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Charles Kayser Scott
TIVE ONOMIC 35I0N

KSTAD 4th NOVEMBER 1930 11,20 a.m,

FORTYFIR ¢ SITTING

PRESENT:
Dr, J. E., Holloway, GChairman
Major W.R, Anderson, lr.’A.I. Mostert
Dr. H.Q.M. Fourie, Dr, A,W. Roberts
Mr. F.A.W, Luocas, K.C. Senator PiW,le Roux van Niekerk.

¥r, C. Paye, Secretary,

Mr, Charles Kayser Sgott, ocslled and examined:=

CHAIRMAN: You have been a farmer in this district
for & considerable period, 1 understand?- That is so. For
some 25 years and more.

Could you give the Commission an idea of the terms
on which Native farm labour is engaged inm this district;
hava you got labour tenants, uugurn, here?- Not now, but
in the early days we used to have families on the farms and
they did six months wa' k, turn and turn about, that is to
say any males who were in the kraals, Then the Govermment
brought in the Lebour Tenant Tax one day, undter which we had
to take out loeation licenses if we kept on squatters on the
six months' basis. The result was that most of us did
away with the squatters after that, and now the boys who
work for us have to work for us throughout the year, They
work year in and year out.

Do they still reside on the farms?- Oh, yes,
they reside on the farm with their families generally, but
there are some without families.

You are now referring to the positiom prior %o
Unlon = the Agt to which you are referring was passed by
the Cape House of Parliament prior to Union?- Yes, that is
so. I do not Jmow the exact date when that was passed,

but I should say it came in not later tuam about liil. g
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At present your lsbour is on a wage basis?e
Yes, 1t is simply what you oan pick up and, usually, when
you get them, it is Just when they get pushed for money.

Do they come in from the neighbouring reserves?-
Yes, they come in from the locations.

Cen you tell us what wages are pald by the farmers
?= Well, I am peying 34/~ per month, that is for an aduls,
and that is with food and quarters.

Is that in the case of a Native who lives on the
farm with his family?= I have to pay them the same whether
they live on the farm with their family or not, and very
often they also have to have a plece of ground in addition,

So there is no difference in the wages whioch are
paid to the Natives who come to work casually, and the Natives
who stay?- No, there 1s no difference, In the case of the
one man, he does not stay, he stops with you far a 1little
while and then goes. But the other one you have 2 gertain
hold on, The one man only works until he has enough money
to pay his taxes, or whatever it 1s, Perhaps he only wants
money to pay for a wife or to pay for & wife for his son or
sons, and when he hss enough money, he just gives a month's
notice and of f he goes, But the other man stays onm.

The labour which lives on your farm, 1s that
more or less permanent, Do they stay long?- Yes, they do.
I have boys there who have been with me as long as ten years.
Some stay longer snd some stay less,

You are now referring to Natives and nd to
Griquas?= Yes, I am referring to Natives only.

Now you say that you pay 30/- per month to your
sdult Natives; would that be more or less the average rate
of wages that is paid in this district?- No, I do not think
80,

What would be about the average?- I should think
1t would be about £1 per month, but I want to say this, that
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of course I think we who are nearer to the towm have %o
pey higher wages than those farmers wiho are farther out;
and then why I have to pay a higher wage than most people
is becsuse I run a2 milk cart into the town and my boys have
to be up early in the morning to milk the cows,

Is it customary for these Natives on the famms
to get land to cultivate?- Well, most of them get a Dbit
of lend to oultivate and then they have a few head of cattle
too running on the farm. That is fairly customary.

How much lsnd @ they get?- About five or six
acres, 1 suppoae.

Do you set any limit on the number of animals
that they are allowed to run on the farm?- Yes, to a certain
extent I do.

What 1limit do you set?- When you find that
they sre getting over ten heads then you tell them that they
mast move some of the stoek off.

Ten head of big stock that 1s?- Yes, big stock;
I do not allow them to keep goats o sheep.

Do you go in for sheep yourself?- I do.

Is the wage labour living on your farm - is 1%
easl 1y avallable in this distriet, or is it diffiocult to get
7- At times 1t 1s diffioult to get, but at other times 1t
18 easy., It all depends,

At what times is it easy to get?- At times of
sosraity of food and when they have to pay the ir taxes, but
at other times it 1s very hard to get. :

Do you find difficulty in getting labour at
their own ploughing times?- Yes, it depends, of course,
on the orops which the Natives have. 1f they have plenty
of food, it is difficult to get them to ocome to work.

You mean, if they have good orops the previous
season, that it is difficult to get them to ocome to work
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the next season?- Yes, if they have pleaty of food them
they will not work.,

What 18 Sheds-sebbon- the reation that is normally
given %o a Native working on a farm?- For 2 man and his wife
a paraffin tin of meallies,

Do they get meat?- No, they do not, they do not
get it regularly. It is given sometimes.

Do they get anything else?- Well, we either give
them milk or sugar.

And nothing else?- No, we give them nd hing else,

MAJOR ANDERSON: How much sugar do you give them?-
Well, I suppose you Just give your gang about 3 lbs. a day.

Do they get it daily?- Yes, they get it daily.

MR, LUCAS: What is the size of a gang?- A gang
is about 12 to 15 boys ordinarily.

MR, MOSTERT: Do the farmers in your distriect
also give oattle in lieu of money?- Yes, they do.

Is that exceptional or 1s it umal?- It 1s not
exceptional, it 1s often done. Very often a Native will
prefer to work for sn animal or a besst,

And what would he get per annum, one @ two beastas?
It would all depend upon the value of the stook.

