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# NATIVE mm COMMISSION
UNPATA _ 11th NOJEMBER 1850 2,30 p.m,

FORTYSIXTH PUBLIC sITTING

PRESENT :
Dr, J. E. Holloway (Chairman)
Major W, R. Anderson Mr, Afl. Mostert,
D!'. LO.I. Fourie Br, A. W. Roberts
Mr, F,A.W. Lucas, K.C, Senator P.W, LeRoux van Niekerk

Mr, C. Paye (Secretary)

e —

The delegates of the Pondoland and Transkei
Goneral Council, oconsisting of the following, were called
and examined:=

Messrs. Lockington Bem, representing Western Pondoland.
Sharles Sakwe, " rnnghi proper

Joslah Xakekile ot

Philip Qosho . Tembula nd
Jeremiah Moshesh » East Grigualand
William Mhlandu " v ”
Elijah Qumata : Tembuland

Rev, Peter Mjali Eastern Pond land.
(Interpreter Mr, Butuma):
Mr. W, T, Welsh, who waes acocompanied by Mr,
G. M. B, Whitfield, Ghief Magistrate of the Transkei and
Seoretary of the General Counocil respectively, heartily
weloomes the Commission to Umtata,
TheCHAIRMAN; supported by Dr, Roberts, scknowledged
the welcome on behalf of the Commission.
Further words of weloome were spoken by Mr,
Charles Sakwe, on behalf of the Bunga,
——cmanene
CHAIRMAN: We shall be very pleased now to hear
what the delegates of the Pondolsnd and Transkei and General
Council have to place before us, If the delegates will
address us first of all and make their representations to

us, we shall put questions to them later on?= (Mr, W. Sakwe):
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I wish to spesk, first of all, on the question of tribal and 4
detribalised Natives. In my opinion, the reasons why the
Natives are detribalising as they grt doing nt present are
due to the dearth of land end to the inarltlo of civilization
among them. I consider tiat the strongest influences driving
th:n:ural Native into the urban sreas are the shortage of
land/the next the need of money. The man leading the ordine-
ary tribal 1ife of olden times, was able, out of his lands and
from the products of his stock, to produce sufficient for all
the needs of himself and his family,

Today, the supply of srrable land is dwindling
and, in magy districts, it 1s impossible for a youth thinking
of marrisge, to obtain the necessary lsnd to provide far himself
and his family. He has, therefore, to look elsewhere than
to the land for his 1ivelihood. As pointed out by Professor

Meagmillan, the congestion is enormous. According to statistioes

given by him, there iz no distrioct in the Transkei with fewer
than 40 inhabitants to the square mile, while the Elliotdale
district has 102 to the sgquare mile. Acoording to the
summary given by the Joheannesburg joint council of European
and Netives, the average density in the Transkei is 58,59 in~
habitants to the square mile. It is obvious that the number
of landless Natives is increasing.

Next, education lnd wivilization have introduced
a new and higher standard of living. The higher standard of
1living demands & higher standard of expenditure. The plot
of 1md at one time sufficient to sstiafy the needs of the
red man, is not sufficient for the growing needs of the dressed
man, whether educated or not, and so the only remedy which
presents 1tself ismlabour,

The rural areas do not provide sufficient labour
wheress the urban sreas do. As £k a writer says in the book
students and modern South Africa", page 114, "South

"Christian
Afrioca in terms of available lend is shrinking daily owlng to

inereased population, and to many other economic sni climatils
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gsuses, Cattle diseases have orept into the country

rulning the stock farmer, and thus Bantu wealth 1s gradually
decaying. As a result, there are more and more workers making
thelr way to the towns and oities, such as Jonanneshurg, to
earn & living,

I now come to subesection 4 of sub=section 1 of
your Agenda, dealing with the gquestion of migration., Although,
before coming to that, I would like to say this, that I cone
eider the tribal conditions of Natives are & distinet advantage,
They presemwe the ocustoms and traditions of the Natives and
allow for a gradual evolution and adjustment to the new con=-
ditions; they stand in the way of indiscriminate miscegena-
tion,between the races, by preventing too rapid a flow from
the rural to the urban aress, and it 1s common knowledge that
the tribal Natives in the rural areas are a peacable and law-
abiding people who occasion little tmouble and expense to the
State. But the Natives cannot be retained permanently
in the rural areas unless they ocan maintain themselves there,
that is, unless their 1ife 1s made more profitable and more
confortable than it 12 in the urbean sareas.

