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Native Witnesses:

NATIVE ECONOMIC COMMIS IORN

MATATIELE 0 R _30th 1 9.30 a.m

THIRTYSEVENTH PUBLIC SITTING

PRESENRT:

Dr. J. E. Holloway, Chairman
uajor R.¥W. Anderson Dr. A. W. Roberts
Mr. F.AV, m., K.C., Senator P.W.le Roux Ven Niekerk
¥r, A. M, Mostert Dr. H. C. M. Fourie

¥r, C. Paye (Secretary)
1) Joseph Lephaena Basuto tribe)
2) John Mksngals Hlubi tribe)
3) villdam w (Basute " )
4) Elia® Thuso Moshesh( " " ;
Modekai Baleni (Hlangweni "
6) William Magwelane Mazwi
examination continued:-
(Interpreted by Elijah Hlebedi Mohloni)

(Lephaena): Mr, Chairmen and members of the
Commission, I am going to speak about lobole. Our lobole
i 20 head of cattle, 10 small stook, and a horse and a
beast o¢slled mgobo.

CHAIRMAN: That is, the mother's besst?- Yes,
We do not find fault with this dowry - lobole; therefore
we say it is alright as it is, All we are asking is thet
some oonsidesration should be given in connection with
Christisn marriages; we would be pleased if we gould be
sllowed to continue payimg lobole,

SENATOR VAN NIEKERE: Do you mean for the
Christians?- What I mean is thies, that even Christiasns
should only pay lobolo and not marry according to Chr istian
rites - a RBuropean marriage. A Christian marriage kills
our gustom, because if we go to court nothing is saild abous
lobolo and Judgments are given socoording to Christian
marriage - and further, Christian marriages have got what ia

ganlled divoree, but there is no divorce in counection with



9 Native Witnesses:

Native marrisges. What 1 say is this, if dowry ocattle
nave not been returned, these parties who marry each other
do separate sometimes and the women is still recognised as
the wife of the man who paid lobolo for her,.
CHAIRMAN: And when dowry cattle have not been
returned?- They are still recognised as wife and husband.
But when dowry csttle have bem returned?-
Woen dowry cattle have been returmed it is a divoroe.
SENATOR VAN NIEXERK: But there is divoroe
in connection with Native marrisges; do you mean it is not

80 easy to get a divorce under Native customs?- It is very
hard; 1t 1s not an essy thing.

CHAIRMAN:  Will you contimue plesse?- As
regards working on the mines, o far we have no complaint.
All we ask is thet there shall be some increment paid to
the lsbourers; end as regards food, the people who are ]
working in the mines are sometimes given sufficient. All
we are complaining about is the weges received by the

people who work on the farms; the start 1s 10/~ and it
rises up to £1, Thet is all sir. The food they are

given is porridge, which is not satisfeactory; and there
1s no definite time specified for people working on the

farms; they start working early im the mornings and stop
work at, say, five o'clock. As regards segregation, ‘
I do mot know what complaint there is, begsuse we are living

together in peacge. Personally, I have no complaints,
¢ think 1t is for them to tell what they mesn by segregation.
Thet 1s all I wanted to atate.
CHAIRMAN: (To Mazwi): Of what tribe sre you?-
(Maswi): Hlubi. (Mkeangala): ¥r. Chairmen and Members of
the Commission, I sm very glad to have this opportunity
of standing before you and to give you the few gomplaints
that we have in the locations, 1 am representing the
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locations, and the complaint I have come about is this:

the residents of the locetions say they sre very much
congested and that they have no greaszing cl'anﬁc. Before
the farms adjoining the locations were fenced im, the people
were always under the impression that they had e nough
grezing ground. Sow that the farms have been fenced in ,
people begin to realize that they have no grezing grounds,
and the cows feed together with the calves; ‘they are not
separated during the day. On that sceount we find it
negcessary to approe ch the Government begause we are ite
people., e mee that the result will be our death, because
we sre living on these things; we live on sheering sheep;
an unutbunfr-thml-motumlm
started sending milk to the cheese factories; we live on
oxen in counmeotion with ploughing, snd we have found out
that a person cannot start ploughing st agy time he wishes
because the oxen are in & poor condition om account of the
lack of grasing ground; we have got ne milk to sell
becsuse the cows starve: and all this time the Goverument
is asking us to improve ourselves, We find a ALfficulty
{n improving ourselves begause all we rely on does not

glve us any progress,

Another complaint sir is this, that people
gzo out to work and come back without anything 1a handj
they have to sell stoek, and the stook they sell realises
almost nothing begsuse of the poor condition. That 1»
all I wish to state,

(Moshesh): I should first of all like to
greet you Mr. Chairmen sand geatlemen of the Commission;
sll the residents of Moshesh's location have asked me to
send their greetings to the Vembers of the Commission.
They rejoice that they are stil) under the merey of the



- 2568 o
Native Witnesses:

Union flag. There is nothing worrying us except lice -
because the Government has stopped everything which could
iojure them. Waad

In connection with item two, what I wish to
state with regerd to (1) i1s this, I em asking that we should
be given some land to use and out of the product we get from
‘these lands, we to pay the Govermnment, |

CHAIRMAN: You to pay the Government for the
lands?- Yes, for the lands that are given to us. There is
no difficulty nowadays for people to pay for the lands they
have got, becsuse they no how the country stands, snd becsuse
of irrigation they know how towe the soll. There are
lands that have been taken away from the Natives because
they did not know how to use them. At present they have
some good knowledge with regard to the use of the soll -
but they camnot get lands,

with regard to No.3 - landless native populatior
I would say there are very many people - numbering more thas
2,000 « some of whom left their homes with a view to seekir
work, leaving their parents behind with stock beocsuse ther l

|

was enough land. Some of those people who went away teo
work, on coming back with their earanings, found the locs
gongested, thaet there was overstocking snd that the sto
died begause of the lagk of grazing ground. The asto
they bring from the farms thrive better om the farms '
there is more graszing ground there, There is a 4i’
betwesn a person who grows up getting emough food, /
person who grows up with very little food - and th/

to these people going back to the farms a to the
loeations, or to live in urbsn areas, because the

they receive are very little as compared with tf

living. Nowsdays a married Native has at less
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fifty pounds a year on his living; yet on the other hand

what he esrns is less than £20 a year. We have children
thet we educate in sghools. There are schools where &

person has to pay £30 a year, to ssy nothing about rail fare
to these schools and pooket money that the ghild has to ‘
take with him when he goes to sghool, and to say nothing

about the money that has to be mid far books, and %0 say
nothing sbout the money that has to be spent on his ¢lothing.
We find thet even ohiefs - people who are under the Uovern-
ment - are unable to educate their children as far as they |
would like, Our grandfethers and fathera were able to
eduoste their ehildren as they wished. My father, during
his lifetime,had about 2,000 head of cattle. Beocause

people have increased, my brother, - the brother of Chief (
Moshesh - cen hardly have today 100 hesd of cattls, because
they die year by year. Every year he sells from 20 to

