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interpreting and take down statements from the Natives when
they come in, and also do a little bit of routine typing -
sterdotyped business. They do not use them for correspondence
or things of that kind, but to take down statements from the
Natives and to perhaps copy the records. They do a 1ittle
bit of typing, of course, and become useful in that way; and
of course they do the oopying of letters and dispatohing and
that type of wark, and they help to do & certain amount of
the filing of case regords and matters of that kind, Those
are their ohief funotions im the attorney's office. What
the Chamber of Commerce wishes to urge im regard to this
subjeot, in so far as the Commission is concerned, sir, 1a
thet they consider that the educeting of Natives and providing
e supply in excess of the demand is bad m’h'm poliey.
becsuse 1t will tend to oreste s fairly considerable body

of educated Natives who cannot find suitable employment in
the sphere in which they probably themselves feel that they
are fitted to ocoupy, snd the tendency in regard to eduocstion
and giving them all the advantages of mextinm reachiag =
higher standard of educstion than is necessary for the
ordinary Native labourer, is tending to oreste a dissatisfied
section who have perhaps education at the back of them, in
helping them to make themselves felt in the communi ty
generally, im expressing their views in writing and in

other ways as well; and it was felt that the extent of

the Native educstion and the fsoilities that were being
;rovided were perhaps deve loping on the wrong lines « that

is to say that the development that das taking plage purely
i{n what you might eall an sosdemic direction in providing
them with an education of that kind, and perhaps not
sufficiently in regard %o the ooccupational type of
{nstruction which would render them useful in regard to
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manual labour and ocoupations. Thet being the case, we
Just felt we would 1ike to express that, as being the
feeling we have in regard to one of the aspects of
Native education - that there was probably too much
sttention paid to getting them up to perhaps Stendard Ex V
or VI and then perhaps going om further and getting
other qualifications which they would only regard as
fitting them for employment, probably im connection

with clerical work, tesching and things of that kind.

We do feel that the supply probably exceeds the demand
in those lines, and that the present policy perhaps

has a tendeney to oreate a u‘rpm of educated Natives
that eennot be absorbed,




There 1s slso the question of overseas edusstion which we
feel, generally speaking, is bad, We feel that the influence
of the overseas atmosphere is not, generally speaking, for
the benefit of the Natives, except inm exceptional eiroumstanges.

DR, ROBERTS: Does it exist?~ I do not see
any instence, so far as this distriet is concerned; we have
three or four that I know of who have gone overseas snd I do
pot think 1t has done them any good and I believe there are
certain shjusttsnzx bodies who do give assistance in regard
to sending Natives overseas for edugetion, certain Trusts
wnich exist im different perts of the country to help in
the overseas edugation of Natives for professions such as
the medica)l profession; I do not say that they are extensive
or numerous,

¥R, LUCAS: From what pofnt of view do you say
that 4t hes mot done good?- Usually, our experiensce of the
Native who goes overseas -- we say he does not make & sudoess
of sducation there, he probably spends most of the substance
which his parents have provided in the belief that when he
somes back he will restore the family fortunes - whioch he
does not do, He takes sdvantage of the money provided
to have more or less a good time, ss far ss he can obtain
1t, and gemerally speaking his mental ability is mot such
a8 to enable him to qualify in the professions which he
goes in for.

ARE you making that statement om the four
gases you kaow of?- That is all I can go on.

DR, ROBERTS: Have you got four?- Yes,
(Mr, Joffe) Perhaps not in the immediate vacinity, but in
the surroundings. In Basutoland I know of a couple.

Would you say that Dr, Moroeeo is a ocase in
point?- I would not say that,
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Aud Dr, Tengo Jabavu and Dr, Walema?- I won't
gay that, (Mr, Gray) I know that thers are a souple of
Faros in this district and FPitwano from Basutolend, MYy
knowledge of those is that they are not likely to derive
real benefit from overseas education and personally, exoept
in exoeptional cases - and one osnnot judge of the result
from exgeptions - that is my opinion, and in the exeeptional
onses which I mention, I do mot say it has not been valuable,
put I am dealing with it from a general point of you,
conneoted with this question of edugstion, in regard to
the primary education, of course, one perhaps has s feeling
that this is very elosely linked up with the effort of the
missionery bodies, ohristianising Natives and education,
of course, is regarded as one of the features of religious
bodies, There is a bit of a race, I think, for supremecy
or at anyrate a sort of competitive element arises in
religlous bodies towards establishing schools, having large
numbers of schools and inoreasing the number of soholars
they have under their control snd providing them as much
as they oan with eduestion, with the idea thet this is
the best they can do for them next to the religious
{nstructions which is given to them, aud Just as an expres-
sion of opimion, it is felt that there is too much help
given im regard to the providing of education for Natives
veyond a certain low standard, which should be sufficient
under present conditions to enable them perhaps to read
and write, and & little more then that we gounsider i
negessary, exoept in ompu'-nl cases or those cases
whioh are regquired for the professions or the openings
whioh may be available for them, Faturslly, there is
s supply of REximmx teachers too who have to be educated,
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There is & certain number who may be required im the way
of glerical assistantes and as salesmen in stores, and
education there also is very valuable. But we feel

that there is some means whereby, perhaps an idea could

be obtained as to what the demand would be, i.0. how many
of that type could be absorbed, snd we feel that something
might conceivably be done to weed out those with more
special promise for higher edugetion and not more or less
provided in the menner im which it is available at present,
which we think is rather excessive,

QHAIMMAN: 'Weed out' is rather an unfortunate
expression with regard to promising e ople?~ It may be,
but at sayrate, as regards this, there is always the
possibility of getting some idea from those who are oconmected
with the training institutions as to what the requirements
may be and, if too much is provided im the way of the
pumber, them it becomes, I think, sgevil and the question
1--umrmwﬂpuomuhwdw1msm
the number of institutions or opportunities that are pro-
viding the institutions in whieh the more advanced education
is given,

SENATOR VAN NIRERRK: Is the standpoint that
the educational system unsuitable. Some get ne edugation
and some get too much?- My view is that, as regards
edugstion, there could be no objestion to the low standards,
The tesching of reading and writing, up to perhaps standard
I11, but when you go beyond that, &n regard to the ma jority
I thiaok 1% is wasted, My view is that, in the great
majority of cases, beyond standard III one should comcentrate
on occupationsl wark.

DR, ROBERTS: Do you regard educstion as a
wasteful thing, or » wasteful thing on the Native?- I regard
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it as wasteful on the Native ia his present state of
development and the opportunities which offer themselves.

