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NATIVE ECONOMIC COMMISSION

KOKSTAD 5th_NOVEMBER 1930 9,35 a.m,

B SITTING
PRESENT:
Dr, J. E. Holloway, Chairman
Major W.R., Anderson, Mr, A.M. Mostert
Dr, H.C.M. Fourie, Dr. A.W. Roberts
Mr, F.A.W, Lucas, K.C. Senator P.W, leRoux van Niekerk.

Mr. C. Faye, BSecretary,

Mr. Prank H, BROWNLEE: examination continued:-

CHAIRMAN: Yesterday, in speaking about advances
you made comparisons with certa'n other countries - India
and Australia, Is the position not rather different in
this way, that here you have to encourage the Native to go
out to work, whereas there he goes out becsuse he wants the
work?- He wants to live,

He has to live?- Here he has to work too.

There is more work than the people coming outf=
Put it this way, the advance is an inducement for him to come
out, but he will come out without that advancefXx

Some of them would not go out without that advance?=-
The Native does not go out because he wants to, but because
he has t0.

In other words, advances are used as a means of
inducing them?=- Yes, The temptetion of a 1ittle cash is
the extra indugement for him to oome out, but I do not think,
1f sdvances were abolished, it would make any appreoiable
difference on the labour supply. I will tell you this.
Originally, as I think I said yesterday, advances were unlimited
then they were reduced graduslly until they came down to £5,
then it was proposed to reduce them from £5 to £2, Certain
gentlemen who were hinni.d in Native reoruiting objected
very stroagly to this, They said it would ruin the lsbour
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supply. I happened to meet those gentlemen; we had a very
hot wordy warfere on the point. I said the system was
wrong and that the Natives would come forward without ad-
vances, or that the reduction to £2 would not make any
difference at all, That is correet. They said,"if you
reduce the advances to £2, you will kill the labour supply”.

MR . MOSTERT: Is that not obwious, becsuse
the advance is advanced by the trader; the trader is the
recrulter right through the territories?- It 1s becoming
less and less; the recuirting is being done less and less
by the trader now: it is being done more and more by re-
presentatives of the labour organizations,

Recruiters or runners?- Reoruiters - labour
agents,

The source is the Native runner?- Yes,

Who tells the boys anything?~ Yes; that evil
is becoming less and less; a runner who is found to be
dishonest is immediately fired and the principals of the
labour sgents sre all out for a square desl, Anything
improper on the part of their representatives - the labour
agents or the rumners = is very severely dealt with nowadays.
It was not so in former years.

Before Natives leave your area they are medically
oxamined, are they not?- The Natives going to the minmes
are: I am mot so sure of the Netives going to the sugar
estates and employment of that kind.

Now tell us, are these boys properly examined
by the dootor?- It depends 2 great deal om the doctor,

I am inclined to think that in some instances the examination
is very perfuncbory.

Is not the exsmination generally very bad; the
Natives ave practically not examined at all?= So far as I
know, there is mo thompugh overhaul,
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Now, you admit that is wrong?- I think a
Native should be thara,hly examined, partly for the benefit
of the employer and aln/tht Benefit of the Native himself,
But you can imagine this, at a big Native recruiting centre,
if » doctor had to examine thoroughly each batch of labourers,
he would be doing nothing else; it would take him a long
time to meke & thorough examination of each of those lsbourers,
I think, in many cases, the examination by the doctor 1is
sufficient,

But we get boys returned to us?- Yes,

Boys who are hopelessly unfit?- If that is
80, it shews the examination 1s imperfeot,

Why we sometimes get boys from here with no
hand; the old way was Just to strip the boy?- That 1is
not sufficient, The proof of the examination, it seems to
he, is in the hands of the employer, If = man turns up
at a labour centrs medically unfit, that is proof that he
has not been properly examined. The employers of labowr
sre in a better position to know thet than the maglstrate
or the labour agent, I should think,

MR. LUCAS: Do you think that recruiting
inereases the total supply of Natives; I do not mean the
supply for a partiouler individual as against another
individual, but the total number that would go out to work,
does recruiting inorease that?- I think so,

Materially?- I think so,

You think there are boys who come forward for
the recruiting who otherwise would mot?- I think so. I will
give you the reason for that. The reoruiters - in other
words the labour agents - are of a very much higher standard
than they were in former years. Anyone was a labour agent,
as Mr. Mostert probably knows. Nowadays, labour agents
are properly 'w. The Native gets used to being nu’dtat
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by a particular lesbour sgent; he knows he is safeguarded =
his money is safe, and that he is perfectly safe in going to
that agent, If he did not trust him, he probably would not
go at all, N

How would he live otherwise?- By lﬁu.ing on his
neighbours, probably.

Is that done to any considerable extent nowadays?-
Yes, 1t 1la.

DR. ROBERTS: Do not Mr. Taberer and Mr. GxExMii
Gemmill come down?- Mr, Taberer comes quite frequently, and
Mr, Gemmill occasionally. They were here a few weeks ago,

MR, LUCAS: If there were a bureau established
by the Council, do you think the same number of Natives would
come forward?= I do not think so, they tried Govermment
labour sgents, as you know - do you know that?

No?- They had Government labour agents, and it
was abolished after a very short time.

MAJOR Amua:' When was that tried?- I should
say about 1912 or thereabouts.

MR, MOSTERT: It was after that?- I think it
was before that.

The Government has J bour sgents now?- I am
speaking of this country; they were tried here and done away

with,

¥R. LUCAS: Was it given a suffioclently long trial?-

I am not in a position to say whether it was or was noty but
the trial it was given was not a success,

MAJOR ANDERSON: There has been quite a strog
movement amongst employers at the coast. They have had such
an unsatisfactory experience with private recruiters that they
wanted the Government to take it on, but nothing has been done
yet, but you do not think it would be feasible?- There 1s
one thing a Native objects to in a Native reoruiter - the
Government, he thinks, finds out too much about the Hative
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- how much he is earning, and so on; that is the Native
point of view; he says, "This Government man knows exactly
what I am earning for taxes and so on." If he goes to a
man who is not a Government men, he says "This man is not
going to take all my money".

Now, the question is, looking at it from an
Union point of view, not the point of view of a particular
employer, mines, sugar planter, or any other particular
class of employer - looking at it from the union point of
view, is the incressed number which 1s obtained by using
recruliters an adequate return for the waste involved in
recruiting expenses?- I think it is, I think the average
Native requires to pass through some agency to put him on
the way to labour; somebody on the spot near home, to whom
he can go.to put him through.

I2 not that a more economicsl basis than the
present ome?- That is so,  You might reduce labour agents'
salaries,

SENATOR VAN NIEKERK: What is the rurutu"
fee now - is it not 12/6d?- I do not know. You see, many
of the lsbour sgents are on a salary basis, not a cspitation
basis,

MR ., LUCAS: Some get £2.5.0 for every Native
who goes to a sugar plantation?- I mast say, in that oase,
most of the labour sgents for the sugar plantations are on
the capitation basis,

The mines used to reckon £3 a head?- I say that,
under existing conditions, and for the time being, the labour
agent is necessary - the recrulter is necessary for the time
being, I think, and for some time to come,

MR, MOSTERT: Put it 1like this: Iif you were
to take away your recruiting organization, what percentage
of boys are you going to get going voluntarily to the mines?=
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There will be a hietus; there will be a period whem the
labour supply will diminish .

MR, LUCAS: By how much « ten percent?- More
then that; I should say by twentyfive percent, and that is
purely a guess,

MR, MOSPERT:  Would it not be more like 50%7=
I put down 25%; 1t would not be less than that, I am sure;
that would be for the time being. You sey, the voluntary
system 1s growing, Natives are going on their own more and
more to the mines,

MR . LUCAS: They are gompelled to go from
this distriect in very large numbers now, on account of
economic pressure?- That is so,

CHAIRMAN: In view of what you said in reply
to a question of mine about advances, why do you think now
that a large proportiom would not go?- Because the sgency
they have been used to dealing with is removed. They are
conservative; they will not do something new or fall into
a new arrangement readily. The large proportion is used
to going forward to labour through a labour agent; when
that agenoy is removed, the man more or less has to look
round and think about things before he goes to lsbour.

If it is economic pressure that sends him,
he does not seem to have muoh option?- That question has
been answered in another way in respect to another questionm.
It is economiont pressure that makes him go, but it 1is
the advanoe that scts, in many cases, as the final stimulus
for his going to the mines.

MR, LUCAS: A matter of a month or so, is not
that a1l that is involved?- It might be more.

He has to find money for clothes and so on?-

If he has not money for his clothes, he keeps on wearing
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what he has got, and if he has not money for the taxes,
he keeps on owing it.

Not for long though?- Some of them doy quite
well in evading the tax,

DR. ROBERTS: That they do not want any ohange,
is not that an argument against any ochange? When did you
make the change of doing away with the recruiting?- Well,

I qualified my statement in regard to the recrulter or labour

agent but saying that, fo the time being and for some time
to come, in my opinion, he is necessary, A gradual change
might be worked up towards eliminating the lsbour agent,

MR. LUCAS: How would you proceed if you were
trying to do that?- Supposing I now were the head of a

Native r-a'ui.tin; gorporation and saw that that was the
benefit of the corporation and the Native, I think I would
take a sample distriect; I would cease recrui ting in that
distriet, I would remove 8ll my agents from that district
and see how it works, and see whether the Natives from that
distriet would go forward without a recrulting agenay.