Abd, of course, on the size and the age of the
animal?- Yes, it would depend on that.

Is it gemerslly a heifer or & tolley?- It all
depends what it is form. If he wents it for dowry then he
1s satisfied with a tolley or with so many tollies.

How meny tolllies would he get a year?- I should
think he would get about three or four.

CHAIFMAN: That is for a Native warking the full
year?- Yes, it would De.

MR . MO TERT: The value would depend on the tolle)
or on the time of the year?- It would depend upon the size

of the stooke
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Now you also give them certain areas of land, }
sbout 5 scres, I believe?- That is so. |

And have you got to plough that for them?- Yes,

1 have to plough it for them.

With your owan plough and oxen?- Yes,

The crop which that land ylelds is his own?- Yeos.

What does he more or less get per aore, either |
in kaffir corn or mealies?= Well, that 1s a very difficult
question to snswer, One season he will get a good erop and
the next season he may get nothing at all, \

Now let us put it this way, what 414 he get
last year, how many bags per acre?- Legt year they had a
bad erop, %o one cannot go by that.

And the year before?- The year before it was a ’
feirly good orop. _

Would you say that they got sbout six or seven ‘
bags to the scre?- No, no, 1 do not suppose they would get
that, At the utmost they would get five or six to the acre;
no, you ¢sn say they would get four or five to the acre.

Would you shy that the Native would get about
30 bags in all?- Yes.

That is in a good season?- Yes.

And what would he get in a bak season?- Well,

{n a bad season he might get about one third of that.

But he would get sufficient to feed himself and
his femily?- Yes, he usually has to buy if he has not got
sufficient.

But as a rule, does he not get sufficlent?- As
a rule he does get sufficlent, and if he is careful he will
get through.

Therefore, what you do is this; you pay him
first of all a cash wage and then you plough so much land
for him, which is his owm, and then he oan run s0 many head

of stook on the famt- That is so.
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Does that boy use fertillzers?- No, he does not.

They do not use the kreal manure, do thoﬁ- -No,
as a matter of faot they do not have a kraal for the stook
at all, Their stock usually run asbout in the paddocks and
they only bring theni to the huts to milk,

Now, in regard to this old system of squatting,
did you farmers find that eoonomical? It did not pay you,
414 1%, and you found it better to pey a wage?- It depends
on the size of your farm, If you have a small farm it
would not pay you, but if you have a large farm it would be
better,

But in proportiom, after all, it is so much area
used, is not that sot- Yes, that 1s so,

Big or small?= Quite so,

CHAIRMAN: That system has been out of use for
quite a long time?- Yes, it has,

And wheh 1t was in force, the farmers were hold-
ing more land than they are today, the farms were bigger?- Yes

And in those days it might have paid?. In those
days, of course, labour was so nch oheaper than 1t is today
and one never paid a boy more than 10/~ per month then.

You are referring to 25 years ago?- Yeos.

MR. MOSTERT: Do you find that there is much
difference now if you have a Native on your farm as a squatte:
or quasi-squatting under the present system. When you have
a working boy, he has his wife, and doe s he have his family
there as well?- Yes, he doess

That is quasi-sguatting, is it not?- No. Of
gourse, his wife has to work too, under the present system.

CHAIRMAN: Does she get paid?- Yes, she does.

MAJOR ANDERSON: They have to work the whole
year through nowt- Yes.

Are they allowed off at any time?- Yes, you let

them off for & meath or so.

T TP
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If you let then of f for six months, would that be
an infringement of the Act, would they be squatters again?-
If you were to do that, then you would come under the
locations Aot, they have to be in your employ, and you ¢sn
only give them leave under the present conditions.

MR. LUCAS Do you pay them during their leave?=
I usually do.

MR MOSTERT: You say that you do pay them during
their leave?- Yes, but it depends a lot on the boy. If he
is a good boy then you pay him, but if he is not good then
you do not pay him,

MR. LUCAS: But in your own case, do you gener-
ally pay your Native when they are awsy on leave?- 1 would
not say that I pay all of them, I pay some of them,

Do you pay the majorityt- Yes, I do.

CHAIRMAN: What wage do the women get who work
on the farm?= The women usually get sixpence a day.

And whet sort of work are they engaged on?- They
do hoeing, reaping and so on, 0f course , if they are reap-
ing, then you pay them by the bag, or per 100 1lbs, You pay
them by the bag for mealies and by the pundle for forage.

Do the women do the household dubiés?- Some of
them do in this distriote

Whet is the gemeral practice here, do you have
male or female domestic gservants?- Female servants.

Does the male domestic gervant ocour on farms?-
Yes, ocoasionally you get male domestic servants,

It is an exception rather then the rulet- Yes.

MR. LUCAS: Do you require the children to work
too?- It all ¢epends. When they get 0ld enough to work
‘they do work, but not otherwise,

Do you take them on, or do you require them to
leave the farm?- ¥o, you do not ask them to leave, you take

them oOng m is what I dos
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It would be all that. I used to be p ying &i and my neigh-
bours were paying 15/-, :

Thet is ten years ago?- Yes, ten years ago,

It hes risen from £1 to 30/-7- Yes.

Otherwise, conditions are the same?- Yes,

Then the ration which you mentioned, do you con=
sider that that is a satisfactory ration for hard work?-
Well, that is the acknowledge ration which one gives here,

Admitting that 1t is the acknowledge ratiom,
do you think that physiologieslly it is a sound rat ion?-
Yes, I think so.

Do you think it is a satisfactory ration for
maintaining strength for hard work?- They do well on i,
I think, I do mot think it is insufficient, _

When you say that, do you mean that they get fat
or strong?- They get fat om 1%.