30 hides and he is safreid at present of buying Buropean
gattle becsuse they die tremendously om asccount of the lack
of gresing ground, The old people that we have at present
who are educsted, have not been edugated from money earned
st labour centres; they were edugated from the proceeds

of gattle thet were sold. What we find is this, that our
future 1ife will be very hard; there will be no childrem
educated begsuse there i3 mo ground. What mekes people
fall to pay their debts is tuis, becsuse of starvation aud
the want of common negessaries, & person leaves the store-
keeper at his krasl with a debit of about £20. These

people are not all doing one kind of Jjob - some wark on

the farms; some g0 t0 the mines, Before such a person

gen pay his debt, starvation comes along and there is need
for clothing, snd all that he hed in the way of stook ia
finished. such & person is chased with a summons and is
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regarded as a person who does not pay his debts. The se
people haveno intention of not paying their debts, but it
is due to poverty. In former days, when a person went
to work lesving two head of cattle behind, when he came
back from work, say after s year, he found those oattle
nad increased to either six or seven. [Nowadays, in
springtime largely, small stock die tremendously., A
person who had hopes to sell stock will find that stook haas
been eaten up by the ground. In the face of the world,
the majority of people think that Natives do not like to
pay off their debts; yet it is not seen that this is due
to lagk o ground.

With regard to item No.6 - rursl Native sreas;
we ory about weter; our 1life, both old and young, is injured
through lesck of water, In times of drought we drink water
tnat is standing in = pool - that i not running; and when
the rein comes we drink water which is fresher than that
standing in the pool. In that way, we belleve that that
kind of water will injure our lives, The form of water
I refer to ss standing in the pools we get from the springs
containing small tadpoles,and when a person drinks that
water without first beiling it and drinks these young tad-
poles, and oattle who drink that water will take three or
four days before they ocan get water --e what I mean i
thie, thet water in times of drought is very scarce and
cattle thet come to that pool will drink of the weter and
the oattle coming behind will not get any. That 19
another thing which csuses starvation to eattle.

With regard to item No,8 - Native labour:
what we find is this, that people are not paid as much as
they ;:ro warth . Say, for instance, & person has committed
s orime and is brought into court, he will be fined say £S5,
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with the alternative of a month's imprisonment with hard
labour; yet it 1s not oconsidered that he does not esrn £5
a month, and, for fesr of going to jail, he will try and
reise the £5 somehow and in order to find the money to pay .
his fine, he will work for either five or six months,

¥hat we find is this, it seems to us that this person whould
earnx £5 a month, begause he is given that alternative of

s month's imprisonment if he fails to pay the £5. I
reckon that spplies to the Masters and Servants Act, men-
tioned in item No.15 (2). A person working for a master,
when broughtto court, is fined more than he earns & month
from his master: and that comes back to this, that the
person now becomes unsble to pay the debts that he had
inourred bdefore he left his home, It is utterly impossible
that people wer king together will never quarrel. Feople
may be said to be good masters and servants, yet one day
the master will csuse trouble, and sometimes it 1s Just

the other way round - the servants déspise the master.

That makes him sngry, becsuse he sees his servants desplsing
him. well, I take these two things to be alike,

With regard to item 10 (2) alsoj} there are
people who go oversess for their education, and when they
come baok they are debarred from practising what they are.
If a person has been taught a trade and wents to practioce
his trade, he is stopped; and that amounts to this, that
one never knows how far a Native has been educated; suoh
people, therefore, do mot shew how much they know or what
they oan do. There are very many Netives who are
educated who do mot shew their ability or what they know,
because the Goverument has not given them a ochance or
opportunity to shew what they are,

with regerd to Item No.,l4: In the locations
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the matter stande in this form. There is a colour bar
prectised by traders, It does not matter whether a store
is out in the loestion, the prices there are the same as
the prices in the towns. When a white man buys from such
a store, huhw at the seme price as he can in the
towns; 8nd then, with the Native, he has to pay more in
such trading stations out in the locations - more than he
pays in torn, Thet shows that colour speaks. We have
many trading stations in the locations, and this results
in this, that even if a Native is able to put up & store,
he is unable to d s0 begcause there are slresdy many trading
stations at a distance apart of five miles. Qur people
are advencing, and we are asking, therefore, thet we should
be allowed, as are Europeans, to have a store, say, next
door to that of an Buropean., Miles do not count for
Europeans; one is sllowed to have a store next door to
another European, I am not referriag to the locations
pow; 1 am referring to the towns aud on the farms, What
I mesn is this, that an Ruropean may have & store om &
ferm. TWhen there is a dividing fence, one man gannot
have a store and another cam., As Natives sre not given
the opportunities Buropesns are, it means that they will
never have stores.

Another thing is asbout people who oome from
the Native reserves - the looations outside - who come %o
towns; these people come to work in towns; they were living
on kaffir beer at home, and immedistely they come into towm
they sre told to do away with beecr, becsuse oace beer 1is
found in the room they ocoupy - they mey not bDe selling is,
but having 1t for their own gonsumptidn « they are arrested
That means Shat such a person has to undergo s very great
ohenge ia 1ife. That person, 1f he were allowed to use hi
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own food, vizi- kaffir beer, he would bring keffireorn
from his home and brew kaffir beer for his ovn consumption
in town; and becsuse he is not allowed that, he will inecur
debts by going to the butohere shopes and such places to
get something on which he oan live. It is very hard for
@ person who comes from the location eand who has been
living on beer, when he is in town, because he has to buy
this and that for change of diet. Wnen he has adopted
thet kind of 1iving, buying this and thet, he will be used
to it, and on account of that, incur debts. People living
in towns inour terrible debts begsuse of the habit of living
they have sogquired in towns, - it gosts them right up to 3/-
a day, If this person were living on kaffir beer he would
earn enough to pay debdts that he ingurred before he left
nis home., FBuropeans are allowed to est whatever they
want to eat; I always see them coming to work; +they have
pever been stopped ooming to work because they drink their
own ligquor. There is also this, a Native is not allowed
to drink brandy - and once he gets it he takes too much
of it; I was not referring to brandy inm particulsr, but
sny kind of lbquor; when once a Hative comes across it
he takes too much becsuse he is not allowed to get it and
i{s therefore unable to come to work, There ere many
people living in the locatiomns who live on beer, and they
do all their work; they take Just enough beer to enable
them to go about their work.