MR, MOSTERT: I do not want to argue this now,
but is it not a matter of steady persussion always on the
Native to go forward owing %o your reoruiting organizations,
otherwise you are not going to get them?- I go back to a
previous answer that, if you do away with the recruiting
agencies, for the time being - it may be 12 months or \
possibly more = there will be a lull in the reoruiting or
in the jolining.

What percentage?- 1 go back agein and say not
less than 26f; but then the economic pressure will force
that man out., You have at present an inducement in addition
to the economio pressure. If the inducement u/'n.-n‘. then !
there will be a reduction for the time being in the lsbour

supply.

R R B s
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MR, LUCAS Would it be feasible to say to the
Natives "thak We save a certain amount on you if you go
forward voluntarily; we will pay those that come forward
voluntarily 5/= a month more than the others™, Would that
have any effeot?- Do you know that labour agents are
preaching to Natives to go voluntarily?

Those are agents paid a salary and not so much
per head?- Yes, I must admit that,

- t:.“':‘;.:f today, so far as I am informed, no
allowance/snywhere of extra wages is made to the voluntary
boy?= No, not so far as I know,

The point I put to you was, "If you say to the
Native'if you go forward voluntarily end not through a
labour sgent, your pay will be inoreased an extra §/= a month'"
7= I think that would be very sound,

Do you think the Native would respond to that?-
He would be very suspioious of it first,

If the saving were given to the Netive, or most
of 1t were given to the Native in incressed wages?- I think
that would be very sound,

Do you not think that would go a considerable
way to redusing your 28/-7- Yes, I do.

I thought you omitted the point I was trying to
make = give the Native the benefit of what the reorulter
takes out of the employer today?- Yes, I did mot understand
your question. If you make it worth his while, I think he
would respond to that,

Would my figure of 10% be near the figure then?-
I think you had better make 1t 207 for the time being, and
eventually things would get back to normal just as was
prophesied by agents of recruiting organizations that, when
the ..,.........marmunn. there would be no
laboud. Well, there was a slight drop in the lsbour for

the time mm then it got back to normal again, 1
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have sald before, in regard to other matters, the Native is
very suspleious of innovations,

Sopporing that innovations were taken in hand
by the Qouncil and run by them, would t.ht appreoiably
reduce the percentage that would be lost?- First of all,
one has got to think out how the General Council would handle
a matter of that kind, If the idea found favour with
the General Council and the propaganda were done through
the General Council, that would be something in the right
direction, butas to whether the General Council is going
to make itself responsible for labour supply, even mdh'.utly.
that is perhaps a matter which had bebdter be disocussed with
the Council Officials,

MR. MOSTERT: Do you think if it were only
voluntarily lsbour going up to the Rand and other places,
the farmer will ever have a hope of getting labour at all?-
Yes, he will,

I am talking about the farms in the Transvaal?e
I have no knowledge of the farms there,

We have to get our labour through recruiting
agents?- You said Just now you were discussing the question
of olosed areas to recruiting. Thhs happens to be a olosed
area, that is so that the farmer may have an adequate supply
of labour, The polioy is very sound,

How is reoruiting now; 4t is bad, I suppose?-
There is no reoruiting here at all; no reorulting is
permitted.

How does he go forward from here?- He may go
forwerd voluntarily or go to another district; he may go in
somebody else's name, and so forth,

How do you find that,comperes with what 1t used
to be?- Find what?

Do you find 50% of them go out now - being a

T - .
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closed area - to what it used to be?- I do not know; I
cannot give you any informstion on that,

MR, LUCAS: 1Is there any means of getting the
figures?- If you wish to examine them, I think Mr. Beard
would give them = the local representative of the Reorulting
Corporation, I asked him to glve evidence; he said he
would rather not, but I think, with a little persuasion, he
would. I on find out whether he will,

_ He 1s a N.R.Cy man?~ Yes. I do not think the
answers to these questions would do him any harm,

As far s you are aware, has anybody of employers
of fered to share with voluntary Natives what they save in
reoruiting?- I do not kmow of any such cases, If I might
offer a suggestion, this idea might be put to the General
Couneil and discussed with the General Council, and you
probably will get some very wise suggestions from the
Counoil as to the feasibility of this scheme and how far
it is likely to act and react upon the Native labour supply;
you will get a very sound oonsensus of opinion foom a body
of Natives,

SENATOR VAN NIEEERK: What is your opinion
about deferred pay?= I am a great bellever in 1%, and
1t is made use of to a oonsiderable extent, Many Natives,
when they sre reoruited, sign the contract, "I will draw
10/~ only®, or "I will draw £1 only a month", The balance
is kept for him or sent to him when he gets home or perhaps
nanded to him at the labour centre even,

MR, MOSTERT: Is not that only for small
boysts The pigger boys do not go in much for deferred pay?-
Quite a number doj you o8n get full details of that from
the mines.

Have you any evidenoce of hoarding gold in the
territoryt- m from hearsay. When I was in lgtimath
shank ww‘“ of men who were said to be very well off;

i S St 2o HlSeSSEONE. .
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it was also said these men were hoarding money - in one case
£200 and in the other £400. In each case this money had
been buried secretly. In both cases the misers died. In
neither oase was the money ever found, so far as I know, One
trader interested himself in the matter and tried to do a
little Sherlock Holmes-ing about it, but he never found the
money . One of the advantages of this co-operative system
is to bring into circulation money which is hoarded; it

is having that effect,

DR. ROBERTS: At one time there was a disparity
between the gold that was in oirculation and the amount of
Bold that ought to be in e¢irculation, and at that time 1t
was saild 1t was being hoarded; you remember that?- Yes,

You do not think that is so?- There is still
hoarding; there is no question about that,

MR, MOSTERT: Of gold or notes?- Gold or
silver. In the case I speak of 1t was said to have been gold
and silver,

Gold or notes?= I do not think they would
take the risk of hoarding notes, When notesfirst came inte
ciroulstion here the Natives were upset about it on acoount
of rats, fire and so forth,

CHAIRMAN: On the question of survey, have you
any experience of survey in this district?- Yes, but not
very wide though.

¥R. LUCAS: Will you explain what is covered by
the words "surveyed distriot“?- That 1s where the arrsble
allotments are surveyed.

Does it mean the whole district is surveyed?-
Yes, and s proportion of the bullding sites and the bullding
aress are surveyed.

And the grazing is communal?- Yes, it 1=,

GHAIRMAN: Tue arrable land is given out then

{n definitely surveyed portions to various people; bdut what
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sort of title is given them?= How do you mean, what sart
of title?

Freehold title?- You could get a copy of the
title at Umtata; I am not exactly sure what the conditions
are; they pay a communal quitrent. I cannot give you the
details of the conditions of title.

MR, MOSTERT: You do not know the quitrent?-

It varies; you oan oall it a ocouple of pounds; but all
that you cen get definitely in Umtata,

MR, LUCAS You said yesterday one of the reasons
why the Natives went out to or preferred the towms to the
farms - I have forgotten what your answer was about additional
foodstuffe?= The Native taste in food has changed . If ¥ou go
to an average Native hut nowadays, you ocsn always get a oup
of tea, as I very often have done, with sugar, He reguires
s ohina oup, He gets used to that, His tastes, 8s I say,
in food are changing; his tastes are becoming more extravagant,
and his natural foodshre being replaged, to a certain extent,
by Buropean foods,

Is that ohenge still going on?- Yes,

Has it been more rapid in the last few gears, or
has it been steady?- I think it has been steady.

And you think that is what of the reasons why
he has to go out?= It is ome of the minor inducements for
his going to town, I think.

Now, you heard yesterday what the rations were
to farm Natives; do you think that that has any effect in
connection with making Natives prefer towns %o farms®?- I
think it might, In the town, as a rule, - where he is
employed in town - he gets a more varied ration, a more
attreotive ration.

SENATOR VAN NIEKERK: Acd if the fermer had to
: pay him more m the townsman and did not give him teale
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I think he would go to the place where there i1s more money,
and sacrifice his craving for tea, I used "tea™ simply
as an illustration,

MR, LUCAS : Are there other foods now that are
becoming required in the Native's own home « tea, coffee,
bread?= I do not know that there is anything else.

Have you notioced any change in the amount of meat
the Native consumes?- No, I have not noticed any change}
I am not able to speak of any change,

Now, a number of Natives are breaking away from
their tribes, who still do not want to go and live in towns
or work or Buropesn farms., The surveyed distriet 1s one
way of dealing with them; but where you do not have the
surveyed district, i1s there any scope for these Natives in
the Trenskei - any opening for them?- You mesn, to lead
the lives of individualism?