¥%. LUGAS: I not that looking st it entirely
from the Buropean point of view?- Yes, it mey be, because
we are adopting the Buropean point of view largely ia owr
educational system dealing with the Natives, We have
not adapted our education to them., We have adapted our
own system %0 them,

Are you mot igooring the Native's interest in
the statement you make?- Ido not see it, If you esn provide
the opportunity, give him the edugation, but not otherwise,
The question is, have you got the opportunity to provide
nim with.

pR, ROBERTS: You mentioned occupatioms. Do
you think that there sre more openings for ocoupstions sush
as bricklayers, masons, carpenters, ete., than as teachers,
clerks and secretariest- I do not say that there are more
openings for thas, but I do say that, if the Yative has
the education, we will say from sn agricultursl point of
view, and is educated on proper lines, he csn be regsrded
‘a8 & most useful employes, say on the farm, for instance,
He knows the elements of agriculture, He is taught how the
farm work should be conducted, He is taught something in
the way of the elementary rudiments of veterinary seience
== that Native, if he is industrious, should be sble %o
sommand & very much better wage than the ordimary Native
and the soope for .n.hin in regard to Netives of that
type would be very great im this country,

MR, MOSTERT: Do you conesider that there i
sn over-produstion of sducsted Netives?- Yes,
And under-sbsorption?- Yes,
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We cannot today absord the educeted Native inm
this country?- Not im the situation which he expeocts to have.
Now what is your experience, will the educsted
N¥ative go and do the ordinery manual labour?- Not exoept
in what you might eall extreme pressure or compulsion,
stress of ciroumstances.
Has that arisen alresdy?- Yes, you do find it

ocossionally, I do kmow of educated Natives who do manual
lasbour.

DR, TOBERTS: And a generation hence you may
nave every Native dducated?- That is an expression of
opinion; I doubdt 1%,

| I go beok to 1872 and the same arguments which
you use were then used to prevent general education in
scotland snd England?- I take it that ecomomic conditions
under those oircumstences were very different from what they
are today - ecomomic conditions in Burope then were very
different from what they are among the Natives today.

¥R, NMOSTERT: You consider that the sudden
uplifting of the Native is wrong?- Yes, A gradusl uplifting
would be better,

fhe development of the Native suould be gradual?-
Yes,

would you advooste Shat tunat to be in anything
but his own language?- His edusation?

Yest- I take it his education must be in the
furopean languages of the eountry.

CHAIRMAN: Why must it be?- To render his
educstion of value to him, Otherwise I do not see how he
is going to value his edugation.

Do you not look upon edugcatiom rather as a tool
towards esraing more money than the uplifting of the mind:-
Certainly, as regards the Native. I sm not looking towards
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it as upliftiog the mind, but as a factor towards uplifting
end improving his omn development,

Wnioh ie more important, the uplifting of hie
mind, or the improvement of his economic positiont- I take
1t you osnnot uplift his mind if his economic condition is
unsatisfactory. You are not likely to have much success,
The wellbeing of the body is a great fagtor in regard to
the condition of the mind,

DR, ROBERTS: We know of a Greek who lived
in & tub? Thet may be. The next subjeet on which we
want to speak is with regard to the grest value of occupational
tmeining and what could be dome in the develppment of indust-
ries %o provide education for the Natives, It 1s diffioult
to say whether anything of that kind could be dome, but one
looks beyond for avemues of employment, The value and
the asset whioh you have im Native labour, but the difficulsy
T think is the absence of what you mignt call loeal industries
in which this lsbour could be employed. It 12 suggested
in the first place, in so far as agriculture is concerned,
thet agrioultural education would be of value and would
make the Native a more valusble help on the farms where he
worke; and he would probably get better conditions and
better pay and improve himself generally if he had a falr
knowledge of elementary asgriculture snd so om, And the
next question is whether there is any mesns by which the
loeal products 4f the country cen be napufactured by hendi-
work. They have in certaim parts of the territories
gertain schooles where they tesch spinning and weaving snd
that sort of thing, snd if the negessary ysra could be
supplied at a low figure, probably there would be mesns o
employment for large numbers of Native giris and women in
weaving materials for themselves and otherx uses among
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themselves, That 1s aleo one of the factors in which
oocgupational training would be very veluable indeed, and
then there are such things as training in woodwork,, sarpenters.
One might have 1t extended in s0 far as furniture manufaoture
and certain kinde of work of that nature, and generally \
speaking, those are the lines on whioh we should like to |
make a few remarks as to what is felt if it were possible
to foster them, Those might be lines which might = improve
the oconditions of the Natives and provide employme &, provide
grester sgope for them, to benefit them and the country
generslly. I think that is all I have to say on the
question of edusation,

DR, ROBERTS: You do not visualise a time when
the Transkei, being a purely Native territory, would be managed
entirely by Natives?- Yes, I do,

Would mot that give you s very large ares to
deal with your required postmasters, stationmasters, assistant
magistrates and olerks?- Of gourse, that vision, I take i%,
is in the rather distant future. The foundstion has %o be
built before say such state of affairs cen come within the
scope of graoctiesl polities,

You do mot think that we are moving very swifsly
in thet direction im certain portionsff South Africs. I am
only putting & question to you?- I hardly think se., My
experience of the Native is that he will, for a considerable
time still, require conmtrol,

we all do, some more and some less. You do ]
not think that some of these posts would be filled in that 1
way, assistant postmesters, stationmasters, as far as possible?-
There you have a very difficult question, Until segregatiom
has been earried out to a very much greater extent than at
present, I do not think so. It is the contact between Natives
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which is the difficulty.

MR, LUCAS: Supposing it were active policy to
carry out what Dr, Roberts has suggested, do you think it
would take very loag?- It would be bound to take a fairly
considerable time, I do not see how it could be introduced
exoept over a falrly long peried,

Yhat do you oall a long peried, ten yearst- Wo,
at least twenty years,

DR, ROBERTS: Iwas thinking of two generations?-
Yes, (wr, Joffe) And expel the Ruropean element altogether?

DR, ROBERTS: No by no means?- (No answer)

SENATOR VAN NIRKERE: The Buropesn element will
nave to bow to the faot that this is Native territory and
the ¥ative will have preference nere?- Do you say that s
Native magistrate would be able to try sn Europesn, and so
on?

