
Mr. Z. K. Matthews, 
Fort Hare, 
P.O. ALICE 

Dear Mr. Matthews, 

HOUSE OF ASSEMnLY. 
CAPE TOWN. 

9th "arch, 1943. 

Many thanks for your very useful letter on 
the Sheshegu position. 

I have placed it before Mr. Smit with my 
own comments and have emphasised your contention that tha t 
position pr'sents an administrative problem and must be tackled 
as such. As a result, Mr. Smit is considering a visit to 
the district himself in company with both you and me. I hope 
that may eventuate. If it does, I think we should use the 
occasion to air all the land problems of the Victoria East area. 
I'll let you know how the plan goes, if it goesl 

In the meantime, I understand the Native 
Representative Council is to have a session in May. I hope 
you may get a chance there to enlighten the new Minister a 
bit on the danger of his present attitude. The only people 
he has pleased so~ are the Nationalists; they are thoroughly 
satisfied with him and say so, both publicly and privately. 
He is a complete segregationist of the 1936 type - and for the 
rest, he just doesn't understand anything. I wonder how many 
Africans he has ever seen except in the master-servant relation
ship. 

I hope also you may get a chance to argue 
the trade union position. It has got a bit complicated by 
the set 11nes of recent propaganda which has asked for the 
recognition of Native Trade Unions instead of for the recog
nition of Native workers as emp~ees in terms of the Industrial 
~Dci~iation Act. It is now getting complicated again by 
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1ns1stence on tbe r1gbt to strlke wben what we want 1s con
stltut10nal mach1nery to obv1ate the need for str1kes. That 
ls my 11ne now, 11nked w1th tbe gene~ally recognlsed just1ce 
of tbe clalm and need for such mach1nery. Th1s latter, I clalm, 
should be the start1ng po1nt, accepted now as such, to be followed 
by a genu1ne and 1mag1nat1.ve effort to meet any techn1cal d1ff':" 
lcultles whlch the emanc1pat1on of afrlcan workers m1gbt create 
1n tbe operat1on of the Industr1al Counc11 system. And as a 
matter of fact, I gather the Industrlal Counc11 system ls, 1tself, 
under sentence of reform, 1f not of death for 1t bab been found 
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by the European workers themselves a clumsy and unsat1sfactory 
mach1ne. 

I shall look forward to see1ng you 1n Pretor1a at the Coun,c11 
meet1ngs when we may have tbe opportun1ty to . d1scuss th1s and 
other matters. 

W1tb best w1shes, 

Yours s1ncerely, 

P.S. The enclosed may 1nterest you. ~IV·· .... - ~ ~ 
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