There 1s also the gquestion of lobtolo, which
18 mentioned in your Agenda, and I want to say, in regard
to that, that the custom is an admirable one as a guarantee
to the contrasct of marriage, 1t prevents a reckless making
and bresking of marrisges. It 1s not‘a system of buying
a woman as is commonly supposed by those who do not under-
stand the custom, There 1s & tendency in modern times
to utilise money ar smell stook instead of cattle, as payment

for lobolo.
I also wish to mention that Native stock is

a Native's wealth, it is a medium of exchange for the Native,
but stock are not looked upon solely for lobolo purposes.
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They provide him with milk end meat and they are necesssry
for his ploughing.  Then, I want to say that the Terri-
tories are undoubtedly overstocked with cattle. A solution
of the }P"’n'l might be the intraiuction of a better breed
of stock, which would be of treater value, and the Natives
would require less in number of a better class of stoock.

Another suggestion is that more land should be
granted for Native ooccupation. I think another solution would
be the provision fmx of some markets far the Native ocattle,
the Natives would then heve more money and less cattle. Even
if the money were invested in sheep, this would induce the
eiroulation of money instead of cattle, as the wool would
bring in money which cattle do not do to that extent,

I want to touch now on the question of leand.
I have dealt with congestion and inadequacy of land in a
previous paragraph and I now would like to mske a few remarks
on the question of types of tenure of land and 1ts o ocupation,
There is, at present, no fixity of temure as at present the
Native title deeds ere liable to cancellation in default of
payment of quitrent for two successive years.

CHAIRMAN: Are you referring to survey districts
?= Yeosu, That 18 irrespective of improvements however co stly
such improvements may be = improvements that heve been made
by the original grantee. Another disadvantage in that
direction is that the original grantee 1is debarred from
selling freely to another Native and there is, therefore,
1ittle inducement to make improvements on the land and %o
adopt more expensive methods of cultivation by the use of
fertilizer and 80 ORD,

Again I wish to touch, as one of my reasons
for saying that there 1s no fixity of temure of land, on
Proclamation 187 of 1921. In that Proclamation, it can be

observed that a minor is disinberited as & result of the
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operations  that Proclamation, I would ask the Commission
to take the trouble of reading for themselves Subesections "A",
.B"‘ "c" anda "p", Again, in the ocoupation of leand in
survey districts, there is what is known as the building
allotment under which a man gets a title deed, for which he
has to pay quitrent of about 2/6d per snnum and more, according
to the extent of the land, -~ about one half of & morgen in
extent,
If a man fails to pay the 2/6d in two sucocessive

years, he loses that bullding site, because 1t is forfeited.
A man mey have put up a bullding there costing, say, about
£300 or £400, There 1s no regard given to that, simply
because one has feiled to pay two years' gquitrent, failed
to pay, perhaps, a matter of 5/-, and, a®m a result of that, a
man is losing something like £500 worth. And the same spplies
to the allotment. A man may have fenced his arrable allotment
and may havélnourred the expense of about £50 or £60 - 1f his
land is properly femced - and according, of course, to the
extent of the land. If he fel 1s to pay his quitrent he
ig liable to forfeit all that land, And how is 1t soRd?It
1g sold to another man for the amount of the arrears due.

> If & man pays 15/~ per annum quitrent, then the
next man who wants to buy may only have to pay these two years
arrears of thirty shillings. That, sir, is a very ser ious
grievance among the people o these Territories, because a
man considers that, if he has been paying quitrent for about
15 or 20 years, then due regard should be given to the amount
which he has s been paying.

SENATOR VAN NIEKERK: Does he not get some
benefit for the 2/6d7- Yes, he does get a benefit right
enough, but he does not get any seourity.