DR, ROBERTS: No, noone proposes that?- I see,

CHAIRMAN: I want to pat a question to you as
member of the Chamber, I should like to kuow what the atti-
tude of the Chamber is with regard to the question of Srading
licenses being granted %0 Natives in Native reservest?- I
have a note on that, At present the Native is entirely
unfitted snd unsuitable to carry & license of any deseription,
We have had one or two cases where Natives have been trading
snd oarrying om, but they have been faillures,

Why do you think that tney are unsuited?- First
of all they have not got the mesns; secondly, they have
not got the busimess ability whioch Buropeans have, and if
they are to compete with Buropesns they will never stand it,

let us take the question of the means, first of
ell., I think you will perhaps aduit Shat you will occcas-
ionally find individusls, Natives, who do have the mesns?-
well, I & not know of aay,
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We have come across some?- (Mr, Gray) There
are Natives wuo have the means,

We have come across some who have the means,
With regard to the ability, 1s 1t not rether the case of
aot belng sble to lesra to ewis until you are in the water?-
Quite so. Ve have had experience of one or two Native
traders in this distriet,

I realise those difficulties, but in prineciple,
i# there any objection that you, as people representing the
trading community, could raise from your point of view against
trading licenses being given to Natives?- We would very
much objeot %o 1t, I think,

1 should like to get the ground of the objections.
The other two are objections from the Natives point of view,
from the point of view of the man who goes dovn, But
supposing he does not mind going down, what is your attitude
as furopesn tradera?- The economio faotor would aleso enter.
The Native comes in and he lives very M.ph and his over-
nead charges would be considerably lower then those of the
Ruropean, and we could not stand against them,

SENATOR VAN NIREERE: You could apply the
same %0 the Indiant- That is the feeling of Natal today.

MR, LUCAS: There i» this point, that the
Natives are wanted to live in their own reserves, and there-
fore every inducement snould be given to make them live in
their own aress and to keep them out of ocoupstions in
Ruropean aress, Thet being 20, 12 it not fair to say
that they shall have the right to run their own stores in
their own aress?- Yes, I understand thet view, and I
understand that they have the right, There is no law
to prevent them from haging a license,

The poliey 1s to segregate the Native and to keep
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bim out of ocoupstions smong the Buropeans. Is not the
only logiecal, ressonable and fair alternative, that he
should be allowed to do these things in his own area, even
ageinst the objections of Chambers of Commerce ani individusl
traders?- The individusl trader would have no objection
to the Native getting his license on the same footing as
the Buropean,

Should not it go further snd should not the
position be that Natives should have the exelusive right to
trade in their own aress?- No, I do not think so. I

shall give you my own oase. 1 have a number of stores in
three differeat districts., I certainly would mot objest to
s Native competitor, as & matter @ fsot he would be & very
sasy man %o compete with,

I understood you to sey that he would nmot,
beosuse he could live more oheaply?- He would not get the
means of suppors.

But supposing he got the means of support?- He |
would not earry on very long. Who would support a Native i
|

today. Say he came into & wholessle house today and asked
for support, saying that he would like two or three tnousand
pounds oredit.
Let us suppose for a moment that he got that?-

1 do not think that he oould, but if he did well perhaps
be could earry on then, for s certain period; but he is
bound to fail.

MR, MOSTERT: I thought you said he could not
earry ont- No.

¥R, LUGAS: Is your objection in the interest
of the Native == 18 it not rather than the Buropean hawing
the right to trade wants to keep it?- o, the Native ia
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unfitted and not able to carry on,

The facts are againet you in certain areas?-
I am only talking of this looslity.

Wnet is done in other areas oan be done here.
Supposing thet we got over the difficulties and Natives were
found who hed means and ability, then what ressom can you
give againet the Natives haviang the right teo trade, snd
againet thelir having an exelusive right to trade in the
reserves?- I would not be againet the Native having the
right to trade, but I would be opposed to his having the
exclusive right to trade, _

In those oircumstances, do you think that the
Native should have the right to trade in Buropean aress?- I
do not think that he would last, ;

let us leave that ous?- No, I do mot think so,

CHAIRMAN: If the Buropean is to have the right
to trade in Native I'!.ll. should not the Native have the
right to trade in Buropesn aress?- If a Native siould ask
the Wuniocipality of Matatiele for the right to trade here,
theres would be no objection provided he had the mesns,

Therefore, in prineiple, thers is no objection
to the Native having treding righte?- I do not think so.
But I would have su objeotion 1if a Native were granted a
license without sny conditions. A license should be granted
to him on the understanding thet he is to earry on and not
make a business of bartering his license whioh is happening
today daily in places in Bssutolsnd, and the Government of
Basutoland will mot allow that, If the man falls, that
license begomes extinet and no transfer can be given.

You speak of bartering the license?- Yes,
selling the license. Say a Native gets a license and he
sells it to an Buropean next door,
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Supposing an Europesn firm goes insolvent, is
i1t not quite common to sell that business as a going oconera
to the highest bidder?- If & mean fails legitimately he has
the right.

Wny do you suggest that the Native trader is in
all oases illegitimate? If a Native trader sees that he
oannot oarry on, naturally seme European or some other body
would apply for his license,

The sale of the ligense to an Buropean could be
pravented?- To anyone.

Woet is ssuge for the goose is ssuce for the gande:
- not suggesting in this osse who is the goose and who is the
gander. If the Buropesn fails, his license is s%ill an
economic ssset inm the estate, whioh can be sold, why should
not tnat economic asset im the Estate of the Native also be
capsble of being sold?- I would mot sey he could mot sell
bo anyonme, but certsinly he should not be allowed to make a
business out of i, (Mr, Gray) It 12 a question of trading
sites, mot of trading license. The question is, if the
Native applies for the site and gets 1t granted, the Rative
who has no intention of cerrying on & legitimate business
at all barters his license, He may put up a small building,
10 by 12 ft,, get sbout £10 worth of goods in and then he
goes about hawking this site and he makes a profit from
selling this site,

We have had similer things with Europeans?-
Yes, with Buropesns or Natives,

PR, ROBERTS: Are you stating the osse properly.
Before he gets the site, should he be required to get an
endorsement from the Magistrate, snd then if anything took
place afterwards, the same routine would have %o be gone
throught- (Nr. Gray) Yes, applications for permission
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to transfer. I do not think a man's ability to carry on
is enquired into, The question is really the sultability
of the people and the question whether the site warrants a
license,

¥R, NOSTERT: [Here is the point. In purely
Native reserves, should licenses be granted to Natives only
and should the Native make over his license only to Natives
and not to snyoue else?- I do not kuow that we have sny
ligenses unde: those conditions,

We are speaking of anything thet may eventuate.
The Natives get a site and they would then, by bartering or
speculation, make it over to some other Buropean?- And make
perhaps £100,

But if they oan only make 1t over to some other
Natives, that would stop that sors of thing?- Yes, (Mr, Joffe)
And then there 1s this, One Native wants %0 have a trading
ligense next to an Buropean, - I heard one Native witness
saying thet, Under the present law you have the five miles
distance, We would certainly object to s Native having his
store next to ours,

SENATOR VAN NIEXERK: Will the time not come
when we shall have to do away with that five miles?- I think
the time will come very soon when you will have to make it
ten miles, not five,

MR, MWOSTERT: I think he said "over the fenoce"?-
Well, over the fenoe. It mesns esch lioense gets about
five morgen, You cennot expeot him to have a store within
eleven agres,

¥R, LUCAS: Do you have NHative salesmen?-

Nost of mine are Buropeans,

But have you Native salesmen?- I have,

Are they satisfactory?- Fairly.