The last thing I want to make a statement about
{s the Muniecipal location which has regently been established
here. The people living in that locstion pay very heavy
rents; some pay & guines, and some living in very small
rooms pay 11/3d. That little room is not large enough
for the occupant to make s fire in, to cook and to put hie
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fuel in and have s sleeping place. A persos wie is
oceupying such a room snd working in town, his wages are

not even enough to pay the 11/3d. The consequence is
that such a person will sell stock when he is at home in

the loeation, to pay for his rents here, sad will ultimately
ve afraid to go back to his krasal, because all the people
will say, "You went away to work, end when you were away

at work you sold all your herd at home and game back with
pothing im hend; 1t would have been much better if you

had not gone away to work".

¥ow, the second thing in connection with is
is thisy the ssnitary people take all the dirt from the
town t0 nmear this Munieipal losation 1 sm referring to
apd when there is wind blowing like there is today, the
odour comes to these people,

DR. ROBERTS: How nesr are these sanitary
pits to them?- About 150 yards away. Apart from that,
the lavatories and W.Cs the location people use there
are in the open; they are not im any way closed im, and
the smell from them blows towards the people living in the
loeation. ¥hen the wind blows from, say, the Cedarville
direction, the smell goes towards the inhabitants, and
when the wind blows from Fletoher's Neok, Basutoland way,
the smell goes to these people from the sanitary pitas.

The smell of the blood from the Municipal sbattoirs also
goes to these people,

SENATOR VAN NIEKERK: Are they surrounded by
smells -(lsughter)?- Yes, That is all I wanted to state
sir, (Myskayaka): First of all I bring greetings to
the Chmirman snd Wembers of this Commission. I also wish
to thenk the Chief Magistrate of Matatiele who has caused
as to have this opportunity of meeting the Comminsion today.
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lay before
g0 that we may dxbsmx fmx 1t the complaints we have.

The first thing I am going to state is this,
{n connection with the wages im the distriet of Matatiele.
Natives are dying because the Government we have at present
wee the Natives as a whole in Africs generally were labourers;
ever since the beginning of reilway gonstruction in this
country all constructions were made by the Natives; right
up %o the railway stations Natives were employed, and todsy
the Government has deprived us of those privileges. I
would 1ike to mention that, when the Rallway traim first
came into Mstatiele, I was engaged at the station as &
porter. We were busy at work under a certain Nr. Sgott
when we were suddenly told we had to leave wark; and
looking at that we find that we Natives a® a whole now nave
our hands tied, snd we can do nothing for our living.

The second thing i# im counection with the
Bunga rate we are paying. We were told this when the
Bungs was established, that the money we were paying was
going to be for the venefit of our people in the locations,
1ike we see the Muniocipal Gouncil pay its servants. Our
whole complaint is this, we have ne wark that we oan do
and a1l the monies we have paid do nothing far us.

DR. ROBERTS: You want them to come back
to your part?- It does not matter whether I work and get
thls money back into my poocket, in the end I am going %o
pay it back to the Government - it goes baock to the Govern-
ment again,

The third thing is this - 1t 1s in connection
with land. I think four speakers have already dealt with
this, and I am the fifth. My complaint to the Commission
{s this, and the Chief Magistrate - it is in connection
with this Land Act, particularly in connection with congestio

As far as I am aware, the Government 12 like this: there 1a
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not a single person under the sun who is not liked by the
Government . I was 50 years in this district of Matatiele
before this town was put up. I find this in this distries,
that there are people who get arrable lands and some who
do not. What I say to this Commission and the Chief
Magistrate is this, as the law has been changed, I am
asking that there should be snother system - that the
system should be ohanged with regard %o Netives aoquiring
arrsble lands. The last speakers spoke about grezing
ground - thet the stock has no grazing ground, I also
bear witness in that regsrd, in this connection - say
William Myskayaks (the speaker himself) has got nine
arreble lands; where do those nine errable lends come from?
wnat I ask is this from the Govermment, if a person is
sllowed to possess three arrable lands -~ ome for kaffircorn,
the seogond for mealies, and the third for wheat - as 1 have
already mentioned. The Goverument likes everybody - I
am asking the Government to go into this snd see that each
snd every person is possessed of three arrable lande, and
the Government will find out whether there are any spare
lands; when that is done the Government will find that
there is emough arrable land for occcupm tion for the people
and that there will be sufficient greazing ground,

DR. ROBERTS: Would you limit it to three?-
Yes; personally I de. [Every person should own three lands.

SENATOR VAN NIEXERE:  Did I understsnd you
gorrectly to say if the Government were to glve you three
pleces of arrable iul. they would find there would be
sufficient arrsble land?- I go further and say this, that
i1f the Government would only do that it would find that the
people who are st present complaining would have each three
lands, and people who have no lands would then be possessed
of land, and there would even be more ground, viz:- for
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grezing purposes,

Do you mean by that that the alloeation of
land today is not suitable?- It is very unsulitable,

DR, "OBERTS: Have some of them got seven and
nine lots?- Some of them have go: eight sir - well, I
will go further and say this, that there are also widows
in the locations. These widows I am referring to are
people who have been in su-.:tm-us for say fifty years
ago, and those sre the people/whom, im those days - rifrsy
years ago = the head man gave lands sccording to how he
1iked.

Depending on whether he liked the widows?-
Not the widows, but the husbaads who are now dead. I would
1ike to kmow whem it will come sbout that the occupants
of those lands will be legislated for. FPeople who are
ploughing lands are using those lands far which they have

gertificates of occupation, ,
There is snother complaint, sir, Ve, living |

in this country,used to pay ouwr taxes in July; well, at l

the beginning we used to pay our taxes in July snd the |

messengers collecting taxes used to come out on the first I

day of Jamuary of the following yesr. We appreciated

the sotion of the Government very much in that matter,

The Goverument then did this: if » person did not pay

taxes, the Government dispossessed him of the land that

he used, and because of starvation that has been the result

when he is hungry he will try to get money and pay the

Government . Whet I mean is, we are orying, we are

given three opportunities - three mouths for paying tax;

each location is given three months in which to pay 1it:

but now what is being dome is this, immedistely after

the expiration of the three months, we were givem, during

the fir st week of the fourth month the deputy messengers
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are sent out to collect taxes and to attach our stook.

