho Airieaa llational COllgre ... tho preaier political orgaai_tion of tho Airican. 

a, an aUapt to bring about locial change aad laduoe coop.ratioa by p.aootlll _110. 

Tbe relpoa .. of the people and the .. It .. oontrol aad cU.lc1p11ao of great ..... • t p.ople 

ln the tao. of polio. proyocaUoa and Ul-tr.a" .. at in the pr1lo1l1 hal _s.d aad 

alanud tbe 1III1t. populati.n. Th. gO.,.nllllom', re"ollle 11 .ho'llll by tho two bUh 

reo.mly pa.,.d by the Union farli...at eapo_rillg tho Killietor ot JUltioo to d.olar • 

... rselloie. Where organi •• d reei,talloo t~ aparthoid appoar., alld to !apo,. 011 re.i,toro 

Plllalti .. up to tbo yoar,' !aprilo_lIIt, t1ft"l1 la,beo, aad a tlllo of &500. Tbe.o 

.... ur .. were ,upportod 1I0t only by tbe .·U.o1lal1lb bllt by tho prinoipal 1III1te opp .. it_, 

tbe United Party. 

THIS _no that tho _Jority of tbe whito population hal aligned iholt with tb. 

oxtrea1lt 1'IL0ialiet poliohl ot tho Hlt101lalist goyonaent. lecauo of thil tbe 

1!1t101laliet, oould and did win tbe g.neral 0100t1oa. beld on April 15. Thoy will 

Illldoubtedly regard their ,.iotery III a go-ahead .igllal for tbe u.o ot the oxtr __ alur .. 

already authori •• d. The ue. ot th .. o p ...... will ill all probabiUt, cU.loredit ill tbe 

0, •• of tbe Atrioall' alld .tller nOlI-whit .. tbe Ill' of pelleetlll, nOll-yiolellt •• thode ot 

briagillg abOllt IOc1al cballg.. III oth.r WOrdl, the "'0 of fore. on tbe 1Ibite lid. wUl 

briag to tbe torefrollt aaoag tho nOll-1III1t .. thOle lo.derl who allo 1I0lie,.. in ,.101ellt 

•• thodl al tbo b .. t .y ot achioYing their ondl. That 1s tbe _bre proepeet now ill do •• 

Tbi, 11 what will 811rely happen UnlOBII tbe boU"or. 111 cooperatioll 1I0t.on blaok 

8IId 1III1t., .. pee1ally 011 tho wbU. eWo, 01111 a ... torard alld 1~01l up ollough cou .... 

te breat 10 .. 0 frca tho tanaticl .. ot tbe prelom white loaderollip alld'iWlluob a IIIW 

ourron in tbe direotion ot tb. policy ot eqll8l right. tor all. 
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Tbh 18 1I0t alien to S8uth Atrioa. On the coatrary, it _d a leulg and hODourable 

tradition in the old (lape CelollY ill the paet. There are ligll8 that .uoh .. IIOn_t 
I 

is at least baillg .ouidered by certain group. in the white pep1llatioD. The.e iIIclude 

the 1IIIIB11 group or Eurepeans led by Patriok DullOall who ba"e identitied them.dn. with 

tho pauhe reehtanae 1II0" ... urt.. tho 1eaderl ot the ADglioan and other noD..atrikaller 

churchGs who have registered their oppe.it1011 to the preseat totalitarian trend ot 

neat., some leadors ot illdustry who lee that their ecollomic interests are baud up ill 

the dovelopmellt ot a better-paid. better-educated, better-akilled, bett.r-li"illg labour 

toroe, alld the _11 balld ot liberale who ban receat1y allnouoad their 1IItollt1011 to 

form a lIew party. 

Tho big quostioD is the ext eDt to which the.e group. are goiag to ... k the oooperatieD 

of the nOD-whitu. The queltioD 18 whether they ban ellOligh 8treugth and lIIough ability 

to onrcome the reluctanoe ot the aura,e liberal white South AtricaD to work with 

instead of tor the Afrioan •• 

The other big questioll i. whether thay bay. time in 1Ibich to produce alld d18p1ay th .. e 

qua11tte •• For it is clear that llleeting-paiata bot. en European &lid African .. are die-

appearlH. We are entering a pha.e which will wit ••• eYen IIIOre iIItenit1ed and lanatica1 

attempts to elltre.ch the .,.at .. ot permanellt baaekap - bo ... hip - ot 1Ibite oYer black. 

charact.r. 

But thie .. 111 Dot bo the end. I reject tile apoOlllyptic interpretat1ol1 of the.e e"eate. 

SOIIIething 11 .. boyond if we keep .truggling toerd it. It aay .till be po .. ib1e, I am 

coa.illoed, for South Atrica to tiDd it.o1t, and tor SOuth AtricaDII to produce a ,elleratioll 
a 

alld a 1eader.hip which will aballdoll the .epratia. traditloll that baa growa, 1iko a calloer. 
past 

tll .. o/Iorty yoara. But to bring thi. about .. lw.Ye to struggle to( II:e.P thi. bope all~ , 

in tho turbulellt day. that ... 111 to lie .0 tmud1ato1y ahead. 