That is different, You say that no notice 1s
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is taken of his paying?- Yes. I would, therefore, recommend
that Natives in the reserves should be allowed to @edeem their
quitrent on their lands and should be given freehold title,

and they should also be allowed to bond their properties,

to other Natives of course,

MR, MOSTERT: Not to white men?- No, not to
white men, I now come to the question of migration, and in
this respect I say that there is an important matter to be
borne in mind when considering this matter of migratiom to
urban aress and that 1s the possible effect of the Urban Areas
Act, The Aot gives the authorities the power to repatriate
undesirables and I say that we should be exceedingly careful
not to provide the authorities with a pretext or loophole by
which the Territories might be flooded by an invasion of what
the sathorities might term the superfluous Natives of any
urban. area, or oriminals who left the Territories as innocent
men to seek work and later aocquired orinimal hablits through
the effect of their residence in the town,

And now I will deal with the question of rural
N¥ative areas and administration, There are two forms of
administration as affecting the Native Territorlies and other
parts, which I want to speak about. The Union Government
ruling through Parlisment and its laws, and the Department
of Native Affairs, ruling through its representatives, the
magistrates and Native chiefs and headmen.

The functions of the Union Parlisment are to
make laws affecting the whole dominion, irrespective of race
or colour. In the Union Parliament the Native races, practi-
cally speaking, have very little or no direct representation
and consequently their views are not urged before the promulgation
of laws adversely affecting their economie position, such as
the Master and Servants Act, Mines and Works Act (Colour Bar Act)
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Natives Lands Act, eto.

DR. ROBERTS: You say the Natives Land Act =
are you referring to the 1913 Act?e Yes, that is the Act
to 'h"_d‘ I am referring, The Department of Native Affairs
applies the laws of the Union Parliament through the magistrates
and the headmen, Although it i1s true that headmen are
appointed as officials of each location, the system o appoint-
ment of these headmen 1s not altogether satisfactory. It
invarisbly happens that a headman's son is appointed to sucoceed
the father, whereas he is frequently an unsuitable person.

The appointment should be made purely on merit
and suitable qualifications and it should be on a proper
salaried basis. The remuneration should be substantial
enough, of course, to obviate the temptation to bribes, which
is not an unknown practise.

SENATOR VAN NIEKERK: When do you think it is
substantial enough to obviate bribes?- Well, that is diffi-
cult to answer - I think I would rather ==-e

You sre not answering my question; when will
i1t be sufficlent?- I leave that to the authorities to
cons ider, I suppose that they have sufficient knowledge
to understand that. I say it is not an unknown practise.

I presume that that 18 known by everyone and it 1s known by
everyone that there sre temptations. Respons ible men looking
after thoussnds of people should not get such a small re=
muneration as the headmen are doing today. They are
offered many things whioh they are not allowed to accepts

I say that an improvement in this direction would have a good
effect on administration and would lessen the burdon and the
responsibilities at present imposed on Buropesn officials.

The Natives in that way oould help in the
administration. I need not make any further comment on the

low status of these headmen, I suppose all these things
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ere publiely known and I say that the progress and the
welfare of the Natives would benefit tremendously.

SENATOR VAN NIEKERE: What do you mean by that?w
By this system of appointments which W have suggested here,
Native welfare would benefit, The sdministration 1s ‘alded
by the Transkelan Territories Gensral Council and by the
Pondoland General Council. The recent amslgemation of the
Couneils should prove of grest benefit, We are looking
forward with very great hope if we are nursed, The Councils
have proved themselves and have been publiely commended a8
examples to the entire Union and beyond.

1 was far tunate, at one time, to listen to
the Prime Minister addressing Fretor ia, and I heard him spsak
well about the Bunge system, inasmuch as thet he intended to
inoclude it in the Native Bille which were to come up before
Parliament 8o I think my views must be correet on that
point, That being the case, I would recommend that the
system of consultation between the Government and the Natives
should strictly be edbered %o, should be exercised through
the medium of Genersl Councils and the annual Conference at
FPretar 1a. Thet Pretoria Conference is one of the things
which the Natives pppreclated a3 having been of great help
to tham.