Yes?- Yes, there is,

What scope?~ A msn may say, "Well, I am
nominally subjeot to this ohief and I suppose I must regard
myself as subject to him", but he 1s able to 1live a 1life of
considersble independence from the suthority of the ohief,

Are there any instances of his being allowed
to fence off the land that he 1s working?- Yes,

Does the tribe interfere, or the Chief or the
tribe ss a whole interfere with him then; 1s he able to
enjoy the benefits of his production?- I emnot gquote any
particulsr case, but I believe he would be allowed to fence
without interference. You see, we have for some years
past tried to encourage fencing; there is a fencing scheme
ander which blocks of land are fenced; the Council pays
nalf and the ovmers pay the other half, That is becoming

popular gradually.
And is that happening om tribal lsnds?- The




Mr, Brownlee

only experience I have had of 1t is in surveyed distriots;
but 1t may heppen elsewhere, I have seen fenced lands
in a communally ocoupled district,

Now, if that develops considerably, is not
there likely to be trouble - in the conflict between that
and the tribel system?- No, I do not think so, The owners
rights in the land are recognised,

How is the land allocated - I am speaking of
communal land in an unsurveyed district?- In the way I
desoribed yesterday, As a rule, when a man is married he
goes to his headman or ohief as the case mey be and says,
"I am merried, I want the land", The headman or chief,
in due ocourse, sends & list of men requiring lands to the
Magistrate, the Magistrate also, in due course, sends out
a constable to lmituﬂto each oase and to allet the land
or withhold 1t; genmerally it 1s allotted.

By the Magistrate?- By the constable who
ocomes back and reports what he has dome, send a record is
kept of the lands allotted, with their approximate dimensions,

80 many paces by so many paces.
That implies there is land to Dbe distr ibuted?-

New landshre being distributed.
And there is still land available for distri-

pution in that way?-  There is,

Now, when a plot is allotted 1like that, for
how long csn the allottee hold it?-  For ever.

And does the right to work that particular
lot remain with his family?- Yes, the custom is that the

lend is transferred to his heir.

DR. ROBERTS8: But you have the one man one
lot, begsuse his father's lot would go to the sonj =0 there
would be two lots and perhaps three and four?- Yes; well,
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those lands are apportioned to needy people, but we still
maintein in prinoiple this,in connection with the idea of
one man one lot; Af a men dies, his landless son will
get that land, or it may be that a son who already has land
will exchange the one plece he has for his father's land,

It 1s one man one lot?= That prineiple still
applies.

MR, LUCAS: Who looks after the widow and
ehildren; wsupposing the allottee dies and leave a widow
and children, who looks after them?- So long as she remains
at her husbend's kreal, it is the duty of the heir, if there
is one, to maintain her out of her husbend's estate, if he
has any,

But supposing that the son has himself, by
then, got another lot?- The widow remesins in occupation
of the arrable land,

Does the son come into the ploture at all
then?= No, not before she dies, If she dies, very often
the land is left in charge of the son, who cultivates it
for the benefit of the children, if there sre any. It
varies according to th' eoiroumstances of the partioular
family.(Q) The son does not have to carry the responsibility
of the femily, as well as his own family in respect of one
lot of land?= Responsibility in what respect?

A man has a plot of land, his family are
living with him on that., He dies. One of his sons has
a plot of his own and that son, say, is the heir; when
he becomes heir, through his father's death, oan he retain
his own lot?= He oan retain his own lot, °

And must he help to work the lot of hias
fatherte Well, filiial duty compels him to do so. There
{s no law; it is a ocustom, As a dutiful son he will see

that his mother is properly looked after.

= & - — o . ST e
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When the mother dies and the rest of the
children have gone off, what happens to the lands?- As a
rule, supposing the heir hes brothers - married brothers =
the land will be allotted to them.

Supposing he has land already?- It will be
allotted to somebody outside the family; but there is a
very strong tendenoy to keep the land in the family,

CHAIRMAN: I# it not the case that, at the
last Bunga,a motion was garried to the effeot that where
there are minor children of the deceased man, and in the
same looation there are landless Natives, the land should
go away from that family to the landless Natives?- I do
not know; I am not assooclated with the Council; I do not
know anything about that debate,

MR . LUCAS: Now, a question was put to you
yesterday to the effeot that, if the Natives improved the ir
agrigulture, there would be adequate land in the Transkel
for the present populstion. I would like to follow that up
to provide for the present population and any natural
inorease; what degree of improvement in agrésulture would
be negessary to make the land adequate; what amount of
ohange is necessary to make the land ddequate; is the change
one which is reasonably pos sible in the near future to the
neighbours with the capacities we know they have today?-

It is possible, but it is not probable. - It 1is possible
for the Native so to improve his land that the country will
hold a greaster population than it does, but the improvement
in agrioulture is gradual. Perhaps I might put it this
wsy, thet the improvement in agriculture does not keep pace
with the inorease of population.

Now, is it possible with Native habits and
Native oharacter, to make the improvement fast enough to
allow the land to keep pace?- I do not think so, becsuse he
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will work 1t for quite a number of yesrs;With these |
agricultural demonstrators and all kinds of propaganda,work
has been oarried on, but the progress remains slow. I think
almost everything possible to speed up improvement in
agrioultursl methods has been adopted, but it is still
inadequate as a whole,

DR. ROBERTS: That does not mean 1t will
always remain slow?- I do not sece anything in partiocular
that 1s goling to make the lmprovement accelerate,

CHAIRMAN: But is not movement by itself in-
clined to accelerate it?- Well, I have no knowledge of
dynamios,

MR, LUCAS: You were not discoursged by what
has been done; in fact I take i1t you thought what had been
done was very encouraging?- I am, but still the progress
is much slower than anybody would have it - than we would
have it, I say that the inorease of populstion is more
rapid, if one uses comparison, and compare them in that
way, - 1t is more rapid than the improvement in sgricultural
methods. That is my opinion,

And that is taking into account that the country
is supported by a very large income from outside labour,
or from working outside?- Yes,

And you are assuming that will continue?- Yes,
I am assuming that will continue.

S0 that, as far as this area is concerned, 1is
1t correct to sum up your view by saying that there 1s a
shortage of land?- There is a shortage of land, yes, Mind
you, things may seem to be inoonsistent. I have said there
is still arrable land for allotment, and I have said that
there is insufficient land; those two things may seem to
be inconsistent, Things very very much in one distrioct
from smother, For instance, in Pondoland, there is a huge
trace of hﬂ on which there is no ocultivation whatever,
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The coast belt running from Port St, Johns to the Natal
Border, varying from six to eight miles, - it 1s the wild
coest, as 1%t 1s called, - that is the xmumkmmk ancient
Pondoland grazing ground - there are very few huts or any
oultivation in that area,

CHAIRMAN: Is it arrable?- Yes, not all of it.:
1 do not think orops grow too well there, but still it is
arrable,

MR. LUCAS: In practise, do you think it would
be feasible to bring in members of any other tribe into that
area?= You could do i1t, but you would have war, For that
reason it 1s not feasible, firstly,owing to tribal jealousy,
and secondly, we undertook not to alienate any portion of
Pondoland without the consent of the people.

S0 that you csnnot average up the area of one
tribe with the area of another?- No, it would be a very,
very dangerous thing to introduce aliens into a territory
ocoupied by a particular trib.e

DR, ROBERTS: And if they were prepared to
acoept the suzersinty of the tribe and so on?- No tribe
would sgree to acoept other people, they would not do it
willingly.

MR. LUCAS: They would accept applications from
individuals?- Yes, and by a recognised process they would

become recognised as part of the tribe,
But any Xoutside interference would be resented

stronglyt?- Yes, especially if it were attempted to introduce
people in large numbers,

In the working of their lands, do the Natives .
sooperative in the use of esttle - the use of oxen?- Yes,

Is that common?- Yes.

1s there any recognised way in which they
co-operatiwe; one man have the oxen, snother the plough,
and so on?- The most usual way is this: ome man has four
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and another has four oxem, they make it into one span,
Another man has six, or eight oxen as the case may be; this
is combining the oxen to make a plough span. One man may
loan another man a whole span,

Do they do that voluntarily, or is there any
money returnmf attached to 1t?- I have never heard of sny
compensation being olaimed on the part of a man who loans
another cattle,

It 1s usually voluntary?- Yes, I ¢an tell
you there is cooperation, but what the basis of the cooperation
is I do not know,

It is not finally worked out in commercial
quantities?- No, it may be purely friendly, neighbourly
ocooperation, I think it generally is so,

MR, LUCAS: Now, coming to the question of
oattle, In looking through the figures of the number of cattle
far this distrioct, and taking the population of 1921, without
assuming any increase at all, the number of cattle appears
to represent roughly one and a half per head of the
population?- Yes,

Do you consider that one and a half cattle a
head of the population 1s more than the population needs
for sakk ploughing and for milk; I am not dealing with the
question of overstocking now, or the avallability of land?-
1 aceept those figures, but I do not know that I have any
opinion on that.