That is rather different - do they get strong?-
Well, they get fat and they are working, so they get strong
as well, That is what I mean,

Do you not think that you would get better result:
with a better ration?- What do you mean by that?-

A more balsnced ration?- When I said that that
was the ration for s men and a woman, I want to point out
that the boys that are working have their three meals a day
cooked for them. Thet is another point,

They get mealle meal?- Yes, that 1s so,

But I was sssuming that the mealies would be
cooked?- Yes, even boys who get their ration are usually
boys who have not got their lend. Otherwise, there 1s
usually s meal cooked. Some farmers cook & midday meal
for them, but in other cases again their wives have to ocook
their food and take it to them wherever they are workinge

My pojnt was, that a dlet composed almost en-
tirely of ‘ﬁ meal with a little sugar and meat, could

s ol i WO &
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hardly be cslled adequate?- Well, they make all sorts o
things out of their meallie meal. Y

You mean, they make morouch?= They make it up
into morouch end merowe and beer and other things, and if they ;
have cows, they grind it up and they put milk into it or amass
whioh 1s prectically the same food as they have in the ir owm
kraals, They make 1t into all kinds of things.

And if they have not got cows?- Then they either
get the milk from the farmer or else they have sugar, |

Do you consider Native farm labour economigeal,
or 1s 1t wasteful?= Do you mean compared with Europesn 1sbourt

Does it lead to economicel ferming., I gather |
that this 1s a rich distriot. Would you say that the Native
labour tends to make famming efficient or not?- Yes, I
think 1t 1s as effiolient as it can be made, I do not quite
follow you: do you mean whether they are more efficient than
machinery would be?

Thet is one thing wich is involved in it. I |

should like your views generally om the subject?- Well, I
think that they are more economiod than machinery.

And is there any other sart of lsbour available
in this district, other than Native lsbour; Griguas, for
instance, Are there Griquas who are farm servants?- No,
very few, just an odd one here and there, headboys and that
sort of thing.

Has there been any employment of Buropeans in
this distriot as farm lsbourera?= No, not as lsbourers, only
as absistants on the farms,

Do you mean a sort of foreman?- Yes, a farmer
\¢ he had & large farm, would have an assistant to help him
or something of that sart.

You get a certain number of lsbourers in from

time to time to work on the farm, who do not live there
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ordinarily, How long do you get them in for, what is the
usual period; 1s theére a fixed period?- WNo, there is not,

Do you usually require them to come for not lese
than three months?- If you did that, then at once they
would not work. They would not come at all,

Do you get any who stay six months?- Yes, some
will stay six months and some will stay longer.

And they come without their families?- Yes, |

MAJOR ANDERSON: Do they have to give notice |
before they leave?- Yes, they have to give a month's notice.

Do you insist upon their giving a month's nctice?~
I do, |

MR. LUCAS: And you yourself, do you give them
one month's notice of the termination of their services?-
Yes, I do,.

Do you have sny system of training these Natives
in the work they have to do, or do they have %o p_iok it up

as best they oan?- Most of them have a gertain idea o
the work on a farm, They know & falr amount about 1%, !
Now, you said that youw Natives did not use
fertilizer or manure, Have you yourself taken any steps
to enoourage them to do 1t%- No, it would simply mean that
I would have to give it to them and I would have to put 1t
on to the lend far them, .
Have you ever explained to them why you use forti%
1iger on youf own land?- No, I have not explained it to them
Now, when cattle sre given in lieu of money
wages, is there a reasonable relation between the two, is
the value of the cattle equivalent to the money wage?- You
work it out on his money wage.
Would that be arranged beforehand or afterwarda?-
He usually arranges it beforehand becsuse he wants the beast
stra ight off. Say you were selling him a beast for six or
seven pounds, He would take the beast away and work 1t out.
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He would get the beast first?- Yes,that 1s so,
that 1s » usually the case, but some people keep the beast
as seourity until the Natives have worked out their time for
such a beast, )

Does that system only apply to those who come to
work temporarily, or does it also apply to the boys who wark
regularly on the farm and live there?- Yes, some boys who
work on the farm also work for stook,

And sre they sllowed to keep the stock on the farm?-
Yesn, they are,

Is there any diffioculty ebout their taking the stool
gway if the number of their stook gets larger than what the
farmer will allow?- Of course, thet is getting rather
diffioult,

Havefou any Natives coming to you for the purpose
of earning oattle who are then prevented from taking the
cattle bsok to their own tribal lands?~ Yes, just lately I
have hed that trouble arise.

I1s not that likely to affeot the labour supply.
will the Natives oome out and work, are they likely ?o come
out to work, if, by getting eosttle, they cannot go back to
their reserves?- I think the trouble was that their srea
was so overstocked that the Magistrate would not allow them
to bring in any more stocke

Yos, I have heard of that difficulty, but what
I want to know is this, is that not 1likely toO hmuta effect
of stopping the supply of lsbour to these sreas?- Yes, I
think it might heve that effect.

Now, about these wages, the wage level in thias
distrioct, Do you think that that wage is today an adequate
wage for the Native?- Yes, I think so, quite .

From what point of view, from whet he is worth to
you or from the point of view of his needs?- From both

points of view, I think.
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Well, I understood t‘ru you that higher wages
were an attraction and were taking the younger ones away
from you %0 the towmns. Is not that reather a sign that the
wages sre not regarded as adequate here?- Well, I suppose
they will go sway to where they can get higher wages.