T will now deal with questions of trade. I
have previously remarked that there is a growing surplus
population in the Native reserves, which is bound %o drift
to the towns through ladk of opportunities for esrning money
in the Native reserves. ¥o stop this migratiom, trade by
Notives should be encoursged in the Native reserves by allow~
{ng Natives living in surveyed Crown locetions, %o start
trading stores without requiring that they s hould fulfil the
oresent requirements by which a trading store is not allowed

-
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within five miles of the next station,

The Native populstion is now tending to congre-
gate more and more in closer settlements through lack of
land; and opportunity should, therefore, be given for a
freer scope for trade as between the Natives themselves.

If you go to a densely populathd location, I say that one
might be able to shoot a pistol from one kraal to another
on agcount of the density of the people, I want more scope
to be given to the Natives for trade among themselves, and
in this way it could be expected that trades of all sorts
would be started and business would be started, such as
carpenter shops, butoher shops, blacksmith shops, doctors
residences and, ultimately, factories far the manufacture
of articles. 1 think, if these things were done, or

if other fecilitcles were provided for the establishment

of such undertakings, then the Native would settle in the
reserves, It woauld meen he would have something to do
there.

Now I ocome to the question of Native agriculture.
The Natives of the Territories are placed in a fortunate
position in that, in the Transkeian Territories the Bunga
or Genersl Council is deve loping agriculture through the
establishment of sohools of agriculture and the employment
of agriculturel demonstratars . Let me sey, sir, that all
this the Bunga 1s doing without any essistance whatever from
the Government, 3

The drawbsck to Native agriculture 1s the lack
of fagilities by which Natives can obtaln the mnlm_;[;
financial he lp for the purphase of implements, l«dl,'ﬁ
far improved stocks and for providing irrigetion sohemes, eto.

I would recommend that the Government should supply ‘!i.‘"”‘
by the establishment of a Land Benk for the service of the

*
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Native farmer in the s ame wey as there is a land Bank for
the use of the European farmer, I do not wisdh to waste
your time, My, Chairman, and for that resson I shall draw
my remarks to a conclusion, But in conclusion I wih to
#ay that, 1f the segregation poliocy of the Government is
to be made effective, it is necessary that the Native reserves
should be deve loped so that they can pro§ ide openings for
work for the surplus population in the reservess This
development can be brought about by means of improved agrioule
ture, sound education and the establisiment of trades and
industries.

I thank you for having listened to me so
petiently,

(Mr ., Xakekhle): Mr, Chairmsn and Gentlemen
we are grateful to see you here, I am going to touch on
gcertain points which have been left out by the last apeaker,
but I shall add some remarks on Item 6, Sub-seotion 1. It
13 quite true that people will only accept the administration
presented by the Government.

In regard to the recognition of Native ochiefs,
the appointment of headmen and their working together with
officials and megistrates, it 1s a keen desire on the part
of the Natives that these headmen, who have to assist the
maglstrates, should be enlightened peoples They are the
leaders of the nation, If a leader 1s blind he cannot lead
anything to any good purpose. In order that pooplo might
advance and be uplifted, the officisls assisting th admin-
tstration should be enlightened men, and they should be
properly nominated. -

I should like to add this, The police should
be sdugated meds The country is advancing snd I ask how

oan uneducated police do the duties of the advanced stages

e b G
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of the Native people. The Native people desire that higher
salaries should be peid in order that the best men should be
got, and we ask that the same pay shoudd be given aa 1s given
to the Indisns and the coloured people. As a,result of that,
suitable men would be engaged, men who would be able to
perform their duties efficiently., I leave that polnt,

I now oome to the question of overstocking and
I wish to lay stress on the matters mentioned by Mr, Sakwe.
It is quite true that the country 1s overstocked. Some
people meintain that that is on account of the increased
stock, but others say that it 1s because of the inoreased
population that the grazing ground is filled up with kraals
and krasl sites. Well, sir, the fact remains that the
gountry is overstocked, no matter what it 1s caused by. It
is a serious question when one considers i%t, because, at the
present time you will find thnt ‘-'b.o p-nu bur: no seed,
Nature is increased by seed, bnt thu'o is no seed for the
- grass, It goes to show that, infuture thg{:, there will not
be any more grass, L :