¥e tien only become surprised ss to the way in which the
Government is now tresting us. The Government knows that
a Native does not know where money is to come from; he
only sees it when it is being given to him. He then thanks
tre giver of the money being givea to him, Ve then ask
surselves this guestion: where does the Goverument think
we get the money from, beosuse some of us have still got
to go out on sheering expeditions and pey the UGovernment
its taxes.

I heve this to add, sir, I wentioned that
there were alresdy four speskers who had volged tnemselves,
I do not mean to kill what they have already asked for, vizi-
an incresse of land, All I wanted to convey 1s this, that
pefore snything is done, there must be pre liminaries bvefore
the thing comes into operation.

In pessing, I would also like to mention this
to the Conmiss on and the Chief Magistrate: we as a whole
somplain a great deal of wages. 20/- 1e not enough for
s person who is married - who has & wife ond chlildren to
support. It must be borne in mind w this Commission
that all I have sald coneerans particularly the loeatiom
in which I live; I do mot know what ie happening in the
other locations. That 1s all I wish to express before you,

CHAIRMAR: Now, Joseph Lepheana, you stated
that the Natives who work on the mipes sometimes got enough
food?=- Yes.

Do you mean to infer that in sove cases they
do not get enough food?- I do not man'to infeor that,

1 have occedionslly visited the mines and to my sat!sfacgtion
I found that the Natives were getting enough food,

¥ow, Wkangsla, do many Natives from your part
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send milk to the cheese factories?- There are a few, but
not many.

Those that do send, do they send a lot of milk?~
They do not send & large quantity to the fagctories; the
people at the factories want more; they ask for more.

MAJOR ANDERSON: What do they get paid for that
milk?- They are paid sccording to the weight of the milk
they bring to the faotories at the time.

gan you say how much a gallon?- I must say this
gir, that I have not personally gone there and I do not
know how muoch they are paid per gallon.

CHAIRMAN: WNow, Eliss Moshesh, do the stores
in the reserves give much oredit to the Natives?- I must
say that traders give us as much oredit as will satiefy
our ories to them, begsuse it comes sbout like this; some-
times the trader refuses to give us oredit, we point out
to him our difficulties and ultimately he sympathises with us,

You mentioned a oase where a Native owed &
trader £20; are there many csses where Natives owe traders
so maoh money?- There are Qases I know of, of peopde who
owe the traders £20 - sometimes more and sometimes less,

But are there mauny oases where they owe them
as much money as £20%- There are many.

Do you consider that the eredit given by the
traders is a good thing or » pad thing?- 1 consider per-
sonally thet it is & very gool thing thet the trader
snould give coredit, because if he does not naturally we
are exposed to debt, begause I have got no place where 1
gan go and get & loan of money to wipe away my diffisulty.
There is no foundation which is laid, perticularly for
Natives, where they 08d get advanges of money.

Now, that mouey has %o be repaid?- Yes,
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How do they succeed in iomiu 80 muoch money?-
Some of our people go away to work with the idea that when
they are away at work they will get enough pay to liquidate
the amount they owe, Unfortunstely far these partioular
individusls, when they are away at work, some of them take
111 or die - unfortunately owing to mishaps that come, &
person dles, or say, for instance, he goe s to jell, and
the time that was given him within which to pay the amount
passes; when he is away at work he meets with unexpeocted
setbacks,

When that time passes, what does the trader do?-
When tne man dies?

No; when the time passes without his having paiad
his debt?- Immediately the time elapses for him to pay, the
treder issues a summons sgainst him and before this man
gets employment and oan pay off ss much as he ocan, the
trader issues a writ and sttaches all hie belongings.

Do you not think it is an unfortunate thing for
e man to be in that position?- I do not reckon it 1s bad
for the traders to give eredit to the Natives, because at
the time the Native asked for oredit he, the Native, has
this impression in his mind, that he will sell his stock im
good condition and repay the debt,

How long does the trader allow for payment; what
ts the time within which a Native is allowed to repay?-
From three tonsix months,.

Does the trader oharge interest on the money?-
Whet they do is this; they give us the goods we ask for
without any redustion im price snd, when the trader lssues
s summons sgeinmst us, he includes in the summons interest
thet he never spoke sbout,

fHow much interest?- Some 8 percent and others

10 percent,
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Yes; but now 8 percent for what period?-

It does not matter whether it is three months that he gave
him, he asks 8 percent,

He adds B8 percent or 10 percent on to the debt?-
Exactly, sir, including the money for the demand that he
caused to be issued agsainet him,

Do you know how to reckon 10 percent on to the
amount they owe?- Yes, I know,

If you owe the trader £10 and the trader charges
10 percent interest, how much must you pay?- £11 sir.

Yes, but for how meny monthe; if the goods
that you buy are marked 10/~ and you pay oash when you buy
the goods, how much do you pay for the goods?- In the
majority of cases I pay 8/-,

Do you not, in some gases, have to pay 10/- when
the goods are marked 10/-?- It does not happen that I pay
10/~ when the goods are marked 10/-; I slways pay less,

And when you get credit, do you pay 10/~ then?-
If I take thinges on credit I pay more than 10/-,

And slso 10 percent interest?- This intereast I

mast say, comes about inm this way: 4f the time elapses that
was given, then you pay inmterest.

M7, LUCAS: When you buy goods on ¢redit, does
the storekeeper say to you, "If you have not paid at the
end of three months I am going to charge you 10 percemt”,
or does he say nothing sbout that?- The trader never
mentions that he is going to charge me 10 percent 1if the
time has expired far my paying this acoount,

SENATOR VAN WIEBFERE: In giving the Natives
eredit, does the trader not encourage the Natives to buy
things thet they do mot absolutely require?- Fersomally,
I say he don. not engourage Natives to take credit; the
Natives themselves go to the trader and eory to him,
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But the feot that he can get oredit, doss that
not encourage the Native to buy things that he absolutely
does not require?- I say no, sir. Traders are always
willing to help and they go so far as to stop a man from
asking for a lot of things from them,

¥ill you tell us the things that Natives buy
on gredit?- A person goes to a trader end asks for, say,

2 bag of mealies, or goods for his personal use and that
of his family.