Wnat wages do you pay them?- Well, I have native
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in towm here serving in the store who get as much as
£7.10.0 a month,

¥hat length of experience would they have for that?-
This particular Native I am referring to has had considerable
experience.

"hat do you mean by that?- About ten years.

He bas improved with time?- Yes,

MAJOR ANDERSON: Was he edugated to start with?- L
He had a certain amount of education, but very poor, |

MR, LUCAS: But he has got the ability to be a
salesman?- Quite.

Does he hawe to keep any accounts?- No,

He Just receives the cash and puts it in the ti11%-
He Just serves and nothing else.

Has he the right to give credit?- ¥No.

He 1s not alone in the store?- He has another
Native with him,

Who settles sbout giving coredit?e 1 do not allow
them to do that., I will give the instance of another Native
who has been with me for seven yesrs, also educated, and who
has worked with me on one of my out stations as manager of
the store, For a number of years I allowed him to give
oeredit.

YWas he successful?- Fairly.

And he was in charge of the store, you say?- Yes,

pid he have any assistants with him?- Yes, one.

Did they work well together?- Falrly.

Have you auy views to express on the credit system?.
Amongst the Nativea?

Yeatl- Yeu, It i to my mind very undesirable.
I will give you sn instance. I must have in my bDooks today
what I call dormsnt sccounts to the extent of about £3,000;
1 have no hope of colledting 1it. To my mind that is due
ghiefly to competition of the other stores. The others gave
oredit and I gave oredit similarly: but it is no use; it tend
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to make the Native poorer, I will give you an instance,
I had eight branches; one Native had no hu than seven
different sccounts - the same Native - with me,

DR. ROBERTS: Under the same name?- Yes., In
one or two instences they have 1t under different names. But
thet 18 my experience,

Over what period has that £3,000 been acoumulating
7= About ten years.

Taking 1t on the whole, 1s it not correct that
the Native bas & very high seanse of honour sbout debt?- Well,
if you send them a letter of demand they do make efforts to
pay, but I would not say they have a high sense of honour,

Is 1t not generally the faot that the payment
is postponed for a loag period, but thet ultimately the
money comes in?- WHo, I would not say that,

MAJOR ANDERSON: How much have you had to write
of f as bad debts finally?- I will have to write off £3,000
- that is dormant money; the whole of that will come as a
bad debt,

MR, LUCAS: Taking it over the whole period
that 1t has been inourred, what percentage of turnover does
it represent?- Well, today a trader with coredit outstanding
amongst Natives should not value it, to my mind, at more
than two thirds.

That is not my point, You nhave £3,000 outstand-
ing - over how many years did you say?- About ten years,

I do mot waut to pry into your affairs, but over
the ten years your turnover must be substantial?- Yes.

Is thet the percentage on your turnover?- I
could mot tell you that.

Is it one percent?- It is considerably more,

One percent only represents £300,000 turnover
in ten years for eight stores. I do not want to press you
on it, begause you may not want to give the figure; but
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£3,000 for eight storee over ten years does not seem to me

to be high; 1t would be much mere than that in the town?-

The position is tnie, when I say £3,000; for instance we

take stoek: 4n making up a balence sheet we wipe off certaim
accounts thet we thinz are bad, The changes are we have
written off bad ones, and the doubtful ones are £5,000 «

which I consider are bad now,

On what basis do you proceed when you are giving
oredit? I am Just trying to find out the facte, I am not
trying to find fault with you or any other trader?- On the
vasis of giving oredit?

Yeat?- If we think he is an honest Native, in
gase we have to press him, the ohances are we will get it
out of him.

For how long do you give him oredit?- For about
six months - esch sheering seasom as they call it.

Do you have a fixed amount for all Natives, or
does it vary?- It varies,

Shat is the meximusz you would ellow?- Well,
one Native I hade on my books owes me about £100,

That must be unusual, is it not?- Yes, 1t is,

Are there sny debts of that size included in
your £3,0007- Wo.

What would be sn ordinary sized debt amongst that
£3,0007- Amongst the Natives auything up to a fiver.

S0 that the £35,000 is made up of a large number
of small items?- . That is right.

Are there many among those debtors that have died
?« There would be & few, bDut not many.

¥het is the mein resson for their fallure to pay?
A lot of them go away to the mines and we do not see them
agein., A lot get killed on the mines.

MAJOR AND:RSON: When a Native dies have you say
chance of recovering from his Estate or family?- I have hed
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Natives who were not obliged to do that, yet they came and
sald they would pay, and they have paid; but I would have
no reoourse,

¥®, LUCAS: You find that although not legally
1iable to pay, the relatives come and pay?- Yeas,

Would that be the exceptiont- Yes,

We have had edidence it is the rule. You heard
the evidence of Noshesh about oredit?- No.

What is your system about cakh and oredit?- My
system is tule: Af a Native is of any good at all or of
any value, I charge him the same as for cash., I know of
gases where Sraders have said, "We will teke a chance of
losing something; we shall have to add something om to 1t".

1 have heard of such cases, but I would not say 1t is a
genersl rule smongst traders, ':l

At the end of six months, what steps do you Sake?- ’
We generally ask for the sccount; or if he pays off saything, |
nowever little, we meet them, If they ignore it sdtogether,
we naturally try to get it out of them,

Do you add imterest?- In very old acoounts we
have done 1%,

At what rete?- There is no such thing as six or
seven percent; it is generally & shilliag or something like
that.

Is there any rule about adding ten percent?-

Not that I kmow of,

Do you purchase from the Natives any of their
produce for casi, or do you only barterte Well, for produce
and wools it 18 all cash; for mealies it is a rule that 1%
is barter,

What are the reasons for the difference?- The
reason is this - as a matter of fact I have a moteof 1t; I

am quoting my own oase. I gemerally buy four or five dm
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thousand bages of mealies from the Natives of a very inferior
type. When the time comes that they have to buy food, they
will not buy their own mealies back unless pressed to do so;
they generally prefer imported mealies, of which I impors
twice or three times as much as what I buy. They buy it back
at 8 reduged figure, and for thet resson one would not be
prepared to pay ¢ash, I have a branch close to Umzimkulu;

I pay 5/~ & bag more for their own mealies: I lame 5/ a bag
jast to buy their produse in order to take the goods and
facilitate trade, As I say, I lme 5/- per bag in doing so.
They will mot buy it back agein, I have to expart it as
hominy ochop. I sell it to the millers; I jJust sell 1t %o
the millers and they do the rest, They ship it,

MR, MOSTERT: Is it the No,7 - that is a mixed
mealie?- It is a mixed mealie and very dark snd of inferior
type.