Will not the farmers be obliged to raise their
wages too - will not the Natives ask for 1t?- Then they
will have to get of f the ferms,

Who will get off the farms, the white men?- Yes.

MR. MOSTERT: According to the price of your
products today, ¢sn you really afford to pay as much ss you
are doing now?- No,

You told us just nmow that you give yowr Natives
a paraffin tin full of mealies per week?- I said that that
was the considered rationm.

What does he do with the balance, becsuse he
gannot possivly eat it all. A tin mskdy holds about 25 to
350 1bs., what does he do with the rest?- Well, they get
rid of it somehow, I do not know what they do with 1t,

Do they sell it?- I do not know, but some o
them come back in three or four days time, if they think
you are soft, and they tell you their foai is all finished.

So that you just give them a sort of random
ration, and that is the peraffin tin?- Yes.

Now, the farmers who give either a heifer ar
a2 tolley to the Native, or so many per annum, do they give
1t when the boy begins to work? Does the farmer point out
"phat is your tolley snd that is your heifer, and when you
have worked for it it is yours"t- Yos, sometimes that is
80, That is not the genersl practice.

Now, you have %o keep that tolley or that
heifer on your farm?- Yes.
And in the meantime you have to feed 1t?- That

is %0,
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And it has the grazing. Tell me, what is the
difference in the value, after two year, from the day you
give it to the Native until two years after?- The value
would have risen from £3 to £5.

Therefore, the value of the snimal has increased
t~ Yes, it has very much,

And if you did not give that heifer to the
Native, 1t would have been worth that much to you?- Yes,

Now, if it 198 s heifer, does that lnt_in to
whom you gave that heifer, supply the bull for the heifer?-
No, he does mot supply 1t,

You supply it yourse 1if?- Yes, I do.

CHAIRMAN: You mentioned that the Native who
worked, sometimes had to supply lobolo for his son to get a
wife. Is that a usual practice? Is it usual for the man
to come and work for lobolo for his son?e Yes, I think so;
He is responsible for the lobolo for his som. That 1s the
cus tom,

Do Natives who have reached the age when they
have marriageable sons still as a rule go out %o work?- I
think so, so far as I knov,

Do they all do so, or only to a certain extent
9- Most of the ferm labour oonsists of men, or quite a
pumber of them are men who would have sons who have reached
the marriagesble age, I should say.

Is that the labour living on the farm?- Yes .,

Lebour coming out from the reserves to work
on the farms - do they come out to wark for that; let me
put it this way, do you find the older men coming out for
that?- Yes, we find the older ones do come out.

To what age about, do they come out?- 1
should say that they come out to the age of 50 or 60 years,

As 0ld as that?- Yes, I think so, and we find
that they are more reliable than the younger omes, because
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the younger ones are inelined to be running off at night
for sprees that may be on, and they are apt to get off on
all sorts of pretexts, #so we find that the old men are
steadier and better for your work.

Now, the labour diffioulty which you do have,
does that all arise from the faot that, apart from the labour,
which lives on the farm, the other labour which you get is
purely casual an?- Yes,

Most of your ) bour which comes from the reserves
is purely casual lebour?- That is so.

SENATOR VAN NIEKERK: Are you a sheep farmer
too?= Yes, I am,

And if your sheep die, what do you do?- Usually
the Natives get them to eat,

Is that cond dered part of their ration?- No,

Do they regard it as suoch?- No, I do not think
s0, Unless I tell them that they can eat it, they do not
take 1it,

No, but it usually goesto them?- (No answer ),

MR. LUCAS: Do all farmers allow them to have
the dead sheep?- Yes, most of them do.

But some would rather destroy the carcass than
let the Natives have it?= Of course, it all depends. I1r
you are at all suspicious then you do not let them have it,
If, for instance, you suspect that the animal has been
killed by them, then you would not let them have 1%,

SENATOR VAN NIEKERK: Does that system give
them a fair supply of meat?- No, I do not think so,

You do mot supply them with any other meat, you
do not i1l an animal for them, fdr instance?- Oh, yes,
st sheering time you may kill a sheep for them, or if they
are working with the sheep, you will sometimes kill a

sheep for them.
Have you ever compered the stamina of the
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Native with that of the white man., You see, they eat two
different kinds of food; the Natives eat one kind of thing
and the Europeans another; now what I want to know is
does that Native in stamina stand up to the white manf?-
lo;. I do not think he oesn.

Have you ever tried to do a hard days wark

against a Native?. Yes, I have.

And do you beat him?- Yes, usually I do,

Do you think that is more on account of yomr
piysioal strength, or for what reason?- I 'but him because,
wien 1 work, I do not only use my physical strength, but I
use my brain as well, That 1s a great thing,

It 1s not merely a question of power or musclef?e
N¥o, I think the white men knows better than the Native how
to apply his strength in his wark.

MR, LUCAS: Do you teach the Native how to use
his brain in the way in which you would do the same work?e
Well, 1f I am shewing him a job I show him how to do it.

