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Romsn Cetholie Church,e They do not mind where they put
a school, they do not mind if they put it quite near to some
older school in this dist#fet, There is a school which had
been in existence for over thirty years in this district, A
few years ago thek Treplsts came along and put up s new
school, and the result is that, today, the old school is
in danger of having to be closed. These are things which
have tobe taken into considerstion, because today we find
that 1t is warfsre between the missionaries and the Native
people among themselves.

MR. MOSTERT: You find that there is over-
competition?- Yes,

DR, ROBERTS: How would you deesl with 1t. What
will you do if they put up schools without getting the grants
7= That is where the danger arises. Even if they do nat
get the grants, the Catholics are strong enough financially
to pay the teachers themselves, It is a very rich churech,

MR. LUCA® How do they succeed as against the
others?= They are rich and, moreover, they are people with
wonderful iafluence,

Well, how would you deal with that; you are
compleining about it, how would you remedy it?- We cannot
remedy it until we get help from the Govermment to put a
stop to 1%,

What sort of steps should the Government takefe
They should legislate on similar lines to what has been
recently done and no church should be allowed to be put up
within three miles from another one. You should not have
the one immediately mext door to the other, as is going on now

; That is reslly the rule mow, but that is only
in respect of grants for schools?- Private schools siould
aot be sllowed at all, There should be no private schools
pearer to the older omes than three miles, It should be made
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a orime. (Mr, Mlandu): May I Just be allowed to give amn
explenation under that heading. Some time ago, I think
about two sessions ago, the general gouncil passed a resolu-
tion in connection with this subjeet, and the resolution
was forwarded to the Govermment. The Government, in their
reply, made us understand that the authorities were making
an arrangement in order to have a law passed and brought
into operation, checking the continuous establishment of all
private schools in the territories. I do not know exactly
what has trenspired and perhaps Dr. Roberts might be able
to explain to us, The Goverament has already promised to
us that they would take steps under that heading, but what
has sotually been done I do not know,.

DR. ROBERTS: Long ago, men went down to the
towns jJust as they do mow. You know that that is so?-
(Mr. Leqela): Yes that is so.

They were tue old vagrants, as they were .uiu.
Now, why did they go in those days?- There are several
ressons and several causes., One of those causes 1s this.

A man wishes to work im town, where he thinks he will get
more wages then anywhere else. He goes to town and he
earns & wage whioh may be anything and the temptation oreeps
in to have money im one's pocket, night and day. Thet 18
s big temptation in the towns, whereas in rural areas Natives
do not worry very much about having pocket money at all -
the Native does not worry whether he has money, no matter
where he goes, to & beer drink or suywhere else, They do
sot ocare sbout carrying money with them, But once they go
to town there is that temptatiom, S0 that, when a Native
nes been living in town for samy length of time, that tempta-
tion gets more and more iute his blood snd into his nerves
and the result is that he does not want to go back to the
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location. Although he may go back to his districts in the
Native reserve, in most instances he does not stay for any
length of time becgsuse, when the money which he has saved in
the town and brought back with him is finished, he feels that
be wants more money in his pocket, and the result is that he
goes back again to the town, He goes off and he may come
back again for a little while, and then he goes back to the
town agein and eventually stays sway altogether,

There is snother temptation, and that is the
white man's mode of living. In the locations, in our homes
ia the locations, we sit down to have our mesls. We sit
right down on the ground. Generally speaking, we have meat
or porridge or anything else sitting down in that way. But
that 1s noteso in the towns.

When one goes to the towns, the first thing is
that the Native wants better clothing, just the contrary teo
what is the poesition in the Native location and in the re-
serves, In the locations he does not care what he wears,
he does not worry about his olothing. But when he is in the
towns he sees how the white people are dressed, he sees how
the Buropean ladies are dressed and he wants to lmmitate them,
he is tempted, he finds that the Native mode of living in the
reserves will not suit him any longer. He wants better
clothes. ¥hen be has had & longer time in town, he 1is
more and more tempted, he is more easily tempted, and eventuall
he finds that he has to sacrifice everything that he hes left
vehind him in his locstion and he has to give up 2ll his tribal
conditions and he has to live im town, '

If he has oattle im the locatiom, he will sell it
411 his livestook is disposed of with a view to getting some
money and with the proceeds of the sale of his livestook, he
is tempted to buy ground in town, begause he wants to live in
town. If be has to go om renting a nouse in town, it is
more expensive for him and the best way for him 1 to make
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some mOre money #0 that he can buy some ground in town and
in thet way become a landed proprietor and have a house of
bis om.  Then he does not go back to his reserve and,
if he does go back, he does not stay very long.

Now you say that you would not allow that man
to go back again beocsuse thet men 1is working in town, or
has been wokking in town. Supposing that man ocan no longer
be in town and wants to come baock? Where has he to go if
you do not allow.him? The men has gome to the town 30 or 40
years ago and now he wants to oome bagck., You say you will
not allow him to come baock?- No, I was not referring to
those people, I was referring in my statement to people
from outside the Unionm,

You made a statement that Natives have more
faith in Native docotors tham in Buropean dootors. Exouse
me ssking you this, but do you really think thet that 1s
the oaset= Yes, I still maintein that that is so, because,
in meny instances, you will find that the relstives of a
sick person requiring medicsl attention, 1.e. qualified
attention, will only go to & doctor, to an Europesn dootor
at the very last, when perhaps the pat® nt's life is in a
oriticsl condition, If you enguire why that is you will
find thet that man, or that men's relatives, were golng
sbout consulting & Native dootor here and Shere, going from
one Native dootor snd so on, all round the oountry. In
the course of time the patient is advised by a friend to
g0 and see an Buropean dector. He is forgced to do so and
it 1s only at the very last that he sctually does so,

Yes, I understand that. Would you say that
the mortality among the Natives today is greater thasa it
was in the psst, in the days of your father?- Oh yes, I
say so. (Rev, Wakalusa): I wes thinking of something
in that line of srgument. Dr. Roberts wanted to know why
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these men should not be allowed to go back to their own
people when they have been working im the big towms. As
one who has worked as sn Evengelist in town for some time,

I want to add this. Unmarried, as well as married women
who are loafing about in town, are a danger to our young
men in the towm, We have lost many of our young men in
the towns through those women. These women are there for
immoral purposes and many of these young men oome in contaot
with them and you will find that men who have gone to the
towns leaving their wives behind them in their reserves

are simply entrapped in the towns by these women, and event-
ually they forget their families and their homes and leave
them to starve, These women sre a very bad influence and
the only remedy I suggest, if I may be allowed to do so, 1
this, that repstriation of these women should be enforced.