MR, LUCAS: Is there anything else that you de
not pay cash for?- I tn_g____thou are the only two producés
they have - mealies and wool, For hides and skins, for 1
instance, we pay cash, l

GCHAIRMAN: Do you buy csttle from thet- Yes,
and we pay ocash,

Do they sell any considerable number of animals?-
Yes, they do,

Do you slaughter?- Yes; there is quite a good
trede in that., The farmers buy them, or men like Sparks &
Young, of Durban, send round their representatives and buy
them up. I know on the Mount Fletoher side they go %o
Cape Town,

MR, LUCAS: Puring the last ten years have you
noticed any improvement in the mealies produced?- I have beem
here for a number of years « 13 years - and I have not seen
the slightest improvement in Native sgriculture.

Thet i# in the time you have been in this dls-
triot?- Yes, For instance, Umzimkulu « their type of
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produge, like their mealies, compares very well with the
Europeans.

That is better than here then?- Yes, considerabdly

better. When I bring the mealies from the Umsimkulu side,
the Natives have no grumble or grouse,

Do you know what the reason for the difference is

7- 1 suppose the Native goes in for a better olass of seed,

You do not kmow why they go im for a better olass

than here?- I take it the Natives round about here have not
been taught,.

¥AJOR ANDERSON: Have they had chances of agri-
sultural education down there?- I think our nearest stat iom
is Tsole, which is s considerable distence from here The
Natives do not readily take to going there and learning.

I mede » note of 1t and, to my mind, I think if an experimen-

tal station were established and they were perhaps given a
1ittle seed, for the first year or two -==

You attribute that better seed at Umzimiulu to
the influence & Tsolo?- I do mot say that.

¥, LUCAS: But there has been some training
there?= Yes,

You think if it were brought to the notigce of
the Natives here there would be s different result?- I
think so,

We had evidence that the soll here is very
fertile?- I quite believe that.

The rainfall is sufficlient?- Yes. They have
very fertile soll here,

Do you find the Eurcpesan farmers here use
artificisl mamure?- Yes, _

And the Natives?- They do nothing of the sort,

We were told this morning that the mealies grew
very high but the grain is not too goodle It 1s Native
superstition,
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What is the position of the Natives in the
reserves here; are they fairly well off or poor?- I would
not say fairly well off; the witness Moshesh had not & hoof.

He said he individuslly had not?- Yes, but I
think the Native individually is fairly well off, but very
few have banking sccounts,

Do they spend the money they get?- Yes, they
generally do.

Do you know of sny hoarding?- I know of ome case
where & Native hoards all his money.

Put that is unususl?- Yes, that is unususl,

SENATOR VAN NIZKERK: I the Native becoming more
of a spendthrift or inclined to spend more then formerly?-
Ro, I-uumuytht.mthl-un-hmutb
mines has aoquired the habit of dressing and obteining
luxuries and is inelined to spend a iittle more; Dbut the
Native, to my mind, living in the locat ion, has not chsnged
a bit,

loutmmu-j.uynmumw_
or mines now?t= Yes they do.

So the c¢lases you are referring to as not spend-
ing are dying out?- Yes, the tendency is that they are
inclined to spend a little more, but to a very slight degree.

It is the old men who sre gareful, is it%- Yes.

But the younger omes are the ones who have gone
out and learnmed to spend?- The tendency of the Native who
1ives here is, & mouth or two after money has come im, %o
buy osttle; I have of ten received money from Natives - two
or three pounds st & time = to 'ry and secure them a heifer
or tolley of some sort.

Have you noticed any cheange in the level of
wages in the time you have been in this distriot?- You memn
loeelly.
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Taking the ferming more then the town?- 'nn.
1 do not think I am prepared to give an opinion on that,
but I imegine it would be somewhat higher,

Could not you tell from the amount they oon
spend with you mow?- No, I would not be able to say.

Have pou noticed any cheage in the demand for
different types of goods im the time you have been here?-
You mean merchandise?

Yes?- You do not mean such as implements, do
you?

Leave out implements for the moment? ---

SENATOR VAN NIGKERE: Say prints?- Yes they go
in for s better olass of goods mow; you will even see a
Nstive girl dressed in a ordpe-de-cninme blouse.

MR, WOSTERT: 811k stockings?- Yes; 1t is an
isolated gase, but you see them,

¥%. LUCAR Treding in beads, for instance, nas
fallen off?- That has fellen off considersbdly.

Now, as for as implementa are concerned}- I am
sorry to ssy, in the way of improvement I have seen none;
there are one or two oases, but es s rule they still stick
to the single furrow plough, as they did ten years ago.

Do you think that is a guestion of the expense?-
To my mind, I do not think it is the question of the expense,
but the sllotment of the land 1s so smell; I think the
Native generally gets about two acres, but I am mot sure
on that point; but it is so sma )l that the two or three
furrow plough would be wasted; they osn do the work with a
one furrow plough.

And have they got the animals to plough deeper
if they wanted to?- Yes, I think so,

Have you noticed in the time you have been here
suy change inm the attitude € the Natives towards the whites'
Spesking personally, I have never hed sny trouble with the
Satives; I have never had any disrespect from the Natives,



Chamber of Commerce
Hative Evidence

and to my mind they are a very law-abiding and respectful
people, snd I do not think they have in auy way changed for
the worse,

Do you think the attitude of the Natives generally
towards the Buropesn generally has remsined about the same,
speaking with reference to this area?- Yes. There 12 one
thing I would like to mention. I notioced one witness
mentioned the pay of the headman, To my mind it ies a very
sound suggestion that the Native headman should be paid more
and so do away with a lot of suspicion, bribery and so on,

- -

) Hotheverosss Bedey adapums (Wiabi. Levyer's olerk)

onlled and examined:-

CHAIRMAN: Will you earry on please?-
(Madapuna): (Speaking in English): You have dealt with Wo.l, |
(1). In comnection with 1 (2), I will say this, there sre ne
sdvantages in oonnection with detridalisation., Now, with
regard to 1 (3), I give the same answer as in conneotion with
3 (1); there are mo advanteges, |

Let us just stop at that point for & minute. There
are a large number of detribalised Natives in the country.
You work im town and have your income in town, but do you still
retain yoar tribal tles?- Yes

You do not consider yourself a detribalised Native
t= No, and I do not want to be ome.