What sort of goods - ¢clothing?- Clothing, sir;
a blanket, a palr of trousers, a pair of shes, & hat; so
that when he goes away to work he leaves his children
amply supplied,

¥R, MGSTERT: YOu have made a stetement that
it costs a Native £30 a year to educate his children?- Yes, sir

How l;l’ ¢hildren - £30 for each one?- £30
per head, oir,

And you consider that every Native should earn
sufficlient money to be able to provide for education alone
for his ohild £30 a year?- That ia what I expeoct, sir,

Thet & man should earn sufficient money teo
educate every child - £30 per annum, let alone all other
expenses; do you really mesn that?- Yes, ailr,

You are a Chief, are you nott- I am a child
born of the Chiefs -=-,

Was your grandfether old Moshesh?- Yes.

The Moshesh's are very rich people?- They were
before the country became gongested and smaller,

You oan afford to pay £30 today for s child,
esn you not?- I eamnnot afford to pay £30 per year, sir,
begsuse of the wage I get,

How do you make up that £30 a year fa sohool
only, becsuse you told us that is, let alone pocket money,

clothes sweets and what not for the children; how do you ”
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make the £30?- I think the £30 is for the provision for
the ohild that is going to school.

Where does the child go to school; are you
referring to when you have to send your child to receive
higher education?- I am referring to institutions such
as higher schools,

Can you make a statement like that to the effect
that all the people must be like that?- The majority of
the people have this in their minds, that their children
should be seat to school, snd I must say there are thoussnds
of pupils in the colleges who are natives. When I was at
sehool the Natives were only about 50 in number.

I only wanted to kmow how you make up that £307-
This amount of £30 I am arriving at as being for board and
tuition combined,

Do not you regognise that it is only the outside
exoeptional Native who oan expeot anything like that?- I
must say this, sir, that there sre very many Natives who
have got that desire in mind.

Thet 18 exactly what I am driving et, and you
as 8 ohief should mot say that they must all be like that,
Now you made a statement about the soil being given out on
a sort of share, I did not quite understand it; did you
mean on a share basis?- No, sir.

You said sometning about the Government giving
you soil and for you to pay for i%; did you mean it had
to be on & sort of share basis?- I say this, air, that
the Oovernment should buy ground for us, we to refund 1%,
the money it has pald for 1it.

The Government buy & farm and they say, "look
here; you w!ll get that portion, and you will get that
portion, end you will get that portion"; do you then want
to pay the Govermment s rental for these portions or do you
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want to buy it back from the Govermment?-  All we ssk ia
this: say this 1s & farm (indiceting), the Government buys
this farm for us and says nothing about the balance; the
Government will pay all it omn at that time and tell us the
balsnoce; we then pay it the bal=nce and after that work
for the money it paid before the balsnege.

Oh, the Government buys the farm snd sort of
re-sells it to you; 4is that whet you mean?- Yes, that is
right, sir, that the Government should buy the farm for us
and we to pay it,

DR. ROBERTS: Do you know that that 1s done
today?- I did not knmow that, sir,

Have you never heard otl it being done?- I
have not heard anything sbout its being done,

Well, it 1s done?- Personally I know nothing
about it, sir,

MR, MOSTERT: You made s statement that there
sre more people than ocattle?- I did not say the people
pumbered more than the cattle.

The statement you made was that there were few
osttle and too many people?= What I say is this, we have
not got many cattle, but there are many people mare than
eattle.

DR, ROBERPS: (To Moshesh): Are you protesting
ageinst the Government's rule against lice; 1s that what
you sre protesting sgeinst?- I am speaking Sesuto language,
and in Sesuto, when & person says, "We sre living well with
the exception of the trouble of being bitten by 1ice", we
mean this, that we are all living in pesce because there is
not s single soul who hes got no lice about him. (Lsughter).

Do you know of auy case where the Government
took away the land becsuse 1t was not well used?- I 4id
not say that, sir,
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What you said was, the land was taken away from
the Natives by the Gove rnment because they did not know how
to use 1t?7- It is a misunderstanding #ir; what I meant to
convey is this, that there are Natives who u"r-m and
those farms were eventually taken away from them because
they were not able to pay for them,

Do you know of any man who has gone overseas,
been educated there and then refused a position?- Yes, sir.

Whot- Advogate Mangena.

Well, he waes scoepted by the Courte?- But he
left the territories - these parts - and went to the Tranavasl]

that is where he was sooepted, but net in thi territories,

Are you sure of that?- I have that impression
or believe 1t, becsuse his whole idea was this, that he
should presctice in the territories.

He 19 a full advocate now and presctising?- I am
aware of that, sir,

And you do not know of any dootor do you, who
hes been refused?- I know of no dootor who was refused in
the territories; I kmow of doctors who were admitted to |
practice in Basutoland. |

SENATOR VAY NIEKERK: Do you fall under the

Souncil system; is there s council in your location?- We
have a oouncil, but I am not a member.

Does not that gouncil spend money in connection
with the improvement of the loeation?- The councils spends
money on certain rosds only.

You have been complaining about water; have you
applied to the Council to improve the water supply in the
location?- I have not up to the present approsched the
Council im that regard,

Have you an agrioultural demomstrator im your

reserve?- There was. "\
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Why has he left?- He l.ft because of transfer,
Did that demonstrator help your people; did they
listen to him?- I say yes; but the reserve in which I am
living is very fertile and it does not necessarily require
s demonstrator to shew people how to work the welil. }
You have a fertile reserve, eh?- Yes, |
You are not sat!sfied with that; you want more lamd
t= There are very many people residents in the reserve, sir, |
I want to ask you whether you think it necessary |
that every white and black man must have a plece of land on
which to make a living?- Each farmer has his own famm on
which to live, and the Natives in bulk are given just some
ground ou which they have to live, I am almost sure, sir,
that in the reserve where I am living we are sbout 5,000
people living on that small portion of ground. It doea
not matter whether the ground is fertile in that reserve,
there are so many oocupants there that the ground is not
sufficient for so many.
When you said that “"oolour speaks™ in the trade,
did you mean that the traders are robbing the Natives -
charging them too much?- Yes, the Natives are charged mare
than the white people,
Are you sure, if I went to the location now %o
buy a packet of oigarettes, I could buy them cheaper thsn a
Native could buy them?- You will pay less,
(To Maysksyska): You said Natives can do nothing
for a living, that that was one of their difficulties, Is
not there scope enough if Netives want to go and work ou the
mines, sugar plantations and wattle plantations and that they
there get good wages?- The Natives can go to work under
contract to labour centres, but not out of their own free will
Way not?- Not all of them wish to go %o work
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under comtract, and the only reason is this, if xhx a person
goes up under contract, he is not treated like » man who
went up to the labpur centre willingly or volumtarily. %