The stock which covers the grezing grounds
tremples down the grass and the roots of the grass are des-
troyed, and erosion is caused as a result of this, We say
that a remedy is required for this evil, but at this moment
there is no remedy that we can think of, and we ask you,
therefore, to think over this matter for us, I do not say
that this evil cannot be feught agains t, but I do say that
the remedy is very diffieult to find, - Becmuse, sir, the
Native people regard their cattle as the ir anh¢\l‘m meets
nis difficulties and his liabilitles thr oagh his cattle.
What does he do if he gets an account from a trader = he
drives out a beast and he sells 1%, If one is in default
with one's taxes, a beast ls attached. Cattle are almost
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cash to a Native. There are several liabilities which a
Native has to meet from his cattle.

One matter of great importsnce was mentioned by
the last speaker in ro;ird to cattle - and that was the
lobolo question, Lobolo, sir, is of great importance and
of great significence to a Netive. The relationship among
the Natives is carried on through lobole. Lobolo 1s the
test by which a woman knows that she has been properly married,
It 12 not an easy matter to make a man pert with his cattle.
Yet & men has many liabilities and he has to look to his
cattle to settle them, but there is no way of selling these
cattle, Now, 1f even cattle are to be reduced = are they
golng to be slaughtered? This leade us to this conclusion,
that the Government should help us, the Government shculdr
find ways and means by which we can sell our cattle,

The Gospel says that we should have a proper
kind of cattle, well, that Gospel should be preached and
people should be taught that five head of cattle « five head
of these cattle are equivalent to only one besst, We should
preach that people should sel} these five head of cattle and
purpese purchese one beast instead, and this one beast would
be able to do the work that was done before by the five head
of gattle.

That 1e a fact whioch we cannot deny, because
the cattle, at the present time, yleld no more milk, In the
time of the Xosas we had a lot of cattle and we had lots of
meat, but today things are different and today we do not
find these things.  If there could be one beast instead of
five head of cattle, one beast that would support a2 man's
family, it would be a good thingand 1t is, therefore, that
I say that this Gospel should be preached. It should be
presched to the extent that, 1f one owns daughters, 'n*m
1esd of cattle are paid to that man for a daughter, it would
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mesn that the father has been pald ten hesd of ocattle.
I wont to lay stress on that, but to make it compulsory
for people to part with their cattle, that woald be a
very great hardship on the people.

Now I come to snother matter, a very serious
matter ,which I heve before me, It 1s referred to in
your Agends under the hesding "Taxation" and, under this
heading, the Native has a general complaint, The way
in which taxes are demended from the Native constitutes a
very serious hardship. The Netives have lots of taxes
to pay., He has to pey a tax in connection with the Bungs
and then there are seversl other taxes which he has to
pay direct to the Government,

But now I want to say this = one notices that
s white man is taxed in accordance with his income and I
think that there is & provision that if a white man does
not earn £300 he does not pay & tax. As against that,
look at the poor Native. He may not own a single beaat
but he has to pay a tax nevertheless. He has to pay
various kinds of taxes.

Let me touch om the direot taxation, First
of 81l there 1s the poll tax. He has to pay that. Then
there are excise duties which have to be pesid and customs
duties on blankets and there is a cotton duty too. And
on other things too they have to pay duty. Cotton blankets
bear a tax,

SENATOR VAN NIBKER: What do you mean by
that?. The Buropeans do not pay a duty on cotton blankets,
1t 1s only the Natives who pay 1t., These cotton blankets
are used by the Notives only and that is why I am malking
that reference., The faot cannot bedenied that the Native
pays many taxes becsuse he is a consumer of many goods

and he pays taxes and duties on these goods. There are
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harbour dues which the importer has to pay. The imporéer
makes the trader refund thet emount and the trader makes
the Native refund it. And these goods are conveyed

by the Rallways to these parts, Wao pays the railage
~ 1t 19 demended from the Native and it is the Native who
pays it, I do not think that anybody c¢sn deny the t:ot
that the Native 1s taxes very heavily,