SENATOR VAN NIEKERK: Yes, quite so, I know
that es a praotical farmer, but ¥hat I want to bring out is
this, Your brain power is more developed and you cen do
s Job more scientifiocally than a Native osn, but do you
think that a Native, becsuse he eats only mealie meal and
porridge and morouch shd so on, do you think that because
of that he is weaker than you are yourself?- No, he is not,
After all, that is the food which he is ucid to,

DR. ROBERTS: Do you think that, if you were
to give him the same food as you have, he would not be
stronger? If I were to start to feed him on meat and bread,
ne would be ne good at all,

MR. LUCAS: Can you say why the experience is
different in the towns. Take the mines, for instence; they
have to give their Natives a certain diet, and certain
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employers, even in Durbem, have found it necessary to give
s better diet and they have told us that it has made for
better work., Now, whxt why should your experience be
different?- I suppose they cook their own food and they
do it in their own way. I can give you my experience in
regard to that. I may tell you I am a podo player and,
if we go away at any time to play polo somewhere, we take
gome of ouwr boys with us, Our boys always prefer, when
they go away with us, that we should give them a pot and
give them mealie meal and sugar, rather than that they
should go and buy things ready cooked for them. We have
to feed them if we take them with us, :

Do you think that they would refuse meat if ym
were to give it to them?- We usually give them a few shil-
lings when we go away, just to feed themselves, But in
regard to meat - a Native will always get meat if he ocan
get hold of 1t%.

I am speaking of the Natives on the farm, not
of those who go away to the towns, and I do not think that
they would refuse meat if you were to offer 1t to them, even
were you to give it to them every day?- No, certainly not,

SENATOR VAN NIEKERK: Your point ls, that if
you gave a Native money to buy bread and meat, he would say
"No, give me my porridge, I am more gatisfied with that"?=-
Yes, 1 suppose that woald beso.

MR, M(B TERT: And you give them lllﬂ- I do
not give my boys milk, exgept those who have their own cows.
I give my boys sugar and I find that they c=n work better
on that becsuse milk 1s inolined to make them sleepy.

CHA IRMAN: Is that because they eat so much
more porridge 1f they have milk on it?- I would not say
that. As a matter of fact I db not know whether they

would eat more.
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Do they nh”:“pr‘utin of collecting various
nerbs for morouch?=- m you mem . Just now, the
women are oollecting a lot of spinach.

What sort of greens do they collect for 1t7-
Wateroress and what they o¢all pigsweed. I think those are
the prinoipal components, There sre other kinds of spinach
too, but I do not know what they are. I have just seen
women colleot them in the old lands,

What is the word used for it in Nosa?- They ecall
it imifino, I believe., That is the same as what we oall
spinach, and that would include all forms of spinach,

SENATOR VAN NIEEERE: There must be more in that
spinach than we think?- Yes, I would certainly thing so.
You see them colleoting a lot, but it is looked upon more as
a womsn's food than a man's food,

Men are very fond of 1t too, are they not?- Yes,
some men will eat it snd they mix 1t up in their porridge.

QMAIRMAN: They collect the pigsweed when it is
young?= That is so.

SENATOR VAN NIEXERK: These people who work om
your farm, do they work on a written or a verbal comtract?e
They work on verbal contract.

Have you never found cases where it was necessary
to have written contracts?- No.

Are there mayy disputes?- No, I very seldom
have any, We very rarely hear of any.

Your pay, is that on the calendar month or on
thirty days?« On the calendar month.

Now, when you give a heifer or a tolley in lieu
of money, do you arrange beforehand with the Native what is
the value of the beast, and do you say "I shall sell you
this beast for £4 or £5", or do you say to the Native "You
have to work four a five months for that beast"?- No,
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1 say my price for the beast bs =0 much and you have to work
g0 many monthas for it, It does happen sometimes that they
do not stay the whole of the time, and then they have to
pay the balsnce that is due,

MP. LUCAS: At the rate of 30/- per month?- No,
they have to psy the balence of the value of the beast.

You caloulate the time they work at 30/- per
month?- One would csloulate at the wage which they draw,

SENATOR VAN NIEKERK: You say that the young men
are leaving the farm?e No, I 4id not say that, they are not
leaving my farm, There is no Native who lives on my farm
who oan leave to go anywhere else, If he lives there he
nas got to work for me; he is there as my servant, and if
_ he wants to leave he has to give me a month's motice, but
not otherwise.

I thought you said that the tendency of the young
men was to leave the farm and go to the toms?« What I meant
was, not to leave the farms, but that we oould not get the
logal boys, I said that, instead of coming to the farms
the young boys went %o look for work in the towns, and I
was referring to the boys from locations.

MR. LUCAS: I was dealing with the boys who were
the sons of the families on your farms?- No, I did not mean
thet, I said that, inm regard to the children Who were
growing up on the farm, we were only too glad to get them
to work for us.

Yes, but I understood you to say that they very
freqiently would mot stay om the farm?- No, what I meant
to ssy was that we were not getting the younger bo_r: on the
farms, the wanfasns whom Wo use fo sending messages/for
lesding and for thiags of that sort, I meant to say that
that class of boy was not coming to us any more.

Where do they go?- That eclass is going to the
mines or to the towns,
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Take the families on your farms, As the boys
grow up belorging to these families, do they stay on and
work for you, or do they go swey to the towns?- No, they
stey orn and work for us,

You do not lose meny of them?- No, mot many,
Just en occasiona) one.

Mr, James Charles Ross, oalled and examined:

CHAIRMAN: You are an inapector .r_nun
sohools in this srea?- I am an inspsotor of schools in this
area,

I understand that there are dertain matters
whioh you wisda to speak about, matters in regard to edusation
in the territories?. I was asked to come and answer a few
questions, and I am sorry that I have not had time te pre-
pare a general statement, but 1f there are any points whioch
you wish me to olear up, I ahall be very plessed to do sc.

