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gold, however, in 1871, brought into tie neighbour
bood, and especially into a locat.ion called Pilgrim's 
Reet, 36 miles from Lydenberg, numbers of ad"cutur-

, 

O,U8 miners. These men sought labour, and also de-
81~ to be permitted to extend t.heir prospectillg nnd 
mmmg operat.ions over territories beyond the limit of 
Republiea.D control; and the first hint tho.t reached my 
enf9 of trouble with Sccococni wna wheu, ill 1874, all 
English gentleman-the gold commissioner-irritated 
Uustly or unjustly, it mattef9 not which) by the eOll
duet. of his Kafir ncighbours, got himself into 11 posi-
tion of pronounced hostility against Seeoeoelli. 

Of course t.here bnd been in previous years bordcr 
trouble!!. Mnpoch, living within thc line, 11M been in 
arms agaillilt. the farmers, but. had been t.wice reduced 
to submission, nnd was now CQllfinod to his own moun
tain. Thefts had occurred; Umaoet and others had 
stolen cattle from the Boer3; but with the Bapedi there 
hnd been pence from the timo of the treaty with 
$oquati, Soeocoeni's father, of whom I bave spoken. 
C A new element now comes into the story. Some 
German mi.sa.ionaries having failed to convert to their 
views the cbief and headmen of t.he Bapedi, left Seco
cocni's country. flying by night from the venbreAllee of 
the king. and took refuge with their converts nCAr cer
taio Transvaal towns. The Rev. :Mr Nachtigal subse
quently established a very fine and 1l0uri~ling stntioll 
b..:twcen Lydcnbcrg nnd the Spcckboom Rn'cr. Lower 
down this stream, howevCJ', one Johannes seWed him
scI{ in a stroug position, whcre ho lJuilt Z\ fortified vil
lagc, whence he could eithc~ visit. th~ mis;s~oll f1ta~ion 
or steal cattlc, whichevcr sUltcd his disposItion. Now, 
although the ground on which this mnn, who cnlled 

l 



46 FIRST SECOOOE..~1 WAR. 

himself a convert (because he nnd his people wore 

clothes and were greater rogues than any othor Kafirs 

in the vicinity), settled, wns rocky and sterile, yet its 

possession was important, situated as it WBS ~mongst 

occupied farms, whicb werc lawfully and cl~~ely t~e 

property of the neighbouring fanners who VISited th13 

part of the country for purposes of timber-cutting and 

wintcr-p..'lsturiug. It is not to bo expected that the 

Rev. Ur Nachtigal and the expelled missionaries bore 

any goodwill to the chief who had banisbed them 

from his territory, by whom their lives had been 

threatened, and themselves seriously injured in pro

perty and prospects. I am not going to say tllt!.t in 

anything which afterwards occurred, the nev. Mr 

Nachtigal, for whom 1 have much esteem, acted mali

ciously or from a desire to create ill-will and blood

shed; but it is to be feared that be, having suffered 80 

much, not unnaturally was prolle to exaggerate the 

hostile intentions of the K n.6..rs to his mission peoplc, 

and to call out" 'Var I war t" when there was no war. 

In the cn.rly part of 1876, Johannes's people began 

to be peculiarly obstructive to the fnrmers nnd mis

sion station "volk," forbidding them to cut wood on 

the farm of Jnnkowitz, to which the Kafm had not 

a shadow of right. From this small circumstance 

came the first war-a war for which Boer aggres

sion is in no way rcsponsible-a war which WlL8 per_ 

haps unavoidable, but a war which, 1\8 1 hope to show 

clcarly, was not the result of an insatiate desire for 

lands on the part of the farmers, nor of a desire by any 

person ~ rob the Kafin of tbeir cattle ; but wbich 

was d~hberatcly provoked and brought about by Jo-

-.~ 6-hanness contempt of ln.w o.nd fostered I am 80'~ to 
.--. r(i; .. ;"' :tr~h..- • , '.J 

~"fU ~ "lI>I.~/t·1,;J."1"_ ~/J/"'~ 
l":1i , .. ),; I..j.n._ rr: f j>.I1 '" 
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:~~' ;~!::;n~:'J~ had ~rsonal motivC8 for believing 
afire, and who were not sorry that 

~~ opp~rtunity should a.rise for weakeninfr or b~ki~g 
oget er the power of Seeocoeni. C 

I 
A '~·ood4cutting party being turned back by J o-

lllnnes s people tl I . 
Th . ' ley comp runed to the magistrate. 