DR. ROBERTS: It i1s only one per head in the
Transkei?~ You say a million cattle for a million people,
in effeotts X

Yes?= Well, I am not in a position to say
really; I should say it is too many,

One per head?- Yes,

QHAIRMAN: The question assumes they must
remain m’.ﬂjﬁﬂa Yesn,
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Clearly the evidence is overwhelming, the land
is overstooked?- Yes,

But there is the other sspect; have the people
on that land got enough cattle for their needs; have the
people in the country enough cattle for their needs?- Yes,

MAJOR ANDERSON: Have they too many?- There
are too many for their needs,

MR, LUCAS: Some individuals have a lot too many;
there 1s no question about it?- Yes,

But 1s there any appreciable number that has not
got enough far its needs for ploughing and for milk?- Well,
the milk supply is very poor. It all comes back to the
question of overstoocking. There 1s not enough grass to
feed the cow to produce suffiecient milk, The average family
is generally short of milk becsuse, first of all, the cattle
are sorub gattle, snd secondly they do not get emough %o eat;
but the question as to whether a million oattle is too many
or too few for a million people, is rather a different one,
There sre many aspects from which the thing might be regarded .,

If you tell us the different aspects as they
ooour to you, it may help us?- You have a system among them
all - what you call "Ngoma", of which you may have heard,
by which one man lends another cattle; for instence, I
lend you ten head of cattle and I can call upon you for
the return of those cattle at any time I think fit, and I
reward you for the care of those cattle by giving you some
of the progeny. Thet is & system that i1s univeral throughout
this country. S0 that 2 man who has & large number of
cattle dots these about among his friends and relstives
ander that system, so that, although a man may own a very
large number of cattle, those cattle are widely distributed.

Have you any instance here of Netives doing that
on Buropean land?- Yes; I cannot give you chapter and verse,
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but we know it 1s done,
To any substantial extent?- I have got only

hearsay evidence on the poinmt, but I believe it is done to
a considerable extent, You may perhaps find more definite
informetion on the point elsewhere; but I have reason to
believe that, in Pondoland, certain traders do it to a
considerable extent,

Now, Dr, Henderson worked up a statement for
Victoria Esst shewing that, in 50 years, that district will
become economically much worse of f?= Yesjy I have seen
those figures, ¢

Have you ever made, or do you kmow of any com-
parison made of any other district on similar lines?- No,

I know of no comparkon such as Dr, Henderson brought up.

Is it possible to make it for any other dlastrict;
are the figures available?- You would have to have figures
of the number of stock over a period, would you not?

Well, thet was one of the things he did?- Amd
the samount of grain produced; the figures might be obtalined,
but I think it would be rather difficult to get them. He
nad statisties, but I doubt whether any statistios can be
obtained here. He worked hiok on those statistics con=-
tained in a number of old blue books. I do not know that
there is any set of figures upon which one might work in
this part of the country,

Have you yourse lf made any investigation, or
have you any facts on whish you can say whether the economioc
condition of the Natives 1s better or worse than it was
20 or 30 years ago in any district?- I have no figures,
put my impression is that the economic condition of the
Native today i1s better than it was 20 years ago.

In what respect?- You see, individual cases
differ & very great deal. We have the faot that his methods
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of agriculture of improving in one case very much more
than in snother, |

We have got to take it generally?- Yes, gemerally.
You have improvement in agricultural conditions generd 1y, .
and improvement gradually in stock.

There has been an improvement in stock in the

Transkel, has there?- Oh, yes, That 18 the work of the
agriocultural schools, They are distributing stud rams, bulls
and so on; keeping thoroughbred horses and so on and
thoroughbred fowls, That 1s quite an important factor of
agrioultural development; one might call it poultry keeping.
2 Do they sell eggs?- Yes, the Butterworkh
market is kept alive by Natives' vegetables and eggs. It 1s
very muoh more marked im the Butterworth district than else-
where. ‘

Toke the distriect of Mount Arllfff.- Well, that
might not apply there. The history of the people there is
different from the history of the people on the Transkei
proper. The history of the Fingoes has left a partiocular
impression. The history of the people here has left a |
different impression, \

We1ll, now, take Mount Ayliff - if you will answer |
my question as applied to that; there are in that district
of Mount Ayliff - sre the Natives today economiocally better
or worse off than, say, 20 or 30 years ago?- I should think
s1ightly better.

In what way?- Well, the stock has increased |
for one thing; there is on improvement in roeds. There, |
again,there is improvement in agriocultural methods in a number
of gases,

MAJOR ANDERSON: The level of wages is higher

too, is it not, for one thing?- There is more money earned.

1 suppose there 1s a rise in wages,
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DR. ROBERTS: More schools?- Yes, and more
education, which means that their earning cepacity is
increased, There are more wagons owned, more ploughs,
more eagrigultural implements, so I think I am justified in
saying that the econmomic position i1s better than it was
20 years ago.

CHAIRMAN: On the other hand, have thelr needs
increased '‘n the last 20 years?- Yes,

Which has inorease faster, their material yleld
or their needs?- I think they have just about kept pace
with each other,

They are living on a higher level?- Yes,

And, as fer as their ability to get the means
is concerned, that is about the same?- Yes., As a feature,
you have this introiuction of the co-operative system that
makes for economic stability, that is growing, It is a
factor.

MR. LUCAS: For what purposes is that being used,
- the co-operative system?- The purchase of fertilizers
is one which is included in agricultural co-operation. Then
there are some of these co-operative socleties which are
purely banking.

For making advances ar losns?- Advances for

productive purposes; but then you have your agricultural

go-operation pure and simple. |
Are there a number of Native farmers' assogiations?-

Yes, there are.

Do they hold shows?- Oh, yes,

Do they run these shows entirely by themselves,
or sre they assisted by Europeans?- Well, I will give you
a ocase in point, I was stationed at Butterworth before
I ocsme here - I will bring a case nearer home; I was asked
to open a show at Mount Frere last year, and a feature of
that show wes that there hsd been no European assistance,
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that the money wes the Natives own money, and that the show
was run by Natives for Natives,

Would you desoribe it as a successful show?=
A wonderful show; a very suocessful show,

In the organization and in the quality of the
goods shown?e The organization was good and the quality
of the exhibits was excellent,

And the business menagement of 1t?- The business
management was allright, but slow - I am speaking generally
now; +the business management of these shows is entirely
in the hands of Natives; they have a treasurer or jJoint-
treasurer or seoretary, who has, in due course, to render
accounts to the General Council, I know that the personal
responsibility in the General Council is to keep hitting
them up to render their sccounts.

But eventually it is fixed up; it is only a
bit slow?- Yes,

Who are the judges, Natives or Europeans?=
They are Europeans,

MR, LUCAS: What would be tio reason for having
EBuropean judges?- I am not able to state definitely, but
one reason would be that the Native would be likely to be
prejudiced in favour of or against an exhibitor., I think
they have greater confidence in European judging, Besldes,
the Buropean is the better judge; he has the more expert
knowledge. The Netives acknowledge that the skilled European
has s greater knowledge of agricultursl matters than has
any Native,

Are there Native storekeepers in the Transkei?-
I belleve there sre; I cannot tell you of any particular
oase where there is,

Are there any in this distriect?- No.

Itake it you do not know much in detail about

that?= Nos
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Have you had experience of adjoining districts
to this; heave you been in what is called the Siskei and
had experience there?- I had experience there many years
ago; I was stationed for a while at Keiskamahoek, and King
Williams Town,

What are the relations between whites and blekks
in this district - in the Transkei as a whole?- I should say
the relstions are excellent,

Would you say that of the Siskei?- No.

How would you account for the difference?- Well,
if I answer that fully I will probably be taking considerable
risk. Well, I will illustrate it by an experience I had
myself., I was walking & good many years ago outside King
¥1lliams Town. I met an old woman carrying a bundle., She
put 1t down and said "Kindly give me a tickey"., I gave her
a tickey and then began the conversation, She waved her
hand over the tom and mid "There are no longer any white
ochiefs there"”, Now, that remark was most illuminating to
me, If my interpretation of it was correct, there was no
white man there to whom the Native had ready access, That
was my interpretation of her remark, I think there has
not been that relstion between the European officials and
the Natives which there has been here; there has not been
the olose assoolation down there apd the sympathy dowm
there that there has been here, I am speaking purely now
of offieials and not of the general Buropean public.