Are you sure there is a difference between the
trestment of a labourer who has been engaged by s labour
agent and & man who goes willingly?- With regard to the
Robinson Deep gold mine and the Ferreira ¥ine and the
lLanglasgte Mines, I was one of the first p-'im to go to
them when they started, snd there is & very big difference
at present,

What is the difference?- The first thing is
this: you are regruited by a labour agent in Matatiele;
this labour agent has recruited you and sends you forward,
and when you are there you are under the management of some
other Buropean who doss not osre whether you have a soul
or are a living person. All they are looking to is this,

that you sign an agreement down here, and when you are up
there you are bound to do all they want you to do,

¥ow is the man who goes willingly to the mines l
treated differently?- He is trested in the same manner,
because it does not meunner whether he is a person who has ‘
been working in the mines before; the first time he goes
underground, all he is working for is porridge.

You spoke about the Council and said you were
not satisfied with the Gouscil's system. 1 did not under-
stand you exsctly. In which way are you not satisfied?-

It is this: when the Bungs rate wes levied - whioch was 10/=,
we were told that with the 10/- there were improvements to be }
made to every and esch kraal on the mountains and that a
particular noxious weed would be eradicated. It was sald
that the Council was going to hire people who were going to
extirpate this weed. Today, when we are looking forward to

whet we were told, the Goverument has turned, and we are
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being oatol up for these noxious weeds; We paid money
for the ontil.nu- of these weeds; but they have brought
us to law where we have been punished for not ersdicating
these weeds,

¥R, LUCAS: I am not olesar what yowr grievance
is sbout recruiting. Are the promises that the reoruiters
make kept whenm the Natives get to the mimes?- I say this,
tie promises that are made by the locel regruiters are not
kept when the labourers get to the Rand, because, as I
sald before, a person who has been working on the mines
vefore, when he gets there under contract, is gaused to
work for porridge,

Ihnn-huuonmhnthnuomh’l
up there?- Personally I have not taken a contract with a
labour agent. The promise that is not garried out when a
person has gome forward 1s this, for one thing, - & person
is promised here that, when he gets to the mines on the
Rend, immediately after he gets there, the first time he
goes to wark he 1s paid for the work he has done from the
first day, but our people go up to the Rand, and when they
are there they are under the charge of lhuen" and
guropesns who are not here when the promise is made.

¥hat difference does that make; do they not
get paid from the first day they work?- They are not paid
sir; e person i engaged today, goes up to the mines, and
for the first dey he wor ks he is not paid,

Why is he not pald?- That lies in the hands
of the particular i{ndividual; sometimes a person works faor
two or three daye without being days: he only works for
porridge.

pid that happen to you?- At the time I was
working in the mines I experience that many times, but it
414 not ocour to me; I saw it in regard to some other

labourers,
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When did you first go up?- It is a long time
ago, sir; I mentioned certain mines that were started at
the time, '

Under which recrulting organization d1d you go?-
I never went up on contract, dbut I went up with people who
nad joinmed. '

pid these Natives who did not get paid for the
first day lose their ticket because they were lazy, or for
some resson like that?- It was explained to them just in
the way you are mentioning it - that these people did not
complete thelir work or did mot do their work well, and
therefore they were oredited with porridge.

They did not get their tiockets signed for the
first day's work?- No.

¥R. MOSTERT: You say it was some other boys;
were they hammer-boys, trammiang-boys, or what were they?-
Labourers that were working underground.

Did the boy that didnot get his tigket, or, as
you say, worked for porridge, do hammer work, tramming work,
drill work, or what did he do?- Prilling boys, when they
did not complete what they voruiul - say if they drilled
up to five feet - lashers and a3i workers.

If you have been warking on a mine, you will know
that a drilling boy gets a probationmary period for which he
gets paid, snd thereafter he has to do his six feet - what
they oall six feet; that is three feet. If he does not
do his three feet he gets a loafer's ticket; you must know
that?- 1 do not know that a person has to start learning
drilling - that he is given gertain days in which to learn,

I thought you worked on the mines?. Yes.

Yhat were you on the mines?- I was drilling.

What did you do; did you get s loafer's ticket?-
Personally I did not get a loafer's ticket because I had not
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contragted myself, _
The boy that you spoke sbout working for porridge,
is the boy who gets a loafer's ticket, is he not?- Yes, sir,
PR, FOURIE: (To Lepheana): The Natives who
marry according to Christian rites pay no lobolo?- They
pay lobele,
DR, POBERTS: In oattle?- Yes, in cattle,
DR. FOURIE: Is there a tendenoy in this dlstriet
to pay money instead of cattle, or part of the lobole in
money - mot only the Christisns; I mean all Natives?-

Money 1s paid and is paid ss representing oattle. i

In what proportion?- It is & matter of agreement
people differ; some acoept £2 as representing a beast; others
£3 and so on.

Do they sometimes pay the whole of the lobolo
in money?- WNo eir,

They always By in osttle?- Yes,

SEYATOR VAN NIEEERK: You say yowr lands are
very fertile here; do you use an artificial manure?- We do no

Have you ever trisd 1t?- Never.

Have you seen the result of the farmers using
artificial menure?- I have.

Do their cropes grow better when they apply manure
?- My experience is this, that on bad ground, 'hcn artifioia’
fertilizer is used, the farmers derive better uuru. but
on good ground they do not. My experience is this, that
on good ground the stalks of the orop grow very high and the
frosts come in before the crops mature,

They grow too luxurisntly and do not bear too
well; is that what you mesn?- They grow very high, they
form cobs, but the frosts come in before the mealies mature, ‘

MR. LUCAS: (To Moshesh): You said £50 a year
was necessary for a Native to live rropqun how do you
oaloulate the £502- There is the father of the children
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nis wife - the children - five or six; there is sosp to l
ve bought for the family use, paraffin oll, matohes, tea,
coffee, sugar, salt, slates far the children going to
school, books, penocils, school apparal, the dresses they
ase at home; the parents' olothing, the wife's dresses
for specisl feasts, Sunday wesr, clothing for certain
festivals, and the clothes that a husbandman uses when be
20 desires. All those things bind a men to have them
because of oivilization, as the Govermment drives us %o 1%,

SENATOR VAN NIEXERK: Do you include silk
stookings (Laughter)?- All those things.