Gan you described to the Conmise ion what the
position is in regard to the distribution of schools in the
territoriesi- Ky pu-unln- srea consiste of three dis-
striots, the Mount Ayliff district, which is a Native reserve,
the Umsimkulu distriet, which 1s twothirds Eative reserve,
and the Hount Currie diatrioct which is almost entirely a
farming distries, I think there 1s only one Native
location in it, So far as the two Native reserves sre
concerned , you might say that there is a Native sohool plaged
within a radius of every three miles, and I believe that, of
the schoolgoing population in these two areas, we have about
40% of che ohildrenm - that is of She 3hildren who asan attend
sonool < aotually attending, The agtual aumbars are, in
““--t Ayliff about 1800, in Umzimkulu sbout 4,000, and in
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the Mount Currie area about $70 children, The distribution
in the Kokstad area is peouliar, owing to the fact that it
is a farming area. Of these 670 children at school, there
are, io this tom of Kokstad, about 270 attending, and then
there is a lerge Roman Catholic Mission school, which
sooounts for another 200; then there are Native farms
which have schools on them, and those would ascount for
snother 150, So that, altogether, I do not suppose that,
in what is the Buropean farming area, we have more than 200
ghildren attending sohool out of a Native rural population
which smounts to sbout 13,000, On Buropesn famms there
are not more than from 200 to 250 children attend ing these
sohools, The census of 1926 of the population for the
Mount Currie area, wes sbout 14,000 snd about 1,000 of these
sre in Kokstad itself, and therefore the rural population,
including the Native population, must be about 13,000,

DR. ROBERPS: What ages would the 40% include?-
Well, in Native schools, the ages vary very mush.

Would you say that 40% of the children up to
the age of 15 would be sttending school?- No, I would say
less than 40f up to 15, becsuse there are so many older
Native ohildren attending tb schools. You see Native
ohildren up to the age of 17 and 18 at the schools. Quite
a lot of them go to work, either on the mines or somewhere
else, and then they come back and go to school,

CHAIRMAN: You said that there was a census
of the Natives im 1926, The last Native census wes in 19217.
1 do not kmow, I got these figures from the offiee this
morning.

¥R TUCAS: We take 1t then, that the educatiomn
available for famm Natives, is almost negligible?- Yes,
practiocally, There are one or two schools on the farms,
bat in the whole of the Mount Currie area there are ten
Native sohools, and two of these are in Kokstad, one in the
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Native logstion, then you have the one in the Roman Cstholie
Mission, then there are two on Native-owned farms, = that
leaves four in the whole of the area,

These Native omed farms, do they carry a
large population?- I could not say what the population is
but they carry sufficient with one or two of the neighbouring
ferms, to have about 50 or 60 children at these schools,

Taking this dietriet, what number of European
children are attending the school?- PFPractiocally all the
European children are attending the school., I do not think
there are any Buropean childrem who are not attending school
- sither sttending the school or being educated by means o
private governesses,

MR, MOB TERT: You have given ues these figures =~
1800, 4,000, eto,, are these the Native ohildren?- I gave
you their attendance The figure was 2,100 in Mount Ayliff,
There sre one or two coloured children sttending these sghools.

Are there no whites among them?- No, there are
no whites among them,

And those 4,000 you gave us?- 4,800 for Umzim-
kulu and 830 for Mount Currie.

And these are all Native children?- Yes,

How many Buropeen ehildren are there in these
various areas which you have mentioned attending school?- I
am sorry 1 have not got the figures with me.

It would be negligible - there would not be very
many?- There would probably be about 500 in the Mount Currie
distriet.

MR . LUCAS: This ies mainly an European farming
srea?- Yes, with Kokstad. In Koksted alone you have nesrly
400 Buropean children sttending the European schools.

MR, MOSTERT: You think this figure of 500 would
be more or less correct?- Yes, for the three sreas,
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MR, LUCAS: There is practically no European
population in Mount Ayliff?- No, the 'school in Mount Aylire
and in Umzimkulu have less than 100 European children,

Do a1l the Native chlldren pay fees?- No, none
of them pay fees at the schodls. It 1s free educstion
evarywhere,

And are the sexas equally divided among the
schoolehildren?- I could get you those details, but I am
afraid I oould not let you know offhand, I believe they
are falrly evenly divided,

Doe s the fact of the boys being needed for hard-
ing affect their attendance at school?- Very much 80,

Have you developed anything 1like the alternate
day system here in the schools?= Yes, that is developed,
Occesionally, if there are two boys in the same family,
they take altu.-nuu deys at school, but that is most
unsatisfactory,

Are there any other factors which affeot the
attendance of-eilther the boys or the girle at school?- Yes,
tnere sre quite a number of factors. For instence, cold
weather and insufficient clothing, they affeot their attend-
ance at school very much,

And are there any other faotors?- No, I think
these are about all,

Bad Iutmr'urruta it, you say?- ¥Yes, because
of the fact that they are insuffislently clothed, theyhare
xept away, but otherwise they attend fairly regulsrly because
they are keen,

You say that you have boys going to school today
who have sotually been to the mines to work?- Yes, and in
the whole area I have sbout eight Standard VI schools, and
in the bigger schools, some of the boys have been to work
ok Jnn to work they oome back to school,
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Are there any Native inspectors here?- The title
is "Native visiting teacher". I have one Wl th me at present
and he has been assisting me for six months.

DR. ROBERTS: How do you find that working, do
you find it helpful?- Yes, most helpful, and I findthis man
very keen on his work,

CHAIRMAN: Do you find that the childrenm
commence going to school at about the seme age ss European
ochildren?~ That is one of the things which one cannot get
at with the Natives, even now. You oan never get at the
exact ages of the children. They have sn idea about when
the ohild was born, but they cannot give you the actual age,
In schools where education is more advanged, such as in the
Mount Ayliff distrioet, for instence, there, I should say,
that one does get children attending school at about the same
age as Buropean children.