Gen you tell us why, 1f there are no advantages
in detribalisation, 0 meny Natives bresk away from their
tribes?- Ah, how you come to it. The resson for it is this.
I will put it this way, first of all, The Native 1s like o
bee; he hangs on to what you oell the queen bee. The white
men has pulled off the queen bee, and has done sway with the
Natives' ohlef; consequently he flies snywhera. Do you

follow my point?
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Apart from the fact that there is no queen bee,
are there any other thimngs making for detribalisation?- Yes;
1 do not see the fun of 1%, Mr, Che irman, for this ressont
a detribalised Native is not accepted by the Natives; he
is not sccepted by the coloured: and he is not sccepted by
his own people, He is like s metohstick in a box; he has
got no home, If you do mot follow me, please ask me.

MR, LUCAS: What exaotly do you mean by a
detribalised Native?- A Native who has ssorificed all his
tribal conditions.

He does not recognise a ohief at all?- That 1
1t, and he has oo time for him.

DR, ROBERTS: Have you met any like Shat?- I
have met with them in Durban,

You have not met with them im this country?-
¥o, exoept people whom I esll highway people.

MAJOR ANDERSON: And in the large towna?- Yes;
the people dowmn there are influencing these people more and
more to get out of tribel conditions,

Are there many of them inm the large towns?- I
ren way from Durban.

CHAIRMAN: Becusse you did not 1ike them?- 1
have no time for them.

I understand that point, that there is no centre
round which they cem concentrste, that there is no chief;
bat there must be other reasons. Bo they give it up oone-
solentiously?- Circumstances for ce some of them to do it,

Like?- Iike poverty and other things.

SENATOR VAN NIEKERK: When he leaves his tribe
he is not so very poor?- No. To start with, when he goes
out there, he goes there to ocome baok, but then he gets
swallowed up.

CHAIRMAN: He becomes poor in the town and cannot
get away from the town because he i2 poor; he 1s like the

-
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Jew in Scotland (Laughter)?- (No answer,)

MR, M3 TERT: Ie it not that the young boy leaves
nis parents, gets away to Johamnesburg, Durbsn or the other
big eities, and does not come back home; he likes the 1ife
and says the 1ife of the looation or the reserve is too hard
for him, or it 1s sot plessant emough for him; is not that
the reason?- Well, there are young men who have left here
and who, when they get there, say, im the locations they eat
the head, and they only get the entrails, and when they get
to the towns tmtwtbhdh_-tummrnl say the
conditions are better - and they emd in what I e¢nll prodigal
children,

DR, ROBZRTS: They may come home?- Yes; I saw
one man who left im 1805 and only cewe back in 1922; he wes
quite hopeless then; his foot wes in the greve.

CHAIRMAN: He was a stranger im his own tribe?-
He was found in Johamnesburg by his dsughter,

Did his people bring him back?- Yes.

He did not come bsck of his own scoord?- WNoj
he had mo money or anything.

¥ill you earry on with yowr next point please?-
We have now resched No.4 (1). I may add something to that.
In these parts nowadays, pbverty is growing very fest among
the Netives,

DR, ROBERTS: Among all Natives?- Yes., Somee
thing is wrong somewhere; they are not what they were and
what they should be, Yhen they come into towns they know
pot what the town life is. The first thing they do 1is to
get iato trouble in couneotion with 11lieit ugﬁ. and the
next thing is they are x'skebenges' or nighwaymen,

MR. LUGAS: Do you mean somebody who robs and
steals; is that what you mean?- Yes, and sometimes he kills,
In Matatiele, there is a gang of plecoeanins in 2 1ittle plant-
stion. I do mot know what the position 1= going to be in
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five yoars' time,

DR. ROBERTS: They are there now slone?- Yes,

cuxl_ln: Where are their parents?- Outside,

In the reserve?- Yea.

They have run away?- Yea

Have you no committee of sensible men who can
deal with them?- No, there is no committee.

MR, LUCAS: Cannot you make games for them and ‘
interest them in decent things, instesd of their runaning wild?.
It should be done by the Couneil.

If the Gaunoil will not do it, should mot you
people do 1t7- We have piccaniny minds to think about it;
but I thank you very much for giving the hint,

You give them games?- They buy too much mest ;
when you come soross them they tell you, "We eat plenty of
meat which we get from the butoher®.

CGHAIRMAN: Just one point on that, Do not the
psrents try and get thess boys baek?- I think ome or twe
nave attempted 1t, but unfortunately ome perent gave Rz boy
s tremendous hammering, and the polioce threstened to send
nim to Jail; they said he overdid 1it.

¥hy do not the perents warry sbout the ohildren
here; among your people, children are sn ssset?= That is so.

Why do the perents allow their ohildren to run
away and stay there?- In ome or two cases, the psrents of
these boys are im very poor oirgumstenges. The end of the
whole thiang, I stould sey, will be the jail.

For the ohildren?- And the parents,

MR, LUCAS: Where are the parents living, that
they are so poorf- In the locet ion.

In town?- Fo.

In the reserve?- Yes,

Are meouny Natives so poor as that then?- WNo.

Why are they so poor in the location?- It is
difficult to say. Thers are some people who have been there
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ginoe I have grown up, and they are still poor today. In

the locetion I am referring to, we have one of the best headmen
in the district, and those parents have plenty of lends., That
grayheaded men there (indicating), has given them all kinds

of facilities, but they will not grasp them.

CHA IRMAN: Is it that they will not work?- I
do not know; I do not know whether Gal 's finger is there o
not (Lesughter).

DR. ROBERTS: Have you no committee st 211 of
Native men in the tovn which deals with them?- No, we have not

CHAIRMAN: Are sny steps being taken %o form a
committee in the loeation; your logation is new?- Which
location?

Your urben loestion - your people living in
Matatiele?- Oh, I see; there {s 8 committee; there sre six
people there under the control of the Town Clerk,

Six NWatives?- Yes, that is right.

gannot that Committee look imto the matter of the
small boys?- I will come to that just mow. Will you keep
1t in mind please, Mr. Chairman, I now come to item 6 (1).
Myself, conservative as 1 am, I really do not know who is the
head of the distriat, There is the magistrate - he is
sppointed by Government to supervise the Natives; and then
there 1s the sheep inspector.

DR . ROBERTS: But he supervises sheep?- He sits
on the headmanj the gattle inspector sits on the headman,

CHAIRMAN: What do you mesn by "Sits on the
nesdman"?-  He gives directions. There is the forrester;
he is also sitting on the headman. There is the policeman;
he does the same, Ten there is the school inspector; and
indirectly the parsom is also putting his finger into 1%.
(Laughter).