• IS man was a. European, named Cooper. Undcr 

:;~m rthCl'e were .no strictly Dutch officials, tIl(' pub.. 
p o8CCuto~ beIng a German officer from tllC British 

German Legion, and the sheriff and jailor EU!7lishmen 
or of English, not Dutch deseen~ M. Co. 

, .... .~ oopcr very 
properly ordered th~ sheriff to protect the woodcutters, 

~nd to a.rrest and hrmg before him any persons molest. 

lUg them. They subsequently returned with tlleir 

waggon to the farm, close to J ohannes' Stadt, where 

they proceeded to cut poles, and load them up for 

remov~. H ere they were again ordered by Johannes 

to ~e~lst, and were molested und threatened. The 

sheri11 unfortunately failed to do his du ty; and thus, 

for the first time, the Kafirs successfully defied the 

law. This WIlS duly reported to the Executh'e in Pre

toria. as an act of rebellion. 

Ii'rom the time of this occurrCD ce it began to be 

alleged that JohanDes was acting under the orders of 

Secocoeni. that his intention was to provoke a quarrel, 

that the Bapedi had hostile intentions to the mission 

station and its people, and that war was inevitable. 

AMra employed on farms a.nd in villa.gcs begau to 

ab.JK:ond, some sta.ting that they had been scnt for by 

their chief, while others left without giving notice. 

The foreign residents on the Gold Fields called loudly 

for protection, and by their nction vcry much embar

rassed the Republica.u authorities. On the Gold Fields 



aa eisewllerc, there were to be found unscrupulous men, 
whose interest lay in fanuing the flames of war. They 
may Oe briclly described M gun runners and powder
I!eUers. They are a cl8.88 not unknown in strictly 
British terri tory. Some of tile millers, who bad been 
llrevented from prospecting ill Sccocoon i's terri tories, 
desired war, in order that that country might. be thrown 
open to them. The mission Kafil'8, fC/lriug the king, 
spread the most alarming reporta concerning his intell
tiolls; Ilnd whilst the executive Power in Pretoria WM 

eogngcd discussing the contempt of Illw committet.l 
by Johannes, a Jetter arri\'ed from the Hev. !lr Nach
tigal, stat.ing that his mission station Lad been burned 
lind mission Kafil'8 killed. 

There is but one post weekly from Lytlellberg to 
Pretoria; aud although it turned out afterwards that 
lIr Nachtig~l's report WIllS unfounded_being the result 
of some PUIUC rumour that llad reached hi m at the laat 
momeut before the mail stal·ted-wnr WIUI declared 
against the Kafirs. For this war the RepUblic WIllS 

unprepared. The President was entirely ou the aide 
of peace; but tbe news of the attack 011 tbe misaion 
s!ation, with the other reported lawle.wme1!8C8 of the 
Kllfil'8, ~ eJ:cit~l the Raad, that Thomu Burgers, 
e\'en agnlll.st IU8 own convictious, was forced into 
tho fie1d. 

Of tho war itself r need say litUe. 1ts history hAil 
r~ac1led the public distorted to luch an extent b th 
bIas o~ partisan writers, that ( enn have ]jltle hop:tha: 
a.nytlung 1 may So'!.y will induce per8()lls to "iew the 
CJrCU~lStaIl7es connected with it in a way different from 
that. III willch they have hitherto viewed them.. Th 
pubhc ha"e been told that the Boers behaVed in : 
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