DR. ROBERTS: Why take the officlals?q Because,
after sll, the change in the feeling at King Williems Town -
ohsnging I agree st the time - is due to the change in the
ohsracter of the people who govern them - the local govern-
ment; that is my opimnion?- Well, not necessarily King
¥williams Town particularly, but the people who govern that
srea of the Siskei, the personnel or the character of the
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the administrators has changed. Now, for many years there
was an office - a special Native magistrate st King Willlems
Town; he wes independent entirely 2s a magistrate; he was
ealled a special magistrate and was Native commissioner; his
work was to keep in touch with Natives and deal with Natives
and not hing else, As far as I understand 1t now, the
office is under the Magistratem of King Williems Town's direct
control - in fact, the change came about while I ocoupled
the position of aoting special maglstrate., The Chief
Magistrate at King Williems Town insisted on this office
being subordinate to him, Well, that makes a difference
in a way, but the main thing is the difference in the
gharacter of the off isials,

MR, LUCAS: You have dealt with the off ielals,
Now take the ordinary pmblic; is the relationship in the
Siskel between the employers and the Native employees
satisfactory?- I think it isy, I think the relatioms of
all storeboys, garden boys and @ ople like that employed in
the ares, and farm boys, are satisfactory on the whole, but
I think there is a feeling of antipathy - 80 estrangement
between the Natives as a whole and the Europeans as a whole,
I do not want to be mistaken in regard to my statement with
reference to the character of officials. The offioelal
nowadays is burdened with an enormous volume of work: writing
up this, keeping records of that, taking census and so forth.
He has not time to be in close touoh with the Native that
he had before. 1 am not speaking personally at all, If I
d1d, one ocould say a great deal of good sbout certain of
the Native officials who are now Native commissioners,
There is rather & swing beok, snd the sppointment of maglstrate
as Native commissioners is goling to have a very good effect;
1t 1s going to make the officisl realise that he has a
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respons ibility in regard to Netive administration, whereas
I think that his responsibility in that respect has rather
been lost sight of,

MR . LUCAS: What would you say was the attitude
of the Native to the missionaries today?- There again, a
most distressing situation has oropped up. The statement
is being made that the missionaries are not taking us along
fast enough.

g:‘?hw:h- complaint of the Natives?- Yes,

What does he mean by "not fast enough"?- The
development is not faet enough = improvement, general progress,

Can one take that seriously?- I am saying the
Native says so,

Yes; but can one take the Native seriously when
he says that? Is he not expeoting the missionary to wave
a wizard's wand over him?- Yes, undoubtedly, I will give
you a case in point, This is what brought the thing very
definitely to my knowledge, Some time ago I sat on a
Seleot Committee of the Genmeral Council to discuss the questio:
of establishing an industrial sehool for girls. A certain
offser had been made by a missionary to undertake the whole
soheme ., lht Natives were absolutely and totally opﬁnﬂ
to this institution being under eny missionary control; they
would not have it under missionsry control, it must be under
the control of the Council,

SENATOR VAN NIEEKERK: Was that a special
denomination?- It was; 1t was Wesleyan. By the way, it
was not an objection to the particular denomination, because
a pumber of the Natives who sat on that Committee were
Wesleyans. Their answer to me was "The missionaries are
not taking us along fast enough"”, They said "Look at our
Gouneil Institutioms, our sgricultural farms; look at the

they are w about. There is no such progress being

i | it -
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brought about by missionary effort. The results of the
efforts of our om organization are much more rapid than
they are by missionary enterprise”,

MR. LUCAS: Is that correct in fact?- I do
not know that it 1s; I do not say that it is,

CHAIRMAN: Take the Bunga farm or school at
Tsolo; no doubt it may be there, But do they realise
what they get from the missionary they get for nothing,
whereas the other they have to pay forf?- I do not think
they have regarded it from that point of view,

SEMATOR VAN NIEKERK: They did not compare the
two?- No, they did not distinguish between the two.

MR. LUCAS: Does the faot of the missions being
denominational enter into the question?- It did not enter |
into that question,

the missionary?- No,
MAJOR ANDFRS(ON: Do they recognise the generosity
of the missionariea?- Yes, they are very appreciative. They

No, but generally, on their attitude towards ‘
|

say"the time of the missionary has passed”; "we want insti-
tutions we can ourselves control in the way that we control
the agriocultural school”,

DR, ROBERTS: Do you not think there i» agreat
deal to be sald for that?- Yes, there is a good deal to be
said for it,

CHAIRMAN: It is like a motorear that hes not
suf ficient power left?- !hl.t is what they say. They say
"We appreciste very much what the missionary ms done for
us; we will thank them very much, and now we will look after
our owm affairs",

DR. ROBERTS: We might expect that period of
improvement to arrive?- Yes; I think it 1s quite a normal

development .,
MR, LUCAS: I understand education is free in

the schools in the Transkei?- Yes.

P PR D v .
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That is different from the other provinces
we have been to. All the Natives there have to pay fees,

I understand that there, one of the reasons why they object
to mission schools is that the mission schools cannot go
ahead fast enough, because they have to raise money by

fees, and the Natives reckomed they would be better off under
their own schools, because then they would have them free;
that factor does not enter into tl;o Transkel, does 1t?- No,

Well, now, do you find much trouble from
denominational competition in the Transkei?- Oh, i1t reises
very difficult situations sometimes,

And do the Natives as a whole resent that?- You
mesn the denominational competition?

Yoes, and the want of cooperation?- No; 1t 1is
rather a ourious position, We will say, for the sake of
argument, there is a Presbyterian church there and a member
of that church, for certain very good reasons, is put under
disoipline and is expelled from that ochurch - it is a fact
that this does happen; that man goes up and sets about
raising opposition to the shuroh from which he has been
expelled, and eventually he gets the people to ask for a
ghurch of mother denomination, Whereas he was an ardant
Presbyterian, he now becomes, we will say, an ardant Baptist,
and he does his utmost to induce his friends and neighbours
to become Baptists., And the next thing is to induce the
Baptist mises lonary to establish a church there. That arises
out of the action of the Natives in many cases,

I take it, from whet you have said about the
Genersl Council Meeting, that that was not a factor that
entered into their srgument?- No, it was not a question
of the denomination; that did not come into it at all.

SENATOR VAN NIEKERK: If the missionary had
not control, the result would be chaotie?- Yes, they must

I i &
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be under Buropean control for quite a number of years to

come . I have no objection to the establisiment of an
industrial school under the council, but this perticular
missionary stated that he had been given a promise that the
industrial school would be established at his mission,

Rather a delicate and difficult position arose, However,

the Natives were insistent that they wanted the institution
to be under the Council control for the reasons they gave,
namely, that progress would be more speedy and the arrangement
more satisfactory,

MR. LUCAS : Did the Natives complain about the
diffioulty of getting education for childrea - workers on
farms?= I have not heard any complaint like that.

Now, what 1s the Native opinion,so far as you
know 1t, of recent Native legislation?- Firast of ell, he
is very suspioious, I ean only refer you to Solomen Plastje's
book., He has material in that book which is beyond argument.
Then you have Professor Jabavu's warning in his book, and
in partioulariy youlmve the report of the Select Committee
which sat upon the Prime Minister's Native Bills in the
General Council. That report crested a certain amount of
interest, As 8 result of that report being placed before
the General Council, three Natives were sent down to give
evidente before the Seleot Committee. That gives you an
indication of what is in the mind of every inte 1l1igent
Native, because it seems to me there was a certain amount
of esrnestness in that report, a very definite expression
of opposition to these bills in the charscter in which they
were then presented; but at the seme time there was a
reserve in the mode of expressing themselves, which, to
my mind oonveyed an impression of very great depth of feeling.

DR. ROBERTS: You are talking of the three

delegates mow?~ I 8m talking of the report of the Seleot
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Committee; ®he report presented by the De legates. I
vrote for a copy of the report, but I have not got it, But
I must say this that, personally, - I am saying something
perhaps that I should not say -, I have slways had the
bellef that General Hertzog 1s out, and very courageously
out, to do something towards solving the Native problem;
but I agree with the Natives in seying that that effort was
in some respects unsuitable,

MR, LUCAS: We had a Natlve focoutly who
said to us a thing which should be overlooked in an European
is considered a orime in a Native. Is that a commen outlook
among the Natives?- Not in this country, I do not think.
One often hears it said "There is one law for the white man
and another for the Native".

It was in the Transkei we got that?« I think
that is rather exceptional than universal,

Does the Pass Law cause any difficulty in the
Transkei? You have only a stock pass, I think?- We have
travelling passes, '

In the Transkei itself?- Yes,

Or for leaving the Province?- If 2 men wants
to.go from here to there (indicating), he carries a pass,

Who issues that?~ It is usually issued by
the police officers,

CHAIRM/N: You say "Prom here to there"., What
do you mean by that?- Say to a nelghbouring distriet.

He may move about in his own district as he
likes?- He mey move about freely there, yes,

They know definitely what the district boundaries
are?- Yes,

Do you find that is necessary?= I do not think
1t is very necessary. You use the term "Very necessary"; I
do not think it is. It keeps & check on the movements, I
believe, to a certain extent., At the same time 1t asslsts

the Native. His pass is his voucher, He hae a paper from
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the magistrate of his home district as a guarantee of his
bona fides., I think that is a feature that the Native 1is
sometimes inclined to overlook,

SENATOR VAN NIEKE R: The fact that you have
the same oclass of sdministrator in the Transkel for a con=-
siderable time - say for the lesst 50 years or so - has not
that blunted your efforts at uplifting the Native?- 1In
other words, you mean familiarity is 1liasble to breed
contempt; you mean that in effect?

Yes?- I do not think so, There 1s always
new blood coming in, In fact, a good many years ago
Mr. Merriman introduced a number of young officials into
the Transkeian territories as new blood. I think he had a
gimilar view to that of Senator Ven Niekerk. At anyrate
he introduced this new blood with very satisfactory results,
Those men all did excelleantly well,

MR, LUCAS: Have you noticed any change in
the last quarter of a century in the position of Native
women?- Yeas, I think their status now is very much better
than 1t was 25 years ago.