Would you send them back to their locations?-
Any woman like that, unless she is married and living with
her husband, any woman who is found without & husband, should
be repatristed to her loecation.

DR, ROBERTS: You think that she should be sent
back to her village to ocarry on her business there?- I say
that she should be taken back to her own village for the good
of these young men in the towns, That, to my mind, 1is
most essential and will do » lot of good.

- - -

¥r, Jagk He (ﬁ‘:ﬁl’l

eolled and examined:
HAIRMAN: I understand thet both of you have
. (¥r, Keightley)
interssts im trading stores in this district?- /I only have
interests looally and not in the distriet, (Mr, Nelson): I

have & number of stores in the district as well,
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You carry on a good deal of trade here with
the Natives here, I belleve?= (Mr. KEeightley): Yes, I do.
One point which has been referred to us is
the matter of Native treding and the question of licenses
being granted to Natives to trade. We should like %o have
your views on this subject?- Sp sking from a personal point
of view, I personslly see no objeotion whatever to Natives
being granted ligenses, provided there is a limitation of
licenses. The position today, so far as this distriot is
concerned, is that it is very much over-traded; the village
is over-treded and, unless there is some limitation in
respect of the anumber of licenses granted, I am afraid 1t
is going to reflect and resct to the detriment of the Natives.
I do not see that there should be amy reason forputting any-
thing in the nature of a colour bar om licenses. If a man,
everything being equal, has the necessary finance to start
business and has the ablility, I do mot see why he should be
stopped in his own territories.

Have there been Natives who have treaded in these
areas that you kmow of?- (Mr, Nelson): I know of one, He
traded for about six months and then he went under,

Pid he trade as & general desler?- Yes,

Do the Natives do any hawkingt- Xk Yes, they
hawk extensively in their owm province.

Not in the way of trade?- No,

Why do you think that this man went under?- Well
he hed insufficient capital, and at the same time he did not
have sufficieant understanding of ordinary business methods.
That is the primcipal resson why he oould not last.

Are they apt to give too much credit, these
Native storekeepers?- There is undoubtedly a lot of credit

being given. That 1s so.
Is that on agoount of competition'~ Yes, I
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suppose that competition is pushing it hard. The distriet
is very much over-traded and you find that traders in very
many instances have to resort to giviag oredit to get rid
of their goods, and then they have to chance getting their
money in in the end, That is a mn.'ﬂd applies to
Buropesan traders as well,

MAJOR ANDERSON: Are new licenses being con-
tinually given, or is there sny control, is there any
restrietion?- I cannot say that there is anything tl the way
of restriction. In the village, for instance, there i» no
control exgept that the premises in which a person wishes
to do business have to conform to certain requirements; they
have to be suitable and they have to conform to the regulations
whioh are laid down., But further, if the applicant has
nothing against them, there is nothing to stop him from
getting a llcense., In the distriot, the position is some-
what different, becsuse there, I understand, that the Distrigt
Council is more or less controlling the distrioct and can
grant a license if they consider it to be suitable abd beme-
fieial for the Natives living in that area. Thet only
applies to the distries.

Have many new licenses been granted im the
distriot?- No, the result of the position is that in the
last eight or tem years, no new ligense at all has been
gracted in this distriet., So far as 1 can remember the last
one which was granted in the distriot was about 8 years ago.
The control seems to have acted very well,

CHAIRMAN: Have there been any changes in the
articles of Native trading, say in the last 10 years or sofe
Yes, the changes have been very great. Native fashions
change year by year in the same way as Europesn fashions
ohenge. We have hed thet experience.

Gan you mention any specific cases?- Yes, thelr
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clothing. It 1s exactly similar to the Buropeans. And
you find the same thing with their ruge as well. For instance,
one year they will prefer a particular kind of rug, but the
next year, they will want a different ome altogether.

Do you mean different in the way of colour?e
Yes, colour, design and everything. For instance, the
Austrisn rugs. Then youmget your 507 Fremch cotten rugs
and other kinds of rugs. You have two or three different
English rugs coming out, all of them of very good quality.
They change from year to year., One year they will have one
quality sand one kind of rug and the next year a different obe.
The same with the clothing. They follow the Ruropean styles,
As the Buropean changes, %0 do the Natives follow sult
themselves, It might be that they will be three or six
months after the Europeans, but they will follow,

But has there been & change with some of the
artioles of commerce whioh they used to buy snd whisch they
do not buy now, [Have some of these srticles of commerce
gons out altogether?- I csnnot say that., Some srticles
sust have gome out, but I csanot call to mind what articles
nave sotually gome out of trade sltogether,

Take beads, for instance?- No, beads are
st11] used, though perhaps not ss extensively as they ased
to be. But they sre very largely in demend even today.

Has there been & chenge in the gquality of
prints?- 1 cammot say that, they are more or less the same,
(Mr. Keightley): We traders always carry various gualities
of prists, One man will want one guality and another one
a different one, You wilifind one woman comes in for one
thing and snother for something else.