i, LUCAS: How many oattle have you yourself?-
I own no hoof, not a single beast,

Where did your ohildren get milk from?- From
cows belonging to my elder brother,

How meny osttle has your elder brother?- I
said, becsuse they died year by year, they are less than 100,

Why have you not sny oattle?- My cattle died,

CHAIRMAN: Now, William Naswi, what have you

to say?- (Maswi): In my greetings I include appreciation
of the gentlemen who have come down to hear our complainte.
What is your ocoupation?- I am & teacher.
I have a few things on which I would like to say & few words.
Although I have got the document before me telling me of |
{tems that have to be discussed, I got 1t very late; that
{s due to my being far away from this town. Firstly, in
connection with item No.l1; sometimes we do mot follow Hative
customs; we out them out because we are bound to do =0 as®
oivilizeation has o g0 side by side with Christianity. Ilun'
s person disosrds eivilization and Curistisnity, he does not
become anything under the Government under which we are
living., We are asking thet Native oustoms, with whioh we
gannot do away, should not be discouraged. Amongst those
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customs I would mention lobolo, begause it 1s one of the
oustomes which provides one with a wife. Acoording to the
Xosa custom, if lobolo has not been paid for a woman, that
woman 1s not worth much; she is not worth anything, To
prove that faot, I will say this, that there are many
people who get wives from towns, and in the mesjority of
gases you will find thet those people ultimately discard
them, On the other hand, you will find that, scoording
to us Natives, when lobolo has been paid for a woman, it
is & very hard thing for this woman to be thrown away,
even though she has misbehaved herself; and when her
husband has died, begause of the lobolo that has been paid
for her,,it 1s a very hard thing to throw away this women -
she must be kept by the family.

with reference to Item No.3, there is only one
thing that worries me, and that is this, I would like to
know how people who are sent away from farms and so on
are told to go back to the locations; the locations are
full up; where have those people to go to? Could the
Government not provide some ground where these people, on
being driven awasy from the farme and towns, oould go to?
I say this begsuse, in comnection with these people, there
are some born on farms who have grown up there, and when
the time comes for such & man to be sent away to & loca-
tion, he does notknow to whioh particuler location he is
to go back.

I would like to say something now with regard
to Item No.8. People are called a tribe; people are a
tribe begause of the Administrstion., I remember very
long ago when the white man osme into contact with the
black people, the black people hed their ohiefs and leading
people - and that is the thing thet troubles us a lot, ‘
when we find at times we have no chief amonget us, I
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mention this perticularly becsuse, personally, I sm worried
begause the Hlubis in this diestrict of Matatiele have no
ghief of their own, admitting et the same time that efforts
have been made that their should be a chief, but unsucoess-
fully; and I am esking thet there should be more efforts made.
¥With regard %o people in charge of other pecple
- & head wan for instancej tuere is a very great complaint. |
It 18 very hard for a person to be faithful if he 12 poor.
I am meotioning this, ¥r, Chalrmen, baceuse I am complaining
or dissstisfied with the wages or salaries that are being
paid to hesd men. It amounts to this, that when s person
onge becomes & head man he will be poorer than when he ias
not a head man snd goes out to work on the mines; the
nesdman himself feels hshamed of mentioning what seslary he
gets,

DR, ROBERTS: For the purposes of a record .
vou might mention what the salary 1s7- £3 to £4 a gquarter;
and the Government expeots such & person to live on that
silary and still be faithful and not go so far as to steal.
These salaries would be endursble 1f the Government had not
gaid thet headmen and chiefs should not be given presents
by their followers. At preseunt it is very hard for any
plebian to give & present to his headman, or even if a
headman asks for some gift from him he is afraid, begause
by doing that he is exposing the headman to be liable for
s orime. I do not know when and where that law was passed
that our chiefs snd hesdmen should not regeive anything of
sny desoription from us, their followers. We are orying
a lot about this.

SENATOR VAN NIEKERK: Are you guite sure there
is such & law?- I am sir,

DR, FOBERTS: Is it not only an instruction
from the Native Affairs Department, snd mot a law?t- It is
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a proclamation; I forget the number of the proclamation
but it is somewhere round sbout 1923, I am saying this
vegause there is s hesdman in this distriet who has been
charged with acoepting such presents, What I am asking
is this, thet the Government should inorease the salaries
of the chiefs and headmen, or otherwise allow headmen to
receive presents in the way I have mentiomed to this
Commission.

In connection with the sdministration and distri-
bation of arrable lands, personally I sm satisfied with the
system in operation. I do not dispute what has been sald
by one of the speakers, who has givenm evidence to the effect |
that thers are people who own, say, ten lands each. 1
think the only remedy in that connection is the striotness
of the meagistreate in giving instructions to the policemenk
who goes out to allot lands, and the instructions given to

the headman as well, If people asked that the system now
in existence should be sltered, the whole thing would come |
to this, tiat the dlstrict would de surveyed - and that they
do mot 1like.

¥R. LUCAS: Why; 4is it because it is too
expensive?- I wont go to the length of saying 1t is
expensive; all I say shbout it is this, that the people will
not give dus respect to the heads - the headmen snd chiefs,
beosuse the respect they give to the headmen they give
because they know he is the head of their people,and once
the district is surveyed, the bheadmen himself knows he has
po say in connection with that part of ground given to the
partioulsr individusl in occupation - and that makes people
to not care for the headman,

The Commission adjourned to 2.15 p.m,
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(On resuming at 2,20 p.m.)

CHAIRMAN: Will you, Mazwi, continue with
your evidence please?- (Maswi): Speaking sbout the headman's
salary, personslly I believe that the Government desires to
have educated people as headmen. It comes about in this
way, the son of either a chief or & headmen - the son who
has been either a carpenter, schoolteacher, or in say other
occuphtion - the son of a headman i# able to get a good
salary for his work, but when he begomes a headman he is
reduced to getting, say, £3 a gquarter, I have instances
I can put before the Gommission., There 1s one, that of
John Pakhane, who used to be & teacher before, and because
he was the son of a headman, when his father died he was
bound to take up the duties of his late father and conse-
quently received £35 a quarter, I will go further and
mention one, Benson Ludidi, who used to be a garpenter
before, who has taken up & headmanship todsy, and who 1is
only paid £3 a quarter.