In what respects does that shew itself?- She
holds a higher position in the household than she did before.
She is more oonsidered in the household economice,

In what say?- I think she is treated with
greater respect,

Does she have more say in the management 7=
Yes, of homsehold affairs,

Does she do less of the hard menusl work?-
She does less of the hard work in the fields - that 1s the
oivilised or semi-civilised woman,

Is there any sign of their claiming a share in
politicel affairs?- Yhe women?

Yes?- No; I have not seen any sign of that,
You have ocossionally en exceptional woman arising and
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and taking an exoeptional part, like a ohieftalness,
shewing exceptional ability,

DR. ROBERTS: You have not found that they
have more educated women that we turn out of the high schools
and so on, and training schools, taking an interest in
politics?- No.

MR. LUCAS: Have you noticed any changes in
regard to marriage? Is the marriage system of the Natives
tending to break down? I do not mean the use of lobolo, but
are they tending to get away from marriage and go in more
for just living together without any oceremony?- No.

In some districts we have been told that that
is quite serious now?- No, I have not seen that; but in
many distriots the marriage tie is a very slender one in
the earlier stages of the marriage. I have always been
an advocate of having marriages registered.

What do you c¢all the earlier stages; before
any children are born?- Put it this way; the parents
decide that a marriage shall take place; the man pay &
few head of ntth. as dowry; the father says "You must go
away and earn more money to pay the balance of the dowry,
or more dowry", the man comes back from the mines, and
the father of the girl repudiates him. He says "These
gattle are for seducing my daughter; 1t is not dowry at
all," Meantime, the father has married the girl te
some wealthy suiter. Those oases ere not infrequent, so
1 say marriages should be protected by reglstration.

Is that abused; hss it Dbecome a sort of
trade by the father?- That 1s exactly what it 1s. He
stioks to the five cattle and he geta more cattle, say
from a more wealthy or another suitor,

DR. ROBERTS: But that surely mast be less
oomueh u:w-a-n- Yes, it will be., I would like
to quote something in comnection with a question asked by
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Senator Van Nie kerk yesterday - that is in regard to the
officials of the Transkeian Terrbtéries and their position,
status and quality. This is from the Native Affairs
Commiss ion of 1883, page 55 -~ or the gmneral recommendations
and remarks, I do not know that it is necessary to quote
in detail, but this Commission recommended officials of the
Trafskeian Territory,and I think this applies to Native
Affairs Officials everywheregnow in the outside districts:
they should have special consideration because of the lives
they were compelled to lead; and the whole of the administra-
tion of these territories is based on the reocommendation

of this Commission: judioclal system, land tenure, inherit-
ance, and even the ocouneil system is the outoome of this
Commission's report, So I say the whole system of our
administration is based, to a great extent, upon this
Gommission's report, This point has been overlooked all
alonge

DR, ROBERTS: And the best exposition of
lobolo is given in there?- Yes; 1t is on a page or two
vefore that; page 29,

MR, IUCAS: May I put one question I have
forgotten: 18 there any competition in this district betweenm
the Natives and the Griguas?- I have not heard of any.

Do they follow different occupations?- To a
great extent,

Whaet is the main ooccupation of the Griquas?-
Some of them are painters, carpenters, handymen, assistants -
store assistants perhaps =, walters,

Any farm labourers?- I agree with Mr. Scott
in saying that there are, here and there, but you will get
better information from other witnesses,
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called and examined:

CHAIRMAN:  Are you a farmer, Mr. Young?- Yes,

Have you prepsred any statement, or do you wish
to make any statement with ugm.t; ,:::).t the points con-
tained im the list of subjects?- /Not particulerly, Mr,
Brownlee asked me to come along here. I thought I might
perheps -no!r leading questions,

The farm labourers here are generally Natives?- Yes

Can you give us any idea of the conditions as
regards remuneration?- Yes, the remuneration of the boys
today i1s anything from £1 to 35/-, depending on the length
of time a boy has been in the farmer's service. Do you wish
me to deal entirely with Natives and not with Griquas at all?

Well, except in so far as you have OGriqua famrm
servants, the comparison may be interesting?- I have onme
or two Grigqua farm servants.

Do they receive more than the Natives?- Yes,
the highest native wage I am paying just now 1s 35/« and the
highest to a Grigua type of boy = he is really a Baralong, I
think, - he gets 50/- a month.

Why does the Griqua Baralong get more?- This
particular boy is far more intelligent than any Native I have
or ever have had,

Do Griguas, generally speaking, get more on farms
as lsbourers?= I think probably they do. I have only the
bne family myself snd they have always received more from me
than the Natives, for this resson particulsrly, because they
seem to stay longer and are more rdliable for that reason.

(At this stage Mr. Young introduced Mr. L. D.
Gilson, M.P.)

CHAIRMAN: (To Mr. Young) Have you any idea what
the general range of wages for Griqua farm servents 1a?- No,
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I osnnot say gemerally. I cen only speak in regard to the l
few I have on my own farm, but I think generally they sre
more intelligent, and for that reason they probably get a
little more money than the Native,

Mr, Gilson, have you any information on the
subjeot?- (Mr, Gilson) You mean, monthly wages?

Yes?- I would say there are very very few
working by the month, Their inclination llies towards
building and fencing and that sort of contract job., So you

get comparatively very few working on monthly wages as the
Native works. I would agree with Mr ., Young where there
are stableboys, Origuas have the reputation of being fond
of horses and that sort of thing end they would get a little
more than the Natives. 8o fear as the famms are concerned,
I would repeat there are comparatively few working on the
farms,

MR. LUCAS: Are there meny Natives doing what |
you oall contract work in this district?- Would you include
shearing as contract work,

You mentioned building, feneing and so on?- Yes, |
there sre quite a number of boys doing it - prineipally
building, ' |

Do you know whether they make a good living omt |
of it?- You see, one has to approach the term "good living"
from a Native point of view, Probably the wages a Native
earns would not be considered as affording a good living
from an Buropesn point of view, but from their owm point
of view I would say yes.

Have you any idea what they ocan earn for them-
selves a month net, say?- That is very hard to say because
the smount that they work for varies = much,

We met one in Mount Fletoher - a tinsmith - who

chuhmm&ltoﬂluntht- I em thinking more
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of the itinerent contract bullder; he would probably do
that,

MAJOR ANDERSON: Shearing; that is by contract
too, is 1t not?- Yes,

What sort of rates do they get; do they vary?=
You can take the standard rate for the last few years as
being 15/« 100. There is a tendency now to reduce that rate.

SENATOR VAN NIEKERE: What does he earn at
that rate?~ It depends, I have had shearers who oesn do
ten, fifteen, and have had some who do 100,

What 1s the average?- On the ordinary farmers
flook, about 30 to 40.

MAJOR ANDF SON: What do these Natives do out
of the shearing season; do they do ordinary farm work?- As
a rule the bulk of these Natives are not locel Natives; they
come in from the Hlubls in the Matatiele district, When the
shearing season is over they go back to the location; but
I would say that, on the whole, these boys do not do ordinary
fam work,

MR, MOSTERT: They get 5/- or 6/- a day on
shearing?- Yes. You have the weather to contend with,

They maybe laid off for s day or two in wet weather and
earning nothing.

Then they get their food?- Yes, they get a
11ttle extra beef to the ordinary ration which the Native
gets during shearing time,

SENATOR VAN NIEEERK: What is the ordinary
ration for @& farm hand?- Well, unlimited meal, salt, milk,
and a good meny farmers sre now giving a small meat ration
as well = mot a regular ration. Sheep are getting low in
vyalue now and the boys get a sheep,

MR . LUCAS Is that an innovation?- Meat?