Is thers & change in the article that is in
demand?- Not & very material change. There is a change
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of this kind, My experience is that a Netive has gradually
been emulating the Buropean standard of living. So much eo
thet his demands are inerdssing. That spplies to groceries,
for instance, I thionk I can safely say that there are
only one or two tribes im this distriet who do met buy
sugar, tes and coffee and such things, and I think that that
applies prineipally to the Pondomisse. But, otherwise, I
think you will find that the Native is gradually emulating
the Suropesa standsrd of living., Of course, I attribute
that principally to edusation.

SESATOR VAN NIESEKERE: The blanket as a part of
clothing, as an article of clothing, is that golng out of
fashion rapidly?- I do mot think it is, slthough we have
sertain tribes here, taking the Pondomisse, for instauce,
who wear ocotton sheets., Then the womenfolk wear s sort
of skin loineloth, with a rug over 1%,

You say that there is great progress and that
they emulate the Europeans, If that is s0, then they must
be doiang away with the blanket as a dress?- The extra-
ordinsry part of & Basuto is that slthough they dress as
furopesns, they mey dress im the same way as I do, snd yet
a Basuto is not completely dressed, unless he wears a Tug
over his suit, (Mr, Nelson): The Basuto man may be
perfectly dressed, he may be wearing s very good pair of
boots, he may be weariag ea exceptionally good pair of
trousers and & vest and an expensive rug. It does not
satter how well educated he is, those Natives out in the
districts, they will slways wear their rug. That 18 not
20 in the towns., They will wear sn expensive pair of
trousers, expensive boots and very good clothes generally,
bat over it sll they wear théir rug, In my opinion the
Basuto out im the distrioct will never do sway with the Rug.
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CHAIRMAN: Why not?- It is his national dress
and 1t i the national custom to have that rug,

DR, POURIE: Is 1t & tribal distinetion?- I think so.
beoause it is only the Basuto who wears it, nome of the other
tribes do. |

MAJOR ANDERSON: HOw far bagk does that date?- Well, :
it has been #0 ever since we have been in this distriet,

It was not slways so?- Well, I do not kmow.

(Mr. Keightley): My experience is that the Hlubi, that, of

course, is almost the Xosa, as many of you kmow their prin-

oipal dress has been a woollen blanket, s blanket with ochre
on it., Now I find that these woollem blankets are not sold

pearly so extensively ss they used to be and the Xosas, the

Hlubis are now buying the Basuto rugs,

CHAIRMAN: With regard to agriocultursl iaplements,
has any change come about im regard to the nature of the |
tradete Yes, I think so, I think there is a decided ohange.

In what respect?= The Natives are demanding better
implements, For instance, the old 75 plough, the ealy
implement which they knew, has very largely gone out and
today they want a more modern style of plough, they go in
for better ploughs snd for cultivators snd planters. There
is s decided improvement, to my mind, in the standard of
implements whioh the Native is buying teday,

! They go in for double furrow ploughs mow?e A
few of them do,

And the use of planters, 1s that general?- It i»
fairly gemeral; those who ¢sn afford it do so, but it 1»

s fairly expensive item. They go in for it fairly largely.
The majority eof those who buy planters sre those who wish
to improve their methods of agrioulture and cultivation,

the people who want to use fertilizers and I may say that
78% of the planters which I have sold are with fertilizer
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attschments, That, generallysspeaking, is my experience,
CHAIRMAN: Did I understand, Mr, Nelson, that
you disagreed with Nr, Yelightley about the general use of
planterst-  Yes, I do not quite agree with my friend.
The percentage of planters that have gome in is not, to my
mind as great as my friend would lead you to believe. X
xxx The planters, I may say, have only been started to be sold
in the last two or three years, and if you were to go through
the whole of the distriet, I do mot think that you would see
more tham one percent of the people using them, that is
taking the whole of the population here,

Do you agree with that, Mr, Keightleyl- (Mr,
Feightley): Well, my remark was really proportionately to
what tiey used to purchase. (Mr, Nelson): I agree that
they are coming in and the demand will grow to such an extent
that probably very soonm 50f of the land owners will own
planters, But at the present moment they do not do s0 here.

Now, im regard to fertiliser, cean you tell us
to what extent the Native people here use fertiliser?-

(¥r. FKeightley): To avery small extent, 1 should say.

(Mr. Nelson): We only started this year for the very first
time %0 try snd induce land owners to fertilize their lands.
Imnytﬁltﬁ“ﬂﬂﬂ““npﬂutot
fertilizer, and in the lower areas of this district, where
the ground is mot so very fertils, I understand that they
nave been sold extensively. S0 far as 1 hear, over 800
bage of fertiliser have been sold to ome location.

WAJOR ANDSRSON: What kind of fertiliser are
theyl- They are superphosphates, Now, as regards the other
section, the Northera and the Western section where they get
better erops, there we have sold very 1little so far, and I
may say that it is really only s matter of experiment so far

as we have gone,
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CHAIRMAN: Do the Natives buy seed from the
stores?- Yes, they buy a lot of it., A lot of the seed
comes from the Free State and the Transveal, and the majority
of the Natives prefer to plant that rather than their ovn seed,
(Mr, Kelghtley): In this regard I may say that the Natives
prefer the white meallie and my experience is that for
planting they really want the red, They say thet it matures
more essily. You see, you get frosts here, and of course
it 12 essential that they should mature before the frost

¥R, MOSTERT: You know, of course, that you can get
s good white mealie?- 1 daresay, but it is diffioult to get
them to believe it, They know themselves that this common
red grain will meture fairly soom and they will plamt 1%,
although the majority of them prefer to have a white graim,
We try to induce them to do the right thing for their owm
good,

MR, LUCAS You said just now that there was a
grest deal of oredit given in this district. On what ocon-
ditions is gredit usually givemte (Mr, Nelson): I do not
know what wy brother traders do im this respect, but I myself
em trading here and in the distriot and my prineiple is this:-
Yhen & man comes to me for oredit I say"allright, you shear
your sheep and bring the wool slong to me or otherwise take
1t elsewhere and settle your ascount”, That mesns that they
have s six-monthly sgoount. Ten percent of these people
recognise this agreement, but the balance I have to chase for
s few years for their money.