DR. FOBERTS: Where is this Lydidi?- In
the district of Matatiele; he was sducated for his cerpen-
tery at Lovedale. I will go further end say that our
Headmen should be paid better so as to avold extortion; I
will go to the extent of saying this, that so far as xix
gifts and genersl contributions which are given to headmen
are concerned, they are not truh' or new things that are
done by Native people todays I wish to say this and to
impress it upon the Commission, that our wishax is that our
headmen in trying ceses should have the authority to iafliet
fines and have something by way of benefit from this,

Now, with regard to overstocking; I do not
want to say much about that item. There i only one thing
thet I am orying sbout and it is this, thet animals or stock
incresse and people incresse also, but the land does not

inorease,
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There is another point. That is in conneoction
with liguor; 4t is a very important point and one that
people are orying out sbout. On sccount of the liquor
proclamstion, the more honourable natives find themselves
accused of serious erime; the liquor question spoils meny
an hooourable Native, becsuse they want liquor and they are
not allowed to get 1%, If this Commisdion ie here for
the purpose of helping us, will they please recommend the
exemption of Natives in the Transkien territories, the same
ar is done in the Coloany,

¥ith regerd to item No.9; I will now speak
sbout the Native Poll Tax. There is something whioh makes
us ory a lot, and 1t is this: we are bound sometimes %o
take our greim to the traders' stores becsuse we canmot do
snything else, When you get to the trading store, you are
given a slip of paper which amounts to this, that you must
buy from this perticular store and mot from any other trading
station; you are not given ¢ssh for your grain, and that
makes us ory = lot. We are asking this Commission, there-
fore, to do all it can to csuse us to get hard coln for our
grain, There 19 also another ory; 4t is this. When we
g0 back to these stores to buy the grain we sold to them,
they want us to pay spot oash, and nothing else for it. It
is a vary rare thing for a Native to be trusted to the extent
of being given oredit at a store.

I think the point I am now explaining is jJust
the same as the oredit system mentioned under Item No.9 (5).
what I want to say, sir, is this, in connection with the
qestion of debts; & person sometimes is bound to, even
though he does not like to take a debt. Although my teagher,
¥r. Pope, gave me the statement I have slready uttered, we
are sometimes bound to imour debts begause of low wages,
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Therefore, I think 1t would be better if we could only be
sllowed to have pn credit, say, such things as clothing,
grain, vegetable seeds sand sll the common necessaries.

With reference to edugstiont: there sre meny
things in couneotion with education that we sre complaining
about, slthough the whiteman has here helped us o lot, We
have this trouble, that our children - no matter how gquiek
they are to leam, they are not allowed to go to the extent
of going to the normal classes unless they are over and
above the age of sixteen., Personally, I find that this is
s sort of drawback snd it keeps back the Natives from pro-
gressing into civilization, My opinion is this, that,
as we are living in the whitemsn's country, the Native would
do better Af he ocould only advance im education. I would
like to know this: are Natives who go overseas, say to
Amerioca, for educstion treated as are white peocple? The
Americaun Negroes get all the advantages; do these Americen
Negroees getting all these advantages not help the white
population by the education they have got? Is 1t not helpful
tc the white population that the American Negro hes got this
edugeation? I think the Native im South Africe and the Unionm
should be given Just the same privileges.

There ie this, in connection with education -
in connection with pecple who have been taught a trade and
ocooupation; I am asking this Commission that it should
plnio cause Natives who are edugated to receive wages or
salaries commensurate with their education. It does not
matter whether a Native has been educated and has qualified
himself in a certain profession or occupation, simply because
he 1s & Native he is going %o get a low salary. I am asking
that the Governmeant should be more severe in connection with
orimes committed by Natives.
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MR, LUGAS: By Natives, or against Natives?-

The Governmwent should be more severe on the Natives committing
erimes, That is all I wanted to mio. sir, |
DR, ROBERTS: What is the age \l\i‘hh you would |
sllow = tesgher to go forth to teach - at the lowest stagef?-
At 18, I think,

Wny do you object to his entering at 167« When
s person goes in he takes three years for the course, and
they say he cannot take the gourse until he is 16, - whioch
means he would be kept there until he is 19,

Do you consider at 19 a girl is quite fitted to
go out to teach anywherae?- For a girl it mey be a little
different sometimes, begeuse it is really no good for a
Native girl to go too fer from her home; but I do not think
there is anything wrong with s girl taking up an appointment |
at 18, The next thing 1s she 1» engeged; after the poor |
parent has been struggling hard to educate this girl, this
girl gets engaged. If the girl has done teaching at a
younger age, perhaps she would be able to give her father
back & little of that which he has spent onm her. I under-
stand that Native sducation 1s different from European
education,

Noi it is the same examinstion. Do you think,
if you got back the chiefs, that they would be better than
the oouneil system? You said you wanted the chief x restored?-
¥o, sir; whilst the council system is there, I rather desire
that the system of chiefs should go om helping along the
goungil system.

If you were sppointing a chief of the Hlubise
yourself, if you were FPrime ¥inister, whom would you appoint?-
I am mot prepared to answer that question.

¥R, MOSTERT: You say that you would propose that
a Native should be paid sccording to his education?- Yes,
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¥here would you begin; would you make it so
mach per standard - or how much? Say, for instance, he
has only got to Stendard III, what would you pay him?-
I am of opinion that,up to and including Standerd VI, they
should be teaken at gertain retes of pay.

At what rete?- Welly the ordinary rate of about
£2 or £3 a month; I think thet would be fair; sad, as he
goes up, 50 the wages must go up per standerd, If he goes
to Standard VII, VIII sand so on.

Mr. ¥or (Chairmen, Chamber of Commerce)
e (Viu Chairman, Chamberof Commerce)
- offe, (Member, Chamber of Commersce),

oalled and examined:-

CHAIRMAN: I understsnd you wish to give evidence
on Item No.ll on the 1list of subjects?- (Mr, Joffe): I think
we withdraw that.

' ¥i1l you deal with sush points as you desire to
desl with?= It has been brought up at our Chasber of
Commerce Meeting that the educated Native has great 4iffioulty
in finding employment, We have qpplications dally from
Natives who are fitted for a better class of employment than
the ordinary Native, We cannot absord them all here; we
can t;ko a gertain smount but no meore.

In what sart of ocoupstions are they engaged?-
Those that apply?

Those that are in employment here?- Well,
round about here, of course, the mainstay is farming.

The educated Natives?- As a rule most of them
are teaghers, and then come the assistants in the stores,

PR. ROBERTS: And law officems?- Yes, they
take a certaim number, but no more.

CHAIRMAN: TWhat sort of work do they do in law
offices?- (Mr. Gray): Their chief function is to do the