SENATOR WAN NIEKERE: And the tescher?- Not very
mich. I will give you an instance now, while we are about it
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The Magistrate gave instructions a few years ago for the
policeman to go to a certain hesdmen to allot land, and
that the policeman must be back by a certaim date, That 1is
one item, The sheep inspector sent to the seme headman to
wern the sheep owners to collect their sheep at a certain
spot, Have an hour thereafter, another policeman ceme
and told the same headmen that Mr. Kirk wanted to immooulate
the ocattle against anthrex. During the same evening a
constable came with an Umzimkulu warrant, n’d wanted the
neadman to assist him to srrest a certain individual, During
the same night the deteotives came and wanted the headman's
assistance in arresting s certain individual whom they had
npottoﬁ. While they were arguing the point, a naked
woman came running into the hut, erying for sll she was
worth, - she Jumped clesn into the house snd said "My
musband is thrashiog me",  And whille the headman was con-
soling her and his wife was putting olothing on this naked
woman, another Native came and told the headman that his
sub-hesadman was killed, He had a bit of a shock; but
all the same he managed to send someone to look after the
dead body uatil someone oame.

¥R. MOSTERT: But that does not happen every

I am coming to that, The position o the

ﬁ:ﬂ;.noﬁ ::{n he is one of those unfortunate people who,
if I may be allowed to say so, has no time to breath, His
position is very unhappy. He is pulled about by everybody.
He goes to the Magistrate, and the Magistrate says "The
shee p inspector is entitled to c¢all upon you". Yeh, he is
111paid, notwithstanding uafortunate ciroumstances. They
will teke cases against the headman, who 1s 1llpaid I
suggest this: Aif he 1s working under such difficulties,
why not pay him sccordingly, according to Civil Service
Regulations,

I now come to 6 (2). At thisstage, Mr.Chairman,
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with the permission of the Megistrate, I will ask you to
visit Ramohlakosne location; it will only be » matter o

half an hour to take you out there, where you will be able

to review three logcations at one time, and you will see how
congested the thing is, Then, if you like, I can resume
after that; but if you prefer it I will continue my evidence.

CHAIRMAN: While we are taking evidence, Wwe
had better go om with 1t?- At the same time, with the per-
mission o the Mayor and the Magistrate, I would ask you at
the same time to inspeot this new place here (indicating).

MR. LUCAS: You mesn the town location?- Yes.
Today, I modify my language; last time my language was a
pit severe when the Minister for Native Affairs was here;
pat I will try and modify it now and say this: the Muni-
olpal Council here has put up elaborate buildings to let
to the Natives; but those buildings have been put up on
a bad site, - an unheslthy site, The buildings themselves
are decent. My objection to the wite is the unhealthiness
of 1%,

DR. ROBERTS: And the om t?- Wo. I say
elaborate buildings have been put up; by that I mean the
Government or the Council, I do not know which, have put
up two decent a thing on a bad site.

CHAIRMAN: Why is the site unhealthy?- All
the rubbish from the town runs there. If you were to go
there duriag the afternoon from Sown, you would say, "Luey
is going to make supper here, but she will get all the flies
into the house."

DR. ROBERTS: And if they shifted the ssni-
tary pits?- The sanitary pits ere too clme.

CHAIRMAN: If they were put scmewhere else?-
¥o, what the Native has been working for for some time is
to get the location ghifted to some other site, for this
reason} the Natives have started to understand that the
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Netive Urban Aress Act is mesnt to be permsnment, and if they
are given s site once and for slways, they must have a site
where they osn have churshes, schools, sud things of & ‘
permanent nature. It is impossidle here.

¥hyt- It is unhealthy, for one thing.

Is it simply unheslthy becsuse the town refuse
goes there?- Not only that, but it is a bit on the hollow
side; all the water runs there from the towm; 1t was a viel
some years 8go.

MR, LUCAS Where do they get the water from
to drink; sre there taps there?- Yes,

While we are on that: todey we have a sympathetl
Msyor. I think if the Commission would assist him he would
see that something is done for the bemefit of the Native,

One day, with those sanitary pits and things, there will be
s terrible epidemic in Matatlele.

You were going to make a third polat?- Yes,
thenk you very much., These buildings are elaborate and very
deoent = but the guestion &s the ocoupants. A man comes
from the loeation, he is poor, has got nothing, snd has u“
this place, and when you go inside you will find - I do lnow
what you oall it im your ecountry, but I kmow in my country we
2811 1t 'skusra' - a skin blacket.

CHAIRMAN: We o0all 1% a karrossle Well, you
look snd you see there is a 'skuara' here snd half s dozen
sagks thers and you go outside and you do not see anything.

You mem the building is so good that those
saoks and that Raross do nmot seenm to be in keeping?- Yes.
It puzzles one's mind., That is my third point.

SENATOR VAN NIEEERK: Is the rent too hight-
The rent is on the high side.

CHAIRMAN: Do the Natives living there find 1t
diffioult to pay that remt of 11/~ @ room?- I think a good
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many of them are in debt as it 1s,

They could have managed with simpler buildings?-
Oh, by @ long way; and 1t has deen my point that in Matatiel
as well as 1o all these country villages, we can still deo
with cheaper housing than those elaborate buildings there,
and could etill be healthier than in this location. I do
not say there is any fsult im the buildings. We are still
conservative and we are poor, and we have these 'squarsas',
Some of the ohildren there you will find sre still naked.
Then, 1o that loostion, if you examine it properly, you will
find something #%t1ll unsuitable, vizi- the ssnitary houses,
On that side there sre the pits; a few yards away there 1a
stagnant water, The sanitary arreangements are not enclosed,
They are done in such & way that my wife will not go there,
There »re eight buckets there outside, and the whole thing
is opens

CHAIRMAN: There is Just an enclosure round
the eight bugkets?- It beats me every time, It should be
partitioned and have decent doors and be a longer distance
away. Some of them are close by. They way it 1s economio-
ally wise, but I do not know, It ie for the Commiseion to
say.

Now we oome to 6 (5). There I prefer to be
ignorant, except just to touch on the sanitation. The
sanitation is good im this way, it 1s exposed to the sum.

If it were done in any other way it would have me beat. Owing
to the way in which the kreals are bullt, one here and one
there, and so on, it is not like & proper village.