Have you lost a grest deal of money through giving
eredit?e ¥No, I have mot, I have lost only a very little monej
through it. In the 15 years I have been trading here I have
lost probably = matter of £10, that is all, and I may say that
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in my opinion, giving eredit to the Native here in the
territory is a for better investment than giving oredit to
Buropesns, I would soomer, sny day, give a Native oredis,
trust the Native with £10 worth of eredit, than an European,
You oan go for 30 years, but in the end you will get your
money. But so far ss the Buropean is concermed, he will
go 30 days sand you will not get it.

Do you agree with that Nr, Keightley?- (Mr,
Feightley): I should say that the Hative is slow but sure,
If you have to press the Native he will say "I am not dis-
puting your sccount, but you must be sstisfied to wait". You
will get your money in the end, and even if the father dies
the ehildren, in the end, will come and pay 1it.

SENATOR VAN NIEKERE: We have been told elsewhere
that the striet honesty among the Native is slowly lﬁl.u outle
I gaunot mﬁt!“fl‘ﬂhtlﬂ. A Native will pay,
no matter if you have tolq;n years for it, in the long
run they come slong and pay 1it,

CHAIRMAN: Is any interest charged on these
long overdus scoounte?- So far as my business is ooncerned,
I do net ocharge any interest whatever.

Do the Natives recoguise the idea of interest?-
Oh, yes, they understand it quite well sand a good few of them
are quite prepared to pay it too. Some of them come along
to pay their sccounts and want to pay interest. I had a
gase the other day of one men who came in and, after baviang
settled his scoount, he esald "I want to pay interest, here
is 10/«", I have had that sort of thing quite freguently,
(Mr. Keightley): I, on the other hand, do charge them
interest. I oharge them ten percent per annum. I have
explained it to them and they understend it quite well. You
have to get down h their level to make them understand 1it,
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They say “How ocen hard money increase”. Well, you have
to get down to it snd explain to them. You must explain
to them that money represents your sheep and your cattle
end that 1f you have a sheep snd cattle they would inorease.
If you had the sheep shearing time would come along and
you would get the wool. You have to shear your sheep and
you will get the benefit from the wool and from the progeny
of your cattle,  But unless you explain it to them, they
will not understand it,

MR, LUCAS: Do you find that the Native is
ready to acoept new ideas and new views if they are mporlir
explained to him?- Yes, he is quite resdy to sccept them.

You have told us of & number of changes in |
the distrioct in comnection with agrioulture., Now there
are many such changes, are there not?- (Mr, Nelson): Yes,

Now have you noticed any general changes in
the eoconomic conditions of the Natives. Can you say ‘.thﬁ
they are better off or whether they are poorer than they
used to bel- They are not better off, I should say, and |
a8 a matter of faot the position today is very bad indeed.
They have to pay very high prices for their requirements.
Furthermore, their requirements are very much greater than
they used to be in the days of the past., They have been
educated up to & very much higher stendard of living, but thel:
income is exaotly what it used to be in the past when they

could come out on very much less.
Have their wages remained the same?- No, their

= ]

wages have imeressed, but they have not inereased in proportio
to what they have to psy more for their requirements today.
SENATOR VAN NIEXERK: And their agrioultural
production, has that inoreased?- No, I do not think that
their sgricultural production has increased, it 1s poor; im
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fact I myself think that it hes decressed.

ME, LUCAS Now let us take the districts which
you are in now, where your trading stores are. Do you havd
8 bigger turnover today than you had 20 years ago - can you
tell us roughlyte No, I do not think that our turnover
is sny bigger.

Is the population the same, or has theres been a
ohange im that?- Well, the population is inoressing, but it
19 ineressing very slowly. 1 do not know that there has
been any inerease in the number of the populatiom lately.
¥or do I think that there has been any ineresse in the trade.

Has there been a decresse in the trade?- ¥WNo,
with the exception of times of depression and things like
that, But ss soon as the depyression is over you usually
find that the trade goes bagk to what it was,

Do you find tuat the Natives have more produce to
sell than they used to have in the past?- Yes, I think so.
And they are getting more sheep and they sre getting more
sattle. There are a lot more oattle in this distriet them
what there were 30 years ago.

Do they trade in oattle in this district?- Yes,
they trade extensively ia eattle,

MAJOR ANDFRSON: Is the country getting overstocked
T- IMMMM&O.&“'“MWW.M it s
getting very mear to it,

Are they improving their sheep at all?- Yes, they
ere, but that is only a matter of the latter years; that has
only come about, I should say, in the last five or six years,

And cattle?- Yes, cattle too, but not so maoh
s0 as what they have dome with the sheep.

¥R, LUCAS: Do they dispose of a great deal of
sealies and kaffércorn?- No, they do not. In propertion
I should say that they would probably sell half of what they

reap.
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Do they sell for cash, or must they barter?-
They have to barter. As a matter of faot all the storekeepers
barter. They take to the value of what they bring im out
of the store,

¥het is the resson for that, why must they barter
?- Well I do mot know, I sauppose it 1is a matter of custom
very largely. As far back as I goen remember it was done,
and 1t 18 still cerried om by all the traders, (Nr. Keightley):
¥y ides is this, that in giving barter instead of cash for
greain, this 1is the cause. The Native ususlly comes with
s very much inflated idea of the cash value of his grein or
whatever other product ne brings ia, The cesh value is
always fixed on the selling price. What I mean is this,

They comsider that you wast give them aswuch for their grain
as they ean buy it for,. They do not take into agcount that
you have your overhead charges and your other expenses and
paturally you oasmot give them these inflsted prices. And,
therefore, the only way to do is this, You give them the
eguivalent value in goods, but thea youureduce the price of
these goods and reduce your profits on these goods.