Yet, although the Native 1s taxed so heavily,
no proper arrangements are made for him in regard to his
emp loyment. It is a very easy matter nowadays to get
rid of a Native when he is employed in same work, and %o
engage an Buropean lnstead. It is a very palnful thing
on the part of the Native that he should be obliged to
lseave his home and go and look for wark. A men mey
be away for ten yeara im employment elsewhere and he 1=
getting better pay, and all at once he is ordered to
make room for a white man,

Mr, Chairmaa, the matter is getting more
and more difficult. At the time the Prime Minlster was
here and at Butterwa th, he seid that thie would be done
in Buropesn areas only and he said 1%t would not be done
in Native aress. Yet, on the 1lst October, in the Goods
Sheds at Butterworth, all the Natives were dismissed and
Europeans wers engaged in their stead,

And again it is notlced that the Government
intend taking @mother step - that in the industries and
in the factories Europeans are to be engaged, and not
Natives, and we hear that the manufacturers are going
to be subsidised by the Government because they are going
to engage white people.

The positiom is diffieult for the Netive
beoause he 1s a taxpayer. Yet he has to make way for a

white man. The revenue of the country to a certain amount
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comes out of the pockets of the Native people. When
employment has to be found, arrangements ere made by
the Government for the white people, but no suech ar-
rangements are made for the Native, and I say 1t 1s nhard
on the Native people.

The Natives are the sapporters d South
Africa and the Union has attained. to its present atatus
through the Natives, Fomerly, the railway lines were
sonstrusted by the Native pwople, they are not so today.
The diamond mines were started by the Native people and,
even today, on the gold mines, in order to put things
right Nagives are required. The Native 1s an asset %o
this oountry and I say it 8 a fect whioh we all know
that, if one's backbone is injured, or 1f ome injures
the backbone of 8 beast, that beast will not have 1ts
best strength.

Trere is this here that, in future times,
South Afriocs will go down because we have got this feeling
that the Native has to be kept down. I do not say that
that 1s the xmmax osse, but I do say that the more the
Natives are kept down, the more South Africe will go down
and the higher the Native 1s 1ifted up sad the higher
South Afries will be 1ifted up and rise. If the white
people want to get bhigher up, they mast first of all 1if%
up the Native. What I say is what the people say and
to that I have nothing to add.

(Mr, Qoshe): I am not going to say very
much., All I wish %o do it just here and there touch om
matters dealt with by previous speakers and 1t 1s fitting
that I should pegin with the question of Wetive oustoms
and then also I ghould 1like to speak on the lobole question
and the use of substitutes for lobolo.

8o far, noone has complained sgainst the Netive
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customs, and the wholc‘of our netion wish to stick to
their treditions., I ﬁnt to speak about the conditions
prevalling in the Native rural arees, but first of all let
me say, on this matter of lobolo, that it is reslly a
contract of the Native people, a contract binding them
together to make them into a strong nation. This gos
to show that if eny change were to be made in the oust om of
lobolo, it would meen ruining the Native people and bresking
down their tradition,
But, the great point is, that to do away
with lobolo would mean to lower the status of the Native
women, If you were to go and ask a Native women whethér,
in her view, lobolo was good or bad, she would tell you at
once"If no dowry is paid for me, then I am of no value"”.
The lobolo does not mean that she is bought, lobolo signifies
her worth. The father of this girl receives lobolo as
security that his d-ughtyr will be properly treated by
the man in whose keeping she is given, What the father
receives is for her benefit, so that, should she be 1lltreated
by her husband, she will be able to return to her people.
With regard to substitutes for lobolo, that
gustoms is already in existence among our people, The
first speakers touched on that point and, therefar e, I shall
be brief in what I have to say. If one has no cattle, one
pays out ocash and that is done in agreement between the two
contraoting parties. Otherwise, if there 1s no cash, small
stock is paid over, or whatever one possesses, It 1s
simply a matter of contract and arrangement to bind the
matter. That metter speaks for itself and there 1s no