Yest- It 1s rather; 1t is only Just coming
in now} ﬁan gnnovetion. As Mr. Young corrects me,

n a t of sugar
plus & eertain amoun ’
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SENATOR VAN NIEKERK: Is that a ration for a boy
who works himself, or does it include his family?- Well,
you have different systems, Certain farmers ratiom the
whole family., Certain farmers do not give any land whatever
to plough, They may give a little plece for green mealies,
They feed the man, his wife and femily, and they expect them
all to work as far as they possible oan, Others agaln,
work more on the lsbour tenant system, where they give a
gertain aoreage to plough = it may be two, three, four or
five acres, and the Native 1s rationed himself, but he has
to provide for his family, (Mr. Young): In regard to
rations; I would like to mention it is not a practise actually
to ration a Native. If he cen sit down and eat a bucketful
of meal, he can get 1%, but 1t 1s not oustomary to dish
out » gertain number of pounds of meal to each Native, He
has an unlimited amount of meal - as much as he can eat =~
so long as he does not waste 1it,

MR, MOSTERT: You are not called upon in the
ordinary way to feed the femily unless they workt- Well,
if the family is sctually living on yowr farm and the boy
has no land, then you do feedthe family. To illustrate
it: ; the other day a Native, who has Dbeen in my employ for
some time, = to shew you how they oan live on your farm
and save money as farm labourers = this particular boy
and his wife had not drawn £1.8.6 from me actually in ten
months, They went home for their holiday and drew £16 or
£17 from me, and away they went. So the fam labourer
in this country ocan actually save & lot of money, nowadays,
on his wages if he is careful,

Do you think the farm labourer is better off
than the man who goes to the town?- Yes,

CEAIRMAN: What is your view, Mr. Gilson?-
(Mr. Gilson): You mean between the town labourer and the

farm labourer?

s S
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Yes?- If the farm labourer is working under
good conditions, I would say he is considerably better o f
than the town labourer - normal average condit ions. Some
of course are better than others, May I give my own
position as an 1llustration, I farm fairly extensively;
I keep a farm of 1900 scres, of which the Natives have the
sole use,practically; to all intents and purposes I do not
use that land; 1t lies in what we would call the thoon
gountry, brosdly speaking, Those Natives pay me nothing
in the way of rent, There are perhaps 30 huts on that farm.
They have unlimited grazing for their ocattle, They plough
as much land as they want for the use of their famllies
and themselves, I keep a dipping tank on that farm, which
I keep filled with dip according to the veterinary regula-
tions, and I charge them nothing for dipping; but every
Native there 1s bound to work for me, and far me only, at
15/« a month, up to £1 in a few oases, and they are not
allowed to work elsewhere without my consent. A few years
bagck, these Natives had practically nothing; they were wiped
out with East Soest fever, before that with rinderpest; and
today there are 347 head of Native cattle on that farm,
besides horse and goats which have been accumulated in my
servioce,

MR, MOSTERT: What is the value of the famm
per scre?- Two or three years back £3 an acre, but today
about 25/~ an acre,

MR . LUCAS: But those are exceptionally advan-
tageous terms to Natives?- They probably are, but most
farmers allow Natives to graze a certain amount of stock.
The earnings of & farm boy go very largely into cattle; they
are his ssvings bank.

Take the conditions that are not fairly good.

It seems to me from your spswer there must be a substantial
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number in this distriot. 80 I teke 1t they are not so
well off es a Native who goes to the towns?- You have,

in my opinion, a number of Natives in the town who are
comparatively well off; Natives who have soquired a certain
amount of skill in some trade, and who have a permanment job;
but you have & large floating population in the town. I am
talking about Kokstad. My remarks would apply with even
grester force to the bigger towns; you have a large
floating population of Natives who have very little means

of subslstence at all, :

MR, MOSTERT: Does that farm of yours improve
by having those Natives on 1t?- |No, I should say it 1s
deteriorating.

How many Natives have you there?- I have got
about thirty feamilies,

S0 if you take a very low interest, it would
cost you about £100 s year?- Yes.

You realise that?- Yes; what gpplies to me
applies to a great many other farmers throughout the Union.
The point I want to make 1s, what i1s often stigmatised =s
a low wage in cash is really a very high wage when you
come to the indirect benefits which the Natives and their
families are getting.

MAJOR ANDERSON: You have 30 kraals on that
farm; how many Natives have you got there?- I should think
I have got about 30 to 40; they do not work all the year
round; I have them a holiday always.

MR. LUCAS: Do those that come to work for
you at any time bring thelr wives to work?- No, never,

So they sre separated from their familles,
like the Natives who go to town?= They get a weekend off’
1t is only about 25 wiles away in this particular case,
They have all got horses; a Native thinks nothing of Jumping

on his horse and going home.

P
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SENATOR VAN NIEKERK: You said that the Native
man snd woman earned £1.,2.6 a month?- (Mr, Young): No,
they were sctually earning more, but in ten months they had
saved £17,

But what was their monthly wage?- The boy was
getting about 30/~ and the women about 18/-.

Were they permanently employed?- Yes; they
have only gone home now on holiday, actually,

Do you feed them?- Yes, they are fed on the farm,

MR, LUCAS: 8o they, between them, are getting
£2.8,0 a month?~ Yes,

When all the members of the family have to work,
do the children get paid toof?- Oh, yes, decidedly.

What sort of pay do you give the younger members
of the family?- It depends very much on the size of the
youngster, You cannot get many on farms today under about
10/~ a month. Even so, they soon reckon they are big enough
to earn a bit more; they run up to perhaps 10/6 or 15/=-.

Do you find many of the children sttracted away
from your farm?- Well, there seems to be » tendency among
the Natives today to send their children to be educated.

SENATOR VAN NIEKERK: Is there 2 tendenoy for
the Natives to leave the farms, or is the tendency the other
way round; have you more applications than you ocan put up
with?= In my partioular case?

Well, in general?- Well, I have farmore applica-
tions than I can put up with,

Is that so, Mr. Gilson?- (Mr. Gilson): A%
present, yess 1t 1s very marked this year; but generally
speaking, I would say there are very few farms which do not
get more or less their full complement of labour,

DR, FOURIE: Have you written bontracts with the

Natives?- No, it is just a general agreement; there 1s no

e S e Bl e e —
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specific contract as a rule,

Why is that?- I do not shink it 1s necessary;
it 1e not found to be negessary,

The Natives do not ask for it?- No, never.
(Mr. Young) I do not think the Native likes to be bound over;
he prefers to Le a freelaunce. So far as the farmer 1s
ooncerned, the Native can leave more or less when he wants to,
on & month's notice in most cases,

SENATOR VAN NIEKERK: Are the rations the
farmers give their Natives sufficlent to give them stamina
to keep them going?~ Oh, yes, (Mr, Gilson): I would say
there 1s no deterioration in the physique of the Natives.

(Mr, Young) In fsct they ere very mach better o £ than
they are at home,

Take Buropean rations - sugar, tes, vegetables
and 80 onj most farmers say they oriy give them mealiemeal,
mealie porridge and sugar or milk; 4is that sufficient for
a Native to do hard work on?- I do not think a Native
works very hard on a farm, does he?

MR, LUCAS: Is not that a point that has to
be considered, wher. there is a complaint that there is,
in many distr’ats, a shortage of Native lsbour?- Yes,

Can more be got out of the Native if he has
more of a ration than mainly mealie wmeal?= I do not think so;
I think the food he gets today om the farms is plenty for
his requirements,

At the rate he works now?- iven if there 1is
heavy work to do, he can oarry on all day,

For long?- As long as you want him to ocarry

on that partiocular work.

Would not » better diet for the Natives on
the farms make for better work on the farms?- A Native on
deal of milk,

..‘_.' 3
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In some distriets, nd all; 4in your distriot
he practicelly does; 1t 1s a dairy district?- In our
district he does. For idstence, there is no cheese made
on Sunday and he gets the whole of the milk; it may be
150 or 200 gallons of milk; he would get a2 sugar ration,
and, as you know, if a cow or sheep dies - as they are always
dying on a ferm - that mest is used by the Natives, s0 he
does get almost e regular meat rationm,

Do you think that milk addition to his diet
helps to keep up his stamina while at wark?- Well, as long
ax I have been associated with the Native I have never seen
¢nses where one would reckon that a boy was getting insuf-
fiolent nourishment,anyhow for the work he has got to do.

Are you getting the work out of these people
that you would get if they were fed on a hardworking diet?-
Yes, I decidedly think I am,

MR. MOSTERT: Do you consider farm work hard
work for Natives?- (Mr. Gilson): No.

Do you think the same, Mr. Young?- (Mr. Young)
No, 1t 1s not; deoidedly not.

It is a soft job?- Yes; he inspans an ox,
the ox pulls the plough, and he walks alongside.

And on his ration he ¢an very well do the job
that 1s required of him?- Yes, end have lots to spare,

Do you agree with that Mr. Gilson?- (Mr.Gilson)
Yes; not only that, but you will find this; not only when
nightfsll comes are they comparatively fresh, but they sare
fresh emough to chase round after the girls and to come
fresh sgain to work in the morning. If they were starved

they oould not do that,
Have you known a Native, after his day's work,

take & 20 mile walk and come back the next morning?- (Mr.
Young): I bave known them do ten. (Mr. Gilson) I would not

ey 4 0 B SRR dgei
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say twenty, but 1%t is very common for them to go to a kraal
miles away to see their girls and come back in the morning.
(Mr, Young): There is just one other thing that should
not be lost sight of, There is no doubt that, in this
country,anyhow, round about our part, the Native, apart from
bhis ration, makes that mahou drink. You can do what you
1ike but you cannot stop it. They call it mahou, but
sometimes 1t 1s real beer; but that also is a very sustaining
food, I think.