Does that £ill the bill as far as you are don-
oerned, ¥r, Nelsont- (Mr, Nelson): Yes, I think so.

po you find in this district that the FNatives
sell one kind of graim but, when they are buying, they insist
on getting asother kind, - & guperior kind?- Yes, very much s
The grain they are selling is & very much inferior kiamd, but
m-uqmmﬂ‘m”tm-'htm!ﬂilnu-
they haggle and they oall it pigs food,

Now, im regard to selling cattle or sheep, wien
they sell cattle or sheep is that for cash, or do they barter
there too?- No, when it comes to selling stock 1t is mostly
for stoek, althouzh ocoasionally they wall also barter there,

That is also & matter of custom.
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And what about their wool, how do they sell
that?- Wool 1s all for cash and very expensive at that.
They get full value there.

SENATOR Vll NIEEERK: What type of wool do
these Natives grow heret- It is & fine merine.

Is 1% a good wool?- WNo, it 1s mot too good,

I sbhould say 1t is feirly good for the Transkei.

The Transkei wool has & certain reputation?-

I suppose so, it 1s a fine wool. (Mr. Keightley): It is
not inferior but superior to the rest, except thet the yleld
is very much lower than the rest. It is & very coarse
staple,what they call Transkei wool, It 18 & masxax oross-
bred but it gives a very big yak yield, The average yield
of the Transkei wool would be round about 45 to 48, whereas
ours would be round about 34 percent. It is & olean
scoured wool, and that accounts for the feact that a Transkei
wool gets a bigger price than what we do.

WR, MOSTERT: 1Is not your a Wanganella sheep?-
No, the climatic conditions bring sbout a very finme wool
here. That is natures provision on account of the climatioe
conditions in these areass.

SENATOR VAN NIEKERE: You said Just now that the
Natives are producing sn inferior mealie?- Yes.

We heard this morning that you have had demon-
strators here for ten years or 20. Now has not there been
any improvement as the result of the work of these demonstra-
tors?e Take the average Native. The demiastrator comes
along and seid to the Native, who may be a fairly old man,
you must plough in this way or thet way., The demonstrator
is & youngish man and the older man thinks "Well, it 1s a
bit of impertinence on the part of this youngster to come
and tell me what I have got to do". The result is that
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we shall not feel the benefit really of these demonstrators
until the next gemeration, That is what we feel here about
1%, but still we feel that a lot of good csn come from 't,

DR, ROBERTS: Do you expect to derive the real
benefit in the next generationte Yes, we do expect it, As
s matter of faot we have indications in this way, We find
that people are going in for fencing materials, and then of
gourse they go in for fertilizer to a much larger extent,
Bat, while I am on this question of fertilizer, I want to
say thie, This question of fertilizer is a very difficuls
one . We osnnot buy fertiliser in sufficient quantities,
por ¢on we afford to sell fertiliser cheaper then we are
doing, and we gonsider that it would be a service to the
Natives if the District Council could arrange to oarry
s stook of fertiliszers for a few years in order to sell
it to the Native at a reasonsble price, You see, the
Distriet Council cam buy im bigger guantities then we
sould do, and they would be able to distribute it es well,

MAJOR ANDERSON: At what prices are you selling
superphosphates?- We have to sell it retaill, The Natives
just buy to experiment with and it works out at 18/~ per bag.
It seems a very high price, but you must bear in mind that
we have hesvy transpart to pay whioch works out at something
like 1/6d4 for 100 lbs, weight, But that is what we feel
sbout 1t, that if the District Couneil would undertake 1it,
they would be rendering a real service to the Natives,
Tlltllﬂ.fﬁ.‘l.m.fth“ldlhlm
strators.

SENATOR VAN NIEEERE: Is the rainfall sufficie
here for superphosphates?- That again 1s a very difficult
thing. Sometimes it is sufficient and sometimes it is not,

What is your rainfall here?- It 1s between
twentyone and thirty inches, I will tell you this, that a
lot of these Natives who have bought plantera from me with
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fertilizers attached, have used krasl msnure. It comes out
gheaper. They reckon they have it there and they do not
pneed %o buy i, and I suppose that is quite sorrect.
Another ressom is this, The Native, as you know, ploughs
very badly. The aversge male im the kraal does not do
any ploughing at sll, He does the direacting, and the
young boy does the ploughing. The result is that the
ground 1s just seratohed snd no subsoil is touched so that
they only get about omequarter of the crops which they
would otherwise get,

¥R, MOSTERT: Do they use oultivators at all?-
Yas, the more progressive ones do.

¥R, IUCAS: Do you notice sny influence of the
progressive farmers on the Natives?- I osunot say that I
do, exoept that I would like to add that I certainly think
thet, by allowing the Natives on the farms to go into the
Sative distriots, this would eventuslly be very mach %o
the benefit of the territories, I say so for this reason;
as you all kmow, the Natives working on the farme serve, as
it were, & term of apprenticeship,

You mesn they learn s great deal on the farme?-
Yes, they leara up-to-date methods of cultivation, they
learn various things on a farm which are very useful %o toem
and then, by coming here iato the Native territories after
naving lesrned these things, they would set an example to
the others, and if the results which they got were good,
tnen T sappose it is only satural that the others would
follow the example set to them.

Would the Natives, when they go back to their
swn aress, ooutimie to ¢arry out the metheds whish they
nave lessrned?- I do mot see why they should not.

In the time that you have been in this district
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have you noticed any change for the better or for the worse
ia the attitude of the Netives towarde the Eurcpeans?-

(¥:, NWelsom): I snould say thet the change is for the better.

