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SUMMARY 

 
“The Response of African Religion to Poverty with specific reference to the Umzimkhulu 

Municipality” is a particular effort of the wider world that researches the ways and means 

for combating the scourge of poverty in society aiming at securing a better future for the 

future generations.    

 

In as much as African traditional religion is part of the culture, tradition and custom of its 

tenants, and as such aims at the wellbeing of its tenants, it is able to offer a response to 

poverty. It teaches about the importance of the values of community, meaningful and 

life-affirming relationships and the value of ubuntu. All these clamour for extended 

sharing and extended participation which are essential if society will continue to exist.  

 

African traditional religion maintains an ethic that says: ‘Real poverty results from the  

blockage of the vital links’. Celebrating economic achievements in food must be 

preceded by the celebration of people. ‘Batho pele’: is the contemporary Democratic 

South Africa’s slogan that suggests putting people in the center of life. It does not only 

call us to serve the poor, but also to allow them to champion the courses of the kind of 

service they desire.  

 

African traditional religion teaches that, together with the other institutions that govern 

the lives of people, religion and politics should have among other things a concern about 

production and distribution of the resources, hence the claim: ‘Food is also politics’. In 

their dealing with the problem of poverty, religion, politics and other social institutions 
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ought to dedicate a special place to instilling positive attitudes towards the concept of 

work among their tenants. In this way the slogan ‘Batho pele’ or people first, does not 

merely mean waiting to be served, but it also means that every body to the best of their 

ability ought to be doing something towards the production of the items of service. 

 

The inclusiveness of African religion in terms of what it calls ‘community’ cautions 

society about the importance of the other beings in its consideration of poverty 

alleviation. Our economic wellbeing depends mostly on our attitude towards the other 

non-personal neighbours, prominent among which is our common abode, the earth, the 

land.  

 
 

Title of Thesis: 
 
THE RESPONSE OF AFRICAN RELIGION TO POVERTY WITH SPECIFIC REFERENCE 
TO THE UMZIMKHULU MUNICIPALITY. 
 
 
KEY TERMS: 
 
 
Abuse of power; Colonial psychopaths; Domestic religion; Ecology; Economical poverty; Extended 
sharing; Fatalism; Organic approach; Subsistence economy; Ritual impurity. 
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