Then I come to 6 (7), - i.e. overstocking. The
locations are not only congested with human beings, but also
in regard to stook. You will find, if the Government gives
you a few more days in Matatiele, that the typ of Native in
Motatiele 1s very thrifty. They like to go forward. Many
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attempts have been made by Natives to ape the white man's
stock, They breed the Shorthorn, Frieslands and Angus,
and I do not know what breeds; everyone has been tried, but
all have felled, except the Afrikanders and the Angus,

Why do you think that?- Because there is no
grezing. The Shorthorn and the Frieslands want pleaty of
grass and suitable housing,

On the subject of overstocking, I think you
realise how very harmful & is, not only for the Native, but
also for the ground; he treads out the ground and mekes the
ground less than it was before; I think you realise that?-
I have not much experience, but I must admit that it does
not do the soll any good.

Now, when the white progressive farmer hess %too
many animels on his ferm, he sells some?- He sedls some
every year?

Yes. Why is it that the Natives do not do the
same?- Their circumstances are different, because, to start
with, the Nstive has six oxen with which to plough and only
a few cows, and on acoount of this congestion, if the cows
have oalves this year, it will be two or three years before
they give snother increase,

He keeps on getting other cows and only gets one
oalf in three years; whereas if he has as many cows as the
ground could keep, he would have Jjust as many calves as the
ground would allow?- He believes that the cow is a cow.

Is there any likelihood that they will understand
in the future that a besst is not a beast?- It is improving
now,

Very much?- He looks at cattle in this way;
he wents to get married and that he must reserve some for
that purpose.

SENATOR VAN NIEKERK: Is lobolo the ceuse of
overstocking?- No, I do not say that,
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CHAIRMAN: Go on with what you were saying
please?-  With regard to the stock improving; I have
noticed this in recent years, the nnﬁ is improving his
etock rapidly, because, notwithstanding his failures, he
has made attempts to show at Mount Fletoher, cattle which
cannot be shewn by the Mount Fletcher Native, There are
three or four Natives who have paid £20 for milch cowa.
This 1is considered lunacy by some, but they look upon a
gow of this nature as being better than seven others and
say, "I will stick to her", Well, in that sense if
everybody changed his mind like that, it would be a different
thing: but where would he get his wife}

He would get money and could buy his cattle?-
But then they would cost him £5 aplece. If you come to
Metatiele where people sre very anxious to go forward, you
will find, rather than sell out their cattle, they want to
buy, and for that reason they would waht that ass istance
which the doctor said the Government was giving. If I
understood the doector aright, he seid this morning the
Government might assist us to buy ground, If that were so,
you would find the Matatiele Natives would jJump at it like
anything,

But you will again go on overstoocking snd
overstocking, and will never get on?- But, by that time,
my brain will have changed,

But why not ochange youwr brain now? In the
meantime, you know ses soon as you get bad weather, so many
stook is wiped off; you know that, do you not?- I do.

In a big location you may lose a thousand
head of stoock. Why?s Because that stock is underfed
and immediately you get bad weather, that underfed stook
is wiped off3- There sre two or three Natives in the
loeation of four thousand, who understand the position.
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I will give you au iastance now; I am sorry to have to
poiat to a man in a meeting like this, but this man here
(indicating) is » thrifty man; he buys stook every yeer:
but what 1s the outcome of it? Rvery year he sells twenty
hides.

That is very thrifty, is it not?- It is not
his feult, it is because his neighbours will not weed out
and concentrate on something better,

Wny does he sell the hides?- Because the animals
die - they perish, My point is this; if we have people like
that with intelligence to go forward, why not assist them?

MR, MOSTERT: We want to assist them, but the
intelligence must be in the right direction. There lies
the whole point « the intelligence must be in the right
direetion; and the advicéd we give you is, do not overstook;
sell your beasts; put the money away; pay your lobolo out
of the money you have got; but at present you are making
yourselves poor instesd of rich?~ Why not get other land
and let us put our cattle there?

SENATOR VAN NIERKERKE: That is snother point?-
Where i# the market?

MP, MOSTERT: There is always 2 merket. Times
are bad withw . If you send a good beast to the market,
you oan always get a good price for 1t?- No, sir.

Well, the market price; you admit that?- On
the other side of the fence the position is very umhappy,
begause gattle have to wait there sixty days before they
¢en go to what we c¢ell a market.

You mean, there is Esst Cosst fever?- There
19 no Beast Coast fever - it is a veterinary temm.

Do not forget that the white people - the farmers
- have to go through the very same?- (No answer).

CHAIRMAN: This man who bought milch cows for £2(
was he living in the reserve?- Yea
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You mean, he could not get the feeding?- Those
£20 cows are alive; he has still got them: he is housing
those.

How does he get feood for them?- From the lends,

e grows feed for them?- Yes. While you are
about that, I must thank you for reminding me. Somebody was
arguing and saying that people should be limited in regsrd to
the number of 1mds. I do not agree with that, The present
systen is very A.l; they ean grow what they want for their
stock and everything is happy. If you limit a person to
three lands, that man is going to sell up. He will have
nowhere to plough, to put teff, forage, mealles and so on,
becsuse he has plocanin Ssmuels and piecsaln Lucys:

MR. LUCAS: That man with his £20 cows, does he
send nis milk to the cresmery?- Yes, and he does well too.
Some others are beginning to ape him now - but the question
is, how long will you people regommend the retention of
¥r. Lonsdsle here? Next year, you may send a wild man here
to take the land away from us, snd we do not know where we are,

CHAIRMAN: The Magistrate osnnot take lands
away from you, however wild he 1s (Laughter)?e He may take
them indirectly.

In what way?- We are used to him; we know
now to handle him, snd he knows how to handle us - I do not
say we bribe him, but he is sympathetic with the Native, and
he says this and that must be done. Wherese another man
will read the law as it stands, and then you are beat. Now,
1 come to No.10 (1). 1 am glad when I touch on this item
that there is a schoolmaster amongst us, The standard of
education given to the Native in the rural or urban aress
1s lower than the standard given to the white ohild. I
suggest that the standard of educsation given to the Native



be altered to a bettwr standard than what it is; and I
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am prepered to answer questions by Dr. Roberts or any of you.
Dr, Roberts has been a teacher for many years, and he knows
that, in his day, when he presented his pupils far examina-
tion under the old T.3, they were fit to pass in the first
grede, and the following year he was proud enough to present
those condidates to the matrigulation ¢lass, What is the
poesition today? You have to sit for the third year three
yesrs, and you are still in a position to compete with the
old 1896 boy who passes the fifth standsrd, and then when

i1t comes to matriculation, I think Dr. Roberts will admit,
today you have to spend five years before you cen present
that candidete with any confidence at all,

Is not that becsuse the exam. has become more
difficultt- No, but the standerd below has chenged; he
sees no grammer until he resches the J.C.; all his time
1s wasted in herding cattle; he has to do that during
school hours,

The Commission adjourned at 4.50 p.m, until
tomorrow, to hear evidence at Mount Fletcher,
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