Have you noticed any chenge in the attitude of
the Natives towards the Goverument, any change im the trust
they have in the Goveramenti- No, I cannot say that I have
noticed any change in their sttitude towsrds the Goverament;
except perhaps the slight disturbences such as you have in
connection with this Wellington movement, for inmstance.
Instances of that sort do occur from time to time, but
then they blow over and the people revert back to thelr
conditions snd their attitude, as they were before,

You would ssy that the position here is guite
satisfactory?- Yes, I think it is.

Now, taking the gemeral subjects of the iavestie
vations of this Commission, is there sany other point on
which you oen give us sny information, which would sssist
us in ooming to our conclusions?- No, I do not think there
is anything I esm think of,

Do you have saything to do with reoruiters?e
Yes, I am recruiting extensively in this distriect.

Whom do you recruit for?- For the Native
Recruiting Corperation im Johannesburg.

Do you think that recruiting results in any
Native being persuaded to go %o work,either on the mines
or sanywhere else, who would not otherwise have gone to work,
or is recrulting confined inm getting for the Hines a number
of lsboursrs who would otherwise go to work somewnere elsef?-
My experience is that, if a boy wants to go to a big tomm,
{f he wants to go to Cape Town, %o Johaunesburg or to
Durban, he will go there whether you recruit him or not.

Do the recruiters increase the total number
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of people who go to work?- The funotion which the re-
eruiter serves is only to see that the boy goes forward on
his application to go forwsrd, This is the position
genorally. The boy comes to She store and he says "I want
to recruit to go o the mines”™. Well, we are there to see
that thet boy goes forward on the day when he wants to go.
We have hism examined sad attested and he gets sn adveance
if he wants i%. We can sdvertise the faot that we are
recruiting, and by sdvertising that we want Natives, a lot
of boys who would never have thought of golng to work,
suddenly think "Well, 1t is a very nice thing to go te
Johaonesbarg, to see the town and the mines and work there
and make some money" . and es a result they come forward to
us, they offer themselves, and they are recruited.

Do you think any sppreciable number are in
that way induced to go who would mot otherwise have gone?
Are there many who are persuaded imn that way to go?- Yes,
I snould think that by edvertising a good few boys who
would otherwise never have gome have now gone to work.

Is not economic pressure the chief factor
which makes him go out to work snd esra momey?- Well, I
suppose it is s0 today.

Is not that the explanation why these boys
come along?s They hear you are taking om recruits and
anmmmym‘puwhm.mu
they notl?- Miﬂllpu.:ﬁkhnrun.htthm
who has been sccustomed to go/the sugar estates in the past
will not go to the Reef., Only very few of them will go to
the Reef,

Is not the pressure on the Native such now that
all of them who are recruited now would in any case go forwar
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to the big ocentrea to work, or at anyrate to some olass of
work?- Yes, thet 1s so.

SEFATOR VAN NIEKERK: But you said just now
that the faot of your sdvertising makes those boys go to
work who would not otherwise have done sot?- Yes, I did say
that and I say that by advertising we have increased the
pumber of boys., But still, a good percentage would have
had to go in any case, The economic pressure is such that
they are foreed to go. I have a lot of boys on my reglater
today whom 1% reslly would not be necessary to recrult,

¥R, LUCAS: That was in the past?- No, that
1s today. There are a good few for whom it would not have

B T W L R —n—" L

been necessary to go, but so far as 75% are oconcerngd,
taxes and hunger have foreed them to go.

Yould you not say more than 75§ t- No, I |
do not think so. |

And the other 25f need not go st allfe Vot
reslly., The mejority of them are umfasns between the sges
of 18 and 24, they are unregistered tax payers. S0 far
they have had no taxes to pay and the first oceasion when
they will pay the tax is when I bring them to the office
and they are registered then as tax payers., Those Natives
would not have been recruited otherwise; they are reoruited
simply becsuse they want to see Johannesburg snd I must
admit thet at their homes there is probably a shortage of

graim, snd so they g9.
There is the sswe renson which either immediatel;

or later om would drive them out to go to work?- Yes, that

is so.

SENATOR VAN NIEKERK: You are rather oontradiect
yourself?- In ome oOr two instances, perhaps, but there are
boys who need not pecessarily be recruited. But I say that

75% of these boys are in such a position economicslly that
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they have got to go to work,

MAJOR ANDERSON: And you provide the maghinery
by which tue occupation is offered amd by which they are
enabled to go to work?. Yes, that 1s so, the recruiter is
just tue machinery to provide them with the opportunity.

MR. LUCA= A1l you do is to direct them, not
to make them work or go to work, if they would not otherwise
have gone to work?- All we are here for is the purpose
of directing them.

SENATOR VAN NIEKERK: But there are places where
your recruiters go through the krasls and where they have
their runner boyste Well, my experience with the runners is
that as soom as I send them among the Natives, they run away
from them, That is what I have generally found,

MR, MOSTERT: Have you done away with the runners
7= No,the runners are kept for the specific purpose of rounde
ing them up after they have sttested and when they are not
fulfilling their contract,

SENATOR VAN NIEKERK: Why do they not fulfil
their contracts?- Well, they want to go and plough. They
have been attested, they have hed their advence, and them
they find that they would rather stay at home,

So recoruiting is a pressure; onoe they have
been nmu:.?n&%t‘pt- Yes,

If a Native does not get a prod ocosasionally
to come slong, does he come slong?= I do not suppose so.

You have given the Native sn advance of £2 or £3
but unless you send to the kraal and tell him to come slong
he will not come. He will not come along by himself?- I
will not say that sbout all of them, A few of them come of

their ovn accord.
I am speaking generally?- Generslly, the runner
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has to go and ¢olleet them im.