MR, MOSTERT: It i2 done 21l over the country
7= Yes, it 1isa,

It is a splendid food?- Yes, it is, (Mr.
Gilson): In connection with farm labour, may I say this,
that there 1s no doubt 2 tendency to build up gredually
what I would call a peasant population of agriocultural farm
labourers throughout the country. At one time - I think
Mr, Young will bear me out - speaking of a few years back,
we used to get boys, perhaps for six months; they would
then be mine boys, the next six months they were pulling
a rickshe, the next six months they would be kitohen boys,
and they would come and work on a farm for six months, Well,
that wandering type, so far as the farmers are concerned,
19 dying out and youx are gradually getting a fixed population
who are 1!;1135 entirely on Buropesn farms and not in Native
locetions at all, and their children are growing up almost
as farm labourers. That 1s more valuable labour than
that I have desoribed; and there is a tendency there to
pay higher wages,

Does the quality of the work improve?- Yes,

MR. LUCAS: Is anything done to accelerate
the rate at which he would get that skill, by training him?-
No; that is a point I would make to this Commission: Iif
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any general scheme to improve the economic condition of the
Natives 1s insugurated, the most valuable factor would be
some possible means whereby a Native could acquire more
skill in whatever ocalling it 1is,

Has not the ocustom been just to take on a
Native and let him pick up the work?- Yes, that has beamu so,
I think 1t is very largely owing to the overcrowding of the
Native reserves that these Natives are living almost entirely
on the farms and are soquiring that skill and becoming more
valuable labour,

MAJOR ANDERSON: Do you contemplate some

training institution for farm hbou-n;ﬂ- Now, you are
asking me a very diffioult question, because you are dealing
with such enormous numbers that I would say i1t would be a
drop in the bucket. I tell you what I would suggest =
perhaps it 1s outside your province to consider it - but I
would think 1t might be possible, in the case of famm
Natives who are in the perpetual employ of farmers, to
exempt them from the poll tax, I will tell you frankly
that you are losing a very large amount of your taxation.
It is not often paid by the farm Natives in any case; there
is absolutely no record of them; they move about from
farm to farm sad their record is lost. I think 1%t would
be sn inducement for Natives to reside permenently on the
farms and aoquire more skill in their calling, if that
partioulsri tax were dropped.

MR. LUCAS: Could farmers do more by explaining
the reason why things should be dome and how they should
be done - to train their Natives and to make them skilled
more rapidly than they sre now?- No, unless the farmer
is to be like a schoolmaster, Where there is work to be
done by Natives, he does his best %o make the Native

familiar with that work,
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the reason why things should be done and how they should
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familiar with that work,
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Do many of them explain why? It seems to me
that is one of the thinge that is lacking, this making the
Native understand why a thing should be done and not so
magh how it should be donme; do you not think that would
be an adventage?- (Mr, Young) The Native is instinctively
a fermer and he sees the work .tut is done on the farms -
and that he works on, There is no doubt about it that,
in many cases, they are copylug this work in the locations.
For instance, today if you go to the locations - the ome I
am mssoclated with = Makubas, in the district - you will
see their grezing lands fenced off; you will see, instead
6f growing only mealies as they used to, they will grow teff,
oats, wheat or anything of that desoription, and it is out
and stacked carefully, and instead of the old system of
Jn::;g.ok:un:‘tnmhm have it, or eat 1%, as they used %o,
the food is preservedénd it is dished out to the stock as
the winter oomes om, but it only applies where the lands are
. fenced and the stuff is osrted to the Native® pertioular Hut
and dished out from there.

Have you had any knowledg of any other part
of Sémth Africa?- Wo.

You Mr. Gilson?- (Mr, Gilson): WNatal and
the Natal territories I know very well; I see a good deal
of the Native distriots right down Umtata way.

Could you make any comparison as to the ef-
fiolenoy of the reserve Natives here in counection with
farming, and the reserve Natives in any other part of the
country. 1 am taking it from the farmer's point of view;

I am taking Crown lands?- I think the average Native in
gast Griqualand is probably as skilled, if I may put 1t so,
in his o“upation., as any Native in any part of the Union,
1 sm rather {mpressed with the Free State Natives, from



-, 2002

Mr, Gilson and Mr, Young

what I have seen of them. You see, we are farming on a
very big and varied scele here, There are all sorts of
farming operations going on in Bast Griqualand; we are
general fermers, and I think the Natives here have sequired
a greater skill than Natives in any other part of the Union
that I know of ,

Which part of the Free State have you in mind?-
Bethlehem and so on., But even here there is more mixed
farming than there is in that portion of the Free State.

CHAIRMAN: Is there any tendency om the part
of the farmers to tide their Natives over periods of difficulty
7« Absolutely; you mean starvation trouble and so on?

When they have had bad orops or anything of

that kind, or illness?- I would say absolutely. I cannot
reonll a single case where I have known a farmer deliberately
/}g:t: f:"-liu having to supply them with grain during an
ensuing period of scarcity; I have never known that,

MR, LUCAS: Do you know of any who have taken
advantage of that to charge excessive prices or demand undue
service im return?- I would say that tendency is not general.

But there are cases, I take 1t?- I expect you
would find csses, You will find cases of extortion, if you
1ike to eall it so, in any walk of 1ife; but I would say
it is not gemeral,

No; but we know it ocours in some parts?- I
would 1ike Mr, Young to answer that question; but I would
say, from my point of view, it is not anything like a practige,
(Mr. Young): I ocan say I know of no oase where such a thing
has happened. I agree with Mr. Gilson,

GHAIRMAN: When one oonsiders the wages that
are paid, one cannot assume that it is on the same basis as

a wage paid to & journeyman; he gets so much money and then
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it 1s no cmoern of the emyloyer what happens to him?- No;
I think the Native here is very well looked after, You like
a Native to work for you and you like him to stick to you as
far as possible, because it i3 only natural, if you are
getting new boys every day of your life, you have to be
training new boys every day; whereas, if s new boy stops
with you for a long time you look after him better for that
reason, 8o the farmer encourages him to stay,

MR, LUCAS: Have you had any cases of famers
being boycotted in this distriot?= I have heard of them in
a roundabout way, but it is certainly very exceptional,

(Mr. Gilson): May I smplify thet remark of Mr, Young's.
There is no doubt,-certainly in a lesser degree than obtained
in former days -, & certain eassance of the feudal system
among the Natives on the farms; they have a certain clmim
on their employers there is no doubt; but in the case of
siockness of s woman, they will never go to a doctor, they
will always come first to the farmer, There is no doubt

a very much closer cooperation between the farm Native &nd
his employer than there is between the towm Notive and his
employer.,

M7 . MOSPERT: The women as well es the children
7« Yes, most dedbdedly.

MR. LUCAS: Do you notice sny signs in this
distriot bresking down?- I would say it is increasing,

CHAIRMAN: On account of the greater gertainty
of having your labour force?- Yes; and on acgount, as I
gaid before, of the rather more settled population among the
Natives, that is gradually coming about.

Instead of a Native pastoral class, which is
sti11l very general, you are graduelly getting the imergence
of the Native pessant clsss?- I think I would agree with
that. ‘ﬁ. -_!m) I expect you have haed evidence omn
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Native housing; Native housing in this country is generally
good,

MR, LUCAS: Is there plenty of housing material,
fugh as thatoh, timber and so on?- Yes, it is either a m
sod hut or stone hut, as regards the bullding. As a rule
the living luts up here are very comfortable,

Is the t¥pe of housing improving that the Natives
themselves build?- I think they are the same old hut,

Are they introducing windows?- Not very much.
Ventilation is gemerally bad, as a whole, as far as I can see.

Aod chimneys?- Noj; ¢they seem to like the smoke,
There has not been much ohange in the Native hut. They
are still wanting in ventilation, and very badly. But, om
the whole, so far as farmhouses sre concerned, they are
comfortable houses. In these particular houses there are
windows - not that they are used; they are very often stuffed
up, (Mr, Gilson) If you put up a very good buillding with
every convenience, you will find a Native will go to his
own hut; he prefers 1%, There are very few barracks on
farms here; each 1little family lives by itself in most cases.
(Mr. Young): With regard to the type of stock; %o me,
one would have to be very careful about changing the type
of stoock the Native has, He has the Native stock, whioch
is 8 hardy stook. It is adapted to and ocan stand hard
conditions. In most ocases where these reserves are,
there is very little control over the feeding. The beast
nas to come over and get fat quigkly and then live on nothing.
To change the type of stoeck,; I think, would be very dangerous,
There is another thing that has ocourred to me in connection
with the locations, and that 1s,I notice certain individuals
in a logation seem to agounulate a tremendous lot of stock.

After sll, they pay the same poll tax and that sort of thing
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and 1t does not seem to me quite a fair thing to the other
Natives on the location, because one boy may have two or
three head and plough a fair smount, whereas the Native
with a big lot of stook gets the same privileges over his
land #s the man with less stook.

You reckon he should be taxed ower and above

a certaln number?- Yes, say limited; I think he should be {

limited to a gertain number. Certainly he should have to

pay for the privilege he gets for carrying that very much

bigger number of stook,
CHAIRMAN: Is that common, that they hold a

large number of stook?- Some Natives own a lot of stoek, yes,
Do you find some in every location?- You find

odd ones in every location, yes, The lsbour conditions

are very good just now, which is exceptional; they are

better than they have ever been. It is on aceount of

the shortage of food probably, :
MR. LUCAS: You mean, the supply 1s better?- Iu..{i

The Commission adjourned at 12,25 p.m, %o
near evidence at Flagstaff on the 6th November.