cooasions for me to touch on 1t becsuse I do mot want to

waste your time. P e

I am now going to jump about %he. speak about
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the matter of ocongestion. This, Mr, Chairman, is a
long story. The fact is, to put it briefly, that there
i# not enough ground available for all the Native people
to live on and have their cattle on, The whole thing
is 2 very long story. After the cattle killing, people
were removed from their own places end sent to another
place and there was great congestion there. A few
individuals were left at the _Quop from which these
people were removed. During the 'ii'm war, the same thing
happened again and then the nation began to mix ups There
was not enough ground and the people had to live close
together, all orowded; that is the cause of the congestion
and meny people, in consequence, moved away, But no
arrangements wer e made to receive them elsewhere and,
when the influence of .ut'n-uon began to come in,
people started to look at matters with new eyes, and
they began to reslise that they could not carry on any
longer like that or remain dnder those congested condi-
tions any longer, So they went away in various direct ions
mainly with the idea of ear ning their own livelihood.

All this was due to the fact that the ground
was inadequate for the number of lnti;h\!h\o‘ lnntod to
1ive there and now the responsibility is thrown-on the
ghoulders of the white man, The white man is responsible
becsuse he made no arrangement as to how many genersations
of Natives would have to 1ive on the lands which they
possess, It is due to that that too many Natives
orowd together,. '

1 now come to the question of the obstacles
in the way of the more economic use of leand, I believe
that the other speskers have touched on this, The fact
{s that the Native has no mesns of improving his lands.
Ope man may improve his land in accordance with more
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up-to-date methods, but he receives no reward, no
Gompensation for whet he does. Becuase, after a while,
his lend his sllotted to another individual and the man
who has had that land receives no reward and no compen-
sation for the improvements which he has made there.
No matter what amount of fertilizer the man has applied
to his land, no matter how well the men has fenced his
land, when that man dies the land passes to another
individual,

Now I come to the gquestion of or erstocking
and this, agein, is caused by the oongestion of the
people, Feople have all their stock together on the
land and, 1f you see all this number of cattle together,
you may come to the conclusion that large numbers are
owned by these people. But each individusl does not
own too many. The people blame the Government for
what has taken place and they say that the Netive s ould
be given more land and it 1s in this conneotion that® I
want to say that the Natives should be given would of
these released areas where it would be possible fer

Mative people to buy land, That would enable the Native

to extend all these areas.

I am not going to touoch on the other points

as the other councillors will be doing so, but I want to

say a few words on the question of Native labour recruiting
end on the question of Native labour supply, I say that if

the Government were in sympathy with the people, the
people should be allowed to go to the mines voluntarily
and to the labour centres. These contracts lead the
Natives into bondege. The Native labourer cannot go
sorward sccording to bis wishes, he is eompelled to go
forward. He 1s going to get an advance or same Oother
artiole and 1%t really meens that this labourer 1s going
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%0 work for the benefit of the recrulter and not for the
benefit of his people. When he comes to the mines he
cannot get the work which he wents to do, but he is bound
Uy his contract,

Then, I say, thas the Government should also
encourage the Native people to get higher wages . The one
who does not go forward to work gets money and the one who
doe s go forward gets no money. That 1= what we complain
of ¢

MR. LUGAS: Whet do you mean by that?« The
recruiter gets the money for the boys who are going forward
like a lot of sheep to be shorn and, when the labourer
returna from the mines, he hes elresdy been shorn, The
regsult is thet, instead of being s help to his people, Le
is no help to them at £ll and th..only people who have bene=-
fited from his poing to the mines is the recrulter, because
1t 18 the recrulter who gete the money. Thet is what I mean,
I do not want to add anything beosuse the other members of
the delegation with desl with the other pointe arnd I do
not want to waste your time,

DR. ROBRSPS: Would Mr, Sakwe explain the
position in regard to the proposal of the Bunga?- (Mr. Sakwe):
fhat matter will be dealt with by some other delegate here.
We shall 81l deal with the various pointes on the Agenda,

The Commission adjourned at 5 p.m. until
9,30 a,m, on Tuesday, 12th November, when the evidence of
the Delegetes of the PTranskeian Territories General Council

is to be continued?