And if you did not do that, you would not get
them to go sway?- No, that is so. (Mr. Heightley): I also
recruit for the Native Reoruiting Corporatiom, but I find
that 1t 1s She Netives knowledge of his responsibilities,
after he has signed the contrsct and after he has got an
advence, which makes him go forward., He knows that 1if he
does not go forward under such circumstances, we can prosecute
bim. I ceannot agree that there is no persussion in the
matter of reoruiting and I find that I get quite a number
of boys as a result of persussion, Then there is another
thing whioh imduges the boys to go, and that is the faot
that they see their friends go, they see their friends go
of f to earnm money and to go to the big towns, snd the resals
1s that they themselves go along to sccompany their friends.

¥R, LUCAS: Is not the main resson why they go
really thst they are short of money and want to earn some?-
Yey, 1 suppose so., Starvation and the necessity to pay
thelr texes are the two primecipal fagtors which camse them
to go to work, They reslise that they have to earn some
noney.

And the recruiter helps to direct them to one
brench of employer imstead of to snother?- We are recruiting
exolusively for the Native Recruiting Corporation whish, I
daresay you know, is the Chamber of ¥ines, and they have
the right to chawe which partiocular mine they would like
to work for.

¥R, MOSTERT: I suppose you find that quite a
lot of voluntary boys go up?- No, we do not find that from

this distriet,
¥R, I0CAS: What 1s the railwey fare from here

to the Rand?~ It varies from £1:10:0 to £1:11:6.
Have you ever worked out what is the actual nett



- 2689 o
¥essrs, Foightley & Ne lson
return to the Native who is recruited, what is the actual
return for the period he i1s away, what does it work out
per month?- I think his food costs him 5/- each way,
Everything depends on the sitmation of the mine which he is
going to. If he goes to ome part of the Rand the trainfare
is £1:10:0 and %o snother 1t 1s £1:11:6. ILet us take the
fare at £1:1116. His food costs 5/~ and §/- 1s his lorry
fare, They will not walk nowadays since the introduction
of these lorries. S0 that makes it £2:)1:6 each way, or
£4:1:3 return. But do not let us lose sight of the faot
thet, although that Native recruits for nime moaths, he
osn stay on the mines for two years, if he wants to,

Would you say thet any substantial proportion
of these Natives stay for any loager than nine montha?- Oh,
yes, quite a lot of them do,

SENATOR VAY NIRKRRE: What proportion of the
Natives do you think go out to work, say from this district?.
From this distriet I am afreid s very small percentage, if
you take the whole of the population of the district inte
oons ideration,

¥het do the balence do?- Well, they have
enough food to carry onj they do not worry.

You said that hunger and drought are driving
them out?- Yes, those that go. '

And thet is a very smell percentage as a whole
7« What number do you consider we send out. The Chamber
of Mines cen give you the exaet figures, (Mr. Nelson):
Approximately 800 boys from this district go to the mines
every year to work.

MAJGR ANDERSON: Do they go to any other
distriots as well, do they go to wattle and sugar estates?-
Yes, a few, but this number whioh 1 have given you is Just

for the Chamber of Nines,
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DR. ROBERTS: I beve always been in grest
difficulty with regard to this question of labour. They
say we have reaghed the absolute limit of Native labeur,
thet 1s 1if you take = 1little over ome million ablebodied
men, these oam all be used, If that is the case, how is
it then that there are s0 maay mam over who are not on the
mines or working in the dooks and elsewhere?- (Mr., Nelsonm):
Well, you have the owners of krsals snd the old men.

But the young men?- All the cepable snd fit
wen are out at work,

Do you think we have resched the limit?- No,
I do not think seo, not all the younger men are out,.

MAJOR ANDERSON: When they come baok, how long
do they stay here?- Some stay a week and go back, some
stay three months or six monthe, that is about the longest,
(Mr, Feightley): I have had them stay longer then that,

MR, IUCAS: (Oen you tedl us why they stay such
8 short time?- Well, they are acoustomed to the living on
the Reef,

Is it their economic position here?- That has
s lot to do with it, They come here snd they live on
mealie meal and milk snd then their ocash is finished, On
the Reef they kmow they osn have what they want, and so
they go.

SENATOR VA¥ NIFEERK: Do you know whether they
send a lot of the money they earn back pere?- What oomes
tarough my hends smouats to between £400 snd £500 a month.
That is padd out to their wives, their mothers and their
fathers. (Mr. Keigntley): Then, in addition, there are
remittances through the Magistrate as well,

MR, MOSTERT: That would be about £5,000 xor
£6,000 a yearg- (Mr, Nelsom): I think it is a good deal
more then that, (Mr, Keightley): Some of the Natives go
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on deferred pay. Although they make s remittance, they

do not remit all the money, but only a portion of 1t, and
when they leave the trainm at Matatiele, they draw the balance
of their pay and they bring it back with them, This deferred
pay is taken by quite a number of them snd, as a matter of
feot, I try to persuade them to go in for the system of
deferred pay. It is all to their om benmefit, I might

say that we do not handle the deferred pay at all, it all
goes through the office, and a great many of them seem to
like 1t very much, as 1t means that they have something

when they oome back to their homes,

Mr, Eric Tom Cundill (Attorney)
called and examinedie

CHAIRMAN: I understand that you want to give
evidence om the subjeot of Native litigation, and more
especially on the subjeot of Native coredit?- Yes, I want
to say that, in regard to purely Native court cases there
has been & great decresse im litigation simce I first came
to the Transkeian Territories., That is particularly so
in respect of contentious matters, I put that down to the
fact that the Native oustoms are better known today thah
they used to be in the past. We now get regular reports
from the Native Appesl Courts end, obviously, that has
reduced to a very great extent the amount of contentious
work which comes before amy Court, but owing to economie
reasons lately, in this district, there has been a consi ders bl
inerease in the number of cases on our roll, This incresse
{s reflected in the amount of contested work coming before
the Court, snd prineipally that is due to the fact that
traders sre trying to enforce the payment of back debts.
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Of course, the Native as o general rule is a very bad payer.
When you press him into court and when you take Judgment
against him, his custom is to hide his cattle and his sheep,
He guards his cattle and his sheep as his ohildren, asnd
inveriably, when a writ of execution is issued and the
cattle are attached, you find that these cattle are olaimed
by numerous other people, and in almost every csse one
knows, although one ¢sunot prove it, that these olaimes are
bogus.