You cannot guess the ages, I suppose?- No, we
have tried, but even the teachers cesnnot say what the ages are,

They know, more or less, when they were born
and they c¢an give you that?- One can only go on appearance.
It is much better, of course, ;ut they should give an age
Now ===,

Yes, you should try and get them to give their
age now, rather than let it go on for five or six years, when
1t will be very much more difficult to say withim five or six
years what their ages aref- I am afraid it would be very
diffioult, especially with beginners.

If you were to teach them what their age was,

- if you were to say, far instance, going on appearanges now,
your sge is six or seven, 1t would help a lot and you would
be rendering & very great service?- Yes, that is so. Of
course, we have cases where the chlldren more or less know
their sges, but in the schools here we find it & very
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difficult to deal with this matter.

A boy does not know when he was borm, but you
think he 18 six, seven or eight years of age, well, you
tell him to say he is seven years of sge on this day, and
you will be eight years of age twelve months hence. If you
were to do that, 1t would help quite a lot?- Yes, we have
our admission registers and we try to get them to enter
their ages, but it 1s very diffioult.

MR. MOSTERT: Now, you have 7730 children, in
how meny sohoolsf?- The number of gchools in Mount Currie
{s ten, Native schools. In Wount Ayliff 27 snd in Umzimkulu
70, making it 107 in all,

DR. ROBERTS: Have you any training institutions?-
No, we have notg

MR, 'Iomlm You have 107 Native schools in
these three dlstricts?- Yes, that is so, all told,

How many denominations is that?- I could not
say, but I suppose we have pretty well all the ordinary
denominations represented, we have the Anglicens, Roman
Catholics, Wesleyans, Presbyterians and one Duteh Re formed
Church and one Independent,

MR, LUCAS: Are there any undenom!national
schodla?- Not ones

MR, MOSTERT: What language are they taught?-
They are taught the home lsnguage which, for the most part
of my area, is Xosa, and in addition they are taught one
of fioial language, whiech, inm practicelly all cases in this
ares, is English, owing to the fact that the Churches con-
trolling these schools are English-speaking churches,

They are taught in their own language?- Yes.

GHAIRMAN: The medium of imstruction is the
nome langusge?- Yes, that 1s so,

Is that so everywhere?- Yes, everywhere,

&+ 3
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DR. ROBERTS: Up to Standard IV?- Yes, I have
no secondary schools here st all, In these districts Standard
VI is the highest standard which they go to.

OHA IRMAN: Is there any demend here for English
as the medium of instruction?- No, there 1z no demand for
that, but they are all very keen to learn English. They
start with oral work right from the beginning. English 1s
. second langusge, but of sourse they are tremendously keen
on learning the language.

But they have mot raised the ques tion of having
gnglish as their med ium of instruction?- No, not to my
xnowledge. I have not heard of it,

MR, MOB TERT: Ia the Native language the medium
of instruction today?- Yes, Xosa is,

Evidently both languages are?- No, the offiecial
language 1s introduced gradually as they progress, and in
the better schools, when they get %o Standard V or Vi, they
are able to use that medium fairly freely.

CHATRM/N: On a subject like arithmetic, do you
not find & good deal of difficulty in teaching them through
the Netive medium?- Yes, but that is one of the subjects
where they start to {ntroduce the English language falrly
early beosuse of the aifficulty of teaching through the

Nativelanguage.

Hss any attempt been made to simplify tke notation?-

SENATOR VAR NIEKERK: How sre your Native teachers

are they efficient?- On the whole, the Native teachers
are efficient, but they are 1ike the European teachers, they
vary a great deal in their effioiency and in their interest
in their work. You heve some Very ef fiolent Native

teaghers, men who are very keen on their work, and them again

e
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you have others who are not, Just the same as you find with
European teachers, It urhn a lot,

On sccount of the differant ages of Native
children, I take it that it would be difficult to make a
comparison between the standsrd of the Native and the
Buropean schools?- Very difficult indeed; not only on
account of the ages, but also on account of the different
conditions under which the Native children are receiving
education, The Europesn ohild usually receives his educs=-
tion under decent conditions; he has nice school builldings,
comfortable seats, and other things like that, in comfortable
clessrooms, but most of our Native schools are in poor
bu!ldiogs, the clessrooms are inconvenient, they do not
have proper seats, very often without desks, and the lighting
1s very bad, snd then they have great difficulty im getting
hooke e S50 there is really no comparison at all,

3 MR. LUCAS: And then there 1s the irregularity
of sttendance due to the demands of the family?- Yes, these
thlags also tell, .

SENATOR VAN NIEKERK: As regards intelligence,
could you make # comparison?- No, 1 can only apply the
verious proofs given by Dr, Loran during his stey in Natal
in regerd to his intelligence test, One cannot go beyond
that, That is all we have to rely on,

DR. ROBERTS: You have spcken very kindly of
the sapervisors; now do you think that they could be more
extensively used?- Well, do you went my oand id cpinion
on this guestion?

I do, I snould like to have it?- Well, this
15 what I feel about it. The Native supervisor is the
thin end of the wedge, acd the Netive himself realises in
the different districts, Bust what he is, becsuse they call

Ly g W S RS R TN . ;‘ﬁﬂ



Mr, Ross
him a Native inspector and the time is coming when all
Native inspection work will be done by qualified Natives,

And in that way you would reduce the number
of Buropean inspectors?=~ Yes, I have no doubt that that
will be done, but whether they are ready for that just now
I am not in a position to syy.

CHAIRMAN: Have you considered this guestion?
The view was put to us yesterday that that would be a
retrograde policy because the Buropean does bring new 1life
and new modes of thought, progress, into mattery whereas
the Native 18 promne %o be held by all sorts of tribal
inhibitiona, whioch retard progress, What is your wiew
of that?- Yea, the question is whether, in the long run,
1f mattera were left to the Natives, there would be that
progress,

The question is, whether progress would be as
good ss it 1s under Buropean leadership?- Quite so. I
might give a pareallel to that, and that is this. I have
always found the best work done by Native teachers under
fairly close supervision of some Buropesn missionery, and
the farther one gets into the wilds, the more one finds
the Native left to himself, the less progress there seems
to be, One finds in such oiroumstances that the Native,
{n sugh surroundings, will not do the same efficient work
as he has been taught at the training college, All the
work done by Native supervisors is @inder rather close
supervision and under close supervision they have been
working very efficiently. What the result will Dbe n
there is mot that supervision, I do mot know. But I do
say that the farther you get into the wilds, the leas
effiolency you find among the Native teachers.

Will you qualify that - would you say that the
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farther you get into the wilds, the less qualified the
teacher 1s?- No, I would not say that the teacher is less
qualified. They have all got the same qualificatiom.

MR, LUCAS: TWould not the same thing happen among
the Natives as has happendd amoug the Europeans, that the
better teachers are taken for the larger schools in the larger
centres?- Oh, yes, I quite agree with thet, The better
Native teachers are snapped up by the bigger schools, and a
1ot of them go to the Native secondary schools.

Would not that account for the point whish you
have been making?- No, I do not think se. So far as the
Ruropeans are concerned, you do mot find that. It frequently
happend that the Buropean teacher who is far sway from all
sorts of sssociations is & regular little beacon among the
people with whom he lives, You do not find inefficlency
and that sort of thing because they are in the outstations,

DR. ROBERTS: Admitting that, would not the
larger gquestion of employing Natives in their own territories
outw{egh that?- Do you mean employing Natives entirely?

s8lowly employing them more and more end elimin-
ating the white inspector, except for white schools?- I
suppose that must come, and as & matter of fact it has been
started, I daresay 1t will come,

Do you think the Natives appreciate 1t?- Yes,
my own experience is that the Natives appreciate it very
much

MR. MOSTERT: Do you personally inspect these
107 schoola?-: Yes, I do.

How often do you inspect them?- Onoe a year,

It 1s a big job?- Yes, 1t takes me from about
January to December, and going hard all the time.

CHAIRMAN: Reverting beek to Dr. Roberts'
question. In the ohoice between European supervision on the
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one side, bringing with it fester progress, and on the other
side the prineciple of getting the Natives to have their own
people and the oconsequent slower progress = that slower
progress may be compensated for by the fact that the Natives
do lead themselves. Is that your point?- No, it is not
my point, but I think it is Dr, Roberts' point,

There 1s a ocholioe between these two?e Yes, there 1is

There is a greater danger of reverting to type,
if you have the Native teacher far out in the country?t- Yes,
that is my opinion,

Do you think there is a danger of his reverting
to type so much that he will not be a leader any more?- I
could not make a definite stetement for all Natives, but
there is a definite danger in respect of that in all outlying
places, My view is that, where there is European influence,
wher s the mise ionaries are, = where you have Buropean influence
over the Native, there I do find that the Natives are, as a
rule. better than where they are far away from such influence.

DR, ROBERTS: You have got Native ministers
as well a8 Buropesn Ministers, Sag in the Bantu Presbyterian
Crmreh, for instanoce. Do you find that the influence of
these Bantu pastors is less than the influence of the Buropean
missionary?- That I canmmot tell you. The only thing I emn
speak of is the Native missionary in comparison with the
Buropean missionary. On the question of efficiency in the
handling of schools, I should say that the Native meanager
is very much inferior to his Buropean colleague. There may
be exceptions here and tiere, but that is my general view,

MEJOR ANDERS(N: Do you have any means of
following up the effect of edusation on the Natives in any
of your schools - in after life, I mean?- No. I have not
any means of following it up.

Have you formed any opinions on that sub jeot 7=
Yes, naturally I have formed my opiniones.

¥an you tell us what they are?- Which children
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do you mean? Because, in our Native territories, in our
Native schools, about 48% of the Native ohildren are in
Sub-standard A, and only & very small percentage immerge
from that,

Take the average Native's education, Take
your stendard VI first - take the highest first?- Do you
want to know what I think of the Native who has aghieved
that standard, do you want to know what is the effect on him?

Yes?- I should say that the first effect
which I think it has on the Native is that he has more decent
ideas of living, he wants to live in a more hygienic state
than his forebears did, That 18 the first effect, and
another effeot is that he is, to a very large extent, learning
to be more industrious,

And more trustworthy?- My experience is not
wide enough to say that, because boys who have reached that
stage are really not fit yet for elerical positions or for
teaching positions, Boys who have reached Standard VI must
find their ocoupations either at their homes or =s houseboys,

DR. ROBERTS: Do you know that = register
has been kept for the pest fifty years at some of the
prineipal institutions, such as Lovedale, in regard to the
Natives who have passed through those institutions?~ No,

I did not know that, but it is very interesting.

MAJOR ANDERSON: I just want to get a gemeral
{dea?- Well, the general {dea of a Native who has had a
smattering of educstion is this =--- Many people say that
he is useless, but personally, when I have to have a houseboy,
I always like to have a boy with a smattering of education
because, far onme thing, I always find him more obedient and
¢leaner,

MR, MOSTERT: You do not know what the effect
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