We have felt that considersbly, and this has
led %o an imeresase in the amount of contentious litigetion
before this Court, There has been a considerable increase
in that. As a practical means of remedying that, I think
it would be to the benefit of the Native and of the trader
too, if pe sibly the registration of stock ecould be made
compulsory. I want to say at once that I do not think it
would be fair to put this responsibility on any Magistrate,
because I think thet magistrates have quite enough to deo
as it is without having the charge of n.htqo and so on
added %o their burdens, but I do think that the stook
inspectors or the dipping supervisors might have rezisteres
on whioh they might make remarkes in commeotion with any
onses of changes of ownership. Any claimes in that respect
gould then be deslt with and, I think, that would help conme
sidersbly. It would help the trader very much. I started
practising here before the War and I have been here ever
sinoe, with jJust a bresk during the War peried,

MF, ﬂ‘!lﬂa In the ownership of cattle,
would you perhaps suggest a branding registration?- Well,
the trouble with the Native is that he as his own methed
of marking his cattle by wmeans of earmarks. You find in
many instences that those earmarks are duplicated snd that
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adds to s lot of complications. Besides those marks are
very essily taken off, There is nothing in the stoek
registers to indioste what these sarmarks are, and an earmark
mesns nothing really, In & oase 1ike that, the oreditor
cannot lead evidence even as to what the earmark of the owner
i, 1t would not help him at all,

I placel this matter bofore the Chief Magistrate
on two occasions. In the first instance it was brought up
before Nr, Warder when he was Chief Magistrate, snd after
going into it he held that it would ianterfere with a very
desirable custom of the lending of stook for use by one man
to another, snd in view of that he would not eantertain the
idea whioh I put forward, Then I put the matter before
the present Chisf Maglstrate, Mr, Welsh, He said that it
would lead to & lot of transfers and such things, and he also
said that he would not be & party to placing more respon-
sibilities on the Magistrate's Offigers. Well, I agree
with him there, but I do fesl that this is & matter whioh
the stock inspeotors would be able to deal with,

There is one other point alse in regard to this
dtistriet, 1t is in regard to the economic positionm, parti-
oularly of the trader. In this district we have preotically
all the available trading sites taken up, It is a district
920 square miles in extent, and we have s populatiom which
I estimate at 51,000, There are about 40 licenses in this
distriet whiech I comsider is too much for such & distrist.
The Native hss Dot enough money to eirgulate and to keep
such & number of licenses going. You find vast tracts
of land, perticularly towards the Berg and also in the
direction of the Maclear distriot very sparsely populated
by the Natives. For some reason or another, the movement
of the Natives from the Southern Territery is very slow.

Bat I understand that the Chief Magistrate has taken up
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8 very strong stand and that he will not allow any extra
territorial Natives to come into this area. There are
Natives who are thrown out from ferms between Naclear and
Sterkstroom, probably owing to the fact that they have
soquired more cattle than the farmers are able to graze.
They have trekked all about looking for homes where they
can settle down and in desperation they have come here
to settle, but the Chief Magistrate on every ocossionm
has turned down their application to come here, That
has invariably been the gase. I think 1t is a very
great hardehip, and not only that. I think the introduction
of addl tional Natives into this district would economically
be a very good thing, not only for the Native but also for
the traders, because, as I have said, the distriet is very
sparsely populated in parts,

2 DR. ROBERTS Do you think that the Natives
would be willing to sccept those people, because we have
had evidence today to the c.'utu effect. We have been
told that they do not want any extra territorial NHatives
here?- Of course, that is the difficulty, but I do not
think that they would mind. After all, one can hardly
treat these people as extra territorial Natives. They
are people of their own flesh and blood, and they would
not object to them, I think., On the other hand Iif you
were to take Natives away from one of the big centres and
send them here, them I think there would be an uproar,
but these people are different. These people have
relatives on this side, snd yet they are meeting today
with all sorts of diffioulties when they want to come
and settle here., I think this is & matSer whioch the
Commission should give its serious consideration.
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SENATOR VAN NIEKERE: One of the traders told us
nere this afternoon thet he had not lost mare than £10 in
bad debts in all the years he had traded here, If that is
g0, then where do you get all this litigation from?- Well,
I heard what that trader said, and I thick he is rather sa
optimist, I think that if nv.q-nuvu- a little furbher
you would have found that he has many thousands of pounds
on his books and that if he tried to collect this money
today he would have the greatest difficulty im doing so.

CHAIRMAN: He oconsl ders that the debts are
sti11l good, slthough they may be bad?- He puts them down
because there is this fagtor, thet with the Native, provided
you lesve him alone and do not sue him, he may pay you
even when you have completely forgotten about his debt.
lu- ohildren will even pay you sometimes, after Le has died,
But let me tell you this, that the Native in that respect
is not what he was,

He is copying the European again, 1s hete He
is by no means the same man that he was,

. ROBERTS: Is his sense of honour going down?~-

I think so, undoubtedly. I know at ome time im the terri-
tories, before the promulgstion of the Uswry Act, people
used to lend money out at enormous interest and the Native
would religiously pay the intersst snd he would mever query
it, Yeb the debt always pemains the same.

%hat interest do they pay?- Sometimes they
paid as much es 2/6d per £ per month. But today the Native
would not do that, [He has ghanged im very many respects,

1 gan assure you.

Y TRl
The Commission adjourned at 4.25 p.m, until
9.15 a.m, on Saturday, November lst 